
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Lee County sur-
passed 1,000 positive cases of corona-
virus on Thursday, and health officials 
again are cautioning residents heading 
into the holiday season.

The county’s 14-day positivity rate 
with increased daily testing is now 
11.5% in Lee County, up a full 3% since 
Monday, showing spread is on the rise 
locally. In the past 24 hours, according 
to Lee County Health Department, 37 
new cases were identified in the county.

LCHD Administrator Michele Ross 
said that positivity rate puts the county 
back in a moderate community spread 
risk level.

Iowa now has a positive rate of 13.1% 
with just under 115,000 people testing 
positive for the virus, and 1,693 Iowans 
have died from complications of the 
virus, according to the Iowa Depart-

ment of Public Health. Lee County has 
seen 12 deaths since reporting began in 
March.

On Oct. 26 the state saw the highest 
one day total of positive cases at 2,724. 
The overall state 14-day positivity rate 
is 11.9%. In Lee County 32% of those 
testing positive are in the 18-40 age 
range, while 34%, are 41-60 years of 

age. LCHD is also reporting 672 of the 
cases have recovered.

“Unfortunately, COVID-19 virus is 
still spreading and cases are increasing 
across the county as well as Iowa and 
the United States,” Ross said Thursday.

“Today we have exceeded 1,000 pos-
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County passes 1K COVID cases

Gilpin, Pothitakis, Gager, Miller all at Fort Dodge

911 board
gives $600k
to project

DIGITAL RADIO TRANSITION

Reynolds puts 
$2M aside for U 
of I/ISU project

NANOVACCINE

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC STAFF

LEE COUNTY – Four runners from north Lee Coun-
ty schools will take on the 5K trek through Lakeside 
Municipal Golf Course this weekend.

All four are first time state qualifiers and all were 
surprised when they saw there times were fast enough to 
join

Central Lee senior Amanda Gilpin will wear bib 472 
and will start out of the southeast downhill gate in Box 1 
at 10:30 a.m. Saturday.

She said she hasn’t seen the course before, but did get 

paperwork sent to her.
“It looks hilly on paper but I’m not afraid of that,” Gil-

pin said on Thursday.
She said was surprised when she realized her time of 

21.20.3 was fast enough to qualify. Gilpin’s time was 56th 
fastest in all of girls Class 2A during qualifying.

“I didn’t know, even after all the practicing I’ve done if 
I would qualify or not,” she said.

Gilpin said her expectations are to set a personal re-
cord at the meet and try to break into the top 30.

Fort Madison’s Will Gager and Austin Miller have had 

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY – A move by the 911 
Board Thursday night is paving the way to 
get to the final phase of the digital radio 
transition in Lee County.

The board voted to give the Public 
Safety Answering Point (PSAP) Board 
$600,000 to offset the costs associated with 
the project, which carries a $6,3 million 
price tag.

The PSAP board is the taxing authority 
that will pass the cost of the bond on to all 
taxpayers in the county through a proper-
ty tax levy.

That bond could be anywhere from 
$5,724,346 to $5,909,346, if the county de-

DES MOINES – Governor Kim 
Reynolds today announced she has set 
aside $2 million in CARES Act fund-
ing to support the development of a 
next-generation COVID-19 vaccine 
through a partnership between Iowa 
State University and the University of 
Iowa.  

The funding and collaboration with 
Iowa industry partners, including 
startups, will help ISU and the U of 
I leverage their patented technology 
to advance a COVID-19 nanovaccine 
candidate that will address the limita-
tions of vaccines already under devel-
opment.  

“Through this important partner-

See STATE, page 4

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
FRI 30 Oct ........................................................... Partly Cloudy, 52º F/ 32º F
SAT 31 Oct ................................................................Clear Skies, 63º F/ 41º F
SUN 01 Nov ..................................................... Clear and Chilly, 47º F/ 34º F

IOWA LOTTERY
LOTTO AMERICA 10/28 .................4 14 35 41 43, Star Ball: 9, All Star Bonus: 2
PICK 3 10/28 MIDDAY .....................................................................................9 2 9
PICK 3 10/28 EVENING ....................................................................................4 1 9
PICK 4 10/28 MIDDAY ...................................................................................1 8 5 5
PICK 4 10/28 EVENING ................................................................................. 1 6 4 1
POWERBALL 10/28 ..........................11 28 37 40 53, Powerball: 13, Power Play: 2

STATE X-COUNTRY PREVIEW

See VIRUS, page 2

Fort Madison’s 
Will Gager, left, 
and Austin Miller, 
right get in a “fun 
run” Wednesday 
afternoon after 
stretching. The 
two will compete 
in Friday’s Class 
3A State Cross 
Country meet in 
Fort Dodge.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Four locals 
run for first 
time at state 
X-C meet
One senior, 
three juniors 
represent north 
Lee County

See PROJECT, page 8

See RADIOS, page 8
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Prevention 101Prevention 101
MASK UP WASH UP

Wash your hands
like your life

depended on it!
Wash frequently 

touched surfaces often.

KEEP YOUR 
DISTANCE

Being in close contact 
(less than 6’) with 

others whether inside 
or outside more easily 

spreads the virus.
Avoid large gatherings 

or crowded places.

Try not to touch
your face –

eyes, nose, and mouth 
are doorways for germs 

to enter your body.

Wearing a mask
in public helps
stop the spread

of infected droplets

HANDS DOWN

These important health care tips are brought to you by

319-372-6530 • www.fmchosp.com

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

10/28/20 – no time list-
ed – Fort Madison Police 
cited Briley Husted, 23, of 
Montrose in the 2700 block 
of Avenue I, on a charge 
of possession of marijuana 
and drug paraphernalia.
10/28/20 – 10:23 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a personal injury 
accident near the inter-
section of Avenue A and 
Cherokee Lane.
10/28/20 – 4:54 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of vandalism in the 700 
block of 34th Street.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

10/28/20 – 3:16 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Elijah Joseph 
Burris, 27, of Keokuk, near 
the Keokuk High School 
on warrants for violation 
of probation, and charges 
of eluding, possession of 
a controlled substance, 
possession of drug para-

phernalia, being a fugitive 
from justice, no insurance, 
failure to provide aid/
information at an accident 
scene, and failure to main-
tain control. Burris was 
taken to Lee County Jail.
10/28/20 – 3:52 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Paul Douglas 
Bowen, 36, of Fort Madi-
son, at the sheriff’s office 
on a court ordered hold. 
He was taken to Lee 
County Jail and held.
10/28/20 – 5:02 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Ashley Marie 
Dyer, 23, of Burlington, 
at the sheriff’s office, on 
a warrant for failure to 
appear. She was taken 
to Lee County Jail.
10/28/20 – 5:27 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Douglas Lee Rice, 
48, of Danville, in the 2600 
block of Hwy. 218 in Don-
nellson, on charges of pub-
lic intoxication and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia.
Those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until prov-
en guilty in a court of law.

itive cases since this began in March 2020.  Over the 
past weeks, cases have been steadily increasing with 
our current 14-day positivity rate today at 11.5%.  
This puts us back at moderate community level risk 
for spread of this virus.”

Ross said bluntly the best way to prevent exposure 
is to not put yourself in a position to be exposed.

The virus is mainly thought to be spread from per-
son to person when coming into close contact with 
someone carrying the virus for a total of 15 minutes, 
even if that 15 minutes is broken up exposure.

Ross said health experts are still promoting a social 
distance of at least six feet, as well as wearing a mask 
when outside your own household. 

Included in ongoing health safety guidelines are:   
•Stay at least six feet from others at all times.
•Wear a mask when in public settings; especial-

ly when social distancing measures are difficult to 
maintain. 

•Everyone should wash hands frequently with soap 
and water for at least 20 seconds especially after you 
have been in a public place, or after blowing your 
nose, coughing, or sneezing.

•Use a hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol if 
soap and water are not available.

•Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with 
unwashed hands.

•Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
•Be alert for symptoms. Watch for fever, cough, 

shortness of breath, or other symptoms of COVID 
-19 such as loss of taste or smell, congestion, head-
ache, runny nose, sore throat, etc. Follow public 

health and CDC guidance if symptoms develop and 
isolate from others. 

Ross said LCHD understands the stress and toll the 
virus has taken on the lives of county residents.

“It has not only threatened our physical health, but 
has also challenged our mental well-being as well as 
our economic security and livelihoods,” she said.

“As much as we would all like to return to normal 
times with friends and family, especially with the 
upcoming holidays, we all need to remember this 
pandemic is not over and we should continue to 
support each other in times of need and practice the 
recommended public health mitigation guidelines.

“We encourage everyone to make responsible deci-
sions to safe guard not only your own health, but the 
health of your family members, co-workers, friends, 
our local businesses, and our community as a whole.”

The following links can be accessed to seek educa-
tion, support and resources while trying to safe and 
healthy during these difficult and stressful times. 

If members of the public have questions regard-
ing voting while in quarantine or isolation, please 
contact the Iowa Secretary of State’s Office at 888-
767-8683.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/dai-
ly-life-coping/children.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/dai-
ly-life-coping/parental-resource-kit/index.html

Click to access Telehealth%20Guidance%20
04242020.pdf

Click to access How%20to%20Cope%20with%20
Anxiety%20about%20Novel%20Coronavirus_1.pdf

VIRUS - Continued from Page 1

Numbers rise as holidays near
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You’re gonna needYou’re gonna need
a bigger baga bigger bag

Call for curbside pickup
319.837.6126 

327 5th Street, West Point, IA

At Sonny’s, we’re committed to offering 
you quality groceries at affordable prices 

in a healthy & safe environment. We 
have so much great food, you’re 

gonna need a bigger bag.
Thank you for shopping local. 
Stay safe!

307 5th Street West Point
19-837-6178 or 800-292-2208 | www.fullenkampins.com

Open M-F 7:30 - 5:00 & Saturday 8:30 - 11

Serving Southeast Iowa, Northeast Missouri,
& West-Central Illinois

Protect What’s Important.
When you need peace of mind, look to

one of the area’s leading insurance agencies.

Auto • Home • Health
Business • Life

Farm • Crop

Paid for by Kurtz for Iowa

 “Jeff worked with me and others in Lee 
County on getting us paid the Unem-
ployment Benefits that were delayed by 
the state. He wanted to make sure that I 
was receiving the benefits that I earned 
that hadn’t been paid to me. He did that 
for any of his constituents that came to 
him.”  

–Leslie Brown, Keokuk
On November 3, Re-elect Jeff Kurtz

for State Representative

OBITUARIES

ORA J. HALFERTY
Ora J. Halferty, 97, of Grand Prairie, TX and formerly of 

Ft. Madison, IA passed away on Tuesday, October 27, 2020 
at The Waterford on Cooper Senior Living.

She was born on July 31, 1923 in Wy-
aconda, MO to Francis and Mabel O’Day 
Owen.  On December 14, 1946 she married 
Herbert E. Halferty in Memphis, MO and 
he preceded her in death on September 14, 
1987.  Ora retired from Sheaffer Pen Com-
pany August 12, 1985.  She was a member 
of the First Christian Church since April 

13, 1952, CWF of FCC, Federated Woman’s Club and the 
VFW Auxiliary.  She was also a member of RSVP where 
she volunteered countless hours at the food pantry, CVB, 
LCHD Hospice, the Newberry Center and helped with 
bingo parties at The Madison and Holy Trinity.  She was 
also a member of the Silver Steppers for over thirty five 
years.  Ora enjoyed doing word searches, reading and 
embroidery.  

Survivors include two sons, Rick (Brenda) Halferty of 
Tucson, AZ and Owen (Jane) Halferty of Grand Prairie, 
TX; three grandchildren, Ashley Halferty of Tucson, AZ, 
Evan (Sarah) Halferty of Hurst, TX, and Justin (Delaine) 
Halferty of Tyler, TX; two great grandchildren, Evelyn 
Halferty and Bobby Halferty of TX; one sister, Ordyth 
Sandner of Tucson, AZ; a granddaughter in law, Emily 
Halferty of Tucson, AZ and several nieces and nephews.   
She was preceded in death by her parents, husband, two 
sisters, Oleta McNeil and Opal Klein, a grandson, Andrew 
Halferty, and great grandson, Rowen Halferty. 

A private family burial will be held in Soldier’s Circle, 
Oakland Cemetery.  King-Lynk Funeral Home is assisting 
the family.  

A memorial has been established for CWF of the First 
Christian Church. Online condolences may be left at 
www.kinglynk.com.

HALFERTY

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no 
charge to funeral homes and they run the 
day they are submitted in most cases. They 
are also run as submitted by the funeral 
homes.

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck (319)371.1670

Courtesy photo

FORT MADISON - Eleven students were inducted 
into the Holy Trinity Chapter of the National Honor 
Society during a special ceremony on October 28th, 
2020. The mission of the National Honor Society is “to 
recognize and encourage academic achievement while 
also developing the personal characteristics essential 
for productive, well-rounded members of society.” To 
obtain membership, HTC students must demonstrate 
the qualities of scholarship, service, leadership, and 
character.

The Holy Trinity chapter of NHS strives to fulfill each 

of these qualities and dedicates service time to a variety 
of projects and organizations; Kids Against Hunger, 
Hats and Mittens for the local Head Start program, 
Fort Madison’s Lighted Parade, Veterans Day program, 
and many more.

The 2020 NHS honorees from HTC included from 
left to right above, Jackson Van Hamme, Jackson Blint, 
Raquel Schneider, Tessa Gendron, Tina Huang, Lucy 
Graham, Mitchell Pothitakis, Abby Holtkamp, Kassidy 
Randolph, Anna Sobczak, Jack Malinski.

HTC inducts 11 into National Honor Society

https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
http://www.fullenkampins.com
https://www.facebook.com/KurtzForIowa
http://www.kinglynk.com
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After twenty-six years working with other union members, and serving the 
residents of Southeast Iowa, Rich understands our values because they are his own. 
Rich wants today’s children to have the same opportunities in Iowa that he had.

Education – Rich guards against 
education cuts that harm our students 
and educators.

Economic Development – Rich works with 
community colleges and unions to assist 
displaced workers and help businesses 
with broadband access.

Healthcare – Rich will fi ght to increase 
access to mental healthcare for all 
Iowans, for more funding for hospitals, 
and making ambulance service more 

accessible for rural Iowans.
Veterans – Rich advocates for veterans on 

home ownership incentives, tax credits, 
and job placement programs.

Rights of Gun Owners – A responsible 
gun owner, Rich supported the updated 
Stand Your Ground Law.

Collective Bargaining – Rich will continue 
to fi ght for the restoration of full 
collective bargaining rights of public 
employees. Paid for by 

Lee County Democratic Party

NOW OPEN

1001 Avenue H, Suite 2 • Fort Madison

Dr. Derek Vogelpohl is now seeing patients in his new 
Fort Madison office Monday through Friday.

* We Accept Most Insurances *

Ask about our Grand Opening specials 
(319) 316-6016

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

a fun year chasing each other around events this season.

The two actually traveled to San Diego two years ago and ran a half-mara-
thon together. The friendly competition has proven to be a successful tool this 
year.

Head Coach Brian Mendez said the two drive each other and that’s been 
seen this year with each of them surpassing the other at different meets.

“It’s a friendly competition. They both are happy for each other and they 
trained all summer together,” Mendez said. “I asked them to text me their 
workouts and they would always text me together, and the workouts would 
always be the same.”

Gager, who placed higher than Miller in most meets in the first half of the 
season, has seen Miller move in front of him in the second half.

Gager laughed at that turn of play.
“Well I taught him everything he knows,” he said. “But we don’t look at it like 

that. We try to get better individually, so the other one can get better, too.”
“We definitely feed off each other,” Miller said.
Gager will wear 996 and Miller will run with bib 997 coming out of Box 6 at 

4 p.m. Friday evening. The Iowa High School Athletic Association changed the 
format to a two-day event to reduce the number of people at the course at one 
time to help mitigate spreading of the coronavirus.

“We’re just getting ready mentally. We’re not going as hard this week, just 
taking it easy to let our muscles heal up,” Miller said.

Neither of the Bloodhounds were focused on where they will place.
“I think I’m just gonna run fast,” Gager said with the typical smile on his 

face. “I’m not focusing too much on placement or times. If I go out and run 
the best race I can that will take care of itself. But I’m gonna beat him.”

The more subdued Miller beat his personal best by a full 14 seconds at the 
qualifier in Pella finishing 4th overall. His time of 16:48.49 was the 35th fastest 
in Class 3A during qualifying. Gager finished at 17:05.32

The more subdued Miller said last year he finished 55th at districts and this 
year’s time was 3 minutes faster.

Holy Trinity’s Mitchell Pothitakis finished 9th in the Ottumwa qualifier in 
Class 1A. The junior will wear bib 1060 and take off from the far left in box 22.

The Crusader ran an 18:27.1 in Pekin at the qualifier last week and said he 
wasn’t surprised that he was able to qualify with the top 10 runners. The state 
moved Class 1A to eight sites instead of five so only the top 10 qualified at 
each site.

Pothitakis said he doesn’t like running a whole lot, but he does it for the 
social aspect. He said half way through the year he decided he wanted to try 
and make state.

His goal is simple. To make the top 100.
“I looked at some of the times, and those are some really fast kids,” Pothita-

kis said.
“Running is hard and it’s not always fun, but half way through the season I 

decided to work a bit harder. Now I’m just going to go up and have fun.”

STATE - Continued from Page 1

Friendly rivalry pushes 
Bloodhounds to state meetFive area girls named 1st 

team All-Conference

PREP VOLLEYBALL

PCC STAFF
FORT MADISON – A host of girls 

from the north Lee County area have been 
named 1st team All-conference for the 2020 
volleyball season.

Central Lee’s Mya Merschman and Abby 
Wellman, and Holy Trinity Catholic’s 

Claire Pothitakis and Maria 
Rauenbuehler were named 
to the First Team South Di-
vision of the Southeast Iowa 
Superconference, according 
to a release Wednesday.

Fort Madison’s Lauren 
Bailey was also named 
1st team of the Southeast 
Conference in lists released 
Thursday. All five of the girls 
are seniors

Merschman led the 
(22-8) Lady Hawks’ hitters 
with 306 kills on the year. 
Wellman was named to the 
team as a utility player with 
161 kills and a team high 
315 digs.

Pothitakis was 10th in 
Class 1A among hitters with 
311 kills and was fourth in 
attacking with 865. Rauen-

buehler was 5th in Class 1A with 391 digs 
and made the team as a defensive specialist.

Bailey has been an assist specialist 

for the Bloodhounds for four years and 
finished the year with 427, 17th best in the 
state in Class 4A. Bailey also had 279 digs, 
second on the squad and had a team high 
39 aces to go with 95.8% serving accuracy.

Fort Madison’s Nadia Boeding and Rey-
na Lampe were named 2nd team All-Con-
ference. Madison Pirri and Kailyn Guzman 
received honorable mention.

Burlington’s Madison Bunton and Mt. 
Pleasant’s Karsyn Lamm were named 
Players of the Year in the Southeast Con-
ference.

In the Southeast Iowa Superconference, 
HTC’s Brooke Mueller and Kassi Randolph 
were named to the 2nd Team, along with 
Central Lee’s Meghan Hopp, Macy Watkins 
and Zoe Eschman.

Honorable mention went to the Hawks’ 
Makayla Morrison and Alix Congdon, and 
Holy Trinity’s Taylor Crabtree and Bailey 
Hellweg.

West Burlington’s Sydney Marlow was 
named Player of the Year. The Falcons’ 
Tom Ferguson was named Coach of the 
Year.

Receiving Academic All-Conference 
honors were Fort Madison’s Madelyn 
Swigart, Kendall Beebe, Allison Helmick, 
Lauren King, Hattie Schrepfer, Taylor 
Barnes, Olivia Shields, Kylee Cashman, Lo-
gan Johnson, Palan Soice, Lampe, Boeding, 
Bailey, Guzman, and Pirri.

BAILEY

RAUENBUEHLER

POTHITAKIS

https://www.facebook.com/Rich-Taylor-for-State-Senate-276468442399574
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Optometrist/Clear-View-Vision-Center-101158518365592/
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DO 
YOUR 
PART

Great River Regional Waste Authority urges you to wear gloves
when moving bins for residential trash pick-up.

Workers can touch over 2000 bins a day before even touching yours.
Don’t forget to wash your hands after bringing in your bin!

WWW.GRRWA.COM

for your
community

5636 Avenue O, Fort Madison, IA
(319) 372-8105

Located right across the road from Jim Baier Ford in Fort Madison

Complete Rental
PRICE BEAT GUARANTEE

Show us
an advertised price or quote

*Not valid with any other discounts

WE’LL BEAT IT BY 15%

The following is a list of upcoming events and gatherings in North Lee Coun-
ty.

34th Street Trunk or Treat
Volunteers with the 34th Street Neighborhood Watch group and other city 
watch groups are holding a Trunk or Treat on 34th Street and Avenue D from 
5 to 7 p.m on Oct. 31. Cars can either drive up or attendees can park and walk 
around to volunteers who are handing out candy.

Montrose Cemetery Cleanup
All plastic flowers that are in the ground must be picked up by Nov. 1. After 

that date they will be discarded. In addition Memorial Day flowers will now 
have to be picked up no later than two weeks after the holiday.

Halloween Dinner and Comedy
The Kingsley Inn will be featuring a Halloween Dinner and Comedy on Oct. 

31 beginning at with a social hour at 5 p.m., dinner at 6 p.m, with the show 
starting at 7 p.m. Tickets are $20 per person and can be booked in advance by 
texting 309-221-9803

FM Beggar’s Night
The traditional Beggar’s Night will be held on Oct. 31  from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

in Old Settler’s Park and the citywide beggar’s night will follow from 5 p.m. to 
7 p.m. Vendors will be handing our candy with food and drink specials at the 
safe event.

Montrose Trick or Treat
The Montrose City Treak or Treat will be held on Saturday, Oct. 31 from 5 

p.m. to 7 p.m. Halloween guidance from the Iowa Department of Public Health 
can be found at https://idph.iowa.gov/Emerging-Health-Issues/Novel-Corona-
virus/Public.

Lighted Parade Work Nights
Work nights for the Fort Madison Lighted Parade are on Monday nights be-

ginning at 5:30 p.m. at the Warehouse at 12th Street and Avenue I.

Conservation online auction
The Lee County Conservation Board is participating in an online auction. 

The items can be found at https://www.govdeals.com/index.cfm?fa=Main.
AdvSearchResults&myseller=11764. Any questions c an be directed to the Lee 

County Conservation Office at 319-463-7673.

Witch’s Walk
Wear your witch costume and come downtown for an evening of fun. This 

year’s event is Oct. 30 from 5 to p.m. presented by the Fort Madison Chamber 
of Commerce. More details on this event will be released at a later date.

Sensational Chef
The Fort Madison Chamber’s annual fundraiser is set for Nov. 21, at Harvest-

ville Farm beginning at 6 p.m. with first course served at 6:30 p.m. This fine 
dining event will feature Amy Thacher preparing a 5-course meal. Tickets are 
$65 per person and are limited, so call 319-372-5471 for information.

Tree Planting at Dog Park
Volunteers are still needed for Nov. 13 for a tree planting at the city’s new 

dog park in Rodeo Park. The committee overseeing the park received a grant of 
trees to plant on the property.

CURRENT-LEE

http://www.grrwa.com
https://completerentalfm.com/
https://www.govdeals.com/index.cfm?fa=Main.AdvSearchResults&myseller=11764
https://www.govdeals.com/index.cfm?fa=Main.AdvSearchResults&myseller=11764
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Apply at: https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/

JOIN AN INDUSTRY LEADER

GREAT JOB OPPORTUNITIES
At our Fort Madison Manufacturing Plant

“Come and Gro With Us”

Production Lead - R4290
Qualifications: 3 years manufacturing experience, in a 
fast-paced environment.  College degree preferred, but 
not required.  Proficient in Microsoft Office and Google 
Suite, and experience with SAP preferred. 

Starting Pay: $24.85/hour

Machine Packaging Operators – R3559
Qualifications: Minimum 1 year experience as a ma-
chine/production operator in high speed manufacturing 
environment 

Openings All Shifts
Starting Pay: $18.30/hour

Formulation Operator - R3895
Qualifications: Strong problem solving skills, Attention 
to detail, Math skills (knowledge of the metric system 
(conversions of weights and volumes), Computer skills 
and knowledge (Excel, Word, SAP, Gmail), Must be able 
to wear a variety of PPE (including a respirator), Ability 
to operate a forklift.  Must be a team player.

Starting Pay: $23.00/hour

Dental Hygienist 
Lee County Health Department is seeking a full-time Iowa 
Licensed Dental Hygienist for oral health programs  
including I-Smile™.  Applicant must be an Iowa licensed 
dental hygienist with at least one year of clinical  
experience.  Responsibilities will include providing and 
documenting basic preventive oral health services for  
children, pregnant women, at-risk adults, and older  
Iowans. Some travel to multi-county service areas. If  
interested, please send resume to Rachael Patter-
son-Rahn, Oral Health Program Manager, at LCHD, PO 
Box 1426, #3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison, IA  52627 
or email rprahn@leecountyhd.org by October 31, 2020.  
LCHD is an equal opportunity employer. 

Dental Assistant
Lee County Health Department is seeking a contracted 
Dental Assistant, up to 40 hours per week, to provide 
chairside assistance to hygienists working within the  
agency’s school-based dental sealant program in a 
multi-county service area.  The position also includes 
office hours to help with follow up calls, care coordination, 
and data entry for all agency dental programs. Applicant 
must be an Iowa licensed dental assistant with at least 
one year of clinical experience.  If interested, please send 
resume to Rachael Patterson-Rahn, Oral Health Program 
Manager, at LCHD, PO Box 1426, #3 John Bennett Drive, 
Fort Madison, IA  52627 or email rprahn@leecountyhd.org 
by October 31, 2020.  LCHD is an equal opportunity  
employer.

Mobile Nursing Services
Now Hiring 

Burlington & Ft. Madison Areas 

We are now hiring additional staff
to meet the needs of our increased client base. 

Apply at: 
705 Ave. G, Fort Madison 

Or email: 
mobnurse@mobilenursingservices.com

EOE

RN Case Manager
LPN

Private Duty

Home Health Aide

Chateau 
Apartments 
Extra Clean

& Quiet
Apartments 

for Rent 

Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership includ-
ed. 2 bedrooms, some with 
decks/patio. Stove, refrig-
erator, dishwasher, built-in 
microwave. Non-smoking, 
no pets. Very affordable se-
curity deposit $300. Must 
pass background & credit 
checks (no felonies). Large 
backyard with picnic tables 
& glider swing in very nice, 
quiet neighborhood. Rents 
range from $585-$635. 
Lease required. 850 sq. ft. 
units. All electric. Water, sew-
er, trash furnished. 650 sq. 
ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, 
gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operat-
ed washers & dryers (locat-
ed in all buildings). On-site 
manager. Call 319-372-9409 
or 319-750-3115 for appoint-
ment to view. Owned by Alli-
ance Realty Co.

ASSISTANT
IT ADMINISTRATOR

Lee County government has 
an opening in the IT/GIS De-
partment for an Assistant In-
formation Technology Admin-
istrator.  Job functions include 
network, computer hardware 
and software, telephone sys-
tems, and Microsoft, IBM and 
third-party software support 
and troubleshooting.  

Degree in computer science 
or related field or combina-
tion of related experience 
and education required.  

Salary based on qualifica-
tions and experience.  Excel-
lent benefits package.

See LeeCounty.org website 
for employment application 
and job description. Submit 
application and resume to

Lee County IT Department 
Attn: L.Schmitt
933 Avenue H

Fort Madison, IA 52627
or email to

lschmitt@leecounty.org

Deadline to apply is 4:00 pm 
on Friday, October 30, 2020. 

Lee County is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer

how
well 
do
you
know these girls?

Learn more about your 

breast health at

KnowYourGirls.org

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Follow 
Us

@pencitycurrent
LABORER/OPERATOR

POSITION
City of Fort Madison

Parks and Cemeteries 
Department

SUMMARY
This is a position within the 
Parks, Recreation, Docks 
and Cemeteries Division of 
Fort Madison. Responsibili-
ties include the maintenance 
of public parks, cemeteries 
and their facilities under di-
rect supervision.

DESIRED MINIMUM QUALI-
FICATIONS
Education and Experience:
• Some experience in building 
and grounds maintenance.
• Must have a current Iowa 
driver’s license.
• Skill in operating some of 
the listed tools and equip-
ment; power and tractor 
mowers, backhoe, carpentry 
and plumbing tools, etc.

Applications can be picked 
up and submitted at Fort 
Madison City Hall, 811 Ave-
nue E, Fort Madison, Iowa.

https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
mailto:rprahn%40leecountyhd.org?subject=Hygienist%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
mailto:rprahn%40leecountyhd.org?subject=Assistant%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
http://www.MobileNursingServices.com
http://LeeCounty.org
mailto:lschmitt@leecounty.org
http://KnowYourGirls.org
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
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YOUR AD HERE
for as little as $50 per month

Call Lee at 319.371.4125
or email classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS
Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!

Never Shiver. Don’t Sweat.

Just call
Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service • Never An Overtime Charge
FREE Estimates • Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Logo

Agent Photo

Disclosure

Agent Info

Unlock  
more savings —
with [auto + renters] 
Contact me to schedule a SuperCheck®  
and see how simple combining your auto 
and renters insurance can be!

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC114 (9-17)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARYHOLTKAMP.COM
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Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

(319) 316-6016
Now Open Monday through Friday

1001 Avenue H, Suite 2 • Fort Madison
www.ClearViewVision.com

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.GriffinMuffler.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Optometrist/Clear-View-Vision-Center-101158518365592/
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
http://www.CullenPest.com
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From the Front

www.DrMarkDDS.com

Now Accepting New Patients.

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753-2515

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry
319-372-3614

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry West

319-372-4882

Pothitakis Dentistry
6 Convenient Locations to Serve You

RE-ELECT GARY FOLLUO NOVEMBER 3RD
Lee County Board of Supervisors

As a lifelong resident of Lee County, a former Labor 
Representative with Local #148 I.U.O.E, past Mayor of 
Keokuk, former General Manager of Withers Broad-
casting, and past business owner, alongside my wife 
Nancy, of 34years, my priority has and always will be the 
people of Lee County. 

With my experience in government, business, and 
public service, I understand that  public input, avail-
ability, and enthusiasm is essential for  creating quality 
representative  government. 

Contact Gary at
gfolluo@gmail.com  or (319)795-1348

Paid for by Friends to Elect Gary Folluo , Bill Mitchell Treasurer

I will continue working hard to maintain county services for all Lee County residents, continue 
updating security measures in our buildings, and protecting citizen’s property rights while 
continuing to support our hospitals so they are able to provide services needed for our industries 
and citizens. In addition, I will be working to attract new economic development and expand 
our industrial base and I will support expanding rural broadband, identifying under-served 
areas and trying to find grants to remedy the situation. ”“

ship, Iowa is supporting those on the frontlines of 
nanovaccine development,” Gov. Kim Reynolds 
said. “Iowa’s COVID19 nanovaccine candidate will 
not require needles or refrigeration, and could pro-
vide long-term immunity from just a single dose. I 
am proud of the role Iowa State University and the 
University of Iowa are playing in this cutting-edge 
development.”  

This approach draws on ISU’s strengths in nano-
vaccine research and development, nanovaccine 
platform technology and animal health, as well as 
the U of I’s expertise in SARS virology, immunity, 
and unique animal models.  

“The Nanovaccine Institute based at Iowa State 
was established in 2013 with this kind of global 
health challenge in mind,” said Iowa State’s Bala-
ji Narasimhan, the project leader, director of the 
Nanovaccine Institute and an Anson Marston 
Distinguished Professor in Engineering. “We’ve 
created a team that can innovate and move our 
ideas beyond the lab. We’re ready to meet the ur-

gent need for a COVID-19 vaccine.” 
Michael Wannemuehler, associate director of the 

Nanovaccine Institute and a professor of veterinary 
microbiology and preventive medicine, is also lead-
ing the project at Iowa State. 

The UI effort is being led by Kevin L. Legge, 
Ph.D., professor of pathology and director of the 
Pathology Research Flow Cytometry Core in the 
UI Carver College of Medicine, along with co-in-
vestigators Stanley Perlman, Ph.D., MD, professor 
of microbiology and immunology,  and of pedi-
atrics, in the UI Carver College of Medicine, and 
Thomas Waldschmidt, Ph.D., Clement T. and 
Sylvia H. Hanson Chair in Immunology in the De-
partment of Pathology.  

“This important funding will build on our exist-
ing successful partnership between the University 
of Iowa and Iowa State University and greatly aid in 
our efforts to bring safe, effective, mucosal-based 
nanoparticle vaccines against respiratory virus 
infections to the community,” Legge said.  

PROJECT - Continued from Page 1

Project could lead to nasal vaccine

cides to include in the bond Phase 3 engineering costs 
on the project as a reimbursement to the 911 board.

Fort Madison Fire Chief Joey Herren originally asked 
for $750,000 to be allocated from the 911 board, but 
Houghton Fire Chief Jerry Bentler expressed concerns 
the board could be faced with shortfalls considering fu-
ture maintenance costs and the new ambulance service 
coming to the county.

“Asking for $750K is a decision the board can’t make 
because we don’t know what kind of costs were going 
to incur. Potentially we’d be maxed out on the budget,” 
Bentler said.

The project cost comes with a 3-year warranty, in 
addition to the 18-month timeline of getting the project 
complete. The transition will bring in all new radios, 
pagers and infrastructure to convert the county from 
an analog system that has been giving first responders 
fits since narrowbanding by the FCC occurred eight 
years ago.

“We had a chase yesterday in town in Keokuk and 
our deputies couldn’t talk with dispatch,” said Lee 
County Sheriff Stacy Weber. “We need to move on this 
now.”

Weber suggested reducing the amount for $750,000 
to $600,000 to keep some money in 911 reserve funds. 
His suggestion was made into a motion by board 
member Brett Davis and seconded by West Point Police 
Chief Brad Roberts.

The motion passed 14-0 with three representative 
absent.

Discussion on the bonding and the project now goes 
in front of the Lee County Board of Supervisors at their 
Tuesday meeting.

Supervisor Matt Pflug sits on the 911 board and vot-
ed in favor of the $600,000 payment.

Herren said the amount of the bond would still be in 
the range of what he had proposed in presentations to 
city councils in the county.

“When I went to all the city councils and presented, 
this was in the range that we presented to those folks. 
We wanted to do this so we wouldn’t have to bond as 
much and we could keep the mill levy down,” Herren 
said.

After the warranty runs out in three years, mainte-
nance costs are a minimum of $50,000 per year which 
is required to keep software congruent with the State of 
Iowa’s software.

After that the board can pay up to an average of 
$179,000 in additional maintenance coverages, but has 
the option of selecting which coverages they want so 
that amount could be reduced.

RADIOS - Continued from Page 1

Radio project carries 
$6.6M price tag

http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
mailto:gfolluo%40gmail.com?subject=Re-Elect%20Gary%20Folluo%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
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