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Visiting Teacher
program opens
eyes at HTC

Spanish teacher on
five-year program,
but would like more

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - A visiting teacher
program has opened the eyes of a
Spanish nationalist to more than just the
educational system of the United States.

Eva Piquer, the new Spanish teacher
at Holy Trinity Catholic is currently on a
J-1 Visa as part of the Visiting Teachers
From Spain program.

The program works
in conjunction with the
Spanish Department of
Education and the Iowa
Department of Education.

The IDOE sponsors
the visas for the teachers
who are allowed up to
five consecutive years teaching in Iowa’s
private and public school systems.

Piquer said the J-1 visa is good for
three years and then teachers in the ex-
change can apply for a J-2 and J-3 for the
additional two years.

But after those extensions the teachers
are required to go back to their home
country and share what they've learned
in the United States school systems.

“Maybe in the bottom of their hearts
they think it’s better here so they want
us to come here and then apply it there,”
Piquer said.

Piquer was one of 10 families that
moved to Iowa to teach through the
program. The teachers applied to the
state they were interested in and then
the schools picked the candidates they
wanted.

“They sent a list to the schools and
they could choose, and they chose me,’
Piquer said. “We couldn’t choose, but I
feel very, very lucky to have come to this
high school. I would like to stay here five
years in the principal will have me”

She applied for the program, which has
been in existence since 1978, last year,

PIQUER

See TEACHER, page 8
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Fort Madison firefighters, including Fire Chief Joey Herren, left,
and police officers stand by as a mother tries to coax her son off a
roof Wednesday morning in Fort Madison. The child was eventually
brought down safely by his mother without injury.

Holtkamp, McCrabb added to LCEDG board

BY PCC STAFF

MONTROSE - The Lee County
Economic Development Group has
announced that Pat McCrabb and Bob
Holtkamp have joined
the group’s board of
directors.

McCrabb is the
General Manager at J]
Nichting Co. in Pilot
Grove, and Holtkamp
is the owner of Holt-
kamp’s Floors Decor & Furniture in
Fort Madison.

McCrabb brings the rural ag sector
perspective to the board, being the

McCRABB

General Manager at J]
Nichting Company, a
farm equipment dealer
out of Pilot Grove, since
2015. “I'm happy to be
part of this board,” said
McCrabb. “The agricul-
ture industry is a key
part of Lee County’s economy, and I
am looking forward to getting more
involved.”

Holtkamp is actively involved in the
county.

“Being born and raised in Fort
Madison and now owning my own

HOLTKAMP

See LCEDG, page 5

Defining art
can be tricky
propisition

Art takes many forms. Quite often it’s
the 2D variety that hangs on a wall that
people most associate as fine art. Paint-
ings or prints livening an otherwise blank
space. Or a piece of sculpture displayed
just so to activate the space around it.

Art beautifies our homes, offices and
public spaces. It can be uplifting or
thought provoking. Some can find them-
selves lost in a work. Others don’t even
give it a glance. Art is subjective. What
artists choose to make, and what people
choose to engage, are all dictated by a
myriad of personal response. At its core,
art is personal.

Art taps into the creative energy of
artists to produce boundless results and
it manifests in countless ways. Installa-
tions (most often displayed in Galleries or
Museums), including materials, sound, or
lighting the artist chooses to best con-
vey the concept. Public art beautifies a
space, or acts as a monument to signify an
accomplishment or a moment in time to
be remembered now by all. Artistic social
practice that advocates. Artisan makers
who blow glass, or potters, or fiber artists,
metal or wood crafters. Jewelers. Tradi-
tional studio artists. Digital artists. Perfor-
mance artists. Designers. Photographers.
And the list goes on.

The point is, that when considering
What is Art? it could well be beyond your
first inclination. Early people started with
primitive cave painting, personal adorn-
ments, and portable carvings. Original
indigenous around the world included
designs on baskets used to gather or store
food. Pottery and everyday items became
vehicles for design elements. Early forays
into expressing ourselves and our ideas

See FMAAA, page 5
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Obituaries

OBITUARIES

DOROTHY STURM

Dorothy Sturm, 80, of Keokuk, IA died Saturday, August 28, 2021 at her home.

She was born June 19, 1941 in Kahoka, MO the son of daughter of Avard Loxly and
Katherine Margret Washburn Kober.

Dorothy graduated from CCR-1 High School in Kahoka, MO with the
class of 1960.

On April 12, 1971 Dorothy was united in marriage to Bill Sturm in
Carthage, IL. He preceded her in death on October 15, 1994.

Dorothy had been employed by Sheller Globe/BTR/Henniges for thir-
ty-eighty years until her retirement in 2003.

STURM She was a member of St. Paul United Church of Christ in Kahoka.

Dorothy enjoyed puzzle books and reading romance books. She loved
watching figure skating on television and when it came to NASCAR, Dale Earnhardt,
Jr. was her favorite driver.

She is survived by three sons, Avard Roberts (Valerie) of Keokuk, Gary Roberts
(Jeanine) of Crawfordsville, IA and Gene Roberts(Traci Sackman) of Kahoka, eight
grandchildren, Jeremy, Josh, Randy, Sam, Candy, Dusty, Erin and Davy and eighteen
great-grandchildren, Landon, Natty, Arie, Thaydon, Everly, Mia, Payton, Jonathan,

Kaylan, Izzy, Emmy, Alex, Adilyn, Carter, Gary, Kelton, Donovan, Jasper and Zayden.
She is also survived by two sisters, Shirley Asher of Navarre, FL and Nola Edens of
Donnellson, IA and her close friends, Rodger and Janet Butler.

Besides her husband, she was also preceded in death by one daughter, Mary Sturm

and five siblings, Aileen Blaise, Fredrick Washburn, Richard Washburn, William Wash-
burn and Mary Washburn.
; ; A graveside service will be held at 12:15 p.m., Wednesday, at the Kahoka Cemetery
In need Of a f ew Cleanlng Sup p ll €s in Kahoka, MO with Pastor Larry Wallingford officiating.
Visitation will be held prior to the service on Wednesday, from 10 a.m.-12 p.m., at
the Vigen Memorial Home in Kahoka, MO with family meeting with friends at that
time.

Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.

spray paint, weed killer, etc?

at our Swap Shop in our

Household Hazardous Waste facility. MILO H. SCHRADER

i M. -Fri Milo Henry Schrader, 78, Farmer’s Branch, TX and formerly of Montrose, IA, 9
Our Swap Shop 1S Op en Onday rlday passed away on Sunday, August 29, 2021 at T. Boone Pickens Hospice & Palliative

Care Center in Dallas, TX. He was born on November 29, 1942 in Fort Madison,
IA to Clifford & Margaret Mewes Schrader. He was a truck driver for
many years and enjoyed model building and spending time with his

at our main Facility in Fort Madison. grandchildren.

&

during regular business hours

) Milo is survived by: his companion: Janice Palmer of Farmer’s
S top mn the Scale house to le t the m knOW Branch, TX; 1-daughter: Stephanie Essmaker of Thornton, CO; 3-sons:
Terry (Debbie) Schrader of Donnellson, IA, Mike (Nikki) Schrader of
you want to look through the swap shop, sonraper  Keokuk, IA & Barry (Brenda) Schrader of Donnellson, IA; 11-grand-
children; 4-step grandchildren & 7-great grandchildren. He was
and they wi l l get someone to help you!! preceded in death by: his parents, 1-granddaughter, 2-brothers & 1-sister.

Friends may call after 2:00 p.m. on Monday, September 6, 2021 with the family
to receive friends from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. on Monday evening at King-Lynk Funer-
al Home & Crematory. The funeral service will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday,
September 7, 2021 at King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory. Burial will be held at
Fairview Cemetery in rural Fort Madison, IA. A memorial has been established in

Milo’s memory. Condolences to the Schrader family may be left at the King-Lynk
Funeral Home & Crematory website: www.kinglynk.com.
@pencitycurrent
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ELFRIEDE A. HARMON

Elfriede Anna (Paar) Harmon, of Keokuk, IA, passed away peacefully in her sleep on
Saturday, August 28, 2021 at Montrose Health Center in Montrose, IA at the age of 84.

She was born January 9, 1937, in Zwittau, Czechoslovakia, the second child of Johan
Paar and Emilie (Filipp) Paar. At fourteen years old Frieda rode her
bicycle to work at a cheese factory. If it got dark, her dad would meet
her and walk her home to make sure she was safe. At sixteen, Frieda
worked in a factory making jewelry but had to quit because she was
allergic to the materials to make the jewelry. At seventeen, Frieda went
to work at a textile factory making bed linens.

Frieda met her future husband, Roy James Harmon, at a spring fair
and carnival in Augsburg, West Germany, white he was stationed there
as an Army helicopter mechanic. There were united in marriage on February 12, 1960
at the German registrar in Augsburg and on February 13, 1960, in the Catholic Church
in Diedorf, West Germany. After Roy’s discharge from the Army, they returned to the
states and made their home in Keokuk, IA. Frieda later became a U.S. citizen. She
primarily was a homemaker except for a year she worked in a nursing home but had to
quit because she had a tough time when a resident would pass away.

Frieda had many hobbies including knitting, exercising, dancing and home im-
provement. She took extreme pride in her house and yard. She loved spending time
with her children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren and great-great-grandchild.

She loved her many dogs throughout her life. Frieda appreciated her in-laws love and
acceptance into the Harmon family being she was from Germany.

She is survived by one son, James Roy Harmon and wife Theresia of Keokuk, one
daughter, Gina Maria Harmon of Keokuk, three grandchildren, Amy Kelly, Cheri Kelly
and her husband Nathan and Andrew Harmon and his wife Amber all of Keokuk,
eleven great-grandchildren, Brooklyn Ackley, Josh Ackley, Phoenix Harmon, Ashton
Harmon, Ethan Kelly, Addison Kelly, Noah Kelly, Andreas Harmon, Gabriella Kel-
ly, Haydrian Harmon and James Harmon and one great-great-grandchild, Brighton
Ackley. Frieda was anxiously awaiting the birth of her twelfth great-grandchild. She is
also survived by three sisters, Inge (Paar) Mohler and her husband Korre, Traudl Paar
and Ursula (Paar) Kretschmann all of Germany, one brother-in-law Dale Harmon and
his wife Betsy of Palm Coast, FL, three sisters-in-law, Gloria Harmon of Keokuk, Rose
Harmon of Elburn, IL, Peggy Harmon of Alexandria, Mo and nieces and nephews.
6 She was preceded in death by her husband, Roy James Harmon, her parents, her

grandparents, her mother and father-in-law, James Fredrick and Wilma Alberta
(Fowler) Harmon, one sister Hermie (Paar) Meek and her husband Hans, one brother
Hansel Paar, and two brothers-in-law, Leslie Harmon and Walter Harmon

The family would like to thank all the individuals that helped take care of Frieda the
last few years, her granddaughter, Cheri Kelly, great-granddaughter Brooklyn Ackley,
granddaughter-in-law, Amber Harmon, Janet Symonds, Jeriann Morgan, Barb Baird
and especially her daughter-in-law Theresia Harmon.

Funeral services will be held at 1 p.m., Wednesday at the Vigen Memorial Home in
Keokuk with Pastor John Heath officiating. Burial will be in the Oakland Cemetery in
Keokuk.

Visitation will be held on Wednesday from noon- 1 p.m. at the funeral home with
family meeting with friends at that time.

Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.

HARMON

GRACE M. HARRIS

Grace Marie Harris, 92 years, passed away Friday, August 27, 2021, at The Kens-
ington, Fort Madison, Iowa. She was born December 9, 1928, in Fort Madison,
a daughter of Hollice Sr. and Elvia (Wilkerson) Clark. On November 6, 1971, she

married Charles S Harris Sr. in Fort Madison. He preceded her in
death.

Grace was a loving mother and exceptional role model to her chil-
dren and family. She loved meeting, hugging, and holding all of her
new grandbabies and they loved and cherish the memories of their

many visits of spending holidays and summers at grandma’s house.
She worked as an inspector for Dial Corporation for 17 years. She
was a grievance secretary for the USCW Union. She was a member of
Joy Baptist Church, she held various executive positions with The National Associ-
ation for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), and was secretary of the
Democrat Party in Iowa.

She is survived by one son: Gordon Beecham of Ankeny, Iowa; six daughters: Mrs.
Deborah (Peter) Humphrey of Hayward, California, Theresa Burrough of Lee’s Sum-
mit, Missouri, Dr. Rosalyn Beecham-Green of Chapel Hill, North Carolina, Mrs.
Ruth (John) Hairston of Cordova, Tennessee, Mrs. Janice (Julius) Cousin of Chicago,
Illinois, Mrs. Stacey (Lew) Montgomery of Cedar Rapids, Iowa; one step-son; Geoff
Harris of Moline, Illinois; one brother, Hollice Clark of Fort Madison; 24 grand-
children; 19 great grandchildren; nieces, nephews and cousins. She was preceded
in death by her parents, husband, three sons: Richard Beecham, Clarence Steven
Beecham, and Aaron Beecham; one daughter, Johanna Beecham Williams; one step-
son, Gregory S. Harris; two step-daughters, Teri Harris and Traci Harris; four sisters:
Ruth Webster, Blanch Bates, Kathryn Clark, and Martha Lackey; five brothers: The-
odore Clark, James Hayden Clark, Russel Clark, Allen Clark, and Robert Clark: one
grandson, Lucas Montgomery and one granddaughter, Valerie Burnough.

Visitation will be held from 2 - 5 pm Thursday, September 2, 2021 at Barr Memo-
rial Chapel, Fort Madison. A private family funeral service will be held later at Joy
Baptist Church, with burial at the Keokuk National Cemetery, Keokuk, Iowa. Masks
and Social Distancing are required by the family. A memorial has been established
for Joy Baptist Church, contributions left at or mailed to the Barr Memorial Chapel,
1919 Ave F, Fort Madison, Iowa 52627. Barr Memorial Chapel is honored to serve
the Harris family and online condolences may be at www.barrmemorialchapel.com.

HARRIS

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funer-
al homes and they run the day they are submitted in most cases.
They are also run as submitted by the funeral homes. Reposting of
obituaries due to changes can only be requested by the submitting
funeral home and will be assessed a $15 reposting fee.
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For the Record

Fort Madison
Police Report
08/30/21 — 4:58 a.m. — Fort
Madison Police responded

to a report of a property
damage accident in the
800 block of Avenue E.
08/30/21 - 8:06 a.m. — Fort
Madison Police responded
to a report of vandalism in

the 1700 block of Avenue B.

08/30/21 — 9:46 a.m. — Fort
Madison Police responded
to a report of vandalism in

the 1700 block of Avenue H.

08/30/21 — 12:15 p.m.

— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report

of vandalism in the 600
block of Avenue E.
08/30/21 — 1:18 p.m. — Fort
Madison Police responded
to a report of a person-

al injury accident in the
1900 block of Avenue H.
08/30/21 — 3:59 p.m.

— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report

of a larceny/theft in the
700 block of Avenue G.
08/30/21 — 4:19 p.m. — Fort
Madison Police responded
to a report of vandalism in
the 900 block of Avenue E.
08/30/21 — 5:38 p.m.

— Fort Madison Police

eresponded to areportof a

stolen vehicle in the 6000
block of Reve Court.
08/30/21 - 7:11 p.m. — Fort
Madison Police responded
to a report of vandalism in
the 3400 block of Avenue L.
08/30/21 — 11:03 p.m.

— Fort Madison Police
arrested Scott Edward
Graham, 56, of Fort Mad-
ison, in the 100 block of
18th Street on a charge of
public intoxication. He was
taken to Lee County Jail.
08/31/21 - 6:37 a.m.

— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report of

a stolen vehicle in the

100 block of Avenue G..
08/31/21 — 4:23 p.m. — Fort
Madison Police cited An-
thony Steven Paul Brown,
19, of Fort Madison, at the
police station on a charge
of disorderly conduct.
08/31/21 — 4:48 p.m. — Fort
Madison Police cited Josh-
ua Edwin James Hartman,
36, of Fort Madison, in

the 4500 block of Avenue
O, on a charge of driv-

ing while suspended.
09/01/21 — 4:20 a.m.

— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report of

a burglary in the 1200
block of 23rd Street.

Lee County
Sheriff’'s Report
08/30/21 - 11:07 a.m. - Lee

County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Desiree Kristina
Trent, 28, of Keokuk, at the
Keokuk Police Department
on a warrant for violation

of parole. She was tak-

en to Lee County Jail.
08/30/21 — 10:26 p.m. — Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Nicholas Louis

Hocker, 39, of Montrose,
at the sheriff’s office, on a
charge of 4th degree crimi-
nal mischief. He was taken
to the Lee County Jail.
08/31/21 - 9:58 a.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Teresa Oleta
Michelle Weldon, 27, of Ke-
okuk, at the sheriff's office
on a warrant for 2nd-degree
criminal mischief. She was
taken to Lee County Jail
and released on bond.
08/31/21 — 4:07 p.m. — Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
responded to a report of

a two-vehicle accident in
the 1300 block of Hwy.
218. According to the
report a vehicle driven by
Terry Ray Parsons, 61, of
Kahoka, Mo., was traveling
south and swerved into
the inside lane striking a
vehicle driven by Thomas
McKenna, 62, of Florida.
No injuries were reported
and Parsons was cited for
failure to maintain control.
08/31/21 — 6:53 p.m. — Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested James Eugene
Martindale, 56, of Don-
nellson, no location given,
on warrants for voluntary
absence from custody, and
judgment holds. He was
taken to Lee County Jail.
Those listed above are
charged on a suspicion of
a crime and are presumed
innocent until proven

guilty in a court of law

Hounds, HTC open season

with Bondurant tourney

No. 9 Crusaders go 4-2, while Fort Madison
finishes Skip Anderson Tournament 1-5

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON - Fort Madison High School first-year coach Kelly Knus-
trom and Holy Trinity Coach Melissa Freesmeier took their respective squads to
the annual Skip Anderson Tournament at Bondurant-Farrar over the weekend.

Despite going 1-5 in the season opener, the Bloodhounds got solid perfor-
mances from some girls seeing their first varsity action.

Fort Madison went 1-5 on the day recording a win over Woodward Granger in
two sets. The losses came in straight sets to Class 4A No. 11 Bondurant-Farrar,
Pella-Christian, Boone, and Class 5A No. 14 Des Moines Roosevelt. The Hounds
lost in a tie breaker to Gilbert.

Eve Ruble and Anna Lynk combined for 25 kills and couple blocks during
the tournament. Madison Pirri led the Hounds defensively with 40 digs. Taylor
Johnson had 10 blocks on the weekend and Molly Knipe led from the setters spot
with 39 assists.

Holy Trinity Catholic (No. 9 Class 1A) went 4-2 at the weekend tourney and
got a good look at some heavy hitters around the state.

The Crusaders opened with a win over Boone (21-3, 21-11) and then were
knocked off by Class 4A No. 2 Waverly-Shellrock 9-21, 14-21.

In the third round of play, HTC got by Williamsburg in two sets needing a cou-
ple extra points in the first set to win 23-21 and then won 21-17 to get the match.

Class 4A No. 9 Pella was up next and gave the Lady Crusaders their only other
loss on the weekend 12-21, 18-21.

HTC won the final two matches with a 21-9, 22-20 win over Carroll, and a 21-
10, 21-15 win over Gilbert.

Sophomore Natalie Randolph led the Crusaders offensively with 23 kills on 67
attacks. She also has 25 digs and 4 blocks. Senior Kassi Randolph and Mary Kate

Bendlage each had 16 kills. Kassi Randolph helped out with 36 assists and had 27 9

digs covering a lot of the court for the Crusaders.

Brooke Mueller coming off an injured thumb she suffered during the final
weeks of softball, had 10 kills on 48 attempts and was 35 of 38 serving with three
aces. Anna Sobczak led the Crusaders defensively with 45 digs from her libero
spot.

The Crusaders open the home season Thursday against Danville at Shottenkirk
Gym.

AGGIDENT & INJURY LAW

Fighting to get you
the compensation you deserve.

320 North 3rd Street, Suite 100, Burlington, Iowa 52601-0337

1603 Main Street, Keokuk, 1A 52632

www.PothitakisLaw.com
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From the Front/ Sports

Digital avenues give
artists more chances
to monetize work

FMAAA - Continued from Page 1

Central Lee girls open year with sweep

BY PCC STAFF aces. Hopp had eight blocks on the night. Alivia Myhre,

playing in her first season with the Hawks had three
kills and three blocks.

Macy Watkins had 31 assists and served 9 of 10 with
an ace. Alix Congdon was a perfect 11 of 11 from the
service line with two aces and seven digs. Sophie Turn-
er was 11 for 13 serving with two aces and a couple
digs.

The Hawks get right into things on Thursday with a
trip to Class 1A No. 3 New London on Thursday night.

DONNELLSON - The Central Lee Lady Hawks
opened play Monday night with a sweep of Keokuk in
three sets.

The Hawks won 25-21, 25-22, 25-16 behind the net
play of Makayla Morrison who went 14 of 17 attacking
with 14 kills. She also served 10 of 11 with an ace and
had a couple digs, defensively.

Meghan Hopp was a perfect 12 of 12 hitting with 11
kills and an assist. She also served 8 for 10 with three

Keokuk takes three from Lady Hounds

recorded in some form to be able to interact with again
and again.

Today, we see the rise of NFTs - non fungible tokens
— art that most often exists only in digital form. Occa-
sionally it is a reproduced image of an original 2D or 3D
work, but usually it is art originated in digital form. As a
computer file, an NFT can just as readily be the winning
shot of a game as it is a painstakingly designed image.

To become an NFT involves a few more steps than
just posting the image for sale. Because images are so
readily copied and reshared soon there is nothing of
value to point to. You may capture the lucky moment
and are the first to post, but if the image or clip gets
copied and reshared, then you only are left with brag-

ging rights. To monetize it, that original “version” of the

image is ascribed into a blockchain. It can be sold with
sale details recorded for posterity for someone to look
at in a digital wallet over and over along with the actual
bragging rights of ownership.

Like all art, NFTs do not disappoint in their person-
ally subjective variety. From 8bit (highly pixelated) and
poorly designed kitsch, to exceptionally conceived 4D
works of animation and sound, there is an NFT for

every taste and price point. And now, this form of visual

art is evolving the transactional nature of art as well.
Artists can embed future income in the sales pro-
cess much like a recording artist or an actor. What has
egenerally held true through all of history is that the
visual artist is compensated just once for the artwork.
Their name splashed across the canvas may drive the
resale value higher, but the artist rarely benefits. Now if
the work trades again, the artist may be able to receive
a royalty should the recorded contract define a residual
payment or a retained percentage of ownership. Paying
royalties on the sale of physical art where the value of
the work has appreciated has become a rather standard
practice in Europe in recent decades. Now making its

way into a global phenomenon via the NFT craze. Artist

may find themselves not starving (as much anyway) if

art sales contracts can provide a residual income stream

from a body of work like actors and recording artists.
So... What is Art? It continues to evolve and artists
along with it.
Lori Illner Greene is director of Fort Madison Area
Arts Association and a monthly contributor to Pen City
Current.
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Tables & Chairs
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KEOKUK - The Keokuk Chiefs took three sets from
Fort Madison Tuesday night in Keokuk

The Lady Hounds lost 17-25, 13-25, 18-25 behind
11 of 12 hitting from Eve Ruble and 13 of 18 hitting
from Anna Lynk. Lynk led Fort Madison with six kills,
while Ruble added two and two solo blocks.

Molly Knipe was 7 of 9 serving with two aces. She
also had a couple digs and eight assists covering the
floor for Fort Madison. Alana Simpson and Madison
Pirri combined to go a perfect 10 of 10 serving. Pirri
had seven digs defensively.

The Hounds next game is the home opener against
Fairfield on Tuesday at the Hound Dome.

Fort Madison won the junior varsity and freshman

matches.

In the jayvee contest, Lauryn Helmick was 5-5 hit-
ting and had 2 kills. She was also 13-16 serving with
two aces. Taylor Johnson added two blocks and Aija
Jenkins had a couple kills and was 6-6 serving with
two aces in the 25-17, 25-14 sweep.

Mazie Hotop was 14-14 serving and had four ace,
while Dalaney Walker was 11-12 serving with four
aces. Elle Ruble was 10-12 serving with a couple aces
and Amy Yasenchock went 8-8 serving with three
aces.

In the freshman games, Fort Madison won 25-7, 25-
16. Ava Barnes was 14 of 15 serving with three aces.
Dacee Marshall went 12 of 13 at the line with five aces.

LCEDG seats new board members, officers

>

LCEDG- Continued from Page 1

business here, I want what is best for Lee County as a
whole,” said Holtkamp. “I've been an investor and have
been watching what they do the past few years, which
sparked my interest in getting involved. Being able to
join this board is an honor, and I look forward to help-
ing out as much as I can”

Effective July 1st, the new executive board was voted
in, consisting of Scott Smith as Immediate Past Chair,
Jenny Steffensmeier Board Chair, Michael Mohrfeld as
Vice-Chair, Bob Huffman Jr. as Treasurer.

The executive board serves one-year terms in their

Enjoy some outdoor time in the cooler
weather with these September specials

0

Lawn & Garden

Mention this ad at time of reservation. Tables & Chairs offer valid through September 1-11, 2021 only;
Lawn & Garden offer valid September 12-30 only. Not valid with any other discounts.

Complete Rental | www.CompleteRentalFM.com | 319-372-8105 | 5636 Avenue O, Fort Madison

position. However, board members serve three-year
terms with the opportunity for reelection when their
time is complete.

Board Directors include Bryan Langerud, Mickey
McHale, Jamie Baier, Shelby Dickens, Ashlee Spanna-
gel, Susan Dunek, Phil Hecht, Lee County Board of
Supervisor Garry Seyb Jr., Lee County Board of Super-
visor Rick Larkin, and Mike Norris as a representative
from Southeast Iowa Regional Planning.

The terms of Dave Schwarz, Darrell Allman and Scott
Piper expired on the board.

Unfortunately, Life Isn’t Always

You need an
insurance company
that provides stability.

We have a long track record with the companies

we represent, including:

* Nationwide —58 years
*IMT Insurance — 47 years

* Progressive — 37 years

*United Fire Group — 37 years

* Continental Western Group — 37 years
* Auto Owners Insurance — 16 years

Avuto - Home - Health
Business - Life
Farm . Crop

Serving Southeast Iowa, Northeast Missouri,
& West-Central lllinois for 58 years

307 5th Street West Point | 319-837-6178 or 800-292-2208 | www.fullenkampins.com
Open Monday through Friday 7:30 - 5:00 & Saturday 8:30 - 11 or by appointment



https://www.facebook.com/CompleteRentalFM/
http://www.fullenkampins.com
https://www.fortmadisony.org
https://www.facebook.com/LCK-Roofing-Repair-197144640733531/
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PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE AT WWW.PENCITYCURRENT.COM OR CALL (319)371.4125

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

1903 West Point Rd ‘ West Point, IA 52656

racenook/ com

General Insects Mice
Termites Bed Bugs

(319) 372-1060

Toll Free 1-888-818-7378
Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com

wwww.cullenpest.com “Cause who

needs bugs?”

Residential
Commercial

@
g
5' 3 0 Posters Art
g %?:; i Supplies
=] yers - H
o Printing
3 Offic_e
@ Vinyl Banners Furniture
Trifold Brochures
621Avenue G 319.312.211
Fort Madison, IR doddprinting.com
ENIOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

“Hely CRRWAKecp Your Community Hazard-Free!

Household Hazardous
Waste Unit is open
Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370

Call for an appointment

Follow Us

@pencitycurrent

Fort Madison ¢ Burlington * Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

* 24 Hour Service
* Never An Overtime Charge
* FREE Estimates
* Servicing All Makes

FullService HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison, Burlington, and surrounding
areas with over 30 Years Experience!

Fi. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Generations of Great Service

Unlock -

more savings —
with [auto + renters]

Contact me to schedule a SuperCheck®
and see how simple combining your auto

and renters insurance can be!

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St

Fort Madison

(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARYHOLTKAMP.COM

B FARM BUREAU
BD. FINANCIAL SERVICES

Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Business | Farm & Ranch

am operty & Casualty Insurance Company,* Westem Agricultural Insurance Company, Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC114(9-17)

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

1728 Main Office: 319-524-2334
Keokuk, IA 52632 Fax: 319-524-2373

How can chiropractic therapy help you?
BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC

* Improved joint mobility, function, and health

* Decreased degeneration of joints and connective
tissues

* Improved circulation

* Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep

* and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison ¢ 319-372-3800
http.//brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment

Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

YOUR AD HERE
for as little as $50 per month

Call Lee at 319.371.4125

or email classifieds

encitycurrent.com



http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
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Classifieds/Public Notices

PUBLIC
NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
FORT MADISON
COMMUNITY SCHOOL
DISTRICT
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
WORK SESSION
September 7, 2021
6:00 P.M.
AGENDA

I. Call meeting to order
and determination of a
quorum

II. Recognition of
Guests

[ll. Approve the agenda

IV. Harry Heiligenthal
& Tammi Drawbaugh:
Professional Learning
with lowa Association of
School Boards

V. Announcements

September 20, 2021,
6:00 p.m. Public Hearing,
Board Room, Central
Office

September 20, 2021,
6:05 p.m. Regular Meet-
ing, Board Room, Central
Office

October 4, 2021, 6:00
p.m. Work Session, Board
Room, Central Office

November 17-18,

2021 lowa Association
f School Boards Annual
Convention, Des Moines
VI. Adjourn

HELP
WANTED

FENCE AND DECK

INSTALLER

Must be 18 years of age or
older. Construction expe-
rience required. Must be
willing to work at least 40
hours a week. Have a valid
driver’s license. Vacation
and 401k package offered
after first year.

Apply in person at
Tri-State Outdoor Products
1519 Hwy 218
West Point, 1A
319-469-3636

HELP WANTED

Subscribe to
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

40

Doyouhavetime-
to help stop crime?

Visit any of these Facebook pages to learn more
about what the Neighborhood Watch Program is
& how to start your own group or join an existing group!

Join us today to help
keep our communities safer!

2136 Green Bay Rd
Wever, |IA 52658
319-372-7852

Now Hiring!

Marine Facility
Operations
& Maintenance

Benefits Included
Full & Part Time
Positions Available

Heartland Co-op is an
Equal Opportunity
Employer (EOE-AA)
committed to advancing
diversity in the work-
place. Post offer ...
pre-employment
drug screen, job
physical, & physical
capacity profile required.

FOR JOB INFO
& TO APPLY VISIT:
heartlandcoop.com
Career Opportunities,
Wever

Church Choir
Accompanist Wanted

This person will accompa-
ny the choir for the 9:00am
traditional worship service.
A strong candidate will have
experience in accompany-
ing and have knowledge of
a wide variety of musical
styles. Piano/keyboard pro-
ficiency required. Candidate
must have good organiza-
tional skills and have music
prepared for practice held
each Wednesday evening
(September-May). Candidate
will collaborate with both the
Choir director and support
First Christian Church’s mu-
sic ministry.

Please send cover letter
and resume to
First Christian Church
Attn: Personnel Committee
3476 Main Street
Keokuk, IA 52632

FM POLICE DEPARTMENT
PATROL CAPTAIN

* Hourly, non-exempt, 2184 hours annually
» Base Wage $73,800 plus overtime, shift
differential, longevity, and educational pre-
mium
* Benefits include uniforms, health/drug in-
surance, paid holidays, paid vacation, per-
sonal days, sick days, deferred compensa-

tion

» Supplemental pre-tax insurance available

+ $10,000 hiring incentive, DAQ

 20-mile residency within one year of employment

DESCRIPTION:

Fort Madison is a thriving community in lowa with a pop-
ulation of 10,200. Located along the Mississippi River, we
are regarded for our parks, schools, manufacturing base,
and being the home of the Tri-State Rodeo. Recent ini-
tiatives undertaken by the city has driven changes and
created economic development. In response, the Police
Department has begun reforms to broaden services, cre-
ate new staffing assignments, and implement the latest
in technology.

To reach our goals, we are seeking qualified individuals
to apply for this senior-level position. Each captain super-
vises a single, 12-hour shift, working cycles of 7 rotating
days in a 2-week period. The department is composed of
20 sworn positions and 3 civilian staff members, includ-
ing a drug task force, community service, and a school
resource officer.

QUALIFICATIONS:

Applicants must be law enforcement certified and meet
ILEA standards for fithess, medical, and psychological re-
quirements. Must possess an lowa driver’s license and
have abilities as defined in the department job descrip-
tion. A bachelor’s degree in criminal justice or a related
field is preferred, along with 10 years of job experience
and supervisory background. Supplemental supervisory
training certification, such as FBI-NA or Northwestern
SPSC is desired. For the right individual, any combination
of education, experience, and demonstrated abilities may
be considered.

TO APPLY:

Interested persons may submit requests for a PDF appli-
cation packet to: fmpd@fortmadisonpd.com or, obtained
in person M-F 7:00 AM-4:30 PM at the Police Department
lobby at 811 Avenue E, Fort Madison, |1A 52627. The City
of Fort Madison is an Equal Opportunity Employer. The
deadline for applications is October 1st, 2021 at 4:30 PM,
or until the position is filled.

YOUR AD

HERE

Call Lee
(319) 371.4125

Duties include installation and repair
of tires. We will train the right person,
but you must have an INSURABLE
DRIVING RECORD as defined by our
insurance company. Full benefit
package. Apply in person or online at

www.tohaas.com

PRODUCTION TECHNICIANS

Conagra Brands in Fort Madison, IA is !
starting wage for Production Technicians!
Check out additional details and job openings
at conagrabrands.com/careers and search for Fort Madison, IA.

Production Technician
o Starting pay is $18.58 per hour
o Advance to $20.20 per hour within 12 months
o Advance to $22.38 per hour within 30 months
 Annual pay increases per contract
« $137 Company Contribution to your pension

from date of hire

* 3% Company Match to 401(k)

Please visit

to apply!

PROUD MAKERS OF



https://careers.conagrabrands.com/
mailto:fmpd@fortmadisonpd.com
http://heartlandcoop.com
http://www.TOHaas.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
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From the Front

Freedom of creativity valued by HTC exchange teacher

TEACHER - Continued from Page 1

but because of COVID that year’s program was canceled. In
the past the U.S. education officials would go to Spain and
conduct interviews.

After the initial three years at the school, the teachers
in the program have to apply for a J-2 visa through the
program for the fourth year, and then a J-3 visa for the fifth
year. After that they must go back to Spain.

“We don’t have an opportunity to stay for longer. We can
stay a maximum of five years and then we have to go back
to Spain for two years to apply all we've learned here to the
Spanish school system. Then we can apply after two years to
come back for five years, and do that for your whole career
if you want,” Piquer said.

The only way for Piquer to teach in the United States is
through a state-sponsored visa under the program. She
couldn’t come to teach last year due to the virus, and no
other group being able to sponsor her visa.

“I'm enjoying it very much. I think the main difference in
the school system between here and in Spain is the relation-
ship (you) have with your students. I think education works
better if you have strong bond with your student. Teachers
don't usually get that bond in Spain. Here I've been told its
normal and the thing to do,” she said.

“Here you do a lot of hands-on teaching and activities.

In Spain we won't do that. We are still old school. Read, do
exercises, and read again, then do more exercises.

“Here I can have them stand in the room and go around
and look for clues I've created and it doesn’t get really loud
or anything. They have self control. But in Spain you would
never do that, because they would go crazy. They’re not
used to having that freedom.”

She said in Spain the students stay seated throughout the
class period, and they also stay in the same classroom all

day.
6 “They do not change classrooms. They have the same
chair for eight hours sitting down. So if you gave them the
chance to get up and move about in an activity you would
lose control,” Piquer said.

To that end she’s created a Spanish decorated room,
which again is not permitted in Spain. She’s also created
games and activities to allow her to use her creativity in
setting the curriculum.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg
Holy Trinity Catholic Spanish teacher Eva
Piquer is part of a Visiting Teachers from
Spain program through the Spanish and lowa
Departments of Education.

“I created a scavenger hunt and we are labeling the class-
room. I had the students understand those words first and
I would get them the cards and they would run around and
label the parts of the classroom. And that’s something you
would never do in Spain unless you wanted to be called out
by the principal,” she said with a chuckle.

She said Spanish education officials may be looking
for a modernized teaching system by sending teachers to
America.

Piquer, who taught English in Spain, said another con-
trast is the grateful nature of students.

“In Spain they (take) for granted that you have to be
there for them and teach them, but here once you get to the
classroom they say “hello” and when they leave they say
“Thank You” and were not used to that,” Piquer said.

“They don't say “Thank You” there for teaching them,
and here they have more self control”

She said the other families that came to Iowa have to turn
in lesson plans every week and write so many things down
about what they were doing and justify learning objectives,
strategies, and methodology. But because Holy Trinity
Catholic is a private school she doesn't have all that added
responsibility.

“I don’t have to do some of that and they give me the
freedom to teach my way.”

One of the biggest hurdles for Piquer was obtaining a so-
cial security number with the visa. She said she has to have

Now Accepting New Patients.
Pothitakis Dentistry

6 Convenient Locations to Serve You

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry

319-372-3614

Burlington Dental Associates

319-753-2515

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry West

319-372-4882

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Mediapolis Dental Care

319-394-3255

New London Dental Care

319-367-2311

www.DriVlarkDDS.com

that to conduct personal business like opening a checking
account, signing leases, and getting a driver’s license.

Currently she is using Spanish financial cards and she has
to pay extra in fees for the currency exchange.

“A way to improve this would be for the program to
give us a social security number right when we enter the
country.”

Piquer had been to the U.S. before for about four months
when her husband, who was just her friend at that time,
came to Seattle to work on his doctoral degree. They were
able to get a visiting visa at that time and that’s when she
said her eyes were opened to many things.

“Over those four months I fell in love with him, and I fell
in love with America.”

One of the things she loves most about southeast Iowa is
the friendly nature of the community and how easy it was
to be accepted.

“They integrated me. I didn’t have to do much of any-
thing. In a community way you are always helping and
asking if we need anything. In Spain, I'm from Valencia and
then moved to Barcelona three hours north. I lived there
for four years and I still haven’t met anyone who says, ‘Are
you OK with everything’ I was still the stranger there. But
here, like I'm relating with so many people who are asking
how everything is”

She said people have loaned her furniture to help fill their
apartment while she and her husband jump through hoops
with finances and identification.

“I'would love to stay here. I already know that being in
the states for just one month. But when time comes I will
need to go back to Spain because that's how the program
works. We cannot ask for a longer stay.”

She said her husband initially found it difficult to find
work because none of the corporations were able or willing
to sponsor his visa. He eventually found a company found-
ed by Spanish people in the U.S. who allowed him to come
on in an advisory capacity until he gets a work permit.

Principal Craig Huebner said having Piquer join the staff
has opened his eyes to things as well.

“It’s been fabulous. Eva’s come in with the background
and experience we need and in my observations I see the
kids actively learning Spanish which is something we
haven't had a in a while. It's exciting to see and being able to
share her culture just ups the whole experience,” Huebner
said.

“It’s been a good experience for me. Just them sharing
about their lives and talking about our communities and
culture makes me excited about what we have here in
southeast Iowa. It’s pretty cool.”


http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
https://airchoiceone.com/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com

ACCEPTING CASH & PRIZE DONATIONS - PLEASE HELP IF YOU CAN!

fogroe
Lot/

Present by:
Your Local Toys for Tots and
Hamilton-Walters Marine Corps League

9/25/2021 at 6:00 PM

Burlington Memorial Auditorium
200 Front Street
M Burlingt?nn, IA rsezeem %
X 50/50 7771/
e -
Table are $160.00 each -
With 2 to 8 People Per Table

Hosted by: Mike Ripple

21 and over - Drinks Available at the Event
Can Bring Snacks For Your Table - HWMCL will have Pulled Pork
Sandwiches, BBQ Beans, and Coleslaw for sale

Burlington River Entertainment will have open bar (Pay as you go)

For more information contact Jeff Strause at 319.753.2908 or
hwmcldet616@gmail.com



SEPTEMBER 20, 2021

" KEOKUK YACHT CLUB

2029 RIVER ROAD
KEOKUK, IA

TICKETS $10.00

DINNER INCLUDES SPAGHETTI & MEATBALLS,
GARLIC BREAD, SIDE SALAD, ICED TEA &
DESSERT


https://www.unitedwaygrr.org
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