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Gouncil gets
pushhack on
"a“chiSE Iax Closed sessions

INDUSTRIES: Local industry. cco- with candidates

nomic leaders voice concerns over fails pllbllC mnterest
plan to implement fee on utilities

There’s a lot of chat right now

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG about extra taxes being assessed on city
PCC EDITOR residents, businesses and industries in
the form of a franchise fee, so it’s not
FORT MADISON - Despite not having a franchise easy to advocate for the cost of a special
tax vote on the agenda as some thought may hap- election.
pen Tuesday night, three leaders from Fort Madison But the city council and mayor have
industries spoke out against the idea during public decided to allow possible closed session
comment. interviews with candidates who throw
Bob Huffman, president of the Fort Madison Eco- their hat in the ring for the vacant 2nd
nomic Development Corp. and vice president of Huft- and 3rd Ward council seats.
man Welding & Machine told the council a franchise Wed rather see an election. 9
tax would be detrimental to the FMEDC goals and to It's probably a moot point as far as
industry in general. filling the vacancies because one of the
He said industry leaders have met with city offi- candidates, Jerry Hamelton, has said
cials recently and in the past to look at what impact a he won’t let the council “pick another
franchise tax would have on the economic landscape of friend” to serve and he’s going to file
Fort Madison. a petition for a special election. He'll

“We appreciate the open dialogue so far and we hope Honorable hel p Courtesyphoto | ) eed just a handful of signatures to get

that continues and if this process does continue, wed that done.

like to have a voice in that,” Huffman said. Members of the Holy Trinity Catholic National Honor So- That petition, according to Lee Coun-
He said the FMEDC’s vision is to be the driving force ciety jumped in Monday night to help repair some of the ty Auditor Denise Fraise, if successful

behind the growth of jobs, new residents and enhanced | |ights on the Lighted Floats in the warehouse at 12th | Will also put the 3rd Ward seat up for

q‘ffﬂv\iltysfhfe ir]; Fort Madism}'th b Street and Avenue |. Here Ali Robu and Chandler Rung | clection as well andlr;mf’,"e t}ﬁe ap-
¢ have to be cognizant of the concerns of when help with one of the floats. Volunteers are still needed | Pointmentprocess. Butits stilla very

: . - i important discussion about why the
See FEE, page 5 | with work being done beginning at 5:30 p.m. council would allow a closed session

interview to fill an elected position
WEST POINT vacancy.

To be very, very clear. We disagree
with the city and and any legal inter-

Parks Board aSked t() COIlSideI' 5 "yeal' plaﬂ pretation of that code, which would

permit closed session interviews to fill

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG the board would like to done with planning and implementa- those vacancies.
PCC EDITOR move toward that, but tion. Iowa Code at 21.5(1)(i) allows for
they’ve been looking for “When you look at a comprehensive a governing body to go into closed

FORT MADISON - The Fort Madi- direction. plan and it makes sense, you can stand session to evaluate, and this is right
son Park Board left Wednesday’s meet- Mohrfeld then laid out ~ behind that and you can see the value to out of the code folks, “the professional
ing with a little giddy up in their step. the potential return to invest” competency of an individual whose

During the regular meeting of the MOHRFELD the board for investing Mohrfeld said he’s challenging other appointment, hiring, performance, or
city’s Park, Recreation, and Dock Board, the time and energy in boards and departments within the city discharge is being considered when
Mayor Matt Mohrfeld asked board formulating a plan to tackle issues in to take a more comprehensive look at necessary to prevent needless and
members to think about how to reinvent city parks. Fort Madison’s future. irreparable injury to that individual’s
themselves and take a hard look at the He said groups like Rotary, Old Set- He said the Park Board is uniquely reputation and that individual requests
role of the board. tler’s Association and the Fort Madison a closed session”

Board member Paul Wilkerson said PO.R.T. are examples of what can be See PARKS, page 4

See CANDIDATES, page 8
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CURRENT-LEE

The following is a list of upcoming events and
gatherings in North Lee County.

2020 YMCA Trunk or Treat

The Fort Madison YMCA’s annual Trunk or Treat
will be held on Oct. 23 at Baxter Sports Complex.
This year’s event will be a drive through event to
allow for social distancing. Business will have cars
in the parking lot to hand out goodies to goblins
from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Set up is from 4 p.m. to
5 p.m. Spots can be reserved by calling the Y at
319-372-2403 ext 1 or by email at ryan.wilson@
fortmadisony.org

Players Workshop Theater

The Burlington Theater will be showcasing a
series of online skits beginning on Sept. 24, with
Mother Goose Interrupted: This Little Piggy. Future
presentations will include a musical cabaret, a read-
er’s theater, throwback tributes and a Christmas
Show. For more information log onto the Facebook
page or the PWT website at www.playerswork-
shoptheater.com.

Montrose Cemetery Cleanup

All plastic flowers that are in the ground must
be picked up by Nov. 1. After that date they will be
discarded. In addition Memorial Day flowers will
now have to be picked up no later than two weeks
after the holiday.

Halloween Dinner and Comedy

The Kingsley Inn will be featuring a Halloween
Dinner and Comedy on Oct. 31 beginning at with
a social hour at 5 p.m., dinner at 6 p.m, with the
show starting at 7 p.m. Tickets are $20 per person

6 and can be booked in advance by texting 309-221-

9803

NOW OPEN

Dr. Derek Vogelpohl is now seeing patients

in his new Fort Madison office
Monday through Friday.
* We Accept Most Insurances *

Hitchcock in Old Settler’s Park

The Old Fort Players will be presenting three
Hitchcock shorts plays in Old Settler’s Park on Sun-
day, Oct. 11 (Rain date Oct. 18). Concessions will
be available for sale. No tickets will be sold, but a
free will offering will be collected. We ask that you
generously support Old Fort Players as they work
hard to keep paying the bills.

FM Beggar’s Night

The traditional Beggar’s Night will be held on
Oct. 31 from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. in Old Settler’s Park
and the citywide beggar’s night will follow from 5
p.m. to 7 p.m. Vendors will be handing our candy
with food and drink specials at the safe event.

Montrose Trick or Treat

The Montrose City Treak or Treat will be held
on Saturday, Oct. 31 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Hal-
loween guidance from the Iowa Department of
Public Health can be found at https://idph.iowa.
gov/Emerging-Health-Issues/Novel-Coronavirus/
Public.

Lighted Parade Work Nights

Work nights for the Fort Madison Lighted Parade
are on Monday nights beginning at 5:30 p.m. at the
Warehouse at 12th Street and Avenue I.

Drive Thru Job Fair

On Wednesday, Oct. 21st from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
the Baxter Sports Complex Parking Lot at 909 48th
Street will be the site of a unique drive thru job fair
experience where job seekers will be able to pick up
packets of information about jobs hiring now and
local resources in our communities. Register by
contacting Dana at dmillard@leecountyedg.com or
Deb at debra.fox@iwd.iowa.gov.

Ask about our

Grand Opening Specials
(319) 316-6016

1001 Avenue H, Suite 2 ¢ Fort Madison
Locally Owned and Operated

2nd Ward candidate

says council should
fill two vacancies

Dear Editor;

When it comes to filling the two recent vacancies on
the FM city council a special election is a bad idea on
several levels and I will explain why.

Much noise has been made by Jerry Hamelton
about the amount of money wasted by the City of Fort
Madison and evidently his solution is to help them
waste some more by forcing a special election to seat a
council member for about nine months.

A special election would cost the city about $3,000
and would force voters to go out and vote or deal with
another mail-in ballot in the dead of winter right after
the holidays.

I can assure you voter turn out will be dismal. It is
wasted money and undue stress on the electorate at an
already difficult time. No matter how the seat is filled
now there will be an election in 2021.

In addition, it will leave the residents of two wards
without direct representation for about two additional
months. If the council fills the seat it will be done in
mid-November, an election will push this to January.

If Mr. Hamelton has some really great ideas to save
money and provide needed services I am quite certain
the council would love to hear them and if they are
legitimate I'm sure he is a shoe in.

Rather what I see is a play based on blind ambition
and way too much pride. Qualities we have little need
of. I am happy to listen to his proposals and if they are
genuine and workable I would be happy to step aside.
Based on previous discussions I find that unlikely, but
will keep an open mind.

I urge the citizens of Ft. Madison not to sign the peti-
tion for a special election.

Tom Schulz

Subscribe to
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

>
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For the Record/Local News

Dawn and Chuck Kempker stand with the brand new Traeger Grill won
by Kurt Featheringill as part of Kempker True Value Rental’s 50th Anni-
versary celebration held over the weekend.

Kempker’s announces 50th Anniversary
Celebration prize winners

FORT MADISON - With a weekend full of celebrations, food, fun and prizes,
Kempker’s True Value Rental announces the winners from last weekend’s events.
(Provided by True Value National) $25 Gift Certificates: Lex Whitcanack and
Gayle Austin

$50 Gift Certificate: Larry Zachmeyer

$Girl’s Side Gift Basket: Leslie Peters

Black & Decker Weed Trimmer: Katy Peters

$1500 Traeger Grill: Kurt Featheringill

Ambassador Gift Certificate Winners: Angela King, Angie Budnik, Chuck Van-
denberg, Josh Ragar, and Mike Culbertson

Mount Pleasant -

$25 Gift Certificates: Deborah Conner and Mark Proth

Weber Grill: Rich Greenwood

Burlington -

$50 Gift Certificate: Edie Jaeger

Black & Decker Weed Trimmer: Tom Greene

Weber Grill: Randy Russell

FACEBOOK Bucket'O’Tools WINNER: Jeftrey Hubbs

For the Record
Fort Madison — Lee County Sheriff's failure to obey a stop sign
Police Report deputies arrested Ma- or yield the right of way,

10/06/20 — 8:58 a.m.

— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report of
a larceny/theft in the 400
block of 20th Street.
10/06/20 — 8:58 a.m.

— Fort Madison Po-

lice responded to a
report of a larceny/

theft in the 5200 block
of River Valley Road.
10/06/20 — 4:02 p.m.

— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report of a
larceny/theft in the 1800
block of 33rd Street.
10/06/20 — 7:01 p.m.

— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report
of a hitand run in the
800 block of Avenue E.

Lee County
Sheriff’s Report
10/06/20 - 11:43 a.m.

riah Giselle Kirk, 23, of
Camdenton, Mo., at the
intersection of E. 233rd
Street and 259th Avenue,
on a charge of being a
fugitive from justice. She
was taken to the Lee
County Jail and held.
10/06/20 — 12:21 p.m.

— Lee County Sheriff's
deputies cited Christo-
pher Daniel Smith, 45, of
Alexandria, Mo., on Hwy.
61 and 233rd Street, on
a warrant for 3rd-degree
theft. We was released
on a promise to appear.
10/06/20 - 6:29 p.m.

— Lee County Sheriff's
deputies arrested Erica
Ann Boudreau, 30, of Fort
Madison, at the sheriff's
office on charges of
simple assault, violation
of parole, 12 counts of

failure to maintain control,
striking fixtures on a high-
way, and reckless driving.
She was taken to the Lee
County Jail and held.
10/06/20 - 9:18 p.m. -
Lee County Sheriff's dep-
uties arrested Suzanne
Schmitz, 56, of Montrose,
in the 2500 block of 280th
Street in Montrose, on a
charge of 3rd-degree theft.
She was taken to the Lee
County Jail and held.
Those listed above

are presumed inno-

cent until proven guilty

in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire

& Rescue Report
10/06/20 — Fort Madison
firefighters responded
to two medical calls.

Follow Us @pencitycurrent

DO
YOUR
PART

Great River Regional Waste Authority urges you to wear gloves

when moving bins for residential trash pick-up.
Workers can touch over 2000 bins a day before even touching yours.
Don’t forget to wash your hands after bringing in your bin!

WWW.GRRWA.COM

for your
community
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Lee County News/From the Front

LCHD reports 8th COVID-19
related death in county

LEE COUNTY - The Lee County Health Department reported an additional 16
positive cases of COVID-19 in the county in the last 24 hours.

The department also reported an eighth COVID-related death. The counties 14-
day positive average rate is 8.8% an uptick from the weeks previous high of 8.6%. A
total of 536 of those testing positive are reportedly recovered.

SAVE 10”

off your October rental

Complete Rental

*Mention this coupon and receive 10% off your rental.
Offer valid through October 31, 2020.
Not valid with any other offers.

636 AAvenue O Fort Madlson, Iﬂm

HONORING ALL WHO SERVED

SAMPLE LISTINGS

Honor your family members that answered the
call to serve in our special Veterans Day edition
on Wedneday, November 1 [ th.

(NOT SHOWN ACTUAL SIZE)

It is our honor to publish this information.
There is no charge for this service.

Leonard Anderson

Click this ad to submit your photos and
information using the form on our website
or email it to sales@ pencitycurrent.com
or mail it to Pen City Current, PO Box 366,
Fort Madison, 1A 52627.

SSGT Ezekiel

Please include photo (color or black & white), it s

veteran’s name, branch of service, tour(s) of duty,
your name and contact information
in case of questions.
A brief personal message is also welcome.

Operat
Freedom 2004-2005

A Brother in Ams.

Submissions are due by the end of the day
Monday, November 9th.

PO Box 366, Fort Madison, IA 52627 « News (319)371.1670 « Advertising (319)316.3621

Board excited about digging
into comprehensive parks plan

PARKS - Continued from Page 1

situated to create an analysis and inventory of city park needs, moreso than the City
Council is.

“What could the parks board do that the council can’t? You have the unique oppor-
tunity to be in a casual setting and put boots on the ground and do an asset analysis of
parks,” he said.

“If this group was meeting at Victory Field, here’s some things wed see. Wed see a
baseball diamond that gets used for pick up games and it’s very nostalgic. Wed seen
some old bathrooms that should have been torn down years ago. Wed see a tennis
court that either needs to be repurposed, torn out, or made purposeful”

The mayor said that adds another layer of passion to the city’s 5-year comprehensive
plan as a whole. He said a well thought out plan would attract the council’s attention.
“This is exciting to me,” said board member Sue Pieper. “I want to do flip flops all

over the room. We just need to get a plan and get moving.”

The improvements wouldn't all have to be funded in the public sector, the mayor
said.

“With a plan in place you can then pursue funding streams from grants, service
organizations, and yes, the general fund,” he said.

When the City Council reviews the annual budget, Mohrfeld said it’s easy to swipe
away projects when they have to find funds or other necessities.

“But when we have the park board championing a five-year plan that they’ve put
some priority to, some thought to ,and some logic to — now it’s a little harder to sweep
that aside,” he said.

He admitted that there would be funding shortfalls, but other revenue streams could
help pick up where the city may have to leave off.

“What I'm looking for is empowering the parks board to use their love of parks to
create a five-year plan that could be sold to council, the city, and to citizens, so we can
move forward with park improvements with as many tools as are in the tool chest,”
Mohrfeld said.

In other action, the board:

o set Oct. 24 at 8:30 a.m. as a tree planting session for 12 trees. Five trees will be
planted at Rodeo Park and seven will be planted at Riverview Park as part of the
Alliant Branches Out program. A demonstration will be held at the Old Lions Shelter
House in Rodeo Park prior to volunteers fanning out to plant the trees.

« heard from Old Settler’s organization about the park’s annual Trick or Treat event
in the park. The event will be held from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. and then annual city’s Beg-
ger’s Night will be held from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. with a recommendation of caution and
adhering to health guidelines around the COVID crisis.

« heard from representatives of the Canine Corral about tree planting that will be
taking place there in November. The group has about 125 trees being delivered the
week of Nov. 9.

« heard a request to try to find a place for outside Pickleball courts in Fort Madison.
A suggestion was made to repurpose the courts at Victory Field to allow play there.

The average person is on their device 3+ hours per day.

Reach your customers
wherever they are

with digital ads.
Call Lee (319)371.4125 or Chuck (319)371.1670

Lee County Health Department

Drive-thru Flu Shot Clinic

Thursday, October 15, 2020
Lee County Fairgrounds
2:00pm - 6:00pm

**or until vaccine runs out - if we run out it will be announced on the LCHD Facebook page**

We will accept
(please bring your insurance card):
Medicare
Wellmark
or Private Pay of $25

Clinic will take place Rain or Shine
Please follow the signs for clinic flow

Children (17 years or younger) flu shots will not be available. LE E
To get a flu shot for your child please call (319)376-4767.

CH
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SPorts/ From the Front

FMEDC weighs in on
franchise tax proposal

FEE - Continued from Page 1

the city or other outside
sources consider funding
mechanisms that could
potentially harm their
global competitiveness
and/or reduce their inter-
nal corporate advantage
for future growth,” Huft-
man said reading from a
prepared statement.

“The city’s proposed
franchise fee on both
natural and electric is
doing just that for many
of our industries which
are employment centers
of our community.”

Huftman said 50% or
more of the proposed rev-
enue increases for the city
would be shouldered by
just five industry partners.

Huffman said hed like
to see a larger sweep of
city budget to identify
additional cost saving
measures vs. the ongo-
ing discussion of cutting
services.

Huftman said the con-

ecerns focus on keeping

some of the industries
competitive within their
own companies.

“What is it going to cost
us if we lose another com-
pany. And what would
it cost us if we missed
out on the next growth
that puts 100 jobs here.

I know that’s not all on
the franchise fee, but its a
part of it”

Bryan Langerud, plant
manager at Con Agra said
with the recent acquisi-
tion by ConAgra, now the
Fort Madison facility is no
longer the only canning

facility within the com-
pany.

Langerud said in reality,
Fort Madison, despite
adding new lines and
more than 100 additional
employees, is one of the
smaller canning facilities
in the ConAgra brand.

Langerud said at
1.5% the tax would cost
ConAgra $60,000 annu-
ally. He said at 5% when
the new line expansion
is figured in that number
climbs to $200,000.

“That’s pretty signifi-
cant. And it’s tied to ener-
gy obviously, and the last
electric increase we took
was 13% — a $2 million
spend. So these things
are starting to compound
themselves and put us in a
challenging position.”

Emily Benjamin, with
Climax Molybdenum,
said the move is heavily
disproportionate to indus-
tries and their ability to
stay competitive.

She said Climax is com-
mitted to Fort Madison
and was encouraged by
discussions that are un-
derway between the city
and industry.

“I think its important to
mention that COVID has
required some uncom-
fortable changes for all
the industries in the area,”
she said.

“We've all heard from
our corporate offices that
cost containment mea-
sures are necessary and
capital projects planned
for the next five years will

need to be postponed un-
til some level of economic
recovery is realized”

City Manager David
Varley was not at Tues-
day’s meeting but said in
a budget recap last month
that overall the city’s
expenses, which are 81%
payroll, exceed revenues
by about $400,000.

Mayor Matt Mohrfeld
has advocated for the tax,
but wants it phased in
with a smaller hit up front
and then a review to see if
the rate needs increased,
decreased or reset at 0.
Varley said a 3% tax,
would help build a mini-
mum working capital and
close city funding gaps for
about five years.

He said bonding for the
remaining Hwy. 61 reha-
bilitation project would
also help put the city on
better financial footing.

Five of the seven coun-
cil members at the last
city council meeting fa-
vored the franchise fee in
some form, but arrived at
no consensus on a specific
rate or structure.

The council did unani-
mously approve an agree-
ment with the law firm
Ahlers Cooney out of Des
Moines to represent the
city in any negotiations
with the utilities involved
in collecting the franchise
tax

(319) 3725759

5102 Ave. O
Fort Madison, 1A 52627

Fort Colony Restaurant

DAILY SPECIALS

HOUNDS CROSS COUNTRY

Miller 4th, Weigand 9th
at Centerville X-country

Miller, Gager run 4th and 5th at Red Invite

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

CENTERVILLE - At the Timm Lamb Invitational two weeks ago, junior Austin
Miller said he saw classmate Will Gager ahead of him on the course and raced to try
and catch up.

On Tuesday, Miller caught Gager enroute to 4th place overall finish at the Cen-
terville Big Red/Redette Cross Country Invitational at The Preserve Golf Course at
Honeywood.

Miller just missed nipping the 17-minute mark on the 5K with a 17:02 time, nine
seconds in front of 4th place Gager. The two top finishes helped the Bloodhounds to
a 5th place overall finish in the 12-team meet.

Freshman Paetyn Weigand finished ninth for the Lady Hounds with a time of
22:41, 6th best in scoring runners, to lead Fort Madison to a 7th place overall finish.
Another freshman, Jordyn Burch captured 20th place in the scoring runners with a
time of 23:31.

Raquel Schneider was 29th with a time of 24:00, while Maddie Rashid finished
50th and Mylah Blanchard rounded out the scoring finishes at 61st for the Lady
Hounds who totaled 166 points.

For the boys, Anthony Barnes was 26th across at 19:05, the third best time for the
Hounds. Hayden Wolfe crossed at 19:27 for 34th place among scoring runners, and
John Contrell was 54th with a time of 20:31.

In the middle school 1.5 mile girls run, Fort Madison took first place with Avery
Rump leading the way at 10:12. Allison Lamb was 8th overall at 10:45, followed by
Hailey Kemper (11th), Addison Rump (18th) and Ellie Huebner (21st), lead a group
of three including Lillian Gelsthorpe (22nd) and Alexa Walz (23rd) fighting for the
final scoring spot. Fort Madison won with 59 points, followed by Ottumwa Evans
with 98 points.

In the middle school boys run, Peyton Lambert finished 5th at 9:40 to help the Lit-
tle Hounds to a 4th place finish. Nolan Guzman (11th) and Jacob Shottenkirk (18th)
rounded out the top 20 finishes for Fort Madison.

>

YOUR AD

HERE
Call Lee

(319) 371.4125

Doyouhavetime-
to help stop crime?

Visit any of these Facebook pages to learn more
about what the Neighborhood Watch Program is
& how to start your own group or join an existing group!

Join us today to help
keep our communities safer!
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PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!

Generations of Great Service

* 24 Hour Service
* Never An Overtime Charge
* FREE Estimates
* Servicing All Makes

FullService HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison, Burlington, and surrounding
areas with over 30 Years Experience!

Ft.Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

or email classifieds

YOUR AD HERE
for as little as $50 per month

Call Lee at 319.371.4125

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

€

(319) 316-6016

Now Open Monday through Friday

1001 Avenue H, Suite 2 « Fort Madison
www. ClearViewVision.com

tissues

Don’t Let
Your Business
Slip Away

If someone is hurt on your property, is your
business protected?

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying
claim costs beyond where your business insurance
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today
because when your world is protected - it’s business
as usual.

Larry Holtkamp

1301 37th St

Fort Madison

(319) 372-9145

(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

B FARM BUREAU
'BD. FINANCIAL SERVICES
Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Business | Farm & Ranch

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)
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Vinyl Banners

Fort Madison, IR

ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING ARERS!

Posters Art
Supplies
Printing
Office
Furniture
Trifold Brochures

319.3712.2121
doddprinting.com

encitycurrent.com

How can chiropractic therapy help you?
BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC

Improved joint mobility, function, and health
Decreased degeneration of joints and connective

Improved circulation
Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison « 319-372-3800
http.//brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
Extremity Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation

Cranial Adjustment
Muscle Facilitation

Fort Madison ¢ Burlington * Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

Grand Things Happen Here

West Point, IA 52656

uuuuuuuuu

1903 West Point Rd ‘

com

¢ Transmission Repair
¢ Alignments
¢ Coolant/Transmission Flush

* Major/Minor Engine Repair
¢ Tune-Up

3136 Avenue M

Ft. Madison, IA
Junior Stewart, Owner

(319) 371-4509

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

(319) 372-1060

Toll Free 1-888-818-7378
Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

1728 Ma Office: 319-524-2334

28 in
Keokuk, IA 52632 Fax: 319-524-2373

Saunders/ Bunger

An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187

DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

THeln CRRWA Keep Your Gommunity Hazard-Fres!

Household Hazardous
Waste Unit is open
Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370

Call for an appointment

Ft Madisor
2002

Visit Us Online!  www.grwa.com  facebook.com/grmwa



mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://www.GriffinMuffler.com
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PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE AT WWW.PENCITYCURRENT.COM OR CALL (319)371.4125

€

HELP WANTED

Beautiful Studio
Apartment

A perfect space if you love

a river view and enjoy nice
things. This upstairs apart-
ment is located in downtown
Fort Madison. All utilities

as well as washer/dryer are
included. Off-street parking,
shared courtyard, and secu-
rity cameras are just a few
benefits. $850 per month.

Chateau Apartments Extra
Clean & Quiet
Apartments for Rent

Extra clean & quiet with free
YMCA membership included.
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in  microwave.
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300.
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large
backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required.
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 6509

[ ]
1lin
Selling
classic
[ ]
carsina We're Not Southeast Iowa’s
modern Ifavortte Dental Office
Without Our Great Team
2136 Green Bay Rd
way Wever, 1A 52658
APPLY TODAY 319-372-7852
TO JOIN US!
NOW HIRING!
Pothitakis Dentistry current-
ly has a position available for
a Full-Time Dental Assistant. SEASONAL
Up to 200 words LABORERS
Complete an application at
1 PhOtO o 14 daYS or mail your resume to & OFFICE HELP
FREE 1223 S. Gear Avenue,
Eastman Plaza, Suite 302 Possibly turning into
West Burlington, IA 52655 FT or PT with Benefits
Place .our or email burldental @ gmail.com
Heartland Co-Op is an
ad online EOE
Equal Opportunity Employ-
24,7 er (EOE-AA) committed
www. i rrent.com to advancing diversity in
([ J the workplace. Post of-
fer pre-employment drug
] screen, job physical, &
Emall our physical capacity profile
ad (4] required.
el B Click here to FOR JOB INFO
& TO APPLY VISIT:
Call place yuur ad heartlandcoop.submit-
4jobs.com
(319)371.4125 .
Select Southeast lowa,
online 24/7 Southea:

sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty
Co.

319.371.7733

LEE

CHD

Lee County Health Department is seeking a contracted
Dental Assistant, up to 40 hours per week, to provide
chairside assistance to hygienists working within the
agency’s school-based dental sealant program in a
multi-county service area. The position also includes
office hours to help with follow up calls, care coordination,
and data entry for all agency dental programs. Applicant
must be an lowa licensed dental assistant with at least
one year of clinical experience. If interested, please send
resume to Rachael Patterson-Rahn, Oral Health Program
Manager, at LCHD, PO Box 1426, #3 John Bennett Drive,
Fort Madison, IA 52627 or email rprahn@leecountyhd.org
by October 31, 2020. LCHD is an equal opportunity

[~Smile ym

lowa Department of Public Health

Dental Assistant

Dental Hygienist

Lee County Health Department is seeking a full-time lowa
Licensed Dental Hygienist for oral health programs
including I-Smile™. Applicant must be an lowa licensed
dental hygienist with at least one year of clinical
experience. Responsibilities will include providing and
documenting basic preventive oral health services for
children, pregnant women, at-risk adults, and older
lowans. Some travel to multi-county service areas. If
interested, please send resume to Rachael Patter-
son-Rahn, Oral Health Program Manager, at LCHD, PO
Box 1426, #3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison, |IA 52627
or email rprahn@leecountyhd.org by October 31, 2020.
LCHD is an equal opportunity employer.

(-Smilewp

lowa Department of Public Health

Advertise in a brand new way.

Lee (319)371.4125  Chuck (319)371.1670
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From the Front

No candidate should audition behind closed doors

CANDIDATES - Continued from Page 1

Fort Madison Mayor Matt Mohrfeld cited that
language Tuesday night when asked by Council-
man Mark Lair if candidate interviews would be
conducted in closed session. The city’s attorney Pat
O’Connell was on via video conference and didn’t
interject.

We will. And we object.

The intent and grammar of 21.5(1)(i) does not
give a city the option of interviewing candidates to
fill a vacancy on the council out of public view, in
our opinion. Nor does it serve the public interest in
any way whatsoever.

Let’s pick apart the code. Elections cannot require
of candidates, and some times this is more clear
than we want it to be, a level of “professional compe-
tency”. Period. They are based on residence, age, and
sometimes a criminal background. Nowhere in the
U.S. will you find a candidate qualification for public
office that requires a level of “professional compe-
tency’, and that is all 21.5(1)(i) addresses.

That competency is measured by the electorate in
a public format. i.e., news articles, debates, public
forums etc.

Since there can be no premise of professional
competency in a candidate for public office, there’s
no foundation for that discussion in closed session.

Case closed. And yes, we believe it’s that simple.

The campaign process is all about the public
getting to know the candidate. Holding a candidate
interview in closed session is a huge skirt of the law,

€

and is even more disingenuous to the voters of the
2nd and 3rd wards.

It should also be suspect to every voter in Fort
Madison.

Back to the code, the language the city’s attorney is
working off reads the closed session can only be held
when necessary to prevent needless and irreparable
injury to the individual’s reputation.

Those who file to run in an election and campaign
are subject to all those questions from the public.
These candidates would get to sidestep that scrutiny
by the very group that appoints them.

It very likely won't get to that point if Hamelton
gets his petition filed, but in the future it could. We
believe, the intent of that code is for the appointment
of staff by managers or administrators. Fort Madison
City Code at 1-9-2 (1) allows for the city manager to
appoint certain city staff with council approval.

This closed meeting allowance, in our opinion,
is intended for those appointments that need to be
approved by the council... and absolutely not for

QPen City Carent

interviewing for council vacancies.

As an aside, the same Iowa Open Meetings code
21.5 reads at the very top, any ambiguity in the code
is to be resolved in favor of openness. It’s a huge,
huge stretch to believe these interviews should be
done outside the public purview.

We are calling for all council members to vote
against any closed session interviews of any candi-
dates filling vacancies for public office. Forever.

By the way, rumor is that no one has stepped up
for the 3rd Ward seat vacated by Tyler Miller Tues-
day. That’s the district between 16th and 24th streets
from Avenue P to A with a jog north on 24th.

It’s a tough draw historically, but now’s the time.
The city is facing the possibility, and likelihood, of
imposing a franchise tax on gas and electric usage to
help climb out of a financial funk. That vote will be a
critical vote as industries and economic development
officials oppose it, but the city’s financial picture is
not good.

Level heads and well-versed individuals are going
to need to be a part of that discussion... and many,
many others. But we believe, based on conversations
at Tuesday’s meeting, that issue will be in front of the
council in short order.

Someone in that district has had a thought of
running for office while reading a PCC article. Call
the mayor at 319-470-0937. Hed love to hear from
ya — but that’s Beside the Point.

Chuck Vandenberg is the editor and co-owner of the
Pen City Current and can be reached by email at edi-
tor@pencitycurrent.com
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You're gonna need
a higger bag

At Sonny’s, we're committed to offering
you quality groceries at affordable prices

in a healthy ¢ safe environment. We
have so much great food, you're
gonna need a bigger bag.

Thank you for shopping local.
Stay safe!

Call for curhside pickup

319.837.6126

327 5™ Street, West Point, IA

Protect What’s Important.

When you need peace of mind, look to
one of the area s leading insurance agencies.

Avuto - Home - Health
Business - Life
Farm - Crop

Serving Southeast Iowa, Northeast Missouri,
& West-Central Illinois

307 5th Street West Point
19-837-6178 or 800-292-2208 | www.fullenkampins.com
Open M-F 7:30 - 5:00 & Saturday 8:30 - 11



http://www.fullenkampins.com
https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
mailto:editor@pencitycurrent.com
mailto:editor@pencitycurrent.com

Click here to visit us on Facebook



https://www.facebook.com/denmarkucc

Click here to register

Wednesday, October 21st
10:00 am—2:00 pm

Baxter Sports Complex Parking lot
909 48th St, Fort Madison, |IA 52627

job Drive-Thru this job fair to pick up a packet
of information about jobs hiring now &

See kers local resources in our community!

Register to participate here or contact Dana at
Employers naseasmmmmms
dmillard@leecountyedg.com or Deb at

VBTGB EESS debra.fox@iwd.iowa.gov for additional details.



https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/P75KL3V
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