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Barnes finds home with Hawks
2018 FMHS GRAD: Finishes 6th at Big 
10 Indoor Championship in shot 

Jordan’s 
Way to do 
4-hours at 
FM shelter

PAW SHELTER

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

IOWA CITY – Elijah Barnes wanted to be a baseball player, 
then a football player, then an electrician. Three years ago he had 
no idea what the future held.

This past weekend the 2018 Fort Madison High School gradu-
ate found himself caught up with a glimpse of the future and the 
whirlwind that is the Big 10 Indoor Track and Field champion-
ship in Geneva, Ohio.

It was the first outright win for the Hawkeyes and the former 
Bloodhound was part of the title. Barnes said Iowa won the title 
in 1929, but technically it was a tie and the 2021 title is the first 
outright win.

“This is a great feeling. What made it even sweeter is that we’d 
been flirting with it the past two or three years and this year we 
won by like 30 points,” Barnes said.

Iowa won the 2019 Big Ten outdoor title, but the 2020 outdoor 
championships were canceled due to COVID-19.

Barnes earned 3 points for the Hawks with a throw of 18.24 
meters on his second attempt of the day good enough for 6th 
place. He said in warmups he pushed one out 19 feet, which 
would have been good enough for a top 3 finish had it been a 
recorded throw.

The Hawkeyes finished with 119 points, 27 ahead of second 
place Indiana.

Barnes said his goal was to finish in the top three.
2018 FMHS graduate Elijah Barnes finished sixth in the shot-

put at the 2021 Big 10 Indoor Championship last weekend for 
the Iowa Hawkeyes. His throw of 18.24 meters earned 3 points 
in the Hawkeyes 119 point 1st-place finish. Barnes has been 
battling a groin strain and still threw 19 meters in warmups. 
Courtesy photo

“Leading into the week of the Big 10 Indoors was stressful. 
I didn’t know if I was going to be able to throw,” he said. “I 
couldn’t even get off my left foot to get out of the back of the 
ring.”

U of I Throwing Coach Eric Werskey told Barnes to just work 
on drills while the groin recovered in hopes he would be able to 
throw in Ohio.

“I took it real light during the week before just to prepare it to 

NEW FACILITY
FM YMCA wants Donnellson residents’ input on fitness

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

DONNELLSON – The Fort 
Madison YMCA has set it’s sights 
on Donnnellson and is looking to 
make another investment in the 
community.

On Thursday, Fort Madison 
YMCA Executive Director Ryan 
Wilson said the organization is 
planning a community meeting in 

Donnellson on Thurs-
day, March 11, starting 
at 5:30 p.m. at the ISU 
Extension office 414 N. 
Main Street.

Wilson said the 
board has identified 
some property and 

is considering putting a 24-hour 
fitness center in the community if 
there is a want and desire from the 
public in and around the town.

“We have a building lined up to be 
purchased, but the board felt it was 
an important piece to get feedback 
from Donnellson community if 
those folks would be interested in 
having something out there,” Wil-
son said.

“Would people sign up and utilize 
it? That’s what we would need to 
find out.”

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – There’s going to be 
some howling at the PAW Animal Shelter 
on Tuesday.

Obviously no animals will be being 
harmed, but a national fundraising per-
sonality will be on hand for four hours 
to help the shelter raise funds for a new 
facility currently in the works.

PAW Director Sandy Brown said social 
media personality Kris Rotonda, founder 
of Jordan’s Way is making a run through 
Iowa and will be stopping at the PAW Ani-
mal Shelter Tuesday morning.

“So it’s a live video feed from the shelter 
and it’s four hours of this guy being here 
on the property and doing all kinds of 
insane things,” Brown said.

“There’s challenges during the whole 
event, dunk tanks, someone might get in a 
pie in the face and he attaches fundraising 
goals to everything. It’s just crazy and we 
can’t wait for it.”

A donation link to the event, which 
runs Tuesday, March 9 from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. out at the shelter, is already live at the 
following link:

https://www.facebook.com/do-
nate/425849251982180/704702760223296/ 
.

Brown said people are encouraged to 
come out and see what all the madness is 
about, and of course make a donation or 
contribution to the event.

Throughout the duration businesses that 
donate at least $100 will have their name 
on a placard that will be paraded around 
in front of the camera for the livestream.

But Brown isn’t stopping there. Ac-
cording to Jordan’s Way’s Facebook page, 
the events typically raise anywhere from 
$5,000 to $15,000. Brown said if the sup-
port from this area surpasses $25,000 she’ll 
shave her head.

Other staff has offered to color their hair 

Photo Courtesy University of Iowa Sports
2018 FMHS graduate Elijah Barnes finished sixth 
in the shotput at the 2021 Big 10 Indoor Cham-
pionship last weekend for the Iowa Hawkeyes. 
His throw of 18.24 meters earned 3 points in the 
Hawkeyes’ 119 point 1st place finish. Barnes has 
been battling a groin strain and still threw 19 me-
ters in warmups.

See BARNES, page 8

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
FRI 05 Mar........................................................................ Sunny, 47º F/ 31º F
SAT 06 Mar..................................................................Overcast, 49º F/ 35º F
SUN 07 Mar................................................................Overcast, 59º F/ 39º F

IOWA LOTTERY
LOTTO AMERICA 03/03................16 18 19 28 45, Star Ball: 6, All Star Bonus: 3
PICK 3 03/03 MIDDAY..................................................................................... 7 3 4
PICK 3 03/03 EVENING...................................................................................8 7 0
PICK 4 03/03 MIDDAY................................................................................. 6 7 4 0
PICK 4 03/03 EVENING................................................................................1 0 9 0
POWERBALL 03/03........................21 40 44 50 55, Powerball: 16, Power Play: 3

See PAW, page 5

WILSON

See FACILITY, page 4
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319-376-2134 • www.fmchosp.com

Food is vital to live. Every food choice you make
will either fuel your mind and body or

increase your risk of chronic conditions.  

Choose PremiumChoose Premium

Choose Wisely.Choose Wisely.

isis
TENTS & ACCESSORIES

Save 20%

on your tent rental
when paid in full during the month of March

Complete Rental
(319) 372-8105

www.CompleteRentalFM.com

Long-time Fort Madison resident, Timothy Loran “Tim” Druppel, went to be with 
his Lord and Savior Monday, March 1, 2021.  Tim was 70 years old.  Born July 22, 
1950, at Sacred Heart Hospital, Fort Madison, he was the 3rd of 4 children of Jerome 
Ferdinand Druppel and Esther Mae (Heath) Druppel.  

Tim attended Sacred Heart School in Fort Madison before moving 
with his family to Geneva, Ohio, August 7, 1957, when Jerome trans-
ferred to True Temper Corporation at Saybrook, Ohio, from Amer-
ican Fork and Hoe Company, here.  The family found an historic, 
1890’s, three story corner home at South Broadway and Tuttle court at 
Geneva, making it their residence for many memorable and treasured 
years.  Tim, a brother, Paul, and sister, Carole, all attended Geneva 
Elementary, Jr. High, and High School, with Tim graduating from 

G.H.S. in June 1969.  In September, of that year, he began his Freshman year at Kent 
State University.  Growing up in Geneva and living across from a funeral home/
ambulance business, Tim developed an interest, over the years, in the funeral service 
profession and had aspirations of becoming a mortician.  Once entering Kent State, 
he changed his study from mortuary science to theater arts/acting, but he never lost 
his love for the funeral field.  

He appeared later in “Summertree,” which earlier in 1967, had 
been a hit on Broadway and also in “Miss Whitcomb’s Diary” 
and the TV presentation of “Alice in Wonderland.”  On May 
4, 1970, he received his draft notice on the same tragic day in 
America when members of the Ohio National Guard fired into a 
crowd of students at Kent State University on the campus com-
mons area, killing five and wounding eight others.  Tim also demonstrated against 
the war at Kent State-Ashtabula and main campus, one day before the tragedy.  

Once drafted, he never refused to enter the military.  He reported with the U.S. 
Army to Fort Campbell, Kentucky on June 9, 1970, home of the 101st Airborne Di-
vision and Combat Arms Group.  Following basic and advanced training, he was ac-
tive during the Vietnam War.  He also was stationed at Fort Jackson, South Carolina, 
Fort Dix, New Jersey, and HQ CO, Hanau, Germany.  After his Army stint, he began 
his Sophomore year at Kent State and appeared in “Wise Guys” and in the musical 
comedy, “The Whole Truth About Stanley,” receiving good reviews from actor Karl 
Malden, Tim’s favorite. 

 Tim worked in Geneva at several places, including F.U.M.C., Hawkins Ambu-
lance as a first responder and Sexton at Evergreen, Mt. Pleasant and Lakeview cem-
eteries.  On May 4, 1976, he was Honorably Discharged from the Army and in Sep-
tember, of that year, came back to Fort Madison with family.  He worked a bit for 
Choey Zeiss and Dade Seavetek.  In March, 1977, he began working for Lee County 
Sheriff ’s office at Fort Madison as a radio dispatcher on the 5 pm – 12:30 am shift.  
After four years, he began working at the Sheriff ’s Office and County Jail in March 
1981, as correctional officer/dispatcher for the next 25 years, before retiring Decem-
ber 29, 2006, at age 56, with nearly 30 years of service.  He began working part-time 
in 2015 for the Fort Madison Community School District, as a bus stop monitor at 
Victory Park.  

Tim was a #1 fan of classic Rock-N-Roll music from the 1957 – 63 era and liked 
country singers, Dan Seals, Don Williams, and Charley Pride.  He enjoyed the 60’s 
folk group, Peter, Paul, and Mary and remembered auditioning with his sister for 
parts for a TV presentation and singing the groups hits, “Where Have All The Flow-
ers Gone” and “Puff, The Magic Dragon.”  

Tim did the most important thing a person could do, receive Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Savior in 1987 and besides praying for his family, he also prayed they would 
accept the Savior in their hearts.  He loved the monarch butterfly, was a huge ani-
mal lover and could not stand to see an animal hurt or mistreated.  He supported 
the P.A.W. no kill animal shelter.  He liked the saying “days go slow, years go fast,” 
boy how true.  Every December, he enjoyed attending the Barr Memorial Chapel 
Remembrance Service.  Tim was a fan of the Brewers, Buckeyes wrestling, was a 
sports fan of Boston and Colgate Universities, the Kent State Golden Flashes, the 
films “Hoosiers” and “Field of Dreams.”  He liked Psalm 91, John chapter 11 and 
Hebrews 13:2, where it say be kind to a stranger you may meet for some have been 
in the company of an Angel without knowing, with Tim having two such encoun-
ters, once in Germany and again one day after his Mom’s passing.  Tim had been 
an avid reader/writer and in 1974, he wrote a TV play called “Expectation Home,” 
all about a wounded GI returning back to civilian life.  He watched, as a young boy, 
Mickey Mantle when he hit two homers during a game at Cleveland Municipal 
Stadium while with his Dad and friend.  In October 1978, he began a costume party 
for family and friends at his home and co-hosted it with his Mom and Dad annually 
for many years.  He was a member of Holy Family Catholic Parish, the Franciscan 
Associates, the Pious Union of St. Joseph, the C.A.R.A., the International Wolf Cen-
ter and former member of the Iowa State Sheriff ’s and Deputies Association.  

Those surviving Tim are two brothers, Jerry L. (Marilyn) Druppel of Ocala, 
Florida and Paul R (Laura) Druppel of Menifee, California; one sister, Carole S. 
(Wayne) Nicholson of Orange Park, Florida; three neices: Teresa M (Randy) Huett 
of Fort Madison; Anna M (Kevin) Springsteen of Burlington and Sarah L Nichol-
son of Grapevine, Texas; three nephews: Thomas J Druppel of Spring Hope, North 
Carolina, Christian P (Jill) Druppel of Temecula, California and Bryan W (Audra) 
Nicholson of Plano, Texas; many great nieces and nephews; great-great nieces and 
nephews; a host of cousins, and five, four legged companions and best buddies he 
loved so much, MaMaw, Martha, Michael, Matthias and Daniel.  Tim met his four 
buddies, four legged ones, that he had loved on earth, Tiger I, Tiger II, Blackie, and 
Shep at the Rainbow Bridge near Heavens entrance.  They all crossed over and Tim 
met and embraced his Mom and Dad; grandparents, Loran and Ida Heath, Ben 
and Rose Ahlen Druppel; other family members and friends, all looking so robust, 
renewed, no longer frail.  What a reunion!  They are now awaiting the rest of the 
family.

Per Tim’s wishes, his body has been cremated.  A Time of Remembrance for Tim, 
where friends and family can gather, will be held from 2:00 – 4:00 pm Sunday, 
March 7, 2021 at the Barr Memorial Chapel, Fort Madison, with a Christian Wake 
Service beginning at 3:30 pm Sunday, lead by Reverend Joseph Phung.  A Catholic 
Committal Service, burial and military rites will be held at a later date at Sacred 
Heart Cemetery, Fort Madison.  A memorial has been established for P.A.W. no 
kill animal shelter, contributions may be at the Barr Memorial Chapel, 1919 Ave F, 
Fort Madison, Iowa 52627.  Barr Memorial Chapel is honored to serve the Druppel 
family and an online guest book may be found at www.barrmemorialchapel.com.  
Please be kind to your family and pets, with love and peace. Tim.

TIMOTHY L. DRUPPEL

DRUPPEL

https://www.fmchosp.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CompleteRentalFM/
http://www.barrmemorialchapel.com
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Good Food for All

Call for curbside pickup
319.837.6126 

327 5th Street, West Point, IA

At Sonny’s, we’re committed to offering you

quality groceries at affordable prices

in a healthy & safe environment.

Thank you for shopping local. Stay safe!

SO CAN YOU.

OBITUARIES

EUGENE D. BRISBY
Eugene D. “Gene” Brisby, 86, of Montrose, IA died on March 3, 2021 at the 

Montrose Health Center.
He was born on August 8, 1934 in Keokuk, IA the son of Allie and Hilda 

Fowler Brisby. After his parent’s death when he was a child, he was raised by 
his aunt and uncle, Ruby and Lloyd Fowler. He graduated from 
Montrose High School.

On March 19, 1961 Gene was united in marriage to Judith 
Holland in Keokuk. She preceded him in death on May 13, 
2017.

He was a member of the Presbyterian Church in Montrose. 
Gene had served as a volunteer firefighter for the Montrose 
Fire Department for many years.

Gene had been employed at Krebill Engineering in Keokuk as a surveyor. 
He also had been the co-owner of Brisby & Holland Plumbing in Montrose.

Gene enjoyed watching sports on T.V. and cherished the times he watched 
his grandchildren at their sporting events. He also enjoyed traveling with his 
wife and family to the Ozarks and Branson. Gene was a devoted NASCAR 
and Dale Earnhardt fan.

He is survived by four sons, Scot Brisby, Todd Brisby and his wife Gretch-
en, Jeff Brisby and Kent Brisby all of Montrose, six grandchildren, Kaycee 
Crawford and her husband Sean of Oklahoma, Allison Brisby, Jared Brisby, 
Daly Brisby, Regan Brisby, and Amber Brisby all of Montrose, one brother, 
Jack Brisby of Montrose, one sister Ruby Westermeyer of Keokuk, one broth-
er-in-law, Mark Holland and his wife Barbara of Montrose, one sister-in-law, 
Mary Hemmie of Montrose and several nieces, nephews and cousins.

Besides his wife he was also preceded in death by his parents, one sister 
Mary Petty, two sisters-in-law, Carole Holland and Shirley Brisby and three 
brothers-in-law, Wayne Hemmie, Calvin Westermeyer and Charles Petty.

Graveside services will be held at 11 a.m., Saturday at the Montrose Ceme-
tery.

There will be no visitation.
Memorials may be made to the Montrose Fire Department.
The Vigen Memorial Home in Montrose is assisting the family with ar-

rangements.
Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorial-

home.com.

BRISBY

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

03/03/01 – 8:05 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
700 block of Avenue C.
03/03/01 – 8:56 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 700 block of Avenue C.
03/04/01 – 7:06 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 1500 block of Avenue H.
03/03/21 – 1:49 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested Tara 
Mae Klein, 37, Danville, in the 

2700 block of Avenue O, on a 
charge of simple assault. She 
was taken to Lee County Jail.
03/03/21 – 10:29 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police cited John 
Adam Wiggins, 36, of Fort 
Madison, in the 3400 block 
of Avenue L, on a charge 
of driving while revoked.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

03/03/21 – 12:13 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
cited Raymond Evan Hymes, 
28, of Fort Madison, no 
location listed, on a charge 
of driving while barred.

03/03/21 – 4 p.m. – Lee County 
Sheriff’s deputies arrested Me-
gan Jo Plowman, 28, of Hamil-
ton, Ill., at the Hancock County 
Jail, on warrants for turning vio-
lation, 5th degree theft, eluding, 
and driving under suspension. 
She was released on bond.
Those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire & 
Rescue Report

03/03/21 – Fort Madison fire-
fighters responded to two med-
ical calls, one smoke detector 
alarm, and one false alarm.

https://airchoiceone.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
https://www.facebook.com/LCK-Roofing-Repair-197144640733531/
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
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Wilson said the facili-
ty would include cardio 
equipment, treadmills, 
ellipticals, bikes, rowing 
machines etc., on one 
side and then the other 
side would have some 
dumbbells, mirrors and 
weight equipment.

“That’s what we’re 
envisioning right now,” 
he said. “It would be 
controlled with a swipe 
card like our current 
facilities and would 
have secure cameras 
and limited staffing.”

Wilson said he also 
wants the conversation 
with residents to focus 
on group fitness needs, 
like exercise and fitness 
classes at the facility.

“It’ll be interesting to 
see what the thoughts 
and perspectives are. I 
don’t know what group 
fitness looks like in that 
area, so that’s what we 
want to talk with them 
about,” Wilson said.

He said it’s just an-
other way for the Fort 
Madison YMCA, which 
also has child care 

facilities in Donnellson, 
to make an impact in 
the area through health 
and wellness.

“I think it’s an oppor-
tunity for them and us, 
and we’ll explore that 
and have that conversa-
tion.”

The meeting will also 
be livestreamed and 

pinned to the top of 
the YMCA Facebook 
page for easy naviga-
tion prior to the start 
of the meeting. Anyone 
following the meet-
ing livestream is en-
couraged to write any 
questions or comments 
in the comment section 
of the feed.

FACILITY - Continued from Page 1

YMCA also considering 
fitness classes in county

http://www.grrwa.com
http://BeRecycled.org
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Pothitakis DentistryPothitakis Dentistry

6 Convenient Locations to Serve You
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Fort Madison

Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614
Dr. Jonathan Dingeldein

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry West

319-372-4882
Dr. David Courtney

Dr. Stephanie Heyland
Dr. Mark Pothitakis

Do you have time -
to help stop crime?

Join us today to help
keep our communities safer!

Visit any of these Facebook pages to learn more
about what the Neighborhood Watch Program is

& how to start your own group or join an existing group!

or do other antics. Rotunda has done things like provide cheeseburgers and hot dogs 
when funds surpass preset thresholds $5,000

Brown said there will be guest appearances from Fort Madison Mayor Matt Mohr-
feld, Fort Madison Police Chief Mark Rohloff and Lee County Sheriff Stacy Weber 
throughout the day. City Councilman Donna Amandus, who chairs the committee 
that brought the Canine Corral to Fort Madison will also be on hand.

Rotonda’s dog Jordan was adopted from a shelter and died recently. He then be-
came a social media advocate for humane shelters around the country. Brown said 
he’s done more than 300 fundraisers across the country.

“Some people think all we do is pet puppies, take animals or euthanize and he 
started doing this to make people aware of what we do and the need for it,” Brown 
said.

“Most people think shelters get state or federal funding and more than 90% do not. 
This is his way of getting them noticed.”

Brown said she has proposed some ideas, but she really has no idea what to expect.
“We don’t really know what he’s going to do, but if you look at some of the videos 

on his Facebook page, it’s pretty much insanity for about four hours from what I’ve 
seen,” she said.

“It’s going to be fun and something we’ve never done before and I’m hoping it’s a 
kickoff to a friendlier fundraiser year than last year.”

For those that work during the day, the fundraiser feed runs for five days after the 
event so you can still donate after the event wraps.

Rotonda has been featured on The Dodo, Hallmark Channel, and in countless 
news stories across the U.S. He is the CEO of Jordan’s Way Charities, an investor, 
business owner, and popular YouTuber who has devoted himself to a 50-state tour 
this year where he is visiting 300 animal shelters.

“Jordan’s Way serves as the true “Make A Wish” style company for animals and 
those who help them,” Rotonda wrote.

“As we grow to millions of followers, the combination of our events, my energy, 
and the millions of people watching and sharing, we can 
truly clear the shelter while funding them at the same 
time.

“We have the power of social media today. Let’s use it 
and abuse it for a good cause.”

PAW - Continued from Page 1

Jordan’s Way Charities will be in Fort Madison on Tuesday, March 9 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. for four hours of antics and social media engage-
ment to help raise funds and create awareness of adoptions in and 
around Fort Madison. 

Courtesy Image Jordan’s Way Charities

YouTuber set to help PAW 
Shelter raise funds Tuesday

Follow 
Us

@pencitycurrent
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YOUR AD HERE
for as little as $50 per month

Call Lee at 319.371.4125
or email classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Vinyl Banners

Art
Supplies

Flyers

Posters

Office 
Furniture

B
usiness 

Form
s

Trifold Brochures

P
hoto

C
orrection

Coffee 
Mugs

Office 
Supplies

Printing

T-Shirt Printing

B
usiness C

ards

ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
http://www.grrwa.com
https://www.facebook.com/EternelleBeauteFullServiceSalon/
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
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Classifieds

Mobile Nursing Services
Now Hiring 

Burlington &
Ft. Madison Areas 

We are now hiring additional staff
to meet the needs of our increased 

client base. 
Apply at: 

705 Ave. G, Fort Madison 
Or email: 

mobnurse@mobilenursingservices.com
EOE

RN Case Manager

LPNs

Home Health Aides

Occupational
Therapist

REAL ESTATE LOAN 
AND COMPLIANCE 

OFFICER

Lee County Bank, a progres-
sive, locally owned bank, is 
seeking a qualified individ-
ual for a Real Estate Loan 
and Compliance Officer.  
This person should possess 
strong computer and custom-
er relations skills, the ability 
to work in a team environ-
ment, and a commitment to 
community involvement. Job 
responsibilities include loan 
origination and overseeing 
compliance aspects in the 
Loan Department.  

Competitive compensation 
with excellent benefits pack-
age. Lee County Bank is an 
equal opportunity employer. 
Please submit resume to:

Lee County Bank
ATTN: Chad Ward

PO Box 280
Fort Madison, IA 52627

OR
cward@leecountybank.com

ASSISTANT COUNTY
ATTORNEY

JOB DESCRIPTION:
The Lee County Attorney is accepting applications for a full-
time Assistant County Attorney. Primary duties involve all 
aspects of trial work including daily court appearances, as-
sistance with investigations; charging of criminal cases; inter-
action and training with law enforcement, victim and witness 
contact, representing the State at hearings, trials, and in other 
legal proceedings; and other duties as assigned. The duties 
of this position may change as determined by the County At-
torney.

REQUIREMENTS:
Graduation from an accredited law school and admission to 
practice law in the State of Iowa with a law license in good 
standing and no history of discipline.

Must be able to simultaneously handle multiple areas of re-
sponsibility with minimal supervision, properly prioritizing 
tasks and duties as dictated by changing demands. Must be 
able to simultaneously advance all assigned cases in a large 
trial caseload.

Prior trial experience and prosecution experience is preferred 
but not required.

SALARY:
Salary range to start at $71,300.00 per year commensurate 
with experience, as well as a competitive benefits package. 

Applicants should submit, by email or mail, a cover letter, re-
sume, writing sample, and three references to:

Ross J. Braden
Lee County Attorney

710 Avenue F
Fort Madison, Iowa 52627

rbraden@leecounty.org

Applications must be received by March 19, 2021 at 4:30 PM.

Lee County is an
equal opportunity employer

Iowa State Penitentiary is accepting applications for 
the following positions:

Correctional Officer
Location:

Fort Madison Iowa 

JOB DESCRIPTION: Correctional officers serve as 
the backbone to the correctional system. Their careers 
are both challenging and rewarding as they balance 
their security mission with the mission of helping 
those incarcerated reform themselves into a success-
ful, law-abiding citizen upon their reentry. Once fully 
trained, Correctional Officers can make a lasting im-
pact on an incarcerated person’s life while also helping 
maintain safe and secure correctional facilities. New 
Correctional Officers earn a full time salary as they go 
through their training, and the State offers one of the 
most competitive benefits packages in the private or 
public sector.
Starting Salary: ($20.34/$30.14 (Max)

Correctional Food Service Coordinator
Supervise incarcerated dietary workers in the per-
formance of all assigned duties and responsibilities 
relating to food preparation, tray assembly, meal 
delivery and dietary sanitation. Teach food service 
techniques and procedures to incarcerated individuals. 
Demonstrate ability to prepare food items by frying, 
baking, roasting, etc as appropriate. Monitor food 
temperatures, ensure foods are served and stored at a 
safe temperature. Supervise tray line/main line; ensure 
proper assembly and portions of meals. Demonstrate 
ability in performing stock inventories and purchasing 
requirements. Demonstrate knowledge of weights and 
measures used in determining proper amounts of food 
ingredients for mass food production.
Starting Salary:
($21.46 - $31.56 (Max)

Apply online at
www.governmentjobs.com/careers/iowa

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co. YOUR 

AD 
HERE
319.371.4125

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS
APARTMENTS FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

Ever yone has 
the right to marry.
Not ever yone
has basic rights.
In 31 states, it’s legal to discriminate against LGBT Americans.

The average person is on their device 
3+ hours per day.

Call Lee (319)371.4125

Reach your customers 
wherever they are
with digital ads.

HELP WANTED

mailto:mobnurse%40mobilenursingservices.com?subject=Help%20Wanted%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
mailto:cward@leecountybank.com
mailto:rbraden@leecounty.org
http://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/iowa
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://BeyondIDo.org


make a full throw during competition. I didn’t do a full 
throw in practice until the day before the meet,” Barnes 
said.

“It wasn’t the result I wanted. but considering every-
thing and competing with an injury, it was probably the 
most consistent series of my life.”

Barnes’ throw was a couple feet shy of qualifying for the 
NCAA Indoor Championships next week, but his goal will 
be to get to that level in his next two years.

Barnes is technically in his sophomore year with the 
Hawkeyes. COVID resets wiped out last year’s eligibility 
hit and the NCAA granted everyone an extra year.

So he just completed his sophomore year of indoor 
track and has two remaining. He still has three remaining 
outdoor seasons.

“I guess you could call it a COVID-shirt sophomore 
year,” Barnes quipped.

The son of Sonja Barnes Shipley of Fort Madison started 
serious throwing his senior year with the help of former 
Fort Madison coach Andrew Troxel, who moved back to 
Wisconsin to lead his alma mater’s football program at 
Richland Center High School.

Barnes said he still communicates with Troxel, who 
convinced him if he put in the time and effort as a senior, 
he could potentially throw in college.

At the state track meet his senior year in 2018 for the 
Hounds where the Bloodhound took 4th in Class 3A shot 
put, Barnes had a conversation with the Hawkeyes defen-
sive coordinator about playing football, but didn’t speak 
with anyone from Iowa City about throwing the shot until 
after his freshman year at Indian Hills.

“It has been a goal to get to Iowa, but I didn’t know how 
I was going to get there. During my freshman year I said 
I was going to do this (in junior college) and then I was 
going to go throw at Iowa.”

The investment paid off as Barnes finished ranked 11th 
nationally at the NJCAA level. He then transferred to 
Iowa Central in Fort Dodge for his sophomore year.

At that point he began working with Werskey on his 
craft.

“He’s insanely knowledgeable, especially in the shot put. 
He himself trained under the best throwing coaches of all 
time. He knows how to push me and he knows what my 
goals are and is supportive,” Barnes said. “He has done 
everything possible to set me up for success.”

Part of that is getting physically prepared to compete 
with some of the strongest and disciplined athletes in the 
country.

Barnes said just before the Christmas break and prior to 
tweaking his groin, he pulled up 630 pounds in a dead lift 
and hit 600 pounds on the squat. Barnes said most of his 
throwing strength comes from his legs.

His emotional strength comes from his mother and his 
grandparents Dwight and Cindy Barnes.

“For most of my life she’s been a single parent and raised 

us with support from my grandparents,” he said.
“She instilled in me that if you’re going to do something, 

and not give it 100%, you shouldn’t do it. Go out and try 
to be the best at it.”

He said because of COVID, spectators haven’t been al-
lowed at any of the meets, but Sonja and his grandmother 
surprised him at a meet on the east coast last year.

Sonja said it’s been grueling not seeing her son compete 
as she liked to make trips to the meets when she could.

“It’s so hard. I’m a single mom and I’m not used to miss-
ing anything,” she said. “But thank goodness for all the 
social media platforms and streaming because I’ve been 
able to stay connected to him that way.”

She said she’s also developed a good relationship with 
Werskey and has been able to keep tabs on Elijah’s meets.

She hopes the outdoor season comes with spectators 
and the pandemic slips into the past.

Her son’s success is met with astonishment by some, but 
not to her.

“I guess what I tell people when they say this is crazy, is 
that I see it in him. He’s always been the kid who says, ‘I’m 
going to do this’, and I’ve been the mom who says ‘Noth-
ing’s stopping you’,” she said.

“And he goes out and does it.”
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From the Front

Pothitakis Law Firm Recognized for Professional Excellence

320 North 3rd Street, Suite 100, Burlington, Iowa 52601-0337
1603 Main Street, Keokuk, IA 52632

www.PothitakisLaw.com

Firms included in the 2021 Edition of U.S. News-Best Lawyers “Best Law Firms” are
recognized for professional excellence with consistently impressive ratings from clients and 
peers. To be eligible for a ranking, a firm must first have a lawyer recognized in The Best 
Lawyers in America, which recognizes the top 5% of private practicing lawyers in the United 
States. Achieving a tiered ranking signals a unique combination of quality law practice and 
breadth of legal expertise. Mr. Pothitakis has been named to The Best Lawyers in America in 
2020 and again in 2021.

Barnes still has three years left as a Hawkeye
BARNES - Continued from Page 1

University of 
Iowa junior Elijah 
Barnes, fourth from 
right, worked out 
with some Blood-
hounds Tuesday 
afternoon. Barnes 
finished 6th at 
the Big 10 Indoor 
Championships last 
weekend in Ohio. 

https://www.PothitakisLaw.com/
https://www.myconnectionbank.com/kasasa-cash-back
http://StopTextsStopWrecks.org
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