
Monday, November 30, 2020  | 8 pages | Volume 4 • Issue 215

Scan the code to subscribe today
Paid & Free Options Available!

Business Directory.....................................P.7
CLASSIFIEDS................................Ps.6-7
Complete Rental........................................P.5
Fort Madison
Neighborhood Watch Groups....................P.6
FROM THE FRONT......................Ps.4-5
Fullenkamp Insurance................................P.3
Lee County Health Department................P.8
LOCAL NEWS.................................... P.5

OBITUARIES.................................Ps.2-3
•	Joy L. Brown, 70
•	Ronnie Butler, 67
•	Aarin J. Guzman, 64
•	Susan J. Meredith, 69
•	Miriam E. Weisinger, 93
•	Deborah A. Wright, 50

OPINION............................................P.4
Pen City Current.................................. Ps.6-7

Pilot Grove Savings Bank...........................P.4
Pothitakis Dentistry...................................P.2
Public Notices............................................P.6
Rashid Pharmacy & Wellness....................P.3
SCENE AROUND TOWN............Ps.4-5
Sonny’s Super Market................................P.5
Welch’s Insurance.......................................P.5

INSIDE: More photos from this weekend’s welcome of the holidays • See pages 4-5

www.pencitycurrent.com

HOLIDAYS HIT FM
This holiday, 
things aren’t 
so different

WEIGHTS DOUBLE AS HOME DECOR
Steffensmeiers flex muscle with Subtle Impact line

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – We’re all stuck 
inside, but Rachel Steffensmeier of Fort 
Madison made the most of her time wan-
dering around at home during this throttle 
back of socialization.

And if she has her way you’ll be doing 
curls while your chicken risotto is simmer-
ing, or your whites are tumbling.

With the help of her mom Jenny, the 
two have launched a new product of home 
decor weights called Subtle Impacts.

These are incognito work out tools that 
double as art-deco placed around your 
home.

“Weights look kinda dumb laying 
around on the floor,” said Rachel with a 
laugh. “And I’ve seen other people use 
different things for weights like milk jugs 
or other knick knacks, so we’ve designed 

something that fits that, but also works in 
any room.”

The new line can be found at the follow-
ing website: https://subtleimpacts.com/ 

or on Facebook at https://www.facebook.
com/subtleimpacts/ and also on Insta-

So… how are the leftovers?
I read a lot before Thanksgiving about 

people celebrating in the their sweatpants 
and pajamas. That’s a little dangerous mak-
ing hot gravy, but it’s all about the confi-
dence in the kitchen I guess.

I think it’s more about comfort. Like me 
walking down the Lighted Parade in shorts 
Friday night.

I felt like I had my fly down or some-
thing. Pssst. It wasn’t that cold out.

This is Iowa, man.
Shorts and hoodies aren’t just for the 

couch here. My brother once said that 
sicknesses are on the rise, pre-COVID by 
the way, because people are wearing long 
pants too often.

He’s funny.
I think COVID has left us all a bit too 

constricted. We have to, or should, wear 
masks out in public. So it seems to me to 
be a nice trade-off. Extra clothes on the 
face, less on the legs.

It was nice seeing lots of people down-
town. I talked with Chris Swed a bit about 
mint chocolate popcorn and … wait, what?

People were flocking toward the warm 
buttery smell of the the Fox Theater. They 
stood in line at Shug’s Tiny Town getting 
treats at the old fashioned ice cream count-
er. People packing into a toy store just 
before the town’s holiday parade.

RALPHIEEE!
I talked with the Baileys in front of 

Shug’s. The Iowa teams are pretty good this 
year and COVID is having a big impact 
on the NFL. Wendy said I was the one she 
thought would be crazy enough to wear 
shorts.

Jeans are overrated.
I talked with others. Said Hi to Gary 

Pilkington and Eric Freitag. Waived at 
Dave Taylor and I think I saw Tim Gobble 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

Residents lined Avenue G in downtown Fort Madison on Friday night as the annual Lighted Parade made 
its way between thousands that came out to kick off the holiday season. Several businesses stayed open 
along the main retail route to serve hot chocolate and popcorn and tempt holiday shoppers.

See DECOR, page 5

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
MON 30 Nov...........................................................Clear Skies, 34º F/ 25º F
TUE 01 Dec...............................................................Clear Skies, 39º F/ 23º F
WED 02 Dec................................................................. Overcast, 41º F/ 27º F

Jenny Steffensmeier, left, and daughter Rachel Steffensmeier have 
launched a new line of home decor exercise equipment called Subtle 
Impact.
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See PARADE, page 4

IOWA LOTTERY
LOTTO AMERICA 11/28................... 7 16 23 25 52, Star Ball: 7, All Star Bonus: 3
LUCKY FOR LIFE 11/26............................................... 11 25 31 41 43, Lucky Ball: 9
MEGA MILLIONS 11/27....................... 4 10 27 35 58, Mega Ball: 10 Megaplier: 2
PICK 3 11/26, 11/27, 11/28 MIDDAY.............................................. 1 5 5, 2 5 3, 1 6 3
PICK 3 11/26, 11/27, 11/28 EVENING..........................................2 5 3, 0 4 2, 6 1 9
PICK 4 11/26, 11/27, 11/28 MIDDAY.................................8 5 6 3, 0 3 7 6, 3 9 9 5
PICK 4 11/26, 11/27, 11/28 EVENING................................ 7 5 5 1, 3 4 4 5, 4 3 6 5
POWERBALL 11/28............................... 8 12 18 44 51, Powerball: 18, Power Play: 2

https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
https://subtleimpacts.com/
https://www.facebook.com/subtleimpacts/
https://www.facebook.com/subtleimpacts/
http://www.OpenWeatherMap.org


2 - Pen City Current - Monday, November 30, 2020

Obituaries

Pen City Current and www.pencitycurrent.com are products of
Market Street Publishing, LLC. Pen City Current is published

Sunday through Friday mornings by 6AM.P.O. Box 366 | Fort Madison, IA
Founded in 2016

Charles Vandenberg, Editor
(319).371.1670
editor@pencitycurrent.com

Lee K. Vandenberg, Sales Manager
(319).371.4125
sales@pencitycurrent.com

Copyright © 2016 by Pen City Current
All published materials are property of Pen City Current
and cannot be used without express written permission.

Member LION Publishers
www.lionpublishers.com

Now Accepting New Patients.

www.DrMarkDDS.com

Burlington Dental Associates
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Burlington Family Dentistry
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Mediapolis Dental Care
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SUSAN J. MEREDITH
Susan J. Meredith, 69, of Ft. Madison, passed away on 

Thursday, November 26, 2020 at 8:44 PM at her home.
She was born on July 8, 1951 in Grand Rapids, MI to 

George and Ethel Green May.  On Novem-
ber 5, 1971 she married William Meredith 
in Grand Rapids.  Susan worked at Sheaffer 
Pen Company and was a teacher’s assis-
tant for the Fort Madison Community 
School District.  She was a member of the 
First United Pentecostal Church and was 
involved in all aspects there.  For over 

thirty five years she prided herself by sitting in the 2nd row 
on the left hand side.  Susan enjoyed going to amusement 
parks and especially loved riding roller coasters.  She loved 
traveling to Michigan with her grandson, Talan and attend-
ing all her grandchildren’s sporting events.  Her greatest 
love was her husband Bill with whom she cherished her life 
with.

Survivors include three daughters, Michelle Meredith of 
Ft. Madison, Darria Doty of Grinnell, IA, Dionna Thue-
son of Stillwater, MN; three sons, Lance Meredith of Ft. 
Madison and Ryan and Kyle Meredith of West Burlington; 
several grandchildren and great grandchildren; two sisters, 
Cathy Lett and Carol Blake of Grand Rapids.  She was pre-
ceded in death by her parents and a brother, David.

Per her wishes, cremation has been entrusted to King-
Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory.  A Celebration of Life 
will be held on Sunday, November 29, 2020 at 10:30 AM at 
First United Pentecostal Church.  

 In lieu of flowers, a memorial has been established for 
the First United Pentecostal Church and she would love 
for anyone to swing by some Sunday and attend a service.  
Online condolences may be left at www.kinglynk.com.

MEREDITH
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AARIN J GUZMAN
Aarin J Guzman, 64 years, of Fort Madison, Iowa died 

Wednesday, November 25, 2020 at the University of Iowa 
Hospitals and Clinics, Iowa City, Iowa.  He was born July 

25, 1956 in Fort Madison, Iowa, a son of 
Claro and Esther (Ortiz) Guzman.  

He was a 1974 graduate of Fort Madison 
High School and a lifelong resident of the 
area.  Aarin worked 40 years at E.I. Dupont, 
retiring in 2015.  He was a 40 year member 
of I.A.M. Machinist Union, Local 1010, 
where he served as a shop committeeman.  

He served on the Board of Directors for the Dupont Ath-
letic Association and Dupont Credit Union.  He served on 
the City of Fort Madison Human Equal Rights Commis-
sion.  He served on the Board of Trustees for the City of 
Fort Madison Public Library.  Aarin was passionate about 
running for his health, music, and being a father.

He is survived by his son, Vance Guzman of North 
Liberty, Iowa; four siblings: Nicholas Guzman, Tina (Bob) 
Krieger, Mercedes “Shod” (Rob) White, and Valerie Guz-
man (Rick Parker), all of Fort Madison; aunts, uncles, niec-
es and nephews.  He was preceded in death by his parents.

Private Services will be held.  A memorial has been es-
tablished, contributions may be made at the Barr Memorial 
Chapel.  Barr Memorial Chapel is honored to serve the 
Guzman family and an online guest book may be found at 
www.barrmemorialchapel.com.

GUZMAN

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no 
charge to funeral homes and they run the 
day they are submitted in most cases. They 
are also run as submitted by the funeral 
homes.

RONNIE L. BUTLER
Ronnie Lee Butler, 67, of Montrose, Iowa died due to com-

plications caused by the freaking coronavirus on Sunday, No-
vember 22, 2020 at the University of Iowa Hospitals and Clin-

ics in Iowa City, Iowa.  In his final moments 
of a bravely fought battle, he was surrounded 
by love and his children at his side.

He was born at Graham Hospital in Ke-
okuk, Iowa on Saturday, January 31, 1953; 
the first born child of John Robert Butler and 
Sylvia Marie Krouse Butler of Luray, Mis-
souri.   A member of Wyaconda (Missouri) 

High School’s graduating class of 1971, Ron held dear to his 
heart the time spent with his school mates and their many 
class reunions.  He was a forklift driver at Fruehauf Trailer 
Corporation (1974-1996), Wabash National Corporation 
(1996-2001) and retired from Scotts Miracle Gro Corporation 
in 2018 after 15 years of service. 

 If the measure of a man is found in what he leaves behind, 
Ron was a giant.  His large, loving and high functioning 
blended family and their traditions meant the world to him. 
He leaves behind many heavy hearts, including five daughters 
and one son: his eldest child, a Daughter, Dana (Troy) Smith 
of Kansas City, Missouri; and their two sons, Carson and 
Dalton Smith; Daughter, Melinda Worley of Montrose, Iowa; 
Daughter, Veronica (Joe) Lestina of Fort Madison, Iowa; 
and their two children, Joseph and Jovie Lestina; Daughter, 
Rebecca (Daniel Morgan) Butler of Montrose, Iowa; a Son, 
Zeb Butler, and his favorite daughter in law, Kayla of Keokuk, 
Iowa; and their two children, Maysen and Brinkley Butler; 
Daughter, Rachel (Jake) Bunker of Quincy, Illinois; a Sis-
ter, Sheila (Stan) Jenkins of Luray, Missouri; and his nieces 
Pam (Wes) Jensen, Amanda (Richie) Webster, and Kimberly 
(Keane) Morrison; and lifelong friends and mother to five of 
his children, Wilma and Wendell Smith of Montrose, Iowa, 
with whom he co-parented with long before such a label was 
mainstream, and many more dear relatives and loyal friends.

He was preceded in death by his grandparents, Steve and 
Irene Butler & David and Betty Krouse; parents, John and 
Sylvia; his younger brother, Kenny Butler; his best friend, Ray 
“Razor”Garnett, and many more dearly departed family and 
friends.

Late in life, Ron adopted four babies that remained in his 
care until the end: a white 1964 Ford Falcon convertible; a red 
1965 Ford Falcon convertible; a red 1964 Ford Ranchero; and 
a 1967 Mercury Cyclone GT black  convertible. Driving and 
competing in classic car shows was one of his most treasured 
hobbies.  An active outdoorsman, Ron enjoyed hunting and 
exercising his second amendment right, playing horse shoes, 
shooting pool and listening to good music. When he was not 
dedicated to the sidelines attending the sporting games of his 
grandchildren, he was often found cheering on the Kansas 
City Chiefs and St. Louis Cardinals. Ron was a social butterfly 
and notorious prankster with a penchant for making others 
laugh. He was most often found with a smile on his face and 
an ornery sparkle in his beautiful blue eyes.

He promoted the philosophy that one should not take life 
too seriously, especially in the midst of 2020, when life all too 
often sucks. Ron relished holidays, family traditions, western 
movies, inappropriate jokes and tomatoes. 

For those wishing to pay their respects and bid a final “10-
4” farewell to Ron, services will be held at King-Lynk Funeral 
Home & Crematory on Monday, November 30, 2020 at 10:30 
AM.  Burial will follow in Montrose Cemetery.  The family 
will meet with friends from 1-3 PM at King-Lynk Funeral 
Home on Sunday, November 29, 2020.  The family encour-
ages those attending the service to wear team gear for the 
Kansas City Chiefs and St. Louis Cardinals in honor of Ron.

   Memorials may be made to the Ronnie Butler memorial 
fund and online condolences may be left at www.kinglynk.
com.

BUTLER

http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
http://www.barrmemorialchapel.com
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WE KNOW MEDICARE

2404 Avenue L, Ft. Madison, IA 52627 | Weekdays - 8-8; Sat. - 8:30-6; Sun. 10-2

www.RashidDrug.com

(319) 372-2300 or 1-800-794-2330

We have helped thousands find the best plan for 
the drugs they take, so give us a call – we take 
care of it all no matter what pharmacy you use.

307 5th Street West Point
19-837-6178 or 800-292-2208 | www.fullenkampins.com

Open M-F 7:30 - 5:00 & Saturday 8:30 - 11

Serving Southeast Iowa, Northeast Missouri,
& West-Central Illinois

Protect What’s Important.
When you need peace of mind, look to

one of the area’s leading insurance agencies.

Auto • Home • Health
Business • Life

Farm • Crop

Joy Lee Brown, 70, of Keokuk, passed away on Satur-
day, November 21, 2020, at her home in Keokuk.

Joy was born on October 10, 1950, in 
Keokuk, Iowa, the daughter of Ralph and 
June Jobe. She graduated from Keokuk 
High School and spent her working years 
employed in hairdressing and restaurant 
services. Joy was a faithful member of 
God’s Way Church in Keokuk.

Joy is survived by her daughter Bran-
dy Mayfield of Montgomery, Alabama; her son Danny 
(Shawna) Murphy of Phoenix, Arizona; her boyfriend 
William Hampton of Keokuk; her sister Connie Jobe 
of Keokuk; and two grandchildren: Terrence Sale of 

Freeport, Illinois; and Jazmine Sale of Des Moines, Iowa. 
Other survivors include several nieces, nephews and 
cousins.

Joy is preceded in death by her parents, her sister Vicki 
Jobe and three brothers: Ronnie, Max and Warren Jobe.

Joy’s life will be celebrated with a memorial service 
at 2 pm on Saturday, November 28, 2020, at DeJong-
Greaves-Printy Funeral Home in Keokuk. For the safety 
of those attending, masks and social distancing will be 
required.

Tributes and condolences may be left at www.dejongs-
funeralhome.com.

DeJong-Greaves-Printy Funeral Home of Keokuk is in 
charge of arrangements.

BROWN
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MIRIAM E. 
WEISINGER

Miriam Ellen Weisinger, 93, of rural Fort Madison, 
IA, passed away at 1:42 p.m. on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 25, 2020 at The Kensington.  She was born on July 

30, 1927 in Fort Madison, IA to Fred & 
Cornelia McKee Manny.  She married 
Charles David Weisinger on August 28, 
1948 in West Point, IA.  He preceded 
her in death on May 2, 2014.  She was a 
homemaker and a farm wife.  She was 
a member of Denmark Congregation-
al United Church of Christ, Plymouth 
Circle, a Sunday School Teacher and a 

church choir member for many years.  She enjoyed 
reading, sewing, cooking & baking sweets, playing the 
piano and following her children & grandchildren’s 
activities.  She loved wrestling and attended the Iowa 
State High School Wrestling Tournament for 40 years 
and also attended several NCAA Wrestling Tourna-
ments.

Miriam is survived by: 3-sons: Scott (Linda) 
Weisinger of Fort Madison, IA, Jeff (Mary) Weisinger 
of Fort Madison, IA & Bruce (Michele) Weisinger of 
Marion, IA; 7-grandchildren: Katie (Mark Hoge of 
Good Hope, IL, Lindsay (Jay) Lampe of Fort Madi-
son, IA, Nathan (Sarah) Weisinger of Fort Madison, 
IA, Grant (Whitney) Weisinger of Fort Madison, 
IA, Drew (Traci) Weisinger of Fort Madison, IA, 
Brittany (Dustin) Jaeger of Manchester, IA & Aus-
tin (Jenny Paulsen) Weisinger of North Liberty, IA; 
17-great grandchildren: Carter, Nolan & Nora Hoge, 
Haley, Adelyn & Macyn Lampe, Owen, Vada & Lana 
Weisinger, Akron, Rylan & Leighton Weisinger, Ella, 
Eliza & Emma Weisinger, Colbie & Caelyn Jaeger; 
1-sister: Janette (Denny) Hanson of Coralville, IA.  She 
was preceded in death by: her parents, husband & a 
brother, David Manny.

Due to the current Covid restrictions, the family re-
quests a private family visitation and service to be held 
at King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory and burial to 
be held at Denmark Cemetery.  A memorial has been 
established for Denmark Church and contributions 
may be sent to: Scott Weisinger, 2874 180thStreet, Fort 
Madison, IA 52627.  Online condolences and a video of 
the funeral service may be found at the King-Lynk Fu-
neral Home & Crematory website: www.kinglynk.com.

WEISINGER
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DEBORAH A. WRIGHT
Deborah Amelia Wright, 50, of Keokuk, IA died 

Thursday afternoon, November 19, 2020 at her home.
She was born January 5, 1970, in Keokuk, IA. 

She is the daughter of Sandra Wright 
Hansen.

Deborah graduated from Fort Mad-
ison High School and began her life-
long career of education and learning. 
She attended Western Illinois Univer-
sity and graduated with a bachelor’s in 
business and Economics and Accoun-

tancy. She then went on to graduate from Western Il-
linois University with a Master of Arts in Economics 
with an emphasis in Applied Econometrics, Labor 
Theory, Public Finance, and International Trade 
Theory. Lastly, Deborah graduated from Northern 
Illinois University in De Kalb, IL with a Doctor of 
Philosophy with her Fields of Study being Public 
Finance, Econometrics, and Labor. 

Deborah had written several papers and even had 
a publication. She received several awards and hon-
ors such as Past President of Southeastern Commu-
nity College Higher Education Association, Grad-
uate Economic Association President, Outstanding 
Economics Teaching Assistant, and Outstanding 
Economics Graduate Paper. Deborah was a member 
of the American Economic Association and was 
inducted into Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society in 1997. 

She had worked at several institutions and uni-
versities throughout the years with the most recent 

being Southeastern Community College, where 
she was tenured, ITT Technical Institute, Northern 
Illinois University, and Kishwaukee College. She had 
several job titles from Online Instructor to Adjunct 
Faculty to Instructor/Teaching/ Research Assistant. 

Deborah was a busy woman who could handle 
anything handed to her. Most recently she was 
credited with writing the grants for Lee County to 
obtain their K-9 officers. She was also member of the 
New Testament Church. Of all the job titles Deborah 
has had in her short 50 years, “Mimi” was the one 
she favored most. She loved to spend time with her 
grandkids. 

Deborah is survived by her mother, Sandra Han-
sen, of Keokuk, daughter, Kendra Hedger of Keokuk, 
three grandchildren, Cole Hedger, Kylie Kellum, and 
Kamryn Kellum, all of Keokuk, a brother, a niece, an 
uncle, Fred Wright of Hannibal, MO, and two cous-
ins, Sarah Davidson and Jacob Wright. 

She was preceded in death by her grandparents 
and one aunt.

Visitation services will be held Saturday, Novem-
ber 28, 2020 from 9 am to 10 am at St. Paul United 
Church of Christ in Keokuk. Memorial Services will 
be held at 10 am following the visitation.

Memorials may be made to the family.  
Social distancing will be in place and masks are 

required. 
Online condolences may be made at www.vigen-

memorialhome.com.

WRIGHT

JOY L. BROWN

https://www.rashiddrug.com
http://www.fullenkampins.com
http://www.dejongsfuneralhome.com
http://www.dejongsfuneralhome.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
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319-469-3951

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

We are where you are.

LEARN MORE
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

running up and down the 
street with lights on his 
head.

In a weird bit of irony 
Hawk-Eye photographer 
John Lovretta interrupt-
ed one of my pictures 
by walking through my 
line. I laughed under my 
breath and shook my head 
moving west toward the 
flashing lights.

The crowd was good and 
the weather was great. As I 
walked back to the Cruiser 
after shooting a card full of 
pictures I started thinking 
about how important it is 
for these types of events to 
continue.

I missed the holiday 
music and the bands, 

but understand this year 
things are just different. 
But when we can hang 
onto events like this, it’s 
only a little bit different.

I would say half the folks 
didn’t have masks. I did, 
but I forgot I did and that 
says a lot. We’re getting 
used to the intrusion and 
with vaccines on the way, 
there seems to be a light at 
the end of this very dark 
tunnel.

Strolling up to Brian 
Wright and his stogie 
was welcomed. A brief 
conversation about 
the Hawkeyes, his new 
downtown apartment, and 
doggie doo in the pocket 
park were a more wel-
comed distraction than I 
had anticipated.

Savanna Collier and 
Tim Gobble and the vol-
unteers that helped keep 
that event are surely tired, 
but even more surely 
appreciated by the thou-
sands that lined the streets 
on a just cool Friday night 
to ring in the holidays.

Saturday saw carriage 
rides, the opening of the 
Enchanted Forest, for real 
live reindeer and people 
on the sidewalks. It also 
saw the Bloodhound 
boys basketball team on 
the court getting in their 
second workout.

Yes, things are differ-
ent. But because of the 
resilience of volunteers 
– because of the commit-
ment of our health care 
workers – because of the 
force of human spirit – 
and because of the spirit 
of Christmas…

Things aren’t so differ-
ent.

A special mention this 
week to the family of for-
mer State Sen. Gene Fraise 
who spent more than 
three decades dedicating 
his life to public service. 
Fraise fell victim to com-
plications of COVID-19. 
We published another 
obituary earlier this week 
that said the man was 
taken by “the freakin’ 
coronavirus”.

Yes indeed.
But that’s Beside the 

Point.
Chuck Vandenberg is 

editor and co-owner of Pen 
City Current and can be 
reached at editor@pencity-
current.com.

PARADE - Continued from Page 1

COVID set aside 
as town flocks to 
Lighted Parade

Fort Madison shoppers watch the Rose Carriage Service escort residents around downtown 
Saturday as part of Mistletoe on Main. Businesses along Avenue G offered specials to take 
advantage of the opening of the Enchanted Forest behind Aldi and for the first time ever, live 
reindeer were on hand.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCCHoliday carriage rides

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com
mailto:editor@pencitycurrent.com
mailto:editor@pencitycurrent.com


Pen City Current - Tuesday, March 10, 2020 - 5

Scene Around Town/From the Front

THANK YOU
THANK YOU

We appreciate your commitment to the health & safety 
of yourselves and of Sonny’s customers while working 
during these difficult times to ensure our communities 
are well-fed with quality groceries at reasonable prices. 
Keep up the great work & know you are greatly
appreciated!

SONNY’S EMPLOYEES
SONNY’S EMPLOYEES

Call for curbside pickup
319.837.6126 

327 5th Street, West Point, IA

Don’t wait to find out 
your pumpkin

isn’t insured correctly!

Call Welch’s Insurance
now for all your auto, home,

and business insurance needs.

319-835-5000

November is
Military Family Appreciation Month!

Complete Rental would like to offer
our military families

20% off any rental
during the month of November.

Thank you for your service!

(319) 372-8105
www.CompleteRentalFM.com

gram.
Rachel said she was nervous about 

presenting the idea to her mother, but said 
Jenny jumped right on board.

“It’s her idea,” Jenny said.
Jenny Steffensmeier is the owner of Stef-

fensmeier Welding & Manufacturing in Pi-
lot Grove, and said the two tinkered around 
with the ideas at the shop, but ultimately 
ended up working with a foundry out of 
Webster City, Iowa.

The two have just launched the product 
line and are starting with just the Impact 
line to judge reaction to the products.

“It’s gonna be fun along the way when we 
see the questions and suggestions people 
come up with. That will definitely be part of 
the design concepts down the line.”

The white pieces of decor on the book 
shelves are actually dumb bells created by 
Rachel and Jenny Steffensmeier as part of 
a Subtle Impacts line of products currently 
under presale.

Rachel said originally she was just trying 
to come up with something to make at 
Steffensmeier Welding that was outside the 
company’s traditional welding and manu-
facturing services.

“I had all these ideas running around in 
my head and once I talked with mom, she 
gave me the confidence to move ahead with 
it,” she said.

The weights are certainly atypical and 
look like art on the floor, or a countertop, 
or book shelf, but Steffensmeier said they 
are balanced and somewhat symmetrical 
and can just be set back down after a quick 
workout.

“I know I don’t like to put my dumb bells 
away after a work out, but they look ugly on 
the floor, so I just thought this was a neat 
idea, she said.

“You also have to think about balance. 
We didn’t want one side of the weight to be 

heavier than the other and came up with 
this idea.”

The new line is being promoted through 
marketing campaigns on their website, 
social media, and Pinterest and there is a 
presale underway with discounts on select-
ed items.

“Really right now we’re just trying to get 
exposure vs. sales. We’re trying to reach out 
everywhere,” Rachel said.

The tooling is still being set up at the 
foundry and Jenny said she wished they 
would have moved on the line months ago.

“If we had been just two months earlier 
in finding the foundry, we’d be ahead of the 
holidays. We fumbled around here a little,” 
Jenny said.

Rachel said she does have more designs 
in the works, but said they’re just starting 
with the white Impact line to gauge interest.

“The tooling is pretty expensive so we’re 
not going to launch all the designs just yet. 
We’ll do collections at some point, if this 
takes off.”

A focus group was assembled over social 
media to garner ideas and perceptions of 
the new product.

“That group gave us some much feedback 
on technical issues and that was so helpful 
in setting up the FAQs on the website,” 
Jenny said.

Prices on the Impact design range from 
around $40 to $200 in the pre-sale model. 
Those orders are being accepted through 
Dec. 4. Orders now will come in just after 
Christmas or at the beginning of the year.

Rachel said at first look the prices may 
seem high with the average price for regular 
dumb bells at about $1.50 per pound, but 
the Subtle Impact pieces are around $5 per 
pound.

“This is a dual purpose and if you look at 
other prices for decor on other sites, I think 
you’ll find our prices comparable.”

DECOR - Continued from Page 1

New dumb bell line doubles 
as home decoration

Megan’s Old Fashioned Ice Cream Parlor was loaded with customers 
prior to the annual Fort Madison Lighted Parade Friday night down-
town. Megan’s is part of Shug’s Tiny Town toy store.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
http://www.WelchsIns.com
https://completerentalfm.com/
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Classifieds/Public Notices

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

K-6 Elementary 
School Principal
HTC West Point

Holy Trinity Catholic (HTC) 
Schools seeks a dynamic and 
creative educational leader 
who can inspire and serve as 
our K-6 Elementary School 
Principal in West Point, Iowa. 
To read the full job descrip-
tion and to apply please go 
to www.iowa.schoolspring.
com and search for principal 
or West Point as the location.

Please contact Brian Gra-
ham, Search Committee 
Chair - Holy Trinity Board of 
Education, with any ques-
tions at brian@holytrinity-
schools.org.

PUBLIC NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE

Fort Madison
Community School 

District
1930 Avenue M
Minutes of the

Regular Meeting
November 23, 2020

I. The meeting was 
called to order via Zoom 
by President Wondra at 
6:00 p.m. Directors DiPri-
ma, Hope, Wykert, Ross, 
Menke and Steffensmeier 
were present. Also pres-
ent were Superintendent 
Slater, Director of Curricu-
lum and Student Services 
Harmon and Secretary 
Elmore.

II. Recognition of 
guests. President Wondra 
welcomed members of 
the audience in atten-
dance.

III. Reading of Founda-
tion documents. This will 

resume at the December 
21, 2020 meeting.

IV. Monthly communi-
cations

A. Student Rep re-
port. This will resume at 
the December 21, 2020 
meeting.

B. Curriculum Corner. 
This will resume at the 
December 21, 2020 
meeting.

C. “Did You Know?” 
This will resume at the 
December 21, 2020 
meeting.

D. Superintendent Goal 
Report. This will resume 
at the December 21, 2020 
meeting.

E. District Presenta-
tions. This will resume at 
the December 21, 2020 
meeting.

V. Approve the agenda. 
It was moved by Stef-
fensmeier and seconded 
by Wykert to approve the 

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

HELP
WANTED

agenda as presented. 
The motion passed on a 
7-0 voice vote.

VI. Consent agenda. It 
was moved by DiPrima 
and seconded by Stef-
fensmeier to approve 
the consent agenda as 
presented. The consent 
agenda consisted of 
minutes from the October 
12, 2020 Special Meeting; 
October 19, 2020 Special 
Meeting, October 19, 
2020 Regular Meeting, 
November 2, 2020 Work 
Session; financial reports 
including the October 
Balance Sheet, Octo-
ber Revenue Summary, 
Expenditure Report and 
Student Activity Report, 
accounts payable for the 
October General Account 
Board bills for Approv-
al, November General 
Account Board bills for 
approval, Student Activity 
Board bills for approval 
and Nutrition Account 
Board bills for approval; 
resignation from Kent Bai-
ley as varsity volleyball, 
Jade Nabors as associate 
at Lincoln, Nancy Butler 
as associate at the high 
school, Jerry Junkins as 
bus driver; employment 
of Scott Roen as assis-
tant softball and approval 
of activity and athletic 
fundraisers. The motion 
passed on a 7-0 voice 
vote.

VII. Action Items
A. Director of Curric-

ulum and Student Ser-
vices.

B. Superintendent.
1. Consider approval 

of Request for Modified 
Supplemental Amount to 
the School Budget Re-
view Committee (SBRC) 
for open enrollment out in 
the amount of $433,440. 
The Board reviewed the 
SBRC modified allowable 

growth application. Dis-
cussion followed. It was 
moved by DiPrima and 
seconded by Steffensmei-
er to approve the SBRC 
modified allowable growth 
application in the amount 
of $433,440 as submitted. 
The motion passed on a 
7-0 voice vote.

2. Consider approval 
of Request for Modified 
Supplemental Amount 
(MSA) to the school 
Budget Review Commit-
tee (SBRC) for Limited 
English Proficient (LEP) 
Instruction beyond five 
years in the amount 
of $1,550. The Board 
reviewed the SBRC 
Modified Supplemental 
Amount. Discussion 
followed. It was moved 
by Hope and seconded 
by Wykert to approve the 
SBRC Modified Supple-
mental Amount for Limited 
English Proficient (LEP) 
Instruction beyond five 
years as submitted. The 
motion passed on a 7-0 
voice vote.

3. Consider annual 
Board appointments. 
Consider annual Board 
appointments. The Board 
reviewed and considered 
the annual Board ap-
pointments. It was moved 
by Steffensmeier and 
seconded by Menke to 
approve the annual Board 
appointments as present-
ed. The motion passed on 
a 7-0 voice vote.

a. Kim Harmon, Title I, 
Title IIA, Title VI, Title IX, 
ADA and 504 Coordinator

b. Kim Harmon, Com-
pliance Officer (Step II) of 
grievance procedure as it 
relates to discrimination 
issues

c. Erin Slater-Child 
Abuse (Level 1), harass-
ment alternate investiga-
tor (Level I), AAO/EOE 
officer

d. Kim Harmon-Child 
Abuse (Alt. Level 1) 
harassment investigator 
(Level I)

e. Nic Chiri, Asbestos 
Coordinator

f. Sandy Elmore, Insur-
ance Trustee IEBP

g. Reconsideration 
Committee i. Licensed 
Employee - Cory Byrne

ii. Media Specialist – 
Michelle Bentler

iii. Administrator – Kim 
Harmon

iv. Community Member 
– Janice Burch

v. High School Repre-
sentatives – Lily Arnold, 
Kiley Bohnenkamp

h. Affirmative Action 
Officer - Erin Slater

i. Bus Driver Testing 
Program – Nic Chiri

1. Board Secretary/
Business Manager.

1.
VIII. Discussion Items
A. Director of Curricu-

lum and Student Services
1. Special Education 

Count. Director of Cur-
riculum and Student 
Services Kim Harmon 
shared special education 
count information with 
the Board. Discussion 
followed.

B. Superintendent.
1. Virtual instructional 

tour. The virtual instruc-
tional tour of the middle 
school will take place at 
the December 21, 2020 
meeting.

2. 100% online learning 
stipends for Trimester 2. 
The 100% online learning 
stipends list for Trimester 
2 was reviewed. Discus-
sion followed.

3. Certified Staff Atten-
dance. The certified staff 
attendance report was 
reviewed and accepted 
as presented.

4. Board Member 
Attendance. The Board 
reviewed and discussed 
the Board member atten-
dance report.

C. Board Secretary/
Business Manager.

IX. Comments from the 
audience. There were 
none.

X. Legislative update. 
The Board received a 
legislative update.

Exit Diprima at 6:29 
p.m.

XI. Announcements.
December 7, 2020 6:00 

PM, Special Meeting/
Work Session, Board 
Room, Central Office

December 21, 2020 
6:00 PM, Regular Meet-
ing, Board Room, Central 
Office

Enter DiPrima at 6:33 
p.m.

XII. Adjourn. The meet-
ing adjourned at 6:34 p.m.

Tim Wondra, Board 
President

November 23, 2020
Sandra Elmore, Board 

Secretary

PUBLIC NOTICE
Lee County Board of 
Supervisors Meeting 

Tue, Dec 1, 2020
9:00 AM – 11:00 AM 

(CDT) 
AGENDA

Please join my meeting 
from your computer, tablet 
or smartphone. 

https://global.gotomeet-
ing.com/join/649298205 

You can also dial in 
using your phone. 

Unlted States: +1 (872) 
240-3311 

Access Code: 649-298-
205 

New to GoToMeeting? 
Get the app now and 
be ready when your first 
meeting starts: https://
global.gotomeeting.com/
install/649298205 

If you would like to pose 
a question to the Board, 
please use the Chat 
feature and wait for the 

Chairman to address you. 
!f you are participating by 
phone, please wait until 
everyone is done speak-
ing before addressing the 
Board. Please keep your 
microphone muted to 
cut down on background 
noise. If you are partic-
ipating by phone, press 
#6, this will mute your 
phone.

Pledge of Allegiance 
Approve Agenda 
Public Input 
Consider Approval 

of November 24, 2020 
Board Minutes 

Consider Approval of 
Claims 

Open Bids and Consid-
er Awarding Bid for Three 
New Type II Ambulances 
and Three New Type III 
Ambulances

Review Bids and Con-
sider Approval of Reso-
lution Awarding Contract 
and Authorizing County 
Engineer To Execute 
Contract for HMA Resur-
facing on J40

Consider Approval of 
Agreement with Depart-
ment of Transportation 
Initiated Detour of High-
way 2 Onto Lee County 
Secondary Roads

Consider Approval of 
Resolution Removing 
Mobile Home from Tax 
System 

Consider Approval of 
Resolution Establishing 
Payment Agreement on 
Delinquent Taxes

Consider Approval of 
Class C Liquor License 
for Mt Hamil Tap 

Consider Approval to 
Extend A TV /UTV Ordi-
nance 

Consider Approval of 
Tax Abatement Resolution 

Personnel Actions:
A. New Hire-IT (re-

placement)
B. New Hire-Veteran 

Affairs Commission (re-
placement)

Commission or Com-
mittee Reports

Adjourn

Workshop to Follow 

PUBLIC MEETING
CITIZENS WELCOME 

Vision and hearing
assistance available

upon request

Contact Title VI
Administrator

319-372-3705 County 
Website:

www.leecounty.org

Do you have time -
to help stop crime?

Join us today to help
keep our communities safer!

Visit any of these Facebook pages to learn more
about what the Neighborhood Watch Program is

& how to start your own group or join an existing group!

YOUR AD 
HERE
Call Lee

(319) 371.4125

http://www.iowa.schoolspring.com
http://www.iowa.schoolspring.com
mailto:brian@holytrinityschools.org
mailto:brian@holytrinityschools.org
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/649298205
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/649298205
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/649298205 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/649298205 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/649298205 
http://www.leecounty.org
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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Classifieds

YOUR AD HERE
for as little as $50 per month

Call Lee at 319.371.4125
or email classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!

Agent Info

If someone is hurt on your property, is your 
business protected? 

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying 
claim costs beyond where your business insurance 
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today 
because when your world is protected – it’s business  
as usual.

Don’t Let 
Your Business 

Slip Away

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Disclosure

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)

Agent Info

If someone is hurt on your property, is your 
business protected? 

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying 
claim costs beyond where your business insurance 
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today 
because when your world is protected – it’s business  
as usual.

Don’t Let 
Your Business 

Slip Away

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Disclosure

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)

Agent Info

If someone is hurt on your property, is your 
business protected? 

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying 
claim costs beyond where your business insurance 
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today 
because when your world is protected – it’s business  
as usual.

Don’t Let 
Your Business 

Slip Away

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Disclosure

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)

Agent Info

If someone is hurt on your property, is your 
business protected? 

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying 
claim costs beyond where your business insurance 
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today 
because when your world is protected – it’s business  
as usual.

Don’t Let 
Your Business 

Slip Away

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Disclosure

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)

Agent Info

If someone is hurt on your property, is your 
business protected? 

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying 
claim costs beyond where your business insurance 
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today 
because when your world is protected – it’s business  
as usual.

Don’t Let 
Your Business 

Slip Away

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Disclosure

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)

Generations of Great Service

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328

All Areas: 877-380-4328
www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Full Service HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison, Burlington, and surrounding 

areas with over 30 Years Experience!

• 24 Hour Service
• Never An Overtime Charge

• FREE Estimates
• Servicing All Makes

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Vinyl Banners

Art
Supplies

Flyers

Posters

Office 
Furniture

B
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Form
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Trifold Brochures

P
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C
orrection

Coffee 
Mugs
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Supplies

Printing

T-Shirt Printing

B
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ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

SHOPClassifieds
Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.grrwa.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com


Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 or (800) 458-6672

Medicare Certified

Your Choice for Compassionate Hospice Care

Hospice Services include

in Lee, Des Moines, Henry, and Van Buren counties in Iowa
& Hancock and Henderson counties in Illinois

24/7 on-call nursing staff • Skilled nursing services
Social worker visits • Music & massage therapy
Homecare aide assistance • Volunteer services

Spiritual & grief support

www.LeeCountyHD.org

Lee County Health Department Hospice

Providing comforting end-of-life care since 1989
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