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 HOUNDS READY FOR PLAYOFFS
From Jerry’s 
Pizza to 
Casey’s Pizza

DOWNTOWN FM
City officials hear no response on Humphrey building

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – One deadline has 
passed and another is set to expire today 
in a southeast Iowa judge’s order regard-
ing the Humphrey building in downtown 
Fort Madison.

The building located at 732 Avenue 
G has experienced structural settling 
and crumbling of the west exterior wall. 
City officials barricaded the sidewalk 
and parking stalls on the west side of the 
building for fear of additional crumbling. 
At one point the entire street from the 
8th Street alley north to Avenue G was 
closed off.

The city worked informally for the past 
several years to get the building brought 

“Don’t cry because it’s over, smile 
because it happened.” Dr. Seuss

It’s the people she misses. Lea (pro-
nounced “Lee”) Bradley talks about 
the recent closing of her and her hus-
band’s business in Mt. Pleasant, Jerry’s 
Family Restaurant, better known 
as “Jerry’s Pizza,” the demolition of 
the building, and Casey’s erecting a 
convenience store in its place. “There 
were regular customers who came in 
everyday. Everyday,” she repeats.

Lea Bradley stands in front of the 
rubble that was once Jerry’s Family 
Restaurant. Jerry’s was a favorite stop 
for politicians. President Obama was 
there, as was Joe Biden, John Kerry, 
Kathleen Kennedy (Robert Kennedy’s 
daughter), Tom and Christie Vilsack, 
and others.

Dave Helman, former Henry Coun-
ty Democratic Party Chairman, loves 
to tell the story that Jerry’s is the only 
restaurant that kicked Joe Biden out 
to make room for the ladies’ bridge 
club. It was when Biden was running 
for president the first time. Dave 
Helman had set the meeting up. Biden 
was supposed to be at Jerry’s at 11:00 
a.m. 

The east room was reserved for 
them. Lea told Dave that she didn’t 
know if it was going to work because 
they played bridge there at 1:00. 
Dave said that he would make sure 
Biden was out. Well, Lea knew that 
politicians are notoriously late. Sure 
enough, the room filled up and no 
Joe. He came in around 12:15. At 1:00, 
Lea went to the door and motioned 
for Dave to clear the room. He did 
and Biden’s group moved outside on 
the grassy knoll between Car Quest 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

FMHS Senior Bryce Britton brings in the American flag last week before the Fairfield game. The Hounds 
will host a first-round Class 3A playoff pod game tonight at Richmond Satidum against Knoxville. See 
inside for a preview of the game.

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
THU 09 Jan.................................................................Overcast, 57º F/ 40º F
FRI 10 Jan .................................................................. Overcast, 68º F/ 43º F
SAT 11 Jan ............................................................Light Showers, 56º F/ 36º F

IOWA LOTTERY
LOTTO AMERICA 10/14 ..................4 14 24 25 33, Star Ball: 7, All Star Bonus: 2
PICK 3 10/14 MIDDAY ...................................................................................... 8 0 1
PICK 3 10/14 EVENING.....................................................................................2 8 1
PICK 4 10/14 MIDDAY ................................................................................... 1 0 7 8
PICK 4 10/14 EVENING ................................................................................7 3 8 8
POWERBALL 10/14 ...........................21 37 52 53 58, Powerball: 5, Power Play: 2

EMPTY 
NEST
By Curt Swarm

See SWARM, page 8

BLOODHOUND PREVIEW

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

Fort Madison Fire Chief Joey Herren puts up some caution tape in 
front of the Humphrey building earlier this year to barricade off side-
walks and parking stalls on 8th Street due to deterioration of the 
building.See ORDER, page 8
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Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 or (800) 458-6672

Medicare Certified

Your Choice for Compassionate Hospice Care

Hospice Services include

in Lee, Des Moines, Henry, and Van Buren counties in Iowa
& Hancock and Henderson counties in Illinois

24/7 on-call nursing staff • Skilled nursing services
Social worker visits • Music & massage therapy
Homecare aide assistance • Volunteer services

Spiritual & grief support

www.LeeCountyHD.org

Lee County Health Department Hospice

Providing comforting end-of-life care since 1989

http://www.leecountyhd.org
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5636 Avenue O, Fort Madison, IA
(319) 372-8105

Located right across the road from Jim Baier Ford in Fort Madison

Complete Rental
PRICE BEAT GUARANTEE

Show us
an advertised price or quote

*Not valid with any other discounts

WE’LL BEAT IT BY 15%

415 Chestnut Street, Donnellson • (319)835.5000 • www.welchsins.com

OUR FAMILY
Looking Out for Your Family

Stop by or call us for all
your insurance needs.  

Serving your 
insurance 
needs for 
more than 
35 years

Personal • Commercial

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

10/12/20 – 1:36 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
vandalism in the 2100 
block of Avenue F.
10/12/20 – 10:36 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a stolen vehicle in the 
6000 block of Avenue O.
10/13/20 – 12:24 a.m. – 
Fort Madison Police cited 
Kimberly Michelle Brewer, 
40, of Fort Madison in 
the 3200 block of Ave-
nue P, on a charge of 
driving while barred.
10/13/20 – 3:29 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
400 block of 5th Street.
10/13/20 – 8:48 p.m. – 
Fort Madison Police cited 
Jesse Winslow Mcgee 
Jr., of Kahoka, Mo., in 
the 5600 block of Avenue 
O, on a charge of driv-
ing under suspension.
10/13/20 – 7:10 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
2600 block of Avenue L.
10/13/20 – 8:21 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
arrested Corey Lynn 
Smith, 42, of Fort Madi-
son, in the 4800 block of 
Avenue O, on a warrant 
for probation violation 
and controlled substance 
violation. He was taken 

to Lee County Jail.
10/13/20- 8:27 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
2600 block of Avenue G.
10/14/20 – 5:49 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
arrested Bryce Duance 
Caldwell, 35, of Fort 
Madison, in the 900 
block of 21st Street, on 
a warrant for failure to 
appear and a charge of 
driving under suspen-
sion. He was released 
on a promise to appear.
10/14/20 – 10:59 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a property 
damage accident in the 
2000 block of Avenue O.
10/15/20 – 12:20 a.m. – 
Fort Madison Police cited 
Jessica Marie Fitzgerald, 
24, of Fort Madison, in 
the 1800 block of 24th 
Street on a charge of 
driving under suspension.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

10/12/20 – 2:45 p.m. 
– Lee County Sheriff’s 
deputies arrested Robert 
Edward Williams, 38, of 
Keokuk, at the sheriff’s 
office on a warrant for 
parole violation. He was 
taken to Lee County Jail.
10/12/20 – 10:18 p.m. 
– Lee County Sheriff’s 
deputies arrested Rod-
erick Vaughn Taylor 
Rice, 42, of Fort Madi-

son, at the Polk County 
Jail on warrants for sex 
offender violation and 
probation violation.
10/14/20 – 1:39 p.m. 
– Lee County Sheriff’s 
deputies arrested Moni-
ca Johanna Lino, 32, of 
Keokuk, at the sheriff’s 
office, on a warrant for 
failure to appear. She was 
taken to Lee County Jail.
10/14/20 – 4:50 p.m. 
– Lee County Sheriff’s 
deputies arrested Ethan 
Joseph Walte, 18, of 
Keokuk, at the sheriff’s 
office on warrants for 
violation of probation, 
striking an unattended 
vehicle and failure to 
maintain control. He was 
taken to Lee County Jail.
10/15/20 – no time listed 
– Lee County Sheriff’s 
deputies arrested Antwan 
Lawrence Brewster, 20, 
of Keokuk, at the sheriff’s 
office, on warrants for 
1st-degree burglary and 
failure to appear. He was 
taken to Lee County Jail.
10/15/20 – 8:00 a.m. 
– Lee County Sheriff’s 
deputies arrested Chast-
edy Marie Sargent, 24, 
of Keokuk, no location 
given, on a charge of 
interference with official 
acts. She was taken 
to Lee County Jail.
Those listed above 
are presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty 
in a court of law.

OBITUARIES

FRANCIS M. ENDERLE
Francis Mark Enderle, 62, of Keokuk, IA, died Saturday, October 10, 2020 

at the University of Iowa Hospital in Iowa City, IA.
He was born on September 23, 1958 in Keokuk, IA, the son of Francis T. 

and Mary Ann Ferris Enderle. He graduated from Cardinal Stritch High 
School in Keokuk with the Class of 1977.

He had been employed as a painter for several contractors in Florida.
Mark was very skilled at refinishing furniture. He volunteered his time and 

talents at Keokuk Walldogs, and helped paint several murals that were placed 
on buildings in downtown Keokuk.

He is survived by one son, Thomas Phillips of Arlington, VA, two brothers, 
Andrew Enderle and his wife Deanne and Tom Enderle and his wife Deb all 
of Keokuk, four sisters, Kathy Carter and her husband Mike of Hamilton, IL, 
Mary Hurley of Warsaw, IL, Julie Enderle O’Neill and her husband Bob of 
Seattle, WA and Ann Enderle of Eden Prairie, MN one aunt, Joan Meyertho-
len and many nieces, nephews and cousins.

He was preceded in death by his parents and one niece, Molly Hurley and 
one nephew, Ryan Hurley.

Private family services will be held at a later date.
Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorial-

home.com.

PATTY F. HOWELL
Patty F. Howell, 84, of Montrose, IA, went home to be with the Lord on 

Sunday, October 11, 2020 at the Montrose Health Care Center.
She was born on February 26, 1936 in Missouri.
She married Felix Howell and he preceded her in death.
Patty had been employed at The Chuck Wagon Café in Keokuk for many 

years.
She was a devout Catholic and a member of the All Saints Catholic Church 

in Keokuk.
One of her favorite pastimes was going to the Casino and playing the slot 

machines.
She is survived by her daughter-in-law, Paula Hendricks of Keokuk and 

one niece, Peggy Cottman of Keokuk. 
There will be no services.
The Vigen Memorial Home in Keokuk is assisting the family with arrange-

ments.
Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorial-

home.com.

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes 
and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are 
also run as submitted by the funeral homes.

https://completerentalfm.com/
http://www.WelchsIns.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com


BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

MEDIAPOLIS – The Holy Trinity Crusaders swept 
their way through the Mediapolis Invitational Thurs-
day night to wrap up the regular season.

The Fort Madison Bloodhounds went 1-2 on the 
night knocking off Mediapolis in the first match of 
the night, but then falling to Holy Trinity and Ed-
dyville-Blakesburg-Fremont.

Fort Madison (11-17) and Holy Trinity (25-9) met 
up in the second match of the night and the Hounds 
had things in hand early on opening up an 11-6 lead 
on the Crusaders in the first set.

Madison Pirri reeled off three straight points with 
the Hounds up 8-6. The Crusaders found a case of the 
yips in the stretch with Brooke Mueller missing on two 
attacks and Kassi Randolph shoving a push at the net 
out of bounds, forcing a time out from Head Coach 
Melissa Freesmeier.

Randolph would get a kill out of the time out which 
would trigger a 6-2 run for the Crusaders capped by a 
kill from the outside by Claire Pothitakis for a 13-12 
lead.

The set would go back and forth with ties at 13, 14, 
16, 18 and 20 before HTC went on a 7-0 run to wrap it 
up. Fort Madison called a time out after back-to-back 
attack errors gave HTC the lead 21-20, but Randolph 
would take over with two kills in the final three points 
for the win.

The Crusaders would cruise to win the second set 
opening up a quick 14-5 lead behind three kills from 
Mueller, and big block by Mueller and Kayla Box at 
10-3. Randolph would get three kills in the middle of a 
5-3 run to set the score at 19-8 as HTC ran away with 
the match.

Fort Madison would take E-B-F into three sets but 
would fall in the tiebreaker 15-9 in their final match of 
the night.

Holy Trinity ran into a bit of a buzzsaw with Medi-
apolis to wrap up the night. The Crusaders jumped all 
over the Bulldogs in the first set trying to get home for 
the Dodgers/Braves game, but Mediapolis had other 
plans after dropping the first set 25-14.

The Bulldogs’ senior Josie Wolter took over early 
recording three kills in the first seven points to spot 
Mediapolis a 7-4 lead. HTC would come back to tie the 
match at 8 on a kill from Mueller in a 7-0 run that put 
the Crusaders up 11-8.

Mediapolis would put together a run of their own 
and a kill from Wolter knotted things up at 11. The two 
would go back and forth through a tie at 17 and then 
Wolters would give HTC fits again forcing a time out at 
20-17.

The Bulldogs would stretch the lead to five at 22-17 
before Randolph dumped a push over the front line 
that landed in the center court to make it 22-18. Two 
more attacking errors by the Crusaders and a kill from 
sophomore Kennedy Willever put the set away 25-20.

Freshman Natalie Randolph got the Crusaders off to 
a 3-0 start in the tiebreaker from the service line, while 
Pothitakis cleaned things up at the net as HTC pulled 
away. A kill from Kassi Randolph inside gave Holy 
Trinity at 10-5 lead and the junior finished things off 
with a kill at 14-9 for the win.

Head Coach Melissa Freesmeier was playing without 
the services of senior Katie Denning, who’s still nursing 
a stress fracture and freshman Mary Kate Bendlage, 
but she said this year the Crusaders have learned from 
adversity and can roll with the changes in personnel 

with the post-season starting next week.
“They’re ready. We know we can throw any lineup in 

and it’s going to work We’re just ready to get started,” 
Freesmeier said. “We got through the season and now 
it’s hurry up and get to the post season. We’re excited.”

The Crusaders are in a bracket with 13th-ranked 
WACO and Burlington Notre Dame, who now are 
playing with Monmouth transfer twins Josie and Jenna 
Bentz, two impact players that were originally ruled in-
eligible by the Iowa Girls High School Athletic Union.

After the union did an about face on appeal, the Ni-
kes have gone 7-0 while taking 18 of 21 sets, including 
a 3-1 win over WACO on the road.

Freesmeier said this will be the toughest road 
through the regionals in several years.

“We got a bunch of seniors on this team that are 
great kids and the younger kids have learned a lot this 
year. So bring it on, let’s have some fun,” she said.

“It’s been tough all year, but the best team goes and 
you gotta play the best to be the best.”

Fort Madison coach Kent Bailey said the Blood-
hounds have to find ways to overcome flat spells in 
matches.

“We put some other players in who work just as hard 
as starters do. Then we get flat and we put our starters 
back in and they don’t come back in ready to play, and 
we lose a third game to Eddyville,” Bailey said. “We’ve 
done that several times this year.”

The Hounds post-season Class 4A Region 8 brack-
et includes several comparable teams, including Mt. 
Pleasant and Burlington with No. 4 North Scott loom-
ing in the top half on a bye.

“We’ve beat Mt. Pleasant. We’ve taken games away 
from Burlington,” he said. “We just gotta get kids ex-
cited about going out their and battling and win it. You 
just gotta go out and do it.”
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NOW OPEN

1001 Avenue H, Suite 2 • Fort Madison

Ask about our
Grand Opening Specials 

(319) 316-6016

Locally Owned and Operated

Dr. Derek Vogelpohl is now seeing patients
in his new Fort Madison office

Monday through Friday.
* We Accept Most Insurances *

HTC wins Mepo Invite; Hounds 1-2 in regular season finale

Fort Madison’s Reyna Lampe (9) tries to get 
a tip on a kill by Mediapolis’ Cara Knoke (8) in 
early action Thursday night in Mediapolis.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Holy Trinity’s Kayla Box pushes an attack to 
the right in the first set of the Crusader’s tie-
breaker win over Mediapolis Thursday night.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

http://www.TKEF.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Optometrist/Clear-View-Vision-Center-101158518365592/
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EnjoyEnjoy
OnlineOnline

BankingBanking

319-469-3951

Click this ad to learn more or visit us online at
www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

Click Here
to Learn More

• Bill Pay• Bill Pay
• E-Statements• E-Statements
• NetTeller• NetTeller
• Mobile Banking App• Mobile Banking App

from your own home

Online banking is safe and secure 
and can be done anywhere
you have online access –

even from the safety
of your own home!

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – The 
Knoxville Panthers are first 
up in the state’s whipped 
up “pod” playoff system in 
the 2020 Iowa high school 
football season – brought to 
you by COVID-19.

The Panthers come to 
Jim Youel Field on Friday 
sporting a shy 1-6 record 
with the only win coming 
against Keokuk in week 2 – a 
win that’s not lost on Fort 
Madison Head Coach Derek 
Doherty.

“I’ve said this all year, 
but if I firmly believe that 
anyone that beats Keokuk 
is a good football team,” 
Doherty said.

“From what we know 
and have seen, Knoxville is 
a team that got banged up 
early and got bitten by the 
injury bug, but they have 
proven they are a good foot-
ball team.”

On paper, the Panthers 
like to come out you on the 
ground with a physical run 
game championed by soph-
omore Gavin Montalvo, who 
has over 350 yards on 56 
carries, averaging over five 
yards per attempt.

Doherty said schematical-
ly, Knoxville compares to a 
West Burlington team that 
will run wild plays out of the 
backfield.

“They do some crazy stuff 
to make it hard for you to 
prepare for them in a week, 
but I believe this is a team 
that is getting better and 
better,” he said.

“We’ve been getting in 
our kids ears that we have to 
train for the best. We have 
to bring our A game. If we 
bring our B game anybody 
can beat us. But when we 
bring the A game we’re 
tough to beat. “

The Panthers are lead by 
senior quarterback Kieren 
Nichols who’s completing 
just over 40% of his passes, 
but has four picks to go 
against three TDs on the 
year – a stat that probably 
has Fort Madison’s second-
ary itching to suit up.

The Hounds have 12 INTs 
on the year, including five 
from senior Will Larson. 
Three of those have been 
returned for scores. Larson 
is 3rd in the state in Class 3A 
with those five picks.

As a matter of fact, the 
Hounds have quite a few 
players with the FM logo 
on the state leaders mark. 
Senior Brock Califf is first in 
the state in kickoff returns 
for touchdowns and 3rd 
overall in return yards. Tate 
Johnson is second in the 
state in defensive touch-

downs and placekicker Xan-
der Wellman holds second 
place in Class 3A with four 
field goals and is fifth in PAT 
attempts and points.

Doherty said the achieve-
ments of the Bloodhounds 
this year is a result of 
training and foundation. 
He said former Coach Tony 
Shiffman started laying the 
foundations of this program 
four years ago. That coupled 
with players commitment 
to athletic enhancement has 
brought the program into 
the light.

“I think you have to look 
at in parts. Coach Shiffman 
laid a foundation and then 
you see what an Alex Gully 
was able to do while we 
rebuilt, but then a lot of this 
is done in the dark at 6:30 in 
the morning when it’s cold,” 
Doherty said.

“From the outside this 
may look like a fluke, but we 
think different.”

In the other game in the 
four-team Pod 11, District 
7’s Grinnell and Newton are 
facing off. The winners of 
the two games will meet next 
week at a site to be deter-
mined.

Doherty said he wasn’t 
sure what the state was 
thinking putting those four 
teams in the same pod. But 
he’s happy the Hounds are 
playing this week rather than 
getting one of the 11 byes 
handed out in Class 3A.

Each of the nine district 
winners were given byes, 
and then two other teams, 
both from District 1, Spen-
cer and Sergeant Bluff-Luton 
were also given byes, which 
means three teams in that 
6-team district were given 
byes, joining Boyden Hull/
Rock Valley.

The Bloodhounds were 
ranked 9th in the final Des 
Moines Register Poll and 
12th in the final AP poll, 
both ahead of all three of the 
District 1 teams with byes.

But Doherty said he’d 
rather be playing Friday than 
sitting out.

“We were split as a coach-
ing staff as we talked about 
it. Some said we’d take a bye, 
but I want to play. I hate 
waiting. The week is super 
long to me – and Friday, the 
pregame stuff, it just kills 
me. I want to get to 7 o’clock 
and go,” Doherty said.

“I don’t know what the 
state is looking at some-
times. I really truly wonder 
what they’re looking at with 
different decisions. But it’s 
certainly different being in 
my chair down here and not 
dealing with those.

“I guess the mentality 
we’re trying to push across is 
that this is business as usual. 

We’re gonna stick with the 
recipe that’s worked fairly 
well for us. Normal practices 
all the way until Friday.”

Part of the recipe includes 
an offense that has settled in 
with Landes Williams calling 
the snaps and making reads. 
Williams has accounted for 
18 TDs this year since com-
ing in to start in the fourth 
game against Keokuk.

Williams has 10 throw-
ing scores to three different 
receivers and has rushed for 
eight more.

Another ingredient in the 
recipe is an opportunistic 
defense that has scored five 
touchdowns in seven games 
and a special teams squad 
that has accounted for 58 
points, 40 from Wellman 
on PATs and field goals, and 
3 TDs from Califf off kick 
returns.

Calem Maclearn has 
established himself as the 
featured running back with 
291 yards on 41 carries for 
7.1 yards per attempt. But 
offensive coordinator Justin 
Menke isn’t afraid to give the 
ball to a bevy of runners as 
the Hounds have five backs 
with more than 10 carries on 
the year.

Doherty said moving 
Menke to the booth this year 
and putting him in charge 
of the offense has produced 
results.

“He’s very reactionary. He 
looks at what’s happening 
and the vision he has in the 
booth with Patrick (Lamb) 
generates ideas that get 
relayed down to us, but I’ve 
been happy with the change 
there,” Doherty said.

“He puts a smile on my 
face because he’ll walk in 
the door and say, ‘I’ve been 
thinking…’ and I love that. 
He’s adding his wrinkles and 
its making more and more 
sense to him, which is the 
important thing.”

Doherty also said the 
linemen are the unheralded 
heroes in the mix.

“That’s a great group of 
guys led by two awesome 
men in Coach (Josh) Wykert 
and Coach (Ryan) Smith,” 
Doherty said.

“Skill players get their 
names in the paper, but 
these guys are the ones beat 
up and dirty and underap-
preciated. You look at our 
guys and they move they’re 
smart, and they adapt, which 
is a bit innate but is also 
coached up.”

The game at Richmond 
Field starts at 7 p.m. Friday 
and because it’s a state play-
off game passes will not be 
accepted and entry is $6 per 
person. Masks are still re-
quired when social distanc-
ing cannot be observed.

Knoxville better than 1-6

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com
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for as little as $50 per month

Call Lee at 319.371.4125
or email classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!
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Farm Bureau Workers’ Compensation insurance can 
protect you, as the owner, from the high cost of 
unexpected injuries to your employees. Call me to 
schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable 
resource — your employees — are protected.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
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LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM
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schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable 
resource — your employees — are protected.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
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Generations of Great Service

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328

All Areas: 877-380-4328
www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Full Service HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison, Burlington, and surrounding 

areas with over 30 Years Experience!

• 24 Hour Service
• Never An Overtime Charge

• FREE Estimates
• Servicing All Makes

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

(319) 316-6016
Now Open Monday through Friday

1001 Avenue H, Suite 2 • Fort Madison
www.ClearViewVision.com

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://www.GriffinMuffler.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Optometrist/Clear-View-Vision-Center-101158518365592/
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
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Classifieds

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

NOW HIRING!

SEASONAL
LABORERS

& OFFICE HELP
Possibly turning into

FT or PT with Benefits

Heartland Co-0p is an  
Equal Opportunity Employ-
er (EOE-AA) committed 
to advancing diversity in 
the  workplace. Post of-
fer pre-employment drug 
screen, job physical, & 
physical capacity profile 
required. 

FOR JOB INFO
& TO APPLY VISIT:

heartlandcoop.submit-
4jobs.com 

Select Southeast Iowa, 
Region 3

 2136 Green Bay Rd   
Wever, IA 52658
319-372-7852

Beautiful Studio 
Apartment

A perfect space if you love 
a river view and enjoy nice 
things. This upstairs apart-
ment is located in downtown 
Fort Madison. All utilities 
as well as washer/dryer are 
included. Off-street parking, 
shared courtyard, and secu-
rity cameras are just a few 
benefits. $850 per month.

319.371.7753

ASSISTANT
IT ADMINISTRATOR

Lee County government has 
an opening in the IT/GIS De-
partment for an Assistant In-
formation Technology Admin-
istrator.  Job functions include 
network, computer hardware 
and software, telephone sys-
tems, and Microsoft, IBM and 
third-party software support 
and troubleshooting.  

Degree in computer science 
or related field or combina-
tion of related experience 
and education required.  

Salary based on qualifica-
tions and experience.  Excel-
lent benefits package.

See LeeCounty.org website 
for employment application 
and job description. Submit 
application and resume to

Lee County IT Department 
Attn: L.Schmitt
933 Avenue H

Fort Madison, IA 52627
or email to

lschmitt@leecounty.org

Deadline to apply is 4:00 pm 
on Friday, October 30, 2020. 

Lee County is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer

IT/GIS SYSTEMS
ADMINISTRATOR

Lee County government has 
an opening in the IT/GIS De-
partment for an Information 
Technology / Geographic 
Information Systems Admin-
istrator. 

Job functions include coor-
dination and monitoring all 
IT functions, network, tele-
phone systems, computer 
hardware, software and ca-
bling, planning, developing 
and controlling the IT / GIS 
department, and mainte-
nance & growth of the Geo-
graphic Information System. 

Degree in GIS, comput-
er science or related field 
or combination of related 
experience and education 
required.  Knowledge and 
experience with Microsoft 
server and desktop software, 
IBM iSeries and ArcGIS soft-
ware preferred.

Salary based on qualifica-
tions and experience.  Excel-
lent benefits package.

See LeeCounty.org website 
for employment application 
and job description.   Submit 
application and resume to 

Lee County IT Department
Attn: L.Schmitt
933 Avenue H

Fort Madison, IA 52627
or email to

lschmitt@leecounty.org

Deadline to apply is 4:00 pm 
on Friday, October 23, 2020. 

Lee County is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer

We’re Not Southeast Iowa’s
Favorite Dental Office

Without Our Great Team

APPLY TODAY
TO JOIN US!

Pothitakis Dentistry current-
ly has a position available for 
a Full-Time Dental Assistant.

Complete an application at
or mail your resume to
1223 S. Gear Avenue,

Eastman Plaza, Suite 302
West Burlington, IA 52655

or email burldental@gmail.com
EOE

HELP
WANTED

APARTMENTS FOR RENTHELP WANTED

Place your ad
online 24/7

SHOPClassifieds
Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

SO CAN YOU.

YOUR 
AD 

HERE
319.371.4125

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck (319)371.1670

https://heartlandcoop.submit4jobs.com/index.cfm?cid=85397&region=Region%203
https://heartlandcoop.submit4jobs.com/index.cfm?cid=85397&region=Region%203
http://LeeCounty.org
mailto:lschmitt@leecounty.org
http://LeeCounty.org
mailto:lschmitt@leecounty.org
mailto:burldental@gmail.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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From the Front

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Great River Regional Waste Authority
encourages you to wear glovesgloves  when moving bins 

for residential trash pick-up.

Those workers can touch

over 2000 bins a day

before even touching your bin. 

Don’t forget to wash your hands 

after bringing in your bin!!

Do Your Part!Do Your Part!

and Jerry’s. But the ladies had their bridge game.
Lea also has a hard time accepting that the 

perfectly good building that was Jerry’s Restaurant 
is being demolished so that a convenience store 
can go in. There are so many memories wrapped 
up in that building. They were in it for 42 years. It 
was an icon of Southeast Iowa. People came from 
as far away as Cedar Rapids to eat pizza at Jerry’s. 
And they shipped pizza and tenderloins all over 
the country for people who wanted food from Jer-
ry’s. When they announced that they were closing, 
the restaurant was swamped with people ordering 
half-baked pizzas that they could take home and 
freeze.

But Lea is thankful that they were not open 
when the Coronavirus pandemic hit, and restau-
rants had to close down. She feels so sorry for the 
restaurants. It’s almost impossible to survive on 
“to-go” business. She is convinced God was look-
ing after Jerry and her.

Casey’s had approached the Bradleys early on 
about purchasing the property. However, the 
Bradleys were hoping a restaurateur would step 
forward with an offer. It didn’t work out so the 
Bradleys went with the offer they had.

And Casey’s is a great Iowa-based company that 
has an outstanding reputation for quality service, 
food and convenience. The first question people 
asked was if the Casey’s store on West Washington 
was going to close or stay open. It is going to stay 
open. So Mt. Pleasant will join the ranks of towns 
that have more than one Casey’s General Store—
one on West Washington, and one soon-to-be on 
East Washington. Casey’s plan to have the new 
convenience store in operation by the end of 2020, 
a memorable year if there ever was one.

It’s been an emotional week for the whole fam-
ily with the Jerry’s building being demolished. It’s 
like losing an old friend—there are just so many 
memories that can’t be wiped away, or buried in 
the rubble. Lea has been keeping busy sorting 
through “stuff ” that they accumulated over the 
years. They sold most of the equipment, but hung 
onto the pizza ovens. You never know. They have a 
son, Brent, or the grandkids, who just may want to 
start a pizza business some day.

Have a good story? Call or text Curt Swarm 
in Mt. Pleasant at 319-217-0526, email him at 
curtswarm@yahoo.com or visit his website at www.
empty-nest-words-photos-and-frames.com

up to safety standards and 
code, and served a no-
tice to abate the ongoing 
structural issues on Sept. 
20, 2019.

On Sept. 25, 2020 
District Judge Michael 
Schilling gave Bryan Hum-
phrey, the owner of the 
building, until Oct. 9 to let 
city officials know how he 
was going to proceed with 
the building. He also fined 
Humphrey $150,000 with 
$120,000 suspended based 
on completion of the court 
order.

City Building Director 
Doug Krogmeier said he’s 
heard nothing from Hum-
phrey on the court orders.

“Thus far we’ve received 
nothing from him, so we’re 
not sure where he’s at with 
it,” Krogmeier said.

“I’ve passed it back to 

our city attorney with 
some questions on how to 
move forward, but haven’t 
heard back from him.”

The court order gave 
Humphrey until Oct. 9 to 
inform the city whether 
he was going to repair the 
building per recommen-
dations from an engineer 
hired by the city to eval-
uate the building, or get 
permits to demolish it.

That evaluation took 
place under a warrant 
in early September with 
structural engineer Mi-
chael Purol of Poepping, 
Stone & Bach Associates of 
Keokuk.

The order also mandated 
that if Humphrey chose to 
repair the building to the 
city’s recommendation, he 
had to shore up the west-
ern portion of the building 
by today, Oct. 15.

Krogmeier said those 
repairs would be internal 
repairs so he doesn’t know 
if anything is being done.

“We haven’t seen any ev-
idence of it – unless they’re 
working without any visual 
changes. But that’s part 
of a bunch of questions I 
sent back to our attorney,” 
Krogmeier said.

“We will continue to 
move forward at the direc-
tion of our attorney.”

Krogmeier said it’s possi-
ble that Humphrey mailed 
in a response to the judge’s 
orders, but said it’s been 
almost a week since the 
original Oct. 9 deadline, 
and that’s long enough.

Under the order, all the 
repairs have to be done 
in coordination with a li-
censed engineer who is re-
quired to confer with Purol 
to make sure the repairs 
are in line with his, and 
city, recommendations.

Krogmeier said he has 
not heard anything from 
Purol.

“He would let me know 
if he heard from them.”

If Humphrey is deemed 
to have failed to meet the 
Oct. 9 deadline, or if he 
fails to shore up the struc-
ture’s west side by the end 
of Thursday, the city may 
assume, under the order, 
that he intends to take no 
action and may proceed in 
abating the property as a 
nuisance.

If Humphrey fails to ad-
here to any other parame-
ters of the order, he must 
vacate the property by Dec. 
15 to permit the city to 
take any action necessary 
to abate the nuisance.

ORDER - Continued from Page 1

City looking to attorney 
for path with bulding

SWARM - Continued from Page 1

Jerry’s sidestepped pandemic

http://www.grrwa.com
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
http://www.empty-nest-words-photos-and-frames.com
http://www.empty-nest-words-photos-and-frames.com


Wednesday, October 21st  
10:00 am—2:00 pm 

Baxter Sports Complex Parking lot 
909 48th St, Fort Madison, IA 52627  

Job  
Seekers 

Drive-Thru this job fair to pick up a packet 
of information about jobs hiring now & 
local resources in our community! 

Employers 
Are you hiring?  

Register to participate here or contact Dana at 
dmillard@leecountyedg.com or Deb at 
debra.fox@iwd.iowa.gov for additional details.  

Click here to register

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/P75KL3V
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