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Heyland to build RV park

ON EAST SIDE: FM man working with premier RV park designer on project

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - They used to hit
golf balls there, and then they raced
go-carts around on it. But a vacant hill-
side on Fort Madison’s east side is now
transitioning into an RV park.

Jon Heyland, owner of Floorcrafters
just down the hill, is working with one
of the premiere RV park designers in
the world in Rich Stockwell, out of La
Connor, Wash. to create an upscale
short-stay park overlooking the scenic
drop to the Mississippi River.

Heyland said the new project will
be an investor-based partnership with
Stockwell handling the design and fa-
cilitating the construction of the park.

“This guy is one of the top RV park
designers in the world — and I just
called him,” Heyland said.

“He thinks the property is just prime
for what they want to do.”

The property is not within city limits
so it is still part of the county, but
Heyland said he hopes the city chooses
to annex the property so the park can
have connected water and sewer. He
said if that doesn’t happen, he will have
to install septic tanks.

He said city officials have been sup-
portive of the new endeavor.

Stockwell said his timeline would be
to have the park ready for RV travelers
in the spring of 2022. He said it’s a nice
coincidental development considering
the city is looking to open a new mari-
na close to the same time.

“They’re gonna rehab that marina
and it’s gonna be a nice contrast to

Image courtesy of RVConsulting, LLC

This photo of the Indian Shores RV park near Lake Tomahawk, Wis-
consin is just one of the parks that Rich Stockwell has helped design.
Shutwell is part of an RV Park being designed on the 2nd Street hill-
side in Fort Madison. Below is the current property to be developed.

that,” Stockwell said. “Most people talk ~ number of RV pads he’s looking to put
about what we bring in and these RV's on the property, but said the parks have

are really land yachts. Some are more to provide plenty of space for those
than 40 feet long and way over the top”
Stockwell didn’t elaborate on the See PARK, page 8

CITY NEWS

State Fire Marshal investigating suspected explosive device

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - The State Fire
Marshal’s office is looking into a device
that was found in the 2800 block of
Avenue O Monday night.

Fort Madison Police were called to
the area at around 8:10 p.m. Monday
and asked for assistance from the Fort

Madison Fire Department. dent is under investigation.

Firefighters were called at 8:14 to “I can confirm that a State Fire Mar-
investigate what is being described shall was requested to respond to a sus-
as a possible explosive device. After pected explosive device. It was crudely
barricading the scene and blocking off ~ constructed and found abandoned by a
an the Intersection of 28th Street and citizen,” Rohloff said Tuesday morning.
Avenue O, the fire marshals office was “Although no persons or structures
contacted. were endangered, precautions were

Fort Madison Police Chief Mark
Rohloff confirmed today that the inci- See DEVICE, page 5

Charter schools
should have

sunshine, t0o

The 2021 session of the Iowa Legisla-
ture will end in a few weeks, and one big
issue moving toward a final vote would
make charter schools easier to create as an
alternative to the traditional K-12 public
schools.

Others can debate the pros and cons of
charter schools and House File 813, the
bill that is awaiting debate and a vote in
the Senate. That’s not my purpose here 9
today.

But I want to sound a cautionary note:

If the Legislature wants to make it
easier to establish these independent
schools and provide them with state tax
money to operate on, then lawmakers
should amend House File 813 to ensure
these schools are subject to Iowa’s public
records laws.

As written, the bill already states that
meetings of the charter schools’ boards
of directors would have to be open to the
public. But the only records the bill men-
tions that would be open to the public are
the annual budget for the charter school,
the annual report it submits to the Iowa
Department of Education, and the report
on each school the department issues
once a year.

This is far from adequate.

Unlike private K-12 schools that oper-
ate on tuition paid by the students who
enroll there, the proposed law prohibits
charter schools from charging tuition. In-
stead, their operating funds would come
from Iowa’s taxpayers, the same revenue
source the state’s K-12 public schools rely
on.

If charter schools are not required to
comply with the public records laws,
Iowans would be deprived of important
documents and information they deserve
to properly evaluate how these schools

See EVANS, page 8
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OBITUARIES

OBITUARIES

PATRICIA M. BREWER

Patricia “Pat” M. Brewer, 80, of Keokuk, passed away on Monday, April 19, 2021, at St.
Vincent’s Home in Quincy, Illinois.

Pat was born on December 10, 1940, in Keokuk, the daughter of Maurice Herbert and
Margaret Angelica (Grimpe) Brewer. She was employed at McDonaldss,
making biscuits by hand for years. She enjoyed spending her free time
gardening, sewing, crocheting, and solving her crossword puzzles. She had
a tenacious and stubborn personality and will be dearly missed.

Pat is survived by her sons Jerry (Tammy) Brewer of Argyle, lowa, and
Robert (Tara) Brewer of Quincy, Illinois; thirteen grandchildren; and nu-
merous great-grandchildren and great-great-grandchildren.

Pat is preceded in death by her parents; three siblings: Loren E. Larson,
Maurice H. Brewer and Theodore “Ted” A. Brewer; and his granddaughter Meghan Brewer.

Pat’s life will be celebrated with a visitation from 4 to 7 pm, with family meeting friends
from 5 to 7 pm on Friday, April 23, 2021, at DeJong-Greaves-Printy Funeral Home in
Keokuk.

Tributes and condolences may be left at www.dejongsfuneralhome.com.

DeJong-Greaves-Printy Funeral Home of Keokuk is in charge of arrangements.

BREWER

SHARI L. DUNAGAN

Shari Lynne Dunagan, 71, of Keokuk, IA, died Sunday, April 18, 2021 at her home.
She was born December 21, 1949 in Keokuk, IA the daughter of Charles and Hel-
en Knowles Stephens. Shari graduated from Keokuk High School with the Class of

1968.

On September 27, 1969 she was united in marriage to Daniel J.
Dunagan. He preceded her in death on October 30, 2017.

Shari had been employed at Keokuk Water Works for forty-two
years, until her retirement in 2019.

She was a faithful member of First Baptist Church in Keokuk, where

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funer-
al homes and they run the day they are submitted in most cases.
They are also run as submitted by the funeral homes. Reposting of
obituaries due to changes can only be requested by the submitting
funeral home and will be assessed a $15 reposting fee.

DUNAGAN she taught Sunday school for forty-years. She was also a member of
Tri State Quilters Guild and the American Legion Auxiliary.

Shari enjoyed spending time outdoors mowing her yard, gardening and feeding
the birds. Shari was a wonderful cook. She loved to collect recipes and share her
favorite dishes with family and friends. She was an avid shopper and frequently
stopped at one of her favorite stores, Simply Home in Keokuk. Shari liked going
on walks with her friends and also enjoyed meeting with them on Taco Monday at
the American Legion and the South Side Boat Club for Bobbi’s Burgers. Shari and
her sister Penny were dedicated volunteers at the Keokuk High School concession
stand for many years. Shari never missed any sporting events that her grandchild,
niece and nephews were involved in. Throughout her life, she delighted in crafting,
sewing, quilting and making beautiful wreaths, floral arrangements and cemetery
decorations. Most of all, Shari loved her family and treasured the time she spent
with them.

She is survived by one son, Jason Dunagan of Keokuk, one grandson, Charles
“C.J” Dunagan of Keokuk and six nephews, Kory (Leah) Hotop of Keokuk, Ethan
(Alexis) Hotop of Hamilton, IL, Dan Burke, Robert (Teresa) Burke and Scott Burke
all of Keokuk and Tim Hardy of St. Louis, MO,

Besides her husband, Shari was also preceded in death by her parents, one sister
Penny Hotop, and her husband, David Hotop and Penny’s daughter, Samantha Wh-
iteside, one uncle, David Knowles, one sister-in-law, Sherry Jasperson and two aunts,
Thelma Hilberer and Ruth Seyb.

A funeral service will be held at 10 a.m., Thursday, at the First Baptist Church
in Keokuk with Pastor Bob Brandhagen officiating. Burial will be in the Keokuk
National Cemetery. Social distancing requirements will be in place and masks are

recommended at the church and funeral home. The service will be live streamed on 9

Shari’s tribute wall on the Vigen Memorial Home webpage.
Visitation will be held after 1 p.m., Wednesday;, at the Vigen Memorial Home in
Keokuk with family meeting with friends from 5-8 p.m.
Memorials may be made to the First Baptist Church or the Jackson Township Fire
Department.
Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.

com.
@pencitycurrent

At this time we are offering curbside pick-up for orders over

$20. Orders can be placed via phone (319-837-6126), email

(sonnysmarket@hotmail.com) or Facebook messanger (@

sonnyssupermarket). Inmediate reaction to Social Media is

not guaranteed.

Call for curhside pickup
319.837.6126
327 5™ Street, West Point, 1A
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Lee County Health Department Hospice

Your Choice for Compassionate tospice Care

in Lee, Des Moines, Henry, and Van Buren counties in lowa
& Hancock and Henderson counties in lllinois

Hospice Services include

24/7 on-call nursing staff  Skilled nursing services
Social worker visits ® Music & massage therapy
Homecare aide assistance ® \olunteer services

Spiritual & grief support

?}eothmq) comfo)etm) end-of-lite care pince 1989

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 or (800) 458-6672
Medicare Certified

www.LeeCountyHD.org
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Scene Around Town/lowa News

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Construction crews have already pulled up the first stretch of Hwy. 61 just west of the 6th Street
intersection in front of Connection Bank in Fort Madison. The reconstruction of the second
section of the highway to 10th Street is expected to last into the fall with traffic detoured up 6th

Street and back down 15th Street.

AG Miller issues statement on Chauvin verdict

DES MOINES — Iowa Attorney General Tom Mill-
er released the following statement after the verdict in
the Derek Chauvin case:

“I am pleased that there was accountability for the
murder of George Floyd. Justice prevailed in this case.
I acknowledge, however, that the struggle for equity

€

319-372-5201

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA
52627
Tony@tawins.com

and fairness in the justice system continues.

“I congratulate and applaud Minnesota Attorney
General Keith Ellison and his team for their success-
ful prosecution and their commitment to justice. I
have worked closely with him and I am impressed
with his high level of conviction, judgment, and per-
sistence.

“For years, my staft and I have worked on policies
to address the disparate impact on people of color
in the criminal justice system, especially concerning
sentencing reform. Legislation addressing chokeholds
and officer misconduct passed in Iowa last year in the
wake of Floyd’s murder. I am committed to work for
more reforms”

State workforce alerts

of fraud activity

DES MOINES - ITowa Workforce Development
(IWD) reports an increase in recent fraudulent activ-
ity related to unemployment insurance. This includes
claims filed using stolen identities or unauthorized
access to an individual’s account, as well as computer
generated claims from a single employer that exceeds
the number of employees. Unemployment insurance
fraud is a national issue, and IWD is working closely
with the U.S. Department of Labor, the National Asso-
ciation of State Workforce Agencies, and other states
around the country to share information regarding
known bad actors or methods of attack.

IWD has not suffered any data breaches and none of
the information being used to file fraudulent unem-
ployment claims is from a data breach of IWD. Crim-
inal organizations are using highly sophisticated algo-
rithms and programs to attack states’ unemployment
systems. Fraudsters are obtaining identity information
from many sources, such as from fraudulent phishing
scams or recent large-scale private sector breaches that
included private information from millions of individ-
uals.

It is a good time to remind Iowans to protect their
personal information, sign in credentials and pass-
words. Iowans should also take care to and establish
PIN and passwords that are difficult for an outside
person or computer to generate (for example, avoid
using the last four digits of your social security number
or date of birth).

IWD urges Iowans to be on the lookout for any
suspicious activity related to unemployment claims.
Indicators of fraudulent activity can include:

« A mailing from IWD notifying you of a claim in
your name when you have not filed an unemployment
insurance claim.

» A 1099-G from IWD stating you have income from
unemployment insurance when you have not filed for
or received unemployment insurance during the last
calendar year.

« A fact-finding call or notice from IWD when you
have not filed a claim for unemployment insurance.

« Your employer notifying you of a notice they re-
ceived that an unemployment claim was filed.

« Anything you may suspect as fraudulent banking
activity.

If you suspect fraudulent activity, contact IWD im-
mediately by one of the following:

Email: Ulfraud@iwd.iowa.gov

Phone number: 1-866-239-0843

Web form: https://www.iowaworkforcedevelopment.
gov/report-potential-unemployment-claimant-fraud

Additional information is available online from the
United States Department of Labor here: http://www.
dol.gov/fraud.

The Tooth Is. . .
.. . We

Our Patients!

Now Accepting New; Patients

Fort Madison Fort Madison
Family Dentistry West Family Dentistry East
319-372-4882 319-372-3614
Dr. David Courtney Dr. Jonathan Dingeldein

Dr. Stephanie Heyland
Dr. Mark Pothitakis

Pothitakis Dentistry

6 Convenient Locations to Serve You

www.DriVlarkDDS.com
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STEVEN L. ANDERSON

Steven Laverne Anderson, 72, of Donnellson, Iowa, passed away at 9:15 p.m. Sun-
day, April 18, 2021, at his home in Donnellson.

He was born on June 2, 1948 in Fairfield, Iowa, the son of Wendall Laverne and
Julia V. (Heston) Anderson. On May 5, 1968 he married Mary Ann
MclIntosh in Keosauqua, Iowa.

Survivors include his wife: Mary Ann; one son: Corey Laverne
(Meranda) Anderson of West Point; two grandchildren: Grant La-
verne Anderson, Macy Mae Anderson; two sisters: Carolyn Walters of
Des Moines and Julie (Linn) Hunsaker of Mt. Pleasant: one brother:

ANDERSON Rich Anderson of Eminence, Missouri. Also surviving are several
nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents; brother: Larry
Anderson; brothers-in-law: Vince Walters and William “Bill”
MclIntosh; mother-in-law: Lenore McIntosh and father-in law:
Wyatt McIntosh.

Steve graduated from Van Buren Community High School
and Cedar Rapids Barber School. He worked as a barber in Burlington, Iowa and
enlisted in the United States Air Force in 1968.

After the Air Force, he returned to work in the telephone business for twenty
years, then retired from the United States Post Office in Donnellson after twenty-two
years of service. Steve was a member of the Donnellson American Legion Gillaspey
- Moodie Post #474 and one of the founding members of the Stockport Funny Face
Club.

Friends may call after 12:00 noon Wednesday, April 21, 2021, at Schmitz Funeral
Home in Donnellson where the family will receive friends from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.

A funeral service will be held at 10:00 a.m. Thursday, April 22, 2021, at Schmitz
Funeral Home in Donnellson with Carolyn Pundt officiating. Following his funeral,
a video of the service will be posted on his obituary page under his “Tribute Wall” at
www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.

Burial will be at Spencer Cemetery in Stockport, Iowa with full military rites pre-
sented by the Donnellson American Legion.

Memorials have been established in his memory for Donnellson Fire and Rescue
or Donnellson American Legion.

6 Online condolences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com. 9
Schmitz Funeral Home of Donnellson is assisting the family with arrangements.

Components of device being
analyzed by state

DEVICE - Continued from Page 1

taken by having the fire department on scene. The components are being analyzed
and it remains under investigation.”

An agent from the state fire marshal’s office arrived and took control of the scene
and requested sand be brought to the scene by the city public works department in
addition to barricades. The agent determined the area was safe and tagged the com-
ponents before clearing the scene.

Authorities from Burlington Northern Santa Fe were also notified due to the prox-
imity to a rail line just south of the intersection, but no interruption of service was
reported.

Call Chuck (319)371.1670
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HELP WANTED

DENTAL HYGIENIST

Mark C. Pothitakis Family Den-
tistry currently has a position
available for a Full-Time Dental

Mobile Nursing Services FULL-TIME
Now Hiring

2136 Green Bay Rd
Wever, 1A 52658

NOW HIRING
319-372-7852

(Fort Madison)

LPNs Hygienist. Competitive com
o . L Now Hiring! General Operator
Home Health Aides pensation package including
paid vacation, retirement, paid Mari Facilit Job #216251W
ccnpatiangl holidays, and optional health arine Faciity "
OTheg‘apist insurance. Please mail your re- Operations We Offer Competitive Wages
sume to 1223 S. Gear Avenue, . (Up to $31 .3.5/hr. and @
Clerical Eastman Plaza, Suite 302 & Maintenance Comprehensive Benefits

Package
General Operators work
a 12-hour rotating schedule

West Burlington, IA 52655, or

‘We are now hiring additional staff . .
email to burldental@gmail.com.

to meet the needs of our increased Benefits Included

client base. EOE. Full & Part Time ¢
Applyat: Positions Available (days and nights).
705 Ave. G, Fort Madison
Or email: . . .
mobnurse@mobilenursi i Heartland Co-op is an Appl nline at:
,A Equal Opportunity https://careers.dupont.com
Employer (EOE-AA) Under Search Jobs: Enter

job #216251W or refine your
search by City (Fort Madi-
son)
for information and
requirements

committed to advancing
diversity in the work-
place. Post offer ...
pre-employment
drug screen, job

Subscribe to

hysical, & physical
# PCC tOd ay caga}c/ity proﬂlg rgquired. On-line appli_ca_tions. accepted
F d P d for a limited time
ree an al
H H FOR JOB INFO DuPont is an
OPtlons Available. & TO APPLY VISIT: Equal Opportunity Employer

DuPont is an E-Verify Employer
DuPont supports the
“I Hire Vets” program

heartlandcoop.com
Career Opportunities,

Wever

APARTMENTS Advertise

in a brand

FOR RENT

new way.

Message your
customers
where they
spend their

time — online!

Call Lee
(319)371.4125

Follow Us

@pencitycurrent

Our Fort Madison, IA
Liquids Packaging Facility
is seeking applicants
interested in their next
great career move for:

We offer benefits including:
Health, Dental, Vision coverage
Fitness Club Reimbursement
Nutrition Reimbursement
401K match up to 7.5%

15% Discounted Stock Purchase

13 Scotts paid Holidays

Hourly Opportunities

* Machine Packaging Operator
$18.30 per hour

* Forklift Operators
$21.00 per hour

GalaryiOpportanitios Generous vacation plan

* Sr. Continuous Improvement
Engineer

+ Sr. Engineer Formulations
Supervisor

* Production Supervisor —
Nights

* Production Supervisor —
1st/2nd Rotating Shift

* Maintenance Supervisor

+ EHS Manager

* Quality Assurance Supervi-
sor

» Shipping Coordinator

» Technical Manager

Our commitment to diversity and
including includes five Employee
Resource Groups:

 Scotts Women'’s Network

« Scotts Black Employee Network
* Scotts Veterans network

» Scotts Young Professionals

« Scotts Pride Network: GroPride

To review the full job descriptions for these opportunities and submit
your application for consideration, please visit Scotts career site at:

www.scottsmiraclegro.com/careers

HELP WANTED

>

Want a career in the Criminal Jus-
tice field?

Consider a Correctional Officer position at lowa
State Penitentiary
Ft. Madison, IA

Wondering if you can be a
correctional officer?

MINIMUM QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS: Graduation
from high school, GED, or equivalency. Degree in Criminal
Justice helpful but not necessary. Ability to pass a background
check (minor charges considered), a drug urinalysis, and an
online profile assessment test.

JOB DESCRIPTION: Correctional officers serve as the back-
bone to the correctional system. Their careers are both chal-
lenging and rewarding as they balance their security mission
with the mission of helping those incarcerated reform them-
selves into a successful, law-abiding citizen upon their reentry.
Once fully trained, Correctional Officers can make a lasting
impact on an incarcerated person’s life while also helping
maintain safe and secure correctional facilities. New Correc-
tional Officers earn a full time salary as they go through their
training, and the State offers one of the most competitive ben-
efits packages in the private or public sector. Starting Salary:
($20.34/$30.14 [Max])

Correctional officers are DRUG FREE, SELF CONFIDENT,
ASSERTIVE, HONEST, TEAM PLAYERS, FLEXIBLE, DE-
TAIL ORIENTED, QUICK LEARNERS, SAFETY CONSCIEN-
TIOUS, RELIABLE, RESPONSIBLE, RULE FOLLOWERS,
SOCIALLY AWARE, OPEN MINDED, AND ACCEPTING OF
DIVERSITY.

Get started!
Go to
www.governmentiobs.com/careers/iowa

Applications only accepted during posting dates. Call ISP at
(319)372-5432 ext 41823 or 41824 for info. To find us, Filter
results by selecting Location (Fort Madison), and/or Job Cat-
egory (Corrections).

Tips for a successful application: Set up an account using
current contact information and an email you check regular-
ly. From the menu select “Notify me of Job Openings” select
categories you are interested in. Fill out the application com-
pletely, attach a resume, and check your account for addition-
al info needed or notices regularly.
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PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE AT WWW.PENCITYCURRENT.COM OR CALL (319)371.4125

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!

Complete Comfort, Affordable Price.

Full Service
HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison,

Burlington, and

surrounding areas
with over 30 Years
Experience!

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service » Never An Overtime Charge
FREE Estimates « Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

This little piggy
went to market

— AND NEVER LOST MONEY.! —

Banking on the market to fund your retirement can be
risky. | can help you lock in solid gains and protect
yourself from downside risk. Call me today.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St

Fort Madison

(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

M FARM BUREAU
WED. FINANCIAL SERVICES

1Surrender of the contract may be subject to surrender charges. Withdrawals before age 59 1/2 may result in a
10% IRS penalty tax. Additionally, there is a charge for the Simple7 Income Rider once it is activated.
Qualifications and restrictions apply for activation. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A141 (9-17)

How can chiropractic therapy help you?
BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC

* Improved joint mobility, function, and health

* Decreased degeneration of joints and connective
fissues

* Improved circulation

* Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep

* and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison * 319-372-3800
http.//brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment

Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

Fort Madison ¢ Burlington * Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

1903 West Point Rd | West Point, IA 52656
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest | smallgrandthings.com

o3
g
5. 3 L) Posters Art
§ %g " Supplies
= ers " -
o Printing
g Office
@ Vinyl Banners Furniture
Trifold Brochures
621 Avenue G 319.3712.2121
Fort Madison, IR doddprinting.com
ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON

& THE SURROUNDING RREAS!

General Insects Mice
Bed Bugs

Termites

(319) 372-1060

Toll Free 1-888-818-7378
Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com

wwww.cullenpest.com “Cause who

needs bugs?”

Residential
Commercial

=>

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

1728 Main Office: 319-524-2334
Keokuk, I1A 52632 Fax: 319-524-2373

Help CRRWA Kecp Your Community Hazard-Free!

Household Hazardous
Waste Unit is open
Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370

Call for an appointment

Visit Us Online!  www.grmwacom  facebook com/grwa

Lee (319)371.4125 « Chuck (319)371.1670

Advertise in a brand new way.



http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
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http://www.doddprinting.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
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http://www.keokukautocredit.com
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Scrutiny comes with tax supported program

EVANS Continued from Page 1

use, or misuse, the tax money they have been provided.

The legislation, by design, gives charter schools more
autonomy than traditional public schools.

Rep. Skyler Wheeler, an Orange City Republican
and House floor manager of the bill, told colleagues:
“Charter schools serve as incubators of innovation in
neighborhoods across the country. These institutions
give educators the freedom to cultivate new teaching
models and develop creative methods to meet students’
needs.”

The schools could be organized by a local school dis-
trict, with the approval of the Iowa Board of Education,
and would operate as part of the district. More likely,
however, the schools would be organized by an inter-
ested group or an education management company,
with the permission from the state board. They would
be independent from the local public-school districts.

Whichever way a charter school is created, it would
receive the same amount of state education funding,
per pupil, as Iowa’s public K-12 schools receive each
year. That now is about $7,230 per pupil.

The legislation was approved last month, 55-40, by

the ITowa House.

There is still time for lawmakers to require charter
schools to provide the same access to their records as
public-school districts must provide. That legal obliga-
tion should go hand-in-hand with receiving per-pupil
state school aid, plus additional money to support
teacher salaries.

Educating our children is a fundamental mission of
the state. Charter schools’ governing boards should be
held to the same standard of openness and accountabil-
ity as the state’s 330 public school districts.

It comes down to this: If organizers of charter schools
want tax money to finance their operations, then they
should be subject to public records laws. And if they
don’t want that scrutiny, then they can organize as a
private school and operate on a tuition model.

There should be no room in Iowa for taxpayers to
be denied access to how their taxes are being spent.
Period.

Randy Evans is executive director of the Iowa Freedom
of Information Council. Pen City Current is a member of
the IFOIC.

ABATE #18 to hold annual Leather Run Saturday

BURLINGTON - Plans are underway for the An-
nual Leather Run. This year’s event will be held on
Sunday, April 25, 2021. Sign up will be at Haller’s,
1619 Osborn Street, Burlington. Ride will end at
the Out Post, 2505 Mt Pleasant Street, Burlington.
Motorcycles and automobiles may participate in this
event.

Participants can register and pay the $10 ABATE

JOIN. THE. ADVENTURE.

CAMP DATES: June 1st thru August 13th
Enroll Today!

Swimming ¢ Field Trips ¢ Crafts

Games * Reading * AND MORE!
For 1st thru 6th Graders

FORT MADISON FAMILY YMCA

220 26th St. Fort Madison, IA|319-372-2403 | fortmadisony.org

member/$12 nonmember entry fee from 10:00 a.m.
until the Noon start time the day of the ride. The
route card will be given on ride day. The ride will
end at the Outpost, by 6 pm.

The public is invited to the Outpost for a 5p silent
auction. This year’s Leather Run proceeds will go to
ABATE #18 Coordinator, Terry Neff. Terry has been
an ABATE #18 member since 2002 and was voted in
as secretary for two years. He has served as ABATE
#18 Coordinator since 2004 except for two years he
took off while others served in that position. Terry is
fighting throat cancer. He and his family are in need
of support from our community during these trou-
bling times. Everyone is invited to attend.

ABATE, A Brotherhood Aimed Towards Educa-
tion, is a not-for-profit organization of motorcyclists.

For more information on the Leather Run, contact
ABATE member Randy Hiland, 319-572-5733.

Park could be
ready to go by
spring 2022

PARK - Continued from Page 1

staying, so it won't be a big number.

“The number of lots is not going to be huge, and
you wouldn’t want it huge. But it will be enough for
everyone to have plenty of space so they aren’t jammed
together;” Stockwell said.

“It’s been quite true over the years that people built
these so tight that they all learned to snore together. We
don’t want to do that. We want it low density”

Stockwell has been a part of more than 1,000 park
developments in North America. He will be recom-
mending a club house be built so travelers can get to-
gether and converse, play games and enjoy each other’s
company. He said most of his parks have club houses
for those staying on the property.

Stockwell looked at photos, including aerial photos of
the property, and he immediately responded.

“He’s got a beautiful spot there. One of the pictures
he sent you're looking down into Fort Madison. It’s a
stunning view and beautiful location. It’s just a great
spot for the type of RV park that will bring travelers,”
Stockwell said.

“I just need to turn my staff loose, but it looks like a
home run’”

Stockwell said RV traveling is at an all-time high, and
people doing that kind of vacationing are looking for
places with stunning views, history and a chance to get
away from bigger cities.

Heyland, who's been talking with Stockwell for about
18 months, said he didn’t realize there was so much
money invested in RVs. He said the park will be geared
toward the two to three-day stays up to a couple weeks,
but nothing that would be geared toward long-term
seasonal stays.

“These are the people that are gonna come and are
looking for a place to vacation and just get away from
everything. There are a lots of things in this area to see,”
he said.

edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Tony Fullenkamp
Financial Advisor
1233 Ave H

Ft Madison, IA 52627
319-372-8001

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING



https://www.edwardjones.com/financial-advisor/index.html?CIRN=XuzVgl%2FXdroPysL7z3eNO9tiFzGCeZTUnmQWgYFBD%2BSAh0ylrdsm2H2yi8CRoAP9
https://www.myconnectionbank.com/kasasa-cash-back
https://www.fortmadisony.org/12-days-of-christmas-specials/
https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/
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