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Judge fines Humphrey $150K

COMPLIANGE: Order suspends $120K to allow demolition or repairs on building

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - A southeast Iowa district judge
has fined Bryan Humphrey $150,000 and ordered him to
get plans in order to either demolish his downtown Fort
Madison building or make city-mandated repairs within
six months.

The order was handed down on Sept. 25 after a
90-minute hearing on Sept. 22 in North Lee County
Court.

Judge Michael Schilling suspended $120,000 of the fine
in lieu of Humphrey either demolishing the building at

732 Avenue G in Fort Madison, or making repairs to the
satisfaction of an engineer retained by the city.

The city has retained Michael Purol, a structural en-
gineer with Poepping, Stone & Bach Associates out of
Keokuk.

The order requires Humphrey to keep the westernmost
parcel of the building vacant.

It also requires Humphrey to obtain permits to demol-
ish the building by Oct. 31 or make all necessary repairs
to bring the property into compliance with all applica-

See BUILDING, page 3

50 years... and
counting

The Kempker’'s True
Value Rental family
celebrated 50 years
in business with a
three-day celebration
at the Fort Madison
location. On Friday
the family got togeth-
er with members of
the business commu-
nity to celebrate the
landmark anniversa-

ry.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

Dr. Thurman goes from West Point to West Burlington

Noble, friendly, protector, dog res-
cuer, ready smile, popular, motivated,
giving, outgoing, receptive to feedback,
empathetic, thankful, eloquent, de-
termined, caring, respectful, veteran,
proud, charming, role model, univer-
sally loved by patients, heroic, Mayor

NEST

By Curt Swarm

EMPTY

Residency in Berwyn, IL. It’s no
wonder some of his patients today
at Great River Medical Center in
West Burlington look for an excuse
to go see Dr. Thurman. He exudes
health, compassion, and sound
medical judgment.

of MacNeal, kind, precise, selfless,
warm hearted, sensitive, husband,
patriotic, professional, patient, fun-
ny, compassionate, advocate for his
patients, humble, positive, continuous
learner, all-around good guy.

These are some of the descriptors
used by the students, faculty, and staft
(including janitors) to describe Dr.
John Thurman when he was doing his
residency at MacNeal Family Medicine

Dr. Thurman hails from Midland,
Texas. One of two children, he was
smart, athletic, and an over achiever.
His first love in sports was basketball,

See SWARM, page 3

Mitchell,
Fager difler

ONn €CONOmICS

Two battle for lowa
House 84th District

seat on Nov. 3

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

>

LEE COUNTY - Despite having differ-
ent opinions on many sides of the geopo-
litical spectrum, State Rep. Joe Mitchell
and challenger Jeff Fager agree the 2020
general election is a unique time in voter
impact.

The two are facing off on Nov. 3 for
the 84th Iowa House of
Representative seat, which
district creeps into North
Lee County.

Mitchell, (R-Wayland)
is the youngest legislator
in Des Moines and has
already worked his way
up to the vice-chair of
the powerful Ways and
Means committee. He is
finishing his first full term
after winning election
as a 21-year-old college
student in 2018.

Fager is on the other
side of the career tract
having 15 years as a
college faculty member
and then retired from Iowa
Wesleyan University as Vice President of
Academic Affairs, following a move from
rural Indiana.

“Now is the time I felt the need to get

MITCHELL

FAGER

See VOTE, page 8
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Obituaries/National News

OBITUARIES

OBITUARIES

LARRY GENE COPPAGE

Larry Gene Coppage, 77, of Burlington, passed away October 2, 2020 at his home.
Born June 15, 1943 in Ft. Madison to Percy and Gertrude Ricker Coppage, he married
his lifelong love Mary Jane Winke on Feb 19, 1966 at St. Mary’s Church. With degrees
from Creighton University (1967) and Iowa (1969), he was a trusted
pharmacist practicing for over 50 years, at Burlington Medical Center,
Coppage Pharmacy in Mediapolis, the Iowa State Penitentiary, and for
the past 3 decades at Great River Medical Center. Retiring in 2020, he
mentored generations of pharmacists, while serving Southeast Iowa.

Larry was a member of Divine Mercy Parish. He enjoyed playing golf,
traveling, SCUBA diving and snorkeling in the Caribbean, and rooting
for the Cubs, Hawkeyes, and Creighton Blue Jays. He mostly loved shar-
ing these activities and spending time with family, especially his grandchildren.

Larry will be missed dearly by his, wife, Mary Jane Coppage of Burlington; a son,
Dr. Kevin (Meredith) Coppage of Charlotte, NC; a daughter, Christine (Bill) Larkins
of Burlington; four grandchildren, Jacob & Megan Larkins, Kate & Luke Coppage; two
brothers, Roger and Mitchel Coppage; a sister, Jennifer Holmes; as well as numerous
brother and sister-in-laws, nieces and nephews.

Known for his curls, bright smile, gentle manner, and generous heart; Larry was and
continues to be a source of comfort, guidance, happiness and love for anyone who has
had the good fortune to know him.

Larry chose Dance Marathon for memorial contributions; and he requested that
donations be made in honor of grandson Jacob Larkins, be sure to place Jacob Larkins’
name in the memo line. A shared service will occur once his beloved Mary Jane joins
him in the grace of God’s eternal light.

Cremation has been entrusted to the care of King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory
and he will be interred in Sacred Heart Cemetery in Fort Madison at a later date. No
services are planned at this time. Online condolences to Larry’s family may be left at
the King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory website: www.kinglynk.com.

COPPAGE

HILDA K. KROGMEIER

Hilda K. Krogmeier, 90, of Fort Madison, IA, passed away at 5:00 a.m. on Saturday,
October 3, 2020 at Great River Hospice House in West Burlington. She was born on
October 13, 1929 in Houghton, IA to Joseph & Eleanor Merschman Meierotto. She
married Joseph M. Krogmeier on April 25, 1950 in Houghton, IA. He
preceded her in death on April 30, 2010. She was a homemaker and
also worked at the former Breck & Chevron Companies. She was a
member of Holy Family Parish and the Altar & Rosary Society. She
enjoyed traveling, entertaining, playing cards and going to her coffee
club.

Hilda is survived by: her brother, Joseph Meierotto of West Point
and several nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by: her
parents, husband, 1-son: Michael, 4-infant brothers and 1-sister.

Cremation has been entrusted to the care of King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crema-
tory. A graveside service will be held at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 6, 2020 at
Sacred Heart Cemetery with Rev. Joseph Phung officiating. A memorial has been
established for Holy Family Parish. Online condolences to Hilda’s family may be left
at the King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory website: www.kinglynk.com.

House passes updated Heros Act

KROGMEIER

WASHINGTON D.C.- pandemic. rienced unexpected market
Congressman Dave Loebsack ~ The updated Heroes Act losses due to the COVID-19
announced the House passed  includes: pandemic.

Provides relief to the
biofuels industry through
direct per-gallon payments to
producers of renewable and
advanced biofuels who expe-

Strong support for small
businesses, by improving the
Paycheck Protection Program
(PPP) to serve the smallest
businesses and struggling
non-profits, providing hard-

an updated version of the He-
roes Act to provide relief for
individuals, families and small
businesses that have been
affected by the COVID-19

encourages you to wear

Those workers can touch
over bins a day
before even touching your bin.

Don'’t forget to wash your hands

after bringing in your bin!!

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane
Keokuk, 1A
1-319-524-6175
Visit Us Online!

www.grrwa.com facebook.com/grrwa

DojYouriBart!

Great River Regional Waste Authority

hit businesses with second
loans, and delivering targeted
assistance for the struggling
restaurant industry and inde-
pendent live venue operators.

Additional assistance for
airline industry workers, ex-
tending the highly successful
Payroll Support Program to
keep airline industry workers
paid.

More funds to bolster
education and childcare, with
$225 billion for education -
including $182 billion for K-12
schools and nearly $39 billion
for postsecondary education
- and $57 billion to support
childcare for families.

Stability for American infra-
structure, sending $32 billion
in Transit Emergency Relief to
state Departments of Trans-
portation, and $13.5 billion in
economic relief to airports.

Provides additional direct
payments, cushioning the
economic blow of the corona-
virus crisis with a more robust
second round of economic
impact payments of $1,200
per taxpayer and $500 per
dependent.

Restores unemployment
benefits, ensuring weekly $600
federal unemployment pay-
ments through next January
and preventing unemployed
workers from exhausting
their eligibility, providing a
vital safety net for the record
number of Americans who are
unemployed, including those
connected to the gig-economy.

Support for renters and
homeowners by authorizing
$50 billion for an Emergency
Rental Assistance program,
and extending and expanding
the eviction and foreclosure
moratoriums for one year.
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From the Front

Repairs must
go through
city’s engineer

BUILDING - Continued from Page 1

ble Fort Madison building codes within 180 days,
which would be March 25, 2021.

Schilling wrote that if Humphrey chooses to
make all the repairs, he must, by Oct. 15 secure the
west exterior wall of the building per city engineer’s
specifications and the work must be approved by a
licensed engineer who must confer with Purol to
ensure the work is completed correctly.

Humphrey has until Friday, Oct. 9 to inform city
officials which options he will pursue.

If Humphrey fails to meet the Oct. 9 deadline or
if he fails to shore up the structure’s west side, the
city may assume he intends to take no action and
may proceed in abating the property as a nuisance.
If Humphrey fails to adhere to any other param-
eters of the order, he must vacate the property by
Dec. 15 to permit the city to take any action neces-
sary to abate the nuisance.

Repeated calls to Humphrey by the Pen City Cur-
rent have gone unreturned.

Humphrey was also ruled to be in default at the
Sept. 22 hearing as neither he nor a representative
appeared on his behalf.

The city worked informally for the past several

eyears to get the building brought up to safety stan-

dards and city code and served a notice to abate the
ongoing structural issues on Sept. 20, 2019.

According to court records and testimony Sept.
22, Humphrey had hired an engineer with Klingner
and Associates who compiled a report of required
repairs and had done some of that work to include
shoring up inside and outside the building, but
Purol said those repairs are not significant enough
to render the building safe for occupation, or pe-
destrian travel near the west side.

Purol said the many repairs will actually have to
be removed to do the work correctly as additional
settling has occurred.

The city still has barricaded off the western
sidewalk and angle parking lanes to protect against
any further settling of the building, that has caused
bricks to fall onto the concrete below.

Burlington doctor has worldly past

SWARM - Continued from Page 1

but it shifted to football, where he was quarterback
and captain of his high school football team when he
was a senior. (They take football seriously in Texas.)
But he wasn't just a jock. John Thurman also played
the violin, that segued into the viola. He made all-re-
gion orchestra, was homecoming king, class president,
President of the National Honor Society, and Presi-
dent of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes.

And he was college bound. Many top universities,
including Nebraska, were looking at him for a football
scholarship. But because of a knee injury his junior
year, making him unable to play that year, many uni-
versities passed him by.

Not Army. Dr. Thurman likes to keep his options
open. He sat down with Ed Warriner, who was the of-
fensive line and quarterbacks’ coach for Army. (War-
riner would go on to be an assistant coach at Kansas
when they beat Ohio State in the Orange Bowl. He is
currently the offensive line coach at Michigan.) West
Point wanted John Thurman and John Thurman want-
ed West Point. He would be a backup quarterback and
linebacker. His claim to fame as a backup quarterback
was one carry for 25 yards.

One thing that really attracted John Thurman to
West Point was their program in chemistry and life
science. John was toying with the idea of becoming a
doctor.

Then it was off to Kuwait and Iraq as an Army Offi-
cer. Oh, yes, he met the love of his life, Audrey, while
in military training in Kansas.

Back in the States, while playing ultimate frisbee
with his Army buddies, he sustained a debilitating

knee and leg injury. After four surgeries in two years,
John called the Army quits. He was now free to pursue
his ambitions of becoming a doctor. He was accepted
at Kirksville College of Osteopathic Medicine at A.T.
Still University. The rest is history.

Great River Medical Center in West Burlington
recruited Dr. John Thurman. Audrey and he are now
residents of Burlington.

They have a passion for travel. Before the Corona-
virus came along, Audrey and John had been to 40
countries. It wasn’t unusual for them to jump in a
plane on a Thursday night and spend the weekend in
Hong Kong.

They also love rescue dogs, old rescue dogs. They
just adopted their 7th dog in the last 14 years, provid-
ing the senior dogs with a good, loving home during
their final days.

Medical philosophy: Dr. John Thurman’s medical
philosophy is simple. It has always been predicated on,
“How would I feel if I was in the patient’s shoes? How
do I want to be treated?” He tries to look at the whole
person—mind, body and spirit—and make sure that
the patient knows they are important and that they
matter. And he tries to be an example. He exercises
daily and hasn’t eaten meat in 2020. Good health is
powerful medicine. At 43, he’s in the best shape of his
life, and that includes when he was a college football
player with 7% body fat.

It's no wonder patients look for a reason to go see
Dr. John Thurman.

Have a good story? Call or text Curt Swarm in Mt.
Pleasant at 319-217-0526, email him at curtswarm@
yahoo.com, or visit his website at www.empty-nest-
words-photos-and-frames.com.

Prevention 101

MASK UP WASH UP

Wearing a mask Wash your hands
in public helps like your life
stop the spread depended on it!
of infected droplets Wash frequently

touched surfaces often.

KEEP YOUR
DISTANCE

HANDS DOWN

Try not to touch
your face -
eyes, nose, and mouth
are doorways for germs
to enter your body.

Being in close contact
(less than 6°) with
others whether inside
or outside more easily
spreads the virus.
Avoid large gatherings
or crowded places.

These important health care tips are brought to you by

s

Fort Madison
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319-372-6530 « www.fmchosp.com
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Sports

Hounds move to 5-1 with decisive win over MP

1st round playoff pairing will be announced
on Saturday following regular season finale

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC SPORTS

FORT MADISON - Bloodhound football is on a path not seen in almost 40

years.

Fort Madison dispatched Mt. Pleasant (2-3) 44-7 in Class 3A District 5 ac-
tion Friday night at Richmond Stadium in front of a heavier crowd and now

sit 5-1 on the year.

“We'’re very proud of our kids,” said Head Coach Derek Doherty. “We had
our game plan and we focused on the things we needed to fix and our kids
came out and executed.”

The Bloodhounds scored quick and often in the first half against a ham-

pered Panthers squad missing a group of starters. The Panthers

didn’t play last week against Keokuk due to health issues.

the Hounds. After returning the kick to the Hound’s 38, quar-
terback Landes Williams went right to the air hooking up with
Califf on a 15-yard screen pass. Fort Madison would try the

CALIFF down for 3-yard loss.

a 51-yard touchdown on the Hounds third snap of the game.

10 on 4th and 15 forcing a punt.
Calift brought it back to the Panther 40, and then senior
Calem Maclearn got free off tackle and rumbled 37 yards, but

WILLIAMS

was tripped up at the 3. Williams would take the next snap in on a keeper for

ea 14-0 lead after Xander Wellman hit one of his five PATs on the night.

The Panthers would get back in it on the following series with a 10-play 68

yard drive. Back up quarterback Carson Coleman would hit senior Chase

NOW OPEN

Dr. Derek Vogelpohl is now seeing patients in his new
Fort Madison office Monday through Friday.
* We Accept Most Insurances *

Ask about our Grand Opening specials
(319) 316-6016

1001 Avenue H, Suite 2 « Fort Madison
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Senior Brock Calif got things going on the first possession for

same play to the other side at Will Larson, but Larson was taken

After a 5-yard Illegal procedure penalty, Williams found Calift
behind the secondary on a slant route and Califf pulled away for

Both teams would go 4-and-out on the next three possessions
and Fort Madison’s defense would pin the Panther’s at their own

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Fort Madison’s Calem Maclearn (24) gets free on a run early in the first
quarter of the Bloodhounds’ 44-7 win over Mt. Pleasant Friday. The
Hounds are now 5-1 and close out the regular season next Friday at
home vs. Fairfield.

Williamson on a screen to the Panther sideline. Williamson would get free for
32 yards before the Hounds’ Tate Johnson would run him about of bounds at
Fort Madison’s 32.

Coleman would then go 3 of 4 on the next three plays from scrimmage
including a 15-yard strike to Avery Scandridge who was brought down at the
1. Scandridge would then take the ball into the endzone on the
next play for a 14-7 game just before the end of the first quarter.

Fort Madison would score two more times in the first half. The
first came on the Hounds’ next possession. A Panther’s onside
kick was recovered harmlessly by Tate Settles at the Hounds 42.
Williams would then break off runs of 23 and 20 yards before
hooking up with Larson on an 8-yard strike in the north corner
of the west endzone for a 21-7 lead.

After another Panther’s stall at 4th and 15, the Hounds just missed blocking
the punt and would start 1st and 10 at their own 21.

Maclearn, who finished with 158 yards on 12 carries, started the next series
with a 39-yard run through the left side to the Panther 40. But Fort Madison
would get hung up there forcing a punt.

On the next Hound possession, Williams and Maclearn took turns carrying
the ball until Williams went in for his second rushing score of the day from
the 3-yard line and a 28-7 lead just before half.

Mt. Pleasant would be forced to punt on it’s first possession out of the lock-
erroom, but Tanner Settles would slip past the right side and block the punt.
Johnson would recover the block at the 3 and Wiiliams would go in again
from the 3 for a touchdown and a 35-7 lead.

The rest of the Hound scoring would fall in the hands of Xander Wellman.
The sophomore would convert on field goals of 27 33, 37 as the Hounds start-
ed bringing in some bench relief with the game in hand.

Wellman said he doesn’t want to let offense down when called in.

“My teammates work hard to get us in that position, and I gotta go out there
and do my job,” he said.

Wellman has a brother who kicks at the college level, so between the tips
from him and heavy background in soccer, the kicks are coming more and
more naturally.

MACLEARN

See OFFENSE, page 7

SAVE 10*

off your October rental

Complete Rental

*Mention this coupon and receive 10% off your rental.
Offer valid through October 31, 2020.
Not valid with any other offers.



https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Optometrist/Clear-View-Vision-Center-101158518365592/
https://completerentalfm.com/

Pen City Current - Monday, October 5, 2020 - 5

Classifieds

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!

Generations of Great Service

* 24 Hour Service
* Never An Overtime Charge
* FREE Estimates

HNTHEO RO ELRTLE | Stewart Automotive

)
When they Can t * Transmission Repair * Major/Minor Engine Repair

* Alignments * Tune-Up
e Coolant/Transmission Flush

Let’s face it — accidents can happen in any workplace.

Farm Bureau Workers’ Compensation insurance can
3136 Avenue M

protect you, as the owner, from the high cost of Ft. Madison. IA ° 101
unexpected injuries to your employees. Call me to Junior Stewart, Owner serVICI ng A" Makes
schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable (319) 371-4509

resource — your employees — are protected.

Patrick Profeta

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37t St General Manager
Fort Madison

(319) 372-9145

ST Keo I(U k AU"O C I"Ed ii'
We Tote the Note

B FARM BUREAU No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
WBD. FINANCIAL SERVICES

FullService HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison, Burlington, and surrounding
areas with over 30 Years Experience!

Fi.Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

www.keokukautocredit.com

1728 Main Office: 319-524-2334
Keokuk, 1A 52632 Fax: 319-524-2373

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company* & Western Agricultural Insurance Company */West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services WC010 (7-16)

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger

An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

= 320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187

DB.Esquire@outlook.com

N ow 0 pe n M (0]1] d ay th rou g h F I'I d ay Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

1001 Avenue H, Suite 2 « Fort Madison
www.ClearViewVision.com

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER YOUR AD HERE

for as little as $50 per month
Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves Call Lee at 319.371.4125

319.837.8132 or email classifieds(@pencitycurrent.com

1903 West Point Rd | West Point, IA 52656
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest | smallgrandthings.com

General Insects
Termites

H hi tic th hel ? H
s or ermoneaene ™ [Help GRRWA Keep Your Gommunity Hazard-Free!

* Improved joint mobility, function, and health Household Hazardous
¢ Decreased degeneration of joints and connective W Unit i

fissues aste Unit is open
* Improved circulation Monday through Friday
* Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep _
¢ and many, many more 8am 4p m

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN 800-216-2370 (319) 372-1060

Call for an appointment

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madlison * 319-372-3800
http.//brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

Toll Free 1-888-818-7378
Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
Residential wwww.cullenpest.com “Cause who
Commercial needs bugs?”

w
g8
?D §§ Posters Ar‘t
3 g g Flyers S_Uprzlles
0 Printing
a Office
@ Vinyl Banners Furniture
Trifold Brochures
Fort Madison * Burlington * Mount Pleasant 621 Avenue G 319.312.2121
Fort Madison, 1A doddprinting.com
ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!
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PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE AT WWW.PENCITYCURRENT.COM OR CALL (319)371.4125

PUBLIC

NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
Lee County Board of
Supervisors Meeting

Tue, Oct 6, 2020
9:00 AM - 11:00 AM

(CDT)
AGENDA

Please join my meeting
from your computer, tablet
or smartphone. https://
global.gotomeeting.com/
join/293280325

You can also dial in
using your phone.

6 United States: +1 (646)
749-3122

Access Code: 293-280-
325

If you would like to pose
a question to the Board,
please use the Chat
feature and wait for the
Chairman to address you.
If you are participating by
phone, please wait until
everyone is done speak-
ing before addressing the
Board. Please keep your

microphone muted to
cut down on background
noise. If you are partic-
ipating by phone, press
#6, this will mute your
phone.

Pledge of Allegiance

Approve Agenda

9:01 a.m. Public Hear-
ing for Proposed Bonding
for Jail Cameras

9:06 a.m. Public Hear-
ing for Proposed Bonding
for Maintenance Projects

Consider Approval of
Resolution Taking Addi-
tional Action on Proposal
to Enter into General Obli-
gation Loan Agreements
and Consider Financing
Proposals

9:11 a.m. Public Hear-
ing for Proposed FY21
Budget Amendment

Consider Approval of
Resolution Approving FY
Budget Amendment

Consider Approval of
Appropriations Resolution

Consider Approval of
Engagement Letter with
Piper Sandler for Private
Placement of Bonds Pub-
lic Input

Consider Approval of
Resolution Supporting
Great River Housing Trust
Fund

Consider Approval of
Resolution Supporting
Home Base lowa Initiative

Discussion and Possi-
ble Action on Repairing
Estes Park Gazebo

Domestic Violence
Awareness Month Procla-
mation

Introduction of Dennis
Cosby, EMS Director

Consider Approval of
Employment Agreement
with Part-time Ambulance
Director

Update on Powdertown
Consider Approval of
Resolution Setting Public
Hearing on Application for
Shooting Range at 2958

County Road 103
Consider Approval of

Resolution Setting Public
Hearing on Proposal to
Vacate Certain Platted
Street On Lost Creek
Road in Green Bay Town-
ship

Consider Approval of
Resolution Setting Public
Hearing on Proposal to
Vacate Mooar Alley In
Jackson Township

Consider Approval of
Contract with Wayland
Stone for Rock Stockpile

Consider Approval of
Plans and Set Letting
Date for Rehabilitation
of Bridge #183 on 280th
Street over Jack Creek

Consider Appointment
to Veteran Affairs Com-
mission

Consider Approval of
Proposal for Remodeling
Bathrooms at Adminis-
trative Building in Fort
Madison

Consider Approval to
Replace Deputy in Sher-
iff's Office

Consider Approval of

Resolution Transferring
Funds from Rural Basic to
Secondary Roads Fund

Consider Approval of
Tuesday, September 22,
2020 Board Minutes

Consider Approval of
Claims

Personnel Actions:

A. New Hire-Health
Department

B. New Hire-Ambulance
Director

C. Step Increase-Attor-
ney’s Office

D. Change from Hourly
to Salary-Auditor’s Office

E. Step Increase-Sher-
iffs Office

F. Temporary Part-time
New Hire-Conservation

Reports:

A. Treasurer’s Report of
Fees Collected

B. Manure Manage-
ment Annual Update for
Pieper Inc. in Green Bay
Township

C. Recorder’s Report of
Fees Collected

D. Manure Manage-

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Chateau Apartments Extra

Clean

& Quiet

Apartments for Rent

Extra clean & quiet with free
YMCA membership included.
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in  microwave.
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300.
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required.

850 sq. ft. units. All electric

. Water, sewer, trash furnished.

650 sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished.
Laundry rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers
(located in all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409
or 319-750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance

Realty Co.

Beautiful Studio

Apartment

A perfect space if you love
a river view and enjoy nice

things. This upstairs apart-
ment is located in downtown
Fort Madison. All utilities

as well as washer/dryer are
included. Off-street parking,
shared courtyard, and secu-
rity cameras are just a few
benefits. $850 per month.

319.371.7753

ment Annual Update for
Tony Mertens in Cedar
Township

Commission or Com-
mittee Reports

Adjourn

Workshop to Follow

PUBLIC MEETING
CITIZENS WELCOME

Vision and hearing
assistance available
upon request

Contact Title VI
Administrator
319-372-3705 County
Website:
www.leecounty.org

HELP

WANTED

We’re Not Southeast Iowa’s
Favorite Dental Office
Without Our Great Team

APPLY TODAY
TO JOIN US!

Pothitakis Dentistry current-
ly has a position available for
a Full-Time Dental Assistant.

Complete an application at
or mail your resume to
1223 S. Gear Avenue,

Eastman Plaza, Suite 302

West Burlington, IA 52655

or email burldental @ gmail.com
EOE

Tired of the
same old
results from
your
advertising?

Call Lee Today!
(319)371.4125

>


mailto:burldental@gmail.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/293280325
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/293280325
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/293280325
http://www.leecounty.org
http://www.autismspeaks.org/signs
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Sports

Hawks can’tkeep pace
with WB Falcons

BY JOHN BOHNENKAMP
PCC SPORTS

WEST BURLINGTON — Central Lee had an early
answer for West Burlington-Notre Dame.

But the Hawks couldn’t find a way to answer the
Falcons’ rushing attack.

Travain Donaldson rushed for 233 yards, 159 in the
second half, as WB-ND pulled away for a 42-14 win on
Friday night at Bill Nelson Field.

Donaldson had three touchdowns on three consecu-
tive possessions in the second half and had four for the
game.

Anthony Hoftman added 132 yards, all but eight in
the first half, for the Falcons (3-3).

“We knew (Donaldson) was going to be a handful”
Central Lee coach Chuck Banks said. “They’re so big
up front, and we knew that was going to be a problem.”

The Hawks (0-6) weren’t going to go away early. The
game was scoreless after the first quarter after Central
Lee stopped the Falcons on their first two possessions.

But WB-ND broke through to start the second quar-
ter, needing just four plays to go 68 yards for a Donald-
son touchdown to take a 7-0 lead.

Central Lee came right back. The Hawks went 61
yards on five plays, the last 40 on runs by Jaedon
Betker. Betker’s 24-yard touchdown run through the
middle of the Falcon defense cut the lead to 7-6.

But the Falcons answered with a 30-yard touchdown
run by Hoftman, then Brady Oleson’s 50-yard intercep-
tion return for a touchdown put the Falcons up, 21-6,
at halftime.

“We had our chances in the first half,” Banks said.
“That pick-six right before halftime really hurt”

The Hawks could have gotten closer on their second
possession of the third quarter, driving to the Falcons’
16-yard line. But an illegal procedure penalty, followed
by back-to-back incompletions, gave the ball back to
WB-ND.

Donaldson’s 38-yard touchdown run gave the Fal-
cons a 27-6 lead.

Central Lee needed just three plays for another
answer. Dylan Stuecker threw a 41-yard pass to Kade
Myhre, then on the next possession connected with
Myhre for a 16-yard touchdown throw, and the Fal-
cons’ lead was down to 27-14.

But Donaldson scored twice more, and WB-ND was
in command.

Betker rushed for 98 yards to lead the Hawks.

“This is a team we’ll probably see in the playofts,”
Banks said. “I think we showed tonight we can play
with them.”

Central Lee closes the regular season with a home
game against Williamsburg next Friday.

RECYCLING

When you recycle, you create something new.

FM wraps regular season on Friday at home

OFFENSE - Continued from Page 4

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC
The Bloodhounds’ Jakob McGowan gets a
strip sack on Mt. Pleasant’s Carson Coleman
in the second quarter of Friday night’'s 44-7
win over the Panthers.

Doherty said Wellman would go in whenever
needed.

“T'll will tell you this, Xander would go out on a
40 yarder. He’s a dog and he’s special and we love
his competitiveness.”

Doherty said despite the lopsided score there
were some things that slipped, but the Hounds
were able to get big plays because of execution that
continues to improve each week.

“We felt like the play calls were there again, all
night,” he said with a tip of the hat to offensive

coordinator Justin Menke.

“Whether we executed our not, coach Menke did
a great job of calling what was open and we got it
done on several plays tonight.”

Austin Ensminger led the Hounds in tackles with
seven, Keaton Poe had 6.5 including one of three
sacks on the night for Fort Madison. Jakob Mc-
Gowan had the other two sacks for 11 yards and a
fumble recovery. Tate Johnson had a late intercep-
tion.

Fort Madison’s Jacob McGowan and Austin En-
sminger wrap up Mt. Pleasant quarterback Carson
Coleman for a loss. Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/
PCC

Settles and Levi Lowney each had blocked punts
on special teams. Fort Madison had four penalties
for 40 yards.

Williams went 7 of 15 for 96 yards and two
touchdowns to Larson and Califf. He also had 91
yards on 16 carries and three more scores.

The Bloodhounds will close out the regular sea-
son next week against Fairfield at Jim Youel field
looking to go 6-1 in the coronavirus-shortened
year, and then gear up for a district playoff game to
be determined.

All teams qualify for the post season this year
and the traditional power index used to determine
at-large entries and seedings has been tossed for
2020.

The playofts will include 16 groupings in each
class. With 54 teams, not including any teams
ineligible due to health regs, in Class 3A, the top
finishers in each district would get a bye and,
according to the Iowa High School Athletic Union,
the 10th bye would go to one of the best of the rest.
So Fort Madison at 6-1 could, in theory get a bye,
but in all likelihood would have a first round game
in Fort Madison if they win Friday.

The union will pair teams from different dis-
tricts in the first and second rounds when possible,
but geography is the top priority in those rounds
played on Oct. 16 and 23rd, and playing out of
district isn’t guaranteed. First round pairings won’t
be released until around noon on Saturday, Oct.
10, according to union officials.

Pothitakis Dentistry

Now Accepting New Patients.

6 Convenient Locations to Serve You

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry West

319-372-4882

Burlington Family Dentistry

319-752-7993

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry

319-372-3614

Burlington Dental Associates

319-753-2515

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

New London Dental Care

319-367-2311

® www.DriVlarkDDS.com



http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
http://BeRecycled.org

8 - Pen City Current - Monday, October 5, 2020

From the Front

Rural broadband access a bipartisan issue at ballot

VOTE - Continued from Page 1

that help create solutions to
today’s problems.

into this,” Fager said in an interview with Pen City
Current Friday.

“Being an academic dean dealing with faculty, I've
dealt with strong opinions and arguing points forceful-
ly and sometimes I needed those negotiation skills so
that even though I may not get everything I want, we
can find those compromises and move the institution
forward.”

Fager was born in Indiana in a county he says is very
similar to Henry County in it’s small town feel and base
economy in agriculture. He moved to the area with his
wife, Sally, and took a position with then Iowa Wesley-
an College.

He retired from the university and still does a few
adjunct courses in philosophy and decided to make Mt.
Pleasant his permanent home.

“When we made that decision, we also decided to
commit ourselves to its welfare,” he said.

“When I saw what was going on in Des Moines and
things were moving in the wrong direction and Iowa
was slipping, I wanted to take some of my experience as
a college administrator and help Iowa become a better
place by running for office”

Fager said he this election cycle requires now, more
than ever, civil discourse and clear thinking.

“One of the courses I taught was critical reasoning
and I want to be able to apply what I taught in how to
evaluate arguments to come to solutions based on reali-
ty and not on emotion,” he said.

Some of those issues he’s sees that are critical to
Iowa’s future are rural health care, better support of
educational systems from preschool to collegiate level,
and providing access to broadband for all Iowans.

Fager is on the democratic line in saying that pri-
vatizing the state’s medicaid program has been “disas-
trous”.

“Our rural health care providers have been experi-
encing challenges for quite some time, but the passage
of the medicaid management to the private sector has
been disastrous for patients who had trouble getting
timely responses, and are sometimes being denied
access to health care;” he said.

“We have to get rural providers paid in a more timely
manner as this truly threatens access to adequate health
care. That’s a top priority for me.”

On the heels of that, Fager said as an educator by pro-
fession he has a personal investment in the foundations

“Coming from my back-
ground, I know education forms the foundation for the
solutions to the problems Iowans, and Americans, face
today,” he said.

Fager said the state needs to bolster financial support
for the entire education system from preschool to Io-
wa’s universities, but he said the respect for the teaching
system in Iowa also needs rebooted.

“I want to help raise the level of respect for the teach-
ing profession. We need to treat our teachers as well as
we treat our football coaches. Let teachers teach and get
politicians out of the classroom. Give them the support
they need and let them do what they’re trained to do.”

Rural broadband is an issue that Fager said has been
brought even more to the discussion table with the
emergence of the COVID-19 battle. He said the answer
has to be a similar approach as the country had when it
made a priority of extending electricity to every home.

“It has to the be the same as we did 120 years ago
with electricity where we had private and public part-
nerships and established cooperatives to get that service
to everyone. It was necessary to function in society;” he
said.

“We're going into the third decade of the 21st century
and in order to truly participate in the modern world,
you have to have that access.”

He said the grant process at the state and national
level has to be made easier for smaller Internet Service
Providers to engage in.

“Major corporations are soaking up all that money
and that hurts some of the local providers who have a
better chance of getting that rural broadband out fur-
ther into the state”

Mitchell said the broadband access issue is really a
bipartisan issue and has to be addressed.

“We have kids in lower economic statuses that don't
even have Internet. This argument that we all have to be
online can’t happen until we have sufficient broadband
in the state, which we don’t”

But Mitchell said the state continues to increase
funding to education, and the legislature has made it a
priority.

“I think we're funding it as adequately as we can.
Money doesn’t grow on trees and we can look how
history could repeat itself,” he said.

“Ten years ago under Gov. (Chet) Culver, they
overspent and we went into debt, then we had to have
budget cuts at the end of the year for multiple years at a

onePAC

your medication
made easy

free delivery or mailing

rashiddrug.com

time.”

Mitchell said he looks at state budgeting like family
budgeting.

“You have to have a savings account and not over-
spend. Maybe you can’t buy the new TV or the new car
because you have to have savings in case of an emer-
gency, he said.

“As House Republicans we've done that. But we still
don’t know the real impact of the coronavirus, or really
even the derecho that went through. But we have sav-
ings so we can help our businesses and farmers.”

The state recently released a budget report indicating
that the state will have a $305 million budget surplus at
the end of this fiscal year.

“This isn't a chicken and egg, thing. You don’t have
those funds unless you have people paying into the tax
system and growing wages,” he said. “We have to make
sure the first line of defense is protected so we can keep
having these $100 million increases for public educa-
tion, which is a good thing”

Mitchell said his first term in the House has been an
eye-opening experience despite having served as a page
in the legislature since he was 17.

“It has been the experience of a lifetime. As a 21-year-
old to be trusted by your district to be elected to
represent 33,000 people there’s nothing I would change
about it. There’s no better way to serve your community
than to be a public official and directly impact what’s
going on on your community.”

He said now the legislator needs to stay focused on
being fiscally responsible, continue to fund public
education, have policies that are small business friendly,
and address child care shortages.

“People just won’t move to southeast Iowa if we don’t
have reliable child care,” he said.

He said it’s also an important time to keep a focus on
manufacturing retention and taking care of those that
are already here

Two industries in north Lee County have announced
cutbacks in workforce with Siemens Gamesa laying
oft 130 and Bagcraft in Fort Madison announcing its
closure on Oct. 22 ending 103 good paying jobs.

“We have to focus on the manufacturers already
there and keeping them there,” Mitchell said. “We have
an extremely high corporate and S Corp tax rate pass
through. Obviously, if they can go Texas or Florida and
pay 0% they’re going to expand there. They could save
millions and that’s where they can grow the jobs.”

Mitchell said two years ago the state had more jobs
than people to fill them and things were very optimis-
tic.

“Then COVID hit and we got flipped on the backside
of our head. At this point we're just trying to make sure
we've got a balanced budget, but it’s a waiting game at
this point,” he said.

“We don’t know how corona has affected the econ-
omy and in my opinion it'll still be six months to a
year from now until we see the side effects of this. My
biggest thing going in is the budget. If you don’t have a
balanced budget you can’t fund your schools adequately
and your hospitals”

Both candidates say absentee and mail-in voting will
have a marked influence on the election, but Mitchell
said the system in Iowa is state of the art and believes
in the integrity of the system here, but questions the
systems in other states.

“The way we do it is great, but we're gonna see prob-
lems in places like Pennsylvania and New York,” he
said.

Fager said Iowans will vote heavily by mail-in and
absentee in the general election Nov. 3.

“I think there will be a pretty powerful increase in the
number, but that’s not particularly surprising. What is
less predictable is the political reaction on Nov. 4 and
what’s going to end up in courts and that concerns me.”

Fager said now has to be a time of patience for Io-
wans.

“We don’'t know the implications of COVID yet, and
we may have some potentially tougher times ahead. We
have to come together and be united,” he said.

“We have an absolutely terrible divided national po-
litical scene and it’s incredibly dangerous to our democ-
racy and what’s going on in the country”


https://www.rashiddrug.com

Click here to visit us on Facebook



https://www.facebook.com/denmarkucc

Click here to register

Wednesday, October 21st
10:00 am—2:00 pm

Baxter Sports Complex Parking lot
909 48th St, Fort Madison, |IA 52627

job Drive-Thru this job fair to pick up a packet
of information about jobs hiring now &

See kers local resources in our community!

Register to participate here or contact Dana at
Employers naseasmmmmms
dmillard@leecountyedg.com or Deb at

VBTGB EESS debra.fox@iwd.iowa.gov for additional details.



https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/P75KL3V
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