SPORTS:

Monday, October 19,2020 |9 pages | Volume 4 « Issue 189

www.pencitycu rrent.com

BLOODHOUNDS WIN: Snaps more than three decades without a playoff win

EM gets 1st playott win in 32 years

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

Fort Madison quarterback Landes Williams gets some room up the middle after Mateo Lozano (57) and
the Hounds’ offensive line pry away the defense in the third quarter of Friday night’s 45-7 playoff win. For

a complete recap, see page 4.

SPECIALELECTION: Tuesday’s agenda includes possible vote to hold election

Council may change direction on filling vacancies

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - Fort Madison city officials will discuss
the possibility of putting two vacant council seats up for elec-
tion later this year.

At Tuesday’s City Council meeting, council members will
vote on a resolution to fill the vacancies by special election.
Two weeks ago Mayor Matt Mohrfeld said it was his intention
to fill the vacancy by appointment on Nov. 17.

Jerry Hamelton, one of the candidates for the 2nd Ward
spot vacated by the death of Bob Morawitz, said he intended
to file a petition to force a special election.

According to a resolution in Tuesday’s council packet, a pe-
tition was presented to City Clerk Melinda Blind, demanding
a special election.

However, that petition doesn’t have the required amount of
signatures and has been submitted prematurely according to

MOHRFELD

Iowa Code 327.13 which indicates the petition
must be submitted within 14 days after publi-
cation of the city’s intent to appoint someone to
fill the vacancy.

Lee County Auditor Denise Fraise said
Hamelton would need at least 46 signatures
from eligible voters in the 2nd Ward. She also
said she sent an email to Blind earlier this

week indicating that Dec. 15 would be the soonest an election
could take place.

The state has a four-week blackout in place for any special
elections before and after general elections.

Hamelton said Friday that Mohrfeld called him this week to
confirm that it was his intention to run for office.

“I explained to him that it was very clear that I was going to
run,” Hamelton said.

See VACANCIES, page 8

Randy Miller’s
touch feltin
many bylines

The office looked like any editor’s
office.

Press releases and various correspon-
dence piled on the desk.

A month’s worth of newspapers —
heck, maybe even two or three months —
stacked in various corners.

An ashtray — this was the 1980s, you
have to understand.

Every weekday in the summer of 1987,
I'd have to make a few treks per day into
the office of Randy Miller when he was
the editor at the Daily Democrat.

I was a summer intern between my
junior and senior years at the University
of Iowa, and I was one of the news report-
ers in the newsroom where I had been
working as a part-time sports writer for a
few years.

Ilearned a lot in those years at the
Democrat, doing everything from writing
stories to taking photos to the old cut-
and-paste ways of putting together pages.

Randy was one of my teachers.

Every day, I'd have to go into the office
because he had questions on my stories.
Which is what a good editor does — be a
pain in the butt about details. His name
wasn't on the story, but he knew your
name would, and he wanted to make it
better.

So he had questions, and I always had
to be ready with the answers.

Instead of saying it this way, Randy
would recommend that way. Punch up
that lead paragraph, he would say.

No story is ever flawless, but he worked
to make it, and the writer, better.

I learned a lot that summer about
dealing with people, dealing with sourc-
es, dealing with editors. That summer

See MILLER, page 3
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WADE P. JONES

Wade P. Jones, 50, of Fort Madison, IA, passed away on Thursday, October 15, 2020
at 1:47 AM at his home.

He was born on March 9, 1970 in Arlington, Texas to Glenn and Merilin Paulus
Jones. On July 14, 2018 he married Melinda Kemp Reed in Ft. Madi-
son. He was a graduate of Ft. Madison High School. Wade was a cor-
rectional officer at ISP for twenty-seven years. He was a bass fisherman
and went to Wisconsin every summer to compete. Wade also enjoyed
hunting, especially deer.

Survivors include his wife, Mindy Jones of Ft. Madison; his mother,
Merilin Jones of Ft. Madison; a step daughter, Bradie (Matt Bailey)
Reed of Clinton; four grandchildren, Bleyn, Ryker, J'’Kiya and Mad-
dyx; his in-laws, Ron and Sharon Kemp of Ft. Madison and Kent Clippert of Keokuk.
He was preceded in death by his Father, grandparents and mother-in-law, June
Clippert.

Friends may call after 2 PM on Sunday, October 18, 2020 at King-Lynk Funeral
Home &Crematory where the family will meet with friends from 3-5 PM. The funer-
al service will be held on Monday, October 19, 2020 at 10 AM at King-Lynk Funeral
Home with Rev. Jon Heyland officiating. Burial will follow in Oakland Cemetery.

A memorial has been established for the ALS Iowa Chapter and online condolences

may be left at www.kinglynk.com.

JONES

Now Accepting
New Patients.

Pothitakis Dentistry

6 Convenient Locations to Serve You

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry West

319-372-4882

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry

319-372-3614

Burlington Dental Associates

319-753-2515

Burlington Family Dentistry

319-752-7993

New London Dental Care

319-367-2311

Mediapolis Dental Care

319-394-3255

www.DriVlarkDDS.com

NICHOLAS J. SCHWARTZ

Nicholas James “Nick” Schwartz, 70, of rural Donnellson, Iowa, passed away at 9:08 p.m. Mon-
day, October 12, 2020, at Mercy Hospital in Iowa City, Iowa.

Nick was born on May 29, 1950 in Mount Pleasant, Iowa, the son of Philip and
Helen (Greiner) Schwartz. On August 13, 1977, he married Nicky Nichting at St.
John the Baptist Catholic Church in Houghton, Iowa.

Survivors include his wife: Nicky; two daughters: Mindy (Chad) Ward and
Lindsey (Jesse) Forquer; two sons: Luke (Brittni) Schwartz and Philip (Kayla)
Schwartz; four grandchildren: Noah and Faith Ward; Nicholas “Cale” Schwartz
and Coy Forquer; two sisters: Judy (Glenn) Neuweg and Wilma (Marvin) Well-
man. Also surviving are several nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents and sister: Mary Ellen Williams.

Nick was a graduate of Marquette Catholic High School. He attended Southeastern Community
College and spent most of his life truck driving for several local ag companies. Nick was a member
of St. John the Baptist Catholic Church in Houghton. He was an avid Cardinal, lowa Hawkeye
and NASCAR fan. Nick also enjoyed hunting, gardening, fishing, farming, raising livestock, being
outside and most of all spending time with family and friends living his best life being retired.

Friends may call from 12:00 noon to 7:00 p.m. Thursday, October 15, 2020, at Schmitz Funeral
Home in West Point.

A Mass of Christian Burial was held at 10:30 a.m. Friday, October 16, 2020, at St. John the Bap-
tist Catholic Church in Houghton with Father Dennis Hoffman as celebrant.

Burial was at St. John's Cemetery in Houghton.

A memorial has been established in his memory to Houghton Fire and Rescue.

Schmitz Funeral Home of West Point is assisting the family with arrangements. Online condo-
lences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.

STEVEN GRIFFITHS

Steven Griffiths, 63, of Fort Madison, IA, passed away on Thursday, October 15, 2020 at 3:52 PM
at his home.

He was born on November 25, 1956 in LaHarpe, IL to John and Phyllis Hanley Griffiths. On
February 18, 1994 he married Mary Tegethoff Uhlik in Ft. Madison. Steve worked
lifelong at the family business, Colusa Grain and Elevator. He enjoyed wood-
working and being outdoors working around the house. Steve loved playing pool,
socializing and being around people. Steve was a connoisseur of the finer “things”
in life. He was an avid Dallas Cowboy fan and loved spending time with his family,
especially his grandchildren.

Survivors include his wife, Mary Griffiths of Ft. Madison; one daughter, Alicia
Griffiths of Ft. Madison; two sons, Andy (Ashley) Uhlik of Oak Grove, MO and
Matt (Jennifer) Uhlik of Jefferson City, MO; eight grandchildren; three brothers, Dale Griffiths of
Nauvoo, D.J. Griffiths of Colusa and John Hobart of Warsaw; one sister, Mary Davis of Las Vegas;
several nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his parents and a brother, Mark.

The family will meet with friends from noon until 1:30 PM on Wednesday, October 21, 2020 at
King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory. A graveside service will be held on Wednesday, October
21,2020 at 2 PM at Myers Cemetery, rural Dallas City with Reverend David Poland officiating.

Per his wishes, cremation has been entrusted to King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory. In lieu of
flowers, a memorial has been established for Lee County Hospice and online condolences may be

left at www.kinglynk.com.
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Opinion/ From the Front

Only the Randy
Millers get the
newsroom

MILLER - Continued from Page 1

I covered everything from a county fair to a sexual
harassment complaint against a teacher. Randy guided
me through every story.

A year later, with a degree completed, I came back
for the summer and the Democrat had an opening for
a reporter to cover city government. I wasn’t that inter-
ested but, hey, it was a job.

I talked with Randy about it, and he had a sugges-
tion — fill in until he could find someone else. His
reasoning made sense — it was a position that could be
controversial, and since I was a hometown kid, it could
be uncomfortable for me and my family.

I also think it was because he wanted someone with
more experience, and he knew that given my choice
I would rather be a sports writer. So I decided to be a
pinch-hitter for a few weeks, and it just so happened
that right around the time Randy found a replacement,
there was an opening at the Daily Gate City in Keokuk.

I worked somewhere else, but Randy would still edit
me now and then, since the two papers were owned
by the same company and shared a network. If he was
going to use one of my stories, I was quite sure at some
point a message would flash at the bottom of my com-
puter screen with a question from Randy.

We ended up working together at The Hawk Eye in
Burlington — I moved there in the summer of 1991,
eand Randy would be hired there in 1993.

That’s where we stayed — Randy retired in 2016 and
three years later, I was “eliminated.” His desk then was
like his desk at the Democrat, but that’s how an editor’s
desk looks.

My relationship with him was like any writer has
with an editor. There would be disagreements, but I
always knew he had my back, and that continued even
after we didn’t work together.

He worked hard in the community — he always tried
to talk me into the yearly Paint-A-Thon, but I always
had the excuse of having to cover something that Sat-
urday. I appreciated his work at renovating old houses
— I put him on a search one time for a porch post my
parents needed, but he couldn’t find one.

Randy died early Saturday morning. I hadn’t seen
him in the last few months, and didn’t even know he
was ailing. I hated that — hated that I hadn’t talked to
him more, hated that I had lost touch.

The last time I saw him, he told me I should join him
and some other former colleagues for their Tuesday
coffee. I was intrigued, especially because it would have
given me a weekly chance to annoy the person respon-
sible for my “elimination.” But I never did join them.

The newsroom atmosphere is something only jour-
nalists understand. It can be fun, contentious, happy
and angry, peaceful until it’s chaotic — and then you
get the paper out and the next day you do it all again.

I've lost too many friends over the years, co-workers
who went through all of those daily emotions and were
a bigger part of your life than you realized at the time.

Randy would have enjoyed editing this column. I'm
sure he would have found something to question.

And it would be wise for me to have the answer.

John Bohnenkamp is an award-winning sports writer
and contributor to the Pen City Current. Comments can
be sent to editor@pencitycurrent.com

Chestnut anniversary and half marathon

Iane and Mark McConeghey of
Monroe, Iowa have always been
innovative farmers, caring for
their land like it was one of their
children. A lot of it stems from
education. Mark has a degree in
marketing, and Jane in nursing—
both from the University of Iowa.
The McConegheys were one of the
first, if not thee first, to implement
no-till farming in Jasper County.
Then, they had the audacity to
switch to large round bales for their
hay, straw and stover. Neighboring
farmers just shook their heads,
convinced that too much education
can make you wacky. But, when
Mark, a fourth generation McCo-
neghey to till the same soil, received
an award for having a 150-year old
family farm, they admitted he had
“stick-to-intuitiveness.”

Convinced that farmers needed
alternative crops to corn and soy-

EMPTY
NEST

By Curt Swarm

beans, the McConegheys dedicated
a number of acres to aronia berries,
going so far as to purchase an aro-
nia berry harvester. (Aronia berries,
with high concentrations of antioxi-
dants and anti-inflammatories, have
yet to prove themselves. Adequate
markets are the problem.)

This year it’s chestnut trees! Gin-
nie and I visited the McConegheys
on a beautiful fall Saturday to watch
them plant over 300 chestnut trees.
It was also Ginnie’s and my five-year
wedding anniversary. What a won-
derful way to celebrate! Chestnut
trees were wiped out by blight in
North America around the turn of
the 20th Century. These are Chinese

Chestnuts, and blight resistant. Per
acre, chestnuts can bring in more
income than corn and soybeans.
The major drawback is that it can
take 15 years before a sizable crop is
achieved.

The McConegheys don't care,
they’re planting for the next gener-
ation. Both in their early seventies,
they realize they may never see the
trees produce. “But someone will,”
they happily point out.

Their next experiment will be
with paw-paw trees, and maybe
persimmons. Stewards of the land,
the McConegheys are visionary and
not shy of risk.

For our anniversary, they sent us
home with two Chestnut tree starts.
Perfect. We also may never see
them produce. But someone will!

On another note, I will be 31
years clean and sober this Novem-

See SWARM, page 8
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Sports

Hounds shake off slow start to roll in Pod 11 win

Quirky alphabet rule leaves
7-1 Fort Madison traveling
north to 6-2 Grinnell

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - Fort Madison quarterback
Landes Williams said he had a case of the jitters in
the first quarter.

He shook em off in the second half along with
a bunch of Knoxville tacklers as the Bloodhounds
rolled to a 45-7 win over the Panthers in the first
round of the “pod” playofts.

The Hounds will play Grinnell (6-2) next Friday
at a site to be determined Saturday at noon. Grin-
nell downed Newton 44-23 in the other Pod 11
game.

Williams, uncharacteristically threw four of his
first five passes behind Bloodhound receivers, but
then righted the ship to go 9-19 for 147 yards and
a couple TDs.

He also carried the ball 19 times for 90 yards,
including a 17-yard run late in the 2nd quarter on
2nd and 10 where he carried three Panthers before
going down at the eight.

“A lot of it was on me. I was playing nervous
and not seeing my reads, but then the coach talked
to me and my line talked to me and we got things
going,” Williams said.

The Hounds got on the board first when Xander
Wellman hit a 28-yard field goal after a Hounds

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

The Hounds’ Tate Johnson gets a little bump
before the ball arrives in the 3rd quarter of the

drive stalled on 4th and 7 at the 13. Fort Madison eHounds’ win Friday night. Johnson had 64

got the ball at the Panther 15 after Brock Calif was
headed for the endzone but was bumped out at the
15.

On Knoxville’s next possession on 3rd and 11,
Kieren Nichols tossed a screen pass to Tristin
DeJong to the left, but Tate Johnson’s hit knocked
the ball loose and Keaton Poe recovered to give the
Hounds the ball again at the Panthers 15.

Senior Calem Maclearn got the call on four
straight plays and bulled in from the one for a 10-0
Fort Madison lead.

The Panthers would then go 74 yards on 16 plays
mixing in running backs on a power wing for-

yards and a touchdown receiving in the win.

mation that had the Bloodhounds on their heels.
Senior Keegan Cox would hold the ball out over

the goal line on a sweep right at the pylon for the
score to make it 10-7.

Brock Calift would fumble the kickoft trying to
track it down on the Hound sideline as the Pan-
thers tried to play keep away from the senior, who
has three kick off returns for touchdowns this year.

The Panthers would take over at Fort Madison’s
35, but would fumble on their first snap and the
Hounds would recover to reset things.

WE KNOW MEDICARE

We have helped thousands find the best plan for
the drugs they take, so give us a call = we take
care of it all no matter what pharmacy you use.

(319) 372-2300 or 1-800-794-2330

2404 Avenue L, Ft. Madison, 1A 52627 | Weekdays - 8-8; Sat. - 8:30-6; Sun. 10-2
www.RashidDrug.com

Both teams would punt on the next two posses-
sions, but Fort Madison would take over 1st and 10
at their own 40 and Williams went to work off the
read. On 3rd and 6 the junior would slip off the left
side behind the line for eight yards and a 1st down.

After a corner route toss to the endzone was just
out of reach of Cole Thornton, Williams reeled off
17 yards carrying several Panthers on his back. and
then found Califf open on the next play in the left
side of the endzone from five yards out.

The Panthers ran two plays after taking the kick
off at the 12. But on 1Ist and 10 from their own 35
with just six seconds left in the half, Nichols found
Mike Hudson alone down the middle. Hudson
rambled for 65 yards to the endzone, but the play
was called back on a holding penalty and the half
expired.

“We weren't us in the first half and I'm going to
take the blame for that. We were too keyed up and
were doing some things we haven’'t done,” Head
Coach Derek Doherty said. “But that was great test
for us in adversity.”

Coming out of the locker room up 17-7, Fort
Madison would hold Knoxville to four and outs
the rest of the game.

After softening up the Panthers with Maclearn
and Williams in the running game, Williams
found Tate Johnson down the left side on a 36-yard
touchdown with just under five minutes left in the
3rd to push the lead to 24-7 with Wellman’s PAT.

The two have hooked up for seven touchdowns
this year. Johnson said the pairs history is proving
dividends this year.

“Me and Landes have been playing together

since first grade or so and that connection’s always 9

there,” Johnson said.

Williams and Maclearn would score the Blood-
hounds next two TDs on the ground, and Calift
would score from a yard out late in the 4th quarter
to set the final.

Williams said he’s proud to be part of the schools
first playoff win in 31 years, and he’s looking for-
ward to next week’s game.

“This is a good thing to be a part of. The guys
last year built the foundation for us and we're just
expanding on that,” he said.

“Grinnell has a good running back and we have
to try and shut that game down and let our offense
do the rest”

Doherty said the Hounds made some adjust-
ments at halftime, but the team also made a com-
mitment to each other.

“We went in at halftime and we just pledged to
each other that we're done trying to force things,
and were done complaining, and doing the things
we haven't done all year. We just needed to get
back to back to being us.”

Johnson led the receiving corps with 64 yards
and the score. Larson had 53 yards on four catch-
es. Maclearn had 50 yards on 11 carries and two
scores.

Johnson and Poe each had 6.5 tackles. Tanner
Settles had six including a tackle for a loss. Jakob
McGowan had six tackles including two for losses.
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LYLE E. ACKER

Lyle E. Acker, 90 of Quincy, IL formerly of Keokuk, IA died Tuesday, October 13, 2020 at Blessing
Hospital in Quincy, IL.

He was born March 10, 1930 in Rushville, IL the son of Homer and Cressa Acker. His parents passed
away at a young age, and he was raised by his sister and her husband, Doris and Alec
Yuskis.

Lyle was a veteran of the United States Marine Corp and proudly served his country
during the Korean War.

On May 10, 1968 he was united in marriage to Eunice Varner. She preceded him in
death on June 1, 2016.

Lyle had been employed by Keokuk Steel Castings for thirty-six years, until his
retirement. He later worked for Ewart's Wood Shop, which he thought of as family.
Lyle was a member of the Masonic Lodge. He had a strong faith of God and was an active member of
Anchor of Hope Fellowship in Keokuk, while living there. He had served as treasurer of the church for
many years.

Lyle was an avid St. Louis Cardinal fan. He loved his family and everyone he
knew. He never met a stranger and was always an encouragement to everyone
he met.

He is survived by his children, James Acker (special friend, Veronica Hewitt)
of West Virginia, David (Judy) Harrison of Palm Coast, FL, Arlene (Tim) Cow-
man of Quincy, IL, Ron Harrison of Tulsa, OK and Karen Harrison of Macomb,
IL. Heis also survived by ten grandchildren, Timm (Dan) Harrison, Kristal (Tim) Daniels, Lyle Martin,
Dana Tipton, Brandon (Erin) Harrison, Jenna Harrison, Matthew Williams, Travis Williams, Sarah Acker
and Jeremiah Acker, numerous great-grandchildren, three great-great-grandchildren, and several nieces
and nephews.

He was also preceded in death by one daughter, Dianne Rohrough, one son, Gary Harrison, his parents
and eight brothers and sisters.

A funeral service will be held at 1:30 p.m., Friday, at the Vigen Memorial Home in Keokuk, IA with
Ron Harrison officiating. The service will be live streamed on the Vigen Memorial Home Facebook page
Burial with military rites will be in the Keokuk National Cemetery.

A public Masonic memorial service will be held at 12 noon on Friday at the funeral home. Following
the Masonic service, visitation will be held from 12:30 - 1:30 p.m., at the funeral home with family meet-
ing with friends at that time.

Masks will be required for the visitation and the funeral and social distancing will be in effect. Me-
morials may be made to the American Legion Post #41. Online condolences may be sent to the family at

ww.vigenmemorialhome.com.

HAZEL L. HAWES

Hazel L. Hawes, 93, of Argyle, lowa passed away at 12:15 PM. Saturday October 17, 2020 at her home.

Born November 15, 1926 at Fort Madison, lowa the daughter of John and Mae (Wilt) Bostwick. On
November 18, 1945 at Fort Madison, Towa she married E.L. “Nip” Hawes. He preceded her in death on
November 29, 2012.

Survivors include two daughters: Carolyn (Harold) Pundt of Keokuk and Darla (Chris)
Fowler of Argyle. Two sons: Larry (Mary) Hawes of Argyle and Scott (Joyce) Hawes of
Montrose. Seventeen grandchildren, twenty-eight great grandchildren and thirteen great-
great grandchildren. Also surviving is her sister Jeanne Kisor of Keokuk and sisters - law:
Alice Hawes of Keokuk and Mary Bostwick of Numa, Iowa and many nieces, nephews and
cousins.

She was preceded in death by her parents, husband, one brother and two sisters.

Hazel was the Salutatorian of the Argyle Class of 1944. She worked as a beautician for 32 years. She
retired in 1992 from the Argyle Post Office. Hazel was a member of the Argyle Presbyterian Church.

Funeral services will be held at 11:00 A.M. Wednesday October 21, 2020 at the Argyle Presbyterian
Church with Pastor Shelby Whitney officiating. Burial will be in Argyle Memorial Gardens near Argyle,
lowa.

The family will meet with friends Wednesday from 10:00 A.M. until the time of the service at the church.
Those attending are encouraged to wear masks and adhere to social distancing requirements.

Memorials may be made to the Argyle Presbyterian Church or the Argyle Memorial Gardens and can be
mailed to the Schmitz Funeral Home P.O. Box 56 Donnellson, Iowa 52656.The Schmitz Funeral Home of
Donnellson is assisting the family with arrangements. Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.
schmitzfuneralhomes.com.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
Lee County Board of
Supervisors Meeting

Tue, Oct 20, 2020
9:00 AM - 11:00 AM

(CDT)
AGENDA

Please join my meeting
from your computer, tablet
or smartphone.

https://global.gotomeet-
ing.com/join/440890013

You can also dial in
using your phone.

United States:

+1 (872) 240-3412

Access Code:

440-890-013

New to GoToMeeting?
Get the app now and
be ready when your first
meeting starts:

https://global.gotomeet-
ing.com/install/440890013

If you would like to pose
a question to the Board,
please use the Chat
feature and wait for the
Chairman to address you.
If you are participating by
phone, please wait until
everyone is done speak-
ing before addressing the
Board. Please keep your
microphone muted to
cut down on background
noise. If you are partic-
ipating by phone, press
#6, this will mute your
phone.

Pledge of Allegiance

Approve Agenda

9:01 a.m. Public
Hearing for Approval of
Shooting Range at 2958
County Road 103

Consider Approval of
Resolution Approving
Shooting Range at 2958
County Road 103 9:06
a.m. Public Hearing for
Approval to Vacate Por-
tion of Lost Creek Road in
Green Bay Township

Consider Approval of
Resolution Vacating Por-
tion of Lost Creek Road in
Green Bay Township

9:11 a.m. Public Hear-
ing for Approval to Vacate
Mooar Alley in Jackson
Township

Consider Approval
of Resolution Vacating
Portion ofMooar Alley in
Jackson Township Public
Input

Consider Approval of
Authorizing Loan Agree-
ment and Providing for
Issuance of General
Obligation Corporate Pur-
pose Bond and Providing
For Levy of Taxes to Pay
Same

Consider Approval of
October 13, 2020 Board
Minutes

Consider Approval of
Claims

Consider Approval of
Resolutions (2) Removing
Mobile Homes from Tax
System

Consider Approval of
Tax Abatement Resolu-
tions (2)

Consider Approval of
Class B Native Wine Per-
mit for Hinterland Dairy,
Donnellson Personnel
Actions:

A. Step Increase-Health
Department

B. New Hire-Sheriffs
Office

Reports:

A. Auditor’s Report of
Fees Collected

Commission or Com-
mittee Reports

Adjourn

Workshop to Follow

PUBLIC MEETING
CITIZENS WELCOME

Vision and hearing

assistance available
upon request

Contact Title VI
Administrator
319-372-3705 County
Website:
www.leecounty.org

PUBLIC NOTICE
PROCEEDINGS
OF THE
REGULAR MEETING
OF THE
WEST POINT
CITY COUNCIL
WEST POINT, IOWA
52656
OCTOBER 12, 2020

Mayor Paul Walk-
er called the properly
noticed regular meeting
of the City Council of
the City of West Point
to order in the Confer-
ence Room of the Public
Library, 317 Fifth Street,
West Point, lowa 52656
on October 12, 2020 at
6:30 p.m. In addition to
Mayor Walker, the fol-
lowing indicated Council
Members were present:
Joe Loving; Brian Mei-
erotto; Will Stuekerjuer-
gen; and, Dan Waters.
Absent: Bruce Wellman.
Tentative agenda was
approved by consensus.
Upon invitation Nikki
Fraise reported Commu-
nity Club plans to rent
displays for winter won-
derland and a Wine Walk
will be held on December
4, 2020. Upon invitation
Marian Neuweg and Mike
Schierbrock addressed
the Council regarding
the recent meeting held
to discuss a memorial
bench to be placed in
City Square Park and

LEE

CHD

Dental Hygienist

Lee County Health Department is seeking a full-time lowa
Licensed Dental Hygienist for oral health programs
including I-Smile™. Applicant must be an lowa licensed
dental hygienist with at least one year of clinical
experience. Responsibilities will include providing and
documenting basic preventive oral health services for
children, pregnant women, at-risk adults, and older
lowans. Some travel to multi-county service areas. If
interested, please send resume to Rachael Patter-
son-Rahn, Oral Health Program Manager, at LCHD, PO
Box 1426, #3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison, IA 52627
or email rprahn@leecountyhd.org by October 31, 2020.
LCHD is an equal opportunity employer.

(-Snilewp

lowa Department of Public Health
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PUBLIC NOTICES

on motion approved the
requested placement.
The Public Works De-
partment report was
reviewed. Upon invitation
Police Chief Brad Rob-
erts presented the Police
Department report. Mayor
reported on the following:
Beggars Night will be held
on October 31, 2020 from
5 p.m. to 7 p.m.; Elections
will be held on Novem-
ber 3, 2020; expressed
appreciation to IARBGAR
committee; and, staff

for organizing city-wide
sales to be successful
events. Mayor reported
meeting date and time

for meetings of the up-
coming Municipal Utility
Board; Library Board;
and, next regular Council
Meeting of November

9, 2020. Dennis McGre-
gor presented the City
Administrator’s report. On
motion approved urban
revitalization tax exemp-
tion for Ron & Caryl Abolt
at 602 lowa Joe Street.
On motion approved
Resolution No. 799-20
requesting reimbursement
from government relief
fund. On motion minutes
of prior regular Council

eMeeting of September

14, 2020 were approved
as presented. On motion
Treasurer’s Report for
September 2020 was ap-
proved as presented. On
motion warrants payable
for October 2020 were
approved as present-

ed. On motion meeting
adjourned at 7:20 p.m.,
October 12, 2020.

EXPENDITURES FOR
SEPTEMBER 2020

Altorfer, repair......... 99.88
Andy’s Service Center,

Delta Dental, premiums

Dennis McGregor, reimb
.................................. 8.00
Diane Smith, mileage/

la DNR, permit fee..85.00
Jet Gas, fuel ......... 606.50
Kirk Wellman, reimb

Lee Co Secondary
Roads, snow removal
............................ 2951.26
LJ Neuweg Rental, fees

plies....cccccevvinnnnnn. 102.96

Raygun, book ......... 23.50
RICOH, copier...... 215.56
Simmering-Cory, codifica-
tion ..., 2200.00

plies....cccccevvinnnnnn. 206.01

Trophy Outlet, engraving
.................................. 8.30
U S Cellular, telephone

UPS, charges ......... 14.84
Verizon, data plans

................................ 40.01
Wellmark BC/BS, premi-
UMS..oiiiiiiiiieeeeees 2726.89
West Point Lumber, sup-
plies....ccccceevriinnnn. 114.29
West Point Prof Group,
lease....ccccceeeevennes 685.00

West Point Utilities, utili-

ties oo 2034.54
Wex Bank, fuel .....317.42
Windstream, telephone

RECAPITULATION

Fund: Prev Bal, Repts,
Dsbd, Cur Bal: General:
321618.13, 30538.60,
25843.70, 326313.03;
Grants: 500.00, 545.26,
---, 1045.26; Capital
Equip: 4127.06, -,

---, 4127.06; Lib Coun-
ty: 8239.35, 1467.12,
563.51, 9142.96; Lib
Mem: 18955.82, 358.85,
314.73, 18999.94; Road
Use: 8848.03, 13718.84,
10321.54, 12245.33; Lo-
cal Option: ---, 8933.23,
8933.23, ---; Sewer
Lagoon: (5000.00), ---,
---, (6000.00); Sewer:
14716.00, 20773.10,
15922.78, 19566.32;
Sewer Sinking: 28824.78,
9608.26, ----, 38433.04;
Landfill: 259.53, ---, ---,
259.53

/s/ Paul Walker, Mayor
Attest: Diane E. Smith,
City Clerk

HELP

WANTED

We’re Not Southeast Iowa’s
Favorite Dental Office
Without Our Great Team

APPLY TODAY
TO JOIN US!

Pothitakis Dentistry current-
ly has a position available for
a Full-Time Dental Assistant.

Complete an application at
or mail your resume to
1223 S. Gear Avenue,

Eastman Plaza, Suite 302

West Burlington, IA 52655

or email burldental @ gmail.com
EOE

HELP WANTED

Click here to

place your ad
online 24/7

2136 Green Bay Rd
Wever, IA 52658
319-372-7852

NOW HIRING!

SEASONAL
LABORERS
& OFFICE HELP

Possibly turning into
FT or PT with Benefits

Heartland Co-Op is an
Equal Opportunity Employ-
er (EOE-AA) committed
to advancing diversity in
the workplace. Post of-
fer pre-employment drug
screen, job physical, &
physical capacity profile
required.

FOR JOB INFO
& TO APPLY VISIT:
heartlandcoop.submit-
4jobs.com
Select Southeast lowa,
Region 3

ASSISTANT
IT ADMINISTRATOR

Lee County government has
an opening in the IT/GIS De-
partment for an Assistant In-
formation Technology Admin-
istrator. Job functions include
network, computer hardware
and software, telephone sys-
tems, and Microsoft, IBM and
third-party software support
and troubleshooting.

Degree in computer science
or related field or combina-
tion of related experience
and education required.

Salary based on qualifica-
tions and experience. Excel-
lent benefits package.

See LeeCounty.org website
for employment application
and job description. Submit
application and resume to

Lee County IT Department
Attn: L.Schmitt
933 Avenue H
Fort Madison, IA 52627
or email to
Ischmitt@leecounty.org

Deadline to apply is 4:00 pm
on Friday, October 30, 2020.

Lee County is an Equal
Opportunity Employer

Subscribe to
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

employer.

Dental Assistant

Lee County Health Department is seeking a contracted
Dental Assistant, up to 40 hours per week, to provide
chairside assistance to hygienists working within the
agency’s school-based dental sealant program in a
multi-county service area. The position also includes
office hours to help with follow up calls, care coordination,
and data entry for all agency dental programs. Applicant
must be an lowa licensed dental assistant with at least
one year of clinical experience. If interested, please send
resume to Rachael Patterson-Rahn, Oral Health Program
Manager, at LCHD, PO Box 1426, #3 John Bennett Drive,
Fort Madison, IA 52627 or email rprahn@leecountyhd.org
by October 31, 2020. LCHD is an equal opportunity

-S

mile ym

lowa Department of Public Health

IT/IGIS SYSTEMS
ADMINISTRATOR

Lee County government has
an opening in the IT/GIS De-
partment for an Information
Technology / Geographic
Information Systems Admin-
istrator.

Job functions include coor-
dination and monitoring all
IT functions, network, tele-
phone systems, computer
hardware, software and ca-
bling, planning, developing
and controlling the IT / GIS
department, and mainte-
nance & growth of the Geo-
graphic Information System.

Degree in GIS, comput-
er science or related field
or combination of related
experience and education
required. Knowledge and
experience with Microsoft
server and desktop software,
IBM iSeries and ArcGIS soft-
ware preferred.

Salary based on qualifica-
tions and experience. Excel-
lent benefits package.

See LeeCounty.org website
for employment application
and job description. Submit
application and resume to

Lee County IT Department
Attn: L.Schmitt
933 Avenue H
Fort Madison, IA 52627
or email to
Ischmitt@leecounty.org

Deadline to apply is 4:00 pm
on Friday, October 23, 2020.

Lee County is an Equal
Opportunity Employer

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Chateau Apartments Extra
Clean & Quiet
Apartments for Rent

Extra clean & quiet with free

YMCA membership

included.

2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-

washer,

built-in  microwave.

Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300.
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large
backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required.
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty

Co.

Beautiful Studio

Apartment
A perfect space if you love

a river view and enjoy nice
things. This upstairs apart-
ment is located in downtown
Fort Madison. All utilities

as well as washer/dryer are
included. Off-street parking,
shared courtyard, and secu-
rity cameras are just a few
benefits. $850 per month.

319.371.7753

>
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Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

1903 West Point Rd

Pinterest

West Point, 1A 52656
ings.com

.
Facebook

\utomotive

* Major/Minor Engine Repair
e Tune-Up

e Transmission Repair
* Alignments
¢ Coolant/Transmission Flush

3136 Avenue M

Ft. Madison, IA
Junior Stewart, Owner

(319) 371-4509

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

1728 Main Office: 319-524-2334
Keokuk, IA 52632 Fax: 319-524-2373

os]
G g
¢=D §-gu_ Posters -Art
3 g 3 Flyers S_Upp_lles
0 Printing
g Office
@ Vinyl Banners Furniture
Trifold Brochures
621 Avenue G 319.3712.27121
Fort Madison, IA doddprinting.com
ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON

& THE SURROUNDING ARERS!

YOUR
AD
HERE

Call Lee
(319) 371.4125

Fort Madison ¢ Burlington * Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

(319) 316-6016

Now Open Monday through Friday

1001 Avenue H, Suite 2 * Fort Madison
www.ClearViewVision.com

How can chiropractic therapy help you?
BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC

* Improved joint mobility, function, and health

* Decreased degeneration of joints and connective
tissues

* Improved circulation

* Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep

* and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison * 319-372-3800
http.//brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

It’s possible to achieve the
retirement of your dreams.

Prepare now, so that when the time comes, you can
enjoy retirement on your own terms.

Schedule a SuperCheck® so
we can discuss your world
and your future today.

Larry Holtkamp

1301 37th St

Fort Madison

(319) 372-9145

LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

/B FARM BUREAU
. FINANCIAL SERVICES

Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Business | Farm & Ranch

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,” Wester Agricultural
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services LI176 (6-17)

>

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger

An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

THeln CRRWA Keep Your Gommunity Hazard-Fres!

Household Hazardous
Waste Unit is open
Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370

Call for an appointment

Ft Madison Main Office:  Keokuk Transfer Station:
2092 303rd Ave 111 Carbide Lane
Fort Madison, 1A Keokuk, IA
1-319-372-6140 1310-524.6175

Visit Us Online!  www.grrwa.com  facebookcom/grwa

General Insects Mice
Termites Bed Bugs
(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378
Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
Residential “Cause who

wwww.cullenpest.com
Commercial

needs bugs?”

Never Shiver, Don't Sweat.

Just call

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service « Never An Overtime Charge
FREE Estimates « Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com



http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Optometrist/Clear-View-Vision-Center-101158518365592/
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://www.GriffinMuffler.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/

8 - Pen City Current - Monday, October 19, 2020

From the Front

Great River Regional
Waste Authority
urges you
to wear gloves
when moving bins
or residential trash pick-up.
Workers can touch
over 2000 bins a day
before even touching yours.
Don’t forget to wash your hands
after bringing in your bin!

for your
community

WWW.GRRWA.COM

Five throw names in
for council vacancies

VACANCIES - Continued from Page 1

Others that have informed the Pen City Current of their intention to run include
Donna Amandus, Mike Chapman, and Brian Peterschmidt for 3rd Ward, and Tom
Schulz for 2nd Ward. Amandus is on record as saying voters should decide who fills
the vacancies. The 3rd Ward seat was vacated by Tyler Miller who resigned Oct. 6.

Mohrfeld said Friday that he wanted to put the agenda item in front of the council
to help clean up the process.

“That’s not up to me. It’s up to the council. And that conversation will be had in the
meeting (Tuesday).

Mohrfeld said he did call Hamelton who told him he was going to do everything
he could to get the seats in front of voters. But Mohrfeld said the current petition
Hamelton turned in was insufficient.

“Two things - it wasn't the required amount of signatures and he didn’t turn it in
at the right time,” Mohrfeld said.

“But that’s semantics. He made his intentions clear, and putting it on the agenda
gives us a chance to accelerate that process.”

State code would also allow the council to appoint someone to fill the positions
until the special election results had been certified. Mohrfeld said the decision to
either make those appointments or just continue with a five-person council, is also
part of the discussion Tuesday.

The Council, when full, is comprised of seven members, so five would still give the
council a quorum and majority vote on issues if four of the five are present in the
interim.

Possible runoff(s)?

The other wrinkle is Fort Madison City Code at Title 1, Section 17-4 (A) requires a
run-off if none of the candidates for the office obtain 50% plus 1 of all votes cast for
the seat.

As an example, if 400 people vote in the special election in the 2nd Ward, at least
one candidate would have to get a minimum of 201 votes, otherwise a run-off would
take place for the two candidates with the most votes. That run-off would be set four
weeks following the special election.

That happened in 2013 when Rusty Andrews beat Neal Boeding in a run-off elec-
tion, despite Boeding beating Andrews by 142 votes in the general election. Boed-
ings 786 votes in the general election fell 22 votes shy of the majority threshold of
50%+1, so the race went to a run-off and Andrews won.

In other action:

Also on Tuesday’s agenda are three change orders to current projects underway
including the Hwy. 61 restoration project, the Santa Fe Depot Passenger Platform,
and the new parking lot behind City Hall.

Change orders on the parking lot have increased the price of the project from
$429,533 to $520,672. The work on the rail passenger platform was originally award-
ed to Iowa Bridge and Culvert for $2,704,811 and the change order, combined with
previous change orders, will raise that price to $2,721,749.

The Hwy. 61 change order increases the cost of the 2nd to 6th street portion
$89,951, creating a new total contract of $2,665,206 when combined with other
previous change orders. The original bid approved with Jones Construction was for
$2,388,777.

In other action, the council will also hold a discussion about possibly prohibiting
parking on the south side of Avenue E from 2nd to 26th Street.

Half marathon at Empty Nest
on Election Day

SWARM - Continued from Page 3

ber 3, which, of course, is also election day. To celebrate recovery and the election,
Ginnie and I are hosting a half-marathon (13.1 miles) here at our house. The Emp-
ty Nest Farm has a circular driveway that is 1/8 mile around. To try it out, I jogged
10 miles on it—no, not counting laps—but using GPS. What a blast!

So, starting at 8:00 a.m., Tuesday, November 3, anyone who wants to help me run
(or walk) the half-marathon is welcome to join. We have bathrooms and showers
here at the house, and Ginnie will be serving brunch. The menu includes ham slid-
ers (to die for), egg casserole, fruit, juice, coffee, an electrolyte drink and whatever
anyone else wants to bring (like Lori’s Scotcheroos!). Our address is 2471 Marsh
Ave., Mt. Pleasant 52641. We're right on Hwy 34, two miles east of Mt. Pleasant.
Look for the “Empty Nest Art” sign and the blue metal roof on our house and barn.
You can’t miss us.

I'm having tee-shirts printed: “Vote for Health, Election Day Half Marathon,
Help Curt celebrate 31 years of sobriety. Sobriety is healthy and so is voting!” I
guarantee you these tee-shirts will be collectors’ items. For the health of it!

BTW: My jogging pace is akin to some peoples” walking pace. Just come out and
have fun! A half-marathon right here. It’s like, “taking a trip and never leaving the
farm!”

Have a good story? Call or text Curt Swarm in Mt. Pleasant at 319-217-0526,
email him at curtswarm@yahoo.com or visit his website at www.empty-nest-words-
photos-and-frames.com
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Click here to register

Wednesday, October 21st
10:00 am—2:00 pm

Baxter Sports Complex Parking lot
909 48th St, Fort Madison, |IA 52627

job Drive-Thru this job fair to pick up a packet
of information about jobs hiring now &

See kers local resources in our community!

Register to participate here or contact Dana at
Employers naseasmmmmms
dmillard@leecountyedg.com or Deb at

VBTGB EESS debra.fox@iwd.iowa.gov for additional details.
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