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CL staff catches man in HS
MENTALLY ILL:  Man posed as a "transfer student"and slipped in with other kids

More details 
released in 
prison deaths

ANAMOSA MURDERS

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

DONNELLSON – Central Lee Superintendent Dr. 
Andy Crozier confirmed Thursday morning that a man 
slipped into the district high school Wednesday morning 
posing as a transfer student.

The man, who wasn’t identified, but was said to have 
been approximately 21 years of age, sneaked into the 
school alongside a military recruiter.

He wasn’t identified by staff greeting students.
The man slipped through the halls and into a desk in a 

classroom where a teacher and a counselor realized the 
man didn’t belong and called the office.

School Resource Officer and Lee County Deputy Tom-
my Oberman and Principal Nicole Herdrich immediately 
responded to the classroom and escorted the man to the 
office and then out of the building until he was taken by 

ambulance to Fort Madison 
Community Hospital.

Lee County Sheriff Stacy 
Weber said the man was 
transported at about 3 a.m. 
to a mental hospital out of 
the area.

Weber said the man was 
unarmed and no one was injured in the incident. The 
school went on a short soft lockdown and deputies, in-
cluding Weber, walked the hallways of both buildings to 
assure students and staff everything was safe.

The man apparently had been in the parking lot in his 
vehicle prior to school and then changed clothes to fit in 
with the student body entering the building.

VACCINES
LCHD to 

open hotline 
to 350 on 

Friday
BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – Lee 
County Health Depart-
ment will be opening up 
their COVID Hotline 
number to schedule 350 
appointments for the 
March 30 COVID Vac-
cination Clinic at the 
LCHD Offices (#3 John 
Bennett Drive) in Fort 
Madison. 

This includes those 
who are 64 and under 
with certain underly-
ing medical conditions.  
Some of those conditions 
include: cancer, chronic 
kidney disease, COPD, 
Down Syndrome, heart 
conditions (heart failure, 
coronary artery disease, 
cardiomyopathies), 
Immunocompromised 

BY PCC STAFF

ANAMOSA – State officials released the 
names and images of the two Anamosa 
State Penitentiary inmates who are ac-
cused of killing a nurse and correctional 
officer at the facility Tuesday morning.

Iowa Department of Corrections 
officials identified Thomas Woodard and 
Michael Dutcher as the inmates who 
bludgeoned nurse Lorena Schulte and 
correctional officer Robert McFarland 
with hammers at about 10:18 a.m. Tues-
day.

Officials also released the 
criminal complaint against 
the two accusing each with 
two counts of murder, one 
count of attempted murder 
and one count of kidnap-
ping. Early reports Tuesday 
indicated the attack was by 
just one inmate.

A third victim, inmate 
McKinley Roby was found 
in the same room as the 
Schulte and McFarland 
with multiple injuries to his 
head. Roby was transported 
to University of Iowa Hospitals and Clin-
ics where he was treated. Roby is expected 
to survive his injuries.

The incident allegedly occurred on the 
ground floor of the facility in a break 
room in the health services lobby. The 
building is on the northeast side of the 
penitentiary grounds.

Officials said Wednesday the incident 
was part of an escape attempt planned by 
both individuals. Working together the 
two shattered a glass window of the break 
room, exposing metal bars that were 
cut with a grinder that was found at the 
scene.

The two hammers were obtained by 
other unknown personnel from the main-
tenance shop in an adjacent building.

According to the criminal complaint a 
third victim, Lori Mathis was in an adja-
cent room and walked across the hall after 

Photos courtesy of Fort Madiosn Chamber of Commerce

Odd Marvel, above, and Jus” Try It, below are two recipients of Ambassador 
Calls in the past week. Fort Madison Chamber Ambassadors presented ribbon 
cuttings at both downtown Fort Madison locations.

See SCHOOL, page 8

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
FRI 26 Mar...................................................................Overcast, 57º F/ 44º F
SAT 27 Mar................................................................ Light Rain, 65º F/ 48º F
SUN 28 Mar.............................................................Clear Skies, 54º F/ 37º F

IOWA LOTTERY
LOTTO AMERICA 03/24................ 1 37 39 40 42, Star Ball: 2, All Star Bonus: 2
PICK 3 03/24 MIDDAY...................................................................................... 6 7 6
PICK 3 03/24 EVENING................................................................................... 7 2 8
PICK 4 03/24 MIDDAY................................................................................. 0 3 9 5
PICK 4 03/24 EVENING................................................................................2 4 6 9
POWERBALL 03/24.............................. 4 9 17 27 38, Powerball: 18, Power Play: 2

Chamber Ribbon Cuttings

WOODARD

DUTCHER

WEBER CROZIER

See ANAMOSA, page 8See LCHD, page 5
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OBITUARIES

DONOVAN W. JOHNSON
Donovan W. “Don” Johnson, 90 years, of Fort Madison, Iowa died Tuesday, March 

23, 2021.  He was born May 28, 1930 in Montrose, Iowa, a son of George Edward 
Sr. And Leota M. (Bailey) Johnson.  On December 19, 1954, he married Betty Lee 

Howe.  She preceded him in death.
Don owned and operated D-Signs, a custom sign business in the 

Fort Madison area.  In later years, he stayed active restoring neon 
signs and doing small custom projects.   Many of his signs and work 
are still hanging in Fort Madison today, including the sign at Alphas 
and the awnings at the Fort Colony Family Diner.  He enjoyed cook-
ing, reading, and playing solitaire on his computer.   He was a mem-
ber of the Fort Madison United Methodist Church. 

He is survived by his children, Debra (Matthew) Sheets and Michael (Mary) John-
son; grandchildren:  Heather Hagmeier, Hope Schroer, Grant Johnson, and Wes-
ley Johnson; great grandchildren; numerous nieces and nephews, including Darla 
(Shawn) Stromquist, Kim (Mike) Gregan, Tonya (late Ed) Newberry, and Phyllis 
(Duane) Gorrell; and other family and friends.  He was preceded in death by his 
parents, four brothers: George, Dale, Gene, and Duane; three sisters: Corky, Dorothy, 
and Phyllis.  

Per his wishes, his body has been cremated.  Family and friends will gather to 
celebrate his life from 5:30 – 6:30 pm Monday, March 29 2021 at the Barr Memorial 
Chapel, Fort Madison.  A private burial will be Oakland Cemetery, Fort Madison.  A 
memorial has been established, contributions may be made directly to Barr Memori-
al Chapel, 1919 Ave F, Fort Madison, Iowa 52627.  Barr Memorial Chapel is honored 
to serve the Johnson family and an online guest book may be found at www.barrme-
morialchapel.com.

JOHNSON

OBITUARIES

MARY SUE STANBARY
Mary Sue “Suzi” Stanbary, 70, of rural Niota, Illinois, passed away at 1:34a.m. 

Thursday, March 25, 2021 at the Blessing Hospital in Quincy, Illinois.
She was born November 17, 1950 in LaHarpe, Illinois, the daughter of Arthur Lee 

and Ruth Lucille (Freeland) Olson. On December 26, 1981 she mar-
ried Delbert William Stanbary in Macomb, Illinois. He preceded her 
in death on March 16, 2021.

Suzi was a 1967 graduate of the Dallas City High School and in 
1971 graduated from college in Kirkwood, Missouri. She also attend-
ed Southeastern Community College and Carl Sandburg College. 
She was a phlebotomist and a computer programmer. She previously 
worked in graphic layout for the Hawk Eye Newspaper. Suzie also 

worked at area nursing homes and in home health care.
Surviving are one son, Tony (Angela) Cisneros of Dallas City; one daughter, Maria 

Stanbary of Burlington, Iowa; six grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by her husband; parents; one son, Arthur Cisneros; two 

sisters, Sandra Dowell and Tammy Olson, and one brother, Frank Olson.
A Celebration of her life will be held at a later date.
Banks & Beals Funeral Home in Dallas City is assisting the family. A memorial 

fund has been established to help with expenses. Contributions may be mailed to; 
Suzi Stanbary Memorial, c/o/ Banks & Beals Funeral Home, PO Box 70, Dallas City, 
Illinois 62330

To leave a condolence for the family, please visit Suzie’s obituary at banksandbeals.
com.

STANBARY

The Lee County Democratic Party will hold its Organizational Meeting on Satur-
day, March 27th at 10am at the Donnellson Legion Hall, 419 N. Oak in Donnellson. 
They will begin the meeting with the election of officers for the next two years. There 
are current officers planning on running for reelection and the floor will be open 
for nominations. The remainder of the meeting will be a continuation of the caucus/
meeting that was held on March 11th. Precinct level planning fundraising, local 
races, and issues will be addressed. The Affirmative Action Chair plans on creating 
a committee so those interested in being a part of the committee are encouraged to 
attend.  A Rural Action Committee will also be formed so interested parties should 
attend to have their voices heard. The Lee County Democratic Party encourages 
members from every wing of the party to be involved so all viewpoints are shared. If 
you have any questions please call Mary Jo Riesberg, chair, at (319) 526-3160 .

County Dems to hold organizational 
meeting in Donnellson Saturday

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funer-
al homes and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. 
They are also run as submitted by the funeral homes. Reposting of 
obituaries due to changes can only be requested by the submitting 
funeral home and will be assessed a $15 reposting fee.

FORT MADISON - Milestones Area 
Agency on Aging will be holding a pub-
lic hearing to receive public input and 
comments regarding the agency’s Area 
Plan for State Fiscal Years 2022 – 2025.  
The hearing is scheduled to take place 
at 10:00 AM on Wednesday, March 31, 
2021 via Zoom.  The Zoom link can be 
found on the agency’s website milestone-
saaa.org.

 Milestones is one of 6 Area Agencies 
on Aging in the state of Iowa and serves 
17 counties in southeast Iowa.  The area 
plan will cover program goals for fiscal 
years 2022-2025.

 Milestones Area Agency on Aging is 
committed to working with communi-
ties and community-based organizations 
to increase awareness for aging success-
fully with dignity and independence.

Milestones holding zoom public hearing

Follow Us @pencitycurrent
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For the Record

It’s Time to Review Your Crop Insurance Coverage
There are lots of changes this year to crop insurance policies. Make sure you’re covered.

Contact us today for a no-obligation review of your coverage. 

Welch’s Insurance • 319-835-5000
www.WelchsIns.com

AUTO • HOME • LIFE •BUSINESS

onePAC your medication
made easy

free delivery or mailing

rashiddrug.com

Resolve to make healthcare easier in the new year!Got a news tip?
Call Chuck 

(319)371.1670

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

03/23/21 – 8:16 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
1200 block of Avenue E.
03/23/21 – 8:39 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
200 block of Avenue E.
03/23/21 – 10:23 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a burglary in the 500 
block of Avenue.
03/23/21 – 12:22 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
1200 block of Avenue G.
03/23/21 – 1:47 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of vandalism in 
the 400 block of Avenue E.
03/23/21 – 7:16 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a burglary in 
the 300 block of Avenue G.
03/23/21 – 7:40 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a person-
al injury accident in the 
600 block of Avenue E.

03/23/21 – 8:56 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
400 block of Avenue E.
03/24/21 – 8:11 a.m. – 
Fort Madison Police cited 
Michael Anthony Weldon, 
31, of Fort Madison, in 
the 900 block of 32nd 
Street on a charge of 
driving while barred.
03/24/21 – 8:30 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
900 block of Avenue G.
03/24/21 – 9:05 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Tricia Theresa Friant, 
37, of Fort Madison in 
the 4700 block of Bluff 
Road, on a warrant for 
failure to appear and a 
charge of driving under 
suspension. She was 
taken to Lee County Jail.
03/24/21 – 2:26 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Jeffrey George Sniegowski, 
Jr., 37, of Keokuk, in the 
1000 block of 28th Street, 
on a warrant for failure to 
appear and driving un-
der suspension. He was 

taken to Lee County Jail.
03/24/21 – 2:33 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Marc Anthony Dumas, 
44, Fort Madison, in the 
1000 block of 28th Street, 
on a warrant for parole 
violation. He was taken 
to Des Moines County 
line and transferred.
03/24/21 – 3:07 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
3300 block of Avenue N.
03/24/21 – 9:14 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
1400 block of Avenue H.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

03/23/21 – no time list-
ed – Lee County Sheriff’s 
deputies arrested Joseph 
Robert Decker, 29, of 
Burlington, at the sheriff’s 
office, on a warrant for 
failure to appear. He was 
taken to Lee County Jail 
and released on bond.
03/23/21 – no time list-
ed – Lee County Sheriff’s 
deputies arrested Patrick 

Dale Wright, 47, of Fort 
Madison, at the Van 
Buren County Jail on a 
warrant for a sex offender 
registration violation. He 
was held in custody.
03/23/21 – no time list-
ed – Lee County Sheriff’s 
deputies arrested Jordan 
Dale McCormick, 30, of 
Fort Madison, on Hwy. 2 in 
Donnellson on a warrant 
for failure to appear.
03/23/21 – 7:04 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Chance David 
Beach, 28, of Wever, at 
the sheriff’s office, on a 
judgment hold. He was 
taken to Lee County Jail.
03/23/21 – 5:46 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Kenneth Eugene 
Bair, 22, of Memphis, Mo., 
at the junction of Hwys. 
103 and 218, on charges 
of possession of drug 
paraphernalia, possession 
of a controlled substance, 
eluding a police officer, 
having an open container 
and speeding. He was tak-
en to the Lee County Jail.
03/23/21 – 9:08 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 

arrested Candi Isabella 
Kay Medina, 27, of Fort 
Madison, in the 2700 
block of Chalk Ridge 
Road in Fort Madison on 
a warrant for failure to 
appear. She was taken 
to Lee County Jail.
03/24/21 – 2:25 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Richard Anthony 
Grundy, 24, of Keokuk, 
at the sheriff’s office, on 
a warrant for violation of 
probation. He was taken 
to Lee County Jail.
03/24/21 – 8:10 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a one-vehicle 
vs. deer accident in the 
2000 block of Hwy. 103. 
A vehicle driven by Monte 
Lee Helenthal, 65, of Fort 
Madison collided with the 
deer eastbound. No injuries 
or citations were issued.
03/25/21 – 3:45 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Jody Everett 
Zohfeld, 43, of Keokuk, 
at the Lee County Jail on 
a judgment hold. He was 
taken to Lee County Jail.
03/25/21 – 4:08 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 

responded to a one-vehicle 
accident in the 2000 block 
of Hwy. 218. According to 
reports a vehicle driven by 
Michael James O’Hara, 
of Bono, Ark., struck a 
coyote, causing a fire in 
the engine that engulfed 
the vehicle. Donnellson 
Fire & Rescue assisted. 
No injuries were reported.
03/25/21 – 7:03 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Renny Joe Mc-
Carty, 30, of Birmingham, 
Iowa, on a warrant for 
failure to appear. He was 
taken to Lee County Jail.
Those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until prov-
en guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire 
& Rescue Report

03/23/21 – Fort Madison 
firefighters responded 
to four medical calls 
and one car accident
03/24/21 – Fort Madison 
firefighters responded to 
two medical calls, one 
smoke detector acti-
vation, one baseboard 
heater malfunction, 
and one false alarm.

http://www.WelchsIns.com
https://www.rashiddrug.com
https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/


4 - Pen City Current - Friday, March 26, 2021

Current-Lee

319-469-3951
www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

We are where you are.

CURRENT-LEE
Egg-Stravaganza

FORT MADISON – Shug’s Tiny Town in Fort Mad-
ison will be holding a children’s Easter egg hunt on 
Saturday, March 27, from 10 to noon for 4 and under, 
and from 1 to 3 p.m. for ages 5 to 8. Space is limited 
and cost is $25 per child. Prizes and treats for the egg 
hunters.

Family Fixins
LEE COUNTY – ISU Extension and Outreach will 

be hosting a one-skillet meal cooking class for the 
whole family on March 27, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
at the Fort Madison YMCA. The class is free for the 
whole family and the family will prepare one recipe to 
take home. To register, call the ISU Extension office at 
319-835-5116.

Understanding Dementia
FORT MADISON – The Kensington will be hosting 

a virtual event featuring Cheri Theesen on “Under-
standing Changes as Dementia Advances”. Theesen 
will offer insights for those who love and care for 
someone with dementia. The event is Monday, March 
29 from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. RSVP to Cindy Greer at 
cgreer@kensington-evergreen.com to receive an event 
link.

Read Across Iowa
WEST POINT – Preschool story time through the 

Iowa State University Extension is being held on Mon-
days in March beginning at 10 a.m. at the West Point 
Public Library. This year’s theme is agriculture.

Faeth’s Annual Tractor Show
FORT MADISON – The event will be held at Faeth’s 

Cigar Store in Fort Madison on Saturday, April 3, from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. with a parade at 1 p.m.

YMCA registering for programs
FORT MADISON – Little Tykes Soccer and Lee 

County Soccer registration is now open through the 
Fort Madison YMCA. Call 319-372-2403 to register 
and for more information. The YMCA is also schedul-
ing private youth gymnastics lessons for boys and girls 
ages 10 and up.

Y Kids & Company preschool enrollment is now 
open for the 2021-22 school year. Call the YMCA for 
additional information.

Blue and Silver Celebration
FORT MADISON – Holy Trinity Catholic will 

hold it’s annual Blue and Silver celebration, an annual 
tribute to teachers. This year’s event will be Saturday, 
March 27, 2021 and limited to teachers and guests 
only. The HTC Teacher of the Year will be announced.

Community Clean-up
FORT MADISON – The annual community clean 

up has been set this year for April 24. Contact the 
Chamber at 319-372-5471.

United Way Golf Outing, Virtual 5K
LEE COUNTY – The United Way annual golf outing 

will be held on May 7 this year with a noon shotgun 
start. Registration and sponsorships are now available 
by contacting Karen at 319-524-4504 or at director@
unitedwaygrr.org. The group is also sponsoring a 
virtual 5K event from May 21, to May 31. Registration 
is ongoing with a cost of $20 per person including a 
t-shirt, $15 to participate with no shirt. Shirts can be 
picked up at 511 Blondeau St. in Keokuk or you can 
include an additional $5 to have it shipped to you.

Jack Morris Florida of Iowa
LEE COUNTY – After being canceled due to 

COVID in 2020, the annual Jack Morris Memorial 
Florida of Iowa Golf Outing is set for June 11. Spon-
sorships are available and registrations are being taken 
by contacting the Chamber at 319-372-5471 or by 
email at chamber@fortmadison.com.

FMCH Foundation Golf Classic
LEE COUNTY – The Fort Madison Foundation golf 

outing will be held Friday, June 18 at Sheaffer memo-
rial Golf Course with morning and afternoon flights. 
Sponsorship and Team opportunities are now avail-
able. All money raised benefits Fort Madison Com-
munity Hospital. Contact Carrie at 319-376-2747 or 
cgreen@fmchosp.com for more information.

Easter on the Go
The Salvation Army is presenting Easter on the Go 

March 27, 2021 at 10 a.m. at store locations in Keokuk 
and Fort Madison. Keokuk is at 31 S. 30th Street and 
Fort Madison is located at 1415 Avenue M. This is a 
drive thru event so follow the cones when you enter 
the parking lot for Easter treats. For more information 
call Amy at 524-1144 or Tammy at 372-2770.

Adult Easter Egg Hunt
Appleberry Orchard is again hosting their annual 

Adult Easter Egg Hunt April 9th and 10th starting at 
7 p.m. with a social and meal. The hunt begins after 
dark rain or shine with a cash bar, games, contests and 
entertainment. Prizes both nights including Riverside 
Casino package, Tri-State Rodeo tickets, cash, Keith 
Urban tickets. Tickets available online only at https://
appleberry.ticketspice.com/adulteaster.

Green Team Fundraiser
The Fort Madison Green Team is soliciting funds 

for One Tree Planted, a non-profit whose mission is 
to plant trees in every corner of the world. To make 
a donation, click on the link provided: https://www.
bonfire.com/the-green-team-fundraiser/.

Fort Madison Public Library
All Booked Up! is held Thursdays at 1:30 p.m. This 

week discussion will focus on the Underground Rail-
road. At 3:30 each Thursday is Thursday Crafternoons 
at the library. Facemasks are required.

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com
mailto:cgreer@kensington-evergreen.com
mailto:director@unitedwaygrr.org
mailto:director@unitedwaygrr.org
mailto:chamber@fortmadison.com
mailto:cgreen@fmchosp.com
https://appleberry.ticketspice.com/adulteaster
https://appleberry.ticketspice.com/adulteaster
https://www.bonfire.com/the-green-team-fundraiser/
https://www.bonfire.com/the-green-team-fundraiser/
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Opinion/From the Front

DO 
YOUR 
PART

Great River Regional
Waste Authority

urges you
to wear gloves

when moving bins 
or residential trash pick-up.

Workers can touch
over 2000 bins a day

before even touching yours.
Don’t forget to wash your hands 

after bringing in your bin!

WWW.GRRWA.COM

for your 
community

state (weakened immune 
system) from solid organ 
transplant, obesity, preg-
nancy, Sickle cell disease, 
smoking, Type 2 diabetes 
mellitus.

Anyone who falls under 
that tier, along with those 
65 and over, health care 
workers, first responders, 
K-12 school staff, child 
care staff, tier 2 essential 
workers (food processing, 
agricultural production, 
distribution, manufac-
turing), and individuals 
with disabilities living in 
home settings and their 

direct care staff can call 
(319) 376-1077 beginning 
Friday, March 26 between 
8:30 am and 4:30 pm to 
schedule an appointment. 

Currently around 350 
appointments need to be 
filled.  After the appoint-
ments are filled no names 
will be taken for call back, 
and the hotline number 
will be closed the remain-
der of the day and until 
further announcements 
are made.

LCHD asks people 
wanting to make an ap-
pointment to only call the 

COVID Hotline number, 
to be patient as phone 
lines will be busy, and to 
please not call the main 
office number.  After all 
appointments are filled 
a message will indicate 
that.  Please do not to 
leave a message with your 
information as we are no 
longer establishing a call 
back waiting list. 

LCHD will continue to 
update with their website 
(www.leecountyhd.org), 
their Facebook page, and 
the media for future clinic 
time availability.

LCHD- Continued from Page 1

Hotline for those 18-64 with 
underlying conditions

Letter to the Editor

Iowa’s Pate says 2nd District 
election results should stand
Dear Member of Congress:
 Iowans take their voting very seriously and I firmly believe we are the best 

state in the nation for civic engagement. Despite the pandemic, the people 
of Iowa made their voices heard in record numbers in 2020, both in the June 
primary and November general election. I’m extremely proud of the way our 
voters, poll workers and county election officials stepped up.

 Our state had the closest U.S. House race in the country, with Mariannette 
Miller-Meeks defeating Rita Hart. Following a recount in all 24 counties in the 
Second Congressional District, Miller-Meeks won by six votes.

 The general election and recounts were conducted in a bipartisan manner. 
There are 12 Republican county auditors and 12 Democratic county auditors 
in the Second District. Bipartisan teams of precinct election officials staffed the 
polling places and processed the absentee ballots.

 The recount boards in all 24 counties were bipartisan, comprised of one rep-
resentative from the Miller-Meeks campaign, one representative from the Hart 
campaign, and a third member who was agreed upon by the other two repre-
sentatives or appointed by a district court judge. The Hart campaign signed off 
on the recount procedures and results in all 24 counties.

 Following the recount, the bipartisan State Canvassing Board unanimously 
accepted the results and officially certified the election. At the end of this bipar-
tisan process, Mariannette Miller-Meeks won: 196,964-196,958.

 Iowa law provides for a nonpartisan process if a candidate for federal office 
wishes to contest the results of an election. A panel of Iowa District Court judg-
es, presided over and appointed by the chief justice of the Iowa Supreme Court, 
hears the contest and delivers a ruling. Both my office and the Supreme Court 
were ready, willing, and able to facilitate a fair and thorough contest process.

 Every step of the way, the administration of Iowa’s elections is either bipar-
tisan or nonpartisan. Unfortunately, Rita Hart chose to bypass the nonpartisan 
Iowa process and take her challenge to the U.S. House of Representatives where 
her political party has the power to grant her a seat she did not win.

 Ms. Hart has stated that her reason for failing to give Iowans a voice in this 
process is that Iowa law does not allow for sufficient time to review her claims. 
That assertion is in stark contrast to the fact that Iowa’s Judicial Branch has 
always gone above and beyond to issue expeditious rulings in cases concerning 
election law.

 The Hart campaign should have exhausted all state avenues before asking 
a federal chamber controlled by her party to make the final determination. 
Iowans should have the final say in all Iowa elections, not Washington, D.C. 
politicians.

 Now, Rita Hart is asking you to “depart from Iowa law” and give her an elec-
tion victory she did not earn. I strongly urge you to reject any attempts to over-
turn the will of Iowa voters. Mariannette Miller-Meeks is the official U.S. House 
Representative for Iowa’s Second District and is serving the district capably. Let 
her continue to do the job Iowans elected her to do.

 Sincerely,
 

 Paul D. Pate
Iowa Secretary of State

http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.leecountyhd.org
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NOW HIRING
LEE COUNTY CERTIFIED EMS PROVIDERS

Lee County is now accepting applications for full and part-time Iowa certified EMS providers. We 
are a county owned and operated ambulance service providing emergency services to Lee County, 
Iowa as well as critical care transport services.  Our primary full-time schedule is based on a 24-
48 rotation with a  Kelly Day, flexible scheduling for part-time employment.  Strong progressive 
protocols, new fleet power load equipped.  Starting wage EMT $15.82 per hour, $42,777.28 per 
year.  Starting wage paramedic $20.16 per hour, $54,512.64 per year, based on a 48-hour full-time 
work week.  2% wage increases annually for three years.  10 cents per hour increase for every year 
of EMS experience after your first year.  Benefit package includes health insurance through Blue 
Cross Blue Shield (80/20 plan), chiropractic, prescription plan, annual wellness, vision, dental, life, 
protection class IPERS, optional 401K, Aflac, Lee County Credit Union.  Annual uniform allow-
ance provided.  In house continuing education provided. Positions will start July 1, 2021.

Paramedic Qualifications:
• High School Diploma (GED or High School Equivalence Certificate)
• Current IDPH-BETS EMS Certification at the Paramedic level
• Valid Driver’s License/insurable
• Current BLS
• Current ACLS
• Current PALS   

EMT Qualifications:
• High School Diploma (GED or High School Equivalence Certificate)
• Current IDPH-BETS EMS Certification at the EMT level
• Valid Driver’s License/insurable
• Current BLS

Applicants must be eligible to work in the U.S. Veterans will be given preference but all candidates 
will be considered.  Applications and job descriptions may be found online at www.leecounty.
org and may be also obtained at the Lee County Auditor’s Office, 933 Avenue H, Fort Madison 
Iowa.  Applications accepted through April 5, 2021 at 4:00 p.m. Complete background check, drug 
screening and post-offer physical required. Lee County is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Please mail or email applications to or for more information:

Lee County EMS 
Attn: Dennis Cosby, EMS Director

933 Avenue H, PO Box 190
Fort Madison, Iowa 52627

dcosby@leecounty.org

NOW HIRING
Lee County Commission on Veteran Affairs

Director/Administrator

The Lee County Commission on Veteran Affairs is looking to 
hire a replacement for our current Director/Administrator. 
Position includes providing assistance on obtaining benefits and 
services available to local veterans and their families.

High school diploma or equivalent required. Must be certified 
or able to obtain certification from Federal and State of Iowa 
Veteran Affairs. Must have excellent computer skills, valid 
driver’s license, be eligible to work in the United States, reside in 
or be willing to relocate to Lee County. Must be willing to work 
flexible hours. Government budget experience is a plus. 

Position will start July 6, 2021. Position will be part-time (20 
hours per week) until January 1, 2022 then will be a full time 
position (30 hours per week, per Iowa Code). Certification must 
be reached by January 1, 2022. Starting wage will be $14.00/hour 
and will increase to $18.00/hour at full time status. Lee County 
benefits will be available. Veterans will be given preference but 
all candidates will be considered.

Application and job description may be found online at www.
leecounty.org  and may also be obtained at the Lee County Au-
ditor’s Office, 933 Avenue H Fort Madison Iowa or by calling the 
Auditor’s Office at 319-372-3705 or the Lee County Commission 
on Veteran Affairs Chairperson at 319-470-9434. Please submit 
cover letter, resume, and completed County application to:

Lee County Auditor
933 Avenue H, PO Box 190

Fort Madison IA 52627
Or email to dfraise@leecounty.org

Applications accepted through May 1, 2021 at 4:30 p.m. 
Complete background check and post-offer physical required.

Lee County is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Chateau 
Apartments 
Extra Clean

& Quiet
Apartments 

for Rent 

Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership includ-
ed. 2 bedrooms, some with 
decks/patio. Stove, refrig-
erator, dishwasher, built-in 
microwave. Non-smoking, 
no pets. Very affordable se-
curity deposit $300. Must 
pass background & credit 
checks (no felonies). Large 
backyard with picnic tables 
& glider swing in very nice, 
quiet neighborhood. Rents 
range from $585-$635. 
Lease required. 850 sq. ft. 
units. All electric. Water, sew-
er, trash furnished. 650 sq. 
ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, 
gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operat-
ed washers & dryers (locat-
ed in all buildings). On-site 
manager. Call 319-372-9409 
or 319-750-3115 for appoint-
ment to view. Owned by Alli-
ance Realty Co.

NOW HIRING seasonal em-
ployees for the greenhouse 
and delivery route drivers 
(CDL & non-CDL positions 
available).  Looking for moti-
vated, happy people that en-
joy working with plants and 
don’t mind a little dirt.  Are 
you ready to work and be a 
part of our team? 

For application stop by 
2094 303rd Avenue

Fort Madison, IA 52627

Human Service 
Position

Opportunities Available

Optimae LifeServices, a 
progressive mental health 
provider in Iowa, is seeking 
qualified individuals to fill a 
variety of roles working with 
individuals to achieve life 
goals in their daily living.

Opportunities include Ser-
vice Coordinator out of our 
Burlington office, Site Team 
Leader out of our Keokuk of-
fice, and Direct Support Pro-
fessionals out of our Keokuk, 
Fort Madison, and Burlington 
office.  

Applicants can apply
in office or online at

www.optimaelifeservices.com

For questions,
please reach out to HR at 
319-237-1730 (Burlington)
or 319-372-3566 (Lee Co.)

 
509 Ave. F, Fort Madison

208 Bank St., Keokuk
825 Nth 6th St., Burlington

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS
APARTMENTS

FOR RENTAPARTMENTS FOR RENT HELP WANTED

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

Got a
news tip?

Call Chuck
(319)371.1670

The average person is on their 
device 3+ hours per day.

Call Lee (319)371.4125
or Chuck (319)371.1670

Reach your customers wherever 
they are with digital ads.

http://www.KeywayManagement.com
http://www.KeywayManagement.com
http://www.KeywayManagement.com
mailto:dcosby%40leecounty.org?subject=EMS%20Providers%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
mailto:dfraise%40leecounty.org?subject=Veteran%20Affairs%20Director%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
http://www.optimaelifeservices.com
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
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Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Reach thousands of potential customers each day
& grow your business. Call today!

Advertise
in a brand new way.

Lee (319)371.4125 • Chuck (319)371.1670

YOUR AD HERE
for as little as $50 per month

Call Lee at 319.371.4125
or email classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Never Shiver. Don’t Sweat.

Just call
Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service • Never An Overtime Charge
FREE Estimates • Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Logo

Agent Photo

Disclosure

Agent Info

Unlock  
more savings —
with [auto + renters] 
Contact me to schedule a SuperCheck®  
and see how simple combining your auto 
and renters insurance can be!

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC114 (9-17)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARYHOLTKAMP.COM
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CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

Vinyl Banners

Art
Supplies

Flyers

Posters

Office 
Furniture

B
usiness 

Form
s

Trifold Brochures

P
hoto

C
orrection

Coffee 
Mugs

Office 
Supplies

Printing

T-Shirt Printing

B
usiness C

ards

ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.facebook.com/EternelleBeauteFullServiceSalon/
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://www.CullenPest.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
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Don’t Let Joint Pain Keep You Down
Trust FMCH Orthopedics for nonsurgical and surgical treatment –
including joint replacement – for aches and pains caused by injuries
or degenerative conditions.

Appointments available at FMCH and Great River Health-Keokuk.
No referral necessary. Call 319-376-1136.

Good Food for All

Call for curbside pickup
319.837.6126 

327 5th Street, West Point, IA

At Sonny’s, we’re committed to offering you

quality groceries at affordable prices

in a healthy & safe environment.

Thank you for shopping local. Stay safe!

“He looked very young – his actual age was 21, 
but he appeared to be 16 or so wearing blue jeans, 
boots and a t-shirt, not unlike many students at our 
school or other schools in southeast Iowa,” Crozier 
said. “He did attempt to sit down in a first period 
class and was recognized by a counselor and a lan-
guage arts teacher. They contacted the office where 
our principal and SRO instantly intervened.”

Crozier said the man was escorted under super-
vision from the building where they realized there 
were some mental health concerns.

Crozier and Weber both agreed that school staff 
handled the situation appropriately to minimize the 
situation.

“Having that school resource officer is a way of 
deterring these kinds of events and showed its value 
today. But also I couldn’t be more proud of the way 
our staff handled the situation. Nicole Herdrich 
just has the skill set of keeping things calm and 
controlled and everything worked the way it was 
supposed to.”

When asked how that type of thing can be pre-
vented in the future, Crozier said there’s no way to 
prevent 100% of all safety concerns.

“Obviously we’ll have other security measures 
when construction is complete, but you can’t pre-
vent everything. I look at this as how we responded 
once someone was identified in our building. I’m 
proud of our communication, the calmness, and the 
composure of staff in resolving the situation.

“Never was there a point where it was violent, and 
there were no weapons on him. This is truly why we 
employ an SRO at Central Lee — to keep these kids 
safe when there is a concern for students and our 
campus. Being able to respond at a moment’s notice 
is of the highest concern. And we did just that.”

He said staff was greeting students, but most staff 
don’t see and recognize every student.

“Someone teaching a high level math or science 
class may only see 40% of the students and doesn’t 
know the other 60%. If this man had been 62 with 
a goatee or something, we might have been able to 
identify him as not belonging, but he looked and 
acted like he belonged here and was in close prox-
imity to the recruiter,” Crozier said.

Weber said the man was identified on a National 
Crime Information Center (NCIC) as a missing and 
endangered person out of the Chicago area. Weber 

said he was not listed as a dangerous person.
“With all the construction going on, it’s difficult 

to keep track of everyone coming and going. He 
came in with a group of kids and what appeared to 
be a Naval recruiter. Everybody assumed he was 
with him and he went to the same class,” Weber 
said.

Weber said the man’s car was towed and he wasn’t 
wanted back on the property in Illinois so the 
determination was made to get him into the mental 
health system in Iowa.

“We certainly didn’t feel like it would be right to 
let him go,” Weber said.

The man did try to escape from Weber and Ober-
man at one point and they had to subdue and hand-
cuff him. Weber said his state of mind deteriorated 
at the hospital and he had to be put under guard.

“I’m extremely proud of how this was carried out. 
I’ve had people call me and they are upset by this. 
Yesterday isn’t any different that any other day in 
any way shape or form,” Weber said, regarding how 
students enter the high school.

“The new construction will help prevent some of 
these things. The only difference was that Tommy 
was in the building. He and Nicole went to where 
the problem was and dealt with the person quickly. 
No one was hurt, there was a soft lockdown for a 
short time, and once he was removed it was busi-
ness as usual.

“One thing I will remind the students is that if 
they ever see something, they should always say 
something.”

In a letter sent to parents, Crozier said the student 
claimed to be a “transfer student”, and wrote that it 
was critical for everyone to be aware of their sur-
roundings and report any suspicious activities or 
individuals to school or district administration, or 
law enforcement, right away.

SCHOOL - Continued from Page 1

Crozier happy with staff’s handling of dangerous situation

hearing the commotion and was grabbed by Dutcher 
with Woodward still in the room. Mathis was told she 
“would be next if she didn’t cooperate”. She was eventu-
ally released and Dutcher would run from the room.

Dutcher, covered in blood, was apprehended by offi-
cers while running into an adjacent yard in the facility. 
Officers found Woodard laying in the breakroom with 
the two staffers. No reason was listed as to why Wood-
ard was laying on the floor.

An employee on the floor above also heard the com-
motion and went to the break room where she discov-
ered the victims laying on the floor and alerted staff of 
a possible escape attempt.

Interviews with the inmates and staff turned up evi-
dence supporting the charges against the two men.

ANAMOSA - Continued from Page 1

Evidence piled up against 
two inmates 

https://www.fmchosp.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
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