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Morawitz leaves legacy of service
COUNCILMAN:  2nd Ward councilman loses vigilant battle with cancer Wednesday

Annual PORT 
fundraiser goes 
virtual for 2020

BOO-ATHLON

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Fort Madison 
City Councilman Bob Morawitz died 
this morning after a prolonged battle 
with cancer.

The 64-year-old veteran of the U.S. 
Navy and retired electrician died at 8:23 
a.m. Wednesday at Great River Hospice 
House in West Burlington.

A recurring theme in condolences 
from his peers on the City Council and 
with city staff was his independence of 
thought and passion for service.

Fort Madison Mayor Matt Mohrfeld 
said Morawitz sought out service and 
that’s not an easy thing anymore.

“Especially in today’s world, it takes 
a special kind of person to want to do 
that,” Mohrfeld said.

“It’s really kinda tough right now. 
There’s not a lot of gratitude, but he 
knew that and still fought to serve 
people. God bless him for wanting to 
do that.”

Morawitz was very active in Lee 
County Democratic Party and received 
the Steve Ireland Award, The Ep-
pers-O’Malley Award and the Demo-
crat of Distinction Award from the Lee 
County Democrats. He was also named 
2019 Fort Madison Citizen of the Year 
by the Fort Madison Daily Democrat.

He had unsuccessful bids for state 
senator in 2012 and state representative 
in 2018. He also ran in 2013 for the Fort 

UNITED WAY
Restaurant days kicks off  at FM’s 10th Street Station

BY PCC STAFF

LEE COUNTY – United Way of the 
Great River Region is excited to an-
nounce the return of Restaurant Days! 
During the month of October, a variety 
of area restaurants have graciously 
agreed to donate a portion of their day’s 

receipts to United Way of the Great 
River Region to go directly to our Fall 
2020 Campaign. More restaurants are 
signing up every day!

This year’s event starts Thursday at 
10th Street Station in Fort Madison 
from 10:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

How can you help? Support the 

restaurant of the day by choosing to 
get your meal there. Check the most 
updated calendar on the United Way of 
the Great River Region’s Facebook page. 
Check back often as more restaurants 
are joining the cause.

Submitted article

FORT MADISON – PORT (Promot-
ing Outdoor Recreational Trails) of Fort 
Madison will be holding their seventh an-
nual Spooktakular Boo-athlon fundraiser 
for recreational trails in Fort Madison. 
The Spooktakular Boo-athlon will take 
on a new format to accommodate for the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The event will be 
a ‘race alone, succeed together’ where in-
dividuals are encouraged to choose their 
own route, time and event to participate 
between the dates of Wednesday, October 
28 and Sunday, November 1, 2020.

Whether participants choose to use the 
PORT trails and follow the route used in 
past years starting at the Baxter Sports 
Complex and using Phase I and Phase II 
of the PORT trail; a treadmill or station-
ary bike; or choose another one of the 
great trails in the area, the event details 
are the same. Events include a Kid’s Run; 
5K Run/Walk; 10 mile Bike Ride; Duath-
lon (Run/Bike Event). Participants are 
encouraged to wear costumes and post 
their pictures to Facebook tagging PORT 
of Fort Madison.

Registration forms can be found online 
at www.fortmadison-ia.com under the 
Community tab/PORT; on the PORT 
of Fort Madison Facebook page; or by 
contacting Kathy Benda at 319-470-
7848. The registration form can also be 
accessed by clicking here: https://www.
pencitycurrent.com/wp-content/up-
loads/2020/09/2020-Virtual-Spooktacku-
lar-Registration-Form-1.pdf.

Paid registrations include a long-sleeve 
t-shirt. The Spooktakular Boo-athlon is a 
community focused fundraising event for 
trails in Fort Madison.

Matt’s Greenhouse will once again be 
our premiere sponsor and the exclusive 
sponsor of the kids t-shirts. Many other 
corporate sponsors support this fundrais-

Courtesy Photo

The rain held off  
for most of the day 
at Sunday’s Art-in-

Central Park annual 
event. Art vendors 

from around the area 
set up shop in the 

parks for demonstra-
tions, competition, 
and sales. Music, 

food, and a beer gar-
den were also part of 

the festivities.

See MORAWITZ, page 8

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
THU 01 Oct..........................................................Mostly Sunny, 57º F/ 46º F
FRI 02 Oct..........................................................Broken Clouds, 56º F/ 37º F
SAT 03 Oct.................................................................Light Rain, 57º F/ 44º F

IOWA LOTTERY
MEGA MILLIONS 09/29................... 14 39 43 44 67, Mega Ball: 19 Megaplier: 3
PICK 3 09/29 MIDDAY.......................................................................................1 9 3
PICK 3 09/29 EVENING...................................................................................4 6 5
PICK 4 09/29 MIDDAY................................................................................. 0 5 6 5
PICK 4 09/29 EVENING.................................................................................1 3 7 3

Art in the Park

This year’s event will 
be a race alone from 
Oct. 28 to Nov. 1

See PORT, page 3See FUNDRAISER, page 3
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ROBERT C. 
MORAWITZ

OBITUARIES

Robert C. Morawitz, 64, of Fort Madison, IA, passed away 
at 8:23 a.m. on Wednesday, September 30, 2020 at the Great 
River Hospice House in West Burlington, IA. 

He was born on May 2, 1956, in Burlington, IA, to Harold 
C. & Bettie Lowe Morawitz.  On November 
24, 1994, he married Beverly Owens Gobble 
in Fort Madison, IA.  He had served in the 
US Navy for 6 years during the Vietnam era.  
He was an electrician with the IBEW Local 
#13.  

He had many interests in his years, in-
cluding National Insulator Association, City 

Preservation Commission, Old Settlers Association, North 
Lee County Historical Society, Second Ward Councilman for 
the City of Fort Madison and was heavily involved in the Lee 
County Democratic Party, receiving the Steve Ireland Award, 
the Eppers-O’Malley Award and the Democrat of Distinc-
tion Award from the Lee County Democrats.  He was the 
Fort Madison 2019 Citizen of the Year and was a collector of 
everything.

Survivors include his wife, Bev 
Gobble of Fort Madison, IA; 5 step-
sons: Gregory (Janice) Gobble of West 
Point, IA,  Jeffery (Elizabeth) Gobble 
of Buena Vista, CO, Kevin (Jayne) 
Gobble of Wever, IA, Eric (Cheryl) Gobble of Lutz, FL & 
Timothy (Kriisti) Gobble of Fort Madison, IA; 13-grandchil-
dren; 11-great grandchildren; 1-brother: Roy “Skip” (Elora) 
Morawitz of Plattesmith, NE; 2 sisters: Joyce (Kenny) Johnson 
of Burlington, IA, & Beverly Heath of Web City, MO and 
several nieces & nephews.  He was preceded in death by his 
parents.

Bob’s body has been donated to science at the University 
of Iowa Hospitals in Iowa City.  No services are planned at 
this time.  A memorial has been established for the North 
Lee County Historical Society-Old Fort Madison Battlefield 
Site and contributions may be mailed to: Tim Gobble, 1114 
Avenue F, Fort Madison, IA 52627.  Online condolences to 
Bob’s family may be left at the King-Lynk Funeral Home & 
Crematory website: www.kinglynk.com.  King-Lynk Funeral 
Home & Crematory is assisting the family.

MORAWITZ

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no 
charge to funeral homes and they run the 
day they are submitted in most cases. They 
are also run as submitted by the funeral 
homes.

Submitted article

FORT MADISON – 
Fort Madison Commu-
nity Hospital recognized 
Kelly Bergman as their 
July Employee of the 
Month. Kelly is a Nu-
clear Medicine Tech-
nologist in the FMCH 
Diagnostic Imaging 
Department. She has 
been with FMCH for 
twelve years. She was 
recognized with this 
nomination:

This employee arrives 
each day with a smile 
and a greeting! She steps 
up to help with just 
about anything needed. 
She is always nice to pa-
tients as she brings them 
into our department. 
This is very comforting 
to our patients as some-
times the “unknown” is 
scary. She makes them 
feel very much at ease as 
she takes them to their 
tests and back. There is 
usually a laugh and a 
smile as they leave our 
department. She always 
makes sure they get with 
their party in the waiting 
area, and assures them 

they will be contact-
ed with results. She 
jumps in when needed 
in various positions in 
our department and 
always lends a hand for 
those having a hectic 
day. We are fortunate to 
work with such a nice 
co-worker each day. She 
always shows respect 
to those who visits our 
facility and to those she 

works with.
“My favorite part 

about working at FMCH 
is my co workers, here 
at FMCH we are one 
big family taking care of 
our family, friends, and 
community,” expressed 
Bergman.

When not at work, 
Kelly loves Iowa Hawk-
eye football, watching 
her boys do what they 

love, boating, and bon-
fires with her family and 
friends.

The Employee of the 
Month is an initiative 
developed by the Reward 
& Recognition team. 
Each month a FMCH 
employee is honored for 
going above, and be-
yond for the good of the 
patient, their co-workers 
and the organization.

Pictured above, Tim Torgler, VP of Ancillary Services, Fort Madison 
Community Hospital July Employee of the Month Kelly Bergman, and 
Aron West, Diagnostic Imaging Director. 

Courtesy photo

Bergman gets FMCH July honor

https://www.rashiddrug.com
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http://www.kinglynk.com
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For the Record/From the Front

NOW OPEN

1001 Avenue H, Suite 2 • Fort Madison

Ask about our
Grand Opening Specials 

(319) 316-6016

Locally Owned and Operated

Dr. Derek Vogelpohl is now seeing patients
in his new Fort Madison office

Monday through Friday.
* We Accept Most Insurances *

Employees have been 
tested and all

came back negative!

Our building has been professionally sanitized and 
we are back open for business. Our lobby will remain 
closed for our staff’s protection. We are continuing to 
follow procedures like seat and steering wheel covers, 

wiping down door handles, gear shifters, and keys.

Call to schedule an appointment and learn 
about our drop off and pick up procedures.

319-372-2478
griffinmuffler.com

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

09/28/20 – 9:57 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
vandalism in the 1900 
block of Avenue J.
09/28/20 – 12:51 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a burglary in the 700 
block of 34th Street.
09/28/20 – 5:09 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
vandalism in the 1000 
block of Avenue H.
09/29/20 – 12:58 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a hit and run in the 900 
block of Avenue H.
09/29/20 – 2:29 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
arrested Taylor William 
Scott, 28, of Fort Madison 
in the 1200 block of 33rd 
Street on a charge of 
assault while displaying 

a dangerous weap-
on, and harassment. 
He was taken to Lee 
County Jail and held.
09/29/20 – 3:31 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
property damage accident 
at the intersection of Oak 
Drive and Richards Drive.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

09/29/20 – 12:03 a.m. 
– Lee County Sheriff’s 
deputies arrested Larry 
Leroy Dawson, 27, of 
Fort Madiso, in the 1800 
block of Hwy. 61, on 
a warrant for failure to 
appear. He was taken to 
Lee County Jail and held.
09/23/20 – 10:45 a.m. 
– Lee County Sheriff’s 
deputies arrested Michael 
Lee Vanlaningham, 40, of 
Keosauqua, at the sher-
iff’s office on a warrant 
for contempt of court.

09/23/20 – 2:36 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Brittany Marie, 
Goldie, 26, of Fort Madi-
son, at the sheriff’s office, 
on a warrant for parole 
violation. She was taken to 
Lee County Jail and held.
09/23/20 – 6:05 p.m. 
– Lee County Sheriff’s 
deputies arrested Linda 
Danielle Gaudino, 52, of 
Montrose, at the sheriff’s 
office on a warrant for 
3rd-degree harassment. 
She was taken to Lee 
County Jail and held.
09/30/20 – 7:51 a.m. 
– Lee County Sher-
iff’s deputies arrested 
Delana Ann Crow, 29, 
of Keokuk, no location 
provided, on a court 
ordered hold. She was 
taken to Lee County Jail.
Those listed above 
are presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty 
in a court of law.

“It’s been a tough year for everyone, especially small businesses like restaurants. 
We are so grateful to have the support of these wonderful establishments in each 
of our three-county service area.” says Karen Siefken, Executive Director. “What a 
great way to raise money for a great cause. Get together with your family or a few 
friends to enjoy a meal and help others at the same time! Be sure to keep an eye on 
our Facebook page for updates and reminders.”

Restaurants who are already signed up included: Hawkeye Restaurant, McDon-
ald’s and Happy Joe’s in Keokuk; Fat Jimmy’s in Montrose; 10th Street Station, Riv-
er Rocks and Palms Restaurant in Fort Madison. They are joined by The Red Front 
in Nauvoo, El Camino Real and Dairy Queen in Hamilton representing Hancock 
County and Papa’s Pizza in Kahoka representing Clark County. But there is room 
for more!

If you are interested in having your restaurant participate and it’s located in 
Clark, Hancock or Lee county please contact Karen Siefken at United Way of the 
Great River Region at 319-524-4504 or by email at director@unitedwaygrr.org.

United Way of the Great River Region serves all of Lee, Hancock, and Clark 
Counties. All donations are tax-deductible.

ing event for recreational trails.
PORT of Fort Madison received multiple grants and donations to fund the first 

two phases of the trail. Preparations for Phase III have been completed with con-
struction starting Spring of 2021. Phase III will connect the Baxter Sports Complex 
to Fort Madison Community Hospital.

PORT of Fort Madison operates as a subcommittee under the Parks & Recreation 
Department of the City of Fort Madison with the mission to improve and promote 
the walkability, run-ability and bike-ability of Fort Madison. The committee is made 
up of a volunteer group of community members. For more information or to make a 
donation go to the PORT of Fort Madison Facebook page.

PORT - Continued from Page 1

FUNDRAISER - Continued from Page 1

Restaurants still encouraged 
to join United Way drive

PORT committee continues 
work to build path around FM

Gov. says state will close FY 
2020 with $305.5M surplus

DES MOINES - Gov. 
Kim Reynolds announced 
today that the State of 
Iowa will end Fiscal Year 
2020 with a balance of 
$305.5 million in its Gen-
eral Fund. 

 “Fiscal responsibil-
ity has put the state of 
Iowa in a strong position 
despite some significant 
challenges ranging from 
a global pandemic to 
trade disruption,” said 
Gov. Reynolds. “In Iowa, 
we have turned those 
obstacles into opportu-
nities, making significant 
investments in education, 
agriculture, workforce, 

technology, and health 
care. The actions we have 
taken this year will help 
Iowa emerge from this 
unprecedented pandemic 
stronger than ever before. 
Going forward, we will 
continue to invest respon-
sibly in Iowans’ priorities 
and remain mindful of 
the potential challenges 
that still lie ahead.”   

“Iowa is in a strong 
financial position due 
to responsible spending 
practices and our strong 
cash reserves of over $770 
million,” said Dave Roed-
erer, Director of the Iowa 
Department of Man-

agement. “I commend 
Governor Reynolds and 
the Iowa legislature for 
their efforts to maintain 
a strong ending balance. 
We will continue to mon-
itor the impact COVID19 
has on our state budget 
for the coming fiscal 
year.”  

 FY 2020 closed on 
June 30th, but the accrual 
period officially ends on 
September 30th. During 
this time, Iowa closes the 
books and pays out and 
receives outstanding obli-
gations. Last year’s budget 
surplus was $289 million 
dollars.

The average person is on their device 
3+ hours per day.

Call Lee (319)371.4125

Reach your customers 
wherever they are
with digital ads.

https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Optometrist/Clear-View-Vision-Center-101158518365592/
http://www.GriffinMuffler.com
mailto:director%40unitedwaygrr.org?subject=
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• In-Store Specials
• Door Prizes

• Register To Win:
Weber and Traeger Grills

$50 Gift Certificates
Gift Baskets from The Girl’s Side

• Local Food Vendors
• AND MORE!!!

Fri. Oct. 2 & Sat. Oct. 3

Join our Join our 
50th Anniversary50th Anniversary
CELEBRATION

Fort Madison, Burlington 
& Mount Pleasant

Join the Facebook Event

Hounds face ‘Big’ test Friday vs. Mt. Pleasant

Fort Madison’s Tanner Settles (3) and Keaton Poe (25) close in on a BHS runner in last week’s 
55-7 win. The Hounds will face a stiffer test this week with Mt. Pleasant (2-2) coming to Rich-
mond Stadium.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – The Mt. Pleasant Panthers 
will be a ‘big’ test for the Bloodhounds on Friday.

Coming off a big 55-7 win Friday in Burlington, 
the Hounds meet up with the Panthers in a ‘big’ 
Class 3A District 5 clash… possibly a ‘big’ turning 
point in the Bloodhounds program… and a cou-
ple of ‘big’ Panther lineman.

And the Hounds, aside from 29-7 loss to Class 
3A No. 5 Washington three weeks ago, are having 
a BIG year.

Big kick returns for touchdowns, big blocked 
punts for touchdowns, big interceptions for touch-
downs… well, you get the ‘big’ picture.

Head Coach Derek Doherty said his squad is 
preparing to take the full brunt of a Mt. Pleas-
ant team that pulled out of last week’s game with 
Keokuk late in the week due to some coronavirus 
issues.

“We haven’t heard anything,” Doherty said 
Wednesday. “And to be honest I’m not listening. 
We want to prepare for the best no matter what.”

He said they don’t have any idea of what’s hap-
pening to the north, but said his focus all week, 
was playing a solid Mt. Pleasant squad.

The Panthers are 2-2 on the year with wins over 
a strong Clear Creek -Amana team and Fairfield, 
with losses to Washington and Tipton.

Mt. Pleasant is very similar offensively to Wash-
ington where the quarterback is dominating the 
total yardage. The Panther’s come in with senior 
Jack Johnson who has 1,224 yards in four games 
evenly spread with 605 through the air and 619 on 
the ground.

Doherty said Johnson’s a special athlete and the 
Hounds will have to contain him.

“He’s like the Willis kid in Washington. I feel 
like we’ve been dealing with these guys for years in 
a lot of sports,” Doherty said.

“We’ve proven that when we want to we’ve done 
a pretty good job of containing quarterback pow-
er, but we have these mental lapses. We hope we’ve 
grown and fixed those.”

Johnson makes up the 77% of the Panthers’ run 
game, but he has a bevy of quick, tall receivers that 
he’ll target if the run gets bottled up.

Seniors Chase Williamson and Brevin Wilson 
lead the way both averaging right at 17.4 yards per 
catch. Wilson has three touchdowns. Then senior 
Brennen Bender has 120 yards on just five catches 
and score.

And then there’s Henry Lutovsky, a 6’6” 320lb 
Nebraska recruit who anchors a line that also 
includes a couple more 300 lb. kids.

“It should be an exciting opportunity four our 
kids. You getta go up against a guy like that,” he 
said. “Let’s get out and play him. I think our guys 
are excited about it.”

He said the Hound offense found the right gear 
Friday. Junior QB Landes Williams threw three 
TDs and ran for another. Junior Tate Johnson 
caught two of the scoring tosses, while senior Will 

Larson caught the other from 40 yards out.
Johnson had a spectacular catch on ball out in 

front where he got completely hori-
zontal hauling it in. Doherty said no 
one thought he would get hands on 
the throw.

“Tate’s a special kid,” Doherty said. 
“I was talking to Burlington’s AD 
after the game and he said when the 
ball was released he thought there 
was no way… and then said that was 
one of the best catches he’s ever seen.”

Williams had some instinctive 
runs and senior Calem Maclearn had 
some extra yards with nifty moves 
carrying the ball. Doherty said the 
kids instincts with the ball are more 

of an art form.
“That’s being an artist. These kids are artists 

of the game. You like to think our drills are tak-
ing hold, but the creativity of them this year is 
very impressive,” he said. “Some of that might by 
watching YouTube’s greatest juke videos, I don’t 
know, but whatever is happening.. it’s fun to 
watch.”

The Hound offense sputtered during the first 
half of the season as the staff tried different per-
sonnel to find the best combination. But they 
seemed to have settled in the last six quarters of 
play.

Larson started the year at quarterback, but has 
been moved into the slot receiver spot, while Ma-
clearn has emerged as the featured tailback. But 
Doherty and offensive coordinator Justin Menke 
are not shy about slipping other players into the 
mix.

“I felt like for two or three weeks in a row I was 
saying how close we were and our message to the 
kids after Burlington was that this is what our 
offense is capable of,” he said.

“Obviously, were pretty high on them and be-
lieve in them fully. We know how they live Mon-
day through Thursday and even on the weekends. 
It’s a special group of kids. It’s fun to watch their 
hard work and efforts pay off.

On defense the Hounds have three players with 
30 tackles on the year led by Levi Lowney and 
Keaton Poe each with 31.5, and sophomore Tan-
ner Settles at 30, all top 3 in District 5. Three other 
Hounds have 20 plus tackles.

Doherty said the squad breaks to “SWARM” and 
they live that philosophy on the field.

“There aren’t just saying it. They take pride in 
getting as many hats to the football as possible. 
Sometimes we get aggressive because we want to 
get in on the party and we abandon our job and 
give up an edge. But we’re getting better at it.”

Doherty said this year’s team is developing a 
cohesiveness and a bond and a trust in each other 
to get the job done.

He said last week’s blocked punt by Poe and TD 
recovery by Johnson showed how much the kids 
are brothers on the field.

“Thing I love most about that is that in the video 
you can see Tate trying to slip the ball to Keaton 
to give him the credit. That’s how much our guys 
love each other. It gives me the chills thinking 
about that. That’s culture.. and that’s our dudes.”

The Hounds and Panthers kick off at 7 p.m. Fri-
day on Youel Field in Richmond Stadium. Restric-
tions have been lifted so there will be full admis-
sion at the game. Face coverings are required if 
social distancing isn’t possible.

WHO TO WATCH
BLOODHOUNDS

#4 Landes Williams (Jr.) QB
#13 Tate Johnson (Jr.) WR/DB
#77 Ethan Deacon (Sr.) OL/DL
#5 Brock Califf (Sr.) RB/DB/ST

#25 Keaton Poe (Sr.) RB/LB
#24 Calem Maclearn (Sr.) RB/DB

Mt. Pleasant
#59 Henry Lutovsky (Sr.) OL/DL

#7 Jack Johnson (Sr.) QB/DB
#9 Brevin Wilson (Sr.) WR

#4 Chase Williamson (Sr.) WR
#20 Avery Scandridge (Sr.) RB

HOUNDS PREVIEW

MACLEARN

JOHNSON

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck (319)371.1670

http://www.tristateoutdoorproducts.com/
 https://www.facebook.com/events/612351646309764/
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20202020
To Do ListTo Do List

Thank you to all our customers who worked
to reduce their environmental footprint last year.

We look forward to helping you continue your efforts
and to educating our communities on more ways to help this year.

Here are just a few ways you can help:
• Don’t put plastic bags in recycling bins
• Rinse & clean all food jars & cans before recycling
• Flatten empty boxes for better storage & volume reduction
• Place all recyclables loose in bins
• Don’t recycle wrapping paper
• Properly dispose of all electronics and household hazardous 

waste

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Save Our Planet

The breaking point, Kim Parker said, came 
when she was driving home on the day the Minor 
League Baseball season was canceled.

Parker, the general manager of the Burlington 
Bees, realized there was a strong possibility that 
the last Major League Baseball-affiliated game had 
been played at Community Field.

“I started crying in my car,” she said, remember-
ing the thought that when the final out was made 
in the 6-3 loss to the Clinton LumberKings on 
August 30, 2019, no one knew that might be the 
last Midwest League game played in Burlington.

Major League Baseball ran out the clock on Mi-
nor League Baseball on Wednesday. The Profes-
sional Baseball Agreement between the two sides 
was expiring, and what comes next is going to be 
a reconstruction of the minors, and communities 
like Burlington could be left out.

MLB’s plan is to reduce the number of affiliates 
from 160 to 120. Every reported list of the 40 
eliminated franchises has had the Bees on it.

Already, there have been changes around the 
minors. The Appalachian League, once a 10-team 
Rookie League, has been converted to a college 
summer wood-bat league. Other organizations 
in the short-season summer leagues may face a 
similar fate.

But there are teams in full-season leagues who 
could be contracted as well. The Class A Midwest 
League is not immune to changes, with teams like 
the Bees and the Clinton LumberKings on the list 
for possible contraction.

And even teams who do survive and are on 
the final list for saving may not be able to afford 
the changes that Major League Baseball wants in 
terms of facility and franchise standards.

The Burlington Baseball Association, which 
runs the Bees, was made aware of the possibility of 
contraction last winter. The plan was, if 2020 was 
going to be the last season of affiliated baseball, it 
was going to be a grand, if sad, goodbye.

“Minor league baseball or not, we’ve always been 
focused on how can we keep baseball in Burl-
ington,” Parker said. “Community Field is such a 
beautiful place, and so it’s like, what can we do to 
fill it?

“So when we found out what was going on, it 
was like, ‘OK, if this is our last year, let’s make it 
big, let’s do more stuff.’”

But once the COVID-19 pandemic hit, there 
was no chance of there being minor league base-
ball anywhere, and in the summer the season was 
finally canceled.

“I was like, ‘Oh my gosh,’” Parker said of that 
drive home on June 30, when the season was offi-
cially shut down. “I have a good relationship with 
everyone with the (Los Angeles Angels, the Bees’ 
MLB affiliate), the players, the coaches …

“I feel like we got cheated out of a possibility of a 
last affiliated season.”

Parker said that since Community Field isn’t 
landlocked, there was room for expansion of 
facilities that were going to be required by MLB — 
such things as a kitchen for a chef to cook meals 
for players, and expanded clubhouse space for 

more coaches.
“There is plenty of room to go up and go out,” 

Parker said. “Everything has a cost. If cost wasn’t 
an issue, absolutely we have the space to do that.”

There were other standards as well for travel — 
the Bees were going to have two buses for road 

trips this season because of added staff and equip-
ment.

The pandemic also was going to lead to other 
expenses, including the expansion of dugouts for 
more space for social distancing.

All of that would have meant more expenses for 
the organization.

If the Bees are left off the MLB list, there are 
plenty of options for baseball here, everything 
from an independent professional league to 
college wood-bat summer leagues like the North-
woods League or the Prospect League, which 
feature Midwest teams.

“I do know that regardless of what happens, the 
board of directors are committed to keeping base-

It’s been a quite summer at Community Field

See BEES, page 8

http://www.grrwa.com
https://www.fortmadisony.org
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Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Logo

Agent Photo

Disclosure

Agent Info

Unlock  
more savings —
with [auto + renters] 
Contact me to schedule a SuperCheck®  
and see how simple combining your auto 
and renters insurance can be!

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC114 (9-17)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARYHOLTKAMP.COM
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Never Shiver. Don’t Sweat.

Just call
Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service • Never An Overtime Charge
FREE Estimates • Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

(319) 316-6016
Now Open Monday through Friday

1001 Avenue H, Suite 2 • Fort Madison
www.ClearViewVision.com

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
http://StopTextsStopWrecks.org
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://www.GriffinMuffler.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://www.CullenPest.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Optometrist/Clear-View-Vision-Center-101158518365592/
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
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NOW HIRING!

SEASONAL
LABORERS

& OFFICE HELP
Possibly turning into

FT or PT with Benefits

Heartland Co-0p is an  
Equal Opportunity Employ-
er (EOE-AA) committed 
to advancing diversity in 
the  workplace. Post of-
fer pre-employment drug 
screen, job physical, & 
physical capacity profile 
required. 

FOR JOB INFO
& TO APPLY VISIT:

heartlandcoop.submit-
4jobs.com 

Select Southeast Iowa, 
Region 3

 2136 Green Bay Rd   
Wever, IA 52658
319-372-7852

Iowa State
Penitentiary

in Fort Madison 
has openings

for correctional 
officers

Correctional officers serve 
as the backbone to the cor-
rectional system. Their ca-
reers are both challenging 
and rewarding as they bal-
ance their security mission 
with the mission of helping 
those incarcerated reform 
themselves into a successful, 
law-abiding citizen upon their 
reentry. Once fully trained, 
Correctional Officers can 
make a lasting impact on 
an incarcerated person’s life 
while also helping maintain 
safe and secure correctional 
facilities. New Correctional 
Officers earn a full time sal-
ary as they go through their 
training, and the State offers 
one of the most competitive 
benefits packages in the pri-
vate or public sectors.
 
Salary range is $42,307 to 
$62,691 annually.
 

Minimum Qualification 
Requirements

•	 Graduation from high 
school, GED, or equiv-
alency.

For additional information, 
please click on this link to 
view the job description 
(Download PDF reader).

Additional Qualification 
Requirements

All applicants must be able 
to successfully pass the fol-
lowing:

•	 Psychological tests
•	 A background investiga-

tion check.
•	 A post-offer health 

screen administered by 
an institutional physi-
cian.

•	 A urinalysis screen for 
drugs.

•	 All new employee train-
ing during the proba-
tionary period, including 
local orientation, new 
employee orientation, 
and emergency pre-
paredness training.

•	 Designated positions in 
this job class require ap-
plicants to obtain a Com-
mercial Driver’s License 
and endorsements with-
in a period of time as de-
termined by the appoint-
ing authority at the time 
of hire.

To apply, click the following 
link: https://doc.iowa.gov/
about-us/about-institutions/
iowa-state-penitentiary

Beautiful Studio 
Apartment

A perfect space if you love 
a river view and enjoy nice 
things. This upstairs apart-
ment is located in downtown 
Fort Madison. All utilities 
as well as washer/dryer are 
included. Off-street parking, 
shared courtyard, and secu-
rity cameras are just a few 
benefits. $850 per month.

319.371.7753

We’re Not Southeast Iowa’s
Favorite Dental Office

Without Our Great Team

APPLY TODAY
TO JOIN US!

Pothitakis Dentistry current-
ly has a position available for 
a Full-Time Dental Assistant.

Complete an application at
or mail your resume to
1223 S. Gear Avenue,

Eastman Plaza, Suite 302
West Burlington, IA 52655

or email burldental@gmail.com
EOE

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS

HELP WANTED

HELP
WANTED

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Find the Care Guides you need to care for your loved one at
aarp.org/caregiving 1-877-333-5885

YOUR HERO
CARED FOR YOU.
NOW, YOU CARE FOR HER.

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

PUBLIC NOTICE
FORT MADISON

COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
DISTRICT

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
SPECIAL MEETING/

WORK SESSION
October 5, 2020

6:00 P.M.

AGENDA

I. Call meeting to order 
and determination of a 
quorum 

II. Approve the agenda 
III. Consider approval 

of Certified Annual Report 
for Fiscal Year ended 
June 30, 2020. 

IV. Consider approval of 
Limited English Proficient 
(LEP) Allowable Cost 
request to the School 
Budget Review Commit-
tee (SBRC). 

V. Consider approval of 
Special Education Sup-
plement for Fiscal Year 
ended June 30, 2020. 

VI. Consider approval of 
the Annual Transportation 
Report for the Fiscal Year 
ended June 30, 2020.

VII. Consider approval 
of additional PORT Trail 
easement agreement 

VIII. Return to Learn 
discussion	    

IX.Announcements
October 19, 2020 6:00 

PM, Regular Meeting, 
Board Room, Central 
Office

November 2, 2020 6:00 

PUBLIC NOTICES
PM, Work Session, Board 
Room, Central Office

November 16, 2020 
6:00 PM, Regular Meet-
ing, Board Room, Central 
Office

X. Adjourn

Selling 
classic 

cars in a 
modern 

way

Up to 200 words
1 photo • 14 days

FREE
Place your 
ad online 

24/7
www.pencitycurrent.com

•

Email your 
ad to

classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

•
Call

(319)371.4125

YOUR AD 
HERE
Call Lee

(319) 371.4125

#ShopLocal
Support your local

business community!

https://heartlandcoop.submit4jobs.com/index.cfm?cid=85397&region=Region%203
https://heartlandcoop.submit4jobs.com/index.cfm?cid=85397&region=Region%203
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
https://heartlandcoop.submit4jobs.com/index.cfm?cid=85397&region=Region%203
https://www.facebook.com/JeffReichmanforIowaSenate/
https://www.facebook.com/JeffReichmanforIowaSenate/
https://www.facebook.com/JeffReichmanforIowaSenate/
mailto:burldental@gmail.com
http://AARP.org/Caregiving
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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From the Front

Now Accepting
New Patients.

Pothitakis Dentistry

www.DrMarkDDS.com

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753-2515

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry
319-372-3614

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry West

319-372-4882

6 Convenient Locations to Serve You

We’re in this Together.
Protect your family & community:

COVER COUGHS & SNEEZES
STAY HOME WHEN ILL
WASH HANDS OFTEN

#3 John Bennett Drive#3 John Bennett Drive
Fort MadisonFort Madison

www.leecountyhd.orgwww.leecountyhd.org

(319) 372.5225(319) 372.5225

Ron Litchfield - Owner/ Pizzapreneur 605 South 10th St. Burlington, Iowa 52601
Phone (319) 752-5767 / Cell (319) 572-2495 / Email: RonLitch4176@msn.com / https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/

Open
Monday-Saturday 11am-8pm

Sunday 11am-2pm

Voted #1 Chicken & Buffet in Southeast Iowa

DINE-IN • DELIVERY • CARRYOUT

ball here in Burlington,” Parker said. “There will be baseball in some form 
here. Once everything smooths out with Major League Baseball, and what’s 
going to happen, we’ll be able to announce where we’re at moving forward. 
We’re definitely going to have baseball in Burlington in 2021.

“Our biggest thing is, financially, what would be feasible, what’s the best 
fit for the community, that kind of thing. There are a few that could be ruled 
out pretty quickly, a few that we think would work well for Burlington.”

Parker and her staff would have already been preparing for a 2021 season, 
putting together sponsorships and advertising as well as getting ready to sell 
tickets for a Midwest League schedule that would have been in hand in the 
middle of the summer.

For now, that’s on hold.
“Our whole season has been ‘hurry up and wait,’” Parker said. “Wait for 

this, wait for that. When it comes to light what the final decision is, it will 
be quick for us to come to a final decision. Schedules have to be made, all of 
that other stuff.

“I’ve been talking to sponsors, letting them know there will be baseball in 
some form. ‘This is Option A, and then B, C and D’. … That waiting is like a 
dark cloud over you. You don’t know what’s going to happen. At some point 
in time, you want a decision, so you can either pivot, or move on.”

Moving on isn’t going to be easy. It’s been a quiet summer at the ballpark.
“Every summer for the last 20 years has been centered on baseball,” Parker 

said. “It’s very desolate at the ballpark. When you walk around, there’s not 
the noises that you’re used to hearing. It’s just been a real trying year, for 
everybody.

“It’s not only baseball, it’s everything else. It’s been a mental battle all year 
long. My life has been centered around my career in baseball. If you don’t 
have it, you lose a piece of yourself.”

John Bohnenkamp is an award-winning sports writer/editor and contributes 
to the Pen City Current

BEES - Continued from Page 5

Bees park plans on hold

Madison City Council and then was elected in 2017 to represent the 2nd Ward.
Morawitz served in the U.S. Navy for six years during the Vietnam era. He was 

also an electrician with the IBEW Local #13. He volunteered for the City Preserva-
tion Commission, the Old Settlers Association and the North Lee County Historical 
Society.

City Manager David Varley said Morawitz was an engaged councilman who didn’t 
shy from questioning anything.

 “I enjoyed working with Bob,” Varley said. “He had original thoughts and he 
would tell us what was on his mind. He was an independent thinker and brought 
new ideas to the table.”

Varley said it wasn’t uncommon for Morawitz to stop in to see Varley and discuss 
questions he had on issues facing the city.

 “He was very good about doing that and talking with us. We’re going to miss him 
here, and we’re sorry to see him pass.”

Councilman Kevin Rink, the current longest serving council member, said 
Morawitz had great knowledge of city history and operations and made his opinions 
known.

Rink said he wished he’d been able to spend more time with Morawitz on the 
council.

 “Bob did a little bit of everything and anything,” Rink said.
 “And he had a vast amount of knowledge for the decisions that we had to make. 

That enabled him to questions things and I really appreciated that about him. He’s 
definitely going to be missed. My condolences go out to his entire family.”

Councilman Mark Lair said not only did Morawitz make substantial contributions 
to the city government, he was also ever-present in works with the city’s history 
including the new Battlefield site.

“I think he brought a lot of good things to the council and he was very level head-
ed. His knowledge of his trade, as an electrician, also helped us in many decisions we 
had to make,” Lair said.

Mohrfeld said Morawitz sought out public service, sometimes even things as little 
as sweeping up sidewalks around town, but it was his challenge to the beaten path 
that sticks out with the Mayor.

“He was never afraid to challenge the status quo,” Mohrfeld said. “And that’s a good 
thing. He was very independent thinker and he’s going to be missed here.”

Morawitz is survived by his wife Bev Gobble of Fort Madison and five stepsons, 
13 grandchildren, 11 great-grandchildren, a brother and two sisters. His complete 
obituary appears inside today’s edition.

MORAWITZ - Continued from Page 1

Councilman remembered 
as independent thinker

http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
http://www.leecountyhd.org
https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/


Click here to visit us on Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/denmarkucc
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