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Gooking camp at Test Kitchen

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

Maddie Johnston and he sister Mia, both of Bloomington, lll., work on a protein dish at Elliott Test Kitchen
on Thursday afternoon. The two traveled in for the 3-day camp that started Tuesday with students cre-
ating a secret seasoning blend for the dish. The second day was a baking camp and the final day was a
protein camp. Test Kitchen owner and founder Kumar Wickramasingha had planned for 16 for the event,
but ended up holding camp for 25 students.

100th year a good time to revisit Fiesta

Plans underway for
recharged Mexican

Fiesta after pandemic
cancelled 2020

amie Mesecher, a descendant
of the storied Prado family, wants a
red, white, and green tin roof on top
of the pavilion at 34th and Avenue
Q.

It’s part of a greater vision for Fort
Madison’s Mexican Fiesta as it rolls
over the century mark in 2021.

I sat down Thursday evening and
spoke with Jamie, Dawn Eid, and
Stacy Taylor, all deeply entrenched
in the history and tradition of the

Fiesta.

This festival probably started as a
party between a couple families as
a vision of hope for Independence
from Spain. What that initial “block
party” looked like is still anybody’s
guess.

But the first thing Jamie wants
everyone to know for sure is that
the Fiesta will go on this year and
everyone is welcome.

“This isn’t just a festival for lati-
nos. It’s the Fort Madison Mexican

Fiesta,” James said. ‘And I think it’s
the oldest fiesta in Iowa”

Mesecher is a descendant of the
Prado family. The Prados have
owned the property where the beer
garden pavilion now sits. 50 years
ago it used to be a bar owned by
Mesecher’s grandfather. The stories
of girls competing to be princesses
and queens permeate memories of
fiestas gone by.

The group said they are currently
looking for candidates for the queen
and princesses.

Last year the event was sidelined
by the pandemic and the year before
it almost didn’t get held because of
financial constraints. Mesecher said
some information got out about the

See FIESTA, page 8

EMPTY
NEST

By Curt Swarm

Strange
summer

I couldn’t believe it. I'd been watching
some young “punkins” growing on the vine
in our garden. They started out as a bloom,
and then matured into tiny pumpkins. I
was looking forward to an orange, happy
fall.

Then one morning I checked on the baby
pumpkins, and they had fallen off the vine.
What in tarnation?

I moved to the cucumber vines and
picked a couple of succulent “cukes” One
however had molded right on the vine. I've 9
never seen this before—a live, growing fruit
that molded while still attached to the vine.
Same thing with a couple of peppers. What
is going on?

It must be the wet July we're having.
Things are so wet they are molding and
rotting on the vine.

Another thing I have never seen: our rain
gauge, that holds five inches of water, over-
flowed—not only once, but twice in about a
three-week period. Other parts of the state,
like NW Iowa, are suffering from drought.
And we here in SE Iowa are water logged.
In July, 'm more accustomed to lawns burn-
ing up and the ground cracking, not pooling
water. Some farmers haven't even gotten
their crops in. The Western United States is
burning up, literally. Lake Mead is the low-
est it’s ever been and Los Angeles County
is rationing water. Smoke from California
can be seen in New York City! Europe and
China are having devastating floods that are
killing people.

There’s no denying that global cli-
mate change is taking place, which really
shouldn’t surprise anyone. Temperatures
and climate world wide have constant-
ly changed, from the beginning of time.
Remember the Ice Age that we were taught
about in science class? Don’t we find fos-
silized fish in what is now desert? Weather
patterns are constantly changing. What is
surprising is that we expect the world to be

See CLIMATE, page 5
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For the Record

For the Record

Fort Madison

Police Report
07/19/21 - 7:29 a.m.
— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report of
vandalism in the 2300
block of Avenue L.
07/19/20 - 8:07 a.m. -
Fort Madison Police cited
Fernando Moreno Raldris,
Jr., 51, of Fort Madison,
in the 1000 block of 27th
Street, on a charge of
driving under suspension.
07/19/21 - 1:51 p.m.
— Fort Madison Police
responded to a property
damage accident in the
600 block of Avenue H.
07/19/21 - 3:30 p.m. -
Fort Madison Police ar-
rested Jalen Keith Kutcher,
20, of Fort Madison, in the
600 block of 6th Street,
on charges of domestic
abuse simple assault,
possession of marijuana,
and possession of drug
paraphernalia. He was
taken to Lee County Jail.
07/20/21 - 10 a.m. — Fort
Madison Police arrest-
ed Heather Ann Pierre,
35, of Fort Madison, in
6the 1200 block of 37th
Street, on a charge of

driving while barred. She
was taken to Lee Coun-
ty Jail and released on

a promise to appear.
07/20/21 - 1:15 p.m.

— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report

of a larceny/theft at

the police station.
07/20/21 - 2:12 p.m.

— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report

of a larceny/theft in the
5000 block of Avenue O.
07/20/21 — 4:14 p.m.

— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report of
vandalism in the 2300
block of Avenue H.
07/20/21 - 5:28 p.m.

— Fort Madison Police
arrested Arnold Leo Sholl,
Jr., 59, of Fort Madison in
the 3000 block of Ave-
nue O, on a warrant for
voluntary absence from
custody. He was taken

to Lee County Jail.
07/21/21 - 9:04 a.m.

— Fort Madison Police
arrested Casey Joe Wolf,
40, of Fort Madison, in
the 1300 block of Avenue
G, on charges of pos-
session of a controlled
substance, unlawful
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possession of prescrip-
tion drugs, possession

of drug paraphernalia,
3rd-degree burglary, and
3rd-degree theft. He was
taken to Lee County Jail.
07/21/21 - 1:39 p.m.

— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report

of a larceny/theft in the
1100 block of Avenue E.
07/21/21 - 7:40 p.m.

— Fort Madison Police
arrested Erica Ann Bou-
dreau, 31, of Fort Madison
on a warrants for proba-
tion violation and absence
from custody. She was
taken to Lee County Jail.
7122121 -8:11 a.m. -

Fort Madison Police
responded to a report

of a larceny/theft in the
2200 block of Avenue L.
07/22/21 - 2:07 p.m.

— Fort Madison Police
arrested Ambrosia Maxine
Fleming, 41, of Fort Mad-
ison, in the 1000 block of
Avenue F, on a charge of
domestic abuse assault
with bodily injury. She was
taken to Lee County Jail.
07/22/21 - 3:19 p.m.

— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report of

a burglary in the 5400
block of Avenue O.
07/22/21 — 3:35 p.m.

— Fort Madison Police
arrested Lindsay Nicole
Cleesen, 43, at the Lee
County Jail, on three
counts of forgery. She
was held in custody.
07/22/21 - 9:26 p.m.

— Fort Madison Police
arrested a 16-year-old
male juvenile at the police
station on a charge of
serious assault. He was
released to a parent.
07/22/21 - 10:56 p.m.
— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report
of a larceny/theft in the
3000 block of Avenue J.

Lee County

Sheriff’'s Report
07/19/21 - 1:00 p.m. —
Lee County Sheriff's dep-
uties arrested Simarius
Dayana Jefferson, 24, of
Fort Madison, at the Lee
County Jail, on warrants
for 1st-degree theft, elud-
ing with injury, violation of
probation and assault with
injury to a law enforce-
ment officer. He was
taken to Lee County Jail.

Make Your Move
to Fullenkamp Insurance

today!

We have a long track record with the companies

we represent, including:

* Nationwide —58 years
*IMT Insurance — 47 years

* Progressive — 37 years

* United Fire Group — 37 years

* Continental Western Group — 37 years
* Auto Owners Insurance — 16 years

Serving Southeast Iowa, Northeast Missouri,
& West-Central Illinois for 58 years

307 5th Street West Point | 319-837-6178 or 800-292-2208 | www.fullenkampins.com
Open Monday through Friday 7:30 - 5:00 & Saturday 8:30 - 11 or by appointment

07/20/21 - 8:17 a.m.

— Lee County Sheriff's
deputies cited Molly Sue
Prehm Van Brocklin, 26, of
Montrose, at the sheriff’'s
office on a judgment entry.
07/20/21 -2 p.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Trevor Weston
Joseph Mills, 37, of Ke-
okuk, at the sheriff’s office
on a warrants for 1st-de-
gree burglary, violation

of probation, failure to
appear, 3rd-degree crim-
inal mischief, and assault
with bodily injury. He was
taken to Lee County Jail.
07/21/21 - 9:42 a.m.

- Lee County Sheriff's
deputies arrested Clin-
ton Daniel Foster, 70, of
Burlington, at the sheriff's
office on a judgment

hold. He was taken

to Lee County Jail.
07/21/21 — 12:46 p.m. —
Lee County Sheriff's dep-
uties arrested Zachariah
Justice Raines, 20, of Fort
Madison, at the sheriff’s
office on a warrant for
failure to appearh. He was
taken to Lee County Jail
and released on bond.
07/21/121 - 4:23 p.m. -

Lee County Sheriff's dep-
uties arrested Robert Lee
Dunn, 32, of Fort Madi-
son, in the 1600 block of
Avenue E, on a warrant
for failure to appear. He
was taken to Lee County
Jail and released on bond.
07/21/21 - 5:22 p.m.

— Lee County Sheriff's
deputies cited Joshua
Adam Bowen, 41, of
Wever, in the 1500 block
of Avenue E, on a charge
of driving while barred.
07/22/21 - 9:30 a.m.

— Lee County Sheriff's
deputies arrested Charles
DeWayne Henry, 50, of
Keokuk, at the sheriff's
office on a warrant for vol-
untary absence from cus-
tody and a judgment hold.
07/22/21 - 12:55 p.m. —
Lee County Sheriff's dep-
uties arrested Sierra Marie
Barta, 19, of Keokuk, at
the Hancock County Jail in
Carthage on a warrant for
3rd-degree burglary. She
was taken to Lee County
Jail and released on bond.
Those listed above

are presumed inno-

cent until proven guilty

in a court of law.
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Lee County Health Department Hospice

Your Choice for Compassionate tospice Care

in Lee, Des Moines, Henry, and Van Buren counties in lowa
& Hancock and Henderson counties in lllinois

Hospice Services include

24/7 on-call nursing staff  Skilled nursing services
Social worker visits ® Music & massage therapy
Homecare aide assistance ® \olunteer services

Spiritual & grief support

?}eothmq) comfo)etm) end-of-lite care pince 1989

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 or (800) 458-6672
Medicare Certified

www.LeeCountyHD.org
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Obituaries

OBITUARIES

OBITUARIES

JAMES E. TOOLE

James Edward “Buck” Toole, 76, of Keokuk, IA died Tuesday, July 20, 2021at the
Southeast Iowa Regional Medical Center — Ft. Madison, IA.

He was born on February 5, 1945 in Keokuk, IA the son of Lawrence E. and Mary
M. Shea Toole.

Jim graduated from Keokuk Senior High School with the class of
1964. He proudly served in the United States Navy from 1965-1968.

On June 27, 1970 he was united in marriage to

Jean Ann Goetz. She survives.

Other survivors include two sisters, Ruth Ann
Brown of St. Petersburg, FL and Mary Ellen
“Meme” Schrag (Dwight) of Bellevue, WA, broth-

TOOLE

er-in-law, Alan Goetz of Indian Rock, FL sisters-in-law, Mary

Jo Smith (Jack), Sarah Kraus both of Keokuk, Julie Goetz-Ross (Bruce) of Roches-
ter, MN, Peggy Frey (Scott) and Susan Hanan both of Keokuk. He is also survived
by many nieces and nephews and great-nieces and great-nephews and a cousin, Sis
Rockhold.

He was preceded in death by his parents, grandparents, Henry and Florence Shea,
mother and father-in-law, Jean and Bill Goetz, aunt and uncle, Jim and Dorothy
Shea, brothers-in-law, Jack Brown, Bill Goetz, Greg Kraus and Jeff Hanan and sister-
in-law, Marilyn Goetz.

Jim was a member of All Saints Catholic Church and the Knights of Columbus.

He had been employed McKenzie Dredging Co., Midwest Carbide and ADM.

Jim enjoyed fishing and hunting. In past years, he enjoyed his cabin on the Mis-
sissippi River. All of his nieces and nephews enjoyed their special times at the cabin,
motel swim overnights, stories and bird calls. Jim also enjoyed yard work, motorized
vehicles, gadgets and woodworking. He was meticulous about his toys and belong-
ings.

Jim’s final act was to give the gift of life as a donor through the Iowa Donor Net-
work.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 11 a.m., Monday, at All Saints Catholic
Church in Keokuk, IA with Father Walter Helms and Father Joe Roost officiating.
Burial with military rites will be in the Keokuk National Cemetery.

Visitation will be held prior to the service on Monday, at the church with family
meeting with friends from 9:30-11 a.m.

Memorials may be made to the Keokuk Catholic Schools or to the donor’s choice.

Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.

ROBERTA L. STICE

Roberta Lynn Stice, 66, of Keokuk, IA died Monday, July 19, 2021 at the Pearl Val-
ley Rehabilitation and Healthcare Center in Muscatine, IA.

Roberta was born July 9, 1955 in Keokuk, IA to Robert Vernon and Donna Jean
Hamrick Wilson. Roberta graduated from the Keokuk High School
with the class of 1973.

She was united in marriage to Richard Stice in Keokuk on October
1, 2005. He survives.

Other survivors include one son, Brandon Wilson (Shilea) of Ham-
ilton, one daughter, Stacie Stephenson of Kahoka, MO, two brothers,
Gary Wilson of Ft. Madison, IA, and Steve Wilson (Tammy) of Indi-
ana, one sister, Patsy Holmes (John) of Omaha, NE, three step-sons,
Matthew Stice (Dollie) of Keokuk, Chad Stice (Nicki) of Quincy, IL and Randy Stice
of Keokuk, one step-daughter, Carla Waetzig of Keokuk, four grandchildren, Alyssa
Armstrong (Ty), Bryce Wilson, Austin Hardy and Trenton Hardy, a great grand-
daughter, Ember Armstrong, twelve step-grandchildren, eight step great grandchil-
dren, several nieces, nephews and cousins.

Roberta was preceded in death by her parents.

She had been employed by Eagle Summit in Keokuk for twenty-five years. She later
had been employed by Keokuk Area Hospital, where she worked for several years.

She was a member of the Family Worship Center Freedom of Christ and Calvary
Foursquare Church, both in Keokuk. Roberta loved to sing, worship and fellowship
at church.

She enjoyed cleaning her home and kept it immaculate. She had a love for pizza
and murder mystery and crime TV shows, but her one true joy in life was taking
care of her children and grandchildren.

A funeral service will be held at 11 a.m., Friday, at the Vigen Memorial Home in
Keokuk, IA with Pastor Ray Gilbert officiating. Burial will be in the Keokuk Nation-
al Cemetery.

Visitation will be held after 1 p.m., Thursday, at the funeral home with family
meeting with friends from 6-8 p.m.

Memorials may be made to the family.

Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.

STICE

OBITUARIES

DAVID K. KOECHLE

David K. Koechle, 80, of Nauvoo, Illinois passed away at 4:50 p.m. Thursday, July
22,2021 at the Southeast Iowa Regional Hospital in Fort Madison, Iowa.

He was born June 22, 1941 on the family farm near Nauvoo, the son of Harold
Dale and Oriole Claire Ort Koechle. On July 18, 1964, he married
Marcia Herbert at the Ss. Paul and Peter Catholic Church in Nauvoo,
and they recently celebrated their 57th wedding anniversary together.

David was a 1958 graduate of Nauvoo High School and member of
Ss. Peter and Paul Catholic Church in Nauvoo. He owned and oper-
ated Dave’s Red Front, was designated the King of Beers by Anheus-
er-Busch, and was instrumental in bringing the Clydesdale horses to
Nauvoo for the Grape Festival Parade. He also worked security for
Nauvoo Restoration Inc. for over 30 years and served as Nauvoo City Alderman for
four terms. He took a lot of pride in his hometown of Nauvoo.

Throughout his life, he operated Koechle Vineyards. He felt great joy working at
the farm, raising produce, and selling it to local stores and individuals. David and his
family founded Press House Winery, where his memory and legacy will live on. He
was a family man who loved his wife, children, and grandchildren and whose great-
est enjoyment was when his family descended on the farm to help with harvest.

Survivors include his wife Marcia, daughter Denise Koechle of Nauvoo, four sons:
Bryan (Monica) Koechle of Fort Madison, Kevin (Linda) Koechle of Nauvoo, Brad
(Jennifer) Koechle of Sherman Illinois, Darren (Neva) Koechle of Nauvoo, twelve
grandchildren: Justin, Olivia, Joshua, Logan, Braeden, Audra, Colin, Brittany, An-
drew, Claire, Milo, and Oliver, and one great-grandson Braxtyn. He is also survived
by several nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents Harold and Oriole, sister Norma, and
brother Eldon.

Friends may call after noon at the Schmitz - Banks & Beals Funeral Home in Nau-
voo on Monday, where family will receive friends from 4:30p.m. to 6:30p.m. There
will be a Christian wake service at 6:30 p.m.

The Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, July 27, 2021 at
Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic Church in Nauvoo with Father Tony Trosley as Cele-
brant. Burial will be held at the Sts. Peter and Paul Cemetery in Nauvoo. Memorials
may be made to Sts. Peter and Paul School.

Schmitz-Banks & Beals Funeral Home is assisting the family. To leave a tribute for
the family, please visit David’s obituary at sbbfuneralhome.com.

KOECHLE

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funer-
al homes and they run the day they are submitted in most cases.
They are also run as submitted by the funeral homes. Reposting of
obituaries due to changes can only be requested by the submitting
funeral home and will be assessed a $15 reposting fee.
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Scene Around Town/From the Front

Musk, Bezos, Branson
are the right heros at
the right time

CLIMATE- Continued from Page 1

static—for one year to be
like the next. Itisn’t.

The bigger question is are
we speeding up or acceler-
ating climate change by the
burning of fossil fuel—the
green house effect? I think
s0.

What do we do about
this? Are we polluting the
only earth we have so badly
that it will become unin-
habitable by humans in the
future? Are we brewing
in our own stew? Are we
headed to a future where
we have to wear masks
because the air quality is so
poor? Many of the lakes in
Iowa are so polluted that
it’s not safe for swimming
because of E. coli and other
pathogens.

I saw something else this
summer 've never seen
before. I was mowing (its
been continuous mow-

ing this July) and a dove

edropped out of the sky

right in front of me like it
was shot. It hit the ground,
struggled for a while,
gasping, then died. I dont
know what caused this.
The only explanation I can
think of is that there was a
lot of aerial spraying going
on all around us. Is this
the canary in the coalmine?
When birds and animals
die off, guess who's next.
After his space flight,
Jeft Bezos stated, “We can
move all heavy industry
and all polluting industry
off of earth” We should
save earth from climate
change and pollute space.
(This may be the most

important statement of

the 21st Century.) In his
high school valedictorian
speech, young Bezos stated,
the “final objective is to get
all people off the earth and
see it turned into a huge
national park”

I know I'm going to
catch a lot of heat for
saying this, and I'm not
one who takes criticism
lightly. But we need to
stop burning fossil fuels.
Now! Wind, solar, elec-
tric sources need to be
developed fast, before it’s
too late. It may already be
too late. We know of no
other inhabitable planet
in the universe or solar
system. We can't develop
space cities on the Moon
or Mars fast enough to
save anymore than a few
human beings. Because of
our poor stewardship, we
are looking at the eventual,
total, destruction or anni-
hilation of the human race.

It is through forward
thinking people like Musk,
Bezos, Branson and Gates
(all Americans, you note—
capitalism and ingenuity go
hand-in-hand) that answers
will come. Yep, they're
rich. But at least theyre
attempting to do something
about our environmental
crisis, not just talk about it.

Have a good story? Call
or text Curt Swarm in Mt.
Pleasant at 319-217-0526,
find him on Facebook, email
him at curtswarm@yahoo.
com, or visit his website at
www.empty-nest-words-
photos-and-frames.com.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Members of the Fort Madison football team exchange some sweat equity for a contribution to
the rehabilitation project at Richmond Stadium. Mayor Matt Mohrfeld, at left, said the city would
make a donation to the project if the kids put in some work helping clean up the future depot.

Past. Present. Future.

Pilot Grove Savings Bank was established on May 12,
1911 when 23 investors pooled $10,000 to meet the

banking needs of the local community. Since that day,
the Bank has continued to grow and prosper, serving
customers in Southeast lowa and the tri-state area as
well as many other locations across the country. With
customer loyalty on its side, Pilot Grove Savings Bank
has prospered throughout the years. Now, with 14

offices, more than 100 employees, over $760 million in

assets and some of the most technologically advanced
banking systems available, Pilot Grove Savings Bank's
main goal remains as it was in 1911 — to serve the

customer well.

Donnellson Fairfield Fort Madison
Houghton Keokuk Mt. Pleasant
Packwood Pilot Grove West Burlington
West Point Winfield

319-469-3951

www.PilotGroveSavingsBank.com

Now Accepting New Patients.
Pothitakis Dentistry

6 Convenient Locations to Serve You

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry

319-372-3614

Burlington Dental Associates

319-753-2515

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry West

319-372-4882

Burlington Family Dentistry

319-752-7993

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

New London Dental Care

319-367-2311

www.DriVlarkDDS.com
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Celebrations/Classifieds

Birth Announcementg

and Louise Warren of Grimsley, Tenn; and Robb and Linda

Pen City Current congratulates all the families below on the
wonderful news of additions to their families.

CHAMBERLIN

FORT MADISON - Chantel Martinez-Chamberlin and
Jeremy Chamberlin, of Fort Madison, are proud to announce
the birth of their daughter Chayde Angela Mae Chamberlin,
on June 24, 2021 at Southeast Iowa Regional Medical Center
in Fort Madison.

She is joined at home by Arius and Braelynn Chamberlin.

Grandparents are Lisa and Martin Martinez of Fort
Madison and Mediapolis; and Allen and Lani Gray of Fort
Madison.

Great-grandparents are Joan and Frank Carr of Burlington;
and Vera Gray of Charleston.

BONAR

DENMARK - Natalie and Brandon Bonar, of Denmark,
are proud to announce the birth of their son Corbin John
Bonar, on June 15, 2021 at Southeast Iowa Regional Medical
Center in Fort Madison.

Grandparents are Stuart and Sandy Welding of Fort Madi-
son; and John and DeAnne Bonar of Denmark.

Great grandparents are Alma Welding of Fort Madison;
and Robert and Virginia Bonar of Denmark.

ABBEY

DENMARK - Kelsie Doherty and Dom Abbey, of Den-
mark, are proud to announce the birth of their daughter
Indie Rose Abbey, on July 2, 2021 at Southeast Iowa Regional
Medical Center in Fort Madison.

She is joined at home by Wells Abbey and Mehki Jones.

LONDRIE

FORT MADISON - Kayla Marie Francis (Londrie), of Fort
Madison, is proud to announce the birth of her son Jaxten
Paul Londrie on July 7, 2021 at Southeast Iowa Regional
Medical Center in Fort Madison.

She is joined at home by Hailie Londrie, Bentley Francis,
and Rylond Francis.

Grandparent is Charlotte Londrie of Fort Madison.

Great-grandparents are the late Marcia Londrie of Fort
Madison; and the late Charles Warner, St, of Fort Madison.

BISHOP

BURLINGTON - Jolan and Mark Bishop, of Burlington,
are proud to announce the birth of their son John Elliott
Bishop, on July 7, 2021 at Southeast Iowa Regional Medical
Center in Fort Madison.

John is joined at home by Gloria Marie and Kathleen
Grace.

Grandparents are Alan and Jeannie Bishop of Macomb; Jim

Rosebrook of Stryker, Ohio.
GUTTING

ARGYLE - Heather Baker and Jacoby Gutting are proud to
announce the birth of their daughter Madilyn Rose Gutting
on June 21, 2021 at the Southeast lowa Regional Medical

Center in Fort Madison.

Madilyn is joined at home by Mason Gutting and Maddix

Gutting.

Grandparents are John Baker of Fort Madison; Richard and
Diane Bollin of Donnellson; Kent Gutting of Wyaconda; and

Carol Peer-Simpson of Kahoka.

STEFFENSMEIER

FORT MADISON - Lauren and Jason Steffensmeier of
Fort Madison, are proud to announce the birth of their
daughter Mia Marie Steffensmeier on July 8, 2021 at South-
east lowa Regional Medical Center in Fort Madison.

Mia is joined at home by Avery Steffensmeier and Jade

Steffensmeier

Grandparents are Adrian and Judy Steffensmeier of Fort
Madison; and Jack and Pattie Dal Santo of Mokena, Il1.

Great-grandparents are Martha Steffensmeier of West
Point; Ron and Carol Stuekerjuergen of Houghton, and Mary

Jo Egan of Western Springs, IlL.

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
MEETING NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Lee County, lowa
Board of Supervisors

The Green Bay Levee Agenda
& Drainage District will DATE: Monday,
hold a regular meeting at July 26, 2021
7:00 p.m., Thursday, July MEETING

29, 2021, at Heartland
Co-op, east of Wever.

CONVENING TIME:
9:00 A.M. -10:00 A.M.

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Chateau Apartments
Extra Clean & Quiet
2 Bedroom
Apartments for Rent

Extra clean & quiet with free YMCA membership included,
some with decks/patio. Stove, refrigerator, dishwasher, built-
in microwave. Non-smoking, no pets. Very affordable secu-
rity deposit $400. Must pass
background & credit checks (no
felonies). Large backyard with
picnic tables & glider swing in
very nice, quiet neighborhood.
Rents range from $595-$635.
Lease required. 850 sq. ft. units.
All electric. Water, sewer, trash
furnished. 650 sq. ft. units. Wa-
ter, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry rooms have
new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in all buildings).
On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-750-3115 for ap-
pointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty Co.

(CDT)
LOCATION:
933 Avenue H
Fort Madison, IA

It you would like to pose
a question to the Board,
please use the Chat
feature and wait for the
Chairman to address you.
If you are participating by
phone, please wait until
everyone is done speak-
ing before addressing the
Board. Please keep your
microphone muted to
cut down on background
noise. If you are partic-

Please join my meeting
from your computer, tablet
or smartphone.

https://global.gotomeet-
ing.com/join/360949917

You can also dial in
using your phone.

United States: +1 (872)

240-3212 ipating by phone, press
Access Code: 360-949-  #6, this will mute your
917 phone.
HELP
WANTED HELP

WANTED

FULL-TIME
2136 Green Bay Rd DENTAL HYGIENIST
Wever, |IA 52658

319-372-7852 Mark C. Pothitakis Family Den-

tistry currently has a position
available for a Full-Time Dental
Hygienist. Competitive com-
pensation package including
paid vacation, retirement, paid
holidays, and optional health
insurance. Please mail your re-
sume to 1223 S. Gear Avenue,
Eastman Plaza, Suite 302,
West Burlington, IA 52655, or

email to burldental@gmail.com.
EOE.

Now Hiring!

Marine Facility
Operations
& Maintenance

Benefits Included
Full & Part Time
Positions Available

Heartland Co-op is an
Equal Opportunity
Employer (EOE-AA)
committed to advancing
diversity in the work-
place. Post offer ...
pre-employment
drug screen, job
physical, & physical
capacity profile required.

YOUR AD

HERE

Call Lee
(319) 371.4125

FOR JOB INFO
& TO APPLY VISIT:
heartlandcoop.com
Career Opportunities,
Wever

Pledge of Allegiance

Approve Agenda

Public Input

Update from Lee Coun-
ty Economic Development

Consider Approval of
Design Contract with Cal-
houn Burns & Associates
for the Replacement of
Bridge 126 on 140th Ave
in Harrison Township

Consider Approval of
Resolution to Enact 10
Ton Embargo on Primrose
Rd from 180th Ave to Van
Buren County

Consider Approval of
Final Contract Construc-
tion Progress Voucher for
FM-C056(105)--55-56,
(BR 75 Repair Project)

Consider Approval of
Final Contract Construc-
tion Progress Voucher
for FM-C056(104)--55-56
(BR 175 Repair Project)

Consider Approval of
Rebekah Shenkor and
Dennis Cosby as Medical
Examiner Investigators

Consider Approval of
Quote from Hope Haven
Development Center for
Cleaning Services

Consider Approval of
Lease Agreement with
Lee County Labor Council

Consider Approval of
Tax Abatement Resolution

Consider Approval of
Cancellation of Outstand-
ing Warrants

Consider Approval of

Class C Liquor License 9

for Boonies, Fort Madison

Consider Approval of
Class C Liquor License
for Ridgewood, Fort
Madison

Consider Approval of
Monday, July 19, 2021
Board Minutes

Consider Approval of
Claims

Personnel Actions:

A. Transfer from Part-
time to Full-time-EMS

B. Step Increase-Health
Department

Reports:

A. Manure Manage-
ment Annual Update for
Granat LLC in Washing-
ton Township

B. Sheriffs Monthly
Report

Commission or Com-
mittee Reports

Adjourn

Workshop to Follow

PUBLIC MEETING
CITIZENS WELCOME

Vision and hearing
assistance available
upon request

Contact Title VI
Administrator
319-372-3705

County Website:

www.leecounty.org

Follow Us

@pencitycurrent



http://heartlandcoop.com
mailto:burldental@gmail.com
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/360949917
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/360949917
http://www.leecounty.org
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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Classifieds
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PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE AT WWW.PENCITYCURRENT.COM OR CALL (319)371.4125

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

1728 Main Office: 319-524-2334
Keokuk, IA 52632 Fax: 319-524-2373

€

General Insects Mice
Termites Bed Bugs
(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378
Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
Residential wwww.cullenpest.com “Cause who
Commercial needs bugs?”

Fort Madison ¢ Burlington * Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Don’t Let
Your Business
Slip Away

If someone is hurt on your property, is your
business protected?

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying
claim costs beyond where your business insurance
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today
because when your world is protected - it’s business

as usual.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St

Fort Madison

(319) 372-9145

(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

/B FARM BUREAU
'BD. FINANCIAL SERVICES

Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Business | Farm & Ranch

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural \ Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bur F ial Services PC109 (4-17)

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

1903 West Pmnt Rd West Point, IA 52656
Facebook/ com

os]
= @ L] Posters At
g %g i Supplies
3 lyers H =
o Printing
5 Office
» Vinyl Banners Furniture
Trifold Brochures
621Avenue G 319.312.2121
Fort Madison, IA doddprinting.com
ENIOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON

& THE SURROUNDING ARERS!

Help GRRWA Keep Your Gommunity Hazard-Free!

Household Hazardous
Waste Unit is open
Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370

Call for an appointment

How can chiropractic therapy help you?
BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC

* Improved joint mobility, function, and health

* Decreased degeneration of joints and connective
tissues

* Improved circulation

* Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep

* and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison « 319-372-3800
http.//brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
Extremity Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation

Cranial Adjustment
Muscle Facilitation

Complete Comfort. Affordable Price.

Full Service
HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison,

Burlington, and

surrounding areas
with over 30 Years
Experience!

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service « Never An Overtime Charge
FREE Estimates « Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Adverhse

in a brand new way.

Lee (319)371.4125 » Chuck (319)371.1670



http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://www.grrwa.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
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From the Front

€

Keep COVID in line and get to 100th Mexican Fiesta

FIESTA - Continued from Page 1

festival possibly not being held in 2019, but he said
that information wasn’t correct. But an infusion

of cash after word got out that the event could end
without support, did give the fiesta committee
breathing room.

But 2020 hit the fiesta committee’s budget again,
after the event was canceled due to the pandemic,
despite some bills still needing to be paid.

The Tri-State Rodeo encountered the exact same
problem but on a larger scale.

Mesecher said the committee is looking for a
more productive relationship with the city and the
rodeo. He said the stockyards south of the railroad
tracks near the fiesta brought Mexican cowboys to
the area more than 100 years ago.

“Mexicans were the first cowboys,” he said. “It
would be good to get that story told at the rodeo.
We could then help them out by volunteering to
help at the rodeo”

He’s also looking for a stronger relationship with
the city. Previously, the city had donated $1,000
annually to the event, but this year Mayor Matt
Mohrfeld recommended a $2,500 contribution,
which the City Council approved Tuesday.

“We want to thank the City for their contribu-
tion. Mayor Mohrfeld said it was the city’s heritage
and he’s exactly right”

But Mesecher, and festival committee chair-
man Scott Huffman asked the council for some
additional future considerations, including
possibly putting Avenue Q on the public works
department’s radar. Taylor said the road is start-
ing to pitch in the middle and vendors have to
sometimes put wheels on the curb to level off the
trailers.

They also asked for free police presence at the
event. They are currently paying about $700 to the
city for police security each year.

The beer garden used to be a carnival tent with
wood chips on the ground. James and his friends
used to go through the wood chips after events and
look for money. Taylor said her daughters were
past queens and princesses. Eid said she didn’t
participate in the fiesta when she was younger but
now it’s part of her tradition and history as well.

The group said fundraising for this year’s event
is off to a good start, but are still looking for some
donations that usually come in each year, but
haven’t come in yet. Mesecher said that’s why he’s
getting the word out early that there will be a fiesta
again this year in the second week of September.
Sept. 16 is recognized as the Mexican Indepen-
dence Day.

“It'll be here before you know it and we took a
hit last year. We want to get a good start this year,”
Mesecher said.

Mesecher said work days have been planned and
another will be coming up soon, but he wanted
to remind the community that it's a community
fiesta and everyone is welcome to come help get
the area ready for the festival.

“We provide beverages and get pizza so we take
care of all the volunteers.” He said that work days
will be announced at a later date.

I typically get down to the fiesta for the royalty
crownings and then there’s almost always a foot-
ball game right after that. But then I go back down
on Saturday to enjoy some of the food, music, and
the environment.

The girls that dress up for the traditional dances

Organized?

get
one

your medication

made easy

Keeping Your Medicines

2404 Avenue L, Fi. Madison, IA 52627

(319) 372-2300 | 1-800-794-2330

Weekdays - 8:00am to 8:00pm | Saturdays - 8:30am to 6:00pm | Sundays - 10:00am to 2:00pm

FLOATS

work hard preparing for the performances. The
history is told through the dances and outfits.

You can always plan on running into someone
you know and starting a conversation over authen-
tic food and a cold beer. Most of the history is in
the photographs that hang in the homes along the
block. A lot of the original homes in the neighbor-
hood were old rail cars, Mesecher said. The Mexi-
cans that settled there got the cars from the rail-
road and then the workers would add on to them.

Some of those pictures still hang on the walls
of the homes that now adorn the block. The rich
history of the Prados and neighbors in pinstripe
suits are in those pictures.

We’re gonna write more on the Fiesta as it gets
closer, but we thought it might be a good idea
to launch coverage with a Sunday piece, just to
remind the readership that it is happening again
this year. Committee meetings have started, work
has begun, dances are being practiced, and plans
are being made.

Make sure you put this year’s 100th event on
your calendar and keep the fiesta in mind as the
summer wanes. Mohrfeld is right. It is our heri-
tage and a part of the community’s history. It was
100 years ago that a couple families got together
and celebrated the hope of independence. We
should give them hope of a prosperous fiesta once
again.

With COVID numbers on the rise again, we
hope that vaccinations and people using what
we've learned over the past 18 months to help
make sure the fiesta goes off without a hitch — But
that’s Beside the Point.

Chuck Vandenberg is editor/co-owner of the Pen
City Current and can be reached at editor@pencity-
current.com.

O8th Annual West Point
Sweet Cormn Frestival

ENGRERSH YR ANCRIDE
Sunday, August 15"

Parade Starts at Noon
(Rain or Shine)

HORSES

OTHER

DECORATED CARS OR TRUCKS

NAME

PHONE NO.

ADDRESS

DOES YOUR ENTRY HAVE MUSIC?

YES NO

Over $500 in cash awarded to winners in 4 divisions
$50 given to every participating high school band

Mail entry to Parade Committee, PO. Box 305, West Point, lowa 52656
or Email WPCornFest@GMail.com. Entrants should meet at the corner
of 3rd St. and Avenue E. (Presbyterian Church) no later than 11:15 a.m.

Visit Us Online: www.WestPointSweetCornFestival.com

>

| plan to submit_entry(ies) in the West Point Sweet Corn
Festival Parade. Please reserve a place in the following division(s):


http://www.WestPointSweetCornFestival.com
https://www.rashiddrug.com
mailto:editor@pencitycurrent.com
mailto:editor@pencitycurrent.com
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In need of a few cleaning supplies, spray paint, weed killer, etc?
Come check out what is available at our Swap Shop in our Household Hazardous Waste
facility. Our Swap Shop is open Monday-Friday during regular business hours at our
main Facility in Fort Madison. Stop in the Scale house to let them know you want

to look through the swap shop, and they will get someone to help you!!

FREE

TO RESIDENTS

Ft. Madison Main Office: Keokuk Transfer Station:
2092 303rd Ave 111 Carbide Lane
Fort Madison, |A Keokuk, |1A
1-319-372-6140 1-319-524-6175

Visit Us Online! www.grrwa.com facebook.com/grrwa



http://www.grrwa.com
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