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SIRRC gets behind marina
$1.5 million:  Some contingencies in place for city to receive 5-year funding

Council OKs 
increases for 
city projects

COUNCIL MEETING

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – The Fort Madison marina 
project got a potential boost this week as another 
charitable grant organization committed up $1.5 
million in matching funds.

The Fort Madison Southeast Iowa Regional River-
boat Commission’s nine-member board voted to infuse 
$1.5 million over the next five years, if the project can 
secure an additional $3 million from investors.

SIRRC Board president Steve Link said the commis-
sion had a in-depth discussion about the project and 

decided to support the effort if the other work-
ing parts come together.

“Our contingencies are that the city due ex-
actly what they told SIRRC and the public they 
intend to do, which included the $1.5 million 
from the city and another $3 million from oth-
er investors,” Link said.

“If they deviate from that, the city would have 
to come back to SIRRC before we allocate any funds.”

Link said SIRRC is engaged in funding other projects 
in the community and spreading the commitment to 

COMMUNITY CLEAN-UP
Chamber ready for annual city clean-up Saturday

FORT MADISON – The Fort Mad-
ison Area Chamber of Commerce is 
coordinating a volunteer community 
effort designed to remove litter and 
debris from parks, recreational ar-
eas, shorelines and waterways, while 
inspiring generations of environmental 

stewards. In past years, Community 
Clean Up volunteers bagged litter, 
swept sidewalks, and cleared weeds in 
an effort to make Fort Madison more 
presentable to visitors and the general 
population.  

The 2021 clean up date is scheduled 

for Saturday, April 24, rain or shine, 
with registration in Central Park start-
ing at 10:00am. Gloves, trash bags, and 
maps highlighted with targeted clean 
up areas will be distributed to partici-

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Two changes to cur-
rent city projects were approved Tuesday 
night increasing costs to the city by about 
$18,000.

At Tuesday’s regular City Council 
meeting, City Public Works Director Mark 
Bousselot outlined the two change orders to 
the council.

The first change order adds $3,664 to the 
Hwy. 61 reconstruction project from 6th to 
10th Street due to an un-
foreseen resin shortage from 
manufacturing plants on the 
gulf coast.

A recent cold snap forced 
the closure of some chemi-
cal plants that produce the 
resin causing a shortage in 
the supply chain. Subcontractors for Jones 
Contracting Corp, out of West Point were 
able to identify a different supplier, but 
costs were higher from that supplier for the 
piping.

“The industries shut down and jacked 
their prices up which has forced orders to 
be cancelled. We are looking at additional 
costs of $3,664 for the same product from 
a different supplier that meets our specs,” 
Bousselot said.

Bousselot said the new pipe has been 
ordered by the subcontractor prior to the 
change order approval to prevent incurring 
additional costs as prices continue to rise.

Councilman Tom Schulz said since the 
city has signed a contract and the resin 
shortage wasn’t foreseen, the city’s probably 
on the hook for the increased costs.

“I like change orders almost as much 
as the mayor does and Mark and I had a 
good conversation about this,” Schulz said. 
“I did some research on this and as far as 
I’m concerned I think we’re contractually 
obligated on this change order. It’s a price 
increase outside the realm of the contractor 
or subcontractor.”

Mayor Matt Mohrfeld disagreed.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

Volunteers continue work on new playground equipment in Pollmiller Park on Tuesday morning. Work 
started Tuesday in the short-lived morning snow flurries. Work is expected to be wrapped up Friday. 

See SIRRC, page 8
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Obituaries/From the Front

DO 
YOUR 
PART

Great River Regional
Waste Authority

urges you
to wear gloves

when moving bins 
or residential trash pick-up.

Workers can touch
over 2000 bins a day

before even touching yours.
Don’t forget to wash your hands 

after bringing in your bin!

WWW.GRRWA.COM

for your 
community We’re in this Together.

Protect your family & community:
COVER COUGHS & SNEEZES

STAY HOME WHEN ILL
WASH HANDS OFTEN

#3 John Bennett Drive#3 John Bennett Drive
Fort MadisonFort Madison

www.leecountyhd.orgwww.leecountyhd.org

(319) 372.5225(319) 372.5225

OBITUARIES

ROGER L. SPARROW
Roger Lee Sparrow, 81, of Keokuk (formerly of Warsaw, Illinois), went home to be with 

our Lord and Savior on Sunday, April 18, 2021, at 12:45 pm surrounded by his family and his 
beloved dog, Shayna.

Roger was born the son of Chester and Cleta (Gardener) Sparrow on Octo-
ber 18, 1939, in Warsaw Township, Illinois. He married Levonda Vickers on 
November 18, 1978 in Keokuk. Together they had seven children.

Roger was employed at Keokuk Electro-Metals before retiring from The 
Dial Corporation after 25 years of service. He was an excellent electrician 
and mechanic and was very knowledgeable about most anything that needed 
worked on. Roger was always there to lend a hand or a tool – always leaving 
his toolbox open, trusting his peers would return what they borrowed.

Roger was an avid boater in his younger years. Later in life he enjoyed traveling in his RV 
camper. While on a trip, they fell in love with Palmview, Texas. They decided to make Palm-
view their permanent home. During their 23 years there they met many friends who became 
like family. Roger and Levonda found a wonderful church home called The New Life Church 
pastored by Pastor Jesse Hernandez. Pastor Hernandez was instrumental in leading Roger to 
give his life to the Lord. Roger and Levonda were both known for their trustworthiness and 
for the fact that they would do anything for you.

Roger is survived by his wife Levonda of Keokuk; his children: Eugene (Theresa) Davidson 
of Oxford, Iowa, Teresa (Harvey) Hoskins of Keokuk, Charlotte (Kevin) Yoder of Wellman, 
Iowa, Jeffery Davidson of Wellman, Iowa, Curtis (Edythe) Davidson of Findlay, Barbara Spar-
row Burton of Georgia and Rolonda (John) Jordan of Medill, Missouri; his favorite daughter, 
his dog Shayna; several grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Roger was preceded in death by his parents; one brother, Lenard Sparrow; three sisters at 
birth and one granddaughter, Leslie Berry.

Roger will be greatly missed by his wife, children, great- and great-great-grandchildren, 
friends and most of all, his dog Shayna. We will always remember his great advice, love and 
photogenic smile. We now have an empty chair that there is no way to fill, but we rejoice that 
Roger is now in Heaven with a new body and the everlasting crown of life.

A celebration of life will be held at a later date.
Memorials may be directed to New Life Church in Palmview, Texas or Anchor of Hope in 

Keokuk.
Tributes and condolences may be left at www.dejongsfuneralhome.com.
DeJong-Greaves-Printy Funeral Home of Keokuk is in charge of arrangements.

SPARROW

pants. 
“Whether you have 30 minutes or 2 hours available to help, I encourage you to 

join in this city-wide effort.  Come alone or get your friends and family together and 
meet us in Central Park on April 24th.  If you’re unable to join us, try and clean up 
the area around your home or work.  Every effort helps” says Savanna Collier, Fort 
Madison Area Chamber of Commerce.

This event is made possible with the support of many generous sponsors and 
participating organizations: Climax Molybdenum, McDonald’s and MidAmerican 
Energy.

The Fort Madison Area Chamber of Commerce is an affiliate organization of 
Fort Madison Partners. Fort Madison Partners is the umbrella organization which 
oversees the Fort Madison Chamber of Commerce, Fort Madison Main Street, Fort 
Madison Economic Development and Fort Madison SIRRC. It serves to facilitate 
and coordinate efforts, services and resources of each individual organization as well 
as share strategic goals, working towards the common goal of making Fort Madison 
a great place to visit, live and work.

SATURDAY - Continued from Page 1

Volunteers wanted for Chamber’s 
annual community clean-up

http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.leecountyhd.org
http://www.dejongsfuneralhome.com


Pen City Current - Thursday, April 22, 2021 - 3

Obituaries

Pen City Current and www.pencitycurrent.com are products of
Market Street Publishing, LLC. Pen City Current is published

Sunday through Friday mornings by 6AM.P.O. Box 366 | Fort Madison, IA
Founded in 2016

Charles Vandenberg, Editor
(319).371.1670
editor@pencitycurrent.com

Lee K. Vandenberg, Sales Manager
(319).371.4125
sales@pencitycurrent.com

Copyright © 2016 by Pen City Current
All published materials are property of Pen City Current
and cannot be used without express written permission.

Member LION Publishers
www.lionpublishers.com

Pothitakis Law Firm Recognized
for Professional Excellence

320 North 3rd Street, Suite 100,
Burlington, Iowa 52601-0337

1603 Main Street, Keokuk, IA 52632
www.PothitakisLaw.com

Firms included in the 2021 
Edition of U.S. News-Best 
Lawyers “Best Law Firms” 
are recognized for pro-
fessional excellence with 
consistently impressive 
ratings from clients and 
peers. To be eligible for a 
ranking, a firm must first 
have a lawyer recognized 
in The Best Lawyers in 

America, which recognizes 
the top 5% of private prac-
ticing lawyers in the United 
States. Achieving a tiered 
ranking signals a unique 
combination of quality law 
practice and breadth of 
legal expertise. Mr. Pothit-
akis has been named to The 
Best Lawyers in America in 
2020 and again in 2021.

JOIN. THE. ADVENTURE.
SUMMER CAMP 2021

CAMP DATES:  June 1st thru August 13th

FORT MADISON FAMILY YMCA
220 26th St. Fort Madison, IA I 319-372-2403 I fortmadisony.org

Swimming • Field Trips • Crafts
Games • Reading • AND MORE!

For 1st thru 6th Graders

Enroll Today!

Bernice W. Pomberg, 92, of West Point, Iowa, passed away peacefully surrounded 
by family on Wednesday, April, 21, 2021. 

She was born July 26, 1928 in St. Paul, Iowa to AC and Agnes (Klesner) Mer-
schman. Bernice was married to Lester Pomberg on April 10, 1948 at 
St. James Catholic Church. They made their home in St. Paul, Iowa, 
where they farmed and raised their family and retired 41 years later 
in West Point, Iowa. Lester and Bernice were married for 63 years. 

Bernice was a devoted wife, mother, and grandmother, and never 
missed an opportunity to spend time with her family.  Bernice loved 
gardening, tending to her flowers, playing cards, and square dancing 
(Bernice and Lester were members of the Circle Eight Square Danc-

ing Club for 40 years!). Bernice was a member of the Altar and Rosary Society at St. 
James the Less Catholic Church and St. Mary of the Assumption Catholic Church.

Bernice is survived by her three daughters: Carleen (Ray) Krogmeier of West 
Point, Iowa, Shirley (Jim) Evans of Maple Valley, Washington, and Christine 
Pomberg of Ankeny, Iowa; her three sisters: LaVerne Cox, Helen Moeller, and 
JoAnn (Ronnie) Herold; her three sisters-in-law: Ina Merschman, Laverne Mer-
schman, and Betty Merschman; her three grandchildren: Michelle (Spencer) Saw-
yer, Jennifer (Carlos) Clements, and Matthew Krogmeier; and her four great-grand-
children: Jack, Henry, Olivia, and Andrew.

Bernice was preceded in death by her parents: AC and Agnes Merschman; her 
husband: Lester Pomberg; her infant son: Michael Pomberg; and her three brothers: 
Carl Merschman, James Merschman and Marvin Merschman.

Her body has been entrusted to Schmitz Funeral Home for cremation.
Friends may call after 12:00 noon, Sunday, April 25, 2021, at Schmitz Funeral 

Home in West Point, where the family will receive friends from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 
p.m. A parish rosary will be recited at 2:30 p.m. and a Christian wake service will be 
held at 3:30 p.m. at the funeral home.

A Mass of Christian burial will be held at 10:30 a.m. Monday, April 26, 2021, at 
St. Mary of the Assumption Catholic Church in West Point with Father Dennis 
Hoffman as celebrant. Mass will be lived streamed on the church Facebook page 
and posted on her obituary “Tribute Wall” on our website following the service at: 
www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.

Burial will be at Calvary Cemetery in West Point.
Memorials have been established in her memory for West Point Fire and Rescue 

or Holy Trinity Catholic Schools.
Online condolences may be made to the family at 

www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.  Schmitz Funeral 
Home of West Point is assisting the family with arrange-
ments.

OBITUARIES

BERNICE W. POMBERG

POMBERG

OBITUARIES

ELIZABETH A. DERR
Elizabeth A. Derr, 87, of Croton, Iowa, passed away at 2:10 p.m. Tuesday, April 

20, 2021, at Van Buren Community Hospital in Keosauqua.
She was born on February 28, 1934, in Keokuk, Iowa, the daughter of William 

and Violet (Inman) Biddenstadt. On December 25, 1949, she married 
Darius “Junior” Lewis Derr. in Donnellson, Iowa He preceded her in 
death on November 14, 2013.

Survivors include one son: Terry (Rhonda) Derr of Keosauqua, 
Iowa; one daughter: Rebecca (Charles) Smith of Farmington, Iowa; 
one daughter: Mary Mapes of Arizona; seven grandchildren; three 
step-grandchildren; thirteen great grandchildren; five step-great 
grandchildren and several nieces, nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents; husband; step-grandson: Jeff and seven 
siblings.

Elizabeth was a member of St. Boniface Catholic Church in Farmington. She 
worked at Sheller-Globe and retired after forty years. She enjoyed going to farmers’ 
markets, yard sales, Dollar General and participating in the Farmington Jamboree.

A graveside service will be held at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, April 24, 2021, at Charles-
ton Cemetery, rural Charleston, Iowa, with Father Dennis Hoffman officiating.

Burial will be at Charleston Cemetery.
Memorials have been established in her memory for St. Jude Children’s Hospital.
Online condolences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.

com. Schmitz Funeral Home of Farmington is assisting the family with arrange-
ments.

DERR

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funer-
al homes and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. 
They are also run as submitted by the funeral homes. Reposting of 
obituaries due to changes can only be requested by the submitting 
funeral home and will be assessed a $15 reposting fee.

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent
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319-469-3951
www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

We are where you are.

BY PCC STAFF
MT. PLEASANT – Fort Madison’s boys soccer team 

moved to 5-1 on the year and 4-0 in Southeast Con-
ference action with an 8-0 win over Mt. Pleasant and 
windy, chilly Tuesday night.

Jacob Pothitakis went off for the No. 13 Bloodhounds 
scoring five goals and an assist in the match. The 
Hounds jumped into the top 15 in the state in Class 
2A with Tuesday’s rankings release. The Hounds had 
received votes last week but didn’t place in the top 15.

Pothitakis scored at the 14-, 24- and 27-minute 
marks of the first half with two assists coming from 
Mitchell Pothitakis. Mt. Pleasant accidentally scored 
in their own goal with about 7 minutes left in the first 
period. Then Leif Boeding scored on a break away 
unassisted with two minutes remaining for a 5-0 lead 
at the half. Jacob Pothitakis would get two more goals 
in the second half on assists by Mitchell Pothitakis 
and Will Gager. Mitchell Pothitakis had the other Fort 
Madison goal.

Tate Settles had a slow day in the net for the Hounds 
recording one save in the shutout.

The Hounds take on Burlington on the road Thurs-
day.

MT. PLEASANT – The Fort Madison Clay Crushers trap 
shooting team placed 3rd and 4th place Saturday at the Mt. 
Pleasant Panther Invitational.

The rookie squad brought home the 3rd-place finish with 
an overall score of 135, an 46-target improvement over last 
week’s effort. Cade Blind, Tyler Carson, Gabe Keppel, Luke 
Kruse and Konnar McFadden shot for the rookie squad.

The IA squad finished in 4th place with a score of 182 
behind the efforts of Albert Kruse, Owen Krogmeier, JJ 
Hasenclever, Jake Ehlers and Cruz Hunold.

The junior varsity squad improved by one target over last 
week with a score of 221. Brett Azinger, Drew Davis, Edward 
Schroeder, Trevor Edwards and Trey Edwards shot for the 
jayvee squad.

Albert Kruse took fifth place individually with a 44. Schro-
eder took 3rd in singles junior varsity with a 48 and Abram 
Lorence was first with a 49 in singles varsity. Kiley Bohnen-
kamp brought home a 5th place medal in ladies junior varsity 
with a 42. 

Hounds win; ranked 13th Clay Crushers place 
at Panther Invite

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

04/20/21 – 3:30 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 3100 block of Avenue M.
04/21/21 – 8:40 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police cited Lacey 
Raye Jenkins, 38, of Fort 
Madison, in the 800 block 
of Avenue F, on a charge of 
driving while suspended.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

04/20/21 – 11:46 p.m. – Lee 

County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Jace Kanyon Prado, 
21, of Fort Madison, at the 
sheriff’s office on a warrant 
for violation of probation. He 
was taken to Lee County Jail.
Those listed above are 
presumed innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire & 
Rescue Report

04/20/21 – Fort Madison 
Firefighters respond-
ed to one medical call 
and one false alarm.

FORT MADISON – The 1287 chapter of the Iowa 
Fraternal Order of the Eagles will hold their Charity 
Event benefiting Special Olympics Iowa on Friday, 
April 23rd from 4:30 – 7:30 pm.

This fun evening of raising funds and awareness for 
Special Olympics Iowa will include a fish and shrimp 
fry and a raffle at 4821 Avenue O.  Dinner will kick 
off at 4:30 pm with the raffle at 8:00 pm, need not be 
present to win.    

Funds raised during the Charity Night will go 
towards Special Olympics Iowa Unified Champion 
Schools® programing.  Unified Champion Schools 
brings together students with and without intellectual 
disabilities through education, sports and youth leader-
ship to provide them with the knowledge, attitudes and 
skills necessary to create and sustain school communi-
ties that promote acceptance and respect.

“We are grateful for the Fraternal Order of Eagles 
and the work they are doing through their Charity 
Event.  They are raising funds and spreading the mis-
sion and work of Special Olympics,” said Stuart Steffy 
Vice President of Development at Special Olympics 
Iowa.   

Special Olympics Iowa is the 2020-2021 charity of 
choice for the Iowa State Fraternal Order of Eagles. 

Special Olympics Iowa provides high-quality training 
and competition for children and adults with intel-
lectual disabilities in all 99 counties of Iowa.  Twen-
ty-three Olympic-style sports are offered to more 
than 14,500 athletes and Unified partners year-round. 
Through Special Olympics’ athletic, health, school, 
and leadership programs, individuals with intellectual 
disabilities reach their full potential and experience 
inclusion in their communities every day. Engage with 
us on: Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram. Learn more at 
www.soiowa.org.

Eagles Club holding 
Special Olympics event

http://www.tristateoutdoorproducts.com/
https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com
http://www.soiowa.org
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Be Prepared
To Get Vaccinated

When you are given the opportunity to get the COVID vaccine, 
know if this is what you want to do or not – do your research. The 
opportunity will quickly pass as agencies move onto the next
levels.

If you sign up to get vaccinated, be sure to show up during your 
scheduled time.  Once a vial is open, 10 doses must be used within 
6 hours – the goal is not to waste any vaccine.

Continue to follow all recommended public health guidelines. . .for all of us.

This public service announcement brought to you by

PR
OOF

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – Fort Madison earned four 
2nd-place finishes enroute to four points and a 4th 
place at Saturday’s Fort Madison Invitational.

At No. 3 singles, Rachel Hellman scored an 8-3 
win over Notre Dames Quinlan Kirk in the opening 
round and faced Ottumwa’s Josie Young in the title 
match, falling 8-5.

The Lady Hounds then got runner-up finishes at 
No. 5 and 6 singles with Camille Kruse falling to 
Ottumwa’s Josie Vonderhaar 8-1. Kruse knocked 
off Fairfield Maharishi’s Evelyn Ding 8-6 to open 
the bracket. Vonderhaar won three matches com-
ing from the play-in match as the No. 5 seed in the 

bracket.
The Fort Madison’s doubles team of Malarie Ross 

and Camille Kruse knocked off Elizabeth Hamma 
and Shelby Ryan from Notre Dame in the first round 
of No. 2 doubles. Ross and Kruse then fell in ten 
games to Camanche’s Hannah Dorsey and Emma 
Holstein.

Ottumwa won the invitational with 10 points 
taking the title at Nos. 2, 3, 5, and 6 singles and No. 
3 doubles. Camanche earned 2nd place with 7 points 
and Maharishi was 3rd with 6 points.

No. 2 seed Lily Fenton of Maharishi won the No. 
1 singles bracket knocking off Fort Madison’s Molly 
Knipe 8-3 and then Camanche’s Maci Sloan 8-6 in 
the finals.

Ross lost in the play-in match at No. 2 singles to 
eventual champion Kiley Heller of Ottumwa, 8-1. 
Kayla Kruse won her play-in game with Nike Shelby 
Ruan 8-1, but then fell to Maharishi’s Sara Valls, 8-2.

Sky Lawson downed Naudia Ruston of Notre 
Dame, but then fell in a tough tiebreaker to Caman-
che’s Grace Evers, 9-8 (7-4).

Knipe and Hellman lost in the first round of No. 
1 doubles 8-2 to Fenton and Ishita Madakaram 8-2. 
Kayla Kruse and Lawson won their play-in match 
8-6 over Notre Dame, but then fell 8-3 to Caman-
che’s Grace Evans and Elle Davidson in the semis.

Camanche was second with seven total points 
and Maharishi was 3rd with six points. Notre Dame 
rounded out the field with 0 points for 5th place.

Fort Madison girls take 4th at Hounds Invitational

“Back at the end of the 
year, when I set my prices 
for the spring, diesel was 
$1 a gallon cheaper than it 
is now. I didn’t get to raise 
the prices on my plants.”

Schulz countered that if 
he had signed a contract to 
purchase Mohrfeld’s plants 
that included a possible 
price increase due to fuel 
prices, he’d be obligated to 
buy the plants.

Mohrfeld said there 
was nothing stopping the 
contractors from getting 
the pipe earlier when the 
contracts were awarded.

“I’m not with ya on this 
one. And they could blend 
it throughout the project…
rock goes up and down all 

the time.
Bousselot said the when 

the contract was awarded, 
the contractor notified 
the subcontractor, but he 
couldn’t say how long the 
subcontractor waited to 
order the pipe.

Councilwoman Rebecca 
Bowker again pointed to 
the city’s responsibility in 
wording future contracts 
so that the vendor could 
be responsible for price 
increases after contracts are 
agreed upon.

The council approved 
the change order 6-1 with 
Kevin Rink voting against 
the measure. The council 
also approved an increase 
in the contract for the 

PORT trail.
According to report 

Bousselot prepared for 
the council, the change 
order requires lowering a 
water service line, add-
ing a culvert, replacing a 
waterline, water run-off by 
the FMHS tennis courts, 
and additional costs for 
cold-weather concrete. The 
change order will result 
in an additional $65,135, 
of which approximately 
$50,000 will be covered by 
funds from the Fort Mad-
ison Hospital Community 
Foundation and Southeast 
Iowa Regional Riverboat 
Commission.

“I just want you to be 
aware that $52,000 of this 

is for additional trail going 
down 18th Street from the 
newly designed trail to 
the (FMHS) parking lot,” 
Bousselot said. “That is 
being funded by additional 
money from the hospital 
foundation and SIRRC.”

Schulz said the $52,000 
amounts to an addition to 
the contract more than a 
change order.

He said the rest covers an 
aging water line that was 
discovered and he said it 
would better to replace that 
now than have to dig up 
the trail if it were to fail.

Councilwoman Donna 
Amandus said this isn’t the 
type of change order than 

can just be ignored
“It would be nice to be 

able to say no to spending 
extra money every time 
a change order comes 
around, but what happens 
if we get to do that. It’s 
really convenient for one or 
two councilman to say no, 
but what if the rest of say 
no, then what happens?”

Councilman Kevin Rink 
said the issue then comes 
back on the city to the con-
tractor or the engineer.

“I hate change orders,” 
Rink said.

Schulz said a city staff 
member potentially saved 
the city money down the 
road. The change was ap-

proved with a unanimous 
7-0 vote.

In other action, the 
council:

• approved a resolution 
to amend the urban revi-
talization plan to include 
multi-residential classifi-
cations.

• approved a resolution 
updating rezoning fees 
and setting a construction 
board of appeals hearing 
application fee.

• approved a one year 
agreement with Sanchez 
Boxing to lease city facili-
ties for $1 per year. Utilities 
and regular maintenance 
are also the responsibility 
of the boxing club. 

Council, mayor spar over new round of change orders
COSTS - Continued from Page 1

State refinances tobacco bonds saving $167M
DES MOINES, Iowa – State Treasurer 

Michael Fitzgerald announced that Iowa 
received an overwhelming response to the 
refunding of its tobacco settlement bonds, 
resulting in over $167 million savings for 
the State of Iowa over the life of the bonds. 
“A bond refunding is similar to an indi-
vidual refinancing their home,” Fitzgerald 
explained. “The State was able to take 
advantage of low interest rates, just as a 
homeowner would. The long term savings 
is big.”

“We refinanced $668 million in bonds on 
April 6, 2021, at an average cost of 3.29%, 

down from the previous 5.65%,” Fitzgerald 
stated. “With some of the lowest interest 
rates ever and a positive market for tobacco 
bonds, it just made sense to do the refund-
ing and save Iowans the extra money.” 

When the original bonds were issued 
back in 2001, the funds raised were used 
for issues related to health care; substance 
abuse treatment and enforcement; tobacco 
use prevention and control; and other re-
lated needs. Each year the State receives an 
annual payment from the tobacco industry. 
A large portion of that payment is dedicat-
ed to paying existing bonds.

http://www.WelchsIns.com
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HELP WANTED

Mobile Nursing Services
Now Hiring 

Burlington &
Ft. Madison Areas 

We are now hiring additional staff
to meet the needs of our increased 

client base. 
Apply at: 

705 Ave. G, Fort Madison 
Or email: 

mobnurse@mobilenursingservices.com
EOE

Clerical

LPNs

Home Health Aides

Occupational
Therapist

NOW HIRING
(Fort Madison)

General Operator
Job # 216251W

We Offer Competitive Wages 
(Up to $31.35/hr. and a

Comprehensive Benefits 
Package

General Operators work
a 12-hour rotating schedule 

(days and nights).

Apply Online at:
https://careers.dupont.com
Under Search Jobs: Enter 

job #216251W or refine your 
search by City (Fort Madi-

son)
for information and

requirements

On-line applications accepted
for a limited time

DuPont is an
Equal Opportunity Employer

DuPont is an E-Verify Employer
DuPont supports the
“I Hire Vets” program

FULL-TIME
DENTAL HYGIENIST

Mark C. Pothitakis Family Den-
tistry currently has a position 
available for a Full-Time Dental 
Hygienist. Competitive com-
pensation package including 
paid vacation, retirement, paid 
holidays, and optional health 
insurance. Please mail your re-
sume to 1223 S. Gear Avenue, 
Eastman Plaza, Suite 302, 
West Burlington, IA 52655, or 
email to burldental@gmail.com. 
EOE.

2136 Green Bay Rd
Wever, IA 52658
319-372-7852

Now Hiring!

Marine Facility 
Operations

& Maintenance
Benefits Included 
Full & Part Time

Positions Available 

Heartland Co-op is an 
Equal Opportunity

Employer (EOE-AA)
committed to advancing 

diversity in the work-
place. Post offer ... 

pre-employment 
drug screen, job

physical, & physical 
capacity profile required.

FOR JOB INFO
& TO APPLY VISIT: 

heartlandcoop.com
Career Opportunities, 

Wever

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

YOUR AD 
HERE
Call Lee

(319) 371.4125

The average person is on their device 
3+ hours per day.

Call Lee (319)371.4125

Reach your customers 
wherever they are
with digital ads.

Want a career 
in the Criminal 
Justice field?

 
Consider a Correctional 
Officer position at Iowa 

State Penitentiary
Ft. Madison, IA

Wondering if you can be a
correctional officer?

MINIMUM QUALIFICATION 
REQUIREMENTS: Gradua-
tion from high school, GED, 
or equivalency. Degree in 
Criminal Justice helpful but 
not necessary. Ability to pass 
a background check (minor 
charges considered), a drug 
urinalysis, and an online pro-
file assessment test.
 
JOB DESCRIPTION: Cor-
rectional officers serve as 
the backbone to the correc-
tional system. Their careers 
are both challenging and re-
warding as they balance their 
security mission with the mis-
sion of helping those incar-
cerated reform themselves 
into a successful, law-abid-
ing citizen upon their reentry. 
Once fully trained, Correc-
tional Officers can make a 
lasting impact on an incar-
cerated person’s life while 
also helping maintain safe 
and secure correctional facil-
ities. New Correctional Offi-
cers earn a full time salary as 
they go through their training, 
and the State offers one of 
the most competitive bene-
fits packages in the private or 
public sector. Starting Salary: 
($20.34/$30.14 [Max]) 

Correctional officers are 
DRUG FREE, SELF CON-
FIDENT, ASSERTIVE, 
HONEST, TEAM PLAYERS, 
FLEXIBLE, DETAIL ORIENT-
ED, QUICK LEARNERS, 
SAFETY CONSCIENTIOUS, 
RELIABLE, RESPONSI-
BLE, RULE FOLLOWERS, 
SOCIALLY AWARE, OPEN 
MINDED, AND ACCEPTING 
OF DIVERSITY.

Get started! 
Go to

www.governmentjobs.com/
careers/iowa

Applications only accepted 
during posting dates. Call ISP 
at (319)372-5432 ext 41823 
or 41824 for info. To find us, 
Filter results by selecting Lo-
cation (Fort Madison), and/or 
Job Category (Corrections).

Tips for a successful applica-
tion: Set up an account using 
current contact information 
and an email you check reg-
ularly.  From the menu select 
“Notify me of Job Openings” 
select categories you are in-
terested in.  Fill out the ap-
plication completely, attach 
a resume, and check your 
account for additional info 
needed or notices regularly.

Must be 18 years of age 
or older. Construction ex-
perience preferred but not 
required. Must be willing 
to work at least 40 hours a 
week. Have a valid driver’s
license. Vacation and 401k 
package offered after first 
year.

Apply in person at
TriState Outdoor Products

1519 Hwy 218
West Point, IA
319-469-3636

FENCE AND DECK
INSTALLER

2 9 . 7 6 0 4 °  N ,  9 5 . 3 6 9 8 ° ,  W  S F C  1 3 4

300 miles

>> How a silver lining forms

>> It starts at sea.
>> Tropical waters heat up. 
>> Warm air soars skyward. 
>> Cold air rushes to the void. 
>> Cold air warms up. 
>> Cycle repeats.
>> Faster and faster—a 50,000 foot engine of air. 
>> At seventy four miles per hour it earns a name.
>> Harvey, Irma, Katrina.
>> Then landfall.
>> Roads rendered useless.
>> Buildings destroyed.
>> Families stranded. 
>> But for a brief moment, 
>> A silver lining appears.  
>> People see neighbors instead of strangers.
>> And labels that divide are forgotten. 

>> But when rains ease,
>> when clouds part, 
>> silver linings need not fade.

>> Let’s embrace our shared humanity. 
>> Let’s connect with one another.
>> Let’s fi nd our love for each other.
>> Every single day.

>> Come together at lovehasnolabels.com

Watch for our mobile app coming soon!

Available soon for Android & iOS in the iTunes Store & Google Play Store.

PENPEN -SAVER
a market street publishing productee

Follow
Us

@pencitycurrent

on your favorite
social media platforms

Advertise 
in a brand 
new way.

Message your 
customers 
where they 
spend their 

time – online!

Call Lee 
(319)371.4125

http://www.KeywayManagement.com
http://www.MobileNursingServices.com
https://careers/dupont.com
mailto:burldental@gmail.com
http://heartlandcoop.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/iowa
http://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/iowa
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/pen-e-saver/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com
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SHOPClassifieds
Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

Advertise in a brand new way.
Lee (319)371.4125 • Chuck (319)371.1670

Reach thousands of potential customers each day & grow your business. Call today!

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Generations of Great Service

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328

All Areas: 877-380-4328
www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Full Service HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison, Burlington, and surrounding 

areas with over 30 Years Experience!

• 24 Hour Service
• Never An Overtime Charge

• FREE Estimates
• Servicing All Makes

Agent Info

If someone is hurt on your property, is your 
business protected? 

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying 
claim costs beyond where your business insurance 
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today 
because when your world is protected – it’s business  
as usual.

Don’t Let 
Your Business 

Slip Away

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Disclosure

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)
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How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Vinyl Banners

Art
Supplies

Flyers

Posters

Office 
Furniture

B
usiness 

Form
s

Trifold Brochures

P
hoto

C
orrection

Coffee 
Mugs

Office 
Supplies

Printing

T-Shirt Printing

B
usiness C

ards

ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com


8 - Pen City Current - Thursday, April 22, 2021

Education News/From the Front

onePAC
your medication

made easy

rashiddrug.com

Resolve to make
healthcare easier in the 

new year!

free delivery or mailing

the marina over five 
years helps the commis-
sion stay engaged with 
those other requests.

SIRRC has been 
receiving riverboat 
gambling revenue since 
the early 2000s, which 
is now a revenue share 
with Catfish Bend Casi-
no, as part of the Great 
River Entertainment 
complex in Burlington.

The commission has 
been integral in helping 
fund projects such as 
the Baxter Sports Com-
plex, the Fort Madison 
Public Library, the 
Tri-State Rodeo VIP 
sections, Fort Madison 
Food Pantry, Fort Mad-
ison Area Arts Associa-
tion, and Sheaffer Golf 
Course to name a few.

The group was also 
involved in the eco-
nomic development 
package for Siemens 
when that company 
moved into the former 
Fruehauf facility.

Link said the com-
mission looks at the 
value of the project and 
its ability to use SIRRC 
funds to leverage other 
investment from within 
and outside the com-
munity as criteria for 
grant funding.

“We don’t just look at 
the rosy side of things. 
We also look hard at 
what can fall apart,” 
Link said. “This is not 
our money and we 
don’t want to make a 

mistake.”
He said the city’s 

commitment, coupled 
with the increased 
commitment from the 
Federal Emergency 
Management Agency 
in mitigating past and 
future flood damage 
to the marina area, a 
potential for additional 
federal monies from 
Congressional grants, 
and other potential 
funding streams, made 
the marina project 
intriguing to the SIRRC 
board.

“If the city can hit 
those contingencies and 
we help fund the ma-
rina project as intend-
ed, it’s a win-win for 
everyone.”

The commitment 
is just the second in 
almost two decades 
that has surpassed the 
$1 million mark. The 
commission put close 
to $1.5 million into 
the construction of the 
Baxter Sports Complex.

“We’re always inter-
ested in economic de-
velopment and quality 
of life and how SIRRC 
money can be used as 
seed money to draw 
in other investment in 
Fort Madison,” Link 
said.

“A big component 
of what we do is how 
we can leverage other 
moneys and that’s key 
to where SIRRC comes 
from.”

He said SIRRC got 
involved in helping 
fund new cart paths at 
Sheaffer Golf Course 
because of the fund-
raising events it hosts 
with organizations like 
Fort Madison Commu-
nity Hospital, the Fort 
Madison Chamber of 
Commerce, the United 
Way of the Great River 
Region, Fort Madison 
Football and the Holy 
Trinity Athletic Board.

“These are very good 
investments because 
they help generate 
investments in these 
other groups and that’s 
what we want to be a 
part of.”

The SIRRC board is 
made up of three mem-
bers of the Fort Madi-
son Chamber of Com-
merce, three members 
of the Fort Madison 
Economic Develop-
ment Corp and three 
members from the city 
of Fort Madison.

Fort Madison Mayor 
Matt Mohrfeld told the 
City Council at Tues-
day’s meeting about the 
commitment from SIR-
RC to applause from 
the council members in 
attendance.

Mohfeld said the 
SIRRC board was im-
pressed with the city’s 
commitment, but the 
money would be con-
tingent upon securing 
other matching funds.

SIRRC - Continued from Page 1

SIRRC head says project 
could be a win-win

WEST BURLINGTON - Southeastern Community College and the Capitol The-
ater entered into a one-year lease agreement beginning July 1, 2021. 

The agreement will allow the college increased access and use of the building, as 
well as opportunities for student learning in the business of running an event facility. 
This agreement coincides with the college’s initiative to broaden performing arts 
programming.

The college is expanding its music offerings in the upcoming fall semester, intro-
ducing digital music production courses to coincide with its traditional offerings. 
Music instructor Dr. Daniel Pappas looks forward to the opportunities that the space 
will lend to the program.

 “I am excited about the real-world experiences our students will get by perform-
ing at the Capitol,” he says. “The opportunity for students to take what they learn in 
a studio environment and use it for a large performance space will be invaluable.”

 As COVID restrictions are lifted, the Capitol Theater will continue to host its 
popular events, including the annual Snake Alley Festival of Film, regular showings 
of classic films, and live music by touring artists.

 The 355-seat venue was built in 1937 and closed in 1977. After the creation of the 
Capitol Theater Foundation in 2005, the building was renovated and re-opened to 
the public nearly 10 years ago.

 The one-year timeframe is intended to give both organizations an opportunity to 
refine their offerings. In 2022, the agreement will be revisited for discussions on how 
to best move forward.

 “We have students from all over the region with incredible talent,” says SCC 
President Dr. Michael Ash. “We are eager to expand our opportunities to meet their 
needs beyond the classroom with practical experiences. What they learn here will 
open doors for their goals beyond SCC.”

 SCC’s music program has held performances at the Capitol Theater each spring 
for several years, and the college looks forward to presenting more events.

 “Our goal is to continue to provide meaningful cultural contributions to the area 
in a central location,” Pappas adds. “We hope the community will support the events 
we stage at the theater and enjoy our talented students.”

 For more news or to learn about Southeastern Community College, 
visit scciowa.edu.

SCC, Capitol Theater ink  
1 -year lease agreement

#HyperLocalSuperFresh

https://www.facebook.com/CompleteRentalFM/
https://www.rashiddrug.com
http://scciowa.edu
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