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Hwy. 61 reopens Elections and 
virus keep 
making news

LOOKING BACK ON 2020

DECEMBER 4, 2020 -  8,949- views, 2,913 engagements

No children hurt in morning CL bus crash; man hospitalized
WEST POINT – An area man has 

been airlifted to Iowa City hospi-
tals after crashing into the back of 
a Central Lee school bus Friday 
morning.

According to Lee County Sheriff 
Stacy Weber, the accident happened 
at about 7:30 a.m. in the 1900 block 
of West Point Road.

“No children were injured as a 
result of the accident,” Weber said. 
“But an adult male who struck the 
back of the bus was airlifted from 
the scene to an Iowa City hospital.

“The bus driver did a good job 
protecting the kids and Central Lee 
schools got to the scene very quickly 
to handle the students.”

Weber said the students were 

removed from the bus 
and taken to a shelter 
supplied by Jones Con-
tracting, away from the 
scene.

Central Lee Superin-
tendent Dr. Andy Cro-
zier confirmed that all 

of the students and the driver were 
without injury. He said students and 
the driver were checked out by para-
medics at the scene and by school 
nursing staff back on the property.

“It wasn’t a full bus and it was at 
the start of our route so sometimes 
timing helps and that was the case 
today,” he said.

“Because it was the start of our 
route, I don’t believe there were any 

kids in the back of the bus and we’re 
very thankful for that.”

Crozier was out of town at a meet-
ing and said he believes the bus was 
driven back to the school.

He also thanks Pat and Mag-
gie Jones of Jones Contracting for 
sheltering the students in one of the 
company’s sheds.

“We’re also very concerned about 
the driver of the vehicle and it’s our 
hope that he’s okay,” Crozier said.

The accident remains under 
investigation by the sheriff ’s depart-
ment, but Weber said the bus was 
stationary facing south on a student 
pick-up when it was struck from 
behind by a vehicle also heading 
southbound.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

Subcontractors pull up signage at the intersection of Hwy. 61 and 6th Street on November 5. The con-
struction project lasted almost a full year, with the next stretch from 6th to 10th street in the works. The 
city’s reconstruction of the one-way pairs at 18th and 20th Streets are also moving closer to reality.

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
MON 11 Jan..................................................................Overcast, 32º F/ 15º F
TUE 12 Jan.................................................................Clear Skies, 37º F/ 27º F
WED 13 Jan...................................................................Overcast, 39º F/ 31º F

IOWA LOTTERY
LOTTO AMERICA 01/09.............. 9 25 29 30 39, Star Ball: 10, All Star Bonus: 4
LUCKY FOR LIFE 01/07.......................................... 3 20 25 30 38, Lucky Ball: 18
MEGA MILLIONS 01/08..........................3 6 16 18 58, Mega Ball: 11 Megaplier: 2
PICK 3 01/07, 01/08, 01/09 MIDDAY................................................0 4 9, 5 6 0,
PICK 3 01/07, 01/08, 01/09 EVENING............................................. 0 9 8, 8 9 3,
PICK 4 01/07, 01/08, 01/09 MIDDAY........................................... 7 5 1 8, 5 8 9 5,
PICK 4 01/07, 01/08, 01/09 EVENING........................................7 6 9 5, 3 4 7 5,
POWERBALL 01/09........................ 14 26 38 45 46, Powerball: 13, Power Play: 2

TOP POST - Nov. 5, 2020 - 10,938- views, 822 engagements

WEBER

Editor’s Note:
See ya 2020. 
There was little to smile about in 2020 and 

the loss of our beautiful Kelsey made this 
past year at times insurmountable, unbear-
able, and improbable - often all at the same 
time.

But pressing on we managed to continue 
to provide local coverage of the events that 
matter most to you.

From crime, politics and 
business, to sports, obitu-
aries, and yes, health, we 
put together 224 E-editions, 
while maintaining 24/7 web-
site traffic and social media 
channels.

Each year as we start the new year we look 
back at the news and events that shaped the 
lives of those in north Lee County. 

The coronavirus will carry a heavy pres-
ence editorially this year. With daily reports 
on 14-day positivity rates, and the actions 
taken at all levels of government to help the 
public stay clear of the virus that is being 
connected to almost 4,000 deaths in Iowa 
alone in 2020 took up a lot of column inches 
this year.

We’ve lost loved ones, watched others 
suffer from afar, and heard the heroic tales 
of the front line health care professionals.

We’ve written about schools scrambling to 
serve the interests of not just students and 
staff, but families across Lee County.

And we’ve seen the gaping holes the virus 
has uncovered in our ability to stay connect-
ed in and between our rural communities.

The criteria for selecting the stories is 
based on Google analytics and social media 
traction on a month-to-month basis. We 
will combine two months per issue for the 
next six issues.

Current news will continue to be posted 
on our website and social media channels.

We hope you enjoy looking back on the 
year with us as we usher in a new year with 
a glance to regressing coronavirus and the 
peace that should follow along.

We thank you for your patronage and 
wish you a wonderful new year. 

VANDENBERG

https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://www.OpenWeatherMap.org
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We Remember Our Loved Ones Lost in 2020
Zephan William Abel
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Dustin Thompson Colyer

Cheryl Connors
Jay Frank Cook
Benita B. Coons

Laura Joan Cooper
Larry Gene Coppage

Rosena M. “Skip”
Coppage

Joseph “Joe” Daniel
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Dr. Rick C. Courtney
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Ruby Rose (Cron) Smith
Vida Suzanne Curtis
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Edna Jean Daggs
John Charles Paul

Daugherty
Mary Alice Davis

Peggy F. Davis

Alma Cora Dawson
Gary L. Dawson

Patricia Beth Decker Finley
Michael J. DeHaven

Cheryl Lynn Denning
Earl Edward DePew, Jr.

Marianna Derr
Betty Jo Dial

Ray Thomas “Tom”
Dickson, II
Doris Ditto

Edward  L. Dodds
Elizabeth Jane Dodge 

James L. Doore
Alga “Colleen” Douglas

Judith Kay Dowell
Thomas J. Durgin
Nancy Sue Eads
Donna S. Eaves

Jack Edward Eaves
Dale Joseph Eckhardt

Elizabeth Edwards
Lillian Renee Lynn Eid

Patricia Elder
Jerry Elliott

Franklin “Frank” L. Ellis
Calvin Elschlager

Francis Mark Enderle
Connie Sue Estes

Cindy J. Faul
Harry E. Fedler

Gary Felgar
Thomas Harold Ferguson

Connie Ferrill
James M. “Jim” Fish
Roy Edward Flatten

Mary Ann Fleckenstein
Eleanor Louise Folluo

J.D. Boyd Foster
A.B. “Sonny” Fraise

Dale S. Fraise
David J. Fraise

Eugene Stace Fraise
Chase William Frank

Kevin W. Fuget
Ann Fullenkamp

Judy Ann Fullenkamp
Bendlage

Milton C. Garrison
Douglas Gates

Carol “Eileen” Gaylord
Dolores H. Genck

Stephen Ray Genck
Theresa Giannaris

Noreen Ruth Gilbert
Jerry Lee Gillespie, Jr.

Thomas Edison
Gilman, Jr.

Laura M. Glidewell
Jeanne Juanita
Golembiewski

Esther Elizabeth Gray
Daniel Thomas Green
Victoria Marie Green

Steven E. Greenig
Steven Griffiths

Martha E. “Marcy”
Grimwood

Alice Jane Groene
John William Grogan

Aarin J Guzman
Eleanor Eunice “Ellie”

Hagmeier
Ora J. Halferty
Felix M. Hall

Evelyn M. Hamilton
Neoma M. Hamm

Dennis Dean Hamma
Tony O’Neil Hand
Carol K. Hardin

Linda Kay Hardin Ohnoutka
Nedra Hardin Adkins

Elaine M. Harlow
John “Jack” Harrington

Allen Dale Harrison
Charles “Charlie” G. Har-

rison
Gary Dean Harryman, Jr.

Carla Hart
Connie Charlene Hart

William “Bill” Allan Hart
Jared Walton Hasek

 Carol Ann Hasenclever
Hazel L. Hawes

Garnet M. Hayes
William Henry Hayes

Joan D. Hays
Patricia Heidbreder
Thomas R. Helling
John Joseph Helwig

Christopher R. Hemphill
Betty Kathryn (Herzog) 

Thompson
Dennis A. “Butch” Heth

Rita Jeanne (Hierstein) Hull
Robert Martin Higby
Daril Dewayne Hill

Theresa Ann Hillgartner

Frances Marie Hilpert
Ronald C. Hines, Sr.

Delmar John Hirschler
Dorothy K. Hoffman
Jennifer L. Holliday
Francis E. Holmes

Raymond Homer Holt
Delbert Stephen

Holtkamp
Donald Ambrose

Holtkamp
Carol Honadel

Jerry D. Honadel
Thelma “Louise” Hope

Linda Sue Horn
Michael Dean Horn
Beverly J. Hoskins

Earl E. Hoskins
Roger Dale Hoskins

Fredrick Leroy Howe
Patty F. Howell

Dominyck Ray Hubbard
Harvey “Bud” Huffman, Jr.

Viola Irene Hunold
Dixie Diane Huss

Ruth Frances Hutson
Howard Francis Hymes
Judith A. “Judy” Ikerd
Norman (Putt) Alfred 

Inman
Debra J. Ireland

Tony Jacobsmeier
Ann A. James

Marie Kay James
Sandra Kay Janssen

Kathryne R. “Kay” Jeffries
James E. Jenkins

Dale Wayne Johnson
Marc Raymond Johnson

Dolores Ann Jones
Robert “Bob” Jack Jones

Wade P. Jones
Nola J. Joy

Elizabeth “Betty” Kaiser
Maurice Fred “Junior”

Kaltefleiter, Jr.
Jerry J. Kamp

Patrick J. Kamp
Robert Lewis Kaufman
Jack L. “Pappason” Kay
Geraldine Mable Kayser 

Davis
Sister Patricia Keating

Kenneth James “Jim” Kersten

Gertrude Julia Ketcham
Anna Ruth King

Michael J. Kinman
Audrey A. Kipp

Bernice Kirchner
Patti A. Kirchner

Hila (Kirkpatrick) Nickel
Jerry J. Knapp

David William Knowles
Mary Maxine Kokjohn

James Ernest Koller
Lucene T. Kramer

Charles “Chuck” Wayne 
Kratzer

Lillian “Lil” Faye Kraus
Hilda K. Krogmeier

Judith Kay Patricia “Judy” 
Krogmeier

Karen T. Krogmeier
Ronald Eugene

Krogmeier
Linda Jo Kruse

Terry Kunde
Michael Todd Lamm

Nellie Mae Ruth Lamma
Annabelle Lammering

Wendell Woodson Land
Keith J. Landis

Richard D. Lanfranco
Neal Lassmann

Kimberly Marie Lefler
Analie S. Leininger

Carolyn Jean (LeMaster) 
Potts

Eleanor A. Link
Georgia Ann Long

James R. “Sonny” Lovell
Helen Ann Lowenberg

Mark Lowman
Anita Darlene Luckett

James C. Ludwig
Roland Edward

Mansheim
William Henry Marple

Norma D. Marshall
Richard Joseph Marshall
Clyde Herman Martin, Jr.
Donna Martin–Netherton

Larry G. Martin
Karen R. Martinez

Thomas Wayne Matheis
Allen Lee Matous

Clifford Mathew Matta
Gerald S. Matter
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Michael “Mike” Philip 
Mauzy

Rebecca Ann Mauzy
Ray P. McCarl

Wanda M. McClellan
Vearl Hatfield McCombs

Mary M. “Betty”
McDowell

Patrick Leonard McEntee
Addison Layne McFerren

R. Forrest McFerren
Kevin McGee

Ronald Lee McIntosh
Helen McMillan
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Grice Miler
Carol Jean McVey

Betty J. Mead
Mabel Medaris

John R. Medland
Robert “Bob” Mehmert
Betty Mary Meierotto 

Wilkens
Mary Margaret “Margie”

Meierotto
Dianne (Dinah) Lee Mein-

hardt
Mae Lu Meister

Carolina M. Mendez
Amy C. Menke

Corinne “Cory” Menke
Leroy “Pete” Delmar Menke

Susan J. Meredith
Eileen Alberta (Mertens) 

Wheeler
Sharon Ann Mertens

Larry Dean
Messerschmitt

Charlotte D. Mettenburg
Jereldene Muenzenmaier

Cathy L. Meyers

Mary Alice Mikels Rockel 
Worden

Norma L. Miller
Ruby Emma Mitchell

Carl W. Moeller
Vera May Mohart

Dawn Marie Monical
Robert C. Morawitz

Robert Joseph Morrison
Rebecca Sue “Susie”

Mortimer
Mary E. Mower

Richard “Rick” Munoz
Sheri Lynn Needham

Frances A. Neff
H. Wayne Nelson

Frances Christine “Chris” 
Nerhus

Darla Jo Newberry
Richard E. Newberry

Louise E. Newby
Victoria “Vickie” L.

Nichols
Robert B. “Bob”

Nicholson
Sandra Kay “Sandy”

Nicholson
G. Sam Nicol
Mary E. Noel

Daniel Keith Nolan, Sr.
June Marie Odell

Deanna Rose Osborne 
Delores “Dodie” Page
Tony “Bones” Palmer

Erma I. Parlier
Ronald “Ron” Edward Payne

Elaine B. Peitz
Virginia Ruth “Ginny”

(Perau) Danielson
Donna Marie Persky

Jacob “Jake” Alan Pezley
William J. (Bud) Pieper

Milton Robert “Bob” Poet-
ting

Phyllis Agnes Pollpeter
Richard M. Poulter

Leroy Pounder
Steven Lee Powelson

Richard E. “Dick” Powers
Carmen M. Prado

Myron Wayne Pundt
Beverly R. Rahn
Steven A. Rankin

William Delbert Real
Gwendolyn Diane Redd

Carol G. Reed
Liam Shayne Reittinger

Marvin “Dale”
Richardson

David L. Richers, Jr.
Janie Lynn Richers

Jean Marie Rickelman
Eileen M. Riley

Freda Mae (Riley)
Benedict

Charles E. Rippenkroeger
Cynthia Christine

Rippenkroeger
Betty Sue Riter

Carol S. Robbins
Joan E. Roberts

Ronald R. Roberts
Leonard L. “Jeff ”

Rockhold
Michael Paul “Mike” Rodefer

Carla D. Rodeffer
Eugene “Chink” George 

Rooney
Nina M. Rubemeyer

Sharon E. Sander
Carl Joseph Sanders

Frances Lorinda Glory 
Sanders

Francis John “Frank” Sartory
JoAnn M. Sayler

Connie Sue Schmitz
Oweda Irene Schneider

Robert Andrew Schneider 
Donald Lemoyne

Schrader
William Eugene Schulze
Nicholas James “Nick” 

Schwartz
Paul Leo Scott

Franklin D. Secord
Ray Stephen Selby

Mary Kathryn Sickels
Celia Siegrist

Kelly F. Skelton
Belva A. Skinner

Barbara Ann Smith
Irene Smith

Joseph M. “Little Joe” Smith
Michael T. “Mickey” Smith

John “Jack” Smutzer
David Eugene Soppe

Jan Lee Sorensen
Gary Allen Sprague

Gregory John “Buzz” Stark
Wayne Earl St. Clair

Lois “Reta” Steele
Richard “Rick” Steffen

Dennis R. Stein
Roxanne E.D. Stemple

Philomena Rose
Stephenson

Madison Germain
Sterne, (M.G.)

Verlan Lee Stevens, Sr. 
Albert L. “Al” Stevenson

Joan Lee Stevenson
Veta M. Stewart

Laura Evelyn Stoneburner
Jean Ann St.Ores

James “Jim” T. Strunk
Patricia Stutes Pfeiferling

Wendell “Wayne”
Summers II

Frank W. Sunden
Charles “Chuck” Super

Robert Allen “Bob” Sutton
Sandra K. Sutton

Gary Alan Swainey
Amy Michelle
Swinderman

Mark Alan Swinderman
Elizabeth “Betty” L.

Thannert
Jacqulin K. Thompson
Richard A. Thompson

Shirley Anne Thompson
Dawn M. Todd
Terry Kay Todd

Barbara “Barb” Jean
Tompkins

Dennis Warren Toops
Carolyn Vivian Trelstad

William “Bill” Allen Trimble
Elbert E. Tripp

Kevin Lynn Tripp
Michael Turner

Geneva M. Tutwiler
Linda Carolyn Uchida
Darlene Mary Umthun
Robert S. “Bob” Vance

Kelsey Ray Vandenberg
Randy K. “R.V.” Vass

Norma Jeanne Vaughn
Margaret Joy Vice

Irwin R. “Sonny” Wade, Jr.
Edward L. “One Feather” 

Wagner
Pumphrey Walker

Stanley Eugene Walker
Susan P. Walker

Thomas “Tommy” Dean 
Ward

Carl Linn Washburn
Josephine Marie

Waterman
James Ronald “Ron” Weber

Lucille Helen Weiler
Siegfried K. Weiler

Miriam Ellen Weisinger
David L. Weller 

Clinton J Wellman
Crescentia Wellman
Eva Marie Wellman
Gary Kimball Welsh

Kathryn Ann “Kathy” 
Wemette

Betty Jean Wendorf
John Jack West

John Charles Westercamp
Billy “Rene” Whalen

Kenneth “Duck”
Whitaker

Dennis Michael White
Linda Charlene Williams

Theresa Jeannette
(Williamson) Slaughter 

House
Eugene “Gene”
Wilmesmeier

Mary “Joan” Wilson
Harold E. Wilson

Bernard Wingerter
Bertha C. Witte

William (Bill) Francis Wolf
Christopher M. Wolfskill

Norman Keith Woods
Shirley Antoinette Worrell
Deborah Amelia Wright

J.D. Wyatt, Jr.
Lasca E. Yerington

Jane Ellen Zane
Jeneale J. Zumdome
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BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – We’re all stuck inside, but 
Rachel Steffensmeier of Fort Madison made the 
most of her time wandering around at home 
during this throttle back of socialization.

And if she has her way you’ll be doing curls while 
your chicken risotto is simmering, or your whites 
are tumbling.

With the help of her mom Jenny, the two have 
launched a new product of home decor weights 
called Subtle Impacts.

These are incognito work out tools that double as 
art-deco placed around your home.

“Weights look kinda dumb laying around on 
the floor,” said Rachel with a laugh. “And I’ve seen 
other people use different things for weights like 
milk jugs or other knick knacks, so we’ve designed 
something that fits that, but also works in any 
room.”

The new line can be found at the following web-
site: https://subtleimpacts.com/ or on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/subtleimpacts/ and also 
on Instagram.

Rachel said she was nervous about presenting the 
idea to her mother, but said Jenny jumped right on 
board.

“It’s her idea,” Jenny said.
Jenny Steffensmeier is the owner of Steffensmeier 

Welding & Manufacturing in Pilot Grove, and said 
the two tinkered around with the ideas at the shop, 
but ultimately ended up working with a foundry 

out of Webster City, Iowa.
The two have just launched the product line and 

are starting with just the Impact line to judge reac-
tion to the products.

“It’s gonna be fun along the way when we see the 
questions and suggestions people come up with. 
That will definitely be part of the design concepts 
down the line.”
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5636 Avenue O, Fort Madison, IA
(319) 372-8105

Located right across the road from Jim Baier Ford in Fort Madison

Complete Rental
PRICE BEAT GUARANTEE

Show us
an advertised price or quote

*Not valid with any other discounts

WE’LL BEAT IT BY 15%

Jenny Steffensmeier, left, and daughter Rachel Steffensmeier have launched a new line of 
home decor exercise equipment called Subtle Impact. The weights double as room decor and 
fit almost any room in your home.

Courtesy photo

NOV. 27, 2020 - 7,017 views, 1,168 
engagements

Steffensmeier ladies  
launch Subtle Impact

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – The final pieces to the puzzle are in place for the Fort Madi-
son wrestling team, as the season opens this weekend in New London.

The Bloodhounds were originally scheduled to compete in the packed two-day 
Independence Invitational, but that event has been cancelled and the Bloodhounds 
are staying a little closer to home.

The New London Invitational will feature about 10 teams on Saturday starting at 
10 a.m.

Smith said the Hounds wrapped up team competitions Wednesday to see who will 
have the top spots going into this weekend.

“Some of the weight classes are only one person deep,” Smith said Wednesday. “But 
we have capable kids that are willing to jump into a spot.”

Anchoring the Hounds this year will be 2020 state qualifier Owen Kruse who’s 
starting the year at 132 lbs and beat Brock Califf in final tryouts Wednesday. Kruse 
will likely scale down to the 126 weight class early in the season.

We’d like to get him back to state and get him on the podium,” Smith said.
Gavin Wiseman is a junior coming a off 24-win season and finished 3rd and 4th 

at districts in his freshman and sophomore year. He’ll go for the Hounds at 145 this 
year.

“He’s been right there and Mason’s (Schau) has been right there, but our goal is 
to maximum everyone’s potential and when it’s all said and done we want them to 
know they gave it their all.” Smith said.

“Wherever they end up we want them knowing it wasn’t from a lack of effort. They 
got the most out of themselves. If they can do that – we can live with that. With that 
being said, if everyone does that we’ll have contenders for state.”

DEC. 3, 2020 - 6,130 views, 424 engagements

Bloodhounds finally get 
to mat after COVID start

Fort Madison’s Mat-
thew Steffensmeier 
works on a Fairfield 
wrestler last season. 
The 2020-21 season 
was slow to start due 
to a COVID shutdown 
of winter sports pre-
season practices.

New season

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Fort Madison Fire Lieutenant Neal Gathers said in 20 years 
of fire service, Tuesday night was near the top of his list of scariest things ever in 
service to others.

The Fort Madison Fire Department was dispatched to a stranded boater just north 
of the Burlington Northern Santa Fe bridge at about 4:45 p.m. Tuesday.

The boater was in a 25-foot pleasure boat and had been spotted by residents on 
high point with an anchor in on the south side of Dutchman Island just north of the 
bridge.

Gathers said the original call to LeeComm was at about 4:22 p.m. and originally 
went to Department of Natural Resources officers, but after no response was re-
ceived Lee Comm dispatched Fort Madison Fire at about 4:44 and rescue personnel 
were on the river at about 5:20 p.m.

The man was taking his boat from Minnesota to Louisiana and got beached due 
to the high winds on the river – winds that wreaked havoc on the fire department as 
they tried to get to him.

Firefighters Justin Cain, Dale Brisby and Gathers took the boat out.
“When we headed out it was so gusty and dangerous, in 20 years that’s one of the 

five scariest things I’ve ever had to do,” Gathers said.
“We got stuck going out in the main channel – got pushed into the mud then had 

waves and muddy water coming into the boat and had it half full. We had to throw 
an anchor out to get pulled out and around and headed up river.”

NOV. 11, 2020 - 5,751 views, 1,487 engagements
Firemen pull man to safety off island

https://subtleimpacts.com/
https://www.facebook.com/subtleimpacts/
https://completerentalfm.com/
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onePAC your medication
made easy

free delivery or mailing

rashiddrug.com

Resolve to make healthcare easier in the new year!

1301 37th St., Fort Madison | 319-372-9145

BY PCC STAFF
FORT MADISON – Former southeast Iowa State 

Senator Gene Fraise has passed away due to complica-
tions of COVID-19.

Fraise was born and raised in the 
West Point area where he established 
his roots raising his family and farming. 
His served on the Lee County Board of 
Supervisors for seven years and served 
and retired from the Iowa Senate after 27 
years.

He was the longest serving senator in 
District 42.

He was instrumental in the building of the 61 Bypass, 
the Bridgeport Bridge project and serving as the only 
non-lawyer judiciary committee head in the history of 
the state of Iowa.

Schmitz Funeral Home in West Point is handling the 
arrangements.

NOV. 28, 2020 - 5,997 views, 1,182 
engagements

Long-time legislator, 
farmer Fraise dead at 88 

FRAISE

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Iowa is closing in on 200,000 pos-
itive cases of coronavirus and is now over 2,100 deaths.

Statistically speaking, that means currently 1.1% of the 
people who get COVID in Iowa die from it.

Fort Madison Community Hospital CEO Shelby Bur-
chett said that’s an incredibly high price to pay for not 
wearing a mask and keeping socially distant.

“You can look at this in the aggregate if you want to, 
but 1% to all of us will seem like 100% if it’s a loved one,” 
Burchett said Thursday morning in an interview with 
Pen City Current.

Burchett said hospital resources locally and through-
out the state are being stretched thin in all areas from 
equipment, to staffing, to facilities and even transport 
abilities, due to the record setting numbers throughout 
the state.

Great River Health System CEO 
Matt Wentzel and Medical Director Dr. 
Michael McCoy will be giving a system 
update on Friday sponsored by the Great-
er Burlington Partnership. FMCH now 
operates as part of Great River Health.

Burchett said social distancing and 
wearing face coverings are the two 

biggest arrows in the quiver, but personal accountabil-
ity will be the biggest driver in slowing the spread. She 
pleaded with everyone to follow local health department 
and Centers for Disease Control recommendations 
because the coronavirus doesn’t discriminate.

“It matters. And the scarier thing is you just don’t 
know how it will affect each person. Someone who is 
seemingly healthy could succumb to this,” she said. “It 
takes on its own form for every person it affects. It’s very 
scary.”

The Lee County Board of Health put out a directive 

earlier this week saying it expects everyone over the age 
of 2 to be 100% compliant in wearing masks, with the 
exception of medical conditions that make it difficult.

Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds got as close as she ever 
has to instituting a mask mandate on Monday requiring 
masks indoors where social distancing isn’t possible 
and at all high school, college and professional sporting 
events.

She also limited indoor groups to 15 and outdoor 
groups to 30 and pleaded with Iowans to stick with im-
mediately family over the holidays.

Burchett said she agreed with tougher stance and 
asked again for residents to give value to those recom-
mendations.

“Those requests may seem extreme coming up on the 
holidays, but it is really critical to focus on enjoying our 
immediate families and using other methods like Zoom, 
Facetime, and even the telephone for extended family,” 
she said.

FMCH CEO says accountability critical to ease pressures
NOV. 19, 2020 - 5,840 views,797 engagements

BURCHETT

West Point Mayor Paul Walker issues a proclamation to honor Sonny’s Supermarket and owner 
Deina Merschbrock for their efforts with disabled employees as part of the Hope Haven pro-
gram. Merschbrock was honored at Monday’s West Point City Council meeting.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

LEE COUNTY – November is Nation-
al Hospice and Palliative Care Month. 
Lee County Health Department-Hospice 
is announcing that their 2020 Volunteer 
of the Year is Herb Moeller.

Herb was recently honored at the Hos-
pice and Palliative Care Association of 
Iowa Virtual Conference. Herb has been 

helping with LCHD-Hospice since 2005 when his wife 
Sandy was a Hospice volunteer. 

Before Sandy died, she told Herb her wish was that 
he would become a volunteer and continue the work 
that was so very important to her. Herb has been a full 
time volunteer since Sandy’s death in February 2018. 

Moeller named LCHD hospice 
top volunteer of 2020

NOV. 24, 2020 - 5,269 views, 439 
engagements

MOELLER

https://www.rashiddrug.com
https://tammyreynolds.fbfsagents.com/
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We’re in this Together.
Protect your family & community:

COVER COUGHS & SNEEZES
STAY HOME WHEN ILL
WASH HANDS OFTEN

#3 John Bennett Drive#3 John Bennett Drive
Fort MadisonFort Madison

www.leecountyhd.orgwww.leecountyhd.org

(319) 372.5225(319) 372.5225

At this time we are also offering curbside pick-up for orders 
over $20. Orders can be placed via phone (319-837-6126), 
email (sonnysmarket@hotmail.com) or Facebook messanger 
(@sonnyssupermarket). Immediate reaction to Social Media 
is not guaranteed.

Call for curbside pickup
319.837.6126 

327 5th Street, West Point, IA

Donnellson woman pleads to have Bengal cats returned
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

DONNELLSON – A Donnellson woman is plead-
ing with local officials to return several cats that were 
trapped near her property and taken away.

In a story that’s turning out to have more than nine 
lives of it’s own, Donnellson city officials, PAW animal 
shelter are all wrapped up in the relocation of “Mama”. 
… and apparently another cat that was taken to the 
country as a stray.

Debbie Gilman is a senior living in and out of a home 
in Donnellson and she has six cats, four licensed with 
the city. The cats are semi-secure, but Gilman admits 
they wander around into a field behind a neighbor’s 
home and could be wandering elsewhere.

Several of the cats living on Gilmans’ property are 
highly sought after Bengal cats. Bengals are from a 
lineage of Egyptian Maus and Asian Leopard cats. It’s 
not unheard of for these animals to go for more than 
$1,000 a piece.

The cats are energetic and inquisitive and are bred 
for revenue and have unique stripe and spot patterns 
similar to leopards.

Gilman said she has sold a few of the cats, but has 
been battling illnesses and just wants to retire to the 
countryside and live with the pets.

On or around Oct. 10, one or more of her cats were 
live trapped and taken away. One was taken on the 10th 
was called “Mama”, a pregnant Bengal that was taken 
by Donnellson City Clerk Rebecca Schau to the PAW 
Animal Shelter in Fort Madison.

The cats, according to everyone but Gilman, were 
taken from a neighbor’s garage in a live trap that was 
set up there. Gilman said she isn’t sure that’s the case. 
She said no one has shown her proof where they were 
trapped.

West Point/Donnellson Police Chief Brad Roberts 
said no trap was put on her property. He said the cats 
were trapped roaming in a neighbor’s garage after that 
resident called in a complaint that they were in the 
garage.

“We got a call from a citizen who said strays were 
in her garage and wanted to know if we could remove 
them. Our policy is to provide a live catch, and then if 
we catch them and they have tags we make an attempt 
to find the owner. If that’s not available we take the 
animal to PAW.”

NOV. 5, 2020 - 5,594 views,1,154 engagements

FORT MADISON – Five Fort Madison Bloodhounds were put on the 
All-District team for 2020 season, but two seniors were given special recogni-
tion.

Keaton Poe was named the District 5 Defensive Player of the Year, and class-
mate Brock Califf was named Specialist of the Year.

Poe was 2nd in the district in total tackles with 61.5 behind Mt. Pleasant’s 
Klayton Kleinkopf with 63. He was tops in the district in solo tackles with 37.

Califf was tops in the district in kickoff return yards with 441 
yards. Of Califf ’s 12 kickoff returns he scored touchdowns on 
three, with longest being 88 yards, both also tops in the district.

Also getting first team All-District honors were lineman Ethan 
Deacon, running back/defensive back Calem MacLearn and wide 
receiver/defensive back Tate Johnson.

Deacon had 23.5 tackles and sack on the year, but anchored 
one of the most prolific Hounds offensives in three decades. 
MacLearn rushed for 392 yards on the year averaging 6.3 yards 
per carry, which was 5th overall in the district for back with more 
than 50 carries.

Johnson had a solid year on both sides of the ball. The senior 
had 306 yards in receptions, but scored seven touchdowns, which 
tied with two others for tops in the district. Johnson was fifth in 
the district in tackles and fourth in picks with three on the season 
including two for touchdowns.

Making second team All-District were Landes Williams at Quarterback, Will 
Larson, QB/WR/Def. Back, Levi Lowney, lineman, and Bryce Britton, lineman.

Juniors and senior named to the All-Academic team were Williams, Califf, 
Gavin Wiseman, Larson, Johnson, Jakob McGowan, Maclearn, Poe, Seth Men-
dez, Joey Dodson, Abram Lorence, Britton and Deacon.

Joey Dodson received the team’s Stephen B. Saunders award at a banquet last 
week. The Tom Walljasper Leadership Award went to Poe. The Jeff Pieper Top 
Defensive Lineman Award went to Britton and the John “Pete” Peters MVP 
award went to Brock Califf.

Califf, Poe get district 
Players of the Year honors

CALIFF

POE

NOV. 14, 2020 - 5,358 views,417 engagements

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – Coronavirus activity is almost at an all-time high in Lee 
County since data began being collected in March.

Over the weekend, 49 new positive cases were identified and on Monday 24 more 
new cases were discovered for a total of 73 new cases since the last report from Lee 
County Health Department on Friday at 3:30 p.m.

There was also an additional death reported bringing the county total fatalities 
attributed to COVID-19 to 13.

The county’s 14-day positivity rate now stands at 13.1% with 1,104 positive cases 
and 688 of those reported as recovered, leaving 416 residents still fighting the affects 
of the virus.

The state, as of today, is at it’s second highest 14-day rolling total of positive cases 
at 23,641. The high was 23,698 on Sunday.

Lee County’s rolling 14-day total stands at 224, with a high of 260 on Aug. 31.

NOV. 2, 2020 - 4,898 views,704 engagements
Lee County virus activity reaches all-time high

http://www.leecountyhd.org
https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
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Rocking around the Christmas tree
to help save you money

at Christmas time.

Give us a call today
Auto Home Business Life 

319-835-5000
Welch’s Insurance

These important holiday health care tips are brought to you by

319-372-6530 • www.fmchosp.com

Happy  HolidaysHappy  Holidays
Healthy

^Gathering for the holidays is something we look forward to all year 
long. Here are some tips to keep those you love healthy this year.

• Rethink how you connect – host a virtual event – sharing recipes 

ahead of time so you can all enjoy the same feast.

• If you do gather, limit the size and scope of your gatherings.

• Gather in a space where families can stay 6’ apart, outdoors is 

best. If indoors, open the windows.

• Wear a mask and safely store your mask when eating & drinking.

• Bring your own food or have one person serve the meal.

• Use disposable plates and utensils.

• WASH YOUR HANDS OFTEN!

The Scooters Coffee drive thru in the Fareway Meat and Grocery parking lot in Fort Madison 
began construction in November. The new unit is now open for business.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

NOV. 13, 2020 - 5,068 views, 513 engagements

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

DES MOINES – Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds said 
Thursday that election results show Iowans approve of 
how she’s handled the state’s COVID crisis.

At a press conference held Thursday morning from 
Des Moines, Reynolds said virus activity is high, and 
Iowans need to hunker down for the next three weeks. 
But she said overall, Iowans said Tuesday that agree 
with her handling of the crisis.

“Iowans said, through this election, they agreed with 
how we’ve handled COVID-19,” Reynolds said. “It 
was a critically important election that reflects Iowans 
somewhat agreed how we handled not only COVID 19, 
but the conservative fiscal approach we’ve taken.”

She said nine months ago experts didn’t know as 
much about the virus and the state took large mitiga-
tion efforts to curb the spread.

But now there’s more information, more testing, and 
more enhanced treatments for the disease and those 
decisions aren’t required now despite the surging num-
bers of infections and hospitalizations in the state.

The state reported 41,000 new coronavirus cases in 
October with a positivity rating of 14.3%. Hospitaliza-
tions went from 393 on Oct. 1 to 676 on Oct. 31.

She asked Iowans to “double down” on efforts over 
the next three weeks to help curb the rise in infections 
going into the holiday weekend.

“It’s up to every single one of us to do the simple 
things that each of us can do in our daily lives that will 
make a difference,” Reynolds said.

“Wear a mask, social distance, wash your hands, stay 
home when sick, get tested, follow your quarantine if 
you have the virus, and I’ll add get a flu shot,” she said.

“As weather changes and more activities move in 
doors carefully consider whether certain events are 
worth the risk. Consider holiday gatherings and make a 
plan to celebrate together safely and responsibly.”

NOV. 5, 2020 - 4,334 views, 542 
engagements

Reynolds says elections 
affirms state’s handling 

of coronavirus

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY – Following Monday’s live televised 
address to the state by Gov. Kim Reynolds on the recent 
surge of the coronavirus, the Lee County Board of Health 
issued new strongly worded directives to Lee County 
residents.

The Board of Health met Tuesday morning and went a 
step further in recommending that people stay away from 
any gatherings where people may not be masked.

The directive tells residents to wear an appropriate face 
covering every time they leave their home, and when they 
might be within 6 feet of anyone outside their household.

“The purposes of your face covering is to protect others 
and the purposed of their face covering is to protect you,” 
the directive read.

“If you find yourself in a place where other people are 
not wearing face coverings appropriately, you are at great 
risk. You should consider leaving or avoiding that place 
altogether.”

Michele Ross, administrator at LCHD said the intent 

of that language is to encourage people to avoid putting 
themselves in high risk situations.

“If you go somewhere and people are gathering and not 
socially distancing or not wearing face coverings, you are 
putting yourself in a high risk situation for potential ex-
posure to the virus since we do have substantial commu-
nity spread,” Ross said.

As with any mask recommendations, the exceptions are 
for children less than 2 years of age, or those with legiti-
mate medical conditions that would preclude them from 
wearing a face covering.

“However, it is anticipated that the majority of people in 
the community can wear a face covering and 100% usage 
in public is expected to get the maximum benefit from 
this measure,” the release indicated.

“During this pandemic, Lee County Board of Health 
asks each citizen of Lee County to immediately comply 
with these recommended directives to slow the transmis-
sion of the virus.”

NOV. 17, 2020 - 4,316 views, 1,175 engagements

Lee County Board of Health issues strong statement

http://www.WelchsIns.com
https://www.fmchosp.com/
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Pothitakis Dentistry

www.DrMarkDDS.com

Now Accepting New Patients.

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753-2515

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry
319-372-3614

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry West

319-372-4882

6 Convenient Locations to Serve You

APARTMENTS FOR RENT
Chateau Apartments Extra 

Clean & Quiet
Apartments for Rent 

Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Just three years into the new gig, 
Fort Madison Athletic Director Jeremy Swink has been 
named Southeast Iowa Middle School AD of the year.

Swink, who was hired as the Fort Madison AD in 
2018, said he was surprised even be-
ing nominated by was humbled by the 
honor.

“To be recognized by your colleagues 
and peers is something very humbling,” 
Swink said. “But I have a feeling that 
there’s others out there that are more 
deserving that me.”

Swink said ADs throughout the coun-
try are scrambling right now day to day to redo sched-
ules, working with other ADS and administrators.

The honor comes from the Iowa High School Athletic 
Directors Association that honors five middle school 
and five high school ADS each year.

Swink said he’s not even sure he cast a ballot after the 
nomination forms were sent out due to hectic schedule 
he’s been dealing with the school being in remote learn-
ing models.

“It was certainly nothing that was on my radar and 
honestly, I don’t know that I saw the ballots,” Swink 
said. “I would certainly say this is a surprise to me.”

Swink was the Athletic Director, teacher and coach at 
Burlington Notre Dame for three years prior to coming 
to Fort Madison.

Swink gets Middle 
school AD honor

NOV. 5, 2020 - 4,194 views, 330 
engagements

SWINK

Residents lined Avenue G in downtown Fort Madison on Friday night as the annual Lighted 
Parade made its way between thousands that came out to kick off the holiday season. 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

NOV. 30, 2020 - 1,835 views, 138 engagements

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – A local historian has reached back 
in time to chronicle the building, razing, rebuilding, dis-
assembling and reconstruction of the fort that ultimately 
became the namesake of Fort Madison.

Michael Killoren spent the last three years researching 
and producing the 32 minute video called “The Building of 
Fort Madison – The First Fort on the Upper Mississippi.”

The video is being sold at the Old Fort for $9.95 with all 
proceeds going to the Old Fort.

Killoren grew up in Fort Madison and never saw a fort 
here and always had a curiosity of that anomaly consider-
ing the city’s name.

“When the opportunity presented itself, I took it on.” 
Killoren said Monday during a press event commemorat-
ing the first official sale of a video to Fort Madison Mayor 
Matt Mohrfeld at the Fort.

“I didn’t realize how big it would be. We left out a lot, 
but for me it was very personal in getting to know the 
people who are responsible for it.”

Killoren takes viewers on quick historical tour of the 
Fort’s beginning and relatively short life. The Fort was 
originally called a Factory, because it was a place where 
governmental officers called Factors would trade for need-
ed goods.

Old Fort Director Dr. Eugene Watkins provides nar-
ratives, along with other notable Fort Madison figures as 
historical records and logs are read into the account.

After a short run of just over a decade, the fort ran into 
supply issues, most notably food stuffs began to rot and 
had to be disposed of and fort leaders decided to burn the 
fort in 1813 and fled the area by boat.

Local historian Killoren chronicles Old Fort in video
NOV. 10, 2020 - 1,386 views, 122 engagements

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
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Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Complete Comfort. Affordable Price.

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service • Never An Overtime Charge
FREE Estimates • Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Full Service 
HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison,

Burlington, and
surrounding areas
with over 30 Years 

Experience!

This little piggy 
went to market

and never lost money.1

Banking on the market to fund your retirement can be 
risky. I can help you lock in solid gains and protect 

yourself from downside risk. Call me today.

Disclosure

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

1Surrender of the contract may be subject to surrender charges. Withdrawals before age 59 1/2 may result in a
10% IRS penalty tax. Additionally, there is a charge for the Simple7 Income Rider once it is activated.
Qualifications and restrictions apply for activation. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A141 (9-17)
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Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632
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ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Fort Madison firefighters work to get inside a Honda Monday afternoon 
after an accident near the intersection of Hwy. 61 and Iris Lane..

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

NOV. 17, 2020 - 4,501 views, 480 engagements

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY – Lee County Supervisors are looking to end the sunset clause in 
an ordinance created last year to allow ATVs and UTVs on county roads.

At Tuesday’s regular board meeting, Supervisors discussed the ordinance with Lee 
County Sheriff Stacy Weber.

Weber said the county has had no major issues with regard to usage of the vehicles 
on secondary roads. Weber went so far as to say the operators are doing a good job 
“policing themselves.”

“We’ve had very little issues in the county. People have been very respectful and 
really have done a good job of policing themselves which we appreciate.” Weber said.

“Just this morning I passed a UTV operating lawfully and he had his speed set at 
exactly 35mph. Really gentleman, I think this has been a good thing for the county 
and I think it would be safe to proceed.”

The ordinance was set to sunset on Dec. 31, 2020 which required the Board of 
Supervisors to review the ordinance and the impact on the county.

Board Chair Ron Fedler said, after speaking with Weber and Lee County Attorney 
Ross Braden earlier this week, he would prefer that the sunset be eliminated from 
the ordinance.

  “I have talked with sheriff and county attorney and both had no objection and 
said that there really wasn’t a lot of problems or incidents,” Fedler said.

Supervisors make ATV/
UTV ordinance permanent

DEC. 1, 2020 - 3,699 views, 702 engagements

http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
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BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

WEST POINT – It was moving day of sorts in West 
Point Thursday morning.

Crews from Ferneau & Sons House Moving and 
Raising, Inc out of Marshalltown, brought in the sixth 
home built by a program called Homes for Iowa, and 
pulled it onto a foundation built by Michael Mohrfeld’s 
Green Oak Development.

Mike Norris, the executive director at Southeast Iowa 
Regional Planning, is the vice president of Homes for 
Iowa and has been part of the group’s efforts since it’s 
founding almost six years ago. Barb Smidt of Two Riv-
ers Bank & Trust in Keokuk is also a board member.

Norris was on site as the crews pulled the home onto 
the foundation.

“We’ve been working on this Homes for Iowa for five 
and a half to six years now,” Norris said. “We started 
the first phase of building laying down some boards in 
May of 2019 and we moved our first house in February. 
In 2020 we’re hoping to move eight house and in 2021 
we’re going to try and ratchet that up to 24.”

The homes are built at a medium security prison in 
Newton and then hauled to locations around the state 
helping to bolster new housing stock in communities 
with marked need.

The program has seen a mix of public and private 
engagement. Norris said an Oelwein project and a West 

Burlington project are both public projects slated to 
move yet this year, but Thursday’s move in West Point 
was a private venture for Green Oak.

The moving crews brought the home in on a large 

trailer that actually disassembled and became part of a 
beam-and-run system where a tractor hooked up to the 
home with a heavy log chain and pulled the home onto 
a prepared foundation along a series crossbeams.

DEC. 4, 2020 - 3,080 views, 271 engagements

Mohrfeld, Homes for Iowa bring IPI home to West Point

Mike Norris, vice president of Homes for Iowa, and executive director of Southeast Iowa Re-
gional Planning Commission, and Michael Mohrfeld of Green Oak Development shoot pictures 
of a Homes for Iowa home being moved onto a foundation in West Point December 3.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Matt Barnes, left, and son Max, work on some of the Christmas lights at their home on 28th 
Place Tuesday afternoon.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCCLights up

DEC. 2, 2020 - 3,058 views, 160 engagements

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – The 
city’s portion of hotel/
motel taxes is taking a big 
hit as people around the 
country try to duck the 
coronavirus pandemic.

City Manager David 
Varley told the Fort Mad-
ison City Council at its 
regular meeting Tuesday 
night that there was good 
news and bad news with 
city finances.

Varley called the city’s 
finances a “mixed bag” 
saying the city has re-
ceived more revenues than 
staff thought in two of the 
last three months in the 
road use funds, but those 
revenue contributions 
from the state have been 
up as much at 50% and off 
by as much as 37%.

Varley said he was pro-
jecting the road use fund 

to be down about $100,000 
for the year, but it’s look-
ing now like that fund will 
be off closer to $50,000.

“The bad news is the 
hotel/motel tax is taking a 
beating. We just received 
our second quarterly pay-
ment and if things contin-
ue the way they are that 
fund could be down about 
$90,000 to $100,000 out of 
about $210,000.”

He said that reduction 
will likely have an impact 
on Old Fort funding and 
could affect the budget 
for the Amtrak passenger 
depot maintenance.

During the last city 
council meeting, the coun-
cil approved resolutions to 
initiate franchise fees on 
gas and electrical utilities 
within the city to help 
generate revenues.

In an unrelated issue, 
the council voted 3-2 
on the final reading of 
the ordinance banning 
parking on the south side 
of Avenue E from 2nd 
Street to 24th Streets. The 
3-2 majority actually failed 
because councilmen Chad 
Cangas and Kevin Rink 
were absent and the three 
yea votes don’t constitute 
a majority of the entire 
council.

DEC. 9, 2020 - 2,989 views, 386 
engagements

City could be looking 
at Hotel/Motel tax dip

BY PCC STAFF
LEE COUNTY – Lee 

County Supervisors has 
given a nod to bond 
approximately $6 million 
to move forward with a 
digital radio overhaul for 
the county’s emergency 
responders.

Following a public 

hearing at Tuesday’s reg-
ular Lee County Board 
of Supervisors meeting, 
supervisors approved 
issuing the bonds on a 
unanimous vote.

Board Chairman Ron 
Fedler said anyone can 
challenge the decision of 
the supervisors to spend 

the money by asking a 
judge to look at whether 
the supervisors exceeded 
their authority.

Lee County Attorney 
Ross Braden said it’s his 
opinion the board has 
the authority, but there is 
a stipulation that allows 
for the review.

The spend will result in 
a 18-24 month transition 
onto the state’s ISICS 
(Iowa Statewide Interop-
erable Communications 
System) system and will 
provide guaranteed 95% 
coverage in the county 
for all emergency re-
sponders.

NOV. 24, 2020 - 2,367 views, 173 engagements
Supervisors give OK to county digital radio upgrade bonds

https://www.facebook.com/shugstinytown/
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DO 
YOUR 
PART

Great River Regional
Waste Authority

urges you
to wear gloves

when moving bins 
or residential trash pick-up.

Workers can touch
over 2000 bins a day

before even touching yours.
Don’t forget to wash your hands 

after bringing in your bin!

WWW.GRRWA.COM

for your 
community

Fort Madison shoppers watch the Rose Carriage Service escort resi-
dents around downtown Saturday as part of Mistletoe on Main.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

NOV. 30, 2020 - 4,097 views, 176 engagements

Vasin Thurman scores 31 
in HTC win over WACO

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

WAYLAND – It was the Thurman brothers show at the offensive end of the floor in 
Holy Trinity’s 71-48 season opening win over WACO Tuesday.

The Crusaders got 50 from the twins, 31 from Vasin Thurman, 16 in the first half, 
and 19 from Jason Thurman.

The duo had a nice inside-out game working with Vasin getting all of his points 
around the basket, while Jason fired in four 3-pointers, three in the first 
half to keep the WACO defense off balance.

Head Coach John Hellige said Vasin could have easily put up 40 
points but came up short on some free throws.

“He was on his way to 40, but he missed about seven free throws,” 
Hellige said. “I don’t have a count but I think he had about 15 rebounds 
too. He just played really well.”

But Hellige said he got strong performances from everyone on the 
floor including some solid minutes for freshman Connor Gehling 

would finished with four points in his first varsity contest.
“They all played really good. It’s a little faster at the varsity level and some of the 

younger kids aren’t use to that yet. Jason had a great game and Mikey DiPrima played 
well coming off an injury, and then Kadin Medland had a good game too.”

Outside of an early 3-0 hole, the Crusaders took the lead at the 3-minute mark and 
never trailed again opening up leads as big as 23 points toward the end of the first 
half.

Hellige said he was worried about a little slide coming out of the locker room, but 
WACO wasn’t able to get any traction.

“We were up pretty big at halftime. I was afraid we would have little let down, but I 
couldn’t be happier.”

DEC. 1, 2020 - 3,169 views, 276 engagements

THIURMAN

PCC STAFF
LEE COUNTY – Lee County Board Chairman Ron Fedler is hoping to put a $5.7 

million digital public safety upgrade in front of voters.
At Tuesday’s regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors, Fedler said the expense 

of the upgrade is too high for him to feel good about the board making the decision.
The board can approve bonding for the money because it falls under emergency 

services, and if the public is opposed to the bonding, individuals can 
gather signatures and petition the board for a special election to ap-
prove borrowing the money.

“I’m not saying we don’t need this and I think we do,” Fedler said.
“But look at what’s happening in the economy. We have a tremen-

dous amount of retired people living on a limited income and they 
pay taxes and if those keep going up too much we could end up put-
ting them in a very serious financial situation.”

Fort Madison Fire Chief Joey Herren said he pitched the upgrade and its cost to 
city councils throughout the county and he said all of those public bodies have pro-
vided letters of support for the upgrade.

Fedler said he hadn’t heard of nor seen any letters. Herren said he handed the 
letters to the supervisors at the meeting.

NOV. 3, 2020 - 1,426 views, 50 engagements
Fedler wanted radio bonds in front of voters

FEDLER

http://www.grrwa.com
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Crews with Meller Excavating work on the city parking lot at the corner 
of Avenue F and 8th Street. The city used a waste water treatment loan 
interest grant program to fund the project as well as the parking lot be-
hind City Hall in Fort Madison.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

NOV. 19, 2020 - 4,039 views, 328 engagements

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A city-hired engineering firm 
took another scolding Tuesday night from Fort Madi-
son Mayor Matt Mohrfeld.

This time the issue was the PORT trail extension that 
runs along Avenue B east from Fort Madison High 
School property to 15th Street and then up to Rodeo 
Park.

Morhfeld was upset with HR Green Inc, which 
engineered the project, after fielding complaints from 
neighborhood residents. Mohrfeld said there was a lack 
of a clean flow of the project along Avenue B.

“From the day I met with the team on this project. 

I said avenue B is an opportunity that we have to be 
careful with because we’re going through people’s front 
yards. And we are failing miserably,” Mohrfeld said.

Mohrfeld cited a failure to do grades or utilities cor-
rectly and said he didn’t blame residents in the area for 
being upset.

“Before anybody jumps on and tells me it’s somebody 
else’s surveying, I’m pretty sure its HR Green stamps on 
the prints that we are guided by,” Mohrfeld said.

Tim Cutsforth, a project engineer with HR Green, 
was on the call and asked Mohrfeld what he meant by 
clean flow of the trail.

Mohrfeld told Cutsforth that when they originally 
met on the project the mayor outlined concerns for 
property owners, including inclines in driveways and 

possible other options to reduce the impact on the 
neighborhood.

“I’m not 100% deniable, but I’m still frustrated,” 
Mohrfeld said. “I just don’t think our reservations 
about the clean flow of that trail through people’s front 
yards was taken to heart when we did the planning on 
this.

“I think we dropped the ball and I hope this doesn’t 
continue as we go up the hill on this project because I 
love this project.”

Cutsforth said he wasn’t going to blame other com-
pany’s surveying work and would be willing to meet 
with the city again to walk the project. But he said all 
options were considered and discussed before moving 
forward with plans.

Mayor takes engineers to task over change orders
NOV. 18, 2020 - 3,842 views, 627 engagements

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY – Absentee balloting fizzled like a balloon with a leak for Lee coun-
ty Democrats Tuesday night.

With just over 9,400 absentee ballots being reported in Tuesday night’s general 
election in Lee County, and more than 16,000 ballots total ballots cast in the county, 
Republican’s Garry Seyb Jr., Jeff Reichman, and Martin Graber all unseated incum-
bent Democrats for county and state offices.

“I would definitely say that, obviously, if you were predicting results this would be 
a shocker,” said Graber who knocked off first-term State Representative Jeff Kurtz for 
the 83rd District State Representative’s seat.

“But at the same token I’m not really shocked. The Lee County Republican team 
has been out doing their work and running the headquarters. This is a multi-year 
effort. The challenge now is to make sure we go and get something done.

“I want to say thank you to all the people who supported me either financially or 
with time. Without them we wouldn’t have been victorious.”

Graber defeated Kurtz by about 800 votes 6,959-6,194. Kurtz won in absentee 
voting by almost 1,100 but the Republican in-person turn out was too much to over-
come with Graber winning in every single precinct in the county.

Reichman knocked off District 42 State Senator Rich Taylor, who was trying for a 
fourth term and is currently an Assistant Democratic Leader and ranking member 
of the Veterans’ Affairs Committee. Reichman won with almost 60% of the vote, 
16,738-11,211. Lee County voters chose Reichman 9,604-6,821.

Reichman said he was called and congratulated by Gov. Kim Reynolds at about 11 
p.m. before the county’s absentee results had been published.

“How exciting was that. I get a call from a friend who’s sitting with former Gov. 
Terry Branstad, who congratulated me, and then Gov. Reynolds calls,” Reichman 
said.

“Should we say a referendum on the Democratic party?,” Reichman said. “They’ve 
revealed how far left they’ve gone. I’m about manufacturing and helping out labor 
and the working man to increase his standard of living and succeed.”

“That really says something for Lee County. I think people are sick of sticking their 
finger in light socket and made a change. Now we need to deliver something positive 
in Lee County. Get some growth and turn this county around and make a positive.”

First time candidate Garry Seyb, Jr, unseated County Supervisor Gary Folluo for 
the District 4 County Supervisor seat. Seyb was unavailable for comment late Tues-
day.

GOP rolls in local, state elections
NOV. 3, 2020 - 2,672 views, 111 engagements

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – After close to 90 minutes of interviews, the Fort Mad-
ison City Council appointed Tom Schulz and Donna Amandus to fill two 
vacancies.

The spots have been open for more than a month due to Tyler Miller’s 
resignation in the 3rd Ward and the untimely death of Bob 
Morawitz in the 2nd Ward.

The candidates got two questions from each the five sitting 
councilman on a variety of issues focusing on city revenues, 
nuisance issues, economic development.

Schulz was voted in on a 5-0 vote after a nomination from 
councilman Chad Cangas. Amandus was voted in on a 4-1 vote 
after Cangas’ nomination of Mike Chapman was defeated 2-3 

with Councilwoman Rebecca Bowker voting fifth and casting a 
no vote breaking a 2-2 tie.

After being sworn in by Mayor Mohrfeld, Schulz and Aman-
dus took positions for the regular agenda.

Jerry Hamelton, a candidate for 2nd Ward filed a petition 
that has yet to be verified. If verified, that petition would force 
a special election on December 29th, according to Lee County 

Auditor Denise Fraise.
Originally Fraise said the election would be January 5th, but further inves-

tigation turned up the election had to take place with 90 days of Morawitz 
death which changed the date.

The other candidate for 3rd Ward was Brian Peterschmidt.

Schulz, Amandus appointed to 
council’s 2nd and 3rd wards

NOV. 17, 2020 - 2,458 views, 103 engagements

SCHULZ

AMANDUS

https://completerentalfm.com/
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Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 or (800) 458-6672

Medicare Certified

Your Choice for Compassionate Hospice Care

Hospice Services include

in Lee, Des Moines, Henry, and Van Buren counties in Iowa
& Hancock and Henderson counties in Illinois

24/7 on-call nursing staff • Skilled nursing services
Social worker visits • Music & massage therapy
Homecare aide assistance • Volunteer services

Spiritual & grief support

www.LeeCountyHD.org

Lee County Health Department Hospice

Providing comforting end-of-life care since 1989

http://www.leecountyhd.org
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Thank You for Your Patronage
Pen City Current has proudly served our communities since December 6, 2016 with the support of these businesses and individuals.
We look forward to many more years of bringing you #HyperLocalSuperFresh content. –Chuck & Lee

10th Street Station 
Alliance Realty Company

Amazing Journeys by
Pam Mace, LLC

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.
Anderson for

Fort Madison School Board
Archie’s Automotive, LLC

Arctic Glacier
Art of Yoga

Avenue G Productions
Bagcraft Papercon

Baxter Construction Company
Baxter’s Sports Complex

Becky Fullenkamp
Big Bang Fireworks

Bill Griffiths
Bob Morawitz

Brad’s Pad Pizza
Brian Mendez

Brockman Chiropractic
Buffalo61 Bar & Grille

Building Materials
Burlington Ear, Nose, & Throat

Burlington Spring Grove
United Methodist Church

Burlington Trailways
Burlington Youth Triathlon

Cabinetion
Carl Saunders

Carlos O Capdevila Agency
Carol Harter

Carrie Schneider
Casebine Community Credit Union

Catfish Bend Casinos
CBIZ Center for Business

Celene M. Coppage
Central Lee Dance Team

Century 21 Property Professionals
Chad Ward

Charles Scoville
Charlie Knipe

Charlie Korschgen Kiddie Parade
Cheryl Untz

Chuck Osmanski
Cindy Roberts
Cindy Steflik

City of Fort Madison
Claws & Paws Pet Grooming

Clear View Vision Center
Coats for Hope

Cobblestone Inn & Suites
Committee to Re-Elect
Randolph for Mayor

Complete Rental
Conagra Brands
Connection Bank
Conrad Trucking

Courtney Family Chiropractic
Craig Heckenberg

Cullen Pest Control
C.U.R.E. Solutions

Cyberhounds Team 7141
Dallas City Celebration

Dana Bushong Jewelry Co., Inc.
Dan Reiter

Darin Gentry
Darlene Kraus
Darrell Allman

Dave’s Old Fashion Meats
David Courtney
Dawgs & Divas
Dawn Helling
Dawn Johnson
Debbie Miller

Denmark God’s Portion Day
Committee

Dennis McGregor
Diane Steffensmeier

Dianne Hope
Dirty Dog Detailing & Boarding

Dodd Printing & Stationery
Dollhouse Dreams

Don Griffiths
Donnellson Tire & Service Center

Don Peterson
Doris’ Tavern

Double Dipper, Inc.
Dr. Timothy S. Benson

DuPont
DuPont Employees Credit Union

Dutchman’s Store
Edward Jones – Larry Kelch

Edward Jones – Tony Fullenkamp
Elect Ross Braden

Elect Tom Schulz for City Council
Faeth’s Fowl Play

Fairfield Arts & Convention Center
Fareway Food Stores

Farm Bureau Financial Services – 
Larry Holtkamp

Farm Bureau Financial Services – 
Tammy Reynolds

Farmers Savings Bank
Farmington Strawberry Festival

Fedler Specialties
and Screenprinting

FM Bloodhound Sports & Activities
Floyd’s EZ Way

Fort Colony Family Restaurant
Fort Madison

Area Arts Association
Fort Madison

Chamber of Commerce
Fort Madison Christian Church
Fort Madison Columbus Club

Fort Madison Community Hospital
Fort Madison

Community School District
Fort Madison Downtown District

Fort Madison Eagles Club
Fort Madison Elks Lodge
Fort Madison Eye Clinic

Fort Madison Family YMCA
Fort Madison Housing Authority

Fort Madison Kids Committee
Fort Madison Main Street

Fort Madison
Mexican Fiesta Committee

Fort Madison Music Boosters
Fort Madison Partners

Fort Madison Public Library
Fort Madison Rotary Club

Fort Madison
United Methodist Church

Fraise Auction & Real Estate
Franklin Car Show
Friends of Geode

Fullenkamp Insurance
Full Steam Staffing

Garden Bros. Circus
Gary Folluo
Geoff Shields

George Shields
Glo-Run

Great River Hospice
Great River Regional

Waste Authority
Green Acres Bar & Grill

Gregory Design & Manufacturing
Greg Smith

Green Oak Development
Griffin Muffler & Brake Center

Group Benefit Partners

Harmeyer Insurance Agency
Harvestville Farm
Heartland Co-op

Heartland Fireworks, LLC
Heather Huebner

Hidden Beauty Salon
Hillcrest Hostas & More

Hill Side Inn
Hinterland Dairy
Hoerner YMCA

Holtkamp’s Floors
Decor & Furniture

Holy Trinity Catholic
Foundation Board

Holy Trinity Catholic Schools
Homestead Financial Services
Hope Associates Real Estate

HTC Bunny Hop
HTC Elementary School Project

HTC Music Boosters
Huffman’s Farm & Home
Humburd Auto Service

Ian MacLearn
Industrial Motors, Inc.
Inhance Corporation

Iowa State Penitentiary
Iris City Cleaners
Ivy Bake Shoppe

Jake Rashid
Jean Neuweg

Jeff Kurtz
Jeff Reichman for Iowa Senate

Jerry Hamelton for City Council
Jill Cordray

Jim Baier, Inc.
Jimmy Keenan

Joe Bowen
Joseph W. Carle

Joseph W. Kowzan
Judith Bray

Judy Stuecker
Julie Doherty
Karen Hope
Kate Lamb
Kate Menke
Katie Cale
Katie’s Cuts

Kempker’s True Value Rental
Keokuk Auto Credit
K’s Fabrics & More

Kevin Rink,
Fort Madison City Council

Kimberly Engle
King-Lynk Funeral Home, Inc.

Kingsley Inn
KLM Realty
Kristy Reid

Krueger Brokerage, Inc.
LaLo Corporation

Lanette Van
Larry J. LaCroix

Larry Kelch
LCK Roofing

Lee County Attorney
Lee County Auditor

Lee County Bank
Lee County Democratic Party

Lee County Conservation Board
Lee County Crime Stoppers

Lee County
Economic Development Group

Lee County Fair Board
Lee County Health Department
Lee County Historical Society

Lee County IT/GIS Department
Lee County Mutual Insurance

Lee County Sheriff

Lee County Speedway
Linda Morgan

Linda Peitz
Linda Reding
Linda Smith

Lisa Lihs
Lisa Nafziger

Lowell Junkins
Madison Turf and Timber

Maggie Guzman
Main Street Keokuk Inc.

Mardie Smith
Mark Rohloff
Mark Smidt
Martha Wolf

Martin Graber for Iowa House 
District 83

Matt’s Greenhouse
Matt Mohrfeld
Megan Kruse
Megan Rempe

Melanie Scheetz
Melissa Hobbs

Menke & Company
Merschman Fertilizer

Merschman Seeds
Merschman Trucking

Michael Avery
Michael Wellendorf

Midtown Hairstyling Salon
MidWestOne Bank

Millwright Services, Inc.
Mobile Nursing Services, LTD.

Mohrfeld Electric
Montrose Community
Fireworks Committee

Montrose Customs
Montrose Health Center
Montrose Watermelon

Festival Committee
MPC Enterprises, Inc.

Nancy Amos for Iowa Senate
Nancy Sanders

New Dimensions
Oak Hollow Campground

Old Fort Players
Palms Restaurant

Pam Dodds
Paul Idol

Paul’s Plumbing,
Heating, & Cooling, Inc.

Paul Schulte
Peggy L. Steffensmeier

Phyllis Anderson
Pilot Grove Savings Bank
Poole Communications

Pothitakis Dentistry
Pothitakis Law Firm, P.C.

Prado’s Trading Post
Premier Auction & Sales

Quality Plus Feeds
Quarry Creek Elk & Bison

Radio Keokuk
Randolph Dental

Rashid Pharmacy & Wellness
Rebecca Bowker

Relay for Life of North Lee County
Renee Clippert
Rich Harlow

Rich Taylor for Iowa Senate
River City Motors Plus, Inc.

RiverFest Fort Madison
Ron Fedler for Supervisor

RonDavoo
RSVP of Lee County
Russell “Skip” Young

Sam Boyer

Sara Denning
Sarah Harworth
Sara Jan Garza

Saunders and Bunger Law
SCC PACE Program

Schmitz Funeral Home
Scotts MiracleGro Company

ServiceMaster
Sheaffer Memorial Golf Course

Shug’s Tiny Town
Sidelines Sports Bar & Grill

Siemens Gamesa
Silgan Containers

Small Grand Things
Smith Electric

Sonny’s Super Market
Soroptimist International

of Fort Madison
Southern Iowa Insurance Services

Stacy Snaadt
Stage 2 Consignment Shop

Standard of Beaverdale
Stanley Haessig

State Farm Insurance –
Thomas Klann

Steffensmeier Welding
Steffes Group, Inc.

Stewart Automotive
SubArena

Sun Meets Moon Healing
SunnyBrook Assisted Living

& Memory Care
Sunshine Child Care

Super 8
Susan Haeger

Taco Taco Takos
Tamara Grossman

Tammi Kircher
Taske Force

Team Staffing Solutions, Inc.
Tena Dodson

Test Kitchen Education Foundation
the Bees Knees PR, LLC

The Colony Shop
The Fox Theatre

The Funky Cowgirl
The Kensington & Primrose Path

The Madison
The Samuel Hayes Show

Todd Schneider
Tony for Supervisor

Tony Wolfe Insurance Services
Tracilyn Brown

Trish Eaves-Fedler
Tri State Outdoor Products, LLC

Tri-State Rodeo
Truck Repair, Inc.

Under the Sun / The Avenue
United Way of the
Great River Region

U.S. EPA
Vigen Memorial Home
Vintage Sports Cards

Welch’s Insurance
Wendy Bailey

West Liberty Foods
West Point Care Center

West Point Fireman’s Ball
West Point Fireworks Committee

West Point Sweet Corn
Festival Committee

W-M Johnson Truck Line
Wondra Chiropractic

& Acupuncture
WorkSource Staffing
Your Heat & Air Guy
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