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Riverfest kicks off today

THURSDAY LINEUP:  Lit, Blessid Union Of Souls highlight Thursday entertainment

Staffing and 
vaccination 
rates worry 
SIRMC chief

PANDEMIC

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON - One of the largest outdoor rock fes-
tivals in the Midwest kicks off again tonight with RiverFest 
2021 getting under way at 5 p.m.

Lit, a 1990s rock band will be one of two featured acts on 
the Frank Millard Main Stage Thursday night. 

Lit’s  “My Own Worst Enemy” moved up the charts in 1999 
off the album A Place in the Sun. The California group will 
perform following another 90s super group Blessid Union of 
Souls.

The Cincinnati-born band had its biggest hits in “Hey 

Leonardo (She Likes Me for Me) and “I believe”.
English rockers Flannel open the Main Stage entertain-

ment at 5 p.m. followed by Far Out 283, the winner’s of the 
RiverFest Battle of the Bands held at Vinnie’s Longbranch in 
Fort Madison.

Four-day VIP tickets are $79, while a 4-day general admis-
sion ticket is $49. Thursday only tickets are $36 with doors 
opening at 4:05 p.m. and the music starting at 5:05 p.m.

Friday tickets are $38 for the night with doors open at 4 
p.m.

DEPOT PROJECT
City still has work to do before Amtrak move

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A congressional 
mandate that apparently didn’t land on 
Fort Madison officials radar has the city 
back to its original signed agreement 
with Amtrak in relocating the depot to 

Riverview Park.
At Tuesday’s City Council meeting, 

Fort Madison Mayor Matt Mohrfeld 
said he was “embarrassed” that his in-
formation was out of date on a ticketing 
mandate from the Federal Railroad 
Association that required a manned 
ticketing presence in the new depot.

Mohrfeld had been looking forward 
to being the first to step off onto the 
new depot next month, but that may be 
delayed as the city looks to complete its 
agreed upon renovations for Amtrak 
passenger services at the new location.

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

BURLINGTON – Dr. Michael McCoy 
said he’s not concerned about having 
sufficient beds for another outbreak of the 
pandemic. He is however very concerned 
about having enough people to staff them 
adequately.

In an interview with Pen City Current on 
Tuesday, McCoy said his biggest concern is 
staffing. And then his next biggest concern 
is vaccination rates.

“Either we’re going to get the vaccine, or 
we’re going to get COVID. There’s not a lot 
of in between,” McCoy said.

The stern message follows on the heels of 
a report from the Polk Coun-
ty Public Health Director 
who told the Des Moines 
Register essentially the same 
thing.

“If you remain unvacci-
nated, you will get COVID,” 
Helen Eddy told the Register. 
“The only question is how sick you will 
become.”

McCoy said the unknown of how deeply 
the Delta variant will penetrate the popula-
tion, coupled with the short staff of not just 
SIRMC campuses in Burlington and Fort 
Madison, but around the region and nation, 
paints a concerning picture for the next few 
months.

“Health care providers have already 
gone through one very stressful pandemic, 
and some of them retired if they had the 
chance, or suffered major burn out, or are 
having difficulties working too much and 
not having enough colleagues to give them 
a break,” McCoy said.

“So in addition to what’s going on with 

Photo by Krystal Grogan for the Pen City Current

The Connor Family Amusement company is again on grounds for the Shearer Carnival Midway at the 
2021 RiverFest on the Mississippi River front in Fort Madison. The festival kicks off today with carnival 
and music getting underway at 5 p.m.

See LINEUPS, page 2

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
THU 05 Aug ..............................................................Light Rain, 72º F/ 60º F
FRI 06 Aug ............................................................... Light Rain, 83º F/ 64º F
SAT 07 Aug .................................................................Overcast, 83º F/ 66º F

IOWA LOTTERY
LUCKY FOR LIFE 08/03 ..........................................10 15 18 41 45, Lucky Ball: 10
MEGA MILLIONS 08/03........................1 9 17 27 34, Mega Ball: 24 Megaplier: 2
PICK 3 08/03 MIDDAY ....................................................................................5 3 3
PICK 3 08/03 EVENING ..................................................................................6 4 8
PICK 4 08/03 MIDDAY ................................................................................ 0 3 9 3
PICK 4 08/03 EVENING...............................................................................6 4 3 2

Dr. Michael McCoy 
agrees unvaccinated 
will get COVID

See COVID, page 4

McCOY

See AMTRAK, page 8
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Past. Present. Future.
Pilot Grove Savings Bank was established on May 12, 
1911 when 23 investors pooled $10,000 to meet the 
banking needs of the local community. Since that day, 
the Bank has continued to grow and prosper, serving 
customers in Southeast Iowa and the tri-state area as 
well as many other locations across the country. With 
customer loyalty on its side, Pilot Grove Savings Bank 
has prospered throughout the years. Now, with 14 
offices, more than 100 employees, over $760 million in 
assets and some of the most technologically advanced 
banking systems available, Pilot Grove Savings Bank’s 
main goal remains as it was in 1911 – to serve the 
customer well.

Donnellson  Fairfield  Fort Madison
Houghton  Keokuk Mt. Pleasant 

Packwood Pilot Grove West Burlington 
West Point Winfield

Wednesday saw workers with Connor Family Amusement finishing the 
set up onShearer’s Carnival Midway in Riverview Park in preparation 
for Thursday’s start of RiverFest 2021. Wristband times this year are 
from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. Music starts Thursday with Flannel, Far Out 283, 
Blessid Union of Souls, and Lit on the Frank Millard Main Stage starting 
at 5 p.m.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Friday’s entertainment is headlined by 1990s Seattle band Candlebox. Candlebox 
hit the scene quickly and scored with single “Far Behind” which reached Top 20 
status. Other singles from the self titled 1993 album “You” and “Cover Me” helped 
propel the band to the front of the west coast scene.

Other performers on Friday start with 90’s Daughter, who will finish up the night 
in the Buffalo61 Bar amd Grille Entertainment Tent. In between their sets is returner 
Cole Hollow and Sponge, who was late fill in when Local H had to back out.

Saturday’s music features platinum recording artists Theory of a Dead Man and 
local favorites Ghost of Judas.  Burden of the Sky and Blacktop Mojo fill up the river-
front with music before Theory takes the stage.

Sunday night is headlined by Saul. Fidelio,  Stars in Toledo and the Mendenhall 
Experiment and round out the four-day festival.

Mendenhall Experiment is rock band with a message for those living with disabil-
ities. Front man Brandon Mendenhall was born with cerebral palsy but playing the 
guitar helped him overcome some of the debilitations of the disease.

Tickets for RiverFest 2021 can be purchased through Etix at the following link: 
http://riverfestfm.com/get-tickets.

LINEUPS - Continued from Page 1

Theory of a Dead Man 
highlights Saturday lineup

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com
https://www.fortmadisony.org
https://airchoiceone.com/
http://riverfestfm.com/get-tickets


Pen City Current - Thursday, August 5, 2021 - 3

For the Record

Check Out Our Check Out Our 
SWAP SHOPSWAP SHOP

In need of a few cleaning supplies,
spray paint, weed killer, etc?

Come check out what is available
at our Swap Shop in our 

Household Hazardous Waste facility. 
Our Swap Shop is open Monday-Friday

during regular business hours
at our main Facility in Fort Madison.

Stop in the Scale house to let them know
you want to look through the swap shop,
and they will get someone to help you!!

FREE
TO RESIDENTS

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! we’ll be right back!

Pen City Current will not publish an e–Edition

Tuesday, August 10 due to a long weekend

celebrating the boss’ birthday!

The e–Edition will resume

Wednesday, August 11.

www.PenCityCurrent.com

Thanx for reading!

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

07/29/21 – 12:43 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 2600 block of Avenue L.
07/29/21 – 6:58 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of vandalism in 
the 1100 block of Avenue F.
07/29/21 – 7:52 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of vandalism in 
the 400 block of Avenue D.
08/02/21 – 9:14 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a stolen vehicle in 
the 2800 block of Avenue O.
08/02/21 – 10:03 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 2500 block of Avenue G.
08/02/21 – 1:06 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police respond-
ed to a report of property 
damage accident in the 
2600 block of Avenue L.
08/02/21 – 3:21 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 2200 block of Avenue H.
08/02/21 – 3:41 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of vandalism in 
the 2600 block of Avenue L.
08/02/21 – 4:36 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 2600 block of Avenue L.
08/02/21 – 4:51 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Adam James Huss, 32, of 
Donnellson, on a warrant 
for failure to appear. He was 
taken to Lee County Jail.
08/03/21 – 5:32 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of vandalism 
on Florence Court.
08/03/21 – 11:46 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Dustin Michael Damico, 
38, of Fort Madison, in the 
2300 block of Avenue D, 
on a warrant for voluntary 
absence from custody. He 
was taken to Lee County Jail.
08/03/21 – 11:57 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Stefan Gregory Nicodije-
vic, 26, of Fort Madison, 
at the police station on a 

charge of simple assault.
08/03/21 – 4:07 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
2600 block of Avenue L.
08/03/21 – 5:06 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 500 block of 12th Street.
08/03/21 – 7:43 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 1100 block of Avenue G.
08/03/21 – 8:25 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of vandalism in the 
4800 block of Bluff Road.
08/03/21 – 8:27 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a larceny/theft 
reported at the police station.
08/03/21 – 9:52 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 600 block of Avenue H.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

07/29/21 – 1:03 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies ar-
rested Payton Wrage VanPelt 
Vice, 25, of Fort Madison, 
at the sheriff’s office on a 
charge of assault on a law 
enforcement officer. She was 
taken to Lee County Jail.
07/29/21 – 3:59 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies ar-
rested Rowdy Jo Alton Mor-
timer, 24, of Keokuk, at the 
sheriff’s office, on a warrant 
for violation of probation. He 
was taken to Lee County Jail.
07/29/21 – 4:15 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Kody Michael 
Saar, 27, of Carthage, on 
warrants for forgery and 
failure to appear. He was 
taken to Lee County Jail.
07/29/21 – 10:25 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Penny Flores, 
46, of Fort Madison, at 
the sheriff’s office, on a 
judgment hold. She was 
taken to Lee County Jail.
07/31/21 – 11:39 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a report of 
a one-vehicle accident in 

the 3600 block of Johnson 
Street Road. According to 
the report a vehicle driven 
by Hunter Kraus, 17, of 
Keokuk, lost control and 
struck a utility pole caus-
ing damage to the vehicle 
and pole. No injuries were 
reported. Kraus was cited for 
driving while suspended.
08/03/21 – no time listed – 
Lee County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Christopher Michael 
Golliher, 34, of Farmington, 
at the sheriff’s office, on a 
warrant for failure to appear. 
He was taken to Lee County 
Jail and released on bond.
08/03/21 – 10:50 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Vincent Ray Bell, 
51, on Country Club Lane in 
Fort Madison, on a warrant 
for domestic assault. He 
was taken to Lee County 
Jail and released on bond.
08/03/21 – 12:39 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Toni Jo Messen-
ger, 43, of Keokuk, in the 
300 block of Belknap Place 
on warrants for voluntary 
absence from custody and 
a judgment hold. She was 
taken to Lee County Jail.
08/03/21 – 3:00 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies ar-
rested Jason William Barnes, 
43, of Keokuk, at the sheriff’s 
office, on warrants for volun-
tary absence from custody 
and a judgment hold. He was 
taken to Lee County Jail.
Those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire & 
Rescue Report

08/01/21 – Fort Madison 
Firefighters respond-
ed to four medical calls 
and one lift assist.
08/02/21 – Fort Madison 
Firefighters responded to four 
meidcal calls, two assists, 
and two canceled in route.
08/03/21 – Fort Madison 
Firefighters responded to 
six medical calls, one assist, 
and one burn complaint.

http://www.grrwa.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/pdf
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Sports/From the Front

68th Annual West Point 
Sweet Corn Festival

ENTER the PARADEENTER the PARADE

Sunday, August 15th

Parade Starts at Noon
(Rain or Shine)

I plan to submit         entry(ies) in the West Point Sweet Corn
Festival Parade. Please reserve a place in the following division(s):

FLOATS HORSES

DECORATED CARS OR TRUCKS

OTHER

NAME PHONE NO.

ADDRESS

DOES YOUR ENTRY HAVE MUSIC? YES NO

Over $500 in cash awarded to winners in 4 divisions
$50 given to every participating high school band

Mail entry to Parade Committee, P.O. Box 305, West Point, Iowa 52656 
or Email WPCornFest@GMail.com. Entrants should meet at the corner
of 3rd St. and Avenue E. (Presbyterian Church) no later than 11:15 a.m.

Visit Us Online: www.WestPointSweetCornFestival.com

other industries with staffing shortages, 
for health care workers there is that add-
on.”

He said the only way out of the current 
staffing issue is for people to get vaccinat-
ed. McCoy said the virus isn’t going to go 
away, but if the area had a higher rate of 
vaccinated people the impact to the health 
system would be reduced.

The health system is moving forward 
with the goal of keeping patients, the pub-
lic, and the hospital staff safe.

“We are continuing to use (Centers for 
Disease Control) and (Iowa Department 
of Public Health) guidance to do that. We 
still try to be really careful and I know it’s 
a dynamic moving as information comes 
in,” McCoy said.

“CDC and IDPH guidance changes 
and sometimes those changes are hard to 
make sense of. It’s very fluid and we get 
direction that seems different than it was 
yesterday… and that’s because it is.”

Before the announcement came that 
Fort Madison Community Hospital and 
Great River Medical Center we’re joining 
into one entity, both hospitals had relaxed 
some of the additional pandemic miti-
gation efforts. But McCoy said they are 
back to meeting weekly with the Incident 
Command and are scheduling COVID 
committee meetings again, both things 
they had stopped as numbers diminished.

He said the system is looking again at 
policies that were in place during the fall 
because vaccination rates are steady at 
just under 40%. Those were numbers that 
places like Missouri were seeing before the 
hospitals began to get overrun again.

“There were a lot of places in Missouri 
where vaccinations rates were lower and 
they were getting overwhelmed. To think 
we aren’t going to see the same thing when 
our rates are similar…that just doesn’t 
make sense,” he said

“We will tighten up again as the variant 

and it’s prevalence rate dictates – to keep 
everyone safe. Could we get back to where 
we were in the fall? We could, but we just 
don’t know yet. We’re taking policies we 
were using in the fall, and haven’t used for 
a while, and dusting those off and taking a 
look again.”

Iowa’s coronavirus data site coronavirus.
iowa.gov is showing 158 patients currently 
hospitalized with a primary or secondary 
diagnoses of COVID. McCoy said that 
number was in the 70s two weeks ago.

“It’s doubled in the last two weeks and 
that’s exactly what we’re predicting.”

The site also shows Lee County at 38% 
of people fully vaccinated and Des Moines 
County at 39%.

McCoy said statistically the vaccine has 
been one of the most effective vaccines 
he’s seen.

“That’s been a nice surprise. I’m con-
vinced that this is a highly effective 
vaccine.”

He also said some vaccines are already 
being wasted and he believes there should 
be guidance to allow those overstocked 
vaccines to be used as boosters for anyone 
that wants them.

McCoy said there should be a priority 
for anyone who hasn’t received one to get 
one first, but if vaccines are close to being 
destroyed there should be an avenue to 
use them for people who want a booster. 
There is no time requirement between 
initial vaccine and getting a booster.

“Pfizer has already come out and talked 
about boosters increasing antibodies and 
immune levels, especially for those im-
munocompromised, which will help with 
future strains,” McCoy said.

“We have to waste doses now and as 
soon as we get some guidance from CDC 
and IDPH, I would love to be able to give 
those to people who want a booster as 
long as we’re not taking it away from those 
unvaccinated who want one.”

COVID - Continued from Page 1

SIRMC chief doctor wants extra 
vaccines used as boosters

Thurman named 3rd team all 
state by print sports writers

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – The Bloodhounds’ 
came up short in their quest for an ap-
pearance at the state baseball tournament 
after bowing out to DeWitt Central in the 
substate semis.

But the individual awards keep coming 
in.

Senior shortstop Jason Thurman was 
named to the Iowa Print Sports Writers 
Association 3rd team all-state in Class 3A 
as an infielder.

Thurman hit .433 on the year in 104 plate 
appearances driving in 30 runs and led the 
Hounds with 45 hits on the year. He also 
fielded at a .983 clip committing just two 
errors in 61 attempts playing most of the 
year at short and in relief on the mound.

Thurman also threw 41 innings allowing 

just a 1.69 ERA and just 
0.97 Walks/Hits per inning 
pitched, the best on the 
Bloodhounds.

Thurman, along Tate 
Johnson, was also named 
1st Team All-District for 
Class 3A in the Southeast 
District.

Sophomore Kane 
Wiliams, junior Landes 
Williams and senior Vasin 
Thurman were all named 
2nd team All-District.

Johnson led Fort Madi-
son in RBI with 38 on the year and tie for 
2nd in Class 3A in the state with seven 
triples. He had 11 doubles on the year and 
hit. The junior hit .380 on the year second 
only to Thurman’s .433.

THURMAN

JOHNSON

WEST BURLINGTON – Four South-
east Iowa Regional Medical Center 
volunteers recently received Governor’s 
Volunteer Awards. The awards were 
presented virtually by Iowa Governor 
Kim Reynolds and Lt. Governor Adam 
Gregg. 

 The four volunteers were recognized 
for their dedication to the Senior Health 
Insurance Information Program (SHIIP), 
a service offered at the hospital’s Fort 
Madison and West Burlington campuses. 
With training from the State of Iowa In-

surance Division, SHIIP volunteers help 
seniors and their families find answers to 
questions about Medicare, supplemental 
insurance, long-term care insurance, oth-
er health insurance issues and Medicare 
prescription drug coverage. 

 The recipients and the Southeast Iowa 
Regional Medical Center campus at 
which they help patients were: 

Herb Pauly, Fort Madison 
Cynthia Reppert, West Burlington 
Robert Shores, West Burlington 
David Ure, West Burlington 

SIRMC Volunteers honored by Reynolds

http://www.WestPointSweetCornFestival.com
http://www.leecountyhd.org
http://coronavirus.iowa.gov
http://coronavirus.iowa.gov
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Opinion

1001 Avenue H, Suite 2 • Fort Madison

(319) 316-6016

Locally Owned and Operated

SEND THEM SEND THEM 
BACK READY BACK READY 

FOR SUCCESSFOR SUCCESS
Dr. Derek Vogelpohl

is now accepting appointments
for school exams.

Available Monday through Friday.
* We Accept Most Insurances *

Ask about ourAsk about our
Back-to-School Specials Back-to-School Specials 

1.875 x .875

1.875 X 2.25 1.875 X 2.5 1.875 X 2.625 1.875 X 2.75 1.875 X 2.875

1.875 X 3 1.875 X 3.25 1.875 X 3.5 1.875 X 3.75 1.875 X 4 SYMPTOMS DID YOU KNOW

1.875 X 1.875 1.875 X 2

1.875 x 1 1.875 x 1.25 1.875 x 1.625 1.875 x 1.751.875 x 1.51.875 x 1.375

1 COLUMN ADS

WARNING SIGNS

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

Type 1 diabetes may occur 
suddenly and includes:

Extreme Thirst

Frequent Urination

Drowsiness or Lethargy

Increased Appetite

Sudden Weight Loss

Sudden Vision Changes

Sugar in the Urine

Fruity Odor on the Breath

Heavy or Labored Breathing

Stupor or Unconsciousness

jdrf.org

A CFC participant. 
Provided as a public service.

5

T1D
HAVE
COULD
AMERICANS
MILLION

BY
2050 jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

CURE PREVENT  TREAT

JDRF is committed to 
accelerating life-changing 

breakthroughs to

type 1 diabetes and 
its complications
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It is hard to imagine Nor-
man Borlaug ever joining in 
singing “Jolene” or “9 to 5.” I 
can’t picture him harmonizing 
in a heart-tugging rendition of 
“I Will Always Love You.”

This is not a knock against 
this kid from Cresco, Iowa.

He excelled in other ways 
— like saving upwards of one 
billion people from starvation through the revolutionary plant-breeding work he did 
in the decades after World War II. Borlaug developed new, high-yield, disease-resistant 
varieties of wheat, maize and rice that are still feeding people around the globe today.

He also established the World Food Prize 35 years ago to honor people who devote 
themselves to trying to rid the world of the scourge of hunger.

A bronze statue of the late scientist stands in Statuary Hall inside the U.S. Capitol. It 
shows him in his work attire — khaki pants and shirt, rumpled hat to shield him from 
the sun, and a clipboard for jotting notes during inspection of fields.

When the statue was unveiled in 2014 on Borlaug’s 100th birthday, the nation’s as-
sembled leaders joined in a remarkable tribute to this modest man. They sang the “Iowa 
Corn Song,” a tune he and his classmates enjoyed during the 1920s in their one-room 
country school in Howard County.

I am confident it was a tribute Dolly Parton would heartily approve of. While she 
might not have an obvious connection with the farm boy from Iowa, the two super stars 
do have similar traits that are worthy of our appreciation, admiration and recognition.

Even before he was chosen for Statuary Hall, Borlaug was honored by the United States 
in a couple of other important ways. He received the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 
1977 from Gerald Ford and the Congressional Gold Medal in 2006 by order of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate.

Those awards were presented in appreciation for his distinguished and meritorious 
achievements and contributions to the people of the United States and the world.

Back to Dolly Parton:
There was another reminder in the news last week that her talent as a singer and song-

writer — as well as fondness for sequins and big hair — often overshadows the amazing 
humanitarian side of her.

This girl grew up in poverty in a tiny cabin in the hill country of eastern Tennessee, 
and she has been on a lifelong quest to raise up those who need a boost along life’s jour-
ney.

In that regard, Norm and Dolly are two peas in a pod.
Parton appeared on Andy Cohen’s interview program on the Bravo cable television 

network last week. Before the conversation turned to one of her most famous songs, “I 
Will Always Love You,” she estimated she has 365 hairpieces she can choose from.  

Cohen asked what her favorite purchase was with some of the estimated $10 million 

in royalties she has received from Whitney Houston’s recording of the song for the 1992 
movie, “The Bodyguard.”

Without hesitating, she said it was a strip mall she bought in a Black neighborhood in 
Nashville. Parton’s purchase ignited redevelopment efforts that have turned the rundown 
area into one of the city’s hottest neighborhoods.

Nashville historian David Ewing told the Washington Post, “Dolly Parton could have 
built and bought any piece of property in Nashville. But you would have to have gone out 
of your way to buy in the 12 South neighborhood, because no Realtor would have shown 
Dolly that lot to buy.”

Throughout her career, Parton has confounded people who tried to stamp her as a 
blonde bimbo. She has listened to her own heart with her philanthropic investments, too.

Last year, she gave $1 million to the Vanderbilt University Medical Center in Nashville 
to help pay for its work to develop a Covid vaccine. Those of you who have received 
Moderna vaccinations this year have been benefactors of Vanderbilt’s work and Parton’s 
gift.

She paid for construction of a hospital in Sevier County, Tenn., where she grew up. She 
gives college scholarships to every high school graduate there.

She established a “buddy” program that pairs seventh- and eighth-graders to study 
together and encourage each other to stick with school. Each one receives $500 when 
they graduate.

That program alone has cut the high school drop-out rate in Sevier County from 35 
percent to 6 percent. That’s amazing progress, although the drop-out rate is still twice as 
large as Iowa’s.

Parton’s father never learned to read and write, and that has always gnawed at her. In 
1995, she began donating one book a month to youngsters in Sevier County from their 
birth until their first year in school.

She has taken that program around the United States, into Canada and overseas. To 
date, she has given away more than 160 million books.

“When I was growing up in the hills of East Tennessee, I knew my dreams would come 
true,” she said. “I know there are children with their own dreams. The seeds of these 
dreams are often found in books.”

It is difficult to get Americans to agree on much these days. Surely, we can all acknowl-
edge that the irrepressible Dolly would be a worthy recipient of the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom or maybe a Congressional Gold Medal.

Even if she’s never publicly performed the “Iowa Corn Song.”
Randy Evans is the Executive Director of the Iowa Freedom of Information Council and 

can be reached at DMRevans2810@gmail.com. Pen City Current is a member of the IFOIC.

Norman Borlaug and Dolly Parton: Two peas in a pod

https://www.facebook.com/people/Clear-View-Vision-Center/100057067195694/
https://www.facebook.com/CompleteRentalFM/
http://www.tristateoutdoorproducts.com/
http://www.jdrf.org
mailto:DMRevans2810@gmail.com
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Large commercial and diversified operations have distinctly different exposures than  
traditional farms and ranches. That’s why we created AgMax specifically to serve the unique 
needs of commercial agriculture operations and related businesses, including:

   Producers who process, retail or direct market
   Equine and kennel operations, including boarding, breeding  
   and training
   Agritainment and agritourism
   Hunting and other farm-based recreation

  Contact me today to learn how I can help you maximize  
  your insurance protection. 

 Protect your bottom line with
The Power of AgMax®

Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services CA019 (12-14)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
larryholtkamp.com
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Never Shiver. Don’t Sweat.

Just call
Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service • Never An Overtime Charge
FREE Estimates • Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

SHOPClassifieds
Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

Advertise in a brand new way.
Lee (319)371.4125 • Chuck (319)371.1670

Reach thousands of potential customers each day & grow your business. Call today!

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Vinyl Banners

Art
Supplies

Flyers

Posters

Office 
Furniture

B
usiness 

Form
s

Trifold Brochures

P
hoto

C
orrection

Coffee 
Mugs

Office 
Supplies

Printing

T-Shirt Printing

B
usiness C

ards

ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://www.grrwa.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
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• Industry competitive wage
• Safe driving bonus twice per year
• Weekly direct deposit of payroll
• All miles paid the same, empty or 

loaded
• Company assisted health insurance
• Holiday pay
• Vacation pay
• Prepass scale transponders
• Clean inspection bonus
• Passenger program
• Pet program
• Monthly cell phone reimbursement
• Simple IRA with company match

TRUCK DRIVERS
WANTED

• Valid Class A CDL with Tanker 
Endorsement

• Minimum Age of 23 Years Old
• 2 Years Verifiable Safe Driving 

Experience
• Clean Driving Record 

We offer

You need

$2000
Sign-On
BONUS

$1000
Referral
BONUS

Apply
Now!
Click 
here.

FULL-TIME
DENTAL HYGIENIST

Mark C. Pothitakis Family Den-
tistry currently has a position 
available for a Full-Time Dental 
Hygienist. Competitive com-
pensation package including 
paid vacation, retirement, paid 
holidays, and optional health 
insurance. Please mail your re-
sume to 1223 S. Gear Avenue, 
Eastman Plaza, Suite 302, 
West Burlington, IA 52655, or 
email to burldental@gmail.com. 
EOE.

Chateau Apartments
Extra Clean & Quiet

2 Bedroom
Apartments for Rent 

Extra clean & quiet with free YMCA membership included, 
some with decks/patio. Stove, refrigerator, dishwasher, built-
in microwave. Non-smoking, no pets. Very affordable secu-

rity deposit $400. Must pass 
background & credit checks (no 
felonies). Large backyard with 
picnic tables & glider swing in 
very nice, quiet neighborhood. 
Rents range from $595-$635. 
Lease required. 850 sq. ft. units. 
All electric. Water, sewer, trash 
furnished. 650 sq. ft. units. Wa-

ter, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry rooms have 
new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in all buildings). 
On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-750-3115 for ap-
pointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty Co.

TENNIS FANS, 
WE’VE GOT

SOMETHING SPECIAL 
FOR YOU!!!

2 premium tickets to Cincin-
nati’s Western & Southern 
Open ATP/WTA Tennis Tour-
nament for opening week-
end. Features 3 sessions in-
cluding all qualifying rounds 
on Saturday & Sunday, Au-
gust 14 & 15, and first round 
action on Sunday, August 15. 
Front row, section 229. $450 
for all 6 tickets and hours and 
hours of tennis fun! Text Lee 
at 319.371.4125 or email 
f innaginn01@gmail.com.

View from our section – 
FRONT ROW!!!

Section 229 (Green)
Front Row

APARTMENTS FOR RENT
TICKETS

FOR SALE

HELP
WANTED

2136 Green Bay Rd
Wever, IA 52658
319-372-7852

Now Hiring!

Marine Facility 
Operations

& Maintenance
Benefits Included 
Full & Part Time

Positions Available 

Heartland Co-op is an 
Equal Opportunity

Employer (EOE-AA)
committed to advancing 

diversity in the work-
place. Post offer ... 

pre-employment 
drug screen, job

physical, & physical 
capacity profile required.

FOR JOB INFO
& TO APPLY VISIT: 

heartlandcoop.com
Career Opportunities, 

Wever

HELP
WANTED

PUBLIC NOTICE
IOWA DEPARTMENT OF 
NATURAL RESOURCES
NEW CONSTRUCTION

ANNOUNCEMENT

Notice to Bidders
Iowa Department

of Natural Resources

Sealed bids will be 
received by the Iowa 
Department of Natural 
Resources, Engineering 
Bureau, at the Wallace 
State Office Building, 
502 East 9th Street, Des 
Moines, Iowa 50319-0034 
until 11:00 A.M., August 
19, 2021 for the public im-
provement projects listed 
below, at which time they 
will be opened publicly.  In 
addition to attending the 
bid opening in person, 
interested parties may 
also call in to the following 
number to listen to the bid 
opening:

Conference call num-
ber: (617) 675-4444

PIN: 144 768 110 
7295# 

In order to improve 
sound quality, please 
mute your phone by 
pressing *6.  If you have 
questions, you can 
unmute your phone by 
pressing *6.

***Please Note: emailed 
bids will no longer be 
accepted; all bids must be 
submitted via hard copy 
originals***

If you intend to 
hand-deliver your sealed 
Bid Proposal and Pro-
posal Guarantee Bond, 

you will need to enter the 
Wallace Building through 
the main entrance/front 
doors. This is the only en-
trance open to the public. 
Upon arrival, please use 
the phone by the sliding 
glass doors that lead to 
the front elevators, to call 
the front desk and a DNR 
Receptionist will come 
down to obtain the sealed 
bid documents and to 
date and time stamp 
them. On the bid opening 
day, a DNR Receptionist 
will be available in the 
lobby to receive sealed 
bid documents and to 
date and time stamp them 
upon arrival. No bids 
shall be accepted by FAX 
OR EMAIL. After the bid 
opening, information con-
cerning bid results may 
be obtained by visiting the 
Department’s website at 
www.iowadnr.gov. 

Note: The United States 
Postal Service (USPS) 
does not deliver mail or 
packages directly to the 
address provided above 
but rather to the Capitol 
Complex Mail Room.  Ex-
tra time should be allotted 
for proposals sent by the 
USPS.  The Iowa Depart-
ment of Natural Resourc-
es shall not consider bids 
if they are not received by 
the Department of Natural 
Resources, either at its 
mail room or at its Fourth 
Floor Reception Desk, 
by the time and date 
described in this Notice 
to Bidders, regardless 
of whether the bid was 

PUBLIC NOTICES
mailed prior to that time 
and date or whether the 
bid was received at the 
Capitol Complex Mail 
Room or other state gov-
ernment location prior to 
that time and date. 

Project documents, 
including drawings, spec-
ifications, proposal forms 
and addenda items for 
the project are available 
at Beeline and Blue, at 
2507 Ingersoll Ave., Des 
Moines, Iowa 50312. 
Please visit www.beelin-
eandblue.com or contact 
(515) 244-1611 for more 
information. Alternatively, 
Bid Documents can be 
viewed or printed online 
at https://programs.iowad-
nr.gov/engreal/projectlist.
asp

The Department shall 
comply with all public im-
provement procurement 
laws, as outlined in the 
plans and specifications 
and including but not limit-
ed to: Iowa Code chap-
ter 26 related to public 
construction bidding; Iowa 
Code chapter 73 relat-
ed to preferences; Iowa 
Code chapter 573 related 
to labor and materials 
on public improvements; 
rules promulgated by the 
Department of Adminis-
trative Services – General 
Services Enterprise as 
they may apply; rules 
promulgated by the De-
partment of Natural Re-
sources and the Natural 
Resources Commission, 

as they may apply; and 
any federal statutes, rules 
and/or executive orders 
that may be associated 
depending on funding 
sources.  Bidders shall 
comply with these laws 
to be considered and are 
encouraged to be familiar 
with public improvement 
procurement require-
ments and the bidding 
documents before submit-
ting a bid.   

Each bidder shall 
accompany the bid with a 
bid security as defined in 
Iowa code section 26.8.  
The bid security must be 
in an amount set forth in 
the bidding documents 
and made payable to the 
Iowa Department of Nat-
ural Resources. Failure to 
execute a contract for the 
proposed work and file an 
acceptable Performance 
Bond in an amount equal 
to 100% of the contract 
price and a certificate of 
liability insurance within 
thirty (30) days of the 
date of the award of the 
contract will be just and 
sufficient cause for the 
rescinding of the award 
and the forfeiture of the 
bid security. 

POLK COUNTY
PROJECT

NO. 21-02-77-04
 
Big Creek State Park
Paving Overflow Park-

ing
Proposal Guarantee: 

$75,000.00
Completion Date: 

5/31/2022
Project Description:
This project consists of 

paving the existing gravel 
overflow parking lot and 
replacing two existing 
roads with concrete.

YOUR AD 
HERE
Call Lee

(319) 371.4125

https://www.johnsontruckline.com/index.php/job-openings
mailto:burldental@gmail.com
mailto:finnaginn01@gmail.com
http://heartlandcoop.com
http://www.iowadnr.gov
http://www.beelineandblue.com
http://www.beelineandblue.com
https://programs.iowadnr.gov/engreal/projectlist.asp
https://programs.iowadnr.gov/engreal/projectlist.asp
https://programs.iowadnr.gov/engreal/projectlist.asp
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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www.DrMarkDDS.com

Now Accepting New Patients.

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753-2515

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry
319-372-3614

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry West

319-372-4882

6 Convenient Locations to Serve You
Pothitakis Dentistry

Serving Southeast Iowa, Northeast Missouri,
& West-Central Illinois for 58 years

Auto • Home • Health
Business • Life • Farm • Crop

Looking for Stability?

We have a long track record with the companies
we represent, including:

• Nationwide –58 years
• IMT Insurance – 47 years

• Progressive – 37 years
• United Fire Group – 37 years

• Continental Western Group – 37 years
• Auto Owners Insurance – 16 years

307 5th Street West Point | 319-837-6178 or 800-292-2208 | www.fullenkampins.com
Open Monday through Friday 7:30 - 5:00 & Saturday 8:30 - 11 or by appointment

Make Your Move
to Fullenkamp Insurance

today!

The agreements that 
have been signed between 
the city and Amtrak have 
always included a staff 
for ticketing, including 
the necessary IT space, 
passenger counters and 
amenities, including a 
waiting room for up to 31 
people.

Marc Magliari, a 
spokesperson for Amtrak, 
said Amtrak personnel are 
currently working with 
city officials on how the 
building can be used for 
all the entities involved, 
including the North Lee 
County Historical Society.

However when up-
grades were done over 
the past several years to 
the NLCHS building to 
accommodate the new 
depot, counters weren’t 
installed and there 
wasn’t room allocated 
for baggage storage and 
increased Information 
Technology infrastruc-
ture, or security spaces.

City officials were 
operating under the 
impression that Amtrak 
wasn’t going to staff the 
Fort Madison depot and it 
would just be a kiosk stop, 
as it has been for the past 
three years at the current 
location.

But last week Mohrfeld 

met with Amtrak officials 
on the project to update 
the agreement with new 
plans and was told the 
station would indeed be 
a staffed ticket station. 
The mayor was looking 
to include other options 
for the space if it wasn’t 
needed for ticketing oper-
ations.

The city started remod-
eling the depot about a 
decade ago in preparation 
for the relocation.

Mohrfeld said he’d like 
to see the depot also be 
the city’s new welcome 
center and was going to 
talk about reducing the 
original agreements specs 
to allow other things to be 
done with that space.

“If it’s not going to be 
a ticketed station, let’s 
rethink the original deal. 
If we’re not checking bag-
gage, there’s no need for a 
room. No need for a safe 
room, no IT room and no 
ticket counter,” Mohfeld 
said Wednesday.

“So we bring all these 
people together and I 
start that conversation 
and they tell me we are 
mandated to make that 
a ticketed counter…and 
I was just dead in the 
water. And I have to take 
ownership of some of the 
miscommunication. I 

don’t like saying that, but I 
have to.”

Mohrfeld said the 
outcome is still a good 
outcome for the city. But 
some additional reno-
vations will have to take 
place now at the depot, 
which will, in all likeli-
hood, delay the opening 
of the depot.

“This is good. We’re go-
ing to have a fully ticketed 
station,” Mohrfeld said.

“Right, wrong, or 
indifferent there will have 
to be a little more money 
spent. When they did the 
remodel we didn’t put 
door openers and the 
ticket counter never got 
built, and I don’t have 
any background on that 
thought process.”

ADA compliance and 
additional passenger 
service construction will 
be required before opera-
tions can begin including 
some grading issues on 
depot entry points, as well 
as operational improve-
ments agreed to between 
the city and the passenger 
rail line.

Mohrfeld visited an-
other historic depot in 
Mattoon, Illinois last week 
and said Fort Madison’s 
depot should carry that 
same century feel to it.

“We want it to be a cen-

tury experience. We need 
to integrate displays from 
the museum in a secure 
fashion, and I think that 
needs to be our welcome 
center, too. Co-mingling 
those operations would be 
a win-win for everyone.”

Mohrfeld said he un-
derstands the disappoint-
ment of the historical 
museum people and said 
the city should have been 
reviewing everything six 
months ago.

“What we’ve had here 
is an unfortunate set of 
circumstances. Reality is 
we got our hopes up with 
reconfiguring the design, 
and they were disappoint-
ed in having to go back to 
the original agreement,” 
Mohrfeld said.

The current Amtrak 
depot hasn’t had an agent 
since 2018. Local legisla-
tors and city officials met 
with Amtrak at that point 
to keep the ticketing office 

staffed, but the change 
took effect.

Mohrfeld said that no 
longer fits the F.R.A.s 
model and the new office 
will have to be ticketed.

Magliari said about 
three years ago, he and 
Ray Lange, another Am-
trak regional representa-
tive sat in a Fort Madison 
meeting with people from 
the city who were upset 
that Amtrak was closing 
the ticket window ser-
vices.

“Since then Congress 
mandated that we restore 
ticketing at stations where 
we had withdrawn it. We 
and the city have been in 
discussions about how to 
manage that in view of the 
lease signed by the city 
with us,” he said.

“We’ve had a team of 
people in town twice in 
the last two weeks talking 
to the city and Historical 
Society about how we can 
all do well in that build-
ing. But the fact is that 
there was always going 
to be a waiting room and 
that room is fully occu-

pied with exhibits from 
the historical society. We 
need a ticket counter and 
those were in the original 
plans with the city. We 
need a place for them to 
work, and for the engi-
neers to work.”

He said currently Am-
trak isn’t taking cash for 
tickets, but some officials 
want that restored and if 
that becomes a mandate 
as well, a secure space 
will be needed for han-
dling cash. He said they 
will also need what he 
called a data closet for 
ticketing and passenger 
information, all amenities 
that were included in the 
original agreement the 
city has signed.

Magliari said they have 
been trying to fill the po-
sition in Fort Madison.

“We’re advertising for 
the jobs. It’s been very 
hard to fill these jobs. 
Although the pay is pretty 
good there is physical 
acuity involved, drug 
tests, and other cultural 
aspects to the job, and it’s 
tough to fill.”

AMTRAK - Continued from Page 1

Mohrfeld says city will have to spend on commitments

http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
http://www.fullenkampins.com
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