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CATS MISSING
Donnellson woman wants Bengal cats returned

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

DONNELLSON – A Donnellson woman 
is pleading with local officials to return 
several cats that were trapped near her 
property and taken away.

In a story that’s turning out to have more 
than nine lives of it’s own, Donnellson 
city officials, PAW animal shelter are all 
wrapped up in the relocation of “Mama”. … 
and apparently another cat that was taken 
to the country as a stray.

Debbie Gilman is a senior living in and 
out of a home in Donnellson and she has 
six cats, four licensed with the city. The 
cats are semi-secure, but Gilman admits 
they wander around into a field behind a 
neighbor’s home and could be wandering 
elsewhere.

Several of the cats living 
on Gilmans’ property are 
highly sought after Bengal 
cats. Bengals are from a 
lineage of Egyptian Maus 
and Asian Leopard cats. It’s 
not unheard of for these 
animals to go for more than 
$1,000 a piece.

The cats are energetic and 
inquisitive and are bred for 
revenue and have unique 
stripe and spot patterns similar to leopards.

Gilman said she has sold a few of the 
cats, but has been battling illnesses and just 
wants to retire to the countryside and live 
with the pets.

On or around Oct. 10, one or more of her 
cats were live trapped and taken away. One 
was taken on the 10th was called “Mama”, a 
pregnant Bengal that was taken by Donnell-

son City Clerk Rebecca Schau to the PAW 
Animal Shelter in Fort Madison.

The cats, according to everyone but Gil-
man, were taken from a neighbor’s garage 
in a live trap that was set up there. Gilman 
said she isn’t sure that’s the case. She said no 
one has shown her proof where they were 
trapped.

West Point/Donnellson Police Chief Brad 

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

DES MOINES – Iowa Governor Kim 
Reynolds said Thursday that election 
results show Iowans approve of how she’s 
handled the state’s COVID crisis.

At a press conference held Thursday 
morning from Des Moines, Reynolds said 
virus activity is high, and Iowans need to 
hunker down for the next three weeks. But 
she said overall, Iowans said Tuesday that 
agree with her handling of the crisis.

“Iowans said, through this election, 
they agreed with how we’ve handled 
COVID-19,” Reynolds said. “It was a 
critically important election that reflects 
Iowans somewhat agreed how we handled 
not only COVID 19, but the conservative 
fiscal approach we’ve taken.”

She said nine months ago experts didn’t 
know as much about the virus and the 
state took large mitigation efforts to curb 
the spread.

But now there’s more information, more 
testing, and more enhanced treatments 
for the disease and those decisions aren’t 
required now despite the surging numbers 
of infections and hospitalizations in the 
state.

The state reported 41,000 new corona-
virus cases in October with a positivity 
rating of 14.3%. Hospitalizations went 
from 393 on Oct. 1 to 676 on Oct. 31.

She asked Iowans to “double down” on 
efforts over the next three weeks to help 
curb the rise in infections going into the 
holiday weekend.

“It’s up to every single one of us to do 
the simple things that each of us can do in 
our daily lives that will make a difference,” 
Reynolds said.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

Crews finish removing signage from Avenue H (Business 61) in Fort Madison opening the road to through 
traffic for the first time since early spring. Traffic lanes have changed from the previous roadways includ-
ing a center turning lane.

See CATS, page 8

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
FRI 06 Nov .......................................................Clear and Warm, 71º F/ 53º F
SAT 07 Nov .......................................................Clear and Warm, 73º F/ 51º F
SUN 08 Nov ...............................................Warm with Showers, 71º F/ 58º F

IOWA LOTTERY
LOTTO AMERICA 11/04 .................11 12 32 49 50, Star Ball: 4, All Star Bonus: 2
PICK 3 11/04 MIDDAY ......................................................................................0 9 7
PICK 3 11/04 EVENING....................................................................................4 0 7
PICK 4 11/04 MIDDAY ................................................................................... 1 3 4 9
PICK 4 11/04 EVENING ...............................................................................8 0 6 0
POWERBALL 11/04 ........................23 32 33 45 49, Powerball: 14, Power Play: 2

Internet photo

See COVID, page 2

Asks Iowans to “double 
down” on efforts to keep 
virus from spreading
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www.RashidDrug.com

(319) 372-2300 or 1-800-794-2330

WE KNOWWE KNOW

We have helped thousands find a plan,
so let us help you from the comfort of your home

with the pharmacy you can trust.

Give us a call & we’ll take care of it all!

WE’LL FIND YOU THE BEST PLANWE’LL FIND YOU THE BEST PLAN
FOR THE MEDICINE YOU TAKEFOR THE MEDICINE YOU TAKE

Free Delivery & Mailing Almost Anywhere

OBITUARIES

ELIZABETH J. DODGE
Elizabeth Jane Dodge, 79, of Keokuk, IA died Tuesday, October 27, 2020 at her home.
She was born July 9, 1941 in Keokuk the daughter of Harry and Aletha Jean Harrington 

Ensminger. Jane graduated from Keokuk Senior High School.
She was united in marriage to Thomas S. Dodge in 1967. He preceded her in 

death in 2014.
In her younger years, Jane had been employed at Sheller Globe/Schlegel/

BTR in Keokuk for thirty years and later at Burrows in Ft. Madison, IA until 
her retirement in 2010.

Jane loved attending family gatherings and will always be fondly remem-
bered for her deviled eggs and coleslaw. She had a lifelong love of caring for 
her pets, most recently the adoption of three ferrell cats that learned to trust 

her. She enjoyed caring for her house plants and gardening. She also enjoyed watching old 
movies, had an enormous love of old shows and could watch them all day long and commonly 
talked about her favorite actors. She also enjoyed decorating her home for the holidays. She 
had a long history of creating special cards for birthdays and was never late at sending them 
out. Jane was a selfless, beautiful woman who gave all of her time to care for family in their 
time of need and loved unconditionally.

She is survived by one son, Thomas Christopher (Joy) Dodge of Iowa City, IA, nephew, 
Kenneth (Audrey) Lambert of Keokuk, one niece, Brenda (Randy) Macy of Arlington, TX, 
and several great nieces and nephews.

Besides her husband, she was also preceded in death by her parents, one sister, Judy Kay 
Taylor and one nephew, Todd Lambert.

Services will be held at a later date.
The Vigen Memorial Home in Keokuk is assisting the family with arrangements.

DODGE

OBITUARIES

CHARLES W. KRATZER
Charles “Chuck” Wayne Kratzer, 75, of Donnellson, IA died Monday, November 2, 

2020 at his home.
Charles was born March 10, 1945 in Downing, MO the son of Oswald Dee and 

Madeline Maude Mathes Kratzer.  
 He graduated from Memphis High School in Memphis, MO with 

the Class of 1963.
Chuck had been employed at DuPont in Ft. Madison, IA for twenty 

years, until his retirement in 1999.
Chuck was an avid NASCAR and Jeff Gordon fan and enjoyed col-

lecting Jeff Gordon memorabilia. He also was a fan of the NFL.  Chuck 
enjoyed deer hunting, fishing, riding his Harley and racing his Cor-

vette.  Most of all he enjoyed spending time with his family.
 He is survived by one son, Shawn Kratzer (Michelle) of Aurora, CO, two grand-

children, A.J. Kratzer and Jonathan Kratzer, his lifelong companion, Betty Kratzer of 
Keokuk, five step-children, Loni Strange (Walter) of Keokuk, Wendy Feilen (Kerry) 
of Alexandria, VA, Stacey Pennock (Chris) of Ft. Madison, Jerry Feilen of Keokuk 
and  Corey Feilen (Jessica) of Kahoka, MO, twenty-five step-grandchildren and five 
step- great -grandchildren, one brother, Jack Kratzer (Jean) of Ft. Madison, IA and 
one sister, Carolyn Hulls of TX.  

He was preceded in death by a son, his parents, step-father, Henry Gray and four 
brothers, Gene, Larry, Jim and Tim Kratzer. 

There will be no services at this time.
The Vigen Memorial Home in Keokuk is assisting the family with arrangements.
Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.

KRATZER

“Wear a mask, social distance, wash your hands, stay home when sick, get tested, 
follow your quarantine if you have the virus, and I’ll add get a flu shot,” she said.

“As weather changes and more activities move in doors carefully consider whether 
certain events are worth the risk. Consider holiday gatherings and make a plan to 
celebrate together safely and responsibly.”

On Tuesday, Reynolds allocated $25 million to state hospitals and health depart-
ments to help with daily operations going into the holidays. The funds will be dis-
tributed based on each facilities average daily census for September and October.

She said the state will begin a public awareness campaign at newspapers, radio 
stations and television statements across the state.

Additional measures have been taken to make sure that some of the testing sites in 
the state are moved indoors to allow testing to continue through the winter months.

She said the election validated the direction of the state and now Iowans need to 
come together. Iowans voted heavily Republican on Tuesday expanding the majority 
in the house and maintaining the the majority in the Senate.

“It’s time to come together as Iowans and Americans and do the best for our state 
and country,” Reynolds said.

“People are tired of living differently with COVID, but in the big picture these are 
small sacrifices and we need to manage the virus while living life.”

Reynolds says Iowans need to weigh risk of holiday events
COVID - Continued from Page 1
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Serving Southeast Iowa, Northeast Missouri,
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Protect What’s Important.
When you need peace of mind, look to

one of the area’s leading insurance agencies.

Auto • Home • Health
Business • Life
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THANK YOU
THANK YOU

We appreciate your commitment to the health & safety 
of yourselves and of Sonny’s customers while working 
during these difficult times to ensure our communities 
are well-fed with quality groceries at reasonable prices. 
Keep up the great work & know you are greatly
appreciated!

SONNY’S EMPLOYEES
SONNY’S EMPLOYEES

Call for curbside pickup
319.837.6126 

327 5th Street, West Point, IA

KEOKUK - Pilot Grove Savings Bank donated $2000 
towards Keokuk’s Library Foundation Park project. 
Scott Piper, Loan Officer from Pilot Grove Savings 
Bank said, “We think the Library Foundation’s Park 
project is a terrific idea. We are happy to be support-
ing it and wish them all the success in working toward 
completing it.”

 As their slogan says, employees have been “Working 
for Southeast Iowa” since the bank grew from approxi-
mately $12.9 million in total assets in 1976 to over $692 
million in third quarter of 2020.  With now 14 branch-
es, including three locations in Keokuk, more than 100 
employees in Southeast Iowa and some of the most 
technologically advanced banking systems available, 
the institution’s main goal remains as it was in 1911- to 
serve the customer well. Courtesy photo

Pilot Grove Savings Bank 
donates to library project

LEE COUNTY - Vulnerable Iowa families need to be 
able to keep safe, warm and healthy this winter. Heat-
ing help programs include both fuel assistance and 
energy efficiency programs.

Our website https://caofseia.org/services/energy-as-
sistance/ provides information for those in need of 
assistance, the eligibility guidelines, and how to apply.

We want those in our communities, especially the 
vulnerable: children, elderly, and disabled who are low 
income to be safe and warm and become economical-
ly stable. Heating assistance allows us to help around 
4,500 households each winter, which is about 10% of all 
households in southeast Iowa.

The Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program 
(LIHEAP) is a federal program that helps low income 
households address energy costs. LIHEAP is adminis-

tered in Iowa by a network of 16 Community Action 
Agencies (CAAs).

“Keeping warm is a basic human need. In order to 
maintain public health, we need to make sure that 
people have adequate home heating…When we know 
there is an avoidable situation that affects public health, 
we need to do everything to address it,” said MA Sena-
tor Bruce Tarr.

The LIHEAP program is crucial not only to help pay 
for the rising cost of heat during cold winters, but also 
to ensure public safety and health throughout southeast 
Iowa. Fuel Assistance recipients are also eligible for the 
Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP), a federal 
program that helps participating households stretch 
their fuel assistance dollars by sealing and insulating 
their home.

“A lot of times when people don’t have enough mon-
ey to pay for their bills, they will forego medications, 
food and rent in order to pay for their utility bills, and 
that can be really dangerous. Oftentimes, people will 
use unsafe heating sources like stoves and space heat-
ers, and we really don’t want to see people doing that” 
pointed out Peggy Hegarty-Steck, President and Exec-
utive Director, Action Inc. “In this time of COVID, we 
are expecting to have a much larger number of people 
who are now eligible due to the change in their income. 
One in three families in our region are eligible for fuel 
assistance.  We want to make sure that people are tak-
ing advantage of the help that is out there, particularly 
in this time of great need”. 

Energy is necessary for human survival and pros-

Community Action offers winter heating assistance program

See WINTER, page 4

http://www.fullenkampins.com
https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
https://caofseia.org/services/energy-assistance/
https://caofseia.org/services/energy-assistance/
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CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Great River Regional Waste Authority
encourages you to wear glovesgloves  when moving bins 

for residential trash pick-up.

Those workers can touch

over 2000 bins a day

before even touching your bin. 

Don’t forget to wash your hands 

after bringing in your bin!!

Do Your Part!Do Your Part!

perity. We rely on energy for many functions that were 
once considered conveniences but are now integral to 
the health, economic and social well-being of individ-
uals, households and communities in the 21st century. 
We use energy in countless ways every day such as: 
heating and cooling our homes; accessing the internet; 
powering our computers, cell phones, home appliances, 
and lights; and increasingly, new uses such as charging 
cars. 

Energy is a key contributing factor to the social 
determinants of health. It is integral to providing a 
healthy community environment by minimizing air 
and water pollution, influencing healthier housing 
conditions, and improving economic prosperity with 
added clean energy jobs and affordable energy options.

WINTER - Continued from Page 1

Community action 
offering energy help

http://www.grrwa.com
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Sports/Opinion

Nothing is normal this year for Iowa Hawkeyes
Kirk Ferentz dreads hearing the “bing.”
It’s never been something the Iowa football coach 

wanted to hear — that sound from his phone with the 
notification of a text message from someone on his 
team’s training staff.

That kind of message means someone is hurt.
These days, it might also mean someone has tested 

positive for the COVID-19 virus.
Injuries are never good, but they affect one player. 

A COVID-19 positive test takes out that player, and 
anyone who comes into contact with him.

Any positive test will require a player to sit out 21 
days under the Big Ten’s safety protocols. That would 
mean a player misses three games in the nine-game 
sprint that is the Big Ten season in 2020.

So, when Ferentz hears, as he put it on Tuesday, the 
“bing” on his phone, he’s afraid to look.

“I don’t look forward to those,” he said, “because you 
just don’t know what is going to be on there.”

Iowa has had its share of positive COVID-19 tests 
— the exact number for each program isn’t released 
by the athletic department — but has been fortunate 
to not have the same kinds of issues other programs 
around the nation have had.

Wisconsin has canceled games in back-to-back 
weeks. Purdue coach Jeff Brohm missed his team’s 
season opener against the Hawkeyes. Clemson quar-
terback Trevor Lawrence is missing his second consec-
utive game this weekend. 

“I think certainly you look across the straight border 
here (at Wisconsin) and it’s a good reminder, constant 
reminder that this thing is just day-to-day right now,” 

Ferentz said. “I think we have all known that really 
since March if not sooner. It’s very real. It’s apparently 
not going away. I’ve told our team, just figure it’s going 
to be this way until January. You take it day-by-day. 
Don’t assume anything. You know, just hope for the 
best. Try to be as smart as you can but you know, 
there’s nothing you can do to be 100 percent insulat-
ed from this thing, I don’t think. We all have to keep 
living but we have to try to be smart.”

The coaches and players undergo daily testing and 
screening, a tedious process they have learned to 
accept.

“It gets routine after a while,” defensive end Zach 
VanValkenburg said on Wednesday. “Obviously, you 
always have (the potential of a positive test) in the 
back of your mind. You can’t dwell on that.”

“At first it was a little weird, but it started to become 
routine,” safety Dane Belton said. “You have to do a 
COVID test every day, so it became routine. … It’s not 
too bad.”

Ferentz, speaking on Election Day, pointed out how 
he heard about “voter stress” and then he equated it to 
what he called “COVID stress.”

“There’s definitely … it’s taken on a whole new ele-
ment,” he said.

It’s also something the Hawkeyes deal with on game 
days, with the number of fans just limited to families 
of players and coaches. Iowa played in front of ap-
proximately 1,100 fans in last Saturday’s 21-20 loss to 
Northwestern, more than 65,000 less than Kinnick 
Stadium’s capacity.

It was similar to the crowd Iowa faced in the sea-
son-opening 24-20 loss at Purdue.

“It’s just smart to know going into it, but it is going 
to be what it is, pretty quiet, and just like, you know, if 
we were going into a hostile environment, you obvi-
ously want to be prepared for that.,” Ferentz said. “This 
year (playing on the road) won’t be as big a factor and 
hopefully it’s the last year we ever have to talk about 
that.”

“You’re used to an electric Kinnick,” center Tyler 
Linderbaum said. “Fans everywhere. You just didn’t 
get that. But that’s what this year has been like, and 
you just have to adjust to it.”

Adjusting means getting through this season with 
the least amount of problems. So far, the Hawkeyes 
have done that.

“It’s a concern, certainly, knowing that something 
could happen at any time,” Ferentz said. “Just look 
at any of the pro teams that are playing in the pro 
leagues, and then certainly in college football, it’s very 
real, too.

“There is just nothing about this year that’s going to 
be normal, that’s for sure.”

John Bohnenkamp is a national award-winning sports 
reporter and contributor to the Pen City Current.

Central Lee, FM, HTC seniors to play in Volleyball Classic Saturday
MEDIAPOLIS - The 26th Annual Southeast Iowa 

Volleyball Classic is Saturday, November 7th at 7:00 
p.m.  The match will be played at Mediapolis High 
School in Mediapolis, Iowa.

The cost of admission is $5.00 with a ticket re-
quired. Live Stream will be available.

The match features the top high school senior 
volleyball players from Southeast Iowa.  Selected 
players were first nominated by their coach, placed 
on a ballot and then voted on by the varsity volleyball 
coaches of the Southeast Conference and Southeast 
Iowa Super Conference.  Congratulations to this 
year’s players!

2020 Players:
Burlington: Madison Bunton  
Central Lee: Zoe Eschman, Mya Merchman, Abby 

Wellman  
Ft. Madison: Lauren Bailey
Holy Trinity: Taylor Crabtree, Katie Denning, Bai-

ley Hellweg, Claire Pothitakis, Maria Rauenbuehler  
Keokuk: Miracle Ailes
Lousia Muscatine:Kylee Sanders
Mediapolis: Josie Wolter
Mt. Pleasant:Karsyn Lamm
New London:  Marah Hartrick, Kyra Linkin, 

Sophie Reighard

Van Buren: Isabel Manning
Waco: Aubrianna Garnsey, Morgan Graber 
West Burlington: Sydney Marlow 
WMU:Jenna Buffington, Kayla Edwards, Kyndal 

Townsley  
2020 Coaches:

Kent Bailey- Ft. Madison
Jay Coble – Waco
Ken Speilbauer - Louisa Muscatine
David Pieart - WMU

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

http://www.TKEF.org
https://www.fmchosp.com/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
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Classifieds

Advertise your
service business

1 month • Only $5000

2x2 Business Card Size Ad plus Social Media
Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call Lee at 319.371.4125

SHOPClassifieds
Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Complete Comfort. Affordable Price.

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service • Never An Overtime Charge
FREE Estimates • Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Full Service 
HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison,

Burlington, and
surrounding areas
with over 30 Years 

Experience!

This little piggy 
went to market

and never lost money.1

Banking on the market to fund your retirement can be 
risky. I can help you lock in solid gains and protect 

yourself from downside risk. Call me today.

Disclosure

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

1Surrender of the contract may be subject to surrender charges. Withdrawals before age 59 1/2 may result in a
10% IRS penalty tax. Additionally, there is a charge for the Simple7 Income Rider once it is activated.
Qualifications and restrictions apply for activation. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A141 (9-17)

This little piggy 
went to market

and never lost money.1

Banking on the market to fund your retirement can be 
risky. I can help you lock in solid gains and protect 

yourself from downside risk. Call me today.

Disclosure

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

1Surrender of the contract may be subject to surrender charges. Withdrawals before age 59 1/2 may result in a
10% IRS penalty tax. Additionally, there is a charge for the Simple7 Income Rider once it is activated.
Qualifications and restrictions apply for activation. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A141 (9-17)

This little piggy 
went to market

and never lost money.1

Banking on the market to fund your retirement can be 
risky. I can help you lock in solid gains and protect 

yourself from downside risk. Call me today.

Disclosure

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

1Surrender of the contract may be subject to surrender charges. Withdrawals before age 59 1/2 may result in a
10% IRS penalty tax. Additionally, there is a charge for the Simple7 Income Rider once it is activated.
Qualifications and restrictions apply for activation. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A141 (9-17)

This little piggy 
went to market

and never lost money.1

Banking on the market to fund your retirement can be 
risky. I can help you lock in solid gains and protect 

yourself from downside risk. Call me today.

Disclosure

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

1Surrender of the contract may be subject to surrender charges. Withdrawals before age 59 1/2 may result in a
10% IRS penalty tax. Additionally, there is a charge for the Simple7 Income Rider once it is activated.
Qualifications and restrictions apply for activation. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A141 (9-17)

This little piggy 
went to market

and never lost money.1

Banking on the market to fund your retirement can be 
risky. I can help you lock in solid gains and protect 

yourself from downside risk. Call me today.

Disclosure

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

1Surrender of the contract may be subject to surrender charges. Withdrawals before age 59 1/2 may result in a
10% IRS penalty tax. Additionally, there is a charge for the Simple7 Income Rider once it is activated.
Qualifications and restrictions apply for activation. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A141 (9-17)

This little piggy 
went to market

and never lost money.1

Banking on the market to fund your retirement can be 
risky. I can help you lock in solid gains and protect 

yourself from downside risk. Call me today.
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1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

1Surrender of the contract may be subject to surrender charges. Withdrawals before age 59 1/2 may result in a
10% IRS penalty tax. Additionally, there is a charge for the Simple7 Income Rider once it is activated.
Qualifications and restrictions apply for activation. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A141 (9-17)

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

(319) 316-6016
Now Open Monday through Friday

1001 Avenue H, Suite 2 • Fort Madison
www.ClearViewVision.com

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Optometrist/Clear-View-Vision-Center-101158518365592/
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
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Classifieds/Public Notices

Apply at: https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/

JOIN AN INDUSTRY LEADER

GREAT JOB OPPORTUNITIES
At our Fort Madison Manufacturing Plant

“Come and Gro With Us”

Production Lead - R4290
Qualifications: 3 years manufacturing experience, in a 
fast-paced environment.  College degree preferred, but 
not required.  Proficient in Microsoft Office and Google 
Suite, and experience with SAP preferred. 

Starting Pay: $24.85/hour

Machine Packaging Operators – R3559
Qualifications: Minimum 1 year experience as a ma-
chine/production operator in high speed manufacturing 
environment 

Openings All Shifts
Starting Pay: $18.30/hour

Formulation Operator - R3895
Qualifications: Strong problem solving skills, Attention 
to detail, Math skills (knowledge of the metric system 
(conversions of weights and volumes), Computer skills 
and knowledge (Excel, Word, SAP, Gmail), Must be able 
to wear a variety of PPE (including a respirator), Ability 
to operate a forklift.  Must be a team player.

Starting Pay: $23.00/hourMobile Nursing Services
Now Hiring 

Burlington & Ft. Madison Areas 

We are now hiring additional staff
to meet the needs of our increased client base. 

Apply at: 
705 Ave. G, Fort Madison 

Or email: 
mobnurse@mobilenursingservices.com

EOE

RN Case Manager
LPN

Private Duty

Home Health Aide

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

We’re Not Southeast Iowa’s
Favorite Dental Office

Without Our Great Team

APPLY TODAY
TO JOIN US!

Pothitakis Dentistry current-
ly has a position available for 
a Front Office/Dental Assis-
tant.

E-mail your resume to
familydentistrywest@gmail.com

EOE

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS

HELP
WANTED

APARTMENTS FOR RENTPUBLIC NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

Notice is hereby given 
that a public hearing 
will be held by the Fort 
Madison City Council at 
5:30 P.M. on Tuesday, 
November 17, 2020, at 
the Council Chambers 
of Fort Madison City Hall 
at 811 Avenue E, Fort 
Madison concerning Pub-
lic Improvement Project 
2020-08, Phase 2, Park-
ing Lot Reconstruction 
and Stormwater Improve-
ments. The purpose of 
the hearing will consist of 
approving plans, speci-
fications, contract doc-
uments and estimate of 
cost for the project.

As a result of concerns 
for the health and safety 
of the Council members, 
staff and public presented 
by COVID-19 pursuant to 
Iowa Code Section 21.8, 
persons may participate 
in this meeting either in 
person or electronically.

Persons electing to par-
ticipate electronically can 
comment on an agenda 
item by joining the Zoom 
Meeting by calling in by 
phone by dialing (312) 
626 6799 and entering 
the meeting ID (820 4216 

PUBLIC NOTICE
2nd WARD COUNCIL 

SEAT VACANCY

Notice is hereby given 
that the Fort Madison City 
Council intends to fill the 
Second Ward Council 
Member vacancy created 
by the death of Robert 
Morawitz by appointment, 
at a meeting to be held 
on November 17, 2020 at 
5:30 P.M. in the Council 
Chambers of City Hall, 
811 Avenue E, Fort Madi-
son, Iowa.

Interested parties 
should contact the City 
Clerk at 811 Avenue E, 
Fort Madison, Iowa; at 

(319) 372-7700, ext. 
206 or mblind@fortmad-
ison-ia.com for more 
information on how to 
apply for the Council 
Seat.  Deadline to apply 
is November 10, 2020.

Electors of Ward 2 have 
the right to file a petition 
requiring that the vacancy 
be filled by a special elec-
tion. Any petition request-
ing a special election 
must be signed by eligible 
voters of Ward 2 equal in 
number to 15% of those 
voters who voted for that 
candidate for the office 
at the proceeding regu-
lar election at which the 
office was on the ballot.  
The petition must be filed 
with the City Clerk within 
fourteen (14) days after 
the appointment is made.

Melinda L. Blind, City 
Clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE
3rd WARD COUNCIL 

SEAT VACANCY

Notice is hereby given 
that the Fort Madison 
City Council intends to fill 
the Third Ward Council 
Member vacancy created 
by the resignation of Tyler 
Miller by appointment, at 
a meeting to be held on 

Place your ad
online 24/7

6270). Persons may also 
obtain further information 
or express your views 
concerning this issue ei-
ther in person or through 
an authorized representa-
tive at the public hearing, 
or prior to the meeting by 
fax at (319) 372-8661, by 
telephone at (319) 372-
7700 ext. 206, by E-mail 
at mblind@fortmadi-
son-ia.com or in writing 
to the Fort Madison City 
Clerk, P.O. Box 240, 811 
Avenue E, Fort Madison, 
Iowa, 52627 no later than 
4:30 PM on November 
17, 2020.

Melinda L. Blind
City Clerk

November 17, 2020 at 
5:30 P.M. in the Council 
Chambers of City Hall, 
811 Avenue E, Fort Madi-
son, Iowa.

Interested parties 
should contact the City 
Clerk at 811 Avenue E, 
Fort Madison, Iowa; at 
(319) 372-7700, ext. 
206 or mblind@fortmad-
ison-ia.com for more 
information on how to 
apply for the Council 
Seat.  Deadline to apply 
is November 10, 2020.

Electors of Ward 3 have 
the right to file a petition 
requiring that the vacancy 
be filled by a special elec-
tion. Any petition request-
ing a special election 
must be signed by eligible 
voters of Ward 2 equal in 
number to 15% of those 
voters who voted for that 
candidate for the office 
at the proceeding regu-
lar election at which the 
office was on the ballot.  
The petition must be filed 
with the City Clerk within 
fourteen (14) days after 
the appointment is made.

Melinda L. Blind, City 
Clerk

https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
http://www.MobileNursingServices.com
mailto:familydentistrywest@gmail.com
mailto:mblind@fortmadison-ia.com
mailto:mblind@fortmadison-ia.com
http://BeRecycled.org
mailto:mblind@fortmadison-ia.com
mailto:mblind@fortmadison-ia.com
mailto:mblind@fortmadison-ia.com
mailto:mblind@fortmadison-ia.com
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From the Front

November is
Military Family Appreciation Month!

Complete Rental would like to offer
our military families

20% off any rental
during the month of November.

Thank you for your service!

(319) 372-8105
www.CompleteRentalFM.com

We’re in this Together.
Protect your family & community:

COVER COUGHS & SNEEZES
STAY HOME WHEN ILL
WASH HANDS OFTEN

#3 John Bennett Drive#3 John Bennett Drive
Fort MadisonFort Madison

www.leecountyhd.orgwww.leecountyhd.org

(319) 372.5225(319) 372.5225

www.DrMarkDDS.com

Now Accepting New Patients.

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753-2515

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry
319-372-3614

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry West

319-372-4882

Pothitakis Dentistry
6 Convenient Locations to Serve You

Roberts said no trap was put on her property. He said the cats were trapped roaming in a 
neighbor’s garage after that resident called in a complaint that they were in the garage.

“We got a call from a citizen who said strays were in her garage and wanted to know if we 
could remove them. Our policy is to provide a live catch, and then if we catch them and they 
have tags we make an attempt to find the owner. If that’s not available we take the animal to 
PAW.”

However he said two of the cats weren’t taken to PAW because they were recorded as strays 
with no way of determining ownership.

“That’s what we recorded, that they were strays and they had somebody out there that said 
they would take them for mousers,” Roberts said.

Gillman said she saw a Donnellson city staffer with a live trap and confronted him about 
the missing cats when she arrived at her home later that week.

“He was carrying a live trap in his hand and I walked right up to him and said “Where are 
my cats,” she said. “He told me right there that Rebecca (Schau) took one to PAWs and the 
other two were taken out to the country and released.”

Schau confirmed she took one cat to PAW, but said no cats were taken out and released in 
the country to her knowledge.

Gilman has another neighbor helping her care for the cats as she’s in and out of the home 
dealing with medical issues.

PAW Director Sandy Brown took the pregnant Bengal cat in on Oct. 10 and then trans-
ferred it to another rescue out of the state on Oct. 17.

Gilman claims she contacted Brown immediately after confronting the Donnellson city 
employee to see about getting her cat back. Gilman said Brown told her she didn’t have any 
Bengals at the shelter, but she doesn’t remember the exact date of the call to Brown, other 
than it was about two weeks ago.

Brown said the shelter followed protocols with the animal and kept it seven days, when 
they are only required to keep it five for a property owner to come claim it.

“The cat was pregnant and it’s very stressful in here with the number of cats we have right 
now, so we sent it to a partner rescue that specializes in caring for pregnant cats,” Brown said.

Brown said she’s never spoken with the owner of the Bengal that was sent out, because 
there’s been no confirmation of who the owner is.

Brown said another male Bengal cat was in the shelter’s possession for about six weeks, 
before someone adopted it. She said the only time she’s spoken with Gilman was when the 
woman called about some of her cats being shot by someone in the neighborhood and asked 
advice on how to keep them safe.

Brown told her to make sure the cats are contained inside the property when she’s not 
there, are looked after, and are in good health.

“To me, this is all about the welfare of the animal and nothing else,” Brown said. “We still 
have not spoken to the owner of the cat so we did what was best for the animal.

“We’ve done nothing wrong here.”
Brown said she won’t consider trying to get the cat back because of the safety factor con-

sidering some of the other cats on the property have been shot and are known to roam the 
neighborhood.

Roberts confirmed at least one of Gilman’s cats had been shot and killed. Officers ques-
tioned neighbors but found no solid evidence to charge anyone with the shootings. One of 
the animals was shot in the neck while sitting on Gilman’s porch, according to the owner, but 
Roberts said her initial report of the incident had some inconsistencies.

Gilman also said one of the Bengal cats that was released in the country found its way 
home malnourished, but is doing better now. She just wants the others returned so she can 
get her life back to normal.

Once the animals are taken to the shelter, they are evaluated for health, fed and then 
spayed or neutered. No breeding value would remain with any cat taken to a rescue.

Gilman said that is of no concern to her as she has no intention of continuing to breed the 
animals due to her health.

“None of that matters to me. I just want “Mama” back,” she said.
Roberts said it’s unfortunate that this incident has garnered so much attention for his 

department, and for PAW.
“For us it’s scary, because they want to pick apart everything we do. There’s a risk of disease 

here and when they go into other properties and get into garbage they clearly are hungry and 
then can transfer disease,” Roberts said

“Our first priority is public safety and then to try and reunite the animal or animals with 
the proper owner. And it’s against city ordinance to let them run at large.”

He said the city has no way of housing nuisance animals and PAW has always been there to 
help protect and provide a temporary home for animals that are running at large.

Different story from city on where other cats went
CATS- Continued from Page 1

https://completerentalfm.com/
http://www.leecountyhd.org
http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
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