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State CERT teams drill at ISP
OLD ISP:  Three-day training focuses on emergency preparedness at state prisons

Pipeline group 
to start working 
on land deals

COUNCIL MEETINGS

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – State officials were happy to trek to the 
southeast corner of the state this week for the first emergency 
response training in more than two years.

Iowa Department of Corrections’ Correctional Emergen-
cy Reponse teams, numbering more than 100 statewide, 
made the trip to the old Iowa State Penitentiary Grounds for 
multi-level training modules including weapons training, 
classroom training, riot response and inmate de-escalation, 
and cell extractions.

Brian Foster, DOC’s newly appointed Security Operations 
Director, was on hand, as was DOC Deputy Director, and 
former ISP Warden, Randy Gibbs. Foster was hired in May 
and has extensive multi-state experience in prison security. 
His appointment came on the heels of two murders that took 
place at the hands of two inmates at Anamosa State Prison.

Foster said COVID had prevented any of this type of train-
ing over the past year.

 “Typically we do this kind of thing annually, but COVID 
kept us from doing it last year. It’s just an important part of 
training and it’s good we can get back at it,” he said.

ISP Deputy Warden Doug Bolten said this is a no-score 
emergency preparedness event. Fort Dodge hosts a competi-

tion every year in the fall for CERT teams.
“This is basically an emergency preparedness Incident 

Command System drill for CERT teams,” Bolten said. “We 
have many training objectives, but yesterday right out of the 
box we tested how our team leaders and team leadership is 
communicating and briefing their people.”

He said the annual training is to prepare for situations that 
staff hopes will never need to be used. Internally each center 

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

WEST POINT – Now that the mandated 
public information meeting is checked off, 
land agents working with a Texas pipeline 
company can start negotiating for land 
easement rights for a 14-mile anhydrous 
ammonia pipeline extension in the county.

NuStar Pipeline Operations Partnership 
L.P. spoke to about 130 people at Small 
Grand Things south of West Point for 
about two hours Tuesday night as part of a 
required public information meeting mod-
erated by Geri Huser, chairman of the Iowa 
Utilities Board.

The meeting is a requirement under Iowa 
Code before any land negotiations can take 
place, or before NuStar can even file a per-
mit with the state for the pipeline extension. 
According to Iowa Code, NuStar cannot 
petition the IUB for a permit until 30 days 
after Tuesday’s hearing.

After the petition is filed, a two-week 
publication runs in a local paper in the 
county affected. That notice will lay out 
the time, date, and location of a required 
evidentiary hearing, where landowners can 
present evidence to the IUB in favor of or 
opposed to the proposed project.

The IUB’s decision is based on the record 
created at that evidentiary hearing.

The company already has 8-inch piping 
in the south part of the county up to Fort 
Madison. This new extension would include 
a 6 inch pipe that would run along a corri-
dor similar to the Hwy. 61 bypass around 
from the west side of Fort Madison to the 
north, and then east to IFC

The pipe will have a maximum pressure of 
1,480 pounds per square inch.

Robb Aultman, the plant manager at 
IFCo, said the new pipeline will be revers-
ible at the connection to the plant so that 
Iowa Fertilizer can add extra anhydrous am-
monia to the line in the event the plant has 
over production, as well as drawing from 
the line during needed times if production 
is low to continue to fill trucks locally.

He said the new pipeline extension will 
help IFCo provide more of the needed fer-

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

Two DOC Correctional officers run through a drill at the firing range as part of the state’s 3-day CERT 
Team emergency preparedness drills in Fort Madison. Below, CERT team members subdue “offenders’ 
in a “tier cleaning” drill in a former ISP cellblock.

See DRILLS, page 8

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
THU 07 Oct.................................................................Light Rain, 79º F/ 61º F
FRI 08 Oct.............................................Overcast and Warmer, 82º F/ 63º F
SAT 09 Oct................................................. Hot with Light Rain, 86º F/ 65º F

IOWA LOTTERY
LUCKY FOR LIFE 10/05.........................................18 20 33 44 46, Lucky Ball: 10
MEGA MILLIONS 10/05.........................7 11 18 30 36, Mega Ball: 4 Megaplier: 3
PICK 3 10/05 MIDDAY...................................................................................... 8 0 1
PICK 3 10/05 EVENING....................................................................................8 6 5
PICK 4 10/05 MIDDAY.....................................................................................1 5 1 8
PICK 4 10/05 EVENING................................................................................ 7 2 3 2
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OBITUARIES

JOHN H. SHRIVER
John H. Shriver, 83, of Fort Madison, IA, passed away on Tuesday, October 5, 2021 

at Southeast Iowa Regional Medical Center in Fort Madison.  He was born on April 
8, 1938 in Azen, MO to Wesley & Mary Ellen Robertson Shriver. He graduated from 

Granger High School in 1957. He took Jan out on her first date and 
became high school sweethearts immediately. He was lucky enough to 
land her for his bride and they just celebrated 62 years of marriage in 
June. He came to Fort Madison to work at a dairy and then worked for 
the Fort Madison Water Department, North Central Public Service, 
had his own business John’s Siding and Window for over 30 years. 
He enjoyed attending the Rodeo every year and loved to wake his 
family up at the crack of dawn to head to Colorado every summer so 

he could see “those mountains”. He enjoyed working in his garden and giving away 
most of his produce to family and friends.  I think the whole town knew him from 
his amazing Christmas decorations on his house. John loved to joke with everyone 
and would say anything to get a laugh.

John is survived by: his wife: Janet Shriver of Fort Madison, IA; 3-daughters: Judy 
(Clayton) Holden of Wever, IA, Jenni (Mark) Wise of Fort Madison, IA & Julie 
(Dean) Hoschek originally of Burlington, IA; 4-grandchildren: Jeffrey, Jannelle, 
Anthony & Lexie; 9-great grandchildren: Isabelle, Kinnick, Drew, Carver, Nathan, 
Cooper, Allison, Amelia & Aydan; his best friend and golf buddy: Don Walters of 
Fort Madison, IA & his beloved dog, Trixie.  He was preceded in death by: his par-
ents, 1-half sister: Helen Bryson & 1-half brother: Delmar Shriver.

Friends may call after 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, October 7, 2021 with the family to 
receive friends from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. on Thursday evening at King-Lynk Funeral 
Home & Crematory.  The funeral service will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, Oc-
tober 8, 2021 at King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory with Pastor John Heyland 
officiating. Masks not required but requested. Memorials have been established for 
P.A.W. Animal Shelter or American Cancer Society.  Online condolences to John’s 
family may be left at the King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory website: www.
kinglynk.com.

SHRIVER

OBITUARIES

DANIEL C. HAFFNER
Daniel Carl “Danny” Haffner, 86, of rural Farmington, Iowa, passed  away Saturday, 

October 2, 2021, at his home in rural Farmington.
He was born on July 19, 1935, at his childhood home in rural Farmington, Iowa, the son 

of Carl D. and Irene (Shoemaker) Haffner. On July 10, 1960, he married 
Carol Jean “Jeanie” Buck at the Santa Fe United Methodist Church in Fort 
Madison, Iowa.

He is survived by his children: one son Tony Haffner of Fort Madi-
son, Iowa; one daughter Dana (Vernon) Hoskins of New London, Iowa; 
siblings: Geraldine Watkins of Fort Madison, Iowa, Ramona Mills of Fort 
Collins, Colorado; Joe (Linda) Haffner of Farmington, Iowa; brother-
in-law: Guy Mills of Burlington, Iowa. Also surviving are several nieces, 

nephews and cousins.
He was preceded in death by his parents; wife: the love of his life of fifty-three years 

Jeanie; siblings: Winona Mills, Larita (Don) Gibbs and Wanda Wilken; brothers-in-law: 
Lyle Mills and Wendall Watkins

Danny was a graduate of Farmington High School. He was a member of Sharon Presby-
terian Church. The early days of farming with his parents and siblings led to Danny and 
Jeanie’s farming on their own and eventual expansion into the transportation business. 
Starting with just one truck, the business grew to half a dozen. The two continued to grow 
their farming and trucking operation into a thriving success with the help of Danny’s drive 
to achieve and his persistent work ethic. Their love for one another showed and was a con-
stant as they were inseparable in all they did. A passion for Peterbilt trucks and Minneap-
olis Moline tractors kept Danny busy and this was passed down to his son, Tony. While 
many derive pleasure from vacations and time off, Danny found his pleasure in hard 
work and working with his hands. A master of the “farmer fix” and his ability to do nearly 
anything mechanical was a trademark of his. An avid automobile enthusiast, he enjoyed 
racing his 1957 Corvette back in the day. Since then he has continued to enjoy the original 
classic cars he has collected over the years. Danny loved drinking coffee and talking shop 
with about anyone. His sense of humor and jokes were contagious and put a smile on so 
many faces. He was a devoted husband, family man and friend to many. Danny has left us 
with a tear in our eye, but with so very many memories to smile about. From an incredible 
family vacation in 1976 to the construction of a new home, and many other achievements, 
he has truly left his mark in this world.

Friends may call from 12:00 noon to 7:00 p.m. Thursday, October 7, 2021, at Schmitz 
Funeral Home in Donnellson, Iowa. 

A graveside service will be held at 2:00 p.m. Friday, October 8, 2021, at Sharon Ceme-
tery in rural Farmington, Iowa with Reverend Nancy Love officiating.

A memorial has been established in his memory.
Online condolences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com. 

Schmitz Funeral Home in Farmington is assisting the family with arrangements.

HAFFNER

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funer-
al homes and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. 
They are also run as submitted by the funeral homes. Reposting of 
obituaries due to changes can only be requested by the submitting 
funeral home and will be assessed a $15 reposting fee.

Sharla Sue Gerdom, 73, of Dallas City, Illinois passed away Friday, October 1, 2021 at 
the Roseville Rehabilitation & Health Care.

Sharla was born on January 24, 1948 in Edina, Missouri, the daughter of George W. 
and Mary (Hensley) Welch. On September 21, 1990 she married Fred 
Gerdom at the Durham United Methodist Church. He preceded her in 
death on June 20, 2007. Mrs. Gerdom was a graduate of the Dallas City 
High School. She worked for JI Case, Burlington, for over 20 years. She 
also worked at the Pink Tavern, Lomax, Illinois, for several years. She was 
a member of the Durham United Methodist Church.

Survivors include two sons: David (Wendi) Worley of Dallas City 
and Darin Worley of Burlington, Iowa; several grandchildren and 

great-grandchildren and one sister: Janis Morin of DesMoines, Iowa. She was preceded 
in death by her parents, step-father: Emery Harris, husband and one brother: Jack Welch.

A private burial will be held in the Carman Cemetery, Carman, Illinois. A memorial 
fund has been established for the PAW Animal Shelter in 
Fort Madison. Memorials may be sent to the Sharla Ger-
dom Memorial Fund, c/o Banks & Beals Funeral Home, 
P.O. Box 70, Dallas City, Illinois 62330.

To leave a condolence for the family, please visit Sharla’s 
obituary at banksandbeals.com.

SHARLA S. GERDOM

GERDOM

https://www.myconnectionbank.com/kasasa-cash-back
https://airchoiceone.com/
http://www.kinglynk.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
http://banksandbeals.com
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www.DrMarkDDS.com

Dr. Bassler will be
accepting patients

beginning October 18
Fort Madison

Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882

proudly welcomes
Pothitakis Dentistry

Dr. Ali Bassler

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753-2515

Tuesdays & Thursdays
8:30am-4:30pm

Mondays & Wednesdays
8:30am-4:30pm

located in the parking lot of
Baxter Sport Complex
909 48th Street, Ft. Madison

Thursday, October 28th

5:00pm - 6:30pm

Fort Madison Family YMCA’s

5th Annual Trunk or Treat

Safe & Fun Drive-Thru Style 
Trick or Treating for the 
whole family!

Join the Facebook Event 
for full details!

BY SARAH CLENDINENG
Fort Madison Public Library Director

FORT MADISON – Duffy Hudson brings Harry Hou-
dini to life at the Fort Madison Public Library

Harry Houdini was born in Hungary in 1874 and came 
to the United States with his family in 1878 at the age of 4.  
Houdini began his career in 1891 as a vaudeville escape 
artist and illusionist.  He would go on to travel Europe 
and awe crowds with acts that included chains, ropes 
hung from skyscrapers and underwater escapes.

In this fascinating one-man show, The Great Houdini 
will share his secrets of success, his obsession with magic 
and the occult, and the amazing stunts that drove him to 
an early grave. 

Will the show include elements of Houdini’s life? Of 
course it will. 

Will the show include escapes and magic? Of course it 
will. 

Will the show captivate the young, the old, and every-
one in between? Of course it will.

Will the show reveal all of Houdini’s secrets? Well, you 
will have to watch won’t you?

Learn more about the life of this amazing illusionist at 
the Fort Madison Public Library on Thursday, October 28 
at 1:30 pm.

Chester S. Gross Collection:  Trains Galore
Rudy Daniels’ presentation on October 1 taught me 

zow much Iowa and Iowans shaped the development of 
railroads as they spread across the country.  Even more 
so, Fort Madison has a key place in railroad history, as 
one of the few places in Iowa where trains could cross the 
Mississippi River. 

If you want to learn more about trains, and train histo-

ry, take a look at the C.S. Gross Collection at the library.  
Chester S. Gross had a large collection of books about 
trains and railroad history which his grandson, Michael 
Gross, donated to the library.  These books are currently 
located in the special collections room in the southeast 
corner of the library.  While the books donated by the 
Gross Family are the core of the collection the library 
has also added new materials to it over the years.  In the 
Gross collection, you will, of course, find books on local 
railroads such as the Burlington Northern, the Santa Fe 
and the C, B & Q.  However, there are also books on other 
railroads across the country and Canada as well as tech-
nical train books and books about train cars and engines.  
Looking for model railroad help?  There are books on 
that, too, along with railroad collectibles.

If you are interested in trains, take some time to peruse 
this section.  Some of the books are for reference only 
but many can be checked out and taken home for more 
in-depth reading.

October Book Recommendations from Library Board 
Member Kathy Burkhardt

The Raven Boys by Maggie Stiefvater (YA F STI)
Wish You Were Here by Rita Mae Brown and Sneaky 

Pie Brown (MYS F BRO)
Old Bones by Douglas Preston and Lincoln Child (F 

PRE)
The Archived by (YA F SCH)
 11/22/63 by Stephen King (F KIN)
 Practical Magic by Alice Hoffman (F HOF)
 Midnight Crossroad by Charlaine Harris (F HAR)
And one from the library director:
Something Wicked This Way Comes by Ray Bradbury 

(F BRA)

Upcoming Events at the Fort Madison Public Library –
For the safety of library employees and other patrons, 

please do not come to library programs if you feel ill, have 
a fever or are waiting on the results of a coronavirus test.  
The library is still offering curbside book pick-up if you 
need something to read, watch or listen to but want to 
keep your community healthy by temporarily quarantin-
ing.

The Library will be closed on Monday, October 11 for a 
staff work day.

Pre-School/Toddler Story Hour –Wednesday morning 
at 10:30.

Thursday Crafternoon –Thursday, 3:30-5:00, for ages 
14-adult.  This program is an opportunity to spend 
some time working on an in-depth project for the whole 
month.  October will be a chance to work on a spooky 
wreath and other Halloween décor.

Hang Teen – Tuesday, 3:30-5:00 (except for October 19) 
for ages 12-19.

Minecraft –3:30-5:00, ages 9-18 on Mondays. 
Wacky Wednesday – School is out early October 20.  

Stop by the library between 1:30 to 2:30 pm to make your 
own monster.

All Booked Up! – The library’s book discussion group 
meets on the first Thursday of the month at 1:30 p.m.  On 
Thursday, November 4, we will be discussing “The Black 
Dahlia” by James Ellroy. 

Cook the Book – We’re back in the kitchen and sharing 
all kinds of yummy food.  This month’s cookbook is “Bet-
ter Homes and Gardens Soups Salads and Sandwiches” 
and is available at the library.  Pick a recipe and prepare it 
to share with the group on October 12 at 5:30 pm.  In No-
vember, we’ll be picking recipes from “Cookie Classics”.

Houdini, train history on tap at FM library in October

FORT MADISON - The Fort Madison Community School 
District is looking for volunteers to serve on the district’s 
School Improvement Advisory Committee (SIAC) for the 
2021-2022 school year. SIAC is a committee that is comprised 
of students, parents, teachers, administrators and representa-
tives from the local community. The purpose of the SIAC is to 
review progress, goals and educational needs of the district. 

The SIAC group meets 2 -3 times per year and then presents 
its recommendations to the school board at the April or May 
board meeting.

Please email Michelle Huppenbauer at michelle.huppen-
bauer@fmcsd.org or call (319) 372-7252 and push the (*) key 
for Michelle’s extension if you are interested in joining the 
School Improvement Advisory Committee.

FMCSD looking for 2021-22 SIAC volunteers
CLIVE – Young Iowans with a passion for the pork 

industry are invited to apply for the 2022 Iowa Pork 
Producers Association (IPPA) Youth Leadership Team.

Applications are due Nov. 30 for interested high 
school seniors and college students (up to age 21, as of 
Jan. 1, 2022). Those who meet the requirements will 
then compete for three positions—Iowa Pork Queen 
and two Premier Pork Youth Ambassadors—during 
Iowa Pork Congress in Des Moines in January.

Candidates will be judged on their knowledge of 
pork and pig production, as shown in a speech presen-
tation, interviews, and a written test about the topics. 
Their previous community involvement and experi-
ence are also considered.

The female contestant with the highest score will be 
crowned queen, while the top remaining contestants, 
male or female, are named ambassadors. They each 
receive a $4,000 scholarship and plaque noting their 
award.

Throughout 2022, the IPPA Youth Leadership Team 
will assist with pork promotional and educational 
activities, from county events around Iowa to the Iowa 
State Fair and World Pork Expo.

The online application and details about the program 
can be found at https://www.iowapork.org/iowa-pork-
youth-team/iowa-premier-pork-youth-ambassa-
dor-contest/.

Current members of the Youth Leadership Team 
are Leah Marek, Riverside; Paige Dagel, Sanborn; and 
Reagan Gibson, Panora.

IPPA leadership team applications open

http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
https://www.fortmadisony.org
mailto:michelle.huppenbauer@fmcsd.org
mailto:michelle.huppenbauer@fmcsd.org
https://www.iowapork.org/iowa-pork-youth-team/iowa-premier-pork-youth-ambassador-contest/
https://www.iowapork.org/iowa-pork-youth-team/iowa-premier-pork-youth-ambassador-contest/
https://www.iowapork.org/iowa-pork-youth-team/iowa-premier-pork-youth-ambassador-contest/
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ACCIDENT & INJURY LAW

320 North 3rd Street, Suite 100, Burlington, Iowa 52601-0337
1603 Main Street, Keokuk, IA 52632

www.PothitakisLaw.com

Fighting to get you
the compensation you deserve.

BY PCC SPORTS

MT. PLEASANT – The Fort Madison girls 
volleyball team split in the opening night of 
the Southeast Conference tournament Tues-
day night in Mt. Pleasant.

The Bloodhounds knocked off Fairfield 
25-12, 25-17 serving 93% for the match and 
converting 24 kills with only two hitting 
errors.

Eve Ruble had eight kills, while Alaina 
Simpson and Anna Lynk each added seven. 
Molly Knipe was 7 of 7 serving with a couple 
aces and 18 assists. Lynk was 11 of 12 serving 

with two aces. Madison Pirri had 12 digs and 
Simpson had 11.

The Hounds then lost to Mt. Pleasant 
25-17 25-14. Lynk had eight kills and the 
Hounds got another strong service match. 
Lauryn Helmick was six of six and Pirri had 
nine digs. Knipe and Ruble each had seven 
digs.

The Hounds move to 7-17 on the year and 
play in the Durant Tournament on Saturday 
before finishing up the conference tour-
nament on Tuesday night at Fairfield. Fort 
Madison will tangle with Burlington, Wash-
ington and Keokuk Tuesday night.

Hounds split in tourney opener CURRENT-LEE
The following is a listing of events in the north Lee County area that have been 

submitted to Pen City Current.

Denmark God’s Portion Day
The Denmark United Church of Christ’s God’s Portion Day will be held Oct. 9 

with opening ceremonies at 10:15 a.m. Booths will be open from 10:20 to 11:45 and 
chicken noodle dinner drive up begins at noon. The annual parade will start at 10:30 
a.m. with a live auction starting at noon at the shelter weather permitting. There is 
also a cash raffle with $2,500, $1,000 and $500 prizes. Only 300 tickets will be sold.

Newberry Center Cookie Decorating
The Madison will be hosting a Cookie Decorating class starting at 1:15 p.m. on 

Oct. 8 at the center on Avenue G in Fort Madison. The class is free and is hosted by 
Bake-A-Wish by Cathy.

Senior BINGO
The Newberry Center is offering BINGO to those 60 and older every Tuesday 

starting at 1:15 p.m. Cards are .25 each and there are 10 games per week. Money and 
prizes are awarded with a special prize on the 10th game. The event is hosted by The 
Madison.

Old Fort Players
As Long As We Both Shall Live will take the stage on Oct. 8-10 and 15-17. The 

wedding day whodunnit will start at 7:30 p.m. on Friday and Saturday and 2 p.m. on 
Sundays. Tickets are $15 for adults, seniors/military vets $12 and students 5-17 $10 
and are available at www.oldfortplayers.com or by calling 319-372-9559.

Family Fun Day at Old Settlers Park
The 6th annual family fun day is planned for Oct. 30 from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. Busi-

ness and families are encouraged to reserve a picnic table and hand out treats in 
a safe controlled environment. Call Sheryl Decker at 372-7813 to reserve a table. 
Rain date is Oct. 31 from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. All friends, neighbors and businesses are 
invited.

Miles & Memories
The 14th annual Miles & Memories 5K Run/Walk is at 9 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 6 on 

the Great River Health campus 1221 S. Gear Ave, presented by Two Rivers Financial 
Group The event supports Southeast Iowa Regional Hospice and Southeast Iowa 
Regional Hospice House. Online registration is available at https://bit.ly/MilesMem-
ories. Entry fee is $15 up to 12 years of age and $25 for 13 and older. After Oct. 16, 
entry fees will increase by $5 and shirts are not guaranteed.

Parade of Lights Work Nights
The Parade of Lights committee will begin working on parade floats Monday, Oct. 

4, at the warehouse on the south side of 12th Street and Avenue I. Work nights will 
continue each Monday from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. until Nov. 26. Volunteers can enter on 
the south side of the building.

All Booked Up
The Fort Madison Public Library’s All Booked Up will meet Thursday Oct. 7 to 

discuss “Rita Hayworth and the Shawshank Redemption by Stephen King at the 
library.

Paint with a local artist
The Madison is hosting a painting session with a local artist on Dec. 10 at 1:15 

p.m. presented by Fort Madison Area Arts Association. The event is free and can-
vas and paints will be provided at the Newberry Senior Center in downtown Fort 
Madison.

SCC Great Tastes
SCC Community College Foundation will be hosting this annual event on Nov. 

5 at Pzazz Event Center starting at 6 p.m. Tickets are $50 in advance and $60 at the 
door. 8-person tables can be purchased for $500. Early bidding starts Oct. 22. Pro-
ceeds benefit the SCC Foundation scholarships. Call 319-208-5065 for more details

National Teen Driver 
Safety Week is October 
17-23. 2021—the perfect op-
portunity to talk with teens 
about safe driving habits.  
This year, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation’s 
National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration is 
teaming up with the Fort 
Madison Police Department 
to help empower parents 
to discuss the importance 
of driving safety with their 
young drivers.   Don’t hand 
over the keys until the teen 
knows the Rules for the 
Road.  Ultimately, parents 
are in control.

Motor vehicle crashes are 
a leading cause of death for 

teens (15-18 years old) in 
the United States.

Parents play a critical role 
in teen driver safety in their 
ability to consistently com-
municate important driving 
information. It is important 
to have a talk to your teen 
about the following:

• Impaired Driving, which 
includes drinking and mari-
juana use—This impairs the 
driver’s ability to respond to 
their surroundings

• Seat Belt Safety—Con-
vey that this is the simplest 
way for teens to stay safe in 
a vehicle

• Distracted Driving—
Cell phone use while driving 
is more than just risky—it 

can be deadly.  Clarify 
to your teen that any cell 
phone use (texting, talking 
or any social medica is un-
acceptable)

• Speed limits--Speeding 
is critical for all drivers, 
especially for teens who are 
less experienced.

• Passengers—The 
likelihood of teen drivers 
engaging in risky behavior 
triples when traveling with 
multiple passengers

The Government Traffic 
Safety Bureau and the Fort 
Madison Police Department 
hope parents will start the 
conversation about safe 
driving during National 
Teen Driver Safety Week .

Teen Driver Safety Week Oct. 17-23

https://www.PothitakisLaw.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CompleteRentalFM/
http://www.oldfortplayers.com
https://bit.ly/MilesMemories
https://bit.ly/MilesMemories
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From the Front

Reach out to a friend about  
their mental health. 

Find more ways to help at SeizeTheAwkward.org

tilizer it creates to local farmers.
Landowners were able to ask questions about the impact 

of a 75-foot construction path through the county on indi-
vidual property.

Coette Gida, a property owner on the northwest side of 
the corridor, said the pipeline will cut across her property 
and the work proposed would affect about 30% of her 
property, including a pond and some organic crops she is 
considering planting.

Gida said she didn’t get the answers Tuesday she was 
looking for.

“They’re gonna take 1/3 of my property. So, no, they 
said they didn’t know the answers and the would have to 
look into it,” Gida said.

She asked how the pond would be affected by the con-
struction of the pipeline, which typically is set about four 
feet under ground. She also wanted to know the impact on 
organic crops.

Lee County Supervisor Chairman Matt Pflug was at 
the meeting and said it was similar to the informational 
meeting that Dakota Pipeline held before they built that 
pipeline through the county.

“We went through all this with the Dakota Access 
Pipeline, so a lot of this we’ve already heard,” Pflug said. 
“But we were very blessed to have Chippewa Resources 
inspecting that work for the county. They were so good 
with the landowners.”

The county will again have to hire an independent 
inspector to oversee construction and make sure private 
county residents in the corridor are made whole by the 
pipeline company for any disturbance to the land.

The cost of the county’s inspector is covered by the 
pipeline company.

Pflug said he wasn’t aware of how the additional section 
of pipeline would impact the county’s valuation, or the 
value of the private property. He also said the pressure in 
the pipe was concerning to him.

“What does that do to the valuation of the individual 
properties. If you go to sell that property and you say, 
‘well, I’ve got this gas line running through here’ – is it as 
marketable? And you’re talking about a lot more psi going 
through this pipe than Dakota. 1,400 is a lot,” Pflug said.

Other questions focused on the environmental impact, 
the impact to farmers on the CRP contracts, and how 
safety training will be conducted and paid for.

NuStar spokesman Gary Koegeboehn said the company 
has pressure monitors at set locations along the pipeline 
and can shut sections down in a matter of minutes if a 
leak, or sudden drop in pressure, is alerted in the system 
monitoring.

He said there are already protocols in place for emer-
gencies and trainings due to the county already having 
anhydrous piping present.

The proposed timeline is for the easement acquisition to 
take place this fall. In the spring of 2022 NuStar plans to 
file the permit with the IUB with construction set to begin 
in Summer of 2023 and the pipeline in service by fall of 
2023.

NuStar plans to maintain a permanent 30-foot easement 
after construction and is planning on paying property 
owners 100% of the valuation of that property, with 10% 

up front and 90% when construction starts.
They will also offer a payment equal to 20% of the valua-

tion for temporary easements during construction.
Crop damage will be paid equal to 240% of damage, 

with payments in the first year equaling 100% of crop loss, 
80% for crop loss in year two and 60% for crop loss in year 
three. They also will include payments for unanticipated 
damages to drain tile, fencing or injury/loss of livestock.

PIPELINE - Continued from Page 1

Lee County Supervisor Rich Harlow looks at some topographical maps at Tuesday’s informa-
tional meeting on the NuStar anhydrous ammonia pipeline extension in Lee County.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Residents plan to file comments on IUB pipeline docket

http://www.tristateoutdoorproducts.com/
https://www.SeizeTheAwkward.org


CIVIL SERVICE
HIRING NOTICE

Police Officer
The City of Fort Madison is 
seeking applicants to fill Po-
lice Officer positions. Start-
ing- $42,700. After 1 year 
- $46,840. After 2 years - 
$55,965. Benefits include, 
longevity pay scale; shift 
differential, paid training; 
Uniform allowance; paid va-
cations, holidays, personal 
& sick time; Education in-
centives & reimbursement, 
health, life, and supplemental 
insurance. 

LE certified applicants are 
eligible for lateral entry and 
hiring bonus. DAQ. 

Candidates must minimal-
ly be 20 years of age and 
have a high school diploma. 
Must also have an accept-
able background history and 
valid driver’s license. Will 
be required to successful-
ly complete a POST exam 
and physical agility test in 
Fort Madison to enter the 
process. Testing standards 
can be found on the Iowa 
Law Enforcement Academy 
website at ileatraining.org. 
Noncertified applicants must 
attend the four-month acad-
emy paid for by the depart-
ment.
 
TO APPLY: Contact jgray@
fortmadisonpd.com or pick 
up an application packet at 
our lobby M-F 8:00 AM - 4:30 
PM. Application deadline is 
October 22, 2021 at 4:30 PM.
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conagrabrands.com/careers

• Starting pay $19.32/hr
• Advance to $21.01/hr within 12 months
• Advance to $23.28/hr within 30 months
• Potential to earn $25.71/hr and more with advancement
• 3% annual pay increases
• $.45 2nd shift pay differential and $.65 3rd shift pay differential
• $175 Company Contribution to pension from date of hire
• 3% Company Match to 401(k); 100% immediately vested
• Blue Cross Blue Shield PPO starting at $25.83 per weekly pay-

roll deduction
• Plus Dental, Vision, Life, STD and more!

HIRING
We Are

NOW WITH EVEN GREATER PAY & BENEFITS!
Production Technicians

Meat Counter Position Available
Part-Time

Sonny’s Super Market is looking for someone with an open personality that enjoys learning.  Do 
you like to make others smile?  Do you know someone who does?  Have you always wanted to try 
something new, but didn’t want to jump off a cliff?  
 
Sonny’s has a Part-Time Opening in our Meat Department.  Maybe you, or someone you know, 
would enjoy working less than 20 hours a week.  No need for knowledge of primal cuts of meat 
necessary; but the love of customer satisfaction is definitely required!  Whether cutting bologna or 
weighing bacon; it’s the customers’ smile that makes this job worthwhile.  Learning cuts of meat 
and how to trim fat comes naturally when you are enjoying the people you work with.

Apply in person at

327 5th Street, West Point, IA

We’re Not Southeast Iowa’s
Favorite Dental Office

Without Our Great Team

APPLY TODAY
TO JOIN US!

Pothitakis Dentistry current-
ly needs a Full-Time Hygien-
ist.

Complete an application at
or mail your resume to
1223 S. Gear Avenue,

Eastman Plaza, Suite 302
West Burlington, IA 52655

or email burldental@gmail.com
EOE

NOW HIRING
Lee County

Lee County is seeking a qual-
ified applicant for the position 
of American Rescue Plan Act 
Funds Administrator/Grant 
Writer. Work involves over-
sight of American Rescue 
Plan Act of 2021 (“ARPA”) 
funds, planning and coor-
dinating County grant func-
tions, including grant man-
agement and reporting for 
departments. Seek, identify, 
and research available grant 
resources. Work closely with 
County departments/offices 
to develop, write, and submit 
grant proposals.

Application form, background 
check documents and job de-
scription can be downloaded 
at www.leecounty.org or may 
be obtained at the Lee Coun-
ty Auditor’s Office, 933 Ave-
nue H Fort Madison Iowa or 
by calling the Auditor’s Office 
at 319-372-3705 

Completed application and 
background check docu-
ments should be sent or de-
livered to Denise Fraise, Lee 
County Auditor, 933 Avenue 
H, P.O. Box 190, Fort Madi-
son, Iowa, 52627 or emailed 
to dfraise@leecounty.org.  
IPERS and benefits avail-
able. All applications should 
be received by the Auditor’s 
office by 4:30 PM on Friday, 
October 1, 2021.

Lee County is an
Equal Opportunity Employer

2136 Green Bay Rd
Wever, IA 52658
319-372-7852

Now Hiring!

Marine Facility 
Operations

& Maintenance
Benefits Included 
Full & Part Time

Positions Available 

Heartland Co-op is an 
Equal Opportunity

Employer (EOE-AA)
committed to advancing 

diversity in the work-
place. Post offer ... 

pre-employment 
drug screen, job

physical, & physical 
capacity profile required.

FOR JOB INFO
& TO APPLY VISIT: 

heartlandcoop.com
Career Opportunities, 

Wever

Church Choir
Accompanist Wanted

This person will accompa-
ny the choir for the 9:00am 
traditional worship service. 
A strong candidate will have 
experience in accompany-
ing and have knowledge of 
a wide variety of musical 
styles. Piano/keyboard pro-
ficiency required. Candidate 
must have good organiza-
tional skills and have music 
prepared for practice held 
each Wednesday evening 
(September-May). Candidate 
will collaborate with both the 
Choir director and support 
First Christian Church’s mu-
sic ministry. 

Please send cover letter
and resume to

First Christian Church
Attn: Personnel Committee 

3476 Main Street
Keokuk, IA 52632

PUBLIC NOTICE
KEOKUK CITY

COUNCIL
WORKSHOP MEETING 

NOTICE
AGENDA

COUNCIL WORKSHOP
October 7, 2021

5:30 P.M.

(1) Discussion on 
General Fund Revenue/
Expenditure Plan.

(2) Review council 
meeting agenda.

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

Got a
news tip?

Call Chuck
(319)371.1670

PUBLIC 
NOTICES

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

HELP
WANTED

Advertise 
in a brand 
new way.

Message your 
customers 
where they 
spend their 

time – online!
Call Lee 

(319)371.4125

#ShopLocal
Support your local

business community!

http://ileatraining.org
mailto:jgray@fortmadisonpd.com
mailto:jgray@fortmadisonpd.com
https://careers.conagrabrands.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
mailto:burldental@gmail.com
http://www.leecounty.org
mailto:dfraise@leecounty.org
http://heartlandcoop.com
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.pencitycurrent.com
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NOTICE OF JOB OPENING

Office Manager
Lee County Attorney’s Office

Keokuk, Iowa

Lee County Attorney’s Office has an immediate opening for 
the Office Manager position (full-time, salary based).

The position’s successful applicant is preferred (but not re-
quired) to have the following:

1. Experience involving business management; human re-
sources and personnel management; legal secretarial or 
stenographic work; completion of some college level office 
professional courses; or any equivalent combination of train-
ing and experience that provides the knowledge, skills, and 
abilities outlined herein.
2. Knowledge of legal terminology, legal format, and legal 
forms.
3. Knowledge of modern office practices, procedures, and 
equipment.
4. Knowledge of computer software and navigation of govern-
mental websites.
5. Knowledge how to obtain public information.
6. Knowledge of how to efficiently manage a modern office, 
including use of technology and equipment.
7. Ability to prepare accurate and timely documents, corre-
spondence, and reports.
8. Ability to utilize independent judgment and discretion in of-
fice management and administration of collections program.
9. Ability to communicate with others using tact and diplomacy 
and to deescalate disputes with dissatisfied attorneys, law en-
forcement, co-workers and members of the public.
10. Ability to establish and maintain effective working relation-
ships with attorneys, law enforcement personnel, other gov-
ernmental agencies, co-workers and members of the public.
11. Ability to organize, prepare, and maintain a large filing sys-
tem of current and closed files.
12. Ability to utilize good judgment in personnel issues.
13. Ability to maintain accurate and thorough records.
14. Ability to recognize and implement cost effective mea-
sures for running an office.
15. Ability to think strategically about future vision and strategy 
for the office budget and programs. 
16. Utilize Microsoft Office and Microsoft Excel.

See Lee County website for job description. www.leecounty.
org.

The starting salary is $44,000.00 to $48,000.00 commensu-
rate with experience.  The County offers an excellent benefits 
package.

The deadline for submitting a resume is Friday, October 15, 
2021, at 4:30 p.m.

Please send resume to
Ross Braden

710 Avenue F, Fort Madison, IA  52627
or e-mail rbraden@leecounty.org

Never Shiver. Don’t Sweat.

Just call
Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service • Never An Overtime Charge
FREE Estimates • Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Nursing
Rehabilitation

Long-Term Care

WHERE COMPASSION & QUALITY COME FIRST
319-463-5438

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

Vinyl Banners

Art
Supplies

Flyers

Posters

Office 
Furniture

B
usiness 

Form
s

Trifold Brochures

P
hoto

C
orrection

Coffee 
Mugs

Office 
Supplies

Printing

T-Shirt Printing

B
usiness C

ards

ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Buying or Selling?
Call Karen first!

Karen Hope
(319) 372-4040

• Real Knowledge
• Real Experience
• Real Dedication

Real Results!Real Results!

Short-Term Rehabilitation
Long-Term Care

Memory Care
Ventilator Care

NOW HIRING RN, LPN, & CNA POSITIONS

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Do you have time -
to help stop crime?

Join us today to help
keep our communities safer!

Visit any of these Facebook pages to learn more
about what the Neighborhood Watch Program is

& how to start your own group or join an existing group!

HELP WANTED BUSINESS DIRECTORY

http://www.leecounty.org
http://www.leecounty.org
mailto:rbraden@leecounty.org
http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.montrosehealthcenter.com/
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.facebook.com/Hope-Associates-Real-Estate-LLC-227221170668648/
https://www.themadison.biz/
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
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Serving Southeast Iowa, Northeast Missouri, & West-Central Illinois for 58 years
Auto • Home • Health •Business • Life • Farm • Crop

Looking for Stability?
We have a long track record with the companies
we represent, including:

• Nationwide – 58 years • IMT Insurance – 47 years
• Progressive – 37 years • United Fire Group – 37 years
• Continental Western Group – 27 years
• Auto Owners Insurance – 16 years

307 5th Street West Point | 319-837-6178
 or 800-292-2208 | www.fullenkampins.com
Open Monday through Friday 7:30 - 5:00
& Saturday 8:30 - 11 or by appointment

 

319-372-9559 
    

oldfortplayers.com 
 

  

Tickets available online. Check website for details.  
 

You may call or send a Facebook message to reserve tickets  
to be purchased at the door with cash or credit card. 

Fri & Sat 7:30pm  Sun 2:00pm 
 

Adult Tickets $15    Senior & Military $12     Students $10  
 

 
Old Fort Players 

 

725 Avenue G 
Fort Madison, IA    

 
  

 
Produced by Special Arrangement with Playscripts 

(www.playscripts.com) 
 

Proudly Present 

319-469-3951
www.PilotGroveSavingsBank.com

Past. Present. Future.
Pilot Grove Savings Bank was established on May 12, 
1911 when 23 investors pooled $10,000 to meet the 
banking needs of the local community. Since that day, 
the Bank has continued to grow and prosper, serving 
customers in Southeast Iowa and the tri-state area as 
well as many other locations across the country. With 
customer loyalty on its side, Pilot Grove Savings Bank 
has prospered throughout the years. Now, with 14 
offices, more than 100 employees, over $760 million in 
assets and some of the most technologically advanced 
banking systems available, Pilot Grove Savings Bank’s 
main goal remains as it was in 1911 – to serve the 
customer well.

Donnellson  Fairfield  Fort Madison
Houghton  Keokuk Mt. Pleasant 

Packwood Pilot Grove West Burlington 
West Point Winfield

has had issues that they’ve been able to manage, but 
very rarely does the state pull all its resources together 
for a situation, but they have to be ready for that.

 “The last time that anything was pulled completely 
together was when we moved the old ISP. We train real-
ly hard for something we hope we don’t have to do, but 
if you don’t train, you’re not ready. This is all about a 
state of readiness,” Bolten said.

He said with COVID putting things on hold last year, 
the training had to revisit some things due to new per-
sonnel and a lack of time between trainings.

“Since it’s been two years now because of COVID, 
we had to bring some things back and reverse a little 
bit, plus we’ve had some turnover and so we’re back to 
building some things and next year we’ll it get back to a 
higher operating level,” Bolten said.

“It’s not that we can’t operate at that level, we just 
have a mixture of teams with experienced and new staff 
and this is an opportunity for us to get them all back.”

The teams also did a “tier clean” which is going into a 
population tier and eliminating a hostile situation with 
multiple offenders.

The offenders in the training drill were nursing 
students from Southeastern Community College who 
volunteered to be part of the drills.

The simulated offenders took over a commons area 
in a cell block and the CERT teams worked together to 
neutralize the situation using sticks, shields, K9 units, 
flash bangs, and verbal commands.

The CERT teams entered from different areas and 
dealt with scrambling inmates, objects being thrown 
and mattresses being used not only as protective pad-
ding to advance on the CERT team but also as obstruc-
tions to try and prevent mobility of the response team.

The trainings will last through Thursday with addi-
tional class work including hostage negotiations before 
the session ends Thursday afternoon.

DRILLS - Continued from Page 1

Pandemic put 
DOC training 

behind by a year

The Madison’s Community Relations Director Brian Wright took Fort Madison Police staff out 
for coffee and doughnuts on National Coffee with a Cop Day Wednesday at Swed & Co in 
downtown Fort Madison.

Courtesy photo

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – Last 
weekend, the Fort Madison High 
School Green Team weeded the 
Old Settlers Park bandstand as 
a service project of the environ-
mentally friendly student run 
club. 

Kay Petersen, and John McCan-
non – both teachers at FMHS – 
worked with students to clear the 

weeds and brush around the base 
to prepare for fall and Old Settlers 
HALLOWEEN IN THE PARK on 
October 30 from 3-5 pm and for 
the upcoming Holidays. 

The group’s purpose according 
to Will Gager, President, is to help 
Fort Madison parks look their 
best and help promote environ-
mental awareness.  They recently 
picked up trash at Rodeo Park af-
ter the Tri-State Rodeo weekend.  

“The students were a huge 
help – and a blessing as our small 
group has a hard time keeping up 
with the weeds.”  We welcomed 
help gathering the large sticks on 
the ground and picking up trash 
as well as weeding numerous 
bench areas,” stated Decker.

“We were so pleased when 
Kay offered assistance from her 
“GREEN TEAM”   The bandstand 
is now ready for winter.”

FMHS Green Team helps spruce up Old Settlers

http://www.fullenkampins.com
http://www.OldFortPlayers.com
https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com
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