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Our annual Year in Review: This week we look back at the news and images that shaped 2020

www.pencitycurrent.com

JAN. 10, 2020:  Carbon monoxide to blame in Denmark woman’s death

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

DENMARK – Area law enforcement suspect carbon mon-
oxide poisoning may have caused the death of a Denmark 
woman and sent her husband to the hospital early Thursday 
morning.

Denmark Fire & Rescue personnel along with Lee County 
EMS and the Lee County Sheriff ’s Dept. were called to the 

1400 block of 295th Avenue just north of Hwy. 16 on the west 
side of Denmark where two adults were found in a home.

Rescue crews pulled the victims from the building at 
around 7:45 a.m. and began ventilating the home.

Joan Lee Stevenson Pumphrey Walker, 87, of Denmark 
died as a result of the incident. Her husband Randall Walker 
was taken to an area hospital. No condition report on him 
was available.

Lee County Sheriff Stacy Weber said findings won’t be 
confirmed until toxicology reports are returned.

“Our office suspects this is possibly carbon monoxide 
poisoning and our thoughts and prayers are with the family,” 
Weber said Friday.

JAN. 6, 2020
Area man tazed after chase through Lee County

LEE COUNTY – An area man was 
tased and taken into custody after 
being stopped by area law enforcement 
Monday afternoon.

The name and age of the individual 

has not been released, but Lee Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s deputies along with Iowa 
Motor Vehicle Enforcement, Iowa State 
Patrol and West Point Police scram-
bled to capture a man who allegedly 
rammed a vehicle in the 1800 block of 
345th Avenue near Wever, and then 
got out and punctured the tires of the 
vehicle.

A chased then ensued westbound 
on Highway 16 through Denmark at 
speeds betweeen 60-80 mph. Authori-
ties deployed stop sticks in his path and 
punctured the right front tire.

The suspect continued on the tire 
and made a northbound turn on 265th 
Avenue where the vehicle became dis-
abled and pulled off the road. 

FORT MADISON - Despite the radiant light of the beauti-
ful face above…our world is darker forever.

After a two-year battle with pulmonary hypertension, an 
idiopathic siege, that served side-by-side with the debilitation 
of Type 1 diabetes, our youngest daughter Kelsey was taken 
from us at 6 a.m. Thursday morning.

We are blessed to have a publication in which we provide 
news and information to North Lee County. But as a family 
business that people have come to rely on for the past four 
years, we have to sometimes be transparent in why you didn’t 
get your product.

This sassy wonder brought joy to Fort Madison School 
teachers, but never really fit into the mold of the high school 
peer. She left high school early to start her education toward 
becoming a forensic psychologist. Kelsey made the Dean’s 
List at the University of Iowa this year.

Our morning was horrific as we told her it was OK to let 
go. Lee and I have been twisted and torn. Our oldest daughter 
Taylor couldn’t get back fast enough to say “Good Bye” and 
I’m a little mad about that. She said her good byes in private 
to her only sister through an open window at University of 
Iowa Hospitals and Clinic’s Decedent Care.

Give your children an extra hug… an extra look… and an 
extra kiss today and think of them. Running off to work… to 
school… to play, and remember that there is no doubt – “Ev-
ery day is a treasure…. and today, our Kelsey is your key.”

We love you all….. we’ll be back..

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
THU 09 Jan................................................................. Overcast, 35º F/ 27º F
FRI 10 Jan....................................................................Overcast, 36º F/ 26º F
SAT 11 Jan................................................................... Light Rain, 38º F/ 34º F

2020 will 
weigh heavy 
on us all

LOOKING BACK ON 2020

Editor’s Note:
See ya 2020. 
There was little to smile about in 2020 

and the loss of our beautiful Kelsey made 
this past year at times insurmountable, 
unbearable, and improbable - often all at 
the same time.

But pressing on we managed to contin-
ue to provide local coverage of the events 
that matter most to you.

From crime, politics, and 
business, to sports, obitu-
aries, and yes, health, we 
put together 224 E-editions, 
while maintaining 24/7 
website traffic, and social 
media channels.

Each year as we start the new year we 
look back at the news and events that 
shaped the lives of those in north Lee 
County. 

The coronavirus will carry a heavy 
presence editorially this year. With daily 
reports on 14-day positivity rates, and the 
actions taken at all levels of government 
to help the public stay clear of the virus 
that is being connected to almost 4,000 
deaths in Iowa alone in 2020 took up a lot 
of column inches this year.

We’ve lost loved ones, watched others 
suffer from afar, and heard the heroic tales 
of the front line health care professionals.

We’ve written about schools scrambling 
to serve the interests of not just students 
and staff, but families across Lee County.

And we’ve seen the gaping holes the 
virus has uncovered in our ability to stay 
connected in and between our rural com-
munities.

The criteria for selecting the stories is 
based on Google analytics and social me-
dia traction on a month-to-month basis. 
We will combine two months per issue for 
the next six issues.

Current news will continue to be posted 
on our website and social media channels.

We hope you enjoy looking back on the 
year with us as we usher in a new year 
with a glance to regressing coronavirus 
and the peace that should follow along.

We thank you for your patronage and 
wish you a wonderful new year. 

VANDENBERG

TOP POST OF 2020:  The tragic death of our daughter, Kelsey Ray Vandenberg
Feb. 21, 2020 - 31,460 views, 9,376 
engagements

4,626 views, 1,501 
engagements

4,340 views, 1,920 
engagements

IOWA LOTTERY
LOTTO AMERICA 01/02..................14 15 16 36 41, Star Ball: 4, All Star Bonus: 5
LUCKY FOR LIFE 12/31........................................... 11 28 30 39 43, Lucky Ball: 14
MEGA MILLIONS 01/01......................8 24 53 68 69, Mega Ball: 17 Megaplier: 3
PICK 3 12/31, 01/01, 01/02 MIDDAY...........................................0 7 5, 1 8 1, 2 8 5
PICK 3 12/31, 01/01, 01/02 EVENING.......................................9 9 5, 4 0 2, 2 8 7
PICK 4 12/31, 01/01, 01/02 MIDDAY...................................6 6 8 7, 2 5 2 1, 5 1 1 3
PICK 4 12/31, 01/01, 01/02 EVENING.............................8 0 5 7, 8 0 4 8, 9 7 3 7
POWERBALL 01/02................................. 3 4 11 41 67, Powerball: 5, Power Play: 2
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BY PCC STAFF
DES MOINES – Fort 

Madison’s Jason Huffman, 
of Huffman Welding & 
Machine Inc., and Huff-

man Farm & Home, has 
been selected by Gov. Kim 
Reynolds to sit on the 
Iowa Governor’s STEM 
Advisory Council.

Huffman is one of 32 
members of the advi-
sory council that gives 
direction to Science 
Technology Engineering 
and Mathematics efforts 
across the state.

Huffman is a 2008 grad-
uate of St. Ambrose Uni-
versity with a Bachelor of 
Applied Science degree in 
industrial engineering.

4,096 views, 675 engagements
Huffman named to STEM board
JAN. 9, 2020
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We Remember Our Loved Ones Lost in 2020

From all of us
at Holy Trinity Catholic Schools

May the timeless message
of Christmas fill your heart and 

home with joy now
and throughout the coming year.

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY – A potential major 
winter storm is brewing for southeast 
Iowa, and area officials are keeping an 
eye to movements in the storm.

Both Lee County and Fort Madison 
officials have regular plans in place to 
react to the storm, including having road 
personnel on call depending on what 
type of precipitation hits the area.

According to the National Weather 
Service at 12:30 p.m. Thursday, a winter 
storm watch is in effect for southeast 
Iowa including Lee County. The NWS 
has also issued a wind advisory until 6 
p.m. Thursday for the immediate area.

Winds from the south are expected to 
be between 15 and 30 mph with gusts up 
to 45 mph, which could cause limbs to 
fall, unsecured objects to blow around, 
and possible power outages.

The current forecast is calling for one 
to two inches of rain Friday that could 
eventually turn to sleet and freezing rain 

making travel very difficult. Saturday 
morning the ice is expected to change 
to all snow ending Saturday night. The 
highest potential for freezing rain and 
sleet is extreme southeast Iowa, west 
central Illinois, and northeast Missouri.

The NWS report indicated that 
significant ice and snow accumulations 
are possible with blowing snow making 
travel difficult. According to mapping 
from the NWS at 3:30 a.m. Thursday, 
the area between Burlington, Fort Mad-
ison and Keokuk could see as much as 
8” of snow before Sunday morning. But 
the report also says confidence is low on 
the track of the storm.

Fort Madison City Manager David 
Varley, who’s overseeing the Public 
Works Department ahead of the start of 
Mark Bousselot on Jan. 20, said the city 
is watching the situation.

“We’re keeping a sharp eye on it. If 
temps drop we’ll have guys ready on 
call and if hits the way they’re saying 
it might, we’ll be out on the streets,” 
Varley said.

He said the city doesn’t pre-treat for 
ice, but we’ll quickly respond to ice 
conditions by getting sand trucks on the 
streets.

Area braces for winter storm
JAN. 9, 2020

4,626 views, 1,535 
engagements

https://www.holytrinityschools.org/
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Rocking around the Christmas tree
to help save you money at Christmas time.
Rocking around the Christmas tree
to help save you money at Christmas time.

319-835-5000
Welch’s Insurance

Give us
a call today.
Auto Home Business Life 

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – A two-vehicle accident on 15th 
Street in front of W-M Johnson Truck Line Monday 
afternoon sent two people to Fort Madison Community 
Hospital.

According to witnesses who saw the accident, a blue 
Mercury Cougar was southbound on 15th Street and 
had two tires slide off onto the west shoulder. Upon 
correction, the vehicle struck the back side of a FedEx 
truck heading northbound.

The FedEx truck slid sideways and rolled several 
times coming to rest into the west ditch.

Personnel at W-M Johnson and a motorist pulled 
the FedEx driver from the vehicle through the front 
window and tended to him while awaiting emergency 
responders.

4,533 views, 1,811 engagements

A Mercury Cougar sits in the middle of 15th Street after colliding with the FedEx truck that rests 
on its side in the west ditch near W-M Johnson Truck Lines Monday afternoon. Two were sent 
to the hospital as a result of the collision.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

FEB. 17, 2020

Accident sends two 
to area hospital

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

DONNELLSON – The 
Fort Madison YMCA will 
be taking over operations 
of two day care centers in 
Donnellson.

The Raisin’ Em Up Early 
Learning Center in Don-
nellson, and Raisin’ Em On 
Up, also in Donnellson will 
begin operations under the 
Fort Madison YMCA on 
March 30.

Fort Madison YMCA di-
rector Ryan Wilson said the 
YMCA only began looking 
at purchasing the day care 
providers on Jan. 16 of this 
year.

“We had a board meeting 
on the 16th and I had actu-
ally received a call that they 
were for sale earlier that 
day,” Wilson said Monday.

“We didn’t want to rush 

into anything. So we put a 
committee together to hash 
it out to make sure it makes 
sense financially and fits 
the mission. Then I reached 
out to the owner and began 
discussions.”

Wilson said he took sev-
eral YMCA board members 
out to tour the facilities 
and has spoken with staff 
on site.

The facilities came under 
fire from the Iowa Depart-
ment of Human Services 
through most of 2019, and 
on June 13 had 15 com-
plaints filed against the 
facilities and owner Sarah 
Tweedy after unannounced 
visits were conducted in 
April and June. Tweedy ap-
pealed the complaints and 
the situation was working 
it’s way through the DHS 
administrative process at 
the time of the sale.

At one point DHS 

officials started a 10-day 
revocation timeline against 
Tweedy, but the appeal 
delayed the license revoca-
tion.

In August, Laura Mc-
Dowell, a site supervisor for 
the daycares, was charged 
with child endangerment 
after an incident at the 
facility resulted in the death 
of a child in December of 
2018. McDowell has plead-
ed not guilty in that case 
and pretrial conference has 
been set for Feb. 14, with a 
pre-trial motions deadline 
set for March 10.

Wilson said he’s spoken 
with the Department of 
Human Services and the 
facilities will have a clean 
slate under the YMCA’s 
ownership, and the state is 
not requiring any changes 
to take place after the sale.

Wilson said additional 
one-on-ones are scheduled 
with current staff, but he 
said plans are to keep the 

current staffing, hours, and 
rates at least for the first 90 
days.

“If we need to make any 
changes to we may look at 
that at the beginning of the 
next school year,” he said.

Once ownership chang-
es hands the facilities will 
be tentatively be called 
the Fort Madison YMCA 
Early Learning Center, and 
the Fort Madison YMCA 
Learning Center for the 
older children.

Wilson said initial reac-
tions to the YMCA taking 
over has been good.

“We’ve heard nothing 
but great things from the 
community about us taking 
over,” he said.

He said there is room for 
additional children at the 
facilities. With the un-
known future of the centers 
as DHS officials considered 
the appeal, families have 
taken their children to 
other places.

FM YMCA takes over Donnellson daycares
FEB. 17, 2020

4,356 views, 1,328 engagements

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – No injuries were sustained 
when a red Jeep plowed through a garage on the newly 
constructed S Curve in the 3500 block of Avenue L 
Friday afternoon.

According to Fort Madison Fire Chief Joey Herren, 
a woman, who’s name was not available at press time, 
admitted to distracted driving and failed to negotiate 
the turn and crashed into a garage on the south side 
of Avenue L, taking out the northwest corner of the 
garage and coming to rest half in and half out of the 
garage.

Rescue personnel were on hand to stabilize the 
building before removing the vehicle.

Herren said the garage suffered roughly $10,000 
damage, and the Jeep is likely totaled.

Jeep plows through 
garage on new S curve

JAN. 11, 2020

4,205 views, 1,180 engagements

https://completerentalfm.com/
http://www.WelchsIns.com
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DO 
YOUR 
PART

Great River Regional
Waste Authority

urges you
to wear gloves

when moving bins 
or residential trash pick-up.

Workers can touch
over 2000 bins a day

before even touching yours.
Don’t forget to wash your hands 

after bringing in your bin!

WWW.GRRWA.COM

for your 
community

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – An overnight break in at Jim Baier Ford in Fort Madison has 
police looking for at least four vehicles.

According to owner Jamie Baier the suspects broke into the business on the west 
end of Fort Madison sometime overnight and drove two vehicles off the showroom 
floor, including a 2020 Dodge Charger Hellcat Daytona, one of only 501 built.

The suspects also took a 2020 orange Ford Mustang off the floor.
They left a 2020 Silver Jeep on the floor.
“Maybe they didn’t know how to drive stick, ” Baier said from the dealership Mon-

day morning.
Fort Madison Police are also looking for a 2019 black Dodge Challenger and a 

2015 white Dodge Challenger taken from the lot.
Baier said the suspects smashed the key box in the sales bullpen that holds the 

keys and drove the vehicles right out the front door.
According to Fort Madison Police Chief Mark Rohloff, the method of operation 

has the marks of a professional ring that has been working in the Midwest and indi-
cated an investigator has been called to the scene.

Baier said the dealership doesn’t have showroom alarms because he’s never had 
anything like this happen. He did have camera footage, but that was taken as well.

Baier said the suspects also got away with dealer plates.
“I’m sure they put these plates on. But these cars aren’t hard to see.”
Anyone with information or observing the vehicles is encouraged to contact the 

Fort Madison Police Department.
Jim Baier staff are still completing a total inventory of the dealership.

4,522 views, 1,349 engagements

Car thieves hit Jim Baier 
FEB. 17, 2020

The Ford Mustang above was just one of four showroom vehicles tak-
en from the Jim Baier dealership in Fort Madison on Feb. 27, 2020. 
None of the vehicles were recovered.

PCC File Photo

BY PCC STAFF

LEE COUNTY – The Lee County Conagra Brands facility announced today that 
they are expanding their facilities, investing $31,900,000 and adding approximately 
91 jobs. The Lee County facility currently employs approximately 450 individuals.

To help facilitate this expansion and creation of jobs, the Iowa Economic Devel-
opment Authority (IEDA) board has awarded Conagra $1.2 million over five years 
as part of the High Quality Jobs tax credit program. In order to qualify for this 
program, the jobs must pay a minimum of $17.09 per hour at the beginning of the 
project and at least $20.51 once the project is completed. 

“Conagra has been a great partner to the community,” commented Lee County 
EDG Project Director Dana Millard. “We are excited about the announcement of 
this project and bringing additional high paying careers to Lee County,” Millard said.

The project will bring the production of canned beans to the Fort Madison facility. 
The expansion involves a significant investment of machinery and equipment how-
ever they do not plan to expand the physical footprint of the building. Equipment 
installation is scheduled to begin at the end of July. 

  “We are excited to expand production at our facility,” said the plant’s manag-
er, Bryan Langerud. “We continue to focus on the growth of our business and are 
pleased to create more opportunities in the Fort Madison area,” he said.

The plant has been part of the community since 1972 when it was opened by the 
Dial Corporation. In 2011, two additional lines were added to the plant to produce 
Birds Eye. 

FM ConAgra announces facilities expansion
JAN. 17, 2020

4,124 views, 662 engagements

http://www.grrwa.com
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Now Accepting
New Patients.

Pothitakis Dentistry

www.DrMarkDDS.com

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753-2515

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry
319-372-3614

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry West

319-372-4882

6 Convenient Locations to Serve You

Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 . www.leecountyhd.org

Former Vice President Joe Biden tells about 120 potential voters at 
Quality Inn & Suites Friday why the Republican party doesn’t want him 
to be the nominee.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

JAN. 31, 2020
4,076 views, 611 engagements

BY PCC STAFF

LEE COUNTY – A federal and state supported grant has put a Lee County Strike 
Team on the ground rooting out habitual drug and gun offenders.

According to Lee County Sheriff Stacy Weber, the Lee County Sheriff ’s Office ap-
plied for and received a grant for overtime costs associated with the Guns & Habitual 
Offenders Strike Team (G.H.O.S.T) to be formed to combat certain repeat offenders 
in the county.

This unit was formed under a memorandum of understanding with both Keokuk 
and Fort Madison police departments. The unit was awarded nearly $26,000 in 
funding to pay for officers from all three agencies to work collectively to combat re-
peat offenders who are determined to deal drugs, commit felonies, and carry illegal 
firearms.

On Tuesday this unit officially hit the streets. Officers were able to identify and ar-
rest three different felony level wanted subjects and one misdemeanor level subject. 
Methamphetamine was also seized and one house was searched.

The focus of this unit is to seek out repeat offenders who continue to be armed 
illegally while violating Iowa laws. This unit will work with the Lee County Narcotics 
Task Force to help disrupt organized crime and dismantle criminal organizations.

The unit consists of two deputies, one Fort Madison police officer, and the Keokuk 
Police Department has not made an assignment at the time of this release.

Any additional comments and news releases will come from either Commander 
Donaldson of the LCNTF, the Lee County Sheriff, of the chief of the participating 
agency.

This funding is made possible by a grant provided by the Governor’s Office of 
Drug Control Policy and the United States Attorney’s Office –Southern District of 
Iowa.

FEB. 28, 2020

3,943 views, 529 engagements

State, federal grants kickstart 
Sheriff’s GHOST team

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Another cardio 
workout center is coming to neighbor-
hood near you.

If you live on the the city’s east side, 
you’ll soon be able to access the YMCA 
downtown, according to Fort Madison 
YMCA executive director Ryan Wilson.

Wilson told the Fort Madison City 
Council, during a new community 
update section of the meetings, that the 
YMCA will be signing a lease at 802 Av-
enue G, where The Bookmark and The 
Avenue were located.

“That’s now going to be ours. Barker 
Financial and the YMCA have come to 
a partnership where we will occupy the 

entire main floor. On the west side is our 
jiu jitsu and gymnastics. On the east side 
will be cardio and weight equipment in 
the front,” Wilson said.

The back area that used to be a hair 
salon will become some sort of yoga, tap 
or balet studio, he said.

Wilson said the YMCA will manage 
the property and will work on the proj-
ects, but tenants at the Old Lee County 
apartments and the Kingsley guests will 
have access to the facility as well.

He said current YMCA members will 
also have access to the facility.

Wilson said he hopes the future of the 
YMCA includes some sort of all-day 
child care. He said it’s the top inquiry he 
gets at the YMCA, but he said space is 
also a concern.

JAN. 7, 2020

YMCA opens cardio studio downtown
3,822 views, 580 engagements

http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
http://www.leecountyhd.org
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319-469-3951

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

We are where you are.

LEARN MORE
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – The first meeting of the newly 
structured Fort Madison City Council was highlighted 
by a move to put the construction of the PORT Con-
nector Trail to Rodeo Park in action.

The Community Health Foundation, a joint venture 
of Great River Health System-Fort Madison Commu-
nity Hospital, pledged $1.5 million to the project this 
summer.

The city serves as the pass-through for the money 
to get the work done. At Tuesday’s regular city council 
meeting, the council voted 6-0 to approve a professional 
services agreement for $214,000 with HR Green of Ce-
dar Rapids for design and construction administration 
services for three segments of the trail.

Segment 1 will be built on the west side of 15th Street 
from Avenue B to Rodeo Park. Segment 2 will be con-
structed along the north side of Avenue B from the 15th 
Street to Fort Madison High School. A third segment is 
planned along 15th Street from Avenue H to Avenue G.

The City has placed segments 1 and 2 as priorities 

over segment 3.
Former Public Works Director Larry Driscoll was on 

hand to speak on the issue along with Tim Cutsforth of 
HR Green and Angie Budnik representing the Commu-
nity Health Foundation.

“This is another example of the wonderful work 
the PORT committee does,” said City Manager David 
Varley.

“It’s a very ambitious group and I haven’t seen another 
group that can match the energy it has and the success 
it has had in raising funds. Their work has been phe-
nomenol.”

Driscoll said segment one has to be done in 2020, as 
part of a commitment to the foundation as part of the 
grant. He also said the foundation reserves the right to 
name the trail as part of the donation.

Councilman Tyler Miller asked Driscoll how long the 
project would take to complete.

“I would think if everything went well from start to 
finish, 12 months for two segments would be accept-
able,” he said.

“They are very committed to this project and obvious-
ly would like to see it. come to fruition,” Budnik added.

JAN. 8, 2020

City starts work on PORT Connector trail
3,969 views, 760 engagements

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – 
The Iowa City firm that 
resurrected the reha-
bilitation of two of Fort 
Madison’s oldest down-
town buildings will be 
recognized for its work 
at a ceremony Tuesday in 
Des Moines.

The three-year ren-
ovation of the Old Lee 
County Bank building 
and the Cattermole Li-
brary by Barker Financial 
out of Iowa City is getting 
an award from the 1,000 
Friends of Iowa as part 
of the group’s 2019 Best 
Development Awards.

The projects tied for 
Best Mixed Use proj-
ects and Kyle Galloway, 
Chief Financial Officer 
for Barker Financial, said 
he was surprised by the 
recognition.

“I think Dan Rice with 
RDG Construction saw 
the value in the project 
and submitted it. It’s an 
incredibly well-done 

project and some really 
good work,” Galloway 
said Wednesday.

“I didn’t know anything 
about the award until 
today.”

According to release 
from the 1000 Friends of 
Iowa Tuesday, the work is 
inspiring other activity in 
Fort Madison’s Historic 
District.

“Fort Madison’s Down-
town Commercial His-
toric District included the 
Lee County Bank, built in 
1893, and Cattermole Li-
brary, built in 1894. Both 
sat vacant for many years. 
Barker Financial Group 
rehabilitated and reno-
vated the exterior and 
interior of both buildings, 
leading to a renewed 
downtown area.

JAN. 8, 2020

3,935 views, 340 engagements

Barker projects garner 
state 1,000 Friends award

FORT MADISON 
– Joshua R. Denning, 
CRPC, CLTC, a Private 
Wealth Advisor with 
Ameriprise Financial in 
Fort Madison, IA, was 
named to the list of “Best-
in-State Wealth Advisors” 
published by Forbes mag-
azine. The list recognizes 
financial advisors who 
have demonstrated high 
levels of ethical standards, 
professionalism and suc-
cess in the business.

The rankings are based 
on data provided by over 
11,000 of the nation’s 
most productive advisors. 
Denning was chosen 
based on assets under 
management, industry 
experience, regulatory 
and compliance record 
and revenue produced 
over a three-year period. 
Denning is part of Joshua 
Denning & Associates a 
private wealth advisory 
practice of Ameriprise 
Financial Services, Inc. 
Denning graduated from 
St. Ambrose College with 
a degree in finance/eco-
nomics.

Denning named 
to Forbes list

3,702 views, 
584 engagements

JAN. 22, 2020

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com
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Agent Info

If someone is hurt on your property, is your 
business protected? 

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying 
claim costs beyond where your business insurance 
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today 
because when your world is protected – it’s business  
as usual.

Don’t Let 
Your Business 

Slip Away

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Disclosure

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)
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Generations of Great Service

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328

All Areas: 877-380-4328
www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Full Service HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison, Burlington, and surrounding 

areas with over 30 Years Experience!

• 24 Hour Service
• Never An Overtime Charge

• FREE Estimates
• Servicing All Makes

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

Vinyl Banners

Art
Supplies

Flyers

Posters

Office 
Furniture

B
usiness 

Form
s

Trifold Brochures

P
hoto

C
orrection

Coffee 
Mugs

Office 
Supplies

Printing

T-Shirt Printing

B
usiness C

ards

ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – The city of Fort Madison is 
keeping a close eye on progress of a building that is 
structurally deficient in the middle of downtown.

Activity has been seen at the building, which accord-
ing to the Lee County Recorder’s information is owned 
by Bryan Humphrey and is located at the corner of 8th 
Street and Avenue G. City officials cordoned off 8th 
Street south of Avenue G to the alley and in front of the 
building more than three months ago.

At Tuesday’s regular city council meeting, council-
man Mark Lair asked for an update on the progress of 
the building and the barricaded streets.

“I’ve been getting a lot of questions from the down-
town area because of a certain building that’s in disre-
pair and taking a lot of parking spaces from retailers. 
Do we know where we’re at with that,” Lair asked.

Mohrfeld said he was in a staff meeting on Friday and 
told city staff this can’t go on.

“This cannot be the face of our community. We can’t 
be held hostage by one irresponsible property owner. 

It’s not right. We have to do everything we can.”
Mohrfeld said city Building Director Doug Krogmei-

er was working hard on the situation, but he said there 
is a mitigation plan in place and city officials only know 
of some of that progress.

“Is it moving as fast as we want, No. But we will know 
when the building is stabilized,” the mayor said.

Mohrfeld said work is happening on the building 
but city officials don’t know the timeline of the internal 
repairs to stabilize the building. He said it will be joint 
effort to expedite the mitigation.

“It’s just not acceptable that that’s what you see when 
you turn into our city,” Mohrfeld said.

“It’s one thing when it’s a misfortune, but it’s another 
when you start messing with other peoples’ livelihood.”

Lair said the people who have contacted him have 
retail businesses and have indicated they are missing 
out on up to nine parking spaces.

But Mohrfeld indicated the city will not pull the bar-
ricades until staff is confident the structure is safe.

“Be there no doubt, it is our responsibility to safe-
guard the public area,” he said.

“It’s tough situation…a tough situation.”

JAN. 8, 2020

City watching Humphrey building  closely
3,719 views, 947 engagements

City officials have been keeping a close physi-
cal and legal eye on the Humphrey building in 
downtown FM throughout 2020.

https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
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These important holiday health care tips are brought to you by

319-372-6530 • www.fmchosp.com

Happy  HolidaysHappy  Holidays
Healthy

^Gathering for the holidays is something we look forward to all year 
long. Here are some tips to keep those you love healthy this year.

• Rethink how you connect – host a virtual event – sharing recipes 

ahead of time so you can all enjoy the same feast.

• If you do gather, limit the size and scope of your gatherings.

• Gather in a space where families can stay 6’ apart, outdoors is 

best. If indoors, open the windows.

• Wear a mask and safely store your mask when eating & drinking.

• Bring your own food or have one person serve the meal.

• Use disposable plates and utensils.

• WASH YOUR HANDS OFTEN!

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

IOWA CITY – Holy Trinity Catholic’s Jacob Mohr-
feld garnered a top five finish in the 100 breaststroke at 
the Iowa State Swim Meet Saturday in Iowa City.

Mohrfeld recorded a 58.54 in the 100 breaststroke, 
5.39 seconds off the pace of Forrest Frazier of Iowa 
City High, whose 53.15 qualified him for All-American 
status. Mohrfeld, who swims for the Burlington Gray-
hounds, earned 14 team points for the finish.

Keokuk’s Dylan Jones was third in the event with a 
57.38, earning the Keokuk team 16 points. Jones also 
tied for 11th in the 200 Individual Medley with a time 
of 1:56.73.

Mohrfeld said past experiences at the state tourna-
ment helped him keep perspective on the day.

 “I’ve been to state the past two years so that experi-
ence helps,” he said. “I just kept thinking that this was 
my last high school event so I wanted to focus on that.”

Having Olympic-bound Frazier several lanes down 
in his heat in the 100 breaststroke didn’t intimidate 
Mohrfeld.

“He isn’t within reach. He’s in USA Swimming with 
me and I’ve seen at him at other events, so I don’t focus 
on him, I just go and try to compete with everyone 
else.”

Mohrfeld said his future plans include swimming 
and he said he still has YMCA state and regionals to 
focus on in Iowa. He’s also involved with the USA 
Futures Championships and that usually requires some 
travel.

The HTC senior competed at the Speedo™ Champi-
onships held in Minneapolis last year and had times 
good enough to qualify for the USA Futures events.

“That’s pretty serious there. They have some really 
fast swimmers and they divide the whole country into 
four sections.”

Mohrfeld also competed in 200 meter freestyle and 
finished 21st with a time of 1:47.83.

The Burlington team of Wyatt Hellman, Colby Gei-
ger, Taden Jameson, and Mohrfeld took 17th in the 200 
meter freestyle relay, one position out of the points.

FEB. 16, 2020

Mohrfeld medals 
at state swim meet

3,527 views, 236 engagements

“Quality control issues” were the story of the night during February’s Iowa Caucuses. Delays in 
reporting the results out of Iowa became a national news story as Iowa results took weeks to 
tabulate. Caucusers at Lincoln Elementary had to undergo several recounts on ballots.

FEB. 3, 2020
3,469 views, 518 engagements

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – The flooding 
of 2019 took a toll on the Old Fort 
as far as numbers, but the add-
ed American Cruise Lines traffic 
helped offset some of the loss.

Dr. Eugene Watkins, Site Manager 
of the Old Fort said a fundrais-
ing effort is currently underway 
through Friends of the Old Fort, 
which operates under the North Lee 
County Historical Society’s 501c3 
arm.

Watkins said funds are needed to 
help replace some of the interpretive 
items at the fort.

“At this point, the main part of 
the fundraising is to replace those 
things that are wearing out,” Wat-
kins said Wednesday afternoon.

“The fort is close to 30 years old 
and a lot of the equipment and 
clothing is just getting old and is 
need of replacement.”

Other items that will have to 
replaced in the near future include 
firearms and trade goods that add to 
the factory display at the fort.

The historical society has set 
an immediate fundraising goal of 
$10,000.

“Of course, we’d take more than 
that and can certainly use more than 
that, but at this point we’re trying to 
raise enough money for replacement 
of things wearing out, but we will 
also need to start looking at getting 
materials for additional repairs.”

Watkins said the flooding kept 
numbers down in the early part 
of the season, but the cruise lines 
helped the fort rebound as far as 
attendance. 

JAN. 11, 2020
Friends of Old Fort helping boost funding

3,464 views, 373 engagements

Do you have time -
to help stop crime?

Join us today to help
keep our communities safer!

Visit any of these Facebook pages to learn more
about what the Neighborhood Watch Program is

& how to start your own group or join an existing group!

https://www.fmchosp.com/
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You’re gonna needYou’re gonna need
a bigger baga bigger bag

Call for curbside pickup
319.837.6126 

327 5th Street, West Point, IA

At Sonny’s, we’re committed to offering 
you quality groceries at affordable prices 

in a healthy & safe environment. We 
have so much great food, you’re 

gonna need a bigger bag.
Thank you for shopping local. 
Stay safe!

307 5th Street West Point
19-837-6178 or 800-292-2208 | www.fullenkampins.com

Open M-F 7:30 - 5:00 & Saturday 8:30 - 11

Serving Southeast Iowa, Northeast Missouri,
& West-Central Illinois

Protect What’s Important.
When you need peace of mind, look to

one of the area’s leading insurance agencies.

Auto • Home • Health
Business • Life

Farm • Crop

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Fort Madison Mayor Matt 
Mohrfeld announced Friday that the city has initiated 
court proceedings against the owner of a building in 
downtown Fort Madison.

Mohrfeld said the Humphrey building on the corner 
of Avenue G and 8th Street is a public safety and nui-
sance issue and is looking for judicial intervention.

According to Lee County records, the building is 
owned by Bryan J. Humphrey, a former practicing 
attorney in Fort Madison.

“Regarding the Humphrey Building located at 732 
Avenue G, the Mayor and City staff are working dili-
gently to resolve the public safety and nuisance issues,” 
Mohrfeld wrote in an email to the Pen City Current 
Friday morning.

“We hope to have a trial date before the Lee County 
District Court in the next ninety days.”

He said the city will continue to work with the owner 
to resolve the issues, but it asking the court for assis-
tance during the process.

“If the conditions are not abated voluntarily before 
trial, the City will seek a court order requiring the 
issues to be rectified and authorizing the City to rectify 
them if the defendant does not comply with the order.”

Portions of 8th Street between Avenue G and Avenue 
H were cordoned off last fall when structural defects 
were observed that could jeopardize public safety.

In November, city officials expanded the barricade to 
include an entire half block from Avenue G to the alley 
south. About a week later settling occurred causing 
brick facing to fall to the sidewalk inside the barri-
cades.

Work has been done to shore up the exterior of the 
building and city officials said plans were submitted to 
shore up the interior of the structure, but Mohrfeld said 
at a city council meeting two weeks ago that the city 
wasn’t aware of how that work was progressing.

JAN. 17, 2020

City initiates court 
action on crumbling 
Humphrey building

3,622 views, 739 engagements

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

MONTROSE – Lee County Recorder Nancy Booten 
wants the county supervisors to do something about 
security in Fort Madison.

And she wants it now.
After Tuesday’s regular Lee County Board of Super-

visors meeting, Booten told supervisors that in addi-
tion to her department holding active attacker training 
last week, police chased two men from the building 
Monday.

She said her staff is understandably concerned about 
their safety.

“We’ve heard for years, ‘let’s do something about safe-
ty’, ‘what’s a life worth’. Well they don’t feel like they’re 
worth anything. They really don’t because nothing’s 
been done,” Booten said.

She said recently there were two customers that had 
made the staff nervous and warranted a call to law 
enforcement. After investigating footage it was deter-
mined the two had arrest records and were later arrest-
ed for theft the same evening they were in the North 
Lee County offices.

Booten said her department is first in the door and 
the height of the counter makes her staff and herself 
very susceptible to harm if something were to happen.

“You hear all the time it can’t happen here… we 
heard it can’t happen here, well it happened at (Scotts),” 
She said. “We want something done. We want a door 
and some teller windows.”

She said she didn’t think it was very expensive for the 
improvements, and anything that could cause a delay 
to someone who wants to do harm could save a life.

Booten said the south Lee County offices were given 
security upgrades but nothing has happened in North 
Lee County aside from some occassional deputy pres-
ence.

“The state doesn’t give us a dime, but we’re protecting 
them. Our staff doesn’t feel like we’re protecting us,” she 
said.

“If I have to take it out of my budget, since we’re 
talking about budgets… whatever. I just think we need 
to do something and we need to do it now.”

Supervisor Gary Folluo said there should be a hall-
way at North Lee County similar to what Keokuk has.

“And you should be behind a wall of glass,” Folluo 
said.

Supervisor Matt Pflug said Booten was making valid 
points.

“The state doesn’t give us anything and, again, we 
kick this can around a lot. I know it all takes money but 
it’s a life,” Pflug said. “We have to do something, you’re 
exactly right.”

FEB. 4, 2020
County Recorder says offices need better security

3,469 views, 723 engagements

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A 68-year 
old Fort Madison man suffered 
possible injuries after being struck 
by a car in the 4900 block of Ave-
nue O Wednesday.

Fort Madison and Lee County 
rescue personnel responded to the 
scene just before 7 p.m. and found 
Larry Messerschmitt had crossed 
the street at an uncontrolled loca-

tion, and was struck by a vehicle 
driven by Richard Gary Scott, 55, 
of Fort Madison.

According to police reports, 
Scott was headed eastbound in 
the left lane on Avenue O when 
Messerschmitt headed northbound 
across the street. Scott veered to 
the left to try and avoid the pe-
destrian, but police said Messer-
schmitt struck the passenger front 
side of the Scott’s 2003 Chevrolet 
Cavalier.

Messerschmitt bounced off the 
vehicle but was not run over. He 
was transported to Fort Madison 
Community Hospital complain-
ing of hip pain and scrapes to his 
hands. No condition report on 
Messerschmitt is available per state 
privacy rules.

Scott’s vehicle came to rest in the 
westbound left-hand lane.

The report also indicated that no 
marking were left on the dirt cov-
ering Scotts vehicle, nor was any 
damage reported to the vehicle. No 
citations were issued at the scene.

JAN. 30, 2020
FM man injured after being struck by vehicle on Ave. O
3,455 views, 1,107 engagements

https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
http://www.fullenkampins.com
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onePAC your medication
made easy

free delivery or mailing

rashiddrug.com

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

FORT MADISON – The Fort Madison Economic Development Corporation (FMEDC) 
presented a check for $1,000.00 to the FMHS Welding Program after challenging them with a 
match for any funds they raise – up to $1,000.00.

These funds will go to help bolster the welding program at the high school, as well as 
provide the needed money to get a piece of equipment up and running, which will give the 
program the opportunity to fabricate projects that will allow them to raise money for the 
program.

FMEDC’s mission is to improve the economy of the Fort Madison area through the reten-
tion of jobs, while realizing a constant growth in employment through: job creation, focusing 
on industrial relations and development. Continuing the on-going support for our trades pro-
gram and giving the next generation of workforce the opportunity to experience these skills is 
a continued goal for the economic development group

JAN. 17, 2020

3,549 views, 360 engagements
FMEDC props up FMHS welding 

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

WEST POINT – Taxpayers in West Point could see a substantial bump in their 
property tax rates this year.

At Monday’s regular meeting of the West Point City Council, the council voted 5-0 
to set a public hearing at a special Feb. 24 meeting to set the levy.

Because the levy increase is more than 2%, state law requires a special hearing 
for the levy to allow taxpayers to hear what the council is planning to do with the 
money.

The Iowa legislature put a new law on the books this year that places a 2% soft cap 
on property tax revenue growth on governmental bodies.

West Point officials are projecting a 7.44% increase for fiscal year 2020-21. In 
2019-20 the district taxed residents at 7.31/$1,000 of assessed valuation generating 
$242,000. If the city held at that amount for the next fiscal year it would have created 
a levy of $7.13/$1,000 due to the city’s taxable valuation increasing $844,000.

However, City Administrator Dennis McGregor said the city is looking at some 
relatively steep insurance increases across the board. The city is also going to lease 
space for the West Point Police Department, which currently operates out of the 
West Point Fire Station.

The additional revenues needs are projected to be $260,000, which would required 
a levy rate of $7.66/$1,000, which is a 7.44% increase. After the hearing, the city 
would then hold another hearing for the budget approval which would require a 
supermajority of 4 of the 5 councilman.

Along with the 2% soft cap, the new law requires the supermajority approval of the 
levy increase.

The new levy would still be .54 under the state’s general fund property tax cap of 
$8.10.

FEB. 10, 2020
WP Council kicks around levy bump

3,372 views, 500 engagements

Kingsley Inn shows off wedding chops
BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – For about three 
hours Sunday, the Kingsley Inn became 
more than just a historical, boutique 
hotel overlooking the majestic Mississip-
pi River.

As if that isn’t enough.
The 109-year-old building was home 

to about 23 vendors as part of the Kings-
ley Inn Bridal Showcase held at the hotel 
in Fort Madison.

“We wanted to do a different format. 

Not just herd you into the bridal show. 
This hotel is an experience,” said Chi 
Eastin, Kingsley Inn Manager.

Eastin was on the third floor of the 
hotel Sunday afternoon as families and 
couples migrated from floor to floor, 
room to room, and vendor to vendor 
hearing from local businesses engaged in 
making any type of event a special one.

The hotel had a grand opening in Feb-
ruary and has remodeled and “tweeked” 
rooms and decor.

FEB. 9, 2020

3,329 views, 294 engagementsFMCSD board puts PPEL levy in front of voters

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – Local school officials 
have taken the next step in trying to get 
district facilities upgraded over the next 10 
years.

The district voted unanimously at a work-
shop Monday evening to put a voted Physical 
Plant and Equipment Levy (PPEL) on a 
March 30th special ballot.

The move would generate about $1 million 

per year, according to district business 
manager Sandy Elmore. Taxpayers would see 
a $1.34 levy per $1,000 of equalized assessed 
valuation on their tax bill.

But Elmore said even with conservative 
estimations of about a 1.5% allowable growth 
from the Iowa legislature this year, the dis-
trict’s tax asking would be in the range from 
static at $12.86/$1,000 EAV to possibly a 
couple cents lower.

JAN. 7, 2020

3,144 views, 303 engagements

https://www.rashiddrug.com
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5636 Avenue O, Fort Madison, IA
(319) 372-8105

Located right across the road from Jim Baier Ford in Fort Madison

Complete Rental
PRICE BEAT GUARANTEE

Show us
an advertised price or quote

*Not valid with any other discounts

WE’LL BEAT IT BY 15%

PCC STAFF
FORT MADISON – Fort Madison Community Hospital Birthplace welcomed their 

first newborn of 2020!  Piper Elyse Harmon was born on Thursday, January 2, 2020 at 
6:06 p.m. 

Proud parents are Valaree and Burke Harmon.  Piper will join siblings Bentley and 
Karsyn at home in Keokuk, Iowa.  Dr. Yadira Garcia of the FMCH Women’s Center 
was the attending physician.  Piper entered the world weighing 7 pound and was 20.5 
inches long. 

The FMCH Birthplace averages over 250 births each year.

JAN. 4, 2020

Harmons welcome first 
baby to new year at FMCH

3,529 views, 327 engagements

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

BETTENDORF – Fort Madison’s Will Larson has battled influenza since Thursday 
and took the mat at the Class 3A district wrestling tournament in Bettendorf Satur-
day exhausted.

But after three matches that went the distance, Larson seemed to always find a 
little left in the tank and advanced, along with Diego Lozano and Owen Kruse, to 
the Iowa State Wrestling Tournament starting Thursday at Wells Fargo Arena in Des 
Moines.

Wrestling at 138 lbs, Larson went 3-4 on the day. He advanced with an 11-4 deci-
son over Burlington’s River Belger, who had beaten Larson two times this year, and 
then lost in the semis to eventual champion Grifen Molle of West Burlington-Notre 
Dame-Danville 12-0.

The loss to Molle sent Larson into the wrestleback bracket where he faced Betten-
dorf ’s Kohler Ruggles. The junior Bloodhound trailed 4-2 at the end of two periods 
and couldn’t seem to get anything going in the third until about 10 seconds left, 
when Larson dug deep again and slipped around Ruggles pulling him to the mat 
right into a near fall for 3 points with :03 left on the clock to eek out the 5-3 win.

That set up the 2nd place match with Muscatine’s Carson Harder, who lost in the 
title match to Molle. Larson and Molle went a full three periods and then into over-
time in a gutcheck of a match where neither wrestler scored a point.

FEB.15, 2020

Hounds send three to state 
wrestling tournament

3,332 views, 383 engagements

Owen Kruse got the 
upper hand in his 
120 lb. match with 
Clinton’s Luke Jen-
nings at the state dis-
trict qualifier Feb. 15, 
2020 in Bettendorf. 
Kruse, Will Larson, 
and Diego Lozano all 
qualified for the state 
meet in 2020.

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

MONTROSE – Bill Young, the director of the Lee County Emergency Medical 
Services, asked the Lee County Board of Supervisors for additional support Tuesday 
morning.

After the board’s regular meeting, Young told the board Lee County EMS operated 
with a loss in 2019 and would need additional support to offset Medicare and Med-
icaid write-offs totaling almost $500,000 of a total $619,000 in charges.

Young said the reimbursement rates are the biggest sticking points in his opera-
tions.

“You can see where it makes it very difficult to purchase equipment, maintain 
equipment, pay bills.” Young said

Supervisor Matt Pflug asked how Young continues to offer services with those 
types of reimbursements.

When Young rattled off the numbers, several board members muttered that was 
ridiculous and board Chairman Ron Fedler, who was voted in as chair last week, 
said Young had his support.

“I’m just going to be very honest with you. It’s very stressful,” Young said. “EMS is 
my compassion but it’s what I was meant to do, I believe. So I’m gonna figure it out.”

Budget Director Cindy Renstrom said the county contributed $429,624 to the 
service last year. Young said this year he’s requesting $500,000 to help offset some of 
the services losses.

He said there is gap funding from the federal government and through the state as 
well, but he will not be able to see any of that funding as a private service provider.

“The Board of Supervisors should do what we we can to help you continue your 
services,” Fedler said. “I don’t think we have a choice.”

Young said EMS has already taken steps to curtail expenses including not having a 
standby ambulance in the rotation. The standby vehicles typically move to a central 
county point when two ambulances are in the same area.

“We’ve stopped doing that and haven’t really had any issues,” Young said.
Young said the future of the service will probably include a non-profit status to 

help take advantage of some additional funding and resources.
Young said it’s been almost 17 years since he’s asked the board for an increase in 

funding. He said he was told by several past supervisors to not ask for a raise.

JAN. 7,, 2020

Lee County EMS director 
says group needs more funds

3,302 views, 419 engagements

https://completerentalfm.com/
http://BeRecycled.org
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Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 or (800) 458-6672

Medicare Certified

Your Choice for Compassionate Hospice Care

Hospice Services include

in Lee, Des Moines, Henry, and Van Buren counties in Iowa
& Hancock and Henderson counties in Illinois

24/7 on-call nursing staff • Skilled nursing services
Social worker visits • Music & massage therapy
Homecare aide assistance • Volunteer services

Spiritual & grief support

www.LeeCountyHD.org

Lee County Health Department Hospice

Providing comforting end-of-life care since 1989

http://www.leecountyhd.org
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Thank You for Your Patronage
Pen City Current has proudly served our communities since December 6, 2016 with the support of these businesses and individuals.
We look forward to many more years of bringing you #HyperLocalSuperFresh content. –Chuck & Lee

10th Street Station 
Alliance Realty Company

Amazing Journeys by
Pam Mace, LLC

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.
Anderson for

Fort Madison School Board
Archie’s Automotive, LLC

Arctic Glacier
Art of Yoga

Avenue G Productions
Bagcraft Papercon

Baxter Construction Company
Baxter’s Sports Complex

Becky Fullenkamp
Big Bang Fireworks

Bill Griffiths
Bob Morawitz

Brad’s Pad Pizza
Brian Mendez

Brockman Chiropractic
Buffalo61 Bar & Grille

Building Materials
Burlington Ear, Nose, & Throat

Burlington Spring Grove
United Methodist Church

Burlington Trailways
Burlington Youth Triathlon

Cabinetion
Carl Saunders

Carlos O Capdevila Agency
Carol Harter

Carrie Schneider
Casebine Community Credit Union

Catfish Bend Casinos
CBIZ Center for Business

Celene M. Coppage
Central Lee Dance Team

Century 21 Property Professionals
Chad Ward

Charles Scoville
Charlie Knipe

Charlie Korschgen Kiddie Parade
Cheryl Untz

Chuck Osmanski
Cindy Roberts
Cindy Steflik

City of Fort Madison
Claws & Paws Pet Grooming

Clear View Vision Center
Coats for Hope

Cobblestone Inn & Suites
Committee to Re-Elect
Randolph for Mayor

Complete Rental
Conagra Brands
Connection Bank
Conrad Trucking

Courtney Family Chiropractic
Craig Heckenberg

Cullen Pest Control
C.U.R.E. Solutions

Cyberhounds Team 7141
Dallas City Celebration

Dana Bushong Jewelry Co., Inc.
Dan Reiter

Darin Gentry
Darlene Kraus
Darrell Allman

Dave’s Old Fashion Meats
David Courtney
Dawgs & Divas
Dawn Helling
Dawn Johnson
Debbie Miller

Denmark God’s Portion Day
Committee

Dennis McGregor
Diane Steffensmeier

Dianne Hope
Dirty Dog Detailing & Boarding

Dodd Printing & Stationery
Dollhouse Dreams

Don Griffiths
Donnellson Tire & Service Center

Don Peterson
Doris’ Tavern

Double Dipper, Inc.
Dr. Timothy S. Benson

DuPont
DuPont Employees Credit Union

Dutchman’s Store
Edward Jones – Larry Kelch

Edward Jones – Tony Fullenkamp
Elect Ross Braden

Elect Tom Schulz for City Council
Faeth’s Fowl Play

Fairfield Arts & Convention Center
Fareway Food Stores

Farm Bureau Financial Services – 
Larry Holtkamp

Farm Bureau Financial Services – 
Tammy Reynolds

Farmers Savings Bank
Farmington Strawberry Festival

Fedler Specialties
and Screenprinting

FM Bloodhound Sports & Activities
Floyd’s EZ Way

Fort Colony Family Restaurant
Fort Madison

Area Arts Association
Fort Madison

Chamber of Commerce
Fort Madison Christian Church
Fort Madison Columbus Club

Fort Madison Community Hospital
Fort Madison

Community School District
Fort Madison Downtown District

Fort Madison Eagles Club
Fort Madison Elks Lodge
Fort Madison Eye Clinic

Fort Madison Family YMCA
Fort Madison Housing Authority

Fort Madison Kids Committee
Fort Madison Main Street

Fort Madison
Mexican Fiesta Committee

Fort Madison Music Boosters
Fort Madison Partners

Fort Madison Public Library
Fort Madison Rotary Club

Fort Madison
United Methodist Church

Fraise Auction & Real Estate
Franklin Car Show
Friends of Geode

Fullenkamp Insurance
Full Steam Staffing

Garden Bros. Circus
Gary Folluo
Geoff Shields

George Shields
Glo-Run

Great River Hospice
Great River Regional

Waste Authority
Green Acres Bar & Grill

Gregory Design & Manufacturing
Greg Smith

Green Oak Development
Griffin Muffler & Brake Center

Group Benefit Partners

Harmeyer Insurance Agency
Harvestville Farm
Heartland Co-op

Heartland Fireworks, LLC
Heather Huebner

Hidden Beauty Salon
Hillcrest Hostas & More

Hill Side Inn
Hinterland Dairy
Hoerner YMCA

Holtkamp’s Floors
Decor & Furniture

Holy Trinity Catholic
Foundation Board

Holy Trinity Catholic Schools
Homestead Financial Services
Hope Associates Real Estate

HTC Bunny Hop
HTC Elementary School Project

HTC Music Boosters
Huffman’s Farm & Home
Humburd Auto Service

Ian MacLearn
Industrial Motors, Inc.
Inhance Corporation

Iowa State Penitentiary
Iris City Cleaners
Ivy Bake Shoppe

Jake Rashid
Jean Neuweg

Jeff Kurtz
Jeff Reichman for Iowa Senate

Jerry Hamelton for City Council
Jill Cordray

Jim Baier, Inc.
Jimmy Keenan

Joe Bowen
Joseph W. Carle

Joseph W. Kowzan
Judith Bray

Judy Stuecker
Julie Doherty
Karen Hope
Kate Lamb
Kate Menke
Katie Cale
Katie’s Cuts

Kempker’s True Value Rental
Keokuk Auto Credit
K’s Fabrics & More

Kevin Rink,
Fort Madison City Council

Kimberly Engle
King-Lynk Funeral Home, Inc.

Kingsley Inn
KLM Realty
Kristy Reid

Krueger Brokerage, Inc.
LaLo Corporation

Lanette Van
Larry J. LaCroix

Larry Kelch
LCK Roofing

Lee County Attorney
Lee County Auditor

Lee County Bank
Lee County Democratic Party

Lee County Conservation Board
Lee County Crime Stoppers

Lee County
Economic Development Group

Lee County Fair Board
Lee County Health Department
Lee County Historical Society

Lee County IT/GIS Department
Lee County Mutual Insurance

Lee County Sheriff

Lee County Speedway
Linda Morgan

Linda Peitz
Linda Reding
Linda Smith

Lisa Lihs
Lisa Nafziger

Lowell Junkins
Madison Turf and Timber

Maggie Guzman
Main Street Keokuk Inc.

Mardie Smith
Mark Rohloff
Mark Smidt
Martha Wolf

Martin Graber for Iowa House 
District 83

Matt’s Greenhouse
Matt Mohrfeld
Megan Kruse
Megan Rempe

Melanie Scheetz
Melissa Hobbs

Menke & Company
Merschman Fertilizer

Merschman Seeds
Merschman Trucking

Michael Avery
Michael Wellendorf

Midtown Hairstyling Salon
MidWestOne Bank

Millwright Services, Inc.
Mobile Nursing Services, LTD.

Mohrfeld Electric
Montrose Community
Fireworks Committee

Montrose Customs
Montrose Health Center
Montrose Watermelon

Festival Committee
MPC Enterprises, Inc.

Nancy Amos for Iowa Senate
Nancy Sanders

New Dimensions
Oak Hollow Campground

Old Fort Players
Palms Restaurant

Pam Dodds
Paul Idol

Paul’s Plumbing,
Heating, & Cooling, Inc.

Paul Schulte
Peggy L. Steffensmeier

Phyllis Anderson
Pilot Grove Savings Bank
Poole Communications

Pothitakis Dentistry
Pothitakis Law Firm, P.C.

Prado’s Trading Post
Premier Auction & Sales

Quality Plus Feeds
Quarry Creek Elk & Bison

Radio Keokuk
Randolph Dental

Rashid Pharmacy & Wellness
Rebecca Bowker

Relay for Life of North Lee County
Renee Clippert
Rich Harlow

Rich Taylor for Iowa Senate
River City Motors Plus, Inc.

RiverFest Fort Madison
Ron Fedler for Supervisor

RonDavoo
RSVP of Lee County
Russell “Skip” Young

Sam Boyer

Sara Denning
Sarah Harworth
Sara Jan Garza

Saunders and Bunger Law
SCC PACE Program

Schmitz Funeral Home
Scotts MiracleGro Company

ServiceMaster
Sheaffer Memorial Golf Course

Shug’s Tiny Town
Sidelines Sports Bar & Grill

Siemens Gamesa
Silgan Containers

Small Grand Things
Smith Electric

Sonny’s Super Market
Soroptimist International

of Fort Madison
Southern Iowa Insurance Services

Stacy Snaadt
Stage 2 Consignment Shop

Standard of Beaverdale
Stanley Haessig

State Farm Insurance –
Thomas Klann

Steffensmeier Welding
Steffes Group, Inc.

Stewart Automotive
SubArena

Sun Meets Moon Healing
SunnyBrook Assisted Living

& Memory Care
Sunshine Child Care

Super 8
Susan Haeger

Taco Taco Takos
Tamara Grossman

Tammi Kircher
Taske Force

Team Staffing Solutions, Inc.
Tena Dodson

Test Kitchen Education Foundation
the Bees Knees PR, LLC

The Colony Shop
The Fox Theatre

The Funky Cowgirl
The Kensington & Primrose Path

The Madison
The Samuel Hayes Show

Todd Schneider
Tony for Supervisor

Tony Wolfe Insurance Services
Tracilyn Brown

Trish Eaves-Fedler
Tri State Outdoor Products, LLC

Tri-State Rodeo
Truck Repair, Inc.

Under the Sun / The Avenue
United Way of the
Great River Region

U.S. EPA
Vigen Memorial Home
Vintage Sports Cards

Welch’s Insurance
Wendy Bailey

West Liberty Foods
West Point Care Center

West Point Fireman’s Ball
West Point Fireworks Committee

West Point Sweet Corn
Festival Committee

W-M Johnson Truck Line
Wondra Chiropractic

& Acupuncture
WorkSource Staffing
Your Heat & Air Guy
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