
Wednesday, March 17, 2021  | 9 pages | Volume 5 • Issue 62

Scan the code to subscribe today
Paid & Free Options Available!

Business Directory.....................................P.8
CLASSIFIEDS ...............................Ps.6-8
Complete Rental .......................................P.9
Edward Jones – Tony Fullenkamp.............P.5
Fort Madison Community Hospital..........P.4
FROM THE FRONT ..................... Ps.5,9
Fullenkamp Insurance ...............................P.3
Great River Regional Waste Authority ....P.9

Holtkamp’s Floors, Decor, & Furniture ....P.6
Keyway Management Company ...............P.7
Lee County EMS .......................................P.6
Lee County Health Department ...............P.2
LEE COUNTY NEWS ........................ P.5
OBITUARIES ..................................... P.3

• Patricia A. Beaird, 74
• Donald R. Vaughn, 89

OPINION ........................................... P.9 
Pen City Current ............................. Ps.4,6-8
Pothitakis Dentistry ..................................P.5
#SheCanStem............................................P.7
Sonny’s Super Market ...............................P.3
Tony Wolfe Insurance Services ..................P.5

Pen E-Saver: Make sure to check out the deals in this week’s edition

www.pencitycurrent.com

Not so tiny bubbles

“HARMLESS”:  IFC officials, DNR say sudsy drops are harmless byproducts of cleaner

City could 
see $1.43M 
in federal aid

COUNCIL MEETING

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

WEVER – Residents southwest of Wever in rural Lee 
County woke up Tuesday morning to what looks like a 
visit from Mr. Bubble, but they’re not joking about want-
ing answers.

Suds that resemble what you would see in a bubble bath 
were laying lightly in the fields and yards southwest of 
the Iowa Fertilizer plant. The bubbles could be seen along 
Hwy. 61 south of the plant almost to first Fort Madison 
exit, but not beyond that.

Resident Kristen Brookhiser said she noticed the 
bubbles at about 6:25 a.m. when she started her morning 
getting her children ready for the day.

She then made a call to the fertilizer plant to report the 
incident and was told by assistant manager Zach Adam-
son at the facility that everything was safe and there was 
no cause for alarm.

“He reassured me it was safe and there was no danger, 
but I requested that evidence,” Brookhiser said. “He’s 

OPINION
Visibility needed in law enforcement discipline

The actions of journalists and police 
officers were in the spotlight last week in a 
Des Moines courtroom. 

The scrutiny came at the trial of Andrea 
Sahouri, a Des Moines Register reporter. 
She was arrested while covering a chaotic 
protest last May 31, six days after George 
Floyd died under the knee of a Minneapolis 
police officer. 

The jury sorted through questions and al-

legations about the actions of Sahouri, who 
has worked for the Register since 2019, and 
Officer Luke Wilson, a Des Moines Police 
Department employee for 18 years. 

In the end, jurors believed Sahouri, not 
Wilson. Polk County Attorney John Sarcone 
made an interesting comment in defending 
his decision to charge Sahouri: “No one is 
above the law,” he said.  

The jurors who decided Sahouri did not 
overstep her rights as a journalist an-

nounced their decision in open court. But 
when police officers are accused of violating 
a statute or departmental policy, the public 
rarely learns how these complaints end.  

This needs to change. Keeping the out-
come of citizen complaints and internal po-
lice investigations secret only erodes public 
trust and confidence in law enforcement.

Here’s how this problem developed. 

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – The city of Fort Mad-
ison will be receiving close to $1.4 million 
in federal aid as part of the recently passed 
federal stimulus package.

City Manager David Varley updated the 
council on the breakdown of the federal aid at 
Tuesday’s regular meeting of the Fort Madison 
City Council.

The American Rescue Plan Act includes $65 
billion for local governments across the coun-
try. The Lee County Board of Supervisors just 
announced they will be getting an estimated 
$6.5 million in aid.

One of the caveats of the aid payments is 
that it cannot be used for debt or property tax 
relief.

Varley said a change that occurred in the 
U.S. Senate, opened up Fort Madison to see 
funds from the new law.

He said the U.S. Treasury had 60 days from 
passage of the law to get the money to the 
states, who in turn have 30 days to get the 
money to the cities. The bill was signed by 
President Joe Biden on Thursday, March 11.

Varley said there is also a requirement that 
the city make regular reports to the federal 
government on what they are using the money 
for.

“When they first came out with the bill out 
of the House, there were four requirements 
that governed the use of the funds and we 
really didn’t meet any of those requirements,” 
Varley said.

“But the Senate changed it, bless their 
hearts, and they changed the fourth require-
ment and now it says it can include water, sew-
er or broadband infrastructure. So now we will 
have the legal authority to spend the money 
we get on water, sewer or broadband.”

Councilwoman Rebecca Bowker asked then 
if the city wouldn’t need to raise water and 
sewer rates again. Varley said they wouldn’t 
need to raise the rates if the city didn’t want to 
complete required sanitary and storm water 
sewer separation requirements, called CSO 
(combined sewer overflow) projects currently 
mandated by the EPA. The city is currently 
looking for extension to current federal dead-
lines on those projects.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

Kristen Brookhiser, of rural Wever gets up close for a photo of the frothy bubbles that were blown into her 
neighborhood and surrounding area from the Iowa Fertilizer plant early Tuesday morning.

See BUBBLES, page 5

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
WED 17 Mar ............................................................Heavy Rain, 43º F/ 40º F
THU 18 Mar .............................................................Wintry Mix, 45º F/ 35º F
FRI 19 Mar .......................................................... Partly Cloudy, 49º F/ 30º F

IOWA LOTTERY
LUCKY FOR LIFE 03/15 ...............................................5 14 15 27 37, Lucky Ball: 7
PICK 3 01/06 MIDDAY .....................................................................................9 6 2
PICK 3 03/15 EVENING ....................................................................................4 6 1
PICK 4 01/06 MIDDAY .................................................................................. 2 7 5 9
PICK 4 03/15 EVENING ............................................................................... 0 2 3 5

See RANDY EVANS, page 9
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Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 or (800) 458-6672

Medicare Certified

Your Choice for Compassionate Hospice Care

Hospice Services include

in Lee, Des Moines, Henry, and Van Buren counties in Iowa
& Hancock and Henderson counties in Illinois

24/7 on-call nursing staff • Skilled nursing services
Social worker visits • Music & massage therapy
Homecare aide assistance • Volunteer services

Spiritual & grief support

www.LeeCountyHD.org

Lee County Health Department Hospice

Providing comforting end-of-life care since 1989

http://www.leecountyhd.org
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At this time we are offering curbside pick-up for orders over 
$20. Orders can be placed via phone (319-837-6126), email 
(sonnysmarket@hotmail.com) or Facebook messanger (@
sonnyssupermarket). Immediate reaction to Social Media is 
not guaranteed.

Call for curbside pickup
319.837.6126 

327 5th Street, West Point, IA

DONALD R. VAUGHN
Donald R. Vaughn, 89, of rural Lomax, Illinois, passed away at 1:00 p.m., 

Saturday, March 13, 2021, at his home.
Don was born on October 9, 1931, in Terre Haute, Illinois, the son of Dean 

and Helen (Pence) Vaughn. On April 3, 1955, he married Norma 
Jeanne Clark at the Dallas City Christian Church in Dallas City, 
Illinois. She preceded him in death on February 21, 2020.

Don graduated from Terre Haute High School in 1949 as 
Valedictorian. Shortly after high school he enlisted in the U.S. 
Air Force, proudly serving his country from 1951 through 1954. 
Don spent the majority of his military service stationed in 
Greenland and achieved the rank of Staff Sergeant. Following 

his service, he returned home to begin a lifelong career as a farmer on the 
Vaughn family farm. Don also worked as a Pioneer Seed salesman for many 
years. 

He was a member of the American Legion and the Lomax Christian 
Church, where he served as a Trustee as well as on the Church Board. Don 
served as a Henderson County ASCS Committeeman, was 
a member of the Terre Haute High School Alumni Com-
mittee, and was elected to the Dallas City Unit 336 School 
Board in 1964 and then again in 1978.  Don was an avid 
hunter and award-winning trap shooter in his early life, 
and he enjoyed fishing and watching the Chicago Cubs 
later in life.

Survivors include four children, Donna (Brian) Anderson of Fishers, Indi-
ana, Diana (Dale) Helling of Iowa City, Iowa, Denise (Chris) Hanley of Peoria, 
Illinois, and Lance (Danielle) Vaughn of Altoona, Iowa, and five grandchil-
dren, Drew Helling, Meagan and Erin Hanley, and Katie and Lauren Vaughn. 
Also surviving is his sister-in-law, Betty Vaughn, and several nieces and neph-
ews.

Don was preceded in death by his wife, two brothers, Hubert and Haven 
Vaughn, and sister-in-law, Sydney Vaughn Hosford.

A memorial service will be held at 2:00 p.m., Saturday, April 3, 2021, at 
Banks and Beals Funeral Home in Dallas City with Pastor Maxine Dennison 
officiating. Military Rites will follow at the funeral home. Inurnment will be 
held at a later date in Crane Cemetery, near Lomax.

Friends may call from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.  April 3rd at Banks and 
Beals where the family will be present from noon until 2:00 p.m.  Due to 
COVID -19, the family asks that masks be worn. 

A memorial fund has been established for the Lomax Christian Church and 
Beacon of Hope Hospice. To leave a condolence for the family, please visit 
Don’s obituary at banksandbeals.com.

VAUGHN

PATRICIA A. BEAIRD
Patricia “Patty” Ann Beaird, 74, of Keokuk, passed away on Sunday, March 14, 2021, 

at Blessing Hospital in Quincy, Illinois.
Patty was born on September 4, 1946, in West Point, Iowa, the daughter of Harry and 

Louise (Buechel) Vorwaldt. She graduated from high school in 1964 and 
later earned her associate’s degree. Patty married David Patrick Beaird on 
August 26, 1967, in West Point.  She was a medical lab technician at Ke-
okuk Area Hospital for 45 years and a member of the American Society 
for Clinical Pathology.

Patty thoroughly enjoyed flower gardening as well as her indoor flow-
ers, going to antique and second-hand stores and especially treasured 
time spent with her family and grandchildren.

She served on the State of Iowa Victim’s Impact Panel and was a foster parent for 
several years.

Patty is survived by two sons: Patrick (Becky) Beaird and Jason (Jenny) Beaird; grand-
daughters Alaina (Nabih) Beaird and Abbey Beaird; grandson Jacob Beaird; brother 
Melvin (Ruth) Vorwaldt; two nephews, Leroy (Peggy) Vorwaldt and John (Melissa) 
Vorwaldt and two great-nephews, Dustin (Amber) Vorwaldt and Joshua Vorwaldt.

Patty is preceded in death by her parents and her daughter Rebecca Lynn Beaird.
Patty’s life will be celebrated with a funeral service at 2:30 pm on Friday, March 19, 

2021, at DeJong-Greaves-Printy Funeral Home in Keokuk with burial to follow in 
the Catholic section of Oakland Cemetery in Keokuk. For those unable to attend, the 
funeral will be livestreamed on Patty’s obituary page at www.dejongsfuneralhome.com. 
Visitation will be held on Thursday, March 18, from 2-7 pm, with family meeting friends 
from 5-7 pm at the funeral home.

Memorials may be directed to the Multiple Sclerosis Foundation or donor’s choice.
Tributes and condolences may be left at www.dejongsfuneralhome.com. DeJong-

Greaves-Printy Funeral Home of Keokuk is in charge of arrangements.

BEAIRD

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funer-
al homes and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. 
They are also run as submitted by the funeral homes. Reposting of 
obituaries due to changes can only be requested by the submitting 
funeral home and will be assessed a $15 reposting fee.

https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
http://www.fullenkampins.com
http://banksandbeals.com
http://www.dejongsfuneralhome.com
http://www.dejongsfuneralhome.com
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Be Prepared
To Get Vaccinated

When you are given the opportunity to get the COVID vaccine, 
know if this is what you want to do or not – do your research. The 
opportunity will quickly pass as agencies move onto the next
levels.

If you sign up to get vaccinated, be sure to show up during your 
scheduled time.  Once a vial is open, 10 doses must be used within 
6 hours – the goal is not to waste any vaccine.

Continue to follow all recommended public health guidelines. . .for all of us.

This public service announcement brought to you by

PR
OOF
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From the Front

The Tooth Is. . .The Tooth Is. . .
. . .We     Our Patients!. . .We     Our Patients!

www.DrMarkDDS.com
Pothitakis DentistryPothitakis Dentistry

6 Convenient Locations to Serve You

Now Accepting New PatientsNow Accepting New Patients
Fort Madison

Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614
Dr. Jonathan Dingeldein

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry West

319-372-4882
Dr. David Courtney

Dr. Stephanie Heyland
Dr. Mark Pothitakis
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Tony Fullenkamp 
Financial Advisor

1233 Ave H 
Ft Madison, IA 52627 
319-372-8001

 Bonny Buyer, May 7, 2019   9

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA 
52627
Tony@tawins.com

W-2319018

MIDWEST OLD
THRESHERS REUNION

Grandstand Entertainment
Sat. Aug 31st

Joe Diffie

ATTENTION MUSICIANS!
We want YOU! New event in
Montrose, IA starting Sat. May
4th at 1pm behind the Fire
Station at Picken Park. Event
will be held 1st Sat of month
thru Sept. Call Linda Johnson
at 319-795-3675 for more info.

LEARN BASIC HYPNOSIS: 3-
day training seminar, taught by
Master Hypnotist Norma Dav-
is. $100 per person. Call 319-
470-6391 to reserve a seat.
May 22nd, 23rd, & 24th.

HAULING ANY Junk, Metal,
etc. Price by job. Call 319-528-
2807 for more info.

FREE: 4 railroad ties. 319-
463-7519

TO GIVE AWAY: 1 yr. old
round toilet. 319-372-4444

Reach over 111,000
potential local buyers!
Selling an item? We can help!
Call the Bonny Buyer today
to find out how you can get

your item seen by over
111,000 potential locals

buyers with our
MVP network of papers.

(319)372-6421

FOR SALE: 2011 Honda CR-
V EX-L, 78k mi., new Michelin
tires, 4WD, 2.4L engine, moon
roof. 319-212-0269

FOR SALE: 2008 Mitsubishi
Lancer 4-dr. Very clean, GPS.
$4,700 OBO. 319-372-1628 or
319-470-3581

VERY CLEAN, excellent con-
dition: 2012 Ford F150 Crew
Cab XLT 4WD 5.0L V8,
M i l e a g e  9 2 , 2 2 1 ,  V I N
1FTFW1EF8CF343360, tow-
ing camper/pkg, alum wheels,
bed liner, fixed running boards,
power seat.  Make an offer to
The Hub-Co Credit Union, 310
Bank St., Keokuk, IA  52632
by phone, in person or mail.
Asking $18,500.  Accepting of-
fers through 5/10/2019.

FOR SALE: 2007 Ford F-150
XLT Triton package, 4x4, 4.6L
V8, 95,918 mi., tow package,
t i l t  wheel ,  cru ise,  power
locks/windows, red in color
w/black topper. $10,600. 319-
201-0950

FOR SALE: 1999 Toyota Ta-
coma, 114,900 mi., 2WD, pre-
runner, V6, auto., extended
cab, tow package, very good
cond., $6500. 319-470-3981

319-372-5201
Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA
52627
Tony@tawins.com

sending me the safety data sheets on the particular 
detergent that was used.

“He made it sound like it was a mistake and they 
were working on the problem.”

Jesse Harris, a spokesperson for Iowa Fertilizer 
Company, released a statement Tuesday morning, 
stating the substance was harmless.

“As part of our normal manufacturing process, we 
occasionally use a cleaning element that allows us to 
continue producing high-quality fertilizer products, 
while also enhancing the safety of our overall op-
erations. The cleaning element does produce foam 
bubbles and recent high winds unexpectedly blew 
those outside the perimeter of our facility.

“While we have been and will continue to work 
to minimize this from happening any further, it 
is important to underscore that this substance is 
harmless. We apologize for any concerns this may 
have caused among our neighbors and encourage 
anyone who has questions or would like additional 
information to contact us at 515-422-9296.

Iowa Department of Resources Field 6 Supervisor 
Kurt Levetsow said initial reports from residents 
and fertilizer plant leadership lead him to believe 
the substance is harmless.

“You were the first to contact us, but since that 
time we’ve had three other reports,” Levetsow said. 
“It’s not harmful is what we’re hearing from the 
facility.”

Levetsow said he was informed the suds are com-
ing from a sugar-based surfactant that was used in 
the cooling towers. That product generally produc-
es the suds that got caught up in some high winds 
overnight. He said he also requested the Material 
Safety Sheets from the plant and expected to have 
them in his hands Tuesday morning to review.

Brookhiser said she has never seen anything like 
that from the fertilizer plant. She said she could see 
the wind blowing the stack smoke toward her neigh-
borhood as she was driving back from Burlington 
that morning.

“(Adamson) said it was a kind of a unique situa-
tion that was not supposed to happen and they were 
doing everything that can to correct it.

Camalla Briggs, also a neighbor in the area said 
seeing the bubbles in her yard and trees took her 
back to the original community meeting that was 
held where residents were given a “survival pack” 
including duct tape and a flashlight.

Briggs is concerned about the makeup of the bub-
bles that were strewn about her yard and trees. One 

dropping was more than a foot tall and wide.
“Yeah, it’s weird. About a quarter to seven we were 

looking at the window and saw these things that 
looked like snowballs” Briggs said, and then pointed 
to another group of suds floating over her yard.

“And look – see?, there’s one floating over the tree 
see it?

“We don’t know during the night when it hap-
pened. It’s odd because if it’s just suds you’d think it 
would be gone by now. If you put suds in your yard 
it isn’t going to be there for four hours. It’s on the 
plants. We hear it came out of their pipes,” Briggs 
said.

“Something’s faltered.”
Brookhiser said she was concerned about the 

residual effects of the bubbles being on trees and 
plants and the watershed effect. She used a stick to 
pick up some of the suds and put them in a gallon 
sealed bag.

“We have a bee hive and a garden and things that 
chemicals can effect. We’re also in the Lost Creek 
Watershed. It runs through our property on the 
bottom of the hill and then into the river. You’ve 
gotta watershed issue. Maybe it’s not toxic when 
its released into the air, but what happens when 
it’s condensed into the ground and runs off in the 
water.

BUBBLES - Continued from Page 1

Froth was byproduct of sugar-based 
detergent, according to DNR

This is one of the large bubbles found in the 
yard of Wayne and Camalla Briggs of rural 
Wever Tuesday morning. 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
https://www.edwardjones.com/financial-advisor/index.html?CIRN=XuzVgl%2FXdroPysL7z3eNO9tiFzGCeZTUnmQWgYFBD%2BSAh0ylrdsm2H2yi8CRoAP9
mailto:tony%40tawins.com?subject=Wellmark%20Medicare%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
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Classifieds

NOW HIRING
LEE COUNTY CERTIFIED EMS PROVIDERS

Lee County is now accepting applications for full and part-time Iowa certified EMS providers. We 
are a county owned and operated ambulance service providing emergency services to Lee County, 
Iowa as well as critical care transport services.  Our primary full-time schedule is based on a 24-
48 rotation with a  Kelly Day, flexible scheduling for part-time employment.  Strong progressive 
protocols, new fleet power load equipped.  Starting wage EMT $15.82 per hour, $42,777.28 per 
year.  Starting wage paramedic $20.16 per hour, $54,512.64 per year, based on a 48-hour full-time 
work week.  2% wage increases annually for three years.  10 cents per hour increase for every year 
of EMS experience after your first year.  Benefit package includes health insurance through Blue 
Cross Blue Shield (80/20 plan), chiropractic, prescription plan, annual wellness, vision, dental, life, 
protection class IPERS, optional 401K, Aflac, Lee County Credit Union.  Annual uniform allow-
ance provided.  In house continuing education provided. Positions will start July 1, 2021.

Paramedic Qualifications:
• High School Diploma (GED or High School Equivalence Certificate)
• Current IDPH-BETS EMS Certification at the Paramedic level
• Valid Driver’s License/insurable
• Current BLS
• Current ACLS
• Current PALS   

EMT Qualifications:
• High School Diploma (GED or High School Equivalence Certificate)
• Current IDPH-BETS EMS Certification at the EMT level
• Valid Driver’s License/insurable
• Current BLS

Applicants must be eligible to work in the U.S. Veterans will be given preference but all candidates 
will be considered.  Applications and job descriptions may be found online at www.leecounty.
org and may be also obtained at the Lee County Auditor’s Office, 933 Avenue H, Fort Madison 
Iowa.  Applications accepted through April 5, 2021 at 4:00 p.m. Complete background check, drug 
screening and post-offer physical required. Lee County is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Please mail or email applications to or for more information:

Lee County EMS 
Attn: Dennis Cosby, EMS Director

933 Avenue H, PO Box 190
Fort Madison, Iowa 52627

dcosby@leecounty.org
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ASSISTANT 
COUNTY

ATTORNEY

JOB DESCRIPTION:
The Lee County Attorney is 
accepting applications for 
a full-time Assistant County 
Attorney. Primary duties in-
volve all aspects of trial work 
including daily court appear-
ances, assistance with inves-
tigations; charging of criminal 
cases; interaction and train-
ing with law enforcement, 
victim and witness contact, 
representing the State at 
hearings, trials, and in other 
legal proceedings; and oth-
er duties as assigned. The 
duties of this position may 
change as determined by the 
County Attorney.

REQUIREMENTS:
Graduation from an accredit-
ed law school and admission 
to practice law in the State 
of Iowa with a law license in 
good standing and no history 
of discipline.

Must be able to simultane-
ously handle multiple areas 
of responsibility with minimal 
supervision, properly priori-
tizing tasks and duties as dic-
tated by changing demands. 
Must be able to simultane-
ously advance all assigned 
cases in a large trial case-
load.

Prior trial experience and 
prosecution experience is 
preferred but not required.

SALARY:
Salary range to start at 
$71,300.00 per year com-
mensurate with experience, 
as well as a competitive ben-
efits package. 

Applicants should submit, by 
email or mail, a cover letter, 
resume, writing sample, and 
three references to:

Ross J. Braden
Lee County Attorney

710 Avenue F
Fort Madison, Iowa 52627

rbraden@leecounty.org

Applications must be re-
ceived by March 19, 2021 at 
4:30 PM.

Lee County is an
equal opportunity employer

NOW HIRING seasonal em-
ployees for the greenhouse 
and delivery route drivers 
(CDL & non-CDL positions 
available).  Looking for moti-
vated, happy people that en-
joy working with plants and 
don’t mind a little dirt.  Are 
you ready to work and be a 
part of our team? 

For application stop by 
2094 303rd Avenue

Fort Madison, IA 52627

HELP WANTED

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS
LEE COUNTY

SECONDARY ROADS

ENGINEERING 
TECHNICIAN 
SUPERVISOR

Lee County is taking appli-
cations for an Engineering 
Technician Supervisor to 
work out of our Fort Madi-
son, Iowa office.  Duties will 
include: to direct and oversee 
the work of a small crew of 
engineering technicians, per-
form research and fieldwork 
for land surveys, engineer-
ing surveys, and construc-
tion surveys; drawing plans 
and preparing specifications, 
conduct inspections of work 
performed by contractors, 
and preparing right-of-way 
descriptions and drawings 
for the purchase of land to 
improve and construct road-
ways and operate survey 
equipment. 

Lee County provides equal 
opportunity in employment 
to all persons regardless of 
age, race, creed, color, sex, 
national origin, religion or dis-
ability.

To apply, download an ap-
plication from our county 
website, www.leecounty.
org or request one from the 
Engineer office, and return 
your completed application, 
along with a resume to:   Lee 
County Engineer, P.O. Box 
158, Fort Madison, IA 52627, 
or email it to engineer@lee-
county.org  Applications will 
be accepted until  4:30 p.m., 
Monday, March 22, 2021.                                                                                              

If you have any questions 
please contact Lee County 
Engineer, Ben Hull, at (319) 
372-2541 or email him at en-
gineer@leecounty.org .

Place your ad
online 24/7

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

LEE COUNTY 
SECONDARY 

ROADS

ASSISTANT TO 
ENGINEER

Lee County is taking appli-
cations for an Assistant to 
Engineer to work out of our 
Fort Madison, Iowa office. 
Duties will include conduct-
ing National Bridge Inspec-
tion Standards inspections 
of in-service bridges, prepar-
ing engineering plans and 
specifications for road-relat-
ed construction or mainte-
nance projects and serving 
as project lead inspector on 
construction projects, includ-
ing directing and supervising 
contractors and County em-
ployees.  Wage based on ex-
perience and qualifications.

Lee County provides equal 
opportunity in employment 
to all persons regardless of 
age, race, creed, color, sex, 
national origin, religion or dis-
ability.

To apply, download an ap-
plication from our county 
website, www.leecounty.
org or request one from the 
Engineer office, and return 
your completed application, 
along with a resume to:   Lee 
County Engineer, P.O. Box 
158, Fort Madison, IA 52627, 
or email it to engineer@lee-
county.org  Applications will 
be accepted until  4:30 p.m., 
Monday, March 22, 2021.                                                                                              

If you have any questions 
please contact Lee County 
Engineer, Ben Hull, at (319) 
372-2541 or email him at en-
gineer@leecounty.org .

YOUR 
AD 

HERE
319.371.4125

mailto:dcosby%40leecounty.org?subject=EMS%20Providers%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
mailto:jessica%40holtkamps.com?subject=Sales%20Help%20Wanted%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
mailto:rbraden@leecounty.org
https://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://www.leecounty.org
http://www.leecounty.org
mailto:engineer@leecounty.org
mailto:engineer@leecounty.org
mailto:engineer@leecounty.org
mailto:engineer@leecounty.org
http://www.leecounty.org
http://www.leecounty.org
mailto:engineer@leecounty.org
mailto:engineer@leecounty.org
mailto:engineer@leecounty.org
mailto:engineer@leecounty.org
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/


Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet 
with free YMCA mem-
bership included. 2 
bedrooms, some with 
decks/patio. Stove, 
refrigerator, dishwash-
er, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. 
Very affordable securi-
ty deposit $300. Must 
pass background & 
credit checks (no felo-
nies). Large backyard 

with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet neighbor-
hood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 850 sq. 
ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 sq. ft. 
units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry rooms 
have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in all build-
ings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-750-3115 
for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty Co.
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Classifieds

SHOPClassifieds
Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

APARTMENTS FOR RENT Follow
Us

@pencitycurrent

on your favorite
social media platforms

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

SO CAN YOU.

http://www.KeywayManagement.com
http://www.KeywayManagement.com
http://www.KeywayManagement.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com
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Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!

Agent Info

If someone is hurt on your property, is your 
business protected? 

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying 
claim costs beyond where your business insurance 
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today 
because when your world is protected – it’s business  
as usual.

Don’t Let 
Your Business 

Slip Away

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Disclosure

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)
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Generations of Great Service

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328

All Areas: 877-380-4328
www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Full Service HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison, Burlington, and surrounding 

areas with over 30 Years Experience!

• 24 Hour Service
• Never An Overtime Charge

• FREE Estimates
• Servicing All Makes

YOUR
AD

HERE
Call Lee

(319) 371.4125

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Vinyl Banners

Art
Supplies

Flyers

Posters

Office 
Furniture

B
usiness 

Form
s

Trifold Brochures

P
hoto

C
orrection

Coffee 
Mugs

Office 
Supplies

Printing

T-Shirt Printing

B
usiness C

ards

ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

http://www.pencitycurrent.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/EternelleBeauteFullServiceSalon/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/


DO 
YOUR 
PART

Great River Regional
Waste Authority

urges you
to wear gloves

when moving bins 
or residential trash pick-up.

Workers can touch
over 2000 bins a day

before even touching yours.
Don’t forget to wash your hands 

after bringing in your bin!

WWW.GRRWA.COM

for your 
community
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From the Front

TENTS & ACCESSORIES

Save 20%

on your tent rental
when paid in full during the month of March

Complete Rental
(319) 372-8105

www.CompleteRentalFM.com

In 2017, the Legislature 
amended Iowa law to require 
information from the personnel 
files of government employees 
to be made public if certain 
disciplinary action is taken. 
With the change, the law says 
the “documented reasons and 
rationale” for firing or demoting 
an employee, or for the employ-
ee resigning in lieu of termina-
tion, must be made public. 

But if the employee is not demoted to a lower job classification, then the public typically re-
mains in the dark — although police chiefs, sheriffs and top officials of other law enforcement 
agencies have authority, but no obligation, to share the disciplinary action they take against 
employees. 

Some recent cases show the need for more transparency: 
• KATIE AKIN: One day after Andrea Sahouri’s arrest, another Register reporter, Katie 

Akin, covered a Black Lives Matter protest on the grounds of the Iowa Capitol. She was stand-
ing well away from the demonstrators, recording video and narrating the events. 

As police officers and Iowa State Patrol troopers started moving in a line to clear demon-
strators from the Capitol grounds, Akin began retreating to get farther away. You can hear her 
repeatedly telling officers, “I’m press! I’m press! I’m with the Register! “I’m going! I’m going! 
I’m press!” 

Suddenly, you see a Des Moines police officer rush up and pepper-spray her in the face. She 
shrieks in pain. 

The newspaper asked the police department to conduct an internal review of the officer’s 
actions. Officials agreed. But nine months later, the newspaper has been told nothing about 
that investigation — or even if it occurred. There has been no announcement of whether the 
officer was reprimanded or cleared of any misconduct. 

• STEPHANIE SWARTZ: Des Moines police officer Stephanie Swartz exited Interstate 
Highway 235 at 42nd Street on a December night in 2019. There was a red light at the inter-
section, and a sign warned, “No Right Turn on Red.”  

Swartz was on her cellphone and made the turn anyway. Her police car struck Shirley 
Streiber, 70, who was crossing the intersection on a “Walk” light with her dog. Streiber suf-
fered a concussion. 

Swartz did not receive a ticket for her improper turn. Instead, police said she was disci-
plined — although officials refused to say what that punishment was. 

• TRAFFIC STOP: On the evening of July 15, 2018, officers Kyle Thies and Natalie Heine-
mann pulled over a car near a Des Moines city park after it supposedly rolled through a stop 
sign after being in the park after hours. 

For the next 15 minutes, Thies grilled the driver, Montray Little, and his passenger, Jared 
Clinton. The men were compliant and polite as Thies repeatedly told them he suspected they 
had marijuana and a gun — accusations they denied. 

Thies ordered Little out or the car and threatened to take him to jail if he didn’t comply. 
Little was handcuffed, but no gun or marijuana was found in the car. The men finally were 
released without any tickets. 

The men filed a civil rights lawsuit against the city, alleging they were victims of racial 
profiling. The city paid $75,000 to settle, but taxpayers do not know whether Thies and Heine-
mann faced any discipline. 

Law officers have much more authority over the lives of Iowans than other government em-
ployees have. Officers can deprive people of their liberty by arresting them, and officers have 
the ultimate power, the use of deadly force. 

It’s time for lawmakers to require state and local governments to make public the outcome 
of citizen complaints and internal investigations of job-performance allegations against offi-
cers. It’s good government — and common sense.

Randy Evans is executive director of the Iowa Freedom of Information Council and can be 
reached at DMRevans2810@gmail.com. Pen City Current is a member of the IFOIC.

Police, sheriff discipline needs more light
RANDY EVANS - Continued from Page 1
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