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Panel offers $2M to health building
ARPA Funds:  Supervisor says ARPA committee talks new health dept. building

Inmate gets 
$50K payment 
from county

COUNTY NEWS

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Lee County’s committee overseeing 
the $6.5 million in American Rescue Plan Act stimulus 
funds, has all but earmarked $2 million of the funds to a new 
Lee County Health Department.

At Monday’s regular Board of Supervisors meeting, Super-
visor Garry Seyb, Jr. said the committee has earmarked $2 
million of the funds to build the new building.

The county is currently leasing space from the state at the 
former Iowa State Penitentiary’s John Bennett Center at cost 
of about $84,000 per year.

In 2016 the county drew up plans to build a 
12,000 square foot facility that was being pro-
posed for land the county owned in Montrose 
near the current Lee County Sheriff ’s office 
and Southeast Iowa Juvenile Detention Center. 
Those plans carried a cost of $2.6 million.

The county is also investigating several 
grants to help offset some of the costs includ-

ing a possible state Community Development Block Grant, 
as well as possibly bonding up to $750,000 that could be paid 

DISTRICT 8B
Two Burlington attorneys make cut for district judge

BY PCC STAFF

LEE COUNTY – Two Burlington at-
torneys have had their name submitted 
to Gov. Kim Reynolds to fill a judicial 
vacancy in the 8B Judicial District in 
southeast Iowa.

Attorneys Joshua Schier and Justin 

Stonerook were both advanced out of 
interview sessions held Monday at the 
Des Moines County Courthouse in 
Burlington.

Iowa Code mandates that the two 
names be submitted to the governor 
who will appoint one of the two to re-
place Judge Mark Kruse who’s retiring 

in February.
Kruse is the second judge in the 

district to retire. Chief Judge Mary Ann 
Brown is retiring at the end of the year 
as well.

Lee County Assistant Attorney 
Jonathan Stensvaag applied for both 
openings.

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY – A former inmate has 
settled with Lee County over a lawsuit 
that’s been on the books for almost five 
years.

The county has agreed to pay $50,000 
at the recommendation of its insurance 
company to James Stark, who was in the 
back of a vehicle on June 30 when the 
vehicle was shot at by a bank robber on 
the west side of Fort Madison.

At Monday’s Lee County Board of Su-
pervisor’s meeting, supervisors went into 
closed session for about 10 minutes and 
then returned from the session and voted 
to approve the settlement.

The settlement agrees to pay the for-
mer prisoner a cash payment for stress 
caused after the vehicle he was being 
transported back to Lee County Jail in 
was fired upon by 37-year-old Lafayette 
Evans, of Nashville, Tenn.

The inmate was in Lee County Deputy 
Steve Sproul’s vehicle at the time of the 
robbery and shooting.

According to reports, Sproul was 
traveling past the Fort Madison Bank & 
Trust westside office on Hwy. 61, when 
he heard a call from LeeComm report-
ing a possible burglary in progress at the 
bank.

Sproul responded to the report and, 
when he pulled into the parking lot, wit-
nessed Lafayette coming out of the bank 
brandishing a weapon. Sproul told La-
fayette to drop his weapon and the man 
fired several shots at the vehicle, two of 
which struck the car while the inmate 
was in the back seat.

Lafayette was eventually shot and 
killed by Fort Madison Police in the field 
adjacent to the bank while trying to flee 
with an undisclosed amount of cash.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Lee County Bank contributed more than $3,000 in new toys to the Christmas for Kids and Teens program 
in Lee County. The gifts were handed out Saturday at the Salvation Army in Keokuk.

See BUILDING, page 7
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We wish you and your family 
comfort & joy during this

beautiful Christmas season. 
May you always have your 

loved ones surrounding you in 
a home that’s comfy & warm. 

Karen Hope
(319) 372-4040

Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!
We’re in this Together.

Protect your family & community:
COVER COUGHS & SNEEZES

STAY HOME WHEN ILL
WASH HANDS OFTEN

#3 John Bennett Drive#3 John Bennett Drive
Fort MadisonFort Madison

www.leecountyhd.orgwww.leecountyhd.org

(319) 372.5225(319) 372.5225

OBITUARIES

ROBERT J. DODD
Robert J. Dodd, 95, of Dallas City, Illinois, passed away at 9:50 a.m. Friday, De-

cember 17, 2021 at the Hickory Grove Assisted Living in Carthage, Illinois.
Bob was born November 23, 1926 in Dallas City the son of Leland and Pearl 

(Sawyer) Dodd. On October 23, 1949 he married Marilyn F. Fores-
man in Dallas City. She preceded him in death May 2, 2019.

Bob was a 1945 graduate of Dallas City High School. Immediately 
following graduation entered the U.S. Army where he was stationed 
in Naples, Italy as part of the occupational forces. When he re-
turned, he began working for the Standard Oil Pipeline, and then 
finished his career working for Apple River Chemical Company in 
Niota, Illinois and retired in 1988.

He was a member of the First Christian Church of Dallas City, where he served 
as a deacon and elder over the years. Bob enjoyed playing golf, watching the 
St. Louis Cardinals games and playing with his grandchildren and great grand-
children. He also enjoyed playing and refereeing basketball, 
coaching and umpiring baseball. He was a member of the 
LaHarpe Masonic Lodge #195

Survivors include two children: Bryan (Patti) Dodd of 
O’Fallon, Illinois and Susan (Dale) DeSotel of Niota, Illinois; 
five grandchildren: Ben (Sara) Dodd, Adam Dodd, Josh 
(Kendra) DeSotel, Jason (Libby) DeSotel and Justin (Rachel) DeSotel and 14 
great-grandchildren.

Bob was preceded in death by his wife, one son: R. Bruce Dodd; one brother: 
Lloyd Dodd and three sisters: Virginia Collins, Lois Paige and Betty White.

Cremation has been entrusted to Banks & Beals Funeral Home.
Visitation will be from 2:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, December 21st at the 

funeral home where the family will receive friends from 5:00 until 7:00 p.m.
A memorial service will be held at 11:00 a.m. Wednesday, December 22, 2021 

at Banks & Beals Funeral Home in Dallas City with Mark Pettit officiating. Burial 
with Military Rites will follow in Harris Cemetery, near Dallas City. The family 
will receive friends from 10:00 a.m. until time of services.

Memorials may be made to the Robert Dodd Memorial Fund. Contributions 
will be used for the Hickory Grove Sunshine Garden or Sheaffer Golf Course. To 
leave a condolence for the family, please visit Bob’s obituary at banksandbeals.
com.

DODD

OBITUARIES

GENEVIEVE M. LEWIS
Genevieve Marie Lewis, 98, of Niota, Illinois, passed away at 12:40 a.m. on 

December 19, 2021, in Keokuk, Iowa. She was born in the Nauvoo Township, 
August 3, 1923, daughter of Joseph Franklin and Agatha (Wellner) 
Pilkington. She married Morgan William Lewis on June 25, 1946 at 
Saints Peter and Paul Catholic Church in Nauvoo. He preceded her 
in death October 13, 1999.

Survivors include four children, four grandchildren and eight 
great grandchildren; Ruth Ann Lewis of Springfield, Illinois, Rob-
ert (Karen) Lewis of Aledo, Illinois and their daughter Julie (Ja-
son) Sutherland of Vancouver, B.C., Canada and their daughters 

Elizabeth and Catherine; Morgan “Bud” (Mary) Lewis of Knoxville, Illinois, and 
their three children Erin (Shawn) Maurer of Bloomington, Illinois, and their son 
Adam and daughter Kate; Alison (Jason) Merrill of Quincy, Illinois and daughters 
Gemma and Stella; Amanda (Mike) Aviles and daughters Izabella and Ana, also of 
Bloomington; and Marilyn Lewis of Seattle, Washington.

Genevieve was preceded in death by her husband, parents, and one brother 
Joseph Pilkington and his wife May.

Genevieve was a 1941 graduate from Saints Peter and Paul High School in 
Nauvoo, this was the last post-graduate of Saints Peter and Paul High School. 
She was a 1942 graduate of the Business Program. She then graduated in 1945 as 
a Registered Nurse from Mercy Hospital School of Nursing in Burlington, Iowa. 
Genevieve worked as an registered nurse in private duty nursing, an intensive care 
nurse, medical-surgical department for nine years at Carthage Memorial Hospital 
and an industrial nurse at Fruehauf Corporation from 1973 to 1984.

Genevieve was a member of the Ss. Peter and Paul Catholic Church, the Moth-
ers Club, Catholic Women’s Club, the Knights of Columbus Auxiliary, the Red 
Cross, Sonora Household Science, and several other organizations. She especially 
enjoyed time spent with her family; the Nauvoo Grape Festival Pageant and Pa-
rade with the family participating in these events and dancing at the Moose Club.

A private family Mass of Christian Burial will be held on Thursday, December 
23, 2021 at Ss. Peater and Paul Catholic Church in Nauvoo with Father Szydlik 
officiating. 

Burial will in the Ss. Peter and Paul Catholic Cemetery in Nauvoo.
A memorial has been established in her memory to Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic 

School in Nauvoo, Illinois.
Online condolences may be made to the family at www.sbbfuneralhome.com. 

Schmitz -Banks & Beals Funeral Home is assisting the family with arrangements.

LEWIS

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funer-
al homes and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. 
They are also run as submitted by the funeral homes. Reposting of 
obituaries due to changes can only be requested by the submitting 
funeral home and will be assessed a $15 reposting fee.

#HyperLocalSuperFresh
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ACCIDENT & INJURY LAW

320 North 3rd Street, Suite 100, Burlington, Iowa 52601-0337
1603 Main Street, Keokuk, IA 52632

www.PothitakisLaw.com

Fighting to get you
the compensation you deserve.

You’re gonna needYou’re gonna need
a bigger baga bigger bag

Call for curbside pickup
319.837.6126 

327 5th Street, West Point, IA

At Sonny’s, we’re committed to offering 
you quality groceries at affordable prices 

in a healthy & safe environment. We 
have so much great food, you’re 

gonna need a bigger bag.
Thank you for shopping local. 
Stay safe!Fort Colony Restaurant

Open 7 Days A Week
DAILY SPECIALS
Breakfast All Day

(319) 372-5759
5102 Ave. O

Fort Madison, IA 52627

SENIOR MEMBERSHIP SPECIAL

Save Up To $118Save Up To $118 on Senior Couple  on Senior Couple 
Membership and Membership and $110$110 per Senior  per Senior 

Individual Membership!Individual Membership!

Membership Special valid on all new *Senior Individual 
or *Senior Couple Memberships only. Valid December 
15, 2021 through January 15, 2022. Memberships 

must be paid in full at time of joining to receive 
special. 

14 MONTHS 
For the Price of 12 + $0 Join Fee

**NEW** Senior Individual &
Senior Couple Memberships

FORT MADISON FAMILY YMCA
220 26th St. Fort Madison, Iowa

319-372-2403
fortmadisony.org

OBITUARIES

EILEEN K. FADER
Eileen Kathryn Fader, 92, of Keokuk, passed away Friday, December 17, 2021 at River Hills 

Village.  Eileen was born November 28, 1929 in Keokuk, the daughter of Edward Louis and 
Kathryn Augusta (Ricker) Chambers.

She was united in marriage to Jack Julius Fader on June 20, 1948.  He pre-
ceded her in death in 2017.  She was the mother of seven children including 
Richard Alan (Darla) Fader of Anamosa, Kathryn Eileen (Don) Gorham, Julia 
Anne (Scott) Hays of Keokuk, Carolyn Sue Oren of Ankeny and John Edward 
(Becky) Fader of Carthage, IL.

Preceding her in death were son, Gary Michael Fader and daughter Jean 
Elizabeth Fader, and brothers Norris, Gene, and Donald Chambers.

Other survivors include daughter-in-law Gloria Fader of Auburn IL, sisters 
Anita Terpening of La Mesa CA and Sarah Heston of Ft. Madison, 17 grandchildren, 25 great 
grandchildren, 3 great great grandchildren and numerous nieces and nephews.

Eileen graduated from Keokuk High School class of 1947.  She lived most of her life in 
Keokuk.  She was a mother devoted to her family.  She was active in the PTA and volunteered 
as a Cub Scout Den Mother. 

She was a faithful member of St. John’s Episcopal Church where she taught Sunday School, 
was a member of the Altar Guild and the Episcopal Church Women. Her fondest memories 
were singing in the church choir and playing the piano.

She was married to Jack, the love of her life for 68 years as a caring wife, mother and grand-
mother.  Eileen was known for her infectious smile, warm heart and caring nature.

Services will be held at 10:00 AM Tuesday at St. John’s Episcopal Church, Keokuk officiated 
by Father Larry Snyder.  Visitation will follow the service in the Parish Hall with lunch pro-
vided.  A private interment will be held at a later date.  Memorials may be made to the Keokuk 
Public Library Foundation Library Park or St. John’s Episcopal Church.

DeJong – Greaves – Printy Celebration of Life Center is in charge of arrangements.

FADER

OBITUARIES

DOROTHY I. CRUME
Dorothy Irene Crume, 99, of Donnellson, Iowa, passed away at 9:23 a.m. 

Friday, December 17, 2021, at the West Point Care Center.
She was born on September 8, 1922 in Donnellson, Iowa, the daughter of 

Daniel and Anna (Baumann) Schlicher. On January 1, 1941, she 
married Herold Bedell Crume in Canton, Missouri. They enjoyed 
traveling and shared their love of dogs.

She is survived by several nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death by her parents; beloved husband of 

sixty-five years: Herold; three brothers: Robert Schlicher, Richard 
Schlicher and David Schlicher and one sister: Agnes Wagner.

Dorothy enjoyed watching various sports, reading and visits with her family. 
Dorothy will be greatly missed by her nieces and nephews.

Her body has been entrusted to the crematory of Schmitz Funeral Home for 
cremation.

A private graveside service will be held at a later date.
Burial will be at Evangelical Cemetery in Donnellson.
A memorial has been established in her memory for St. Paul’s United Church 

of Christ and can be mailed to the family at: Schmitz Funeral Home, P.O. Box 
56, Donnellson, Iowa 52625.

Online condolences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuneral-
homes.com. Schmitz Funeral Home of Donnellson is assisting the family with 
arrangements.

CRUME

https://www.PothitakisLaw.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
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http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
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Your Holiday Helpers

Catering
Equipment15% OFF

Serving dishes, portable bars, tables, linens,  
dishes, food warmers, & more

We have everything you need
to make your holiday gatherings perfect!

Mention this ad at time of reservation. Not valid with any other discounts. Offer expires December 31, 2021.

www.CompleteRentalFM.com

Complete Rental
5636 Avenue O, Fort Madison

319-372-8105

WIU hires a Leatherneck to lead football program
MACOMB, Ill. — The place really hadn’t changed a 

lot, Myers Hendrickson thought, as he sat in Western 
Illinois University’s football locker room on Friday 
night.

“It’s the same structure,” Hendrickson said. “It feels 
the same. It smells the same.”

It’s home, Hendrickson said.
He grew up hanging out there as a kid when his 

father, Mark, was an assistant head coach, and then 
the head coach, of the Leathernecks.

He put on a uniform there when he played for 
Western Illinois as a wide receiver from 2009-11.Now 
it’s his locker room.

Hendrickson, hired Friday as Western Illinois’ new 
head coach, was introduced during a Monday press 
conference at Western Hall.

“I know to do your best work, you have to truly 
believe in something,” Hendrickson said. “I believe in 
Western Illinois. I believe in WIU to my core.”

Hendrickson is the first former player to become 
the program’s head coach. His resumé coming in is 
impressive — he went 30-4 in three seasons as the 
head coach at NAIA school Kansas Wesleyan Univer-
sity.

He takes over a program that has just nine wins 
over the last four seasons, one that plays in the Mis-
souri Valley Football Conference, one of the toughest 
leagues in the Football Championship Subdivision.

But it’s his familiarity with the program that makes 
him understand the challenges. He was part of the 

2010 team that went to the playoffs, and was on the 
2011 team that won two games.

It’s hard to win in the Valley. It’s a conference where 
the programs with the money and facilities, the 
North Dakota States and South Dakota States, con-
tend and often win national championships.

But you can win at Western Illinois — the Leather-
necks last went to the playoffs in 2017 — and Hen-
drickson has seen that.

“I look at challenges as opportunities,” he said. “I 
think there are perceived challenges of being in a 
tough conference. I look at it as six teams got in (the 
FCS playoffs). The challenge is you play the best, but 
in that lies an opportunity. I’m excited about that 
opportunity to play in the best conference in FCS 
football.”

Hendrickson impressed athletics director Danielle 
Surprenant right away. Their first conversation was 
about Xs and Os, the strategies to rebuilding the pro-
gram. Hendrickson talked about his plans, and his 
journey. He talked about his feelings for the program.

“It left me, after that first initial phone call, to 
think, ‘Gosh, I want to have another one,’” she said.

Hendrickson had his own conversations. When the 
job came open, he got a call from Frisman Jackson, 
the wide receivers coach for the NFL’s Carolina Pan-
thers. Jackson played for Western Illinois when Hen-
drickson’s father was an assistant coach, and he was 
Hendrickson’s position coach with the Leathernecks.

“Fris reached out to me right away,” Hendrickson 
said. “He thought I would be a good fit.“

And I did, too.”
Former teammates have called Hendrickson as 

well.
“We’ve been waiting for this,” he said. “We’ve been 

waiting for a Leatherneck to be the head football 
coach. And I’m excited to carry that torch.”

Hendrickson met with his new team via a Zoom 
call on Friday.

“I am a Leatherneck,” he said. “I’ve sat in their seat, 
I’ve been in their shoes. I know what it takes to be 
successful at Western Illinois.”

Then came the visit to the locker room.
“I sat in there and took it all in,” Hendrickson said. 

“I poured all of my blood and sweat into this place.”
Now he’s back. At home, he said.
Pressure?
“I think pressure is something that’s earned,” he 

said. “I tell my players, if you feel a little bit of pres-
sure in a big game, it’s because you’ve earned it.

“So if there is some pressure, I’m excited about 
that.”

John Bohnenkamp is a national award-winning 
sports reporter and is a contributor to Pen City Cur-
rent. He can be reached at editor@pencitycurrent.com.

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.
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NOW HIRING
Lee County IT Director

The Lee County Board of Supervisors is seeking a qualified appli-
cant for the position of IT Director. Work involves coordination 
and monitoring of the County’s information technology functions 
including County-wide technology needs assessment, development 
and support of in-house or third-party computer applications and 
management of County’s LAN/WAN network, telephone systems, 
computer hardware including personal computers & laptops, print-
ers, cabling and the IBM iSeries computer and software. 

Application forms, background check documents and the job 
description can be downloaded at www.leecounty.org or may be 
obtained at the Lee County Auditor’s Office, 933 Avenue H Fort 
Madison Iowa or by calling the Auditor’s Office at 319-372-3705. 

Completed application and background check documents should 
be sent or delivered to Denise Fraise, Lee County Auditor, 933 
Avenue H, P.O. Box 190, Fort Madison, Iowa, 52627 or emailed to 
dfraise@leecounty.org.  IPERS and benefits available. All appli-
cations should be received by the Auditor’s office by 4:30 PM on 
Wednesday, December 22, 2021. 

Lee County is an Equal Opportunity Employer

We’re Not Southeast Iowa’s
Favorite Dental Office

Without Our Great Team

APPLY TODAY
TO JOIN US!

Pothitakis Dentistry current-
ly needs a Full-Time Hygien-
ist.

Complete an application at
or mail your resume to
1223 S. Gear Avenue,

Eastman Plaza, Suite 302
West Burlington, IA 52655

or email burldental@gmail.com
EOE

HELP
WANTED There’s Snow There’s Snow 

Place Like Home Place Like Home 
for the Holidays.for the Holidays.

As we take time for our family this holiday, we thank you for your support and patronage
and wish you all a very Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year!

Pen City Current will not publish an e–Edition Friday, December 24 through Friday, January 1.
Our special 2021 Year In Review editions will publish

Monday, January 3 through Wednesday, January 5.
Breaking news will continue to be published on our website 24/7.

#ShopLocal
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Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

YOUR AD HERE
for as little as $50 per month

Call Lee at 319.371.4125
or email classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
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Generations of Great Service

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328

All Areas: 877-380-4328
www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Full Service HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison, Burlington, and surrounding 

areas with over 30 Years Experience!

• 24 Hour Service
• Never An Overtime Charge

• FREE Estimates
• Servicing All Makes

319-372-8021 • 1701 41st St., Ft. Madison

The Madison Senior Living knows the holidays are a special time 
of year. The holiday is a perfect time to reflect upon all we are 
grateful and express our love and appreciation for our residents 
and their loved ones, along with the community that embraces 
our facility. We are so appreciative of the trust our residents and 
their families place in our team. Our residents are the heart and 
soul and why The Madison is such a special place to work in 
service to our residents. Thank you and Happy Holidays!

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
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ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Nursing
Rehabilitation

Long-Term Care

WHERE COMPASSION & QUALITY COME FIRST
319-463-5438

Buying or Selling?
Call Karen first!

Karen Hope
(319) 372-4040

• Real Knowledge
• Real Experience
• Real Dedication

Real Results!Real Results!

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
https://www.themadison.biz/
https://dip-n-joe.myshopify.com/#Cmatter1021
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.montrosehealthcenter.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Hope-Associates-Real-Estate-LLC-227221170668648/
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
https://www.facebook.com/Turbo-Wash-Inc-478075205627631
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
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www.DrMarkDDS.com

Merry
Christmas

&
Happy

New Year!

We are grateful to be trusted to care for your family’s oral health.
We wish each & every one a very Merry Christmas & a Happy, Healthy New Year! 

POTHITAKIS DENTAL GROUP
West Burlington
(319) 753-2515

Ft. Madison East
(319) 372-3614

Ft. Madison West
(319) 372-4882

New London
(319) 367-2311

Mediapolis
(319) 394-3255

Burlington
(319) 752-7993

We are very honored to once again be chosen your favorite dentist in southeast Iowa. Thank you!

There is nothing like visiting the Nation’s Capital 
during the National Cherry Blossom Festival 
with the city bathed in pink! Enjoy reserved 
seating for the famed Cherry Blossom Parade 
taking place in Downtown DC along with still 
visiting many of the iconic DC memorials, the 
Smithsonian, Arlington Cemetery and more!

WASHINGTON D.C.

  in full bloom

For More Information:
TrailwaysTravel.com

319.753.2864 x162

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

back with lease savings.
‘We did discuss at the ARPA meeting 

building the health department building. 
Right now with the county piece we’re 
looking at tentatively earmarking $2 mil-
lion of that as a starting point anyway. 
That’s to let the board know where we’re 
at,” Seyb said.

The committee is looking at space, 
drawings, and location and what that 
will look like for the health department. 
The committee is also looking at adding 
space for Lee County EMS Ambulance’s 
Fort Madison bays.

“Short of broadband at $1.9 million, 
this will be the largest commitment of 
monies out of the ARPA providing it 
makes it through committee. That’s what 
were focused on right now,” he said.

Seby said the state is not putting a lot 
of maintenance into that building and 
it’s incumbent upon the county to look 
at that money for the next big thing to 
get done.

Des Moines County is also moving 
forward with plans for a new health de-
partment building using its ARPA funds.

He said the committee is also look-
ing at tourism projects and child care 
projects, but said the committee will be 
developing a clear plan on the direction 
the health department is going, but also 
with respect to child care.

He said the county has applied for a 
grant on behalf of the county’s Empow-

ering Families grant as part of the state’s 
Child Care Challenge grant program 
to see where the county is at with child 
care.

“We put in a for a grant recently that 
will hopefully help define where the 
county is with respect to child care 
issues,” Seyb said.

He said Keokuk and Fort Madison 
school officials are also applying for what 
are called BELIEF grants as part of state 
funding initiatives to look at child care 
options. Seyb said those grants will also 
provide some direction for child care 
providers and schools in the area.

“Those will be three studies looking 
at child care in Lee County. So as far as 
the committee, we’re kind of at a wait-
and-see in the committee to see what 
those studies come back with so we can 
really focus those funds that have been 
set aside to do the best work we can,” he 
said.

County projects have been allocated 
42% of the county’s $6.5 million, while 
child care projects are getting 10% of 
$650,000. Tourism, Housing, and broad-
band efforts are also part of the stimulus 
recommendations.

The committee has already allocated 
$1.9 million to the Southeast Iowa Re-
gional and Economic Port Authority as a 
matching grant to trigger a $5.5 million 
broadband project through Danville 
Telecom in Lee County.

BUILDING - Continued from Page 1

Panel may wait on child care studies 
to determine funding

Rudd 2nd at FM Invitational
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – The crowd was back at the annual Fort Madison Invitational 
wrestling tournament Friday and Saturday.

It may seem like the backdrop to some top-three finishes for Bloodhound wres-
tlers, but the pandemic put a headlock of the event last year and it was good to see 
the Hound Dome and the MPR packed again to watch as sophomore Landon Rudd 
grabbed a runner-up finish at 195 lbs from his spot on the Fort Madison jayvee 
team

Senior Gavin Wiseman and sophomore Teague Smith took third place for the 
Fort Madison varsity squad in the 152 and 160 lb brackets.

Rudd came out of the D pool on Friday night as the top seed in the pool. He then 
scored two pins – one over Columbus’ Ethan Palmer at 2:41 and then scored a pin 
over Muscatine’s Michael Cavieazel in the first period to advance to the title match 
with Cedar Rapids Kennedy’s Colin Flannagan.

Flannagan had control of the match early taking a 13-0 lead in the second period 
before recording the fall at 24 seconds into the final period.

Fort Madison took fifth place in team scoring out of 21 teams with 316 points 
– 22 points out of the top four. Dubuque Hempstead was fourth with 338.5 and 
Ottumwa won the Invitational with 393.5 points.

Wiseman took third at 152 after falling to eventual champion Isaiah Fenton of 
West Burlington/Notre Dame. The senior went 3-0 in pool wrestling Friday night, 
and won his first round match in the bracket wrestling Saturday over Fort Madison’s 
Austin Miller by fall in the second period.

Fenton led 4-1 after the first period, but Wiseman said he got a little aggressive in 
the second period.

“I tried a move that was probably not smart and he was able to take advantage of 
it, but I was wrestling with him til then,” Wiseman said.

The senior said he will probably finish the year wrestling at 152 after wrestling at 
160 lbs up until this weekend..

Smith lost in pool action Friday to Mackinaw’s Gage Sweckard in a 9-5 decision. 
That pitted him against Washington’s Chase Greiner to start gold bracket play on 
Saturday. Smith recorded a pin at 2:33 putting him into the semis against New Lon-
don’s Dominic Lopez (21-0).

Smith wasn’t dejected with the loss citing Lopez’ 3rd place finish in the Class 1A 
tournament last year at 145.

“He’s a really good wrestler. He went to state last year so I knew that would be a 
tough match,” Smith said.

https://www.DrMarkDDS.com
https://trailwaystravel.com/Tour/DC-in-Full-Bloom-2022
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
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