
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Mondays of Ready-to-Rodeo Week 
are typically a day set aside for the kids and for the first time 
in two years, the kids again took center stage at C.E. “Eddie” 
Richards Arena on the Tri-State Rodeo grounds.

With 2021 being canceled due to the pandemic, fans and 
family loaded the north side of the rodeo arena Monday to 

watch kids of all ages test their skills with livestock and barrels.
Monday night, toward the end of the Hy-Vee pork dinner, 21 

kids dressed up and did their best to earn the title of Lil’ Miss 
Rodeo and All-Around Cowboy.

At the end of the night it was Jansen Swan, a 7-year-old from 
Montrose and Mia Simmons, a 5-year-old from Donnellson 
who walked away with the annual titles of top kid cowboy and 
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RODEO WEEK IS HERE

TRI STATE RODEO 2021:  Kids days kick off Rodeo Week; CINCH Chute-Out Wed.

Supervisors give 
SIREPA $1.95M 
for broadband

COUNTY NEWS

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – The hard work for 
the year is over for 2021 Tri State Rodeo 
Chairman Tony Johnson.

And although his days are still long 
for the next seven days, he’s enjoying the 
fruits of what is really almost two years 
of work. The Tri-State Rodeo’s Ready to 
Rodeo kicked off Saturday as Johnson 
meandered around C.E. “Eddie” Richards 
Arena and talked to volunteers, kids, and 

families at the annual Pancake Breakfast, 
and the Special Kids Rodeo.

Johnson said the Special Kids Rodeo is 
one of the most memorable things he’ll 
take with him from his time as chairman.

“That’s just a great event to be a part of. 
It’s probably the most rewarding thing we 
do.”

Saturday’s attendance was down a bit 
from previous years, but Johnson said 
that’s probably still due to the vulnerabil-
ities of the those who typically come out 
for the event. The pandemic forced the 

cancellation of last year’s rodeo.
Mentors and volunteers usher chil-

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Lee County Supervi-
sors approved an application for $1.95 million 
in county funds to build a fiber optics back-
bone in Lee County from Keokuk to Hwy. 16 
and east to Hwy. 61.

At Tuesday’s regular meeting of the board, 
which was moved from Monday due to the 
Labor Day holiday, the board approved, 5-0, 
to allocate the funds from the county’s share 
of the American Rescue Plan Act funds it has 
already received.

The county has $3.25 million in an interest 
bearing account from a payment received in 
May this year. They are expecting another 
$3.25 million in May 2022.

The map and legend show the proposed 
new fiber optics network that is being 
planned for Lee County. Image courtesy of 
Southeast Iowa Regional & Economic Port 
Authority.

Southeast Iowa Regional Planning Com-
mission Director Mike Norris, serving as an 
administrator for the Southeast Iowa Region-
al and Economic Port Authority (SIREPA) 
spoke to the board about the specifics of the 
funding.

Norris said the funds will be used as 
matching funds for a state grant out of the 
State Office of the Chief Information Officer 
to help offset the costs of building the $5.5 
million fiber optic “backbone” structure in 
Lee County.

Danville Mutual Telephone Co. is the 
company applying for the grant through the 
OCIO, but SIREPA is applying for the match-
ing funds from the county. SIREPA would 
then provide the funding as part of the grant 
qualifications, if the project is approved.

In return SIREPA would own the fiber 
optics main line and lease it back to Danville 
Telecom for 10 years. SIREPA could then use 
those funds for future economic develop-
ment projects. The lease payments to SIREPA 
would amount to 50% of the depreciated 
value of the main fiber optics line over the 10 
year period. Danville Telecom would retain 
ownership of all the residential service lines. 
SIREPA would just own the main line.

The fiber infrastructure would be, as Norris 
called it, “future proof ” because the speed 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

Parker Overberg gets thrown from a calf during the Lil Spurs Rodeo Monday afternoon at C.E. “Eddie” 
Richards Arena. Events for the 2021 Tri State Rodeo kicked off Saturday and run through the end of the 
week.

See PAGEANT, page 4

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
WED 08 Sep .....................................................................Clear, 80º F/ 56º F
THU 09 Sep ....................................................... Broken Clouds, 77º F/ 53º F
FRI 10 Sep .......................................................Sunny and Warm, 81º F/ 55º F

IOWA LOTTERY
LUCKY FOR LIFE 09/06 ............................................. 3 6 18 38 44, Lucky Ball: 8
PICK 3 09/06 MIDDAY .....................................................................................4 1 6
PICK 3 09/06 EVENING .................................................................................. 9 2 2
PICK 4 09/06 MIDDAY ................................................................................ 5 2 3 0
PICK 4 09/06 EVENING ..............................................................................6 5 0 0
POWERBALL 09/06 ........................11 20 22 33 54, Powerball: 24, Power Play: 2

2021 Kids Royalty set:  Swan, Simmons win All-Around Cowboy/Lil Miss Rodeo

See RODEO, page 8
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Past. Present. Future.
Pilot Grove Savings Bank was established on May 12, 
1911 when 23 investors pooled $10,000 to meet the 
banking needs of the local community. Since that day, 
the Bank has continued to grow and prosper, serving 
customers in Southeast Iowa and the tri-state area as 
well as many other locations across the country. With 
customer loyalty on its side, Pilot Grove Savings Bank 
has prospered throughout the years. Now, with 14 
offices, more than 100 employees, over $760 million in 
assets and some of the most technologically advanced 
banking systems available, Pilot Grove Savings Bank’s 
main goal remains as it was in 1911 – to serve the 
customer well.

Donnellson  Fairfield  Fort Madison
Houghton  Keokuk Mt. Pleasant 
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edwardjones.com
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Tony Fullenkamp 
Financial Advisor

1233 Ave H 
Ft Madison, IA 52627 
319-372-8001

OBITUARIES

NANCY S. STUEKERJUERGEN
Nancy Sue Stuekerjuergen, 86, of the Kensington, formerly of West Point passed 

away at 2:40 p.m. Wednesday, September 1, 2021, at The Kensington in Fort Madison, 
Iowa.

Nancy was born on August 20, 1935, the daughter of Henry and 
Hilda (Galle) Sprenger. On October 15, 1955, she married Paul H. 
Stuekerjuergen at St. James the Less Catholic Church, in St. Paul, Iowa. 
He preceded her in death on August 24, 2004.

She is survived by her four sons: Greg (Doris) Stuekerjuergen of 
West Point, Brad (Bonny) Stuekerjuergen of West Point, Kevin (Tami) 
Stuekerjuergen of Donnellson and Dennis (Traci) Stuekerjuergen of 
West Point; two daughters: Paula (Mark) Spiekermeier of West Point 

and Christy (Jerry Wilson) Powell of Fort Madison; fifteen grandchildren; fourteen 
great grandchildren;  three great – great grandchildren; two sisters: Dorothy Betts and 
Isla Stuetelberg; sisters and brother-in-law; Sue Sprenger, Vivian Stuekerjuergen, Phyl-
lis Frey, Mary and Dick Klesner. Also surviving are several nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents; husband; daughter: Amy; granddaughter: 
Shalyn; grandson: Mitch, great grandson: Dante; four brothers and four sisters.

Nancy was a graduate of Fort Madison High School. She worked at Mt. Hamill Tap 
for seventeen years as a waitress. She also worked at Sheaffer Pen and retired after 
twenty years. She was a member of St. Mary of the Assumption Catholic Church in 
West Point. She was an avid bingo player and loved to read, crochet and cross stitch. 
Nancy loved to preserve the wealth of the large garden planted by her husband, Paul. 
She also loved spending time with friends and family at the Idol Inn (Sanford’s Cab-
in).

Friends may call after 12:00 noon Friday, September 3, 2021, at Schmitz Funeral 
Home in West Point, where the family will receive friends from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
A Christian wake service will be held at 6:30 p.m. at the funeral home.

A funeral service will be held at 10:00 a.m. Saturday, September 4, 2021, at Schmitz 
Funeral Home in West Point with Father Dennis Hoffman officiating. Nancy’s service 
will be live streamed and posted to her obituary “Tribute Wall” on our website follow-
ing at: www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.

Burial will be at Calvary Cemetery in West Point.
In lieu of flowers, a memorial has been established in her memory for the West Point 

Library and West Point Fire & Rescue.
Schmitz Funeral Home of West Point is assisting the family with local arrangements. 

Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.

STUEKERJUERGEN

OBITUARIES

HOWARD D. MENKE
Howard Donald Menke, 68, of West Point, Iowa, passed away at 2:56 p.m. Wednes-

day, September 1, 2021, at his home in West Point surrounded by his family.
Howard was born on March 15, 1953, in Fort Madison, Iowa, the son of Arnold G. 

and Anna Marie “Dolly” (Korte) Menke. On July 29, 1978, he married 
Tina J. Siemens at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Fort Madison. 

He is survived by his wife: Tina; one son: Bradley W. (Samantha) 
Menke; one daughter: Kelsey M. (Shawn) Bales; grandchildren: Ni-
lie, Nora, Owen and Mia Menke, Bennett, Hudson and baby Bales on 
the way; siblings: Danny (Brenda) Menke, Greg Menke, Anna (Stan) 
Thornburg, Susan (Merle) Coffey, Eric (Mary) Menke and sister-in-law: 
Susan Menke. Also surviving are several nieces, nephews, cousins and 

two aunts.
He was preceded in death by his parents and two brothers: Harold and Tom Menke.
Howard was a graduate of Fort Madison Community High School. He was a retired 

material specialist at Case New Holland. He was a member of St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church, Fort Madison Knights of Columbus and the International Order of Odd Fel-
lows. He served on the Wever Fire and Rescue for over thirty years. Howard enjoyed 
coaching and playing baseball and softball, golfing, camping, playing cards, attending 
the Tri-State Rodeo and his horse with “no name”. He was an avid Chicago Cubs, Bears 
and Iowa Hawkeye fan. His family was of most importance to him.

The family received friends from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Sunday, September 5, 2021, 
at Schmitz Funeral Home in West Point where an Odd Fellows Service was held  at 
1:30 p.m. and a parish rosary was recited at 3:30 p.m.A Mass of Christian burial was 
held at 10:00 a.m. Monday, September 6, 2021, at St. Mary of the Assumption Catho-
lic Church with Father Dennis Hoffman as celebrant. The mass was livestreamed on 
the church Facebook page and posted on his obituary “Tribute Wall” on our website 
following the service at: www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.

Following the Mass of Christian burial, his body has been entrusted to Schmitz 
Funeral Home for cremation.

Burial will be at Appanoose Township Cemetery at a later date.
In lieu of flowers, a memorials have been established in his memory for Wever Fire 

and Rescue, West Point Fire and Rescue or Southeast Iowa Regional Home Health 
Care and Hospice.

Schmitz Funeral Home of West Point is assisting the family with local arrangements. 
Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.

MENKE
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1001 Avenue H, Suite 2 • Fort Madison

(319) 316-6016
Locally Owned and Operated

It has been our great pleasure to serve you during our first year in business.
We look forward to many, many more!

Thank You for a Successful Year!
Ask about our Anniversary Specials! 

 Bonny Buyer, May 7, 2019   9

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA 
52627
Tony@tawins.com

W-2319018

MIDWEST OLD
THRESHERS REUNION

Grandstand Entertainment
Sat. Aug 31st

Joe Diffie

ATTENTION MUSICIANS!
We want YOU! New event in
Montrose, IA starting Sat. May
4th at 1pm behind the Fire
Station at Picken Park. Event
will be held 1st Sat of month
thru Sept. Call Linda Johnson
at 319-795-3675 for more info.

LEARN BASIC HYPNOSIS: 3-
day training seminar, taught by
Master Hypnotist Norma Dav-
is. $100 per person. Call 319-
470-6391 to reserve a seat.
May 22nd, 23rd, & 24th.

HAULING ANY Junk, Metal,
etc. Price by job. Call 319-528-
2807 for more info.

FREE: 4 railroad ties. 319-
463-7519

TO GIVE AWAY: 1 yr. old
round toilet. 319-372-4444

Reach over 111,000
potential local buyers!
Selling an item? We can help!
Call the Bonny Buyer today
to find out how you can get

your item seen by over
111,000 potential locals

buyers with our
MVP network of papers.

(319)372-6421

FOR SALE: 2011 Honda CR-
V EX-L, 78k mi., new Michelin
tires, 4WD, 2.4L engine, moon
roof. 319-212-0269

FOR SALE: 2008 Mitsubishi
Lancer 4-dr. Very clean, GPS.
$4,700 OBO. 319-372-1628 or
319-470-3581

VERY CLEAN, excellent con-
dition: 2012 Ford F150 Crew
Cab XLT 4WD 5.0L V8,
M i l e a g e  9 2 , 2 2 1 ,  V I N
1FTFW1EF8CF343360, tow-
ing camper/pkg, alum wheels,
bed liner, fixed running boards,
power seat.  Make an offer to
The Hub-Co Credit Union, 310
Bank St., Keokuk, IA  52632
by phone, in person or mail.
Asking $18,500.  Accepting of-
fers through 5/10/2019.

FOR SALE: 2007 Ford F-150
XLT Triton package, 4x4, 4.6L
V8, 95,918 mi., tow package,
t i l t  wheel ,  cru ise,  power
locks/windows, red in color
w/black topper. $10,600. 319-
201-0950

FOR SALE: 1999 Toyota Ta-
coma, 114,900 mi., 2WD, pre-
runner, V6, auto., extended
cab, tow package, very good
cond., $6500. 319-470-3981

319-372-5201
Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA
52627
Tony@tawins.com

Fort Colony Restaurant
Open 7 Days A Week
DAILY SPECIALS
Breakfast All Day

(319) 372-5759
5102 Ave. O

Fort Madison, IA 52627

Agnes B. Schiller, 98, of Ft. Madison, passed away on 
Thursday, September 2, 2021 at 7:50 PM at The Kens-
ington.

 She was born on March 3, 1923 in 
LaCrew, IA to Nathan and Blanche But-
trick Nelson.  Agnes was a graduate of 
Bonaparte High School and in her early 
years she worked at Sheaffer Pen Com-
pany where she met her Oscar.  On April 
3, 1947 she married Oscar C. Schiller 
in Ft. Madison and he passed away on 

February 6, 1998.  Agnes worked in food service for the 
Ft. Madison High School and was a member of St. John 
United Church of Christ.  Agnes loved to cook and go 
out to eat.  She and Oscar loved traveling together and 
they also enjoyed gardening.

Survivors include one son, Randal (Beverly) Schiller 
of Basalt, CO; one daughter, Marcia Armstrong of Ft. 
Madison; three grandchildren, Deanna (Frank) Arm-
strong, Drew & Crystal Schiller and Lindsay & Chris 
Dunkin; four great grandchildren, Jace & Beck Dunkin 
and twins, Christopher & Heath Schiller; one sister, 
Ilene Sauer of Bellingham, WA; several nieces and 
nephews.   She was preceded in death by her parents, 
husband, two brothers and two sisters.  

Per her wishes, cremation has been entrusted to 
King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory.  There will 
be a private family graveside service that will be held 
at Soldiers’ Circle, Oakland Cemetery with Rev. Jim 
Luder officiating.   The family requests that masks and 
social distancing be required. The graveside service will 
be able to be viewed after the graveside service at www.
kinglynk.com.

A memorial has been established for St. John United 
Church of Christ and online condolences may be left at 
www.kinglynk.com.

OBITUARIES

AGNES B. SCHILLER

SCHILLER

OBITUARIES

Ruth I. Blint, 101, of Mediapolis, IA, passed away at 
12:00 a.m. on Friday, September 3, 2021 at Prairie Ridge 
Care Center in Mediapolis.  She was born on October 22, 

1919 in Stockport, IA to Fredrick & Jessie 
Wise Smith.  She worked at the Iowa Army 
Ammunition Plant for several years and 
finished her career at Winegard Company 
in Burlington.  She enjoyed watching the 
Grand Old Opry & professional wrestling 
and cooking for her family.  She also en-
joyed watching her grandchildren grow.

Ruth is survived by: 1-granddaughter: Tammy (Randy) 
Strunk of Donnellson, IA; 3-great grandchildren: Ashley 
(Adam) Hayes of West Point, IA, Jacob (Kristen) Strunk of 
Argyle, IA & Jared Strunk of Donnellson, IA and 3-great 
great grandchildren: Hudson, Hinnsley & Gannon.  She 
was preceded in death by her parents and 1-son.

Cremation has been entrusted to the care of King-
Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory in Fort Madison, IA.  
A private family celebration of life will be held at a later 
date.  Online condolences to Ruth’s family may be left at 
the King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory website: www.
kinglynk.com.

RUTH I. BLINT

BLINT

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck (319)371.1670

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

CEDAR RAPIDS – For the third year in a row, Alli-
ant Energy was named on Site Selection magazine’s Top 
Utility in Economic Development list. The annual list 
recognizes the company for its contributions to com-
munity development and job creation. 

In its September issue, Site Selection credits Alliant 
Energy’s economic development team, in collabora-
tion with local, regional and state partners in Iowa and 
Wisconsin, for delivering more than $906 million in 
new capital investment and more than 2,200 new jobs 
in 2020. The 21 Iowa-based projects alone account for 
nearly $580 million in capital investment and created 
1,540 jobs.

Alliant Energy is one of 20 companies nationally 
named to the list and the only one in Iowa. In all, there 
are 3,300 utility companies, including 900 electric co-
operatives, in the United States.

Alliant Energy has embraced new technologies to 
help them achieve their goals, and continues to adapt 
and become more resilient and reliable. 

Alliant makes Top Utility list

https://www.facebook.com/people/Clear-View-Vision-Center/100057067195694/
https://www.tristaterodeo.org/
mailto:tony%40tawins.com?subject=Wellmark%20Medicare%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
https://www.facebook.com/Fort-Colony-Family-Restaurant-585425405151709/
https://www.facebook.com/LCK-Roofing-Repair-197144640733531/
http://www.kinglynk.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
http://www.kinglynk.com


4 - Pen City Current - Wednesday, September 8, 2021

From the Front

We’re in this Together.
Protect your family & community:

COVER COUGHS & SNEEZES
STAY HOME WHEN ILL
WASH HANDS OFTEN

#3 John Bennett Drive#3 John Bennett Drive
Fort MadisonFort Madison

www.leecountyhd.orgwww.leecountyhd.org

(319) 372.5225(319) 372.5225

Serving Southeast Iowa, Northeast Missouri, & West-Central Illinois for 58 years
Auto • Home • Health •Business • Life • Farm • Crop

Looking for Stability?
We have a long track record with the companies
we represent, including:

• Nationwide – 58 years • IMT Insurance – 47 years
• Progressive – 37 years • United Fire Group – 37 years
• Continental Western Group – 27 years
• Auto Owners Insurance – 16 years

307 5th Street West Point | 319-837-6178
 or 800-292-2208 | www.fullenkampins.com
Open Monday through Friday 7:30 - 5:00
& Saturday 8:30 - 11 or by appointment

cowgirl.
Swan is the son of Cody and Keegan Swan, while Simmons is the daughter of Justine 

Johnson and Jake Simmons.
Swan belted out a shortened version of a song about a six pack, of Coca-Cola, and 

Simmons did a little song and air guitar complete with guitar to take the titles.
The day started with the Lil Spurs Rodeo where kids from ages 3 to 14 rode calves, 

sheep and stick horses, and even tried to chase down some greased pigs to the delight of 
a full VIP section that even spilled out into the regular grandstands.

Lil Spurs Chairman Scott Meller said some logistical changes were the only hiccup to 
the day, but the volunteers pulled off another great rodeo for the kids.

“It went very well, I think. It was a little warm, but it seemed everyone enjoyed their 
day. We had a lot of volunteers again and that always helps,” he said.

“The volunteers are literally the biggest part of this aside from the kids, and there are 
so many moving parts that people don’t get to see down below with trying to get live-
stock and kids ready and positioned.”

The Connection Bank crows nest where announcing and judging for all rodeo events 
takes place is typically on the northwest corner of the arena, but that was moved at the 
last minute to above the east grandstands, so volunteers had to adjust to where they 
were relaying event information and chute action, but Meller said it was a small adjust-
ment to an otherwise successful day.

“It was a different vantage point and communication was a bit different this time be-
cause we’re not in line of sight anymore so we may have to tinker with that a bit,” he said.

Attendance was back to pre-pandemic levels at both events and the evening dinner.
“I don’t have any real numbers yet. I think some people left a bit early because of the 

heat and sitting in the sun for several hours, but I think it was another successful Lil 
Spurs,” Meller said.

Trish Eaves-Fedler said she was very happy with the crowd, the number of partici-
pants in the pageant, and the great support of the community.

“This was an amazing night. The crowd was great, the kids were excited. This is prob-
ably the most money we’ve raised with the canisters in all the time I’ve been involved. I 
think we’re all so excited to be here and be back at it.”

The money raised from the canisters goes to help defray costs associated with the Miss 
Rodeo pageant and the year long commitment of the winners of that pageant.

Eaves-Fedler said the number of participants in the pageant was higher than it’s been 
in the past several years and the show moved easily.

“It’s been a while since we’ve had that number of kids. The number of girls is always 
a little higher, but I think the most I’ve seen since I’ve been here is 28, so 21 is a great 
number and we got done in great time.”

The 1st Runner-Up for Lil Miss Rodeo was Ali Bergmann, 5, the daughter of Beau 
and Megan Bergmanm of Mt. Pleasant. The 2nd Runner-Up was Mallory Weirather, 7, 
daughter of Jordan and Taylor Weirather of Montrose.

First Runner-Up for All-Around Cowboy was Lane Palmer, 6, son of Cory and Me-
lissa Palmer of Keokuk. Miles Eastin, 7, son of Chi Eastin of Fort Madison was the 2nd 
runner-up.

PAGEANT - Continued from Page 1

 Pageant sets record for 
amount of canister donations

Above, Mia Simmons gets decorated after being named the 2021 Lil’ 
Miss Rodeo at the Tri State Rodeo Fairgrounds. Below, Jansen Swan 
gets his sash as the 2021 All-Around Cowboy at the end of Monday 
night’s pageant.

Photos by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

http://www.leecountyhd.org
http://www.fullenkampins.com
https://direct.chownow.com/order/7299/locations/9753
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www.DrMarkDDS.com

Now Accepting New Patients.

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753-2515

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry
319-372-3614

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry West

319-372-4882

6 Convenient Locations to Serve You
Pothitakis Dentistry

Fort Madison United Methodist Church

A Fort Madison Tradition. Proceeds will support local missions.

Rodeo Luncheon
Saturday, September 11th 
Serving begins after the 
Rodeo Parade til 1:00pm

Chicken & Loose Beef Sandwiches, 
Homemade Ice Cream, 

Pies and Cake, & MORE!

9th Street & Avenue E 
Fort Madison

No. 1 Nikes spoil Hawks 
gym christening

BY JOHN BOHNENKAMP
PCC SPORTS

DONNELLSON - Central Lee’s vol-
leyball team got to play in its new gym 
for the first time on Tuesday night.

The 25-15, 25-13, 25-11 loss to top-
ranked (Class 1A) and defending state 
champion Notre Dame was another 
lesson in the young season for the 
Hawks.

“Notre Dame, they’re a state champi-
on team, so they’re good,” Central Lee 
coach Amy Cook said. “We want to 
play people like that. It’s only going to 
make us better.”

The new gym was finished just hours 
before the match — the bleachers were 
finished late Monday night, and the 
fire marshal inspection was completed 
Tuesday morning. So the Hawks didn’t 
have much time to get acquainted with 
their new home.

“It’s nice to be in here — it was our 
first time to be in here, too,” Cook said. 
“We’re very fortunate to have this, for 
sure.”

The Hawks (3-4 overall, 0-2 SEI 

Superconference South Division) 
stayed close to the Nikes (14-4, 2-0) 
in the early part of each of the three 
games before Notre Dame would go 
on big runs. The Nikes scored seven 
consecutive points to erase a 7-6 lead 
to Central Lee in the opening game, 10 
consecutive points after being up 14-12 
in the second game, and the final eight 
points of the third game.

“They can spray the court pretty 
good,” Cook said. “Our passing wasn’t 
there to where we could run a quick of-
fense. We need to hone in on that, too.”

Gabriella Deery led Notre Dame with 
nine kills, while Joslyn Bentz had five. 
Meghan Hopp led Central Lee with six 
kills and eight digs.

It is still early in the season, and 
quite early in the life of the Hawks’ new 
home. The victories, Cook said, will 
come with work.

“We need to work more on our pass-
ing, and sealing the block,” Cook said. 
“The girls are good, they recognize 
what they need to (work on), and we’ll 
get better.”

Notre Dame, Central 
Lee girls play first 
game in Hawks’ new 
gymnasium

of the service would be dependent on the 
equipment at the ends of the line and could 
be upgraded without rerunning and replac-
ing the line. The new project would bring 
service to about 120 rural homes in Lee 
County.

The state is targeting Tier 1 areas, which 
are areas with service less than 25 mbps 
download speeds and 3 mbps upload. Norris 
said current mapping is not correct on those 
services in Lee County, and shows more 
coverage that is actually provided.

Supervisor Garry Seyb said the project 
is just what the county was looking for in 
terms of the ARPA funding allocation.

“This sets up future expansion of service 
in Lee County,” Seyb said. “Without this, we 
would struggle to get that.”

Norris said the timeline for the work is 
still fluid, but he said if all goes according to 
plan, work could begin in the next 15 to 18 
months and then service would be available 
about 15 months after that.

“These are really terrible ranges I’m giving 
you, it’s really kind of a spit in the wind, 
but I would say between two and two and a 
half years is when we would have megabips 
flowing,” Norris said.

If Danville Telecom’s project isn’t approved 
for funding, which Norris said could come 
any day now, then he would come back 
to the board with the best option moving 

forward.
Danville Telecom’s request from the OCIO 

is $3.459 million. The $1.95 million request 
from SIREPA on behalf of the project would 
make up the rest of the project funding. 
Norris said there are some engineering costs 
that aren’t done in Lee County, but the rest 
of the money would go toward construction 
and administration costs locally.

The county had allocated 30% of the 
APRA funds to broadband expansion. This 
approval would constitute that full allocation 
from the county’s expected $6.5 million in 
ARPA funds.

However, Seyb said other companies inter-
ested in broadband projects in Lee County 
should submit applications for funding be-
cause as of yet the Danville Telecom project 
hasn’t been approved. He also said other ar-
eas of allocation, such as child care, tourism, 
county projects etc. could come up short of 
the funding total, which would allow those 
extra funds to be used elsewhere.

The panel overseeing the funds recom-
mended eliminating non-profits from the 
previous allocation formula under guidance 
from the Iowa State Association of Counties. 
They had allocated 5% of the ARPA Funds 
to non-profit requests, but those funds were 
re-allocated to pay for a fund administrator 
at 3%, while the other 2% was moved into 
the county projects allocation.

COUNTY - Continued from Page 1

Non-profits could lose county ARPA funds

http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
https://www.facebook.com/CompleteRentalFM/
https://www.facebook.com/FortMUMC/
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Agent Photo Agent Info

Disclosure

Coverage that works
when they can’t

Let’s face it — accidents can happen in any workplace.  
Farm Bureau Workers’ Compensation insurance can 
protect you, as the owner, from the high cost of 
unexpected injuries to your employees. Call me to 
schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable 
resource — your employees — are protected.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company* & Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services WC010 (7-16)
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Complete Comfort. Affordable Price.

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service • Never An Overtime Charge
FREE Estimates • Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Full Service 
HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison,

Burlington, and
surrounding areas
with over 30 Years 

Experience!

FM POLICE DEPARTMENT
PATROL CAPTAIN

• Hourly, non-exempt, 2184 hours annually
• Base Wage $73,800 plus overtime, shift 
differential, longevity, and educational pre-
mium
• Benefits include uniforms, health/drug in-
surance, paid holidays, paid vacation, per-
sonal days, sick days, deferred compensa-

tion
• Supplemental pre-tax insurance available
• $10,000 hiring incentive, DAQ
• 20-mile residency within one year of employment

DESCRIPTION:      
Fort Madison is a thriving community in Iowa with a pop-
ulation of 10,200. Located along the Mississippi River, we 
are regarded for our parks, schools, manufacturing base, 
and being the home of the Tri-State Rodeo. Recent ini-
tiatives undertaken by the city has driven changes and 
created economic development. In response, the Police 
Department has begun reforms to broaden services, cre-
ate new staffing assignments, and implement the latest 
in technology. 
To reach our goals, we are seeking qualified individuals 
to apply for this senior-level position. Each captain super-
vises a single, 12-hour shift, working cycles of 7 rotating 
days in a 2-week period. The department is composed of 
20 sworn positions and 3 civilian staff members, includ-
ing a drug task force, community service, and a school 
resource officer.

QUALIFICATIONS:         
Applicants must be law enforcement certified and meet 
ILEA standards for fitness, medical, and psychological re-
quirements. Must possess an Iowa driver’s license and 
have abilities as defined in the department job descrip-
tion. A bachelor’s degree in criminal justice or a related 
field is preferred, along with 10 years of job experience 
and supervisory background. Supplemental supervisory 
training certification, such as FBI-NA or Northwestern 
SPSC is desired. For the right individual, any combination 
of education, experience, and demonstrated abilities may 
be considered.

TO APPLY:         
Interested persons may submit requests for a PDF appli-
cation packet to: fmpd@fortmadisonpd.com  or, obtained 
in person M-F 7:00 AM-4:30 PM at the Police Department 
lobby at 811 Avenue E, Fort Madison, IA 52627. The City 
of Fort Madison is an Equal Opportunity Employer. The 
deadline for applications is October 1st, 2021 at 4:30 PM, 
or until the position is filled.

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Short-Term Rehabilitation
Long-Term Care

Memory Care
Ventilator Care

NOW HIRING RN, LPN, & CNA POSITIONS

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

Vinyl Banners

Art
Supplies

Flyers

Posters

Office 
Furniture

B
usiness 

Form
s

Trifold Brochures

P
hoto

C
orrection

Coffee 
Mugs

Office 
Supplies

Printing

T-Shirt Printing

B
usiness C

ards

ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

BUSINESS DIRECTORY PUBLIC NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources

NEW CONSTRUCTION
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sealed bids will be 
received by the Iowa 
Department of Natural 
Resources, Engineering 
Bureau, at the Wallace 
State Office Building, 
502 East 9th Street, Des 
Moines, Iowa 50319-0034 
until 11:00 A.M., Septem-
ber 23, 2021 for the public 
improvement projects 
listed below, at which 
time they will be opened 
publicly.  In addition to 
attending the bid opening 
in person, interested par-
ties may also call in to the 
following number to listen 
to the bid opening:

Conference call num-
ber: (617) 675-4444

PIN: 144 768 110 
7295#

In order to improve 
sound quality, please 
mute your phone by 
pressing *6.  If you have 
questions, you can 
unmute your phone by 

pressing *6.
***Please Note: emailed 

bids will no longer be 
accepted; all bids must be 
submitted via hard copy 
originals***

If you intend to 
hand-deliver your sealed 
Bid Proposal and Pro-
posal Guarantee Bond, 
you will need to enter the 
Wallace Building through 
the main entrance/front 
doors. This is the only en-
trance open to the public. 
Upon arrival, please use 
the phone by the sliding 
glass doors that lead to 
the front elevators, to call 
the front desk and a DNR 
Receptionist will come 
down to obtain the sealed 
bid documents and to 
date and time stamp 
them. On the bid opening 
day, a DNR Receptionist 
will be available in the 
lobby to receive sealed 
bid documents and to 
date and time stamp them 
upon arrival. No bids 
shall be accepted by FAX 
OR EMAIL. After the bid 
opening, information con-
cerning bid results may 
be obtained by visiting the 

HELP WANTED

https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
mailto:fmpd@fortmadisonpd.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
https://www.themadison.biz/
http://www.grrwa.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
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Please visit conagrabrands.com/careers to apply!

INCREASED STARTING WAGE

Conagra Brands in Fort Madison, IA is EXPANDING! 
INCREASED starting wage for Production Technicians!

Check out additional details and job openings
at conagrabrands.com/careers and search for Fort Madison, IA.

Production Technician
•  Starting pay is $18.58 per hour
• Advance to $20.20 per hour within 12 months
• Advance to $22.38 per hour within 30 months
• Annual pay increases per contract
• $137 Company Contribution to your pension 

from date of hire
• 3% Company Match to 401(k)

PRODUCTION TECHNICIANS

2136 Green Bay Rd
Wever, IA 52658
319-372-7852

Now Hiring!

Marine Facility 
Operations

& Maintenance
Benefits Included 
Full & Part Time

Positions Available 

Heartland Co-op is an 
Equal Opportunity

Employer (EOE-AA)
committed to advancing 

diversity in the work-
place. Post offer ... 
pre-employment 
drug screen, job

physical, & physical 
capacity profile required.

FOR JOB INFO
& TO APPLY VISIT: 

heartlandcoop.com
Career Opportunities, 

Wever

Church Choir
Accompanist Wanted

This person will accompa-
ny the choir for the 9:00am 
traditional worship service. 
A strong candidate will have 
experience in accompany-
ing and have knowledge of 
a wide variety of musical 
styles. Piano/keyboard pro-
ficiency required. Candidate 
must have good organiza-
tional skills and have music 
prepared for practice held 
each Wednesday evening 
(September-May). Candidate 
will collaborate with both the 
Choir director and support 
First Christian Church’s mu-
sic ministry. 

Please send cover letter
and resume to

First Christian Church
Attn: Personnel Committee 

3476 Main Street
Keokuk, IA 52632

Must be 18 years of age or 
older. Construction expe-
rience required. Must be 
willing to work at least 40 
hours a week. Have a valid 
driver’s license. Vacation 
and 401k package offered 
after first year.

Apply in person at
Tri-State Outdoor Products

1519 Hwy 218
West Point, IA
319-469-3636

FENCE AND DECK
INSTALLER

HELP WANTED

PUBLIC NOTICES
Department’s website at 
www.iowadnr.gov. 

Note: The United States 
Postal Service (USPS) 
does not deliver mail or 
packages directly to the 
address provided above 
but rather to the Capitol 
Complex Mail Room.  Ex-
tra time should be allotted 
for proposals sent by the 
USPS.  The Iowa Depart-
ment of Natural Resourc-
es shall not consider bids 
if they are not received by 
the Department of Natural 
Resources, either at its 
mail room or at its Fourth 
Floor Reception Desk, 
by the time and date 
described in this Notice 

to Bidders, regardless 
of whether the bid was 
mailed prior to that time 
and date or whether the 
bid was received at the 
Capitol Complex Mail 
Room or other state gov-
ernment location prior to 
that time and date. 

Project documents, 
including drawings, spec-
ifications, proposal forms 
and addenda items for 
the project are available 
at Beeline and Blue, at 
2507 Ingersoll Ave., Des 
Moines, Iowa 50312. 
Please visit www.beelin-
eandblue.com or contact 
(515) 244-1611 for more 
information. Alternatively, 

Bid Documents can be 
viewed or printed online 
at https://programs.iowad-
nr.gov/engreal/projectlist.
asp.

The Department shall 
comply with all public im-
provement procurement 
laws, as outlined in the 
plans and specifications 
and including but not limit-
ed to: Iowa Code chap-
ter 26 related to public 
construction bidding; Iowa 
Code chapter 73 relat-
ed to preferences; Iowa 
Code chapter 573 related 
to labor and materials 
on public improvements; 
rules promulgated by the 
Department of Adminis-
trative Services – General 

Services Enterprise as 
they may apply; rules 
promulgated by the De-
partment of Natural Re-
sources and the Natural 
Resources Commission, 
as they may apply; and 
any federal statutes, rules 
and/or executive orders 
that may be associated 
depending on funding 
sources.  Bidders shall 
comply with these laws 
to be considered and are 
encouraged to be familiar 
with public improvement 
procurement require-
ments and the bidding 
documents before submit-
ting a bid.   

Each bidder shall 
accompany the bid with a 

bid security as defined in 
Iowa code section 26.8.  
The bid security must be 
in an amount set forth in 
the bidding documents 
and made payable to the 
Iowa Department of Nat-
ural Resources. Failure to 
execute a contract for the 
proposed work and file an 
acceptable Performance 
Bond in an amount equal 
to 100% of the contract 
price and a certificate of 
liability insurance within 
thirty (30) days of the 
date of the award of the 
contract will be just and 
sufficient cause for the 
rescinding of the award 
and the forfeiture of the 
bid security. 

UNION COUNTY
PROJECT

NO. 19-04-88-01
 
Three Mile Lake
Restoration Phase 1
Proposal Guarantee: 

$25,000.00
Completion Date: 

6/30/2022
Project Description:
This project consists 

of constructing two new 
sediment ponds, digging 
out two existing sediment 
ponds, and improving 
an existing stream by 
constructing floodplain 
benches and log vanes.

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS

The average person is on their device 3+ hours per day.

Call Lee (319)371.4125
or Chuck (319)371.1670

Reach your customers wherever 
they are with digital ads.

YOUR 
AD 

HERE
319.371.4125

https://careers.conagrabrands.com/
http://www.TOHaas.com
http://heartlandcoop.com
http://www.iowadnr.gov
http://www.beelineandblue.com
http://www.beelineandblue.com
https://programs.iowadnr.gov/engreal/projectlist.asp
https://programs.iowadnr.gov/engreal/projectlist.asp
https://programs.iowadnr.gov/engreal/projectlist.asp
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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From the Front

DO 
YOUR 
PART

Great River Regional
Waste Authority

urges you
to wear gloves

when moving bins 
or residential trash pick-up.

Workers can touch
over 2000 bins a day

before even touching yours.
Don’t forget to wash your hands 

after bringing in your bin!

WWW.GRRWA.COM

for your 
community

dren and adults alike with disabilities to experience horse rides, barrel riding, roping and 
calf riding for several hours as MC Craig Kelly, who’s also this year’s Tri State Rodeo Parade 
Grand Marshal, runs around getting everyone a turn on the microphone, including the kids 
and adults.

Lisa Woods has been running the event for almost two decades as this is the 20th year of 
setting aside time on the Saturday before Rodeo at the rodeo grounds to welcome those phys-
ically and mentally challenged.

Johnson said ticket sales have been brisk. A check on Thursday showed the Wednesday 
night Cinch Shoot-out almost sold out. But Johnson said walk-up sales will probably be better 
than ever as people are anxious to get back to the rodeo.

Campers have been rolling down 15th Street from the Hwy. 61 bypass all week and the 
grounds are teeming with people who are taking an extended Labor Day weekend to watch 
some of the best cowboy action in the Midwest. You could take that a step further with it 
being one of the top outdoor rodeos in the country.

“Obviously not having 2020 we really don’t have anything to compare it to for last year. 
But we are right in line and maybe just a hair above of 2019 and that was great year. If we can 
match those it’s going to be a very successful year for the rodeo,” Johnson said.

“If we can be on the pace of 2019 we’ll be happy with that. We’ll see a lot of walk up sales 
this year. People are waiting to see what the weather is like, just like they always do. So let’s 
hope the rain stays away.”

Thursday through Saturday is the regular PRCA Rodeo action brought by Cervi Rodeo. The 
buckin’, ropin’ and ridin’ action gets underway at 7 p.m. Thursday is Tough Enough to Wear 
Pink Night and then Nelly hits the stage.

‘Who doesn’t know who Nelly is?,” Johnson said. “We kind of took an unfortunate situa-
tion (in last year) when an act cancelled on us at the last minute. This was an opportunity we 
thought we should take and obviously it’s not full-on country, but he does some cross-over 
stuff with Florida-Georgia Line.”

The rodeo got another small setback this year when Mark Chestnut cancelled due to a back 
issue, but the rodeo’s talent agent went to work and secured Tyler Rich, who fits into Friday’s 
90’s theme.

“He’s kind of an up-and-comer but fits that theme well. He’s got three or four singles chart-
ed and has another out right now. He’s gonna do a good show and will open for David Lee 
Murphy. He did fill in for Mark about a month ago somewhere else to a very goo reception,” 
Johnson said.

Saturday’s wrap up night following the Tri-State Rodeo Parade Saturday morning, will carry 
a military and first responder theme due to the day falling on the 20th Anniversary of 9/11.

“Everybody active military or retired will get a free ticket and then the local law enforce-
ment agencies and first responders will be catching Billy Reid’s flag as he comes in out of the 
sky,” Johnson said.

Cole Swindell will be the main stage entertainment Saturday. The Bud Light Stockyard is 
the location for all the post main stage music.

Rodeo buttons can be purchase on site for all the Ready to Rodeo events. Tickets for the 
nightly performances can be purchased at the ticket window on the southeast corner of the 
rodeo grounds, or online at the following link: https://www.tristaterodeo.org/.

Ticket sales brisk for this 
year’s featured rodeo nights
RODEO - Continued from Page 1

The rodeo bullfighter’s work is never done. Piper McGee gets saved 
from a runaway sheep during the Mutton Bustin’ competition Monday 
at the Lil Spurs Rodeo at C. E. “Eddie” Richards arena on the Tri State 
Rodeo grounds.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

http://www.grrwa.com
https://www.tristaterodeo.org/


SUPERHERO 

RIDE FOR BABY 

ELIAS 
BENEFIT POKER RUN 

Come celebrate the life of Elias 

Allen Alexander 

 

 

 

“Our own personal superhero” 

 

Took pictures on the ride? Throw 
#CaptainElias on your post so we can all 
share the memories!  

 

“Have no fear, Captain Elias is 
here!” 

ALL VEHICLES WELCOME 
September 25, 2021 

Registration 10am- NOON 

Kickstands up at 12:15 

Last bike in at 6pm 

$10/bike-$15/2 riders 

Route: 

Sign up Montrose Sandbar-Montrose 

Charleston Board of Trade –Charleston 

The Stumble Inn – Donnellson 

Fourth Street – West Point 

Tena’s Tap – Ft. Madison 

Finish – Montrose Sandbar 

Best Hand called at 6:15pm 

Silent Auction 10-7:30 

50/50 Raffle Winner called at 8:30pm 

Free Will Donation Dinner 6-8 

Stay for Lip Sync Battle in honor of another 
soul taken too soon, Molly Hurley  

Proceeds of ride will go to family for 
medical expenses  

T shirts will be available at SandBar – 
limited supply 

Preorder Available on the event page – 
Must pay in advance  

$15 for preorder - $20 day off 

 

Baskets and donations for auction are 
welcomed and appreciated! 

 





United Way
Spaghetti Dinner

M O N D A Y ,  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 ,   2 0 2 1

K E O K U K  Y A C H T  C L U B
2 0 2 9  R I V E R  R O A D
K E O K U K ,  I A

T I C K E T S  $ 1 0 . 0 0

 5 - 8  P M
D I N E  I N  O R  C A R R Y

O U T

DINNER INCLUDES SPAGHETTI  &  MEATBALLS,  
GARLIC BREAD,  S IDE SALAD,  ICED TEA &

DESSERT

G E T  Y O U R  T I C K E T S  A T  T H E
U N I T E D  W A Y  O F F I C E S  I N
K E O K U K  O R  F O R T  M A D I S O N  O R
F R O M  A N Y  U N I T E D  W A Y
B O A R D  M E M B E R  O R  S T A F F  O R
P A Y  W H E N  Y O U  G E T  T H E R E .

Fundraiser

https://www.unitedwaygrr.org
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