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New fine arts digs at GL

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

Central Lee High School Vocal Music Director Tracy Madsen works with students in the new fine arts

auditorium Monday morning.

STUDENTS SING PRAISES: New facility to bring new opportunities for Hawks

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

DONNELLSON - The dulcet tones of high school singers
rang a bit truer on Monday morning at Central Lee High
School.

Students at the school got their first chance to practice in
the new fine arts auditorium that is part of the district’s $12.9
million facilities upgrade as the new school week began.

The new auditorium added to the southeast corner of
the current building is almost three stories high with a full
mirror on the far east wall where show choir performers can

actually see their workouts. Acoustic panels are attached to
the walls and the ceiling, while the history of the Central
Lee fine arts program sits in the way of about 300 trophies
perched above the classes on the west side.

Additional offices and practice rooms are also included
with the upgrade.

Vocal Music Director Tracy Madsen said the new facility
requires a small temporary adjustment with the ear, but will
allow the district’s programs to grow quickly.

“It is a little adjustment. The acoustics are much, much

See HAWKS, page 8

LEE COUNTY NEWS

Hamm says GRRWA landfill in good shape, good hands

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY - One manss trash is
not another man’ treasure.

That’s one thing former Great River
Regional Waste Authority general man-
ager Wade Hamm has taken away from

neering firm.

26 years of service to the landfill.
Hamm retired from the position on
April 16th after handing the keys of
the operation over to Austin Banks, a
former employee of the landfill’s engi-

“You just can’t have the attitude that

one man’s trash is another man’s trea-
sure. First of all there’s rules and laws
against that,” Hamm said with a laugh.
But in all his years working at the
landfill since his days as a corrections

See LANDFILL, page 4

EMPTY
NEST

By Curt Swarm

Sunscreen,
sunscreen,
sunscreen

Sunburn used to be the badge of cour-
age. As kids, wed get so sunburned de-
tasseling corn and walking beans that our
noses had a semi-permanent hard, crusty
blister. Peeling was the early camouflage.
We never wore caps. Caps weren’t cool.
(Actually, they are cool, but not the type
of “cool” we wanted.)

If anyone would have told us that we
would be paying for this sun exposure
later in life, they would have been ostra-
cized. Even as late as last summer, [ was
still stripping down while mowing, proud
of my suntan. But I was careful of my
bald pate, giving it only half-an-hour of
direct sun.

Stupid me. I'm paying the price now.
This winter, I noticed some sore spots on
the top of my head that I had picked at.
(Don’t do that!) I showed Ginnie. She
clicked her tongue, scolding, and ordered
me to the dermatologist. I reluctantly
obeyed.

The dermatologist’s name is Carol
Menke. “Ah, ha!” I thought to myself.

“A Menke. Local gal. Iknow a scad of
Menkes”

On the call to remind me of the ap-
pointment, the voice pronounced her
name, “Menk”

“Hmm,” I thought. “Have I been mis-
pronouncing Menke all these years?”

Carol Menke was real nice. She carries
a gun. I apologized for mispronouncing
her name, and she laughed and said I
was the second person that morning to
apologize. “Miss Robo,” she said, “can’t
pronounce Menke.” She then zapped the
top of my head a couple of times with
her freeze gun. Studying my head closer,

See SWARM, page 3
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For the Record

Great River Regional
Waste Authority
urges you
to wear gloves
when moving bins
or residential trash pick-up.
Workers can touch
over 2000 bins a day
before even touching yours.
Don’t forget to wash your hands
after bringing in your bin!

for your
communit

WWW.GRRWA.COM

For the Record
Fort Madison vehicle driven by Saman- age 70, of West Point, IL
Police Report tha Lyn Walljasper, 31, of was arrested and charged

05/07/21 - 8:05 a.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded to
a report of a larceny/theft in
the 1800 block of Avenue H.
05/07/21 - 11:28 a.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded
to a report of a hitand run in
the 5100 block of Avenue O.
05/07/21 - 9:08 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded
to a report of a vandalism in
the 2700 block of Avenue N.
05/08/21 - 4:42 a.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded to
a report of a larceny/theft in
the 1100 block of 13th Street.
05/08/21 - 7:06 a.m - Fort
Madison Police responded
to a report of a burglary in
the 800 block of Avenue G.
05/09/21 - 2:57 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded to
a report of a larceny/theft in
the 2200 block of Avenue L.
05/09/21 - 9:04 a.m. - Fort
Madison Police cited Melody
Ann Robinson, 49, of Fort
Madison, in the 1100 block
of Avenue F, on a charge

of dog running at large.

Lee County

Sheriff’s Report
05/05/21 - 5:24 a.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
responded to a one-vehi-
cle accident in the 2500
block of Hwy. 61. where a
vehicle driven by Charles
Richard Mayer, 38, of Fort
Madison, had struck a one-
way directional sign trying
to turn southbound from
Climax Road. No injuries
or citations were reported.
05//07/21 - 8:07 a.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
responded to a three-ve-
hicle accident on Hwy.
218 at the Central Lee
entrance. According to the
report a vehicle driven by
Emma Marie Smith, 17, of
Donnellson bumped into a

Donnellson, who in turn
struck a vehicle driven by
Lizann Renae Vineyard, 16,
of Farmington, as all three
waited to turn into the Cen-
tral Lee school. Smith was
cited for following too closely,
no injuries were reported.
05/07/21 - 11:13 p.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Jeremiah Johnson
Turner, 23, of Fort Madison,
at the sheriff's office on a
warrant for voluntary ab-
sence from custody. He was
taken to Lee County Jail.
05/09/21 - 3:16 p.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Melissa Dawn
Nelson, 38, of Fort Madi-
son, at the sheriff's office
on a warrant for violation

of probation. She was
taken to Lee County Jail
and released on bond.
05/10/21 - 5:59 a.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested James William
Hopp, 41, of Donnellson,

at the sheriff's office on

a judgment hold. He was
taken to Lee County Jail.

Hancock County

Sheriff's Report
05/03/21 - Richard M
Levario, age 46, of LaHarpe,
IL was arrested on a Dallas
County, TX Warrant charging
him with Indecency with
a Child. Lavario remains
lodged in the Hancock
County Jail in lieu of bail
awaiting extradition to Texas.
05/05/21 - Jennifer | Harl,
age 55, of Dallas City, IL
was arrested and charged
with Possession Metham-
phetamine and Possession
of Drug Paraphernalia.
Harl was released on her
own recognizance and
given a future court date.
05/08/21 - Gary T Graham,

with Driving Under the Influ-
ence. Graham was released
after posting the required
bond and given court da:e.
05/08/21 - Eric K Thomas,
age 28, of Carthage, IL

was arrested on a Hancock
County Warrant charging
him with Violation of Order
of Protection. Thomas was
also arrested on an lllinois
Department of Corrections
Warrant charging him with
Parole Violation. Thomas
remains lodged in the Han-
cock County Jail awaiting
his initial court appearance.
05/09/21 - Shelli R East,
age 49, of Augusta, IL was
arrested on an Adams Coun-
ty Warrant charging her with
Failure to Appear original
charges of Possession of
Controlled Substance. East
was released after posting
the required bond and
given a future court date.
05/09/21 -Crystal A Lak-
tas, age 41, of Keokuk, IA
was arrested and charged
with Driving Under the
Influence, Fleeing and
Eluding, and Driving While
License Suspended.

Laktas remains lodged in
the Hancock County Jalil

in lieu of bail awaiting her
initial court appearance.
05/09/21 -Heather Joy
Lefler, age 41, of Keokuk, IA
was arrested and charged
with Possession o: Meth-
amphetamine, Driving
While License Suspended,
Possession of Drug Para-
phernalia, and Possession
of Hypodermic Needle.
Lefler remains lodged in

the Hancock County Jalil

in lieu of bail awaiting her
initial court appearance.
Those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until proven
quilty in a court of law.

Looking for Stability?
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* Nationwide —58 years
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* Progressive — 37 years
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Business News/From the Front

“Badge of courage” sunburns
lead to carcinomas

SWARM - Continued from Page 1

she decided a couple of
biopsies were in order.

Ouch!

A week later the verdict
was in, “Squamous Cell
Carcinomas.” Enter Dr.
Cleveland, a nice guy,
wielding a scalpel. I
couldn’t see him working
on the top of my head,
but Ginnie, who went
with me for moral sup-
port, said his hands flew,
like they were trained—
true sign of a profession-
al.

Then we were sitting
in the waiting room with
the others Dr. Cleveland
had operated on that
morning. It was “Thurs-
day Surgery”-six of us
all together—nose, lips,
ears, cheeks—waiting for
pathology reports. We
eyed each other and made
small talk, “Nice lip you
have there”

“You, too, baldy”

Ah, good news. Dr.

GCleveland had gotten all

the cancer (I knew he
would) with the first cut-
ting—sorta like hay.
Nearly 30 stitches later,
my head feels like it's in a
vise. Dr. Cleveland said
I had the most flexible
scalp hed seen in a while,
aiding him in closing up
the incisions. I never

thought I'd be compli-
mented for having a
flexible scalp.

But I'm in downright
pain. Oh, well. I need
to be thankful it wasn't
melanoma.

The next day, Ginnie
and I stopped at a restau-
rant that served liquor.

I must admit, I had a
fleeting thought (stinking
thinking) of downing

the tried-and-true pain
killer—alcohol. When

I told Ginnie, she had a
conniption. Not to worry,
I'm not about to blow 31
years of sobriety over a
little, well, quite a lot of,
pain.

We stopped at a con-
venience store for gas. I
forgot to wear my cap,
and a stranger asked me
what happened to the top
of my head. I told him
I had some skin cancer
removed. He told me that
he had stage-4 pancre-
atic cancer, but that his
prognosis was good. He
then told me he would
pray for me. I was a little
taken aback—a complete
stranger with stage-4
cancer saying he would
pray for me, with simple
skin cancer. I asked him
his name. It was Bill. I
prayed for Bill.
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Guess what? I'm sup-
posed to stay out of the
sun. Shock, shock. In
fact, Carol Menke (the
lady with the gun) said
I'm supposed to apply
SPF-30 sun screen to
all exposed skin every
morning whether I'll be
out in the sun or not.
This is such a far cry from
the “badge-of-courage”
sunburn of my youth.
But she has the gun.

Let this be a lesson to
all the sun bathers and
tanning-booth users out
there. (We have a land-
scaper—blonde, flat-top
haircut, blue eyed, fair
skin, no hat. He just
laughs at me and goes
about his sunburned
business.) UV light,
whether it be natural
or man made, not only
prematurely ages the
skin, the largest organ of
the body, but sets you up
for future squamous-cell
hell. Contrary to popular
belief, pale skin is Ho-
ly-Grail skin!

Have a good story? Call
or text Curt Swarm in Mt.
Pleasant at 319-217-0526,
email him at curtswarm@
yahoo.com or visit his
website at www.empty-

nest-words-photos-and-

[rames.com.

Lee County Health Department
Drive-thru COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic

Tuesday, May 18
4:00pm-7:00pm
First Christian Church
3476 Main Street, Keokuk

Saturday, May 22
8:00am-Noon

Lee County Health Department
#3, John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison

Pilot Grove Savings Bank
surpasses 110 yearsin area

PILOT GROVE — Pilot Grove Savings Bank was established on May 12, 1911
when 23 investors pooled $10,000 to meet the banking needs of the local communi-
ty, paying $4 per month to rent a 20x30 foot building.

Since that day, the Bank has continued to grow and prosper, serving customers
in Southeast Iowa and the tri-state area as well as many other locations across the
country.

With customer loyalty on its side, Pilot Grove Savings Bank has prospered
throughout the years despite the depression during the 1930’s, countless recessions,
and rapidly fluctuating farm economies.

Now, with 14 offices, more than 100 employees, over $760 million in assets and
some of the most technologically advanced banking systems available, Pilot Grove
Savings Bank’s main goal remains as it was in 1911 - to serve the customer well.

No appointment necessary

Moderna & Johnson and Johnson
vaccine will be available

The vaccine is FREE to anyone 18
years and older.

Paperwork is located on LCHD website
(www.leecountyhd.org). Everyone is
encouraged to have paperwork filled

out prior to arriving at the clinic.

For more information visit www.leecountyhd.org

or the LCHD Facebook page.

Lee County Health Department
(319)372-5225 ~ (800)458-6672

(319).371.1670
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From the Front

Landfill in position to function for another 140 years

LANDFILL - Continued from Page 1

officer, Hamm said his
goal had little to do with
handling waste, but more
creating a lasting career
for the employees of

the landfill, should they
choose to have one.

“My first day back in
1995, T had to lay oft sev-
en people. I never wanted
to have to do that again.
So my goal was to create a
landfill that would last so
these employees would al-
ways have a place to build
a career if they wanted it,”
Hamm said.

This year’s honoree of
the Outstanding Pro-
fessional Achievement
Award from the Iowa
Society of Solid Waste
Operations, is leaving a
legacy of expanding the
life of the landfill across
from Rodeo Park in Fort
Madison for another 140
years.

The board of directors
has recently purchased
another tract of land
across the northern bor-
der of the landfill that will
provide enough airspace
until about 2160. That
purchase, along with the
purchase of a waste grind-
er, and an agreement with
the Fort Madison Airport
regarding the use of the
eastern grass runway, has
positioned GRRWA to
remain viable for more
than a century.

The grinder which sits
atop the open work area
of the landfill takes most
neighborhood solid waste
and grinds it up before it’s
deposited into the active
working cell. Hamm said
that increased the com-
paction rate from 1,200
feet/per cubic yard to
1,640 feet.

He said without the

additional land purchase
and the grinder, the coun-
ty would have run out of
landfill space in about 12
years.

“That was a big deci-
sion. We either moved
forward or we became
a transfer station which
would have cost the tax
payers more, because in
addition to the tipping
fees for the other landfill
we would have had to pay
to transport it as well,”
Hamm said.

“But through a lot of
work with the Federal
Aviation Administration,
the airport, and the state,
we were able to obtain
more land to the north of
us from the state and now
we have 144 more years of
airspace”

Hamm said his biggest
concern going forward
is the cost to dispose of
the waste. He said GR-
RWA is one of the more

solid landfills in the state
financially, but eventually,
like everything right now,
costs are eventually going
to outpace revenue.

“That’ll be the biggest
hurdle going forward for
the board. To make the
necessary changes so that
doesn’t happen,” he said.

He said one way would
be to find a way to convert
some of the waste to
energy. The landfill could
already be looking at pos-
sibly capturing methane
from the waste — whether
they want to or not.

He said the state contin-
ues to monitor the overall
footprint of the landfill
and once it gets to a cer-
tain size, they require the
recapture of the methane
that’s put out by the decay
of the waste. He said some
landfills capture the gas
and flare it off, but many
choose to use it to pow-
er equipment and heat

buildings.

A large landfill near St.
Louis, called the CHAMP
Landfill captures meth-
ane gas and provides it
for heating for a nearby
school and some resi-
dents.

He said another big
change over the past 25
years has been becoming
a state environmental
management system in a
partnership with the Iowa
Department of Natural
Resources.

That program allows
the landfill to keep about
$80,000 per year in solid
waste taxes paid to the
state, if the landfill is
tully engaged in recycling,
composting, education,
ground water mitigation,
greenhouse gas mitigation
and household hazardous
waste mitigation.

As part of those efforts
GRRWA adopted Rocky
the Recycler from the

319-469-3951

Pilot Grove
SaﬂngsBank

Member FDIC @ Equal Housing Lender

1 We are where you are.
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>>>

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

children’s television series
PAW Patrol. Hamm said
that effort is ongoing

and landfill staff wants to
expand that program to
reach more children.

The landfill also
launched a Swap Shop
about 12 years ago that he
said is still under utilized.

“People bring in haz-
ardous waste like paint
and fertilizer, but if the
containers are more than
half full we put them on
a shelf here and people
can come in and just grab
them. There’s no cost, all
they have to do is log it
so we know how many
pounds went out to report
to the state,” he said.

“It’s a really good
program, but no matter
how much we advertise
it and talk about it, it still
surprises me that people
say they didn’t know we
did this”

Hamm has been a
member of the state
ISOSWO for the past
eight years and will be
receiving the profession-
al award in June at the
group’s annual meeting,
which will be held for
the first time ever in Fort
Madison.

“We give that out to a
person every year and
truthfully - I was re-
tiring and I think that’s
probably why I got it. ’'m
pretty humble about that
actually”

Hamm said Banks is the
right guy to take over the
work, and the landfill is in
pretty good shape. But the
board will have to keep up
with the times regarding
tipping fees and future
expansions.

The landfill board also
just spent $1.5 million
renovating the Keokuk
transfer station behind
Wal-Mart in Keokuk.
Hamm said there are now
two additional recy-
cling bays as well as two
additional trash bays and
a 24-hour drop off for
recyclables.

“I had some updates I
wanted to do there, but it
wasn't $1.5 million worth.
The board came down
and toured the facility
and decided if the landfill
was going to last this long
then they needed to up-
grade that facility as well”

The retirement still feels
more like a vacation than
a separation to Hamm.

“Not yet. It’s just in the
back of your head that
you're on vacation and
need to get back to work,”
he said.
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Sports

Hannum leads Hounds at SEC meet

BY PCC SPORTS

KEOKUK - Garrett Hannum captured
the Southeast Conference title in the 400
hurdles and ran title legs in the 4x200 and
4x400 relay teams to lead the Bloodhounds
to a 2nd-place finish in the Southeast
Conference track meet at Keokuk Thursday
night.

Hannum edged fellow Hound Macaden
Rhoer by .18 seconds for a 1-2 finish in the
400 hurdles, both breaking the 1 minute
mark with 59.42 and 59.60 marks respec-
tively.

The Hounds Jakob McGowan passed
the 20-foot mark again winning the long
jump with a leap of 20.4.5”. His longest on
the year is 20-11". Fort Madison’s Mikey
DiPrima took 2nd with a leap of 19-11.5”,
his longest jump of the season.

The 4x200 team of Brock Califf, Mc-
Gowan, Andrew Schaefer and Hannum
finished with a time of 1:34.10, .10 ahead
of Burlington. The 4x400 team of Califf,
Hannum, Schaefer and Dayton Davis took
the title at 3:32.70.

The Hounds finished with 130 points.
Washington won the team title with 162
points.

Fort Madison also saw the return of
junior Tate Johnson who has been out since
the third week of the season with an injury.
Johnson was a whisper of taking the confer-
ence title in the 100-meter dash posting an
11:04, .01 off Burlington’s Bryant Williams
mark of 11.03.

6 Dayton Davis raced to a runner-up spot

in the 400-meter dash at 52.50. Gavin Wise-
man was 4th at 57.90. Davis was also 3rd in
the 110 high hurdles. Rhoer was fourth.

The Hounds shuttle hurdle relay team of
Rhoer, Henry Wiseman, Kane Williams and
Hayden Segoviano took 2nd place with a
time of 1:09.70. Ethan Deacon had the oth-

er 2nd place finish for Fort Madison with a
47-6.75” heave in the shot put.

The girls shuttle hurdle team of Reyna
Lampe, Taylor Barnes, Aija Jenkins and
Chloe Sokolik had the best finish for the
Lady Hounds with a time of 1:13.20

Paetyn Wiegand took fourth place in the
1500 and 3000 meter runs at 5:39.90 and
12:27.22.

Fort Madison girls had nine other top
five finishes, to finish 6th with 50.5 points.
Fairfield won the ladies conference title
with 198 points.

Complete Bloodhound results are listed below.

100-meter dash: Tate Johnson 11.04 (2nd), Jakob McGowan 11.38 (5th)
200-meter dash: Andrew Schaefer, 24.10 (4th), Mikey DiPrima 24.70 (7th)
400-meter dash: Dayton Davis 52.50 (2nd), Gavin Wiseman 57.90 (4th)
800-meter run: Nick Fullenkamp 2:26.80 (8th), Austin Miller 2:33.40 (10th)
1600-meter run: Will Gager 5:04.90 (7th), Hayden Wolfe 5:25.50 (10th)
3200-meter run: Gager 11:25.30 (5th), Wolfe 11:31.60 (8th)

110-high hurdles: Davis 16.80 (3rd), Macaden Rhoer 17.20 (4th)

400 hurdles: Garrett Hannum (59.42) (1st), Macaden Rhoer 59.60 (2nd)
4x100 relay: Wiseman, Johnson, Joey Dodson, McGowan 47.20 (5th)
4x200 relay: Brock Califf, McGowan, Schaefer, and Hannum 1:34.10 (1st)
4x400 relay: Califf, Hannum, Schaefer and Davis, 3:32.70 (1st)

4x800 relay: Fullenkamp, Dane Butler, Tanner Sto-

ermer, George Hantzeuas 9:39.70 (5th)

Sprint Medley: Califf, Hannum, Miller, and Schaefer 1:45.22 (4th)
Distance Medley: Landes Williams, Dodson, Califf, and Miller 4:00.80 (4th)
Shuttle Hurdle: Rhoer, Henry Wiseman, Kane Wil-

liams and Hayden Segoviano 1:09.70 (2nd)

High Jump: Davis 5-6" (4th), DiPrima 5-6" (4th)

Long Jump: McGowan 20-4.5" (1st), DiPrima 19-11.5" (2nd)

Shot Put: Deacon 47-6.75" (2nd), Jake Perry 33-.25" (11th)

Discus: Deacon 120-2" (5th), Perry 88-1" (12th)

Girls Results

100-meter dash: Mackenzie Rainwater 15.00

(9th), Emma Kerns 15.4 (10th)

200-meter dash: Taylor Johnson 28.80 (5th), Em-

ily Steffensmeier 31.00 (9th)

400-meter dash: Madison Meyer 1:16.50

(9th), Chloe Sokolik 1:16.90 (10th)

800-meter run: Lauren King 2:51.90 (6th)

1500-meter run: Paetyn Wiegand 5:39.90 (4th)

3000-meter run: Weigand 12:27.22 (4th)

100 hurdles: Reyna Lampe 17.02 (6th)

400 hurdles: Taylor Barnes 1:24.40 (6th)

4x100 relay: Kylee Cashman, Taylor Barnes, Rey-

na Lampe, and Madelyn Swigart 58.70 (6th)

4x200 relay: Cashman, Aija Jenkins, Rylee Stef-

fensmeier and Johnson 2:00.20 (4th)

4x400 relay: Meyer, Sokolik, Jordyn Burch and Kern 5:24.70 (5th)
4x800 relay: Cashman, King, Meyer and Burch 12:27.70 (4th)

Sprint Medley: E. Steffensmeier, Swigart, Bamnes

and R. Steffensmeier 2:12.80 (5th)

Distance Medley: Jenkins, R. Steffensmei-

er, Johnson and Wiegand 4:55.40 (4th)

Shuttle Hurdle: Lampe, Barnes, Jenkins, and Sokolik 1:13.20 (2nd)

High Jump: Jenkins 4-9" (4th)

Long Jump: E. Steffensmeier 15-0" (6th), R. Steffensmeier 13-3" (10th)
Shot Put: Cashman 31-8" (4th), Alexis Whaley 30-.5" (6th)

Discus: Whaley 92-9.75" (4th)

Thurmans win SEC doubles title

BY PCC SPORTS

FORT MADISON - Jason and Vasin Thurman dropped just three games in three
sets rolling to the title at the Southeast Conference boys tennis tournament Thursday

in Fort Madison.

The No. 1 seniors dropped one game to Mt. Pleasant’s Jack Schim-
melpfennig and Owen Vansickle and then rolled Keokuk’s Callum
Tackes and Kaiden Stoneking 6-1, 6-1 to take the title.

The Hound twins opened play with a 6-0, 6-0 win over Burlington’s
Michael Mercer and Jackson Carlson, who won a play-in match over

Fort Madison’s Levi Sissel and Bryce Workman suffered a first-
round loss to Fairfield’s Blake Holden and Jeremy Goodale 6-0, 6-3 to
slip into the consolation bracket, where they lost in a split-set tie-
breaker 1-6, 6-3 and then 5-10 in the tiebreaker to Mt. Pleasant’s Jake
Ensminger and Lincoln Henricksen. That loss put the Hound duo into
the 7th place marathon match with Burlington’s Owen Fawcett and

The Hounds won the first set 9-7 with a 7-5 set tiebreaker win, and

then needed another 7-6 tiebreaker to win the second set 7-6 to earn

Fairfield.
J. THURMAN

Tyce Bertleshofer.
V. THURMAN
7th place.

In singles action, No. 9 Kaden Medland slipped into the 9th place match after fall-
ing to Mt. Pleasant’s Levi Graber in a 10-7 tie breaker.. Medland would rebound with
a 6-0, 6-2 win over teammate No. 10. Tyler Horn 6-0, 6-2 for 9th place. Horn fell to
Fort Madison’s No. 7 Tristan Paton 6-0, 6-0 in a play-in.

Keokuk’s No. 1 Abbott Haner won the singles title with a 6-1, 6-1 win over team-

mate No. 3 Ivan Lopez.

Players could only play in either the doubles bracket or singles bracket.

Follow Us

@pencitycurrent

JOIN. THE. ADVENTURE.

SUMMER CAMP 2021

CAMP DATES: June 1st thru August 13th

Enroll Today!

Swimming ¢ Field Trips ¢ Crafts

Games ¢ Reading * AND MORE!
For 1st thru 6th Graders

FORT MADISON FAMILY YMCA

220 26th St. Fort Madison, IA| 319-372-2403 | fortmadisony.org

Don’t Let Joint Pain Keep You Down

Trust FMCH Orthopedics for nonsurgical and surgical treatment —
including joint replacement — for aches and pains caused by injuries
or degenerative conditions.

Appointments available at FMCH and Great River Health-Keokuk.

No referral necessary. Call 319-376-1135.

L Fort Madison



https://www.fortmadisony.org/12-days-of-christmas-specials/
https://www.fmchosp.com/
https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/
https://www.facebook.com/LCK-Roofing-Repair-197144640733531/
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
LEE COUNTY BOARD
OF SUPERVISORS
REGULAR MEETING
MINUTES

April 12, 2021

The Lee County Board
of Supervisors met at the
Lee County Office Build-
ing, on Monday, April 12,
2021 at 9:00 a.m.

Present: Matt Pflug,
Ron Fedler, Rick Larkin
and Garry Seyb. Present
electronically was Rich
Harlow.

All votes are unanimous
unless otherwise indicat-
ed.

The Board opened the
meeting by reciting the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Moved by Fedler,
seconded by Seyb, to ap-
prove the agenda. Motion
carried.

There was no Public
Input.

Fort Madison Mayor
Matt Mohrfeld presented
a visual concept of a pro-
posed multi- million dollar
project at the Fort Madi-
son Riverfront and asked
the Board for a letter of
support to Representative
Miller-Meeks for a Com-
munity Funded Project
Grant.

Moved by Fedler, sec-
onded by Seyb, to submit
a letter of support for the
Fort Madison Riverfront
Project. Roll call: Fed-
ler-aye, Seyb-aye, Lar-
kin-aye, Harlow-aye and
Pflug-aye. Motion carried.

Moved by Seyb,
seconded by Larkin, to
approve the Fiscal Year
2022 Secondary Roads
Five-Year Program. Mo-
tion carried.

Moved by Seyb,
seconded by Harlow, to
approve the Fiscal Year
2022 lowa DOT Second-

ary Roads Budget. Motion
carried.

Moved by Fedler,
seconded by Seyb, to ap-
prove a letter of support
for Optimae’s designation
of a Community Mental
Health Center. Motion
carried.

Moved by Fedler, sec-
onded by Larkin, to renew
an agreement with Health
Solutions to administer
the County’s Wellness
Program for Fiscal Year
2022. Motion carried.

Moved by Seyb, sec-
onded by Larkin, to ap-
prove Resolution #2021-
64. Roll call: Seyb-aye,
Larkin-aye, Fedler-aye,
Harlow-aye and Pflug-
aye. Motion carried.

Resolution #2021 - 64

WHEREAS, the Lee
County Treasurer current-
ly distributes interest into
the General Fund, Jail
Bond Fund, Debt Ser-

vices Fund, County Con-
servation Land Acquisition
Fund, E-911 Surcharge
Fund, E-911 Contribution
Fund, Cash Bond Fund,
Board of Health Memorial
Fund, Records Manage-
ment Fund, Emergency
Management Fund, Neff
Memorial Trust Fund,
REAP Fund, Electronic
Transaction Recorders
Fund, Self-Insured Fund,
Early Childhood Program
Fund , School Ready
Children Services Fund,
and the Drug Task Force
Forfeiture Fund, Capital
Project - Jail Remodel
2013, Capital Project —
Conservation Building
Fund monthly, and
WHEREAS, the Lee
County Board of Supervi-
sors will now include the
Capital Project — County-
wide Communication
Project Fund into an
interest bearing account

monthly, and NOW
THEREFORE BE IT
RESOLVED that the Lee
County Board of Supervi-
sors direct the Lee Coun-
ty Treasurer to distribute
interest into the Capital
Project — Countywide
Communication Project
Fund monthly, beginning
April 1, 2021.

Dated this 12th day of
April, 2021.

/s/ Matt Pflug, Chair-
man. Attest: /s/ Denise
Fraise, County Auditor.

Moved by Fedler,
seconded by Seyb, to
approve a Class C Liquor
License for Bar Candy,
West Point, for the period
April 17, 2021 through
April 22, 2021. Motion
carried.

Moved by Larkin,
seconded by Seyb, to
approve the Monday, April
5, 2021 Board minutes.
Motion carried.

Moved by Fedler,
seconded by Larkin, to
approve the payment of
claims. Motion carried.

Moved by Seyb, sec-
onded by Harlow, to ap-
prove a step increase for
Crystal Coffman, Admin-
istrative Assistant at the
Health Department, from
$16.86/hr. to $17.20/hr.,
effective 6/12/21; a step
increase for Erin Andries,
Oral Health Coordinator,
from $22.00/hr. to $22.44/
hr., effective 5/13/21; a
step increase for Michael
Shelangoski, Environ-
mental Program Director,
from $32.23/hr. to $32.87/
hr., effective 5/13/21; a
step increase for Tammy
Wilson, Finance Opera-
tions Program Director,
from $36.71/hr. to $37.44/
hr., effective 5/10/21 and
a step increase for Amy
Cook, MIEC Family Sup-
port Worker from $19.74/

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!

tissues

uonRoauoD

spJien ssauishng

Vinyl Banners

621Rvenue G
Fort Madison, IA

How can chiropractic therapy help you?
BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC

* Improved joint mobility, function, and health
* Decreased degeneration of joints and connective

* Improved circulation
¢ Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
¢ and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madlison * 319-372-3800
http;//brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
Extremity Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation

Cranial Adjustment
Muscle Facilitation

Pasters Art
Supplies

Printing
Office

Furniture
Trifold Brochures

319.3712.2121
doddprinting.com

ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING ARERS!

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Fort Madison * Burlington * Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378
Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
“Cause who

wwww.cullenpest.com

needs bugs?”

Help GRRWA Keep Your Gommunity Hazard-Free!

Household Hazardous
Waste Unit is open
Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

Complete Comfort, Affordable Price.

Full Service

HVAC Company

Serving Fort Madison,

Burlington, and
surrounding areas
with over 30 Years

Experience!

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service « Never An Overtime Charge
FREE Estimates « Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Grand Things Happen Here

This little piggy
went to market

— AND NEVER LOST MONEY.! —

Banking on the market to fund your retirement can be
risky. | can help you lock in solid gains and protect
yourself from downside risk. Call me today.

800-216-2370

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves .
Call for an appointment

319.837.8132

1903 West Point Rd | West Point, IA 52656
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest | smallgrandthings.com

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, 1A
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, 1A
1:319-524.6175

Visit Us Online!  www.grmwa.com facebook com/grrwa

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St

Fort Madison

(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

D FARM BUREAU
WED. FINANCIAL SERVICES

1Surrender of the contract may be subject to surrender charges. Withdrawals before age 59 1/2 may result in a
10% IRS penalty tax. Additionally, there is a charge for the Simple7 Income Rider once it is activated.
Qualifications and restrictions apply for activation. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A141 (9-17)

1728 Main
Keokuk, I1A 52632



https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
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hr. to $20.13/hr., effective
5/29/21. Motion carried.

Received and filed the
Treasurer’s Report of
Fees Collected for the
month of March 2021,
the Auditor’s Report of
Fees Collected for the
month of March 2021
and a Manure Manage-
ment Annual Update for
Dingman Farms in Marion
Township.

Committee Reports:

HELP
WANTED

The Kensington con-
tinues to grow and we
are looking for dedi-
cated team members
to join our team! We
have full and part-
time positions avail-
able in both dining
services and care-
giving departments!
We are an Agemark
Senior Living com-
munity and for the
second consecutive
year, Great Places to
Work and FORTUNE
have named us #11
in the nation for small
to medium size Aging
Services! At Agemark,
our 30+ years’ experi-
ence in Senior Living
has given us the in-
sight to focus on what
matters for our Resi-
dents, their Families
and our Employees.
We offer part time and
full time benefit pack-
ages. We take care of
those that took care of
us and believe in the
philosophy “‘Never
forget the hands that
raised you!” Please
visit  www.agemark.
com/careers to find
the job that fits you
best and fill out an ap-
plication!

Larkin reported on
conducting interviews
for EMS personnel and
a meeting at the New-
berry Senior Center with
the Senior Group. Seyb
reported on a Pioneer
Cemetery Commission
meeting and the EMS
interviews. Health De-
partment Director Michele
Ross gave the Board an
update on the Covid-19
numbers for the County.

At 10:20 a.m. a motion
was made by Fedler,
seconded by Seyb, to
adjourn. Motion carried.
The next meeting will be
held on Monday, April 19,
2021 at 9:00 a.m.

Matt Pflug, Chairman

HELP

WANTED
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
CHILDCARE
PROVIDER

The Fort Madison Fami-
ly YMCA Learning Centers
are seeking candidates to
fill childcare positions at our
Donnellson, lowa daycare
centers Monday through Fri-
day.

Candidates must enjoy work-
ing with children and have a
fun, loving, and caring per-
sonality.

Positions begin at $9.00 per
hour, full-time with potential
wage increases based on
experience and certifications
attained.

Required certifications are:
CPR/First Aid, Mandatory
Reporter, Universal Precau-
tions, and additional training/
certifications.

Mandatory background
checks will be performed pri-
or to hire.

Apply online at fortmadisony.
org/employment-opportuni-

ties/ or in-person at 220 26th
St., Fort Madison or 607 Park
St., Donnellson.

Attest: Denise Fraise,
Lee County Auditor

Claims paid
April 12, 2021
Alliant, svs .......... 3406.51
Altorfer, splys...... 3650.86
Amazon, splys........ 86.97
Am Abstrct, svs...1550.00
Ball Volvo, splys..1435.04
CenturyLink, svs.....90.95
Chrlstn Twsp, svs ...85.00
Child Care Res, svs
............................ 3000.00
ClckStrt Web, svs ...44.85
Cordray Htg, parts

.............................. 110.76
Cullen Pest, svs....342.00
Culligan, wtr............ 83.49
H Curtis, svs............ 70.50

Democrat, publ.....515.00
Dell Mrktg, equp

DMCo Hith Dpt, svs
............................ 4527.25
DMCo Shrff, svs .....46.68
Dodd Prtg, splys.....50.00
Elect Engrg, parts

EMSLRC, edu......... 17.00
Fairview Cmitry, svs

.............................. 175.00
Fidelity Life, ins....... 50.84
Floyds, svs............ 114.50

HELP
WANTED

2136 Green Bay Rd
Wever, |IA 52658
319-372-7852

Now Hiring!

Marine Facility
Operations
& Maintenance

Benefits Included
Full & Part Time
Positions Available

Heartland Co-op is an
Equal Opportunity
Employer (EOE-AA)
committed to advancing
diversity in the work-
place. Post offer ...
pre-employment
drug screen, job
physical, & physical
capacity profile required.

FOR JOB INFO
& TO APPLY VISIT:
heartlandcoop.com
Career Opportunities,
Wever

FM Hsing Auth, svs

City of FM, svs....3905.00
N Granaman, svs
............................ 1291.55
GRRWA, svs....... 4651.00
Grp Bnft Prtnrs, svs
............................ 3186.00
Hm Thrpy Sol, svs
............................ 5141.40
J Hudson, exps....... 57.15
IMAGETek, svs....... 90.00
IA Off ME, svs.....4183.00

ISAC, reg....ccc....... 325.00
ISACA, reg............ 250.00
J&S Elec Bus, splys

.............................. 274.79

Jet Gas, fuel ....... 7722.36
Jet Gas, fuel ....... 4897.81
Jireh Inc, svs......... 742.76
Kempkers, splys.....43.97
Keo Hsng Auth, svs

Khimrgn Hlg, svs ..736.15
Lwsn Prdcts, svs

............................ 1233.38
LeeCo Abstrct, svs
.............................. 400.00
LeeCo Adtr, CtrlPur
.......................... 10336.40
LeeCo Treas, costs
.......................... 45556.34

Liberty Util, gas...2274.96
Mail Svs, svs......... 912.67
McFarlands, splys

............................ 2194.04

HELP
WANTED

Ready to Help,
but not sure
where to start?

AmeriCorps  Seniors (for-
merly known as RSVP 55+
Initiative) at United Way of
the Great River Region is
seeking volunteers over the
age of 55 who are looking
to make a difference in their
community.

We can help you find a vol-
unteer opportunity in Lee
County, lowa that suits your
interests and your time.

Contact Tammy Hudson,
AmeriCorps Seniors Director
at 319-372-8043 or rsvp@

unitedwayarr.org to set up a
time to talk.

Get started now
with a new opportunity!

Menke Auto, parts

MetLife Dntl, ins....120.40
M Murphy, exps ....500.00
MidAm Enrgy, gas

MES, splys............ 198.00
Mutual Whi, parts
............................ 1145.68
Ntnl Rsrch, svs ...1601.42
NTT Cloud, svs....... 54.19
OMG MW, svs ..23657.56
Onmedia, adv ....... 774.00
Ovrhd Dr, svs........ 100.00
M Pflug, exps.......... 40.00
Piper Jaffray, fees
.......................... 69337.50
Primrose, svs........ 187.50
Prtchrd Brdct, publ

Quad Finance, pstg
............................ 3910.00
Quincy Mck, parts

Rainbo Qil, ail .....3725.10
Reg Util, svs ....... 2301.84
RicohUSA, splys...440.06
RMS,ins............... 753.67
Sanofi Pstr, splys..419.31
Schmitz Fnrl, svs ..553.90
J Schneider, svs ...550.00
S Merriman, edu...675.00
SEAT, edu............... 30.00
Sec/St, dues........... 30.00
SIADSA, svs....... 2400.00

SIEDA, svs ......... 2477.56
SEIA Grge Dr, svs

Toner Plce, splys ..202.00
US Cell, svs........ 2022.12
USACont, mtl........ 570.00
West Grp, splys .. 1121.28
Wst Pnt Utlty, svs..427.32
Wex Bank, fuel ..... 425.52
Whndstrm, svs........ 308.87

PROUD MAKERS OF

Summer Job Opportunity

Conagra Brands’ Fort Madison manufacturing
facility is looking for entry level production asso-
ciates for temporary, summer work on all shifts.
Pay is $15.00 per hour. To be considered for
employment, you must be flexible to work any
shift, Saturdays and Sundays as required and at
least 18 years of age with a high school diploma.

Please visit

conagrabrands.com/careers

to apply!
Muiltiple full-time positions available as well.
Visit the website for additional details.



http://www.ConagraBrands.com/careers
http://www.KeywayManagement.com
http://heartlandcoop.com
http://www.agemark.com/careers
http://www.agemark.com/careers
http://fortmadisony.org/employment-opportunities/
http://fortmadisony.org/employment-opportunities/
http://fortmadisony.org/employment-opportunities/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:rsvp@unitedwaygrr.org
mailto:rsvp@unitedwaygrr.org
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From the Front

Facility brings programs
in 21st century

HAWKS - Continued from Page 1

better than what our last room was.” he said.

A shot into the full-size mirror in front of the risers
shows the full scope of the new Central Lee fine arts
auditorium. Students got a chance to experience the
new digs for the first time Monday morning at the
high school. Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

The last room was about the size of two regular class-
rooms all surrounded by cinder block.

Madsen said the school already has a rich history of
success and the added facilities will allow more oppor-
tunities for students to showcase their skills.

“Right now were going to stick with our traditional
programming. There is room to grow in many different
ways and one of the benefits here is that we have space
to create transitions that are smoother between concert
and show choir, jazz band and concert band and keep
the flow between classrooms moving,” he said.

“We’ll still use the gym for traditional events, but
smaller performances and sneak peaks of solo and
ensemble or impromptu show choir performances can
be added here”

Keating Fuger, a sophomore said he could immedi-
ately hear the difference in the more open space.

“The volume change is the biggest thing. In the old
room it was so loud we couldn’t tell if we needed to be
better individually. Now we can have fun with it. The
new room is great and it’s really a step up from where
we were,” he said.

Emily Barnhardt said she was excited to get out of

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

A shot into the full-size mirror in front of the risers shows the full scope of the new Central Lee
fine arts auditorium. Students got a chance to experience the new digs for the first time Monday

morning at the high school.

the tiny room.

“Right now you can hear everyone singing and we
can get louder without worrying about being too
loud,” she said.

“And when were in show choir and dancing around
we can spread out more and practice so I'm excited to
see that grow.”

High School Principal Nicole Herdrich said Madsen
will now take the program in a 21st century direction.

“He’s always got ideas. I thought I worked hard until
Tracy got here. He runs circles around me”

Herdrich said the new facilities can also be used for
work-based learning for students that may want to
look at lighting and sound careers.

“You've got kids that could want to go into that kind
of technology. Tracy can take those kids and work
with them on that,” she said.

Superintendent Dr. Andy Crozier said the facility
brings the district into 21st century fine arts educa-
tion.

“I think the greatest potential is that our perfor-
mances are limited right now. Obviously with the new
gym that expands but we can do performances in this
room, too.” Crozier said.

“Tracy is always coming up with new ideas for our
kids to perform at another level and some of those
are smaller venues. This is still a pretty big spot so
we could do a performance here for a smaller crowd.
Even beyond music, this space can be used by others.

“That room was not going to be conducive to grow
our fine arts. Our enrollment is growing, but even if
our enrollment stayed stagnant its not what our stu-
dents need in the 21st century for fine arts.

The Tooth Is. . .
.. . We

Our Patients!

Now Accepting New; Patients

Fort Madison Fort Madison
Family Dentistry West Family Dentistry East
319-372-4882 319-372-3614
Dr. David Courtney Dr. Jonathan Dingeldein

Dr. Stephanie Heyland
Dr. Mark Pothitakis

Pothitakis Dentistry

6 Convenient Locations to Serve You

www.DriVlarkDDS.com



http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
https://airchoiceone.com/
https://www.myconnectionbank.com/kasasa-cash-back
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