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The Fort Madison gaggle

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

A gaggle of more than 200 geese settled in a warm day and sidewalk around Riverview Park in front of
the North Lee County Historical Museum and Red Caboose picking at newly exposed treasures of the
wet soil Monday afternoon. Temperatures pushed into the mid-40s reducing the snow cover that has

blanketed the area for more than a week.

GUEST AUTHOR

Where were you when... - Empty Nest

There have been three major “Where were you whens...” in
my life. I was born in 1948, making me 72 years young. The first,
“Where were you when...,” happened while I was a sophomore in
high school in Monroe, lowa. The date was, November 22, 1963.
President John F. Kennedy was assassinated. The high school
principal, Mr. Gansky, came into our history class (what a history
lesson!) and gave us the shocking news. At least one girl started
crying. I could not believe, in that day and age (wed just gotten
dial telephones), a President of the United States could be shot.

Something like that hadn’t happened since Abraham Lincoln. Mr.
Gansky assured us that, yes, political assassinations were still in the

realm of possibility.

A party had been
planned that week-
end at a classmate’s
house. Instead of
dancing the twist,
and attempting the
Limbo or Watusi,
as we would nor-
mally be doing at one of our parties, we sat around in the classmate’s
darkened basement and, instead of necking (or making out), we
talked in hushed whispers about the assassination. Jack (“Ask not

See SWARM, page 8

EMPTY
NEST

By Curt Swarm

PRINT-A-THON

Committee announces dates, searches for participants

FORT MADISON - The Fort Mad-
ison Paint-A-Thon is set for 2021: the
week of April 26-April 30th- painting
thru that week. During the week of
April 26th teams will finish prep on
the house and start painting as soon as
prep work is complete. Volunteers are

needed so get your group (friends from
work, service organization, church
group, etc.) together and call the Part-
ner office: 319-372-5471.

“Now is the time we start seeking
homeowners to fill out the application
so we can make sure they fit within the

guidelines outlined on the application
and postmarked by March 15th,” states
Tim Gobble, Fort Madison Partners
Executive Director. Applications can be
found at Kempker True Value & Rent-
al, Inc, Fort Madison Partners, United

See PAINT-A-THON, page 3

These changes
won’timprove
election security

Iowa’s 2020 election was one for the
record books — with 1.7 million people
marking ballots.

It was an impressive turnout in Iowa —
with 76 percent of Iowa’s eligible voters
taking part.

There were no allegations of election
fraud or polling place shenanigans in
Iowa. No one suggested people from cem-
eteries were casting ballots in our state.

We didn't hear claims Iowa voting
machines were rigged by nefarious forces.
No one suggested counterfeit ballots were
sneaked into counties across Iowa.

So, this question is worth asking:

Why is the Iowa Legislature fast-track-
ing dramatic changes in the state’s elec-
tion laws that will make it more difficult
for people to vote?

Many Iowans prefer to vote before
Election Day — especially the elderly
or disabled, those in retail whose work
schedules are set at the last minute, or
those who will be out of state at college or
away at a winter residence.

Lawmakers behind these changes prefer
to talk about making our elections more
secure. They like to speak about election
integrity.

But they don’t explain how these
changes will improve election security
or election integrity in Iowa. They avoid
mentioning this because the real reason
for the changes is harder to explain away.

It’s politics, plain and simple.
Three-quarters of lowa Democrats who
voted last fall voted early, Secretary of
State Paul Pate has reported. Only half of
Republicans were early voters.

Senator Jason Schultz, a Schleswig
Republican, told reporters he supports the
legislation because, “It addresses the con-
troversy that the country is going through
right now”

He claimed, without offering evidence,

See EVANS, page 8
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For the Record/Health News

For the Record

Fort Madison
Police Report
02/18/21 — 10:48 a.m.
— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report of
a burglary in the 2000
block of Avenue B.
02/18/20 - 12:23 p.m.
— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report
of a property damage
accident in the 2100
block of Avenue B.
02/19/21 - 9:08 a.m.
- Fort Madison Police
responded to a report of
a burglary in the 1500
block of Avenue B.
02/19/21 - 2:00 p.m. — Fort
Madison Police cited Dale
Meling Hall, 81, of Fort
Madison, at the police
station, on a charge of
dog running at large.
02/19/21 - 4:00 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police arrested
Coty Allen Savage, 33,
listed as homeless, at the
police station, on a charge
of burglary. He was taken
to the Lee County Jail.
02/19/21 - 4:03 p.m. - Fort

Madison Police responded
to a report of a burglary in
the 2100 block of Avenue F.
02/19/20 — 4:30 p.m. — Fort
Madison Police arrested
Wade Lee Shaffer, 19, of
Fort Madison in the 2100
block of Avenue F, on a
charge of domestic abuse
assault and violation of a
protection order. He was
taken to Lee County Jail
02/19/21 - 5:10 p.m. — Fort
Madison Police responded
to a report of a property
damage accident in the
2700 block of Avenue L.
02/19/21 - 5:15 p.m. — Fort
Madison Police responded
to a report of a property
damage accident in the
2700 block of Avenue L.
02/19/21 - 5:21 p.m.

— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report of

a stolen vehicle in the

1100 block of Avenue F.
02/19/20 - 6:00 p.m. — Fort
Madison Police arrest-

ed Haley Emma Janic,

18, of Fort Madison, at

the police station, on a

charge of violation of a
protective order. She was
taken to Lee County Jail.
02/20/21 - 11:25 a.m.

- Fort Madison Police
responded to a report

of a property damage
accident in the 2300
block of Avenue H.
02/20/21 - 1:40 p.m. -
Fort Madison Police cited
James Dillon Imthurm,
28, of Fort Madison, in
the 5800 block of Avenue
0O, on a charge of driv-
ing under suspension.
02/20/21 - 3:19 p.m.

— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report

of a larceny/theft in the
1900 block of Avenue H.
02/20/121 - 5:02 p.m. -
Fort Madison Police cited
Fernando Moreno Raldiris,
Jr., 50, of Fort Madison,
in the 1200 block of 35th
Street, on a charge of
driving under suspension.
02/21/21 - 9:24 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police arrested
Tamra Lynn Taylor, 58,

of Fort Madison, in the

3000 block of Avenue

N, on a charge of public
intoxication. She was
taken to Lee County Jail.
02/22/21 - 4:20 a.m.

— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report

of a larceny/theft in the
1200 block of Avenue H.

Lee County
Sheriff’'s Report
02/15/21 - 5:44 a.m. - Lee

County Sheriff's deputies
responded to a report of

a one-vehicle accident in
the 2800 block of Hwy. 61.
According to the report, a
vehicle driven by Jason
Tyler Wright, 46, of Ke-
okuk, had slid off the road
into a ditch. Wright left

the scene and called in

to report the accident and
indicated passing semi had
caused him slide off on
slick surfaces. No injuries
or citations were reported.
02/19/121 - 11:11 a.m.

— Lee County Sheriff's
deputies arrested Joshua
Charles Shirkey, 45, of Mid-

dletown, at the Des Moines
County Jail on a warrant
for 2nd degree theft. He
was taken to Lee County
Jail and released on bond.
02/19/21 - 2:41 p.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Jess Winslow
McGee Jr., 42, of Fort
Madison, at the sheriff's
office on a judgment hold.
He was taken to Lee
County Jail and released
on a weekend serve.
02/19/21 - 3:39 p.m. — Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Jessica Kim
Bower, 30, of Fort Madi-
son, at the sheriff's office
on a court ordered hold.
She was taken to Lee
County Jail and released
on a weekend serve.
02/19/21 - 5:53 p.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Robert Jackson
Wixom, 55, of Burlington
at the Des Moines County
Jail on charge of warrants
for drug trafficking and
possession of a controlled
substance. He was tak-

en to Lee County Jail.
02/19/21 - 8:05 p.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Jason Michael
Dye, 42, of Keokuk at

the Lee County Jail on

a judgment hold. He

was held in custody.
02/20/21 - 12:56 p.m.

— Lee County Sheriff's
deputies arrested Benjer-
man Christopher Talbott,
33, of Burlington, at the
sheriff's dept., on warrants
for fraudulent use of a
registration, driving under
suspension and parking
without setting a break.

He was taken to Lee
County Jail and released
on his recognizance.
02/21/21 - 3:30 p.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Andrew Michael
Schiedel, 32, of Fort Mad-
ison, in the 2700 block of
Avenue K, on a warrant for
failure to appear. He was
taken to Lee County Jail.
Those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until prov-
en quilty in a court of law.

Children’s immunization clinic set for Feb. 24

LEE COUNTY - Lee County Health Department
will hold a Children’s Immunization Clinic Wednesday,
February 24th at the Lee County Health Department,
located at #3 John Bennett Dr., Ft. Madison from 12
noon until 5:30pm.

The clinic is open to children who have no insur-
ance, are insured by Iowa Medicaid/MCO or those
who have private health insurance that does not cover

€ =

the cost of vaccines. No appointment is necessary.
Written parental consent is required for minors to
receive vaccinations when in the care of another adult.
Forms may be obtained at our website listed below.

Free lead testing is available for ALL children ages
6mos to 6 years that reside in Iowa.

Please call 1-319-372-5225 with questions or visit
our website at www.leecountyhd.org.

The Tooth Is. . .
...We  Qur Patients!

Now Accepting New; Patients

Fort Madison Fort Madison
Family Dentistry West Family Dentistry East
319-372-4882 319-372-3614
Dr. David Courtney Dr. Jonathan Dingeldein

Dr. Stephanie Heyland
Dr. Mark Pothitakis

Pothitakis Dentistry

6 Convenient Locations to Serve You

www.DriVlarkDDS.com
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Obituaries/From the Front

OBITUARIES

JERRY

Jerry Arnold, 83, of rural Kahoka, Missouri passed away
on Saturday, February 20, 2021 at the Clark County Nursing
Home.

He was born in Alexandria, Missouri to the
late Roscoe and Avice (Bryant) Arnold. Jerry
graduated from Kahoka High School and
briefly attended the University of Missouri in
Columbia.

Jerry married Carmen Calvin in 1962.
They would have been married 58 years De-
cember 28, 2020. Jerry was a lifelong member
of the Alexandria Presbyterian Church. He always said it
didn't feel right not to attend church on Sunday mornings.
He expected his kids to follow this rule for going out on
Saturday night “out late, up early for Church!”.

Jerry worked as the Foreman for the Missouri State High-
way Department in Wayland for 37 years until he retired in
1994. He spent many hours worrying about snow and floods.
He was very proud of the work that his crew did and their
yearly safety and shed ratings. Jerry was a long time Clark
County Fair attendee. He used to keep track of how many
years in a row he had attended the fair without missing. He
enjoyed a good horse race! Besides his family, Jerry had one
love and that was farming. He had recently commented that
the best things in the world were the feel of the dirt and the
smell of his cattle.

Jerry was preceded in death by his wife Carmen, his par-
ents, and two sisters, Laquita Joy and Jewell Value.

JR. Arnold will be missed by his family. Survivors include
his daughter Kassi (Tony) Bogolin, son Brett (Nanook)
Arnold, son Mark (Cathy) Arnold. grandchildren, Erika

Fort Colony Restaurant

DAILY SPECIALS

(319) 372-5759

5102 Ave. 0
Fort Madison, 1A 52627

ARNOLD

NEEDING A TENT

Reserve your tent now
and get
your next tent rental
if paid in full during
the month of February!

Complete Rental

www.CompleteRentalFM.com
5636 Avenue O, Fort Madison, 1A

(319) 372-8105

ARNOLD

(Justin) Hellman, Olivia Bogolin, Emily Bogolin and special
friend Ramsey Robertson, Leah (Justin) Flockhart, Rachel
Arnold and fiance’ Ben Wyatt, Hanna Arnold, Mackenzie
Arnold, Samantha Arnold, Nolan and Nadia Leveling. He
loved babies and always grinned at the great grandchildren,
Kyla, Kasen, Krew Flockhart and Baker Hellmen. Jerry leaves
behind two brothers Larry (Carolyn) and Milton (Suzanne)
Arnold and a sister, Nadine Glasgow, as well as many neices
and nephews.

According to his wishes he will be cremated with services
conducted by DeJong-Greaves-Printy Funeral Home at 11:00
am on Friday, February 26, 2021 at the Alexandria Presby-
terian Church. Visitation without the family present will be
held on Thursday February 25, from 3 to 7 pm at the funeral
home. A Celebration of Life will be held in the Summer of
2021 for both Jerry and Carmen.

Memorial contributions in his memory may be made to the
Frazee Cemetery, 26100 US Highway 136 Spur, Alexandria,
MO 63430.

Please leave a special memory or condolence at www.
dejongsfuneralhome.com. DeJong-Greaves-Printy Funeral
Home of Keokuk is in charge of arrangements.

Volunteers, sponsors
needed for April event

PAINT-A-THON - Continued from Page 1

Way/Food Pantry, Fort
Madison Library and City
of Fort Madison. “Our
goal will be 3 or 4 qualify-
ing homes depending on
volunteers,” said Gobble.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?

1. The Home: Owner-
occupied, single or small
1 ¥ story in need of paint,
located within the city
limits of Fort Madison.

2. The Homeowner:
Individuals over the age
of 60, or disabled, single
parents or veterans, with
limited income, unable to
afford commercial paint

job, showing a desire to
maintain the appearance
of the house. The home
owner will be notified if
selected by June 10th.

3. Volunteers will prep
and paint homes the
week of April 26th and
complete any finishing
touches on the home
by the end of that week,
using paint supplied by
Kempker’s True Value and
Rental, Inc.

For more information
on how to get involved,
please call the Partners
office at 319-372-5471.

For a complete list of guns,

above.

Lee County Pheasants Forever banquet
has been postponed until a later date

25 Gun Raffle drawing
will still be held Saturday,
February 27th at 4:00 p.m.

at Faeths Cigar Store

All proceeds go to youth programs and youth
trap teams in Lee County. Tickets may be
purchased at Faeths up until the time of the
drawing or by calling Mark at 217-440-9462 or
Vicky at 217-430-9462 or Tracy at 319-470-4012.

please contact the members

Only 3000 tickets available.
Need not be present to win.
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Be Prepared
To Get Vaccinated

When you are given the opportunity to get the COVID vaccine,
know if this is what you want to do or not - do your research. The
opportunity will quickly pass as agencies move onto the next
levels.

If you sign up to get vaccinated, be sure to show up during your
scheduled time. Once a vial is open, 10 doses must be used within
6 hours - the goal is not to waste any vaccine.

Continue to follow all recommended public health guidelines. . .for all of us.

This public service announcement brought to you by
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Classifieds/Public Notices

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICES

HELP WANTED

lowa State Penitentiary is
accepting applications for
the following positions:

Correctional Officer
Location:
Fort Madison lowa

JOB DESCRIPTION:
Correctional officers serve
as the backbone to the
correctional system. Their
careers are both challeng-
ing and rewarding as they
balance their security mis-
sion with the mission of
helping those incarcerat-
ed reform themselves into
a successful, law-abiding
citizen upon their reen-
try. Once fully trained,
Correctional Officers can
make a lasting impact on
an incarcerated person’s
life while also helping
maintain safe and secure
correctional facilities. New
Correctional Officers earn
a full time salary as they
go through their training,
and the State offers one

eof the most competitive

benefits packages in the
private or public sector.
Starting Salary:
($20.34/$30.14 (Max)

Correctional Food

Service Coordinator
Supervise incarcerated
dietary workers in the per-
formance of all assigned
duties and responsibilities
relating to food prepara-
tion, tray assembly, meal
delivery and dietary sani-
tation. Teach food service
techniques and proce-
dures to incarcerated
individuals. Demonstrate
ability to prepare food
items by frying, baking,
roasting, etc as appropri-
ate. Monitor food tem-
peratures, ensure foods
are served and stored at
a safe temperature. Su-
pervise tray line/main line;
ensure proper assembly
and portions of meals.
Demonstrate ability in
performing stock inven-
tories and purchasing re-
quirements. Demonstrate
knowledge of weights and
measures used in deter-
mining proper amounts of
food ingredients for mass
food production.

Starting Salary:

($21.46 - $31.56 (Max)

Apply online at
www.governmentjobs.
com/careers/iowa

CLICKHERE
TO PLACE

YOUR AONOW

Ready to Help,
but not sure
where to start?

AmeriCorps  Seniors (for-
merly known as RSVP 55+
Initiative) at United Way of
the Great River Region is
seeking volunteers over the
age of 55 who are looking
to make a difference in their
community.

We can help you find a vol-
unteer opportunity in Lee
County, lowa that suits your
interests and your time.

Contact Tammy Hudson,
AmeriCorps Seniors Director
at 319-372-8043 or rsvp@

unitedwaygrr.org to set up a
time to talk.

Get started now
with a new opportunity!

#Shopl.ocal

Support your local
business community!

HOMES

FOR SALE

3 BR Home
For Sale By Owner

This beautiful three bedroom
home sits on 4 lots, has a
huge beautiful front deck,
with a 2 car garage and 4
outer buildings that sit on the
lots, great solid starter home
for any family. The home has
an open concept kitchen with
dining area, beautiful fam-
ily room with fireplace with
beams in the ceiling, huge
living room, one bath, full
basement. This is a must-see
piece of property and is locat-
ed on the edge of Colusa, IL.

To set up a time for a showing
please contact Dixie Lung, at
319-316-3467 after 4pm on
weekdays.

$70,000 selling outright

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE

Lee County Conference
Board Chairman, Matt
Pflug, has scheduled a
public hearing to adopt
the Assessor’s budget for
the fiscal year 2021-2022.
The public hearing will be
held electronically Febru-
ary 25, 2021 at 6:00 p.m.

Please join my meeting

from your computer, tablet

or smartphone.

https://global.gotomeet-
ing.com/join/429444693

You can also dial in
using your phone.

United States: +1 (646)
749-3122

Access Code: 429-444-
693

New to GoToMeeting?
Get the app now and
be ready when your first
meeting starts: https://

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Chateau Apartments Extra

Clean

& Quiet

Apartments for Rent

Extra clean & quiet with free
YMCA membership included.
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in  microwave.
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300.
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required.
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-

750-3115 for appointment to
Co.

view. Owned by Alliance Realty

alobal.gotomeeting.com/
install/429444693

Assessor’s budget
8. Roll call vote
9. Adjourn

AGENDA

1. Roll Call

2. Approve Agenda

3. Approval of January
28, 2021 Conference
Board Meeting Minutes

4. Chairman opens
public hearing

5. Motion to close pub-
lic hearing

6. Roll call vote

7. Adoption of the
approved 2021-2022

Gota
newstip?

Gall Chuck
(319)3711.1670

HELP WANTED
FULL-TIME SHORT HAUL TRUCK DRIVER

HOME EVERY NIGHT
Local daily trips « Capable of lifting 50lbs
and climbing
Ag background preferred
Pre-Employment Drug Screen
Pre-Employment Registration with the
FMCSA Drug & Alcohol Clearinghouse

4

Benefits Include:
Health-Dental-Vision-Disability Insurance,
Retirement Program, PTO Time,
Annual Bonus, Paid Vacation
Apply In Person: Quality Plus Feeds Inc.
2033 Locust Street o St. Paul, IA 52657
Contact Sherri at (319)469-3167

Everyone has

the right to marry.
Not.everyone

has basic rights.

In 31 states, it’s legal to discriminate against LGBT Americans.

Get th

e facts at Beyond I Do .org

@I LLFOUNDATION

A
0
Gua



http://www.qualityplusfeedinc.com/
mailto:rsvp@unitedwaygrr.org
mailto:rsvp@unitedwaygrr.org
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/429444693
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/429444693
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/429444693
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/iowa
http://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/iowa
http://BeyondIDo.org
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/429444693
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/429444693
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PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE AT WWW.PENCITYCURRENT.COM OR CALL (319)371.4125

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!

General Insects Mice
Termites Bed Bugs

(319) 372-1060

Toll Free 1-888-818-7378
Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com

wwww.cullenpest.com “Cause who

needs bugs?”

Residential
Commercial

Complete Comfort, Affordable Price.

Full Service
HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison,

Burlington, and

surrounding areas
with over 30 Years
Experience!

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service » Never An Overtime Charge
FREE Estimates « Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

West Point, IA 52656

com

1903 West Point Rd

Facebook/ Pinterest

2¢

(SD' g‘g Posters -Art
g g% Flyers S'upqlles
o Prlptmg

3 Office
@ Vinyl Banners Furniture
Trifold Brochures

621Avenue G 319.312.211
Fort Madison, IR doddprinting.com
ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON

& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

How can chiropractic therapy help you?
BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC

* Improved joint mobility, function, and health

* Decreased degeneration of joints and connective
tissues

* Improved circulation

* Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep

* and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison « 319-372-3800
http.//brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

DONT

TE T

AND

STOPTEXTSSTOPWRECKS.ORG

[®] £ [a]*]
EEl NHTsA

YOUR AD
HERE

319.371.4125

THeln CRRWA Keep Your Gommunity Hazard-Freel

Household Hazardous
Waste Unit is open
Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370

Call for an appointment

Ft Madison Main Office:  Keokuk Transfer Station:
2092 303rd Ave 111 Carbide Lano
Fort Madison, 1A Keoku, IA
1-319-372-6140 1-310-524.6175

Visit Us Online!  www.grwa.com  facebook.com/grmwa,

Fort Madison ¢ Burlington « Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Protect your hottom line with

The Power of AgMax

Large commercial and diversified operations have distinctly different exposures than
traditional farms and ranches. That's why we created AgMax specifically to serve the unique
needs of commercial agriculture operations and related businesses, including:
. = Producers who process, retail or direct market
' = Equine and kennel operations, including boarding, breeding

NO | and training
EHOTG R = Agritainment and agritourism
= Hunting and other farm-based recreation

oN |
FiLe I

Contact me today to learn how I can help you maximize
your insurance protection.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St

Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
larryholtkamp.com

/B FARM BUREAU
@BD. FINANCIAL SERVICES

Western Agricultural Insurance Gompany*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services CAO19 (12-14)
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We are where you are.

Pilot Grove
savinssBank 319-469-3951

('“ www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com  veuevic B s sossing Lo "')

DO
YOUR
PART

Great River Regional Waste Authority urges you to wear gloves
when moving bins for residential trash pick-up.
Workers can touch over 2000 bins a day before even touching yours.
Don’t forget to wash your hands after bringing in your bin!

for your

community
WWW.GRRWA.COM



http://www.grrwa.com
https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

€

8 - Pen City Current - Tuesday, February 23, 2021

From the Front

We've had enough of the
remember when” stories

SWARM - Continued from Page 1

what your country can do for you, but what you can do for your country”) Kennedy was well
liked. Jacqueline (Jackie) Kennedy was every young man’ heart throb, and every young girl's
idol. We generally concluded that Vice President Lyndon Johnson, who was immediately
sworn in as president while on an airplane, had planned the assassination (he wanted the
presidency and Jackie). Then followed the wild days of Lee Harvey Oswald being shot by Jack
Ruby on live television, and conspiracy theories (we didn't even call them “conspiracy theo-
ries” yet, we called them rumors) abounded, like popcorn popping. Little John John saluting,
as his father’s casket passed by in a horse drawn caisson, followed by a riderless horse, broke a
nation’s heart.

The second “Where were you?” was obviously September 11, 2001 when the Twin Towers in
New York City, the Pentagon and the country, came under attack by jet-airplane-flying-foreign
terrorists. I was getting ready for work and had CNN on. I watched the whole scenario of “An
airplane has just crashed into one of the Twin Towers. What's going on?” unfold. I was late
for work. Once again the nation was thrown into a tizzy, and conspiracy theories (we were
calling them “conspiracy theories” now) abounded. A popular one was that President George
W. Bush (or “W”) had planned the whole thing. “September 11” would be shortened to “911,
which was and still is the number we dial for an emergency. It was speculated the terrorists
had planned that date for this reason, but never verified. A coincidence? I can still visualize a
man jumping out of a window of one of the Twin Towers and plummeting to his death—like
in a nightmare. What would become of our nation? President Bush, taking a bullhorn and
addressing the nation from atop a pile of rubble, brought assurance to a trembling nation.

The third “Where were you?” I'm sorry to say, happened just this year on January 6—a
day that will live in infamy, to quote FDR. Our nation’s Capitol was attacked and overrun,
not by foreign terrorists, but United States Citizens—like in a Third World Country! The US
Capitol had not been destroyed since the War of 1812, and that was by foreign adversaries.
Ginnie was at work, and I had a list of things I wanted to accomplish. Instead, I was glued to
the television for the whole day, and once again watched the nightmare unfold—Democracy
under siege. I believe there were eight hours of commercial-free coverage—the truest sign of a
national emergency. Ikept texting photographs of the television screen to Ginnie, at first as a
“Can you believe what’s happening?” then as an “OMG!”

I don’t want to go through another, “Where were you?” Our country or the world may not
survive a fourth. Conspiracy theories the reality might become.

Have a good story? Call or text Curt Swarm in Mt. Pleasant at 319-217-0526, email him at
curtswarm@yahoo.com or visit his website at www.empty-nest-words-photos-and-frames.com.

Bills have little to do with common sense

EVANS - Continued from Page 1

that there were “shady dealings across the country” and that some states allow peo-
ple “to game elections the way they did in cities like Philadelphia.”

Whether you accept former Attorney General William Barr’s assurances there
were no widespread voting irregularities, or whether you choose to ignore the judges
who ruled against Donald Trump’s 60 election challenges, this is irrefutable:

The bill before the Legislature will not stop any supposed “shady dealings” in Iowa
because there have been none. What the legislation will do if it becomes law is this:

« Reduce the time for early voting to 18 days before the election, from the current
29 days (and from 40 days that was allowed until 2017);

« Prohibit county auditors from mailing absentee ballots until mid-October
(which, with slower mail delivery, creates concerns about ballots arriving too late to
be marked and mailed back in time to be counted);

« Stop county auditors from mailing absentee ballot request forms (which creates
problems for people without Internet and a means of downloading and printing a
blank request form);

o Change the time when voters can first request an absentee ballot to late August,
from the early July now;

o Prohibit anyone other than the voter, an immediate family member or caregiv-
er from returning a voter’s completed absentee ballot (which creates problems for
voters without access to a car).

Cerro Gordo County Auditor Adam Wedmore told reporters, “lowa has always
led the way with strong election security, great voter participation, and has been an
example to other states of how elections should be run. These bills do not appear to
be based on voter security or election integrity and instead will actually limit voter
access.”

As if the bill were not bad enough already, one more section in it should raise the
blood pressure of every Iowan of every political persuasion:

If you do not participate in one general election, the legislation would require the
county auditor to mark you as “inactive” That designation begins the process that
could lead to being kicked oft the registered voter roll.

Voting is a right. Americans are not required to vote. Some of us miss an election
because we are ill or caring for a sick loved one or are called away on an urgent mat-
ter.

It’s one thing if you move onto the “inactive” list because election mail to you is
returned to the county auditor by the Postal Service. But it’s a different matter if
officials begin the process of cancelling your voter registration simply because you
sat out one election.

The changes Republican lawmakers are pushing remind me of what Voltaire, the
French philosopher, said long ago: “Common sense is not so common.

Randy Evans is Executive Director of the lowa Freedom of Information Council and
can be reached at DMRevans2810@gmail.com. Pen City Current is a member of the
IFOIC.

Voted #1 Chicken & Buffet in Southeast lowa

Open
Monday-Saturday 11am-8pm
Sunday 11am-2pm

DINEIN « DELIVERY  CARRYOUT

Ron Litchfield - Owner/ Pizzapreneur 605 south 10th St. Burlington, lowa 52601
Phone (319) 752-5767 / Cell (319) 572-2495 / Email: RonLitch4176@msn.com / https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/

2020 and again in 2021.

Pothitakis Law Firm Recognized for Professional Excellence

Firms included in the 2021 Edition of U.S. News-Best Lawyers “Best Law Firms” are
recognized for professional excellence with consistently impressive ratings from clients and
peers. To be eligible for a ranking, a firm must first have a lawyer recognized in The Best
Lawyers in America, which recognizes the top 5% of private practicing lawyers in the United
States. Achieving a tiered ranking signals a unique combination of quality law practice and
breadth of legal expertise. Mr. Pothitakis has been named to The Best Lawyers in America in

320 North 3rd Street, Suite 100, Burlington, lowa 52601-0337
1603 Main Street, Keokuk, 1A 52632

www.PothitakisLaw.com
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