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State to cut jobless benefits
GOVERNOR:  Reynolds says federal pandemic benefits will end June 12

Water quality 
is a problem 
of population

OPINION

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

DES MOINES – Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds announced 
today that the state will step away from many of the federal 
jobless benefits propping up displaced workers during the 
pandemic.

The state will halt four federal pandemic-related unem-
ployment benefit programs including: Federal Pandemic 
Unemployment Compensation (FPUC), Pandemic Unem-
ployment Assistance (PUA), Pandemic Emergency Un-
employment Compensation (PEUC), and Mixed Earners 
Unemployment Compensation (MEUC) effective the week 

ending June 12.
The state will continue to provide regular state unemploy-

ment benefits to those eligible.
“Federal pandemic-related unemployment benefit pro-

grams initially provided displaced Iowans with crucial assis-
tance when the pandemic began,” Gov. Reynolds said.

“But now that our businesses and schools have reopened, 
these payments are discouraging people from returning to 
work. Our unemployment rate is at 3.7 percent, vaccines are 
available to anyone who wants one, and we have more jobs 
available than unemployed people.”  

POCKET PARK
Beautification group to host event Thursday downtown

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Area residents 
will be able to get an up-close look at the 
improvements in the Pocket Park in the 
middle of downtown Fort Madison Thurs-
day afternoon.

The Fort Madison Beautification Foun-
dation, formed in 2020, will be hosting 
a gathering at the park to highlight the 
improvements the group has made over the 
past year and half.

The foundation is a non profit organiza-
tion dedicated to improving the community 
one small project at a time and assumed 

ownership of the Park located in the 800 
block of Avenue G.

City Councilwoman Rebecca Bowker has 
been spearheading the effort and said the 
space is now a quaint gathering place that is 
speckled with greenery and seating.  

“What was missing was broadband con-

Through the years, the Iowa Legislature 
is the place where Iowans gather to debate 
the biggest issues and challenges facing our 
state. It has been this way for 175 years.  

The 2021 session is days from adjourn-
ment, but there has been precious little 
time spent discussing one of the thorniest 
problems confronting this state in decades 
or looking for solutions. 

The issue is the quality of our water. 
Our lakes, streams and rivers are so pol-

luted with agricultural runoff that experts 
urge people, for health reasons, to not 
swim in many lakes and to avoid eating fish 
caught in certain rivers. 

While most lawmakers dodge this issue, 
a University of Iowa researcher has become 
a no-nonsense voice on the problem and its 
solutions. 

Chris Jones is a scientist at the Iowa Insti-
tute of Hydraulic Research. Water quality is 
his area of expertise. He says many Iowans 
do not grasp the magnitude of the water 
problem in our state or the reasons for it. 

“Iowa has around 3 million people, a 
total that has not changed much over the 
last 80 to 90 years,” Jones wrote on his blog. 
“People are large animals, and as such our 
bodies produce a lot of waste. That being 
said, we produce much less waste than the 
animals we eat.” 

A feeder pig, for example, is about the 
same size as a human. A piglet weighs 
about 3 pounds at birth and about 250 
pounds when it is slaughtered six months 
later. 

“Everybody knows Iowa has a lot of live-
stock,” he wrote. “If you are like me, maybe 
you have heard that our state has enough 
animals to effectively be as populous as 

The Fort Madison Beautification Foundation will be holding a reception at the Pocket Park in the 800 
block of Avenue G in historic downtown Fort Madison Thursday from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. for visitors to get a 
chance to experience the upgrades and improvements that have taken place.

See REYNOLDS, page 8

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
WED 12 May ................................................ Scattered Clouds, 60º F/ 38º F
THU 13 May .................................................................Overcast, 61º F/ 43º F
FRI 14 May ......................................................................... Rain, 54º F/ 44º F

IOWA LOTTERY
LUCKY FOR LIFE 05/10 .............................................4 31 32 42 44, Lucky Ball: 7
PICK 3 05/10 MIDDAY .................................................................................... 0 9 6
PICK 3 05/10 EVENING .................................................................................. 5 0 9
PICK 4 05/10 MIDDAY ..................................................................................7 5 6 5
PICK 4 05/10 EVENING ................................................................................5 6 1 9

See EVANS, page 8See PARK, page 2

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://www.OpenWeatherMap.org


nectivity,” she said.
The foundation took advantage of the Gov-

ernor’s Urban Revitalization plan to increase 
broadband in rural areas throughout Iowa. 
The COVID 19 pandemic amplified the need 
for free wifi for school, work and personal 
reasons.

On Thursday May 13th from 4 to 6 p.m. 
the foundation is hosting a party to kick 
off the free wifi for our downtown area and 
introduce the park to new visitors. The event 
will include free music and beverages.

The park was originally owned by a 
Self-Sustaining Municipal Improvement 
District (SSMID) and then by Fort Madison 
Main Street. When those two groups folded, 
the park was transferred to the newly-created 
foundation in 2020.

“We knew it had some challenges but we 
wanted to make that a priority,” Bowker said 
Tuesday.

“Part of our commitment was to bring 
more people to the downtown space and 
progressive communities across the country 
have been using WIFI to attract visitors so 

we went that direction.”
The foundation was able to secure a $7,000 

grant as part of the urban revitalization pro-
gram to help secure WIFI in the park with a 
match of about $5,000.

Other improvements have included a new 
purgola, refinished park benches, additional 
trash cans, and landscaping enhancements.

“We wanted to take little steps that made a 
big impact,” Bowker said.

She said downtowns are heart of rural 
America and the foundation thought the 
park could be complimentary to any progress 
that would take place.

“Our foundation has been thrilled to 
see the level of commitment that has been, 
and continues to come to downtown Fort 
Madison and we hope to see that continue,” 
Bowker said.

“But we just don’t want to focus on down-
town. Our goals are to reach out to the whole 
community, but funding and resources are 
always a challenge.”
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PARK - Continued from Page 1

Park reception Thursday 4 to 6 p.m. County to pay Youngs $442K 
for ambulance property

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY – With 
a July 1 deadline looming 
for the county to assume 
ownership of ambulance 
services countywide, 
an agreement has been 
reached to purchase prop-
erty and equipment from 
the current ambulance 
provider.

On Monday, the Lee 
County Board of Supervi-
sors approved a purchase 
price of $442,500 with 
half of the money due 
on June 7, 2021 and the 
second half payable to Lee 
County EMS Ambulance 
Inc., on Sept. 27, 2021. 
The vote was unanimous 
4-0 with Ron Fedler 
absent.

The purchase agreement 
includes 12 pages of items 
including facilities in Fort 
Madison, Donnellson 
and Keokuk, a 2018 Ford 
conversion ambulance, all 
ambulance and medical 
supplies, and office and 
facilities supplies.

County Auditor Denise 
Fraise said the agree-
ment is all inclusive and 
includes everything down 
to bandages.

“We modeled it after 
Washington County and 
(County Attorney) Ross 
(Braden) went in and 
cleaned it all up,” Fraise 
said.

The payments will be-

come part of a fiscal year 
2021 budget amendment.

Budget Director Cindy 
Renstrom said four de-
partments needed to have 
amendments including 
the sheriff ’s department 
for damaged vehicles. The 
insurance proceeds and a 
COVID-19 grant are also 
in the amendment.

“The ambulance service 
we are going to go ahead 
and make a payment this 
year to the Youngs to pur-
chase the buildings and 
the equipment and we 
didn’t have that budget-
ed,” she said.

The auditor’s office saw 
additional expenses for 
elections including the 
special elections, but she 
said some COVID -relat-
ed grant funds were also 
included in that amend-
ment.

The public hearing on 
that amendment will be 
May 24 at 9 a.m. Ren-
strom said that will be 
the last amendment the 
county will be allowed to 
do before June 30.

In an unrelated issue, 
supervisors also approved 
an amendment to an 
agreement with Motorola 
to usher in the new digital 
communication systems 
for county emergency 
responders.

Lee County Sheriff 
Stacy Weber said there 
was some language in the 
proposal that could have 
saddled the county with 

additional costs in years 
4-10 of the agreement for 
maintenance and services.

“There was some pen-
alty for not using some 
services in years 4-10 and 
we didn’t feel that was 
right to have to pay for 
those services, so we’ve 
gone back and forth on 
that and cleaned it up,” 
Weber said.

“We were trying to 
make sure down the road 
we wouldn’t be on the 
hook for fees or penalties, 
but Ross weeded it out. 
I’m glad the legal beagles 
were on point for us.”

The amended agree-
ment adds a section that 
allows the county out of 
the maintenance and sup-
port agreements with 180 
days written notice, but 
they can’t get out of the 
agreement for mere con-
venience without paying 
Motorola a portion of the 
discounted service agree-
ment for those years.

Supervisor Rick Larkin 
said a fire in Fort Mad-
ison again showed how 
poor communications are 
with the current system. 
The fire in the 1200 block 
of Avenue D had fire-
fighters in the basement 
and command outside 
couldn’t communicate 
inside.

“That’s the whole 
thing,” Board Chair Matt 
Pflug said. “These folks 
can’t talk to each other in 
dangerous situations.”

https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
https://www.facebook.com/CompleteRentalFM/
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The Tooth Is. . .The Tooth Is. . .
. . .We     Our Patients!. . .We     Our Patients!

www.DrMarkDDS.com
Pothitakis DentistryPothitakis Dentistry

6 Convenient Locations to Serve You

Now Accepting New PatientsNow Accepting New Patients
Fort Madison

Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614
Dr. Jonathan Dingeldein

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry West

319-372-4882
Dr. David Courtney

Dr. Stephanie Heyland
Dr. Mark Pothitakis

 Bonny Buyer, May 7, 2019   9

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA 
52627
Tony@tawins.com

W-2319018

MIDWEST OLD
THRESHERS REUNION

Grandstand Entertainment
Sat. Aug 31st

Joe Diffie

ATTENTION MUSICIANS!
We want YOU! New event in
Montrose, IA starting Sat. May
4th at 1pm behind the Fire
Station at Picken Park. Event
will be held 1st Sat of month
thru Sept. Call Linda Johnson
at 319-795-3675 for more info.

LEARN BASIC HYPNOSIS: 3-
day training seminar, taught by
Master Hypnotist Norma Dav-
is. $100 per person. Call 319-
470-6391 to reserve a seat.
May 22nd, 23rd, & 24th.

HAULING ANY Junk, Metal,
etc. Price by job. Call 319-528-
2807 for more info.

FREE: 4 railroad ties. 319-
463-7519

TO GIVE AWAY: 1 yr. old
round toilet. 319-372-4444

Reach over 111,000
potential local buyers!
Selling an item? We can help!
Call the Bonny Buyer today
to find out how you can get

your item seen by over
111,000 potential locals

buyers with our
MVP network of papers.

(319)372-6421

FOR SALE: 2011 Honda CR-
V EX-L, 78k mi., new Michelin
tires, 4WD, 2.4L engine, moon
roof. 319-212-0269

FOR SALE: 2008 Mitsubishi
Lancer 4-dr. Very clean, GPS.
$4,700 OBO. 319-372-1628 or
319-470-3581

VERY CLEAN, excellent con-
dition: 2012 Ford F150 Crew
Cab XLT 4WD 5.0L V8,
M i l e a g e  9 2 , 2 2 1 ,  V I N
1FTFW1EF8CF343360, tow-
ing camper/pkg, alum wheels,
bed liner, fixed running boards,
power seat.  Make an offer to
The Hub-Co Credit Union, 310
Bank St., Keokuk, IA  52632
by phone, in person or mail.
Asking $18,500.  Accepting of-
fers through 5/10/2019.

FOR SALE: 2007 Ford F-150
XLT Triton package, 4x4, 4.6L
V8, 95,918 mi., tow package,
t i l t  wheel ,  cru ise,  power
locks/windows, red in color
w/black topper. $10,600. 319-
201-0950

FOR SALE: 1999 Toyota Ta-
coma, 114,900 mi., 2WD, pre-
runner, V6, auto., extended
cab, tow package, very good
cond., $6500. 319-470-3981

319-372-5201
Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA
52627
Tony@tawins.com

JOIN. THE. ADVENTURE.
SUMMER CAMP 2021

CAMP DATES:  June 1st thru August 13th

FORT MADISON FAMILY YMCA
220 26th St. Fort Madison, IA I 319-372-2403 I fortmadisony.org

Swimming • Field Trips • Crafts
Games • Reading • AND MORE!

For 1st thru 6th Graders

Enroll Today!

Bloodhounds shut out Burlington 8-0 to sweep SEC
BY JOHN BOHNENKAMP

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - It’s the things you don’t see, Fort 
Madison soccer coach Kevin Wellman said, that makes the 
Bloodhounds special.

Take, for example, the Bloodhounds’ trip on Saturday for 
their match at Iowa City Liberty.

“They were playing some ‘80s music, and it was a sing-
along on the bus,” Wellman said. “I turned around to look 
and there were probably 12 kids singing along to a cou-
ple of songs. They were having a great time. Really high 
spirits.”

The mix of players from Fort Madison and Holy Trinity 
is working.

“They want to be together,” Wellman said. “They’re hang-
ing out together on weekends. They want to be together. 

“It’s just great to be a part of.”
The Bloodhounds finished an undefeated run through 

the Southeast Conference on Tuesday night, defeating 
Burlington 8-0 at the Baxter Sports Complex.

Fort Madison, ranked 12th in Class 2A by the Iowa High 
School Soccer Coaches Association, went 10-0 in confer-
ence play. The Bloodhounds, 12-1 overall, haven’t lost since 
the season-opening overtime loss to Notre Dame.

“It’s a huge deal,” Wellman said of the run through the 
conference. “Huge deal. It was one of our team goals when 
we set out on the season. And we accomplished it. It’s 
always awesome to accomplish your goals.

“Sometimes you get complacent against a team you’ve 
(already defeated). We didn’t do that. We made sure we 
took care of business.”

The progress, Wellman said, could be seen in the differ-
ence between the two matches against the Grayhounds. 
Fort Madison had a 5-1 win at Burlington on April 22, but 
this match wasn’t nearly as competitive.

“Our timing between our midfielders and forwards 
is a lot better,” Wellman said. “The last time we played 
them, we were offsides several times. And I think that 

was a product of it being not at the right timing. We fixed 
that. And I think that’s part of the reason we had a better 
attack.”

Fort Madison dominated this match, scoring five goals 
in the first half.

Jacob Pothitakis had three goals, two in the first half. 
Mitchell Pothitakis scored twice, and Will Larson and 
Renzo Eid each scored once.

Burlington rarely challenged against Fort Madison’s de-

fense. The Grayhounds (4-9 overall, 4-6 conference) played 
the final 2:16 down a player after Kristoffer Hollerauer was 
sent off after his second yellow card.

Fort Madison closes the regular season on Monday at 
Mediapolis.

Fort Madison’s Renzo Eid(15) punches in a goal off the side of his foot in the second half Tues-
day against Burlington. Eid scored off an assist from Xander Wellman who came streaking in 
from the left side. The Hounds won 8-0 and went undefeated in Southeast Conference play.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC
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Be Prepared
To Get Vaccinated

When you are given the opportunity to get the COVID vaccine, 
know if this is what you want to do or not – do your research. The 
opportunity will quickly pass as agencies move onto the next
levels.

If you sign up to get vaccinated, be sure to show up during your 
scheduled time.  Once a vial is open, 10 doses must be used within 
6 hours – the goal is not to waste any vaccine.

Continue to follow all recommended public health guidelines. . .for all of us.

This public service announcement brought to you by

PR
OOF
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CHECK OUT OUR SWAP SHOPCHECK OUT OUR SWAP SHOP

In need of a few cleaning supplies, spray paint, weed killer, etc?
Come check out what is available at our Swap Shop in our 

Household Hazardous Waste facility.  Our Swap Shop is open
Monday-Friday during regular business hours at our main facility
in Fort Madison. Stop in the Scale house to let them know you want

to look through the swap shop, and they will get someone to help you!!

FREEFREE  TO RESIDENTSTO RESIDENTS

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

BY PCC SPORTS

FAIRFIELD – Fort Madison’s Molly Knipe captured 
3rd place in the Southeast Conference girls tennis meet 
Monday in Fairfield.

Knipe, who came into the tourney seeded No. 2 
battled her way through a 7-5 first set win over Keokuk 
junior Julia de Gala in the first round. de Gala got to 
the main round after beating Grace Hecox of Burling-
ton, 6-4, 6-4 in a play-in.

After the close first set, Knipe shut out de Gala in the 
second set 6-0 to advance to the semifinals against the 
hosts No. 6 Nellie Higdon. Higdon who knocked off 
Mt. Pleasant’s Savanna Walls 6-4, 6-4 to advance, beat 
Knipe 6-2 in the first set.

However Knipe battle back in the second set pushing 
a 6-6 tie and forcing a tiebreaker. Higdon slipped into 
the finals with a 9-7 tiebreaker win. Higdon would end 
up falling to top-seeded Tess Paton of Fairfield 6-3, 6-1.

Knipe would move into the 3rd place match against 
Burlington’s Emily Woodsmall where Knipe would win 
in straight sets 6-2, 6-3.

Fort Madison’s Rachel Hellman was seeded No. 9 and 
had to play Keokuk’s No. 8 Jasmine Saunders in a play-
in match. Hellman would come back from a 2-6 loss 
in the first set to take a 7-6 second set win with a 7-3 
tiebreaker. Then she won the two set tie breaker 10-1 to 
move into the main bracket against eventual champion 
Paton.

Paton would shut out Hellman 6-0, 6-0 pushing Hell-
man into the consolation side of the bracket where she 
knocked off Mt. Pleasant’s Maggie Fitzpatrick 6-0, 6-3 
before falling to Walls 6-0, 6-0 in the fifth-place match 
to take sixth place, three above her seed.

In doubles play, the No. 5 seeded duo of Lauren Otte 
and Sky Lawson fell to No. 4 Emily Mosley and Macy 
McGinity after taking the first set 6-1. The Burlington 
girls then took the second set 6-2 and won the tie-

breaker 10-4 to fall into the consolation bracket where 
Fairfield’s Abby Schaefer and Lauren Kraemer moved 
on with 6-1, 6-1 wins over the Lady Hounds.

Otte and Lawson then took on Mt. Pleasant’s Malena 
Yocum and Morela Ellas for seventh place and ended 
up with the win 6-0, 6-1.

Kayla Kruse and Elizabeth Stuekerjuergen came into 
the bracket with a No. 10 seed. and fell 6-1, 6-0 to Ol-
ivia Jones and Sydney Wells, moving into the 9th place 
match where a bye in the other play-in left them with 
no opponent and the win by default.

On Saturday, the Lady Hounds got just one win in 
an 1-8 loss to Camanche in a triangular at Muscatine. 
Nauda Ruston and Laruen Otte knocked off Ana Lev 
and Makailla Hughes 8-6 at No. 3 doubles for Fort 
Madison.

The Bloodhounds got two wins in the second match 
of the day against Muscatine in a 2-7 loss. Ruston got 
an 8-3 win over the Muskies Grace Brookhart at No. 
6 singles and Otte and Ruston again got a win at No. 3 
doubles over Brookhart and Shelby Grady.

Knipe takes 3rd at girls SEC tennis meet

Fort Madison’s Molly Knipe captured 3rd place 
at the Southeast Conference girls tennis tour-
nament Monday in Fairfield.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

HTC’s Robu wins 
SEISC girls golf title

BY PCC SPORTS

FORT MADISON – Holy Trinity Catholic’s Ali Robu 
carded a 90 on the Crusader’s home course at Sheaffer 
Memorial Golf Course Monday afternoon to win the 
Southeast Iowa Superconference girls golf meet.

Robu led a field of 51 edging New London’s Taylor 
Phillips by one shot for the medalist honors. Phillips 
shot a 45 on the back nine, one stroke better than Robu, 
but her 46 on the front nine included a double bogey 
on the par 3 No. 5 that gave Robu the meet.

Robu carded a birdie on the 298 yard par 4 hole No. 
2 to highlight a 44 on the front nine, which was one 
better than Columbus’ Jobie Lekwa. The HTC senior 
recorded 2 pars on the 18-hole event to go along with 
the birdie, while putting together a string of eight 
straight bogeys coming in.

Lekwa took 3rd place overall with a 96 tied with Dan-
ville’s Natalie Wilcox.

Central Lee’s Karissa Moeller shot a 132 to tie for 
28th place overall. Ellie Herdrich carded a 145, Mer-
cedes Kirchner came in with a 159 and Emma Harvey 
had a 256 for the Lady Hawks who finished 9th overall 
with a 692.

Robu was Holy Trinity’s only participant so the Cru-
saders didn’t figure in the team scoring. New London 
won the team scoring with a 404 figuring the top four 
golfers on each team.

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

http://www.grrwa.com
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Agent Info

If someone is hurt on your property, is your 
business protected? 

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying 
claim costs beyond where your business insurance 
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today 
because when your world is protected – it’s business  
as usual.

Don’t Let 
Your Business 

Slip Away

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Disclosure

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)
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business protected? 

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying 
claim costs beyond where your business insurance 
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today 
because when your world is protected – it’s business  
as usual.

Don’t Let 
Your Business 

Slip Away
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Generations of Great Service

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328

All Areas: 877-380-4328
www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Full Service HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison, Burlington, and surrounding 

areas with over 30 Years Experience!

• 24 Hour Service
• Never An Overtime Charge

• FREE Estimates
• Servicing All Makes

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Vinyl Banners

Art
Supplies

Flyers

Posters

Office 
Furniture

B
usiness 

Form
s

Trifold Brochures

P
hoto

C
orrection

Coffee 
Mugs

Office 
Supplies

Printing

T-Shirt Printing

B
usiness C

ards

ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!

https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/pdf
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com


2136 Green Bay Rd
Wever, IA 52658
319-372-7852

Now Hiring!

Marine Facility 
Operations

& Maintenance
Benefits Included 
Full & Part Time

Positions Available 

Heartland Co-op is an 
Equal Opportunity

Employer (EOE-AA)
committed to advancing 

diversity in the work-
place. Post offer ... 

pre-employment 
drug screen, job

physical, & physical 
capacity profile required.

FOR JOB INFO
& TO APPLY VISIT: 

heartlandcoop.com
Career Opportunities, 

Wever

YOUR AD 
HERE
Call Lee

(319) 371.4125
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Classifieds/Public Notices

Conagra Brands’ Fort Madison manufacturing 
facility is looking for entry level production asso-
ciates for temporary, summer work on all shifts.  
Pay is $15.00 per hour.  To be considered for 
employment, you must be flexible to work any 
shift, Saturdays and Sundays as required and at 
least 18 years of age with a high school diploma. 

Please visit
conagrabrands.com/careers

to apply!
Multiple full-time positions available as well.

Visit the website for additional details.

Summer Job Opportunity

The Kensington con-
tinues to grow and we 
are looking for dedi-
cated team members 
to join our team!  We 
have full and part-
time positions avail-
able in both dining 
services and care-
giving departments! 
We are an Agemark 
Senior Living com-
munity and for the 
second consecutive 
year, Great Places to 
Work and FORTUNE 
have named us #11 
in the nation for small 
to medium size Aging 
Services! At Agemark, 
our 30+ years’ experi-
ence in Senior Living 
has given us the in-
sight to focus on what 
matters for our Resi-
dents, their Families 
and our Employees. 
We offer part time and 
full time benefit pack-
ages. We take care of 
those that took care of 
us and believe in the 
philosophy - “Never 
forget the hands that 
raised you!” Please 
visit www.agemark.
com/careers to find 
the job that fits you 
best and fill out an ap-
plication!

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS

CHILDCARE 
PROVIDER

The Fort Madison Fami-
ly YMCA Learning Centers 
are seeking candidates to 
fill childcare positions at our 
Donnellson, Iowa daycare 
centers Monday through Fri-
day.

Candidates must enjoy work-
ing with children and have a 
fun, loving, and caring per-
sonality.

Positions begin at $9.00 per 
hour, full-time with potential 
wage increases based on 
experience and certifications 
attained.

Required certifications are: 
CPR/First Aid, Mandatory 
Reporter, Universal Precau-
tions, and additional training/
certifications.

Mandatory background 
checks will be performed pri-
or to hire.

Apply online at fortmadisony.
org/employment-opportuni-
ties/ or in-person at 220 26th 
St., Fort Madison or 607 Park 
St., Donnellson.

SHOPClassifieds
Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

PUBLIC NOTICE
LEE COUNTY
BOARD OF

SUPERVISORS
SPECIAL MEETING 

NOTICE
**MONDAY**

DATE: May 13, 2021
CONVENING TIME:

1:00 P.M.
AGENDA

Do you have time -
to help stop crime?

Join us today to help
keep our communities safer!

Visit any of these Facebook pages to learn more
about what the Neighborhood Watch Program is

& how to start your own group or join an existing group!

HELP
WANTED

HELP
WANTED

Board of Supervisors’ 
Meeting 

Thu, May 13, 2021
1:00 PM - 2:00 PM (CDT) 

Please join my meeting 
from your computer, tablet 
or smartphone. 

https://global.gotomeet-
ing.com/join/232842397 

You can also dial in 
using your phone. 

United States: +1 (408) 
650-3123 

Access Code: 232-842-
397

 
If you would like to pose 

a question to the Board, 
please use the Chat 

feature and wait for the 
Chairman to address you. 
If you are participating by 
phone, please wait until 
everyone is done speak-
ing before addressing the 
Board. Please keep your 
microphone muted to 
cut down on background 
noise. If you are partic-
ipating by phone, press 
#6, this will mute your 
phone

1 Approve Agenda

2 Discussion and Pos-
sible Action on Displaying 

Turbine in Estes Park

3 Adjourn

PUBLIC MEETING –
CITIZENS WELCOME

Vision and hearing
assistance available

upon request

Contact Title VI
Administrator
319-372-3705

County Website:
www.leecounty.org

PUBLIC NOTICES

Got a
news
tip?

Call Chuck 
(319)371.1670

YOUR
AD

HERE
Call Lee

(319) 371.4125

http://heartlandcoop.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.KeywayManagement.com
http://www.ConagraBrands.com/careers
http://www.agemark.com/careers
http://www.agemark.com/careers
http://fortmadisony.org/employment-opportunities/
http://fortmadisony.org/employment-opportunities/
http://fortmadisony.org/employment-opportunities/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/232842397
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/232842397
http://www.leecounty.org
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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307 5th Street West Point | 319-837-6178 or 800-292-2208 | www.fullenkampins.com
Open Monday through Friday 7:30 - 5:00 & Saturday 8:30 - 11 or by appointment

Serving Southeast Iowa, Northeast Missouri,
& West-Central Illinois for 58 years

Auto • Home • Health
Business • Life

Farm • Crop

We have a long track record with the companies
we represent, including:

• Nationwide –58 years
• IMT Insurance – 47 years

• Progressive – 37 years
• United Fire Group – 37 years

• Continental Western Group – 37 years
• Auto Owners Insurance – 16 years

SmoothSailing
Unfortunately, Life Isn’t Always

You need an
insurance company 

that provides stability.

IR
T-

19
4

8
I-

A

edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Tony Fullenkamp 
Financial Advisor

1233 Ave H 
Ft Madison, IA 52627 
319-372-8001

Lee County Economic Development Group President Dennis Fraise said across 
the board this is the worst jobs landscape in decades and in his opinion it’s time to 
reassess those benefit packages.

“There’s no question that almost all of our employers have openings. If you want a 
job, there is a job for you. It may not align with what you need or require, but a lot of 
our employers are struggling to find enough people,” Fraise said.

“There are a lot of people through the pandemic that were, and still are, hurting 
and I think the extra unemployment was certainly a needed and necessary compo-
nent of the recovery. But if we lower back to a normal amount of employment will it 
have a positive impact? My guess is that’s going to be part it.”

The governor also said effective June 13, 2021, Iowa will no longer waive employer 
charges for COVID-related unemployment insurance claims. 

“Regular unemployment benefits will remain available, as they did before the pan-
demic, but it’s time for everyone who can to get back to work,” Reynolds said. “This 
country needs to look to the future, and Iowa intends to lead the way.” 

Fraise said it’s not a local or even statewide issue. He said most of the nation is 
rethinking the current federal benefits structure.

“A lot of states are taking a hard look at unemployment benefits and I would think 
it has something to do with the recent jobs report,” Fraise said.

“There was disappointment in the number of jobs created, but we need more data 
to know what the relationship is. In my opinion, it is time to roll it back. If it puts 
more people into the workforce, then it’s time to do that.”

Fraise said he was sympathetic to the people who’ve been hit hardest by the pan-
demic, but if the economy is opening back up and you can still make more money 
staying at home, then the programs need reevaluated.

He has also been vocal about the county needing to take steps to stem off what he 
calls a “cold winter” for employers.

“This is the tip of the iceberg and in the next decade winter could be here. The 
pandemic has exasperated that situation because there have been so many unfore-
seen consequences,” he said.

“This is the worst time a lot of our employers have had, and that’s from fast food, 
to downtown businesses, to resorts, to industrial. It’s across the board and I’m not 
sure we’ve ever seen a cycle like this.”

State Sen. Jeff Reichman (R-Montrose) said he supported the move and said Reyn-
olds has been a leader among the nation’s governors in handling the pandemic.

“Iowa was named the No. 2 state in the country in getting back open,” Reichman 
said. “She’s doing the right thing here.”

State Rep. Martin Graber (R-Fort Madison) said he’s spoken with other legislators 
around the state and no one is saying they have too many employees.

“Just like school, if we want to get to a sense of normalcy, we have to get back to 
normal. There are lots of positives here and Iowa’s employers need people. We just 
have to get back to work.”

“There are lots of jobs out there. There are vaccines available if you want one,” he 
said. 

California. It’s bigger than 
that. Much bigger.” 

That feeder pig excretes 3 
times as much nitrogen as 
a human, 5 times as much 
phosphorus and 3.5 times 
as much solid waste, Jones 
said. 

In 2019, Iowa had about 
24 million hogs, 250,000 
dairy cattle, 1.8 million 
beef cattle, 80 million 
laying chickens and 4.7 
million turkeys. The equiv-
alent-sized human popu-
lation that would generate 
the same amount of waste 
as these animals is stagger-
ing, Jones said. 

Iowa hogs produce waste 
that is equivalent to 83.7 
million people, he wrote. 
Our dairy cattle produce 
waste equivalent to 8.6 
million people. Beef cattle 
wastes are equivalent to 
25 million people, laying 
chickens are equivalent 
to 15 million people, and 
turkeys are equivalent to 
900,000 people. 

“In total, these five 
species generate the waste 
equivalent to that pro-
duced by about 134 million 
people,” Jones wrote. 
“Managing waste from 
these animals is possibly 
our state’s most challenging 
environmental problem.” 

There is a lot of crop land 
onto which farmers can 
apply this waste. But the 
time in which to do this 
without damaging crops is 
not large, he said, and wet, 
cold and hot weather can 
limit applications. 

“There are only a pre-
cious few weeks in a year 
when this Mount Everest 
of waste can be applied to 
corn and soybean fields. 
And there can be no doubt 
that the sheer amount … 
have consequences for 
water quality.” 

We often hear people 
saying that we all want 
clean water. But Jones is 
blunt here: “Clearly, we do 
not all want clean water, at 
least not in a meaningful 
way. When it comes to our 
lakes and streams, we may 
all agree that the concept 
of clean water is a good 
one, but a critical mass of 
someones and somethings 
is holding us back from 
getting it.” 

He continued: “When 
will farmers and the 
industry in general ever 
take responsibility for the 
negative consequences that 
happen beyond the field? 
It’s pretty clear the ‘feed the 
world’ virtue-signaling is 
designed, at least in part, to 
excuse the environmental 
wreckage produced by the 
system.” 

We need to be mindful 
of livestock production’s 
importance in the rural 
Iowa economy, with the 
jobs at confinement facil-
ities, in trucking, equip-
ment sales, construction 
and meat packing.

“I firmly believe that if 
we are to solve problems, 
we all ought to be able to 
talk about them openly, es-
pecially when they involve 
things we hold in common 
like our lakes, streams, air 
and wildlife,” he said. 

Jones does not believe 
voluntary action alone will 

solve Iowa’s water prob-
lems. Instead, he believes 
the state must act to reduce 
the problem. 

Iowa should ban row 
crop agriculture in what 
is called the 2-year flood 
plain. About 400,000 acres 
of crops are planted there 
each year. About every 
other year, this land floods 
and washes fertilizer and 
pesticides into nearby 
streams.  

Iowa should ban fall 
tillage because it increases 
soil erosion. The state also 
should ban the application 
of manure onto snow and 
frozen ground. 

“I get that the manure pit 
may fill up faster than ex-
pected,” he wrote. “Again, 
not my problem. Build a 
bigger pit.” 

Jones also favors re-
quiring farmers to adhere 
to Iowa State University’s 
fertilization guidelines. 
And he favors changing 
the regulations for animal 
confinement facilities. 

“How do we give farmers 
license to do whatever they 
want with inputs and then 
ask the taxpayer to mitigate 
the pollution? It’s insanity,” 
he said. 

And this is the debate 
you won’t hear at the Leg-
islature, unfortunately. This 
is an important debate for 
Iowa’s future, because there 
is a lot at stake — jobs, eco-
nomic livelihood, and the 
quality of life for everyone. 

Randy Evans is execu-
tive director of the Iowa 
Freedom of Information 
Council and can be reached 
at DMRevans2810@gmail.
com. Pen City Current is a 
member of the IFOIC.

EVANS - Continued from Page 1

Iowa livestock produces waste 
equal to 134 million people

REYNOLDS - Continued from Page 1

Area legislators back Reynolds 
move to end extra benefits

http://www.fullenkampins.com
https://www.edwardjones.com/financial-advisor/index.html?CIRN=XuzVgl%2FXdroPysL7z3eNO9tiFzGCeZTUnmQWgYFBD%2BSAh0ylrdsm2H2yi8CRoAP9
http://www.OldFortPlayers.com
mailto:DMRevans2810@gmail.com
mailto:DMRevans2810@gmail.com
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