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SANTA STOPS AT FOREST

Santa Claus
made a stop at
the Fort Madi-
son Chamber of
Commerce’s En-
chanted Forest
Saturday after-
noon. The forest
was full of par-
ents and grand-
parents waiting
to hear the HTC
Cantabella chil-
dren’s choir sing
Christmas carols
while viewing

25 business’
Christmas trees
in downtown Fort
Madison. Our fa-
vorite? The Stag
Grinch Tree!

Photos by Chuck Vandenberg

EMPTY NEST

A winter mouse invasion at the Empty Nest farm

I stared down at the half-full bucket
of water on the barn floor. It was chock
full of drowned mice! What in tarna-
tion?

I hadn’t been in the barn for awhile.

I decided to get some work done, to
weld up a dozen or so pheasants to sell
for Christmas presents. I opened the

big barn door to let light in. It's been
so warm, I thought I might as well take
advantage of the nice weather. I had a
half full bucket of water (my cup is half
full) sitting next to the hydrant. T use
the water to cool down red-hot steel
that I heat with the torch and bend.
That’s when I saw the drowned mice.
Gross!

Using my cell phone, I took a picture
of the watery grave, then dumped the
bucket out on the ground and counted
the mice. 25! 'm not kidding you.
This was just a bucket of plain water.
There was no elaborate walk-the-plank,
over-a-trap-door, lured-by-a-peanut-

See MICE, page 3

Marina work
reallyis cool
stuff to see

This marina project really is a neat
thing. That’s kinda simple for someone
who likes to write with a cadence, but
sometimes you just gotta boil it down.

I've been down there a couple times at
the generous escort of Fort Madison Pub—9
lic Works Director Mark Bousselot. All
the things this city has going on and the
fact he has time to take me down to see
what’s going on is not lost on me as being
very generous with taxpayer time.

But the story being told is also as im-
portant. This an earth-moving, water-dis-
placing project that is bigger than most
people get to see from the new three-lane
Hwy. 61 overlook.

Showing up with a camera usually
sends rougher construction crews and
dirt movers heading for work, but occa-
sionally you can snap a picture and get a
comment.

This week when I went down, engineers
with the crews on the project, including
MIchael Mohrfeld and Rusty Andrews of
Mobhrfeld Electric, Solar. et. al., displaced
the water where the new boat ramp at the
marina is going.

Talk about cool. That ramp is going to
be twice the size of the original ramp,
which will be enviable for additional
fishermen and maybe some more com-

petitive things in the future. They literally
See MARINA, page 8
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Obituaries/For the Record

For the Record

OBITUARIES

Fort Madison

Police report
12/15/21 - 12:11 p.m.
- Fort Madison police
responded to a report of
larceny/theft in the 1100
block of 48th Street.
12/15/21 - 12:50 p.m. — Fort
Madison police cited Joshua
James Hayes, 33, Fort
Madison, in the 1200 block
of 28th Street, on a charge
of driving while barred.
12/15/21 — 2:08 p.m. - Fort
Madison police responded to
areport of a hit & run in the
100 block of Storms Court.
12/15/21 — 4:35 p.m. - Fort
Madison police responded
to a report of a property
damage accident in the
2600 block of Avenue L.
12/15/21 - 5:04 p.m. - Fort
Madison police cited Coree
Sue James, 18, of Fort
Madison, in the 1700 block
of Avenue H, on a charge of
driving under suspension.
12/15/21 - 10:22 p.m. — Fort
Madison police responded
to a report of a burglary in
the 2800 block of Avenue K.
12/16/21 — 1:03 a.m. - Fort
Madison police arrested
Laura Denise Farr, 45,
of Fort Madison, in the

&=500 block of Avenue G,

on warrants for keeping

premises or vehicle for
controlled substance
violation and possession

of a controlled substance,
and possession of drug
paraphernalia. She was
taken to Lee County Jail.
12/16/21 - 6:23 a.m. — Fort
Madison police responded
to a report of a property
damage accident in the
1200 block of Avenue .
12/16/21 — 10:46 a.m. — Fort
Madison police arrested
Michael Anthony Weldon,
32, of Fort Madison, in the
2400 block of Avenue G on
a warrant for voluntary ab-
sence from custody. He was
taken to Lee County Jail.
12/16/21 — 11:06 a.m. - Fort
Madison police responded
to a report of a property
damage accident in the
3400 block of Avenue L.
12/16/21 — 12:16 p.m. — Fort
Madison police responded
to a report of larceny/theft

in the Fort Madison area.
12/16/21 — 12:42 p.m. — Fort
Madison police responded
to a report of vandalism in
the 1700 block of Avenue B.
12/16/21 — 6:42 p.m. — Fort
Madison police arrested Toni
Rae Inman, 27, of Fort Mad-
ison, in the 1800 block of
Avenue L, on a warrant for

failure to appear. She was
taken to Lee County Jail.

Lee County

Sheriff report
12/15/21 — 12:48 p.m. — Lee
County sheriff deputies
arrested Trenton Darius
Gosnell, 25, of Montrose,
at the North Lee County
Courthouse on warrants
for assault — displaying
a dangerous weapon,
reckless driving, leaving
the scene of a property
damage accident, driving
while barred, and violation
of a domestic no-contact
order. He was taken to Lee
County Jail where he was
later released on bond.
12/15/21 - 11:29 p.m. - Lee
County sheriff deputies
arrested Brian Wayne
Rash, 38, of Keokuk, at the
sheriff's office, on a charge
of disorderly conduct —
fighting/violence. He was
taken to Lee County Jail.
12/15/21 - 11.35 p.m. -
Lee County sheriff depu-
ties arrested Robert Roy
Rainville, 25, of Fairfield,
at the sheriff's office on a
charge of disorderly conduct
- fighting/violence. He was
taken to Lee County Jail.
12/15/21 - 11:42 p.m. - Lee

County sheriff deputies
arrested Dyallan Jeffrey
Grow, 21, of Nauvoo, at the
sheriff's office, on a charge
of disorderly conduct -
fighting/violence. He was
taken to Lee County Jail.
12/16/21 — 3:36 a.m. - Lee
County sheriff deputies ar-
rested Drake Dalton Woods,
28, of Keokuk, in the 3400
block of 276th Avenue, on a
charge of domestic assault
- bodily injury. He was
taken to Lee County Jail.
12/16/21 — 10:57 a.m. — Lee
County sheriff deputies ar-
rested Robert Allen Kokjohn,
Jr., 42, of Fort Madison,

at the North Lee County
Courthouse, on a warrant
for contempt — disobeying
tribunal court. He was

taken to Lee County Jail.
12/16/21 — 11:13 p.m. - Lee
County sheriff deputies
arrested Trenton Jamar
Hawkins, 32, of Keokuk,

in the 100 block of North

7th Street, on a warrant

for failure to appear/con-
tempt of court. He was
taken to Lee County Jail.
Those listed above are
arrested or cited on a suspi-
cion of a crime and are pre-
sumed innocent until proven
guilty in a court of law.

We wish you

and your family

good health, peace,

& happiness always.

— 319-469-3951 ——
www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

SANDRA K. MELTON

Sandra Kay Melton, 65, of rural Dallas City, Illinois,
passed away at 11:45 p.m. Wednesday, December 15,
2021 surrounded by family at her home.

Sandy was born July 11, 1956 in Fort
Madison, Iowa, the daughter of Thomas
and Dolores (Richers) LaVelle. On April
22, 1978 she married the love of her life,
Tod Melton, in Fort Madison. He pre-
ceded her in death February 9, 2019.

Sandy was a homemaker. She enjoyed
spending time visiting with friends and
family. She especially enjoyed spending time with
her husband, which often meant helping on the farm
and traveling in the semi. She and Tod visited all 48
contiguous states. She was an avid reader and fan of
country music, especially Waylon Jennings.

Survivors include three daughters: Layla (Mike
Paar) Johnson of Warsaw, Illinois, Lindsey Fischer
of Dallas City and Leslie “Sid” Griffin of Donnellson,
Iowa; five grandchildren: Avery and Autumn Johnson,
Kaleb Fischer, Emily (Kasey) Rhoades and Taylor
Griffin and three siblings: Connie (Gary) Harrison of
Leesburg, Florida, Linda (Gene) McEntee of Nauvoo,
Illinois and Jim LaVelle of Minot, North Dakota.

She was preceded in death by her parents, husband,
Tod, and one brother: Ken LaVelle.

A Celebration of Sandy’s Life will be held in the
spring of 2022. A memorial fund has been established
for the Wounded Warrior Project. Memorial contri-
butions and sympathy cards may be sent to the Sandy
Melton Family, 1990 E. State Hwy 9 & 94, Dallas City,
Ilinois 62330.

Banks & Beals Funeral Home of Dallas City is
assisting the family. To leave a condolence for the
family, please visit Sandy’s obituary at banksandbeals.
com.

MELTON

Proud to Provide Exceptional Service
and Professional Excellence
Since 1963

Home « Auto - Commercial
Bonds « Farm « Crop
Health . Life - Disability
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OBITUARIES

DENNIS J. SMITH

Dennis Joe Smith, 69, of Lomax Illinois, passed
away at 8:50 P.M. Thursday, December 16, 2021 at
the Southeast Iowa Regional Medical Center in West
Burlington, Iowa.

Dennis was born August 20, 1952 in
LaHarpe Illinois, the son of Herbert
and Magdalena (Henderson) Smith SR.
He married Tammi Lynn Neff on No-
vember 3rd 1990 at the Lomax Church
of the Nazarene.

Dennis attended Dallas City High
school before enlisting in the US army. He was also a
member of Ironworker Local 577, Burlington, Iowa,
for many years. Dennis worked at his trade national-
ly and internationally as an Ironworker. Dennis also
worked as a truck driver. He and his wife mowed
yards together, and enjoyed doing home projects.
Dennis enjoyed riding his motorcycles, fishing and
especially enjoyed time spent with his granddaugh-
ter.

Survivors included the love of his life, Tammi; two
sons, Dalton (fiancé OSHYN “river” Goff) Smith of
Mount Pleasant Iowa, and Preston Smith of Lomax;
One granddaughter: Cora Lee may Smith and one
brother Herb Smith of Sherrard Illinois.

Dennis was preceded in death by his parents and
one sister; Sandra Wysong.

As per Mr. Smith’s wishes, no services are planned.
Cremation has been entrusted to Banks and Beals
Funeral Home.

A Memorial Fund has been established in his
memory. Memorial contributions and sympathy
cards may be sent to; Dennis Smith Memorial Funds

/o Banks & Beals Funeral Home, P.O. Box 70, Dallas
city IL 62330. To leave a condolence for the family,
please visit Dennis’ obituary at banksandbeals.com.

SMITH

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time
at no charge to funeral homes and they run
the day they are submitted in most cases.
They are also run as submitted by the fu-
neral homes. Reposting of obituaries due to
changes can only be requested by the sub-
mitting funeral home and will be assessed a
$15 reposting fee.

TrailwaysTravel.com
319.753.2864 x162

Winter brings rodent problem to Empty Nest

MICE - Continued from Page 1

butter mechanism that I've heard about. The mice had
somehow climbed up the side of the plastic bucket,
dove in, and drowned. Why? You got me. It had been
pretty dry. Maybe they were thirsty?

I posted the gruesome picture on Facebook and got
all kinds of questions about how did I do it. Seems
there is a major mouse invasion going on everywhere.
With the unusually warm weather we've have been
having, mice have been entering garages and houses
by droves. People did not believe that it was simply a
bucket of plain water that captured the mice.

I put more water in the bucket and placed it back
on the barn floor. The next day there were three more
dead mice. The day after that, three more.

Then it rained, and the drownings stopped. So there
you have it.

However, the barn wasn’t the only place we were
having mice problems. I'm an insurance salesman, do
a lot of driving, and keep snack food in my car. I've
always had mice problems in all of my vehicles. They
can really do major damage! This year was no excep-
tion. So, I keep a baited mouse trap on the floor of the
back seat. To date I've captured 16 mice—Sweet 16!
Once again, 'm not kidding. Some days I catch two
in one day! How do they get in cars? Do they climb
up the tires? Ginnie says, “Give us this day our daily
mouse!”

One morning when I checked, the mouse was still
alive, having been snared by its hind quarters. I carried
the trap-with-live-mouse in the house to spook Ginnie.
It worked. Stormy, our male cat, was right there. Gin-
nie has always maintained that Stormy needed some-
thing to play with. Yep, you guessed it. I turned the
mouse loose in the house and watched Stormy go for it.
Ginnie freaked. “Get that mouse out of my house!” she
yelled. I tried to grab it. The mouse bit me! I clamped
a pot over it and got rid of the dang thing. Lesson
learned: don't tease Ginnie with a live mouse.

Ginnie has a mouse trap in her car also. So far, she’s
only gotten one mouse. (She doesn’t carry the snack
food I do.) However, having seen mice in her garage—
she has the heated garage—I put a bucket of water on
the floor to see what would happen. Nada.

So, I dunno.

Last year I just about burned down the barn because
there was a mouse nest in my welder. Now I check the
welder before I use it. The mice have been trying to
rebuild their nest, and I keep disposing of it.

And Stormy? He’s hoping Santa will bring him an-
other mouse for Christmas. He’s been a nice cat.

Have a good story? Call or text Curt Swarm in Mt.
Pleasant at 319-217-0526, find him on Facebook, email
him at curtswarm@yahoo.com, or visit his website at
www.empty-nest-words-photos-and-frames.com.

State’s unemploymentrate drops to 3.7%

DES MOINES, IOWA - Iowa’s

“lowa’s economy continued to

by 1,000 jobs, primarily due to data

seasonally adjusted unemployment
rate fell to 3.7 percent in November,
down from 3.9 percent in October
and 3.9 percent one year ago. The
U.S. unemployment rate dropped to
4.2 percent.

The number of unemployed Iowans
decreased to 61,600 in November
from 64,800 in October.

The total number of working
Towans increased to 1,599,300 in
November. This figure is 3,100 higher
than October and 38,400 higher than
one year ago.

The labor force participation rate
remained steady at 66.8 percent.

improve in November, with gains in
employment nearly across the board,”
said Beth Townsend, Director of
Iowa Workforce Development. “Iowa
companies showed more comfort
with increasing their staffing levels,
and they found plenty of Iowans
ready to launch new careers. We hope
to build on this growth in 2022, when
our Reemployment Case Manage-
ment program will add new urgency
to the process of helping Iowans find
employment.”

Despite improvement in the
unemployment rate, total nonfarm
employment in November decreased

Automated Breast Ultrasound (ABUS) has been

shown to improve breast cancer detection by 35.7%

in women with dense breast tissue.

*l

impacts from a temporary labor
dispute. (Differences in methodology
meant workers involved in the labor
dispute were still counted as em-
ployed workers in the unemployment
rate survey; however, the survey used
to determine nonfarm employment
counted those same jobs as lost.) Due
to the temporary nature of the losses,
it is expected that December’s release
will show a substantial rebound from
factory workers returning to their
jobsites. November’s loss nevertheless
leaves Iowa’s total nonfarm employ-
ment at 1,539,900 jobs, up 30,900
versus this time last year.

Ask your
primary care
provider if
ABUS, in
addition to
mammography,
would be
beneficial to
you.

Sout_heost lowa
Reg|on0| MEDICAL CENTER
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Bloodhounds move to 5-0 with win over Chiefs

Miles Dear overcomes foul
trouble to pour in 12 points in
final quarter to help seal win

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

KEOKUK - Fort Madison senior Miles Dear pretty
much was nowhere to be found in the first three quar-
ters Friday night.

But in the fourth, after struggling with foul trouble
early on, Dear got things going and led the Hounds to
a 53-28 Southeast Conference win over Keokuk Friday
night.

The win moves the Hounds to 5-0 on the year.

Dear finished with 13 points, 12 in the fourth quarter.
Senior Dayton Davis led all scorers with 18, six in the
final period.

Head Coach Ryan Wilson said Dear had trouble
getting into a groove early on.

“We had some foul trouble with him and he wasn’t
able to play much and get into that rhythm,” Wilson
said “But he found it in the second half, which we
needed. Hit hit some big three and then defensively we
locked in”

Dear hit a 3-ball right oft the throw-in to start the
fourth quarter. Diego Garcia answered with a floater on
the next possession to keep it a 10-point game at 34-24.
But the Hounds would hit 8 of their next 11 from the
floor to put the game out of reach.

Fort Madison never trailed in the game after building
ea 16-10 first quarter lead. The Chiefs however put the
clamps on in the second quarter holding the Blood-
hounds to just three points, making it 19-18 at the half.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

Fort Madison senior Dayton Davis (4) battles
for position with Keokuk’s Zach Meyers (34)
in the post Friday night in the 4th quarter of
the Hounds’ win.

The Hounds didn’t come out of the locker room until
there was about 90 seconds left before the third peri-
od. The extra time paid off as Fort Madison’s relentless
pressure on the ball at all ends of the court kept the
Chiefs from any real production the rest of the game.

Keokuk shot just 2 of 9 in the third period as Davis
and the Hounds’ front press rotation of Landes Wil-
liams, Reiburn Turnbull and Tate Johnson annoyed the

clerry
Christmas

&

AHappy
cANerw Year!

We are grateful to be trusted to care for your family’s oral health.
We wish each & every one a very Merry Christmas & a Happy, Healthy New Year!

POTHITAKIS DENTAL GROUP

We are very honored to once again be chosen your favorite dentist in southeast Iowa. Thank you!

Ft. Madison East
(319) 372-3614

West Burlington ‘
(319) 753-2515

Ft. Madison West
(319) 372-4882

New London Mediapolis
(319) 367-2311 (319) 394-3255

Burlington
(319) 752-7993

www.DrMarkDDS.com

Chiefs back court most of the game.

“With those athletes we have on the team right now
we can do that all game,” Wilson said. “There’s a rota-
tion we have with Landes on the ball and two guys up,
and then Phillip Goldie runs rover. He plays soccer so
he understands that role”

Wilson said Davis, who's averaging close to 17 an
outing, still hasn't seen his best game.

“Not yet,” Wilson said. “He’s still missing some
bunnies around the basket. As soon as he gets a
game where he doesn’t miss those, he probably has a
30-point, 15-rebound game.

Davis is also a menace in the front part of the press
disrupting passing lanes and playing tight defense. The
senior has 50 rebounds on the year and 11 steals, both
team highs.

“He plays at the top of that press and he’s going 90
feet for 20 minutes. I gave him a couple extra breaks
and rests tonight, but he goes hard and does great
things for us in that press,” Wilson said.

Fort Madison gave up just nine points in the second
half, and eight of those were in transition in moments
when the Chiefs were able to slip through the press in
transition.

“That’s the risk-reward of running that press,” Wilson
said.

Turnbull finished in double figures with 10 points,
While Tate Johnson had six and Matt Hopper finished
with five.

Keokuk (1-3) had three players with five points in-
cluding Garcia, M] Davis and Khalyl Tate.

Davis had 20 Monday night when the Hounds dou-
bled up Centerville 62-31. Dear had 13 in the win and
Turnbull had nine. Friday’s win was the first road-test
of the year for Fort Madison.

SENIOR MEMBERSHIP SPECIAL
14 MONTHS

For the Price of 12 + $0 Join Fee

**NEW** Senior Individual &
Senior Couple Memberships

Save Up To $118 on Senior Couple
Membership and $110 per Senior
Individual Membership!

Membership Special valid on all new *Senior Individual
or *Senior Couple Memberships nnl;. Valid December
15, 2021 through January 15, 2022. Memberships
must be paid in full at time of joining to receive
special.

FORT MADISON FAMILY YMCA

220 26th St. Fort Madison, lowa
319-372-2403
fortmadisony.org

Y

RECYCLING

When you recycle, you create something new.
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Lee County Health Department Hospice

Your Choice for Compassionate tospice Care

in Lee, Des Moines, Henry, and Van Buren counties in lowa
& Hancock and Henderson counties in lllinois

Hospice Services include

24/7 on-call nursing staff  Skilled nursing services
Social worker visits ® Music & massage therapy
Homecare aide assistance ® \olunteer services

Spiritual & grief support

?}eothmq) comfo)etm) end-of-lite care pince 1989

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 or (800) 458-6672
Medicare Certified

www.LeeCountyHD.org
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!

Buying or Selling?
Call faren first!

nedl veuivativll

- Karen Hope
.2 (319) 372-4040

Complete Comfort, Affordable Price.

Full Service
HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison,

Burlington, and

surrounding areas
with over 30 Years
Experience!

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service « Never An Overtime Charge
FREE Estimates « Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

General Insects Mice

Termites Bed Bugs

(319) 372-1060

Toll Free 1-888-818-7378
Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com

Residential wwww.cullenpest.com “Cause who
Commercial needs bugs?”
[ur]
5 g
5. § - Posters Art
g §*§ i Supplies
yers - -
o Printing
& Office
» Vinyl Banners Furniture
Trifold Brochures
621Rvenue G 319.3712.211
Fort Madison, IR doddprinting.com
ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON

& THE SURROUNDING ARERS!

How can chiropractic therapy help you?
BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC

* Improved joint mobility, function, and health

* Decreased degeneration of joints and connective
tissues

* Improved circulation

* Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep

* and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison ¢ 319-372-3800
http.//brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

ADVERTISE YOUR
SERVICE BUSINESS
Monthly

Only $50%

2x2 Business Card Size Ad

with Social Media

OR

150 classified line ad with your logo only $24%°
Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad to classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call Lee today
319.371.4125

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

1903 West Point Rd | West Point, IA 52656
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest | smallgrandthings.com

Don’t Let
Your Business
Slip Away

If someone is hurt on your property, is your 9
business protected?

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying
claim costs beyond where your business insurance
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today
because when your world is protected - it’s business
as usual.

Larry Holtkamp

1301 37th St

Fort Madison

(319) 372-9145

(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

/B FARM BUREAU
'ED. FINANCIAL SERVICES

Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Business | Farm & Ranch

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)

The Madison Senior Living knows the holidays are a special time
of year. The holiday is a perfect time to reflect upon all we are
grateful and express our love and appreciation for our residents
and their loved ones, along with the community that embraces
our facility. We are so appreciative of the trust our residents and
their families place in our team. Our residents are the heart and
soul and why The Madison is such a special place to work in
service to our residents. Thank you and Happy Holidays!

( The M_odison

Eond complassimnate - cike
319-372-8021 » 1701 41st St., Ft. Madison

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

1728 Main Office: 319-524-2334
Keokuk, IA 52632 Fax: 319-524-2373

Nursing
Rehabilitation
Long-Term Care

319-463-5438
WHERE COMPASSION & QUALITY COME FIRST

Fort Madison * Burlington * Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com
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Classifieds/Public Notices

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
REVISED MEETING
NOTICE
FORT MADISON
COMMUNITY SCHOOL
DISTRICT
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
REGULAR MEETING
December 20, 2021
6:00 P.M.

Note: To view this meet-
ing please see the link
on the FMCSD Website
Calendar or click on the
link below

https://zoom.
us/j/977986042827p-
wd=ZHhyVGxtb1hJU-
Vd6RjJ1RzQORWSEVZz09

Public Comments
are welcome. They are
limited to 3 minutes. Any
member of the public who
wishes to participate in
public comments must
be physically present at
the meeting and follow
the appropriate sign in
procedures.

Finance: DiPrima/
Wykert

AGENDA

I. Call meeting to order
and determination of a
quorum

Il. Recognition of guests

Ill. Reading of Founda-
tion documents

IV. Monthly communi-
cations

A. Student Rep Report:
Breean Walston

B. Instructional Coach-
es Corner: TLS Coaches:
Computer Science Week

C. “Did You Know?

D. Superintendent Goal
Report

E. District Presenta-
tions:

e Food Service Update
- Tiffany Fullhart

Approve the agenda

V. Consent Agenda

A. Minutes

1. November 15, 2021
Public Hearing

2. November 15, 2021
Regular Meeting

3. December 6, 2021
Special Meeting

B. Financial reports

1. November Balance
Sheet

2. Revenue Summary
Report

3. Expenditure Report

4. Student Activity
Report

C. Accounts payable

1. November General
Account Board Bills for

Approval

2. December General
Account Board Bills for
Approval

3. Student Activity
Account Board Bills for
Approval

4. Nutrition Fund Board
Bills for Approval

5. American Express
Board Bills for Approval

D. Consider personnel
resignations

1. Brandi Aguirre, Food
Service

2. Ashley Gelsthorpe,
Clerical Associate

3. Margaret Hermes,
Associate

4. Erin Sims, Food
Service

E. Consider employ-
ment of personnel

1. Bailey Recommenda-
tion to Hire

2. Boeding Recommen-
dation to Hire

3. Faingnaert Recom-
mendation to Hire

4. Helmick Recommen-
dation to Hire

5. Moyers Recommen-
dation to Hire

6. Peterson Recom-
mendation to Hire

7. Sawyer Recommen-
dation to Hire

8. Talley Recommenda-
tion to Hire

9. Vincent Recommen-
dation to Hire

10. Wixom Recommen-
dation to Hire

11. Guiding Coalition
personnel

F. Consider contract
modifications

G. Consider leave of
absence

H. Consider open en-
rollment requests

I. Other reports

1. Activity and athletic
fundraisers

Director (blank) moved
and director (blank)
seconded the documents
submitted in the consent
section of the agenda be
approved and/or filed as
submitted.

VI. Action Items

A. Director of Curricu-
lum and Student Services
— Kim Harmon

1. Approve Modified
Supplemental Amount
At-Risk Application in the
amount of $485,238

2. Approve After School
Program Parent/Student
Handbook

B. Superintendent —
Erin Slater

1. Consider approval of

HS Welding students to
travel to Nevada, MO for
competition on January
27 & 28, 2022

2. Consider approval of
HS Honor Choir students
to travel to Decorah, lowa
for Dorian Honor Choir
Festival at Luther College

3. Consider approval of
Superintendent’'s Recom-
mendation to Terminate
Teacher’s Contract

4. Policy changes:
Chronological

a. 206.1 President -
ACCEPT CHANGES

b. 206.2 Vice-President
- ACCEPT CHANGES

c. 213 Public Partici-
pation in Board Meetings
(OLD) - DELETE

d. 213 Public Partici-
pation in Board Meetings
(NEW) - ADOPT

C. Board Secretary/
Business Manager — San-
dy Elmore

1. Consider approval of
selling used bus

2. Consider approval of
bus purchase

VII. Discussion ltems

A. Director of Curricu-
lum and Student Services
— Kim Harmon

1. Building Instructional
Tour

B. Superintendent —
Erin Slater

1. Policies

FOR REVIEW ONLY:
IASB Quarterly

a. 209.6 Review and
Revision of Policy

b. 501.14 Open Enroll-
ment Transfers - Pro-
cedures as a Sending
District

c. 501.15 Open Enroll-
ment Transfers - Pro-
cedures as a Receiving
District

FOR DISCUSSION:
IASB Quarterly

a. 303.6 Administrator/
Principal Evaluation -
ADOPT

b. 401.14 Employee
Expression - ADOPT

c. 502.3 OLD - Free-
dom of Expression -
DELETE

d. 502.3 NEW - Student
Expression and Student
Publications - ADOPT

e. 502.3-R-1 Student
Expression and Student
Publications Code -
ADOPT

f. 504.3 Student Publi-
cations - DELETE

g. 504.3-R-1 Student
Publications Code - DE-
LETE

2. |1ASB Convention
Report

C. Board Secretary/
Business Manager — San-
dy Elmore

D. Board Member At-
tendance

E. Staff Attendance

VIll. Comments from
the audience

IX. Legislative update

X. Announcements

A. Winter Break De-
cember 23, 2021 - Janu-
ary 2, 2022

B. Work Session Janu-
ary 3, 2022 Board Room,
Central Office, 6:00 p.m.

C. Regular Meeting
January 17, 2022 Board
Room, Central Office,
6:00 p.m.

D. Work Session Febru-
ary 7, 2022 Board Room,
Central Office 6:00 p.m.

E. Regular Meeting
February 22, 2022**
Board Room, Central
Office 6:00 p.m.

XI. Adjourn

PUBLIC NOTICE
Lee County, lowa
Board of Supervisors
Agenda
DATE: Monday,
December 20, 2021
MEETING
CONVENING TIME:
9:00 A.M. - 10:00 A.M.
(CDT)
LOCATION:

933 Avenue H
Fort Madison, IA

Please join my meeting
from your computer, tablet
or smartphone.

https://global.gotomeet-
ing.com/join/569049645

You can also dial in
using your phone.

United States: +1 (408)
650-3123

Access Code: 569-049-
645

If you would like to pose
a question to the Board,
please use the Chat
feature and wait for the
Chairman to address you.
If you are participating by
phone, please wait until
everyone is done speak-
ing before addressing the
Board. Please keep your
microphone muted to
cut down on background
noise. If you are partic-
ipating by phone, press
#6, this will mute your
phone.

Pledge of Allegiance

Approve Agenda

Public Input

Closed Session Pursu-
ant to lowa Code 21.5(C)

Consider Approval to
Take Action on Proposed
Settlement for Inmate
Lawsuit

Consider Approval to
Re-appoint Vic Conlee to
Veteran Affairs Board

Consider Approval of
Resolution Setting Public
Hearing to Approve Pre-
cinct Boundaries

Consider Approval of
Contract with Sidwell for
GIS Mapping Services

Consider Approval of
28E Agreement with lowa
State Penitentiary Food
Service Consider Ap-
proval of Tax Abatement
Resolutions (5)

Consider Approval of
Monday, December 13,
2021 Board Minutes

Consider Approval of
Claims

Personnel Actions:

A. Step Increase-Main-
tenance Department

B. Step Increases-Audi-
tor’s Office (2)

C. Promotion-Veteran
Affairs

Reports:

Workshop to Follow

PUBLIC MEETING
CITIZENS WELCOME

Vision and hearing
assistance available
upon request

Contact Title VI
Administrator
319-372-3705

County Website:

www.leecounty.org

HELP
WANTED

We're Not Southeast Iowa’s
Favorite Dental Office
Without Our Great Team

APPLY TODAY
TO JOIN US!

Pothitakis Dentistry current-
ly needs a Full-Time Hygien-
ist.

Complete an application at
or mail your resume to
1223 S. Gear Avenue,

Eastman Plaza, Suite 302

West Burlington, IA 52655

or email burldental @gmail.com

>

A. Treasurer’s Report of EOE
Fees Collected
Commission or Com-
mittee Reports
Adjourn
NOW HIRING
Lee County IT Director

The Lee County Board of Supervisors is seeking a qualified appli-
cant for the position of IT Director. Work involves coordination

and monitoring of the County’s information technology functions

including County-wide technology needs assessment, development

and support of in-house or third-party computer applications and
management of County’s LAN/WAN network, telephone systems,

computer hardware including personal computers & laptops, print-
ers, cabling and the IBM iSeries computer and software.

Application forms, background check documents and the job

description can be downloaded at www.leecounty.org or may be
obtained at the Lee County Auditor’s Office, 933 Avenue H Fort
Madison Iowa or by calling the Auditor’s Office at 319-372-3705.

Completed application and background check documents should

be sent or delivered to Denise Fraise, Lee County Auditor, 933
Avenue H, P.O. Box 190, Fort Madison, Iowa, 52627 or emailed to
dfraise@leecounty.org. IPERS and benefits available. All appli-
cations should be received by the Auditor’s office by 4:30 PM on

Wednesday, December 22, 2021.

Lee County is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Adverilse

brand new way.

Lee (319)371.4125 * Chuck (319)371.1670
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From the Front

Public projects do provide for private investments

MARINA - Continued from Page 1

pumped all the water out
and built a barrier that
held the marina water out
while dredging is going
on.

Then they shaped the
earth for the additional
ramp space, put in the
rebar and poured the
ramps. Before it set, they
grooved it for better
traction in and out of the
muddy waters.

And that’s just part of it.
While all that’s going on,
there’s huge haulers run-
ning to and from Great
River Regional Waste
Authority bringing in clay
for the base of the jetty
wall. That stuff’s dumped
at the marina’s east end
where end loaders move
it, and push it, and shape
into what will be a wall

that will be neatly frosted

ewith a recreational path

protected with heavy rip-

rap and out of the flood
zone.

Think about the imag-
ery of walking along that
path in the spring, out to
a turnaround that sticks
out into the Mississippi
River’s Pool 19.

And as that continues,
two dredger machines
crawl their way around
the marina inside the
jetty wall pumping water
and silt into two huge
sediment pits. I've seen
construction projects in
megalopolises like New
York City and Chicago
and it’s bewildering how
advanced we are in tech-
nology. It WOWs me.

But this is something
different. This is really
using earth to create
more earth. We're literally
taking the sludge from
the bottom of the Missis-

sippi that moves into the

marina and are using that
sludge to take Riverview
ParK’s east side out of the
flood zone.

The silt is used, when
allowed to separate from
the water in the sedi-
ment pits, to create a new
ground base for the park
that is out of the 500-year
flood zone. And we're
hearing that could take
place in less than one
year.

Then crews scrape it
even and use the mate-
rials scraped off the new
base of the park and the
berms that created the
sediment pit, to, get this,
raise the road down to
the marina. So the Mis-
sissippi is providing the
materials to raise the park
out of its own flood zone.

Again, that’s cool and
we get to watch it take

shape right in front of our

get
one

Keeping Your Medicines
Organized?

your medication

made easy

2404 Avenue L, Fi. Madison, IA 52627

(319) 372-2300 | 1-800-794-2330

Weekdays - 8:00am to 8:00pm | Saturdays - 8:30am to 6:00pm | Sundays - 10:00am to 2:00pm

eyes. Don't be afraid to
ask questions about this
project. It’s expensive for
sure, with about $1.5 mil-
lion directly in city funds
going to the work. But the
city isn’'t in the game to
make money. They create
quality of life and, in this
case, enhanced quality of
life for residents.

They also provide
opportunities for pri-
vate enterprises within
their jurisdiction to
make money. There will
be money made on this
project in a public-private
partnership, not to men-
tion the added benefit of
visitor spends on con-
sumption in other places.

There are questions
about transparency in
the project and why the
partnerships haven’t been
divulged, and we're about
clear communication. But
we don't see this any dif-
ferently than a Lee Coun-
ty Economic Develop-
ment Group project that
isn’t divulged because it
could jeopardize the deal.
Entities that can’t keep

disclosure under control
are less likely to be dealt
with. That sequestration
of information happens

all the time.

But here’s the reality
and base of those argu-
ments from our perspec-
tive. Business works this
way and anyone who
wanted to be part of that
partnership needed only
find Mayor Matt Mohr-
feld and let him know. It’s
not like he’s been hard to
find.

I'm a progressive
moderate. Sometimes you
have to tax and spend. It’s
what gets things done.
Capitalism is part of our
foundation and what
makes us great. I also
believe things are way
out of balance right now
and that theory behind
capitalism has been bent
to the advantage of the
extremely wealthy. That’s
an argument I'll have
with anyone at any time.

But great things are
happening in our com-
munity and many groups

inside and outside of the

community are part of
those improvements. We
need to celebrate the wins
and let private investment
be just that. There’s a
reason it’s called a pub-
lic-private partnership.

And talk about great
things happening, some-
one stepped up in a big
way this week. My wife
walked onto the porch
and found a three-foot
canvass with a sunflower
and quote about planting
a garden. Obviously it
came unsigned without a
gift tag.

Suffice it to say it was
very much appreciated
in a time that’s still very
somber and dark for my
family. But every time
someone does something
from the heart, it opens
our eyes to just a little bit
more light.

But that’s Beside the
Point.

Chuck Vandenberg is
editor and co-owner of
Pen City Current and can
be reached at charles.v@

pencitycurrent.com.

Follow Us @pencitycurrent

B &

Karen Hope
(319) 372-4040
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