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Canisters out for Rodeo kids
LITTLE MISS RODEO/ALL-AROUND COWBOY:  Donations determine the winner

Controversy 
pulled up in
the driveway

PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – Contestants are being sought for the 
annual Little Miss Rodeo & All-Around Cowboy Contest!

This year’s event is to be held on Monday, Sept. 6th at 6:30 
p.m. at the Tri-State Rodeo Arena.

The contest is open to children ages 5-7.  Contestants must 
be age 5 by Aug. 1st, and no older than age 7 at the time of 
the contest.

An entry form is available on the Tri-State Rodeo website 
at www.tristaterodeo.org under the “Events” tab.

Entry forms and contestant photos must be postmarked by 

Aug. 1st and can be mailed to Trish Eaves-Fedler, 1930 303rd 
Avenue Fort Madison, IA  52627.  For more information, 
contact Trish at (319) 470-8030 or Lisa Frederick at (815) 
343-0911.

Canisters, with each child’s photo and name, will once 
again be placed in area businesses for family and friends to 
cast a vote by dropping their “spare change” into the canister.

The night of the event, contestants will be interviewed and 
have a chance to showcase their talent.  Judges will score the 
children on personality, attire, interview and talent. Judges 

Mark Twain Zephyr history coming to Fort Madison
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Rail has always been 
a source of history, pride, and tradition in 
Fort Madison.

Those local enthusiasts are in for a treat 
on July 19th from a historian who’s part of 
a family-owned company out of Wiscon-
sin currently refurbishing the Mark Twain 
Zephyr train that used to run daily between 
St. Louis and Burlington from 1934 until 

1958.
The new stainless steel train ran along the 

old CB&Q rail line and would run trips out 
of St. Louis in the morning to Burlington 
carrying mail, produce, packages and pas-
sengers, and then would return to the city 
after making stops in Fort Madison along 
the way.

On July 19 at 11 a.m., Robert Tabern, the 
Director of Passenger Development for the 
Wisconsin Great Northern Railroad, will be 
giving a presentation at the Fort Madison 

Public Library about the history of the rail-
road and the current restoration project.

Tabern and his wife, both historians, have 
written two books on the train and will 
have copies of those on sale at the presenta-
tion as well. The first book looks at the ori-
gin of the Zephyr and its creation, while the 
second looks at its life in service up until it 
was sold in 1958. A third, final novel, is in 
the works outlining the rehabilitation.

Controversy, of sorts, arrived in my 
driveway last week. 

There was no commotion. There 
were no protesters. No picketers. No 
chants about destroying the economy 
or caving in to China. 

In fact, there was virtually no sound 
at all when the revolution in the 
American automobile industry rolled 
to a stop — and our niece and her 
husband and their dog stepped out of 
their Tesla. 

Annie and Nathan were on their 
way home to Texas after a vacation 
in the Midwest. They are not rab-
ble-rousers. You won’t find them 
marching with signs in front of gov-
ernment buildings. 

But they are concerned about the 
environment. That is why they prefer 
their all-electric, five-passenger Tesla 
to the gasoline-burner they used to 
drive. 

They are not really electric-vehi-
cle pioneers. Tesla delivered a half 
million cars last year. Several of my 
friends made the switch a decade ago 
to hybrid cars, an intermediate step, 
when they bought Toyota Priuses, 
which use a battery-powered electric 
motor and a gasoline-powered engine. 

Companies like Tesla, General Mo-
tors and Ford are putting huge sums 
into their belief that battery-powered, 
all-electric vehicles are the future and 
will ultimately win over people who 
now drive cars, trucks and SUVs that 
burn gasoline. 

Some political leaders would have 
you think President Joe Biden is sin-
glehandedly selling out Iowa and the 
United States by having the federal 
government invest in electric vehicles. 

Photo courtesy of Robert Tabern

Greg Vreeland, owner of Wisconsin Great Northern Railroad, puts a logo on the front of the Mark Twain 
Zephyr in Wisconsin earlier this year. Author Robert Tabern will be giving a presentation on the train that 
used to stop in Fort Madison from 1935 to 1958 on day trips to St. Louis, at Fort Madison Library July 19.

See KIDS, page 3
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we’ll be right back!
Pen City Current will not publish an e–Edition

Wednesday, July 14 through Tuesday, July 20

so we can enjoy some

much-needed family time.

The e–Edition will resume Wednesday, July 21.

Thanx for reading!

www.PenCityCurrent.com

Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 . www.leecountyhd.org

OBITUARIES

CORAZON M. JONES
Corazon Mabini Noya Jones, 69, of Bonaparte, Iowa, passed away at 5:22 a.m. Sun-

day, July 4, 2021, at the Keosauqua Health Center in Keosauqua, Iowa.
She was born on March 19, 1952 in Cebu City, Philippines the daughter of 

Zacarias Q. and Matelde M. Noya. On March 22, 1974, she married 
Arlen Dean Jones. He preceded her in death on June 22, 1995.

She is survived by one daughter: Christalyn (Stacy) Thjorne of West 
Branch, Iowa; one son: Scott Jones of Bonaparte, Iowa; two sisters: 
Bernadette Noya Doller and Norma Noya Bobo; two brothers: Belze-
sar Mabini Noya and Zaharias Mabini Noya, Jr. Also surviving is her 
special friend: Lloyd Barrows.

She was preceded in death by her parents and husband.
Corazon worked at Scott’s Company in Fort Madison and Pioneer Seed in Mt. 

Pleasant. She enjoyed going to casinos, church activities at Bonaparte Baptist Church 
and having a good time with family and friends.

Friends may call after 1:00 p.m. Thursday, July 8, 2021, at Schmitz Funeral Home 
in Farmington where the family will receive friends from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. that 
evening.

A graveside service will be held at 10:00 a.m. Friday, July 9, 2021, at Greenglade 
Cemetery with Pastor Mark Caston officiating.

A memorial has been established in her memory.
Online condolences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.  

Schmitz Funeral Home of Farmington is assisting the family with arrangements.

JONES

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funer-
al homes and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. 
They are also run as submitted by the funeral homes. Reposting of 
obituaries due to changes can only be requested by the submitting 
funeral home and will be assessed a $15 reposting fee.

OBITUARIES

JOHN P. RIIS
John Peter Riis, 77, of Donnellson, Iowa, passed away at 4:35 a.m. Sunday, July 4, 2021, at 

his home in Donnellson.
He was born on April 24, 1944, in Peoria, Illinois, the son of Earl and Frances (Wilkins) 

Riis. On July 21, 1979, he married Vickie Lay in Donnellson.
He is survived by his wife: Vickie; five sons: Randy Riis, John Riis, Stephen 

Riis, Jason Scott, and Carl (Amanda) Riis; two daughters: Angie Brown and 
Carrie (Kurt) Wagner; three granddaughters: Lacy Vaughn, Bailey Vaughn 
and Addison Riis; one grandson Zachery Vaughn; two sisters: Kathy Benson 
and Debbie Vincent. He is also survived by several other grandchildren in 
Kansas and Missouri.

He was preceded in death by his parents and two brothers.
John served for three years in the United States Air Force. He worked for the Santa Fe 

Railroad for twenty-eight years, the Donnellson Nursing Home for four years and Gregory 
Manufacturing for eight years. He was a member of the Donnellson American Legion. He 
enjoyed animals, fishing and being with family.

The family will receive friends from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Thursday, July 8, 2021, at 
Schmitz Funeral Home in Donnellson.

A graveside service will be held at 11:00 a.m. Thursday, July 8, 2021, at Zion Mennonite 
Cemetery in rural Donnellson with Pastor Bob Molsberry officiating. Following the graveside 
service there will be a flag presentation by the Donnellson American Legion Gillaspey – 
Moodie Post #474.

A memorial has been established in his memory.
Online condolences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.  Schmitz 

Funeral Home of Donnellson is assisting the family with arrangements.

RIIS

Derald Robert “Bob” Giles, 72, of Union Mills, Indiana, passed away on Saturday, May 
29, 2021 at home.  Bob was born in Lake Preston, South Dakota, on July 17, 1948 the son of 
Eugene and Beulah (Olson) Giles. On August 28, 1976 in Ft. Madison, Iowa, he married Joyce 

Niggemeyer who survives.   
Also surviving are his children: Michele Winkel of Ash Fork, Arizona and 

Robert (Debra) Giles of St. Petersburg, Florida; five grandchildren: Taylor 
(Ben) Winkel of Scandia, Minnesota, Savanha (Jordan) Winkel of West Saint 
Paul, Minnesota, Megan (Hunter) Mynatt of Abingdon, Illinois, Matt (Diedra) 
Giles of Oswego, Illinois, and Lucas Giles of Scandia, Minnesota; siblings, 
Curt (Judy) Giles of Washington, Deloris (Don) Johnson of Vail, Arizona, and 
Rose Keen of Watertown, South Dakota; and nephew, Mark (Valerie) Lucas of 

Kingsford Heights, Indiana; as well as several other nieces and nephews. 
He was preceded in death by his parents and brother, Delmar Giles.
Bob owned and operated a trucking company for over thirty years.  He was a member of 

the Lions Club.  Bob enjoyed gardening and flowers.  He loved to fish.
A graveside service will be held at 1:00 p.m. Sunday, July 11, 2021, at Calvary Cemetery in 

West Point, Iowa. A memorial has been established in his memory and can be mailed to the 
family at: Schmitz Funeral Home, P.O. Box 22, West Point, Iowa 52656

Online condolences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.  
Schmitz Funeral Home of West Point is assisting the family with arrangements.

 DERALD R. GILES

GILES

https://www.PenCityCurrent.com
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ACCIDENT & INJURY LAW

320 North 3rd Street, Suite 100, Burlington, Iowa 52601-0337
1603 Main Street, Keokuk, IA 52632

www.PothitakisLaw.com

Fighting to get you
the compensation you deserve.

OBITUARIES

HELEN M. DETTMER
Helen Marie Corley Dettmer, 93, of Argyle, IA died Tuesday, July 6, 2021 at her 

home.
She was born February 8, 1928 in Aledo, IL the daughter of Halyard and Bradie 

Alcock Corley.  She graduated from Argyle High School and later 
attended Iowa Wesleyan College and received her teaching degree.   
On August 28, 1948 she was united in marriage to Edward M. Dett-
mer in Argyle, IA.  He survives.

Other survivors include two daughters, Janice (Spencer) Brammer 
of Camdenton, MO and Lori (Richard) Boyer of Argyle, IA, one 
son, Ray (Peggy) Dettmer of Redding, CA, ten grandchildren, Nate 
(Stephanie) Dettmer of Forney, TX, Janelle (Marc) Girod Albuquer-

que, NM, Jared (Christina) Dettmer of Keller, TX, Micah (Stephanie) Dettmer 
of Denver, CO, Seth (Kate) Brammer of Quincy, IL, Justin (Shelbi) Brammer of 
Camdenton, MO, Miles Boyer of Washington, IA,  Brandon Boyer of Hills, IA, 
Zachary Boyer of Washington, IA and Alisha Boyer Gunsauls of Argyle, IA and 
thirteen great-grandchildren, Annalyn Dettmer, Andrea, Beckett and Everett 
Girod, Adilai and Jace Brammer, Violet Boyer, Greg and Bonnie Dettmer, Kristi-
anna, Kadence and Kegan Boyer and Kody Gunsauls.  

She was preceded in death by her parents, two brothers, Bob and Billy Corley, 
two sisters, Opal Lee and Adeline Kennedy, daughter-in-law, Bonnie Dettmer and 
one granddaughter, Heather Dettmer.

Helen taught grades 1-8 at the Jackson Township Eagle School for many years.  
She later was employed by the United States Post Office until her retirement in 
1978.

Helen was a member of the Argyle Presbyterian Church and the United Presby-
terian Women’s Circle.

Helen was gifted in arts and crafts made beautiful stained glass pieces.  She was 
a skilled seamstress and created many beautiful handmade quilts for her fam-
ily and friends to enjoy.  Helen loved to travel with Edward.  They spent many 
summers at their cabin in Minnesota and were snowbirds in Florida and Arizona.  
Helen was devoted to her family and loved spending time with her children and 
grandchildren.

A funeral service will be held at 3 p.m., Sunday, at the Argyle Presbyterian 
Church in Argyle, IA with Pastor Alice Hawes officiating.  Burial will be in Argyle 
Memorial Park.

Visitation will be held after 2 p.m., Saturday,  at the Vigen Memorial Home in 
Keokuk, IA with family meeting with friends from 4- 6 
p.m.

Memorials may be made to the Argyle Presbyterian 
Church. 

Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.
vigenmemorialhome.com.

DETTMER

OBITUARIES

ROBERT POTHITAKIS
Robert Pothitakis, 97, of Fort Madison, IA, passed away at 5:24 p.m. on Tues-

day, July 6, 2021 at Southeast Iowa Regional Medical Center in Fort Madison, 
IA.  He was born on March 28, 1924 in Burlington, IA to Harry & Ethel Brice 

Reuschenberg.  He was raised by Jim & Ethel Pothitakis.  He 
married Georgenia Engeman and they later divorced.  He married 
Paula Sue Waters on January 19, 1991 in Burlington, IA.  He went 
to work for the C B & Q Railroad during WWII and later owned 
Bob’s Texaco Service in Fort Madison, IA.  He enjoyed playing 
Euchre and detailing cars.

Bob is survived by: his wife: Paula Sue Waters of Fort Madison, 
IA; 1-daughter: Carol Thomas of Pinckneyville, IL & 1-step son: 

Larry (Alisha) Nolte of Fort Madison, IA.  He was preceded in death by his 
parents.

A visitation will be held from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. on Friday, July 9, 2021 at 
King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory.  A memorial service will immediately 
follow at 10:30 a.m. with Pastor Gerald Dzawo officiating.  Burial will be held in 
Oakland Cemetery.  

A memorial has been established for P.A.W. Animal Shelter or West Avenue 
Baptist Church.  Online condolences may be left at the King-Lynk Funeral 
Home & Crematory website: www.kinglynk.com.

POTHITAKIS

have no knowledge of how much money each contestant has collected in their canis-
ter.  In the event of a tie, the amount in the canister will help determine the winner.

A portion of the money collected in the canisters goes to Miss Rodeo Iowa to help 
defray traveling expenses as she competes for the coveted title of Miss Rodeo Ameri-
ca in Las Vegas this coming December.

Each contestant will receive a goodie bag for participating, however only one girl 
and one boy can win the title of Little Miss Rodeo & All-Around Cowboy.

KIDS - Continued from Page 1

Little Miss Rodeo/All-Around Cowboy 
contest Sept. 6 at rodeo arena

https://www.PothitakisLaw.com/
https://www.myconnectionbank.com/kasasa-cash-back
https://airchoiceone.com/
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
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1 COLUMN ADS

WARNING SIGNS

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

Type 1 diabetes may occur 
suddenly and includes:

Extreme Thirst

Frequent Urination

Drowsiness or Lethargy

Increased Appetite

Sudden Weight Loss

Sudden Vision Changes

Sugar in the Urine

Fruity Odor on the Breath

Heavy or Labored Breathing

Stupor or Unconsciousness

jdrf.org

A CFC participant. 
Provided as a public service.

5

T1D
HAVE
COULD
AMERICANS
MILLION

BY
2050 jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

CURE PREVENT  TREAT

JDRF is committed to 
accelerating life-changing 

breakthroughs to

type 1 diabetes and 
its complications
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Central Lee girls ousted by 
Davis County in regionals

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

BLOOMFIELD – They say it’s tough 
to beat the same team three times in 
the same year, but Davis County had 
Central Lee’s number this year.

The Mustang’s sophomore ace 
Madeline Barker did that twice 
including an 8-3 win Tuesday night 
in Class 3A Region 8 opening round 
softball, ending the Lady Hawks’ sea-
son at 16-10.

Barker is 16-6 on the year with a 
strong 1.75 ERA and struck out 211 
batters for 20-7 Davis County, playing 
out of the South Central Conference. 
The Mustangs swept Central Lee in a 
doubleheader in June.

Barker struck out 12 Tuesday night 
and allowed just three runs all earned, 
while scattering seven hits.

Sophie Turner took the loss for 
Fort Madison giving up 11 hits and 
eight runs, six earned and fanned one. 
Turner finished the year a respectable 
12-5 with 66 strikeouts in 116 innings 
pitched. Hopp threw two outs in relief 
and gave up two hits. She finished the 
year 4-2 in the circle with 31 strike-
outs and a 3.44 ERA.

Davis County got on the board 
in the first after Barker set the Lady 
Hawks down in order. Macy Hill 
hit a one-out double to center and a 
courtesy runner for her would score 
on an RBI single by the next hitter. 
Turner would get the next two hitters 
to strand one.

Abby Simmons would single with 
two outs in the second, but that’s all 
the action Central Lee would get in 
that frame.

Central Lee retired the first two 
hitters in the bottom half of the sec-
ond, but another double to left put a 
runner in scoring position. 

Cadan VanLaningham would single 
to right scoring Jenna Marlow and 
then Sophia Young would double to 
Meghan Hopp in center to score an-
other run. Turner would get the next 
hitter on pop out foul to Halo Ar-
rowood to retire the side with Davis 
County up 3-0.

Barker would buzz through the top 
of third getting all three Lady Hawks 
on swinging strikeouts. Turner would 
give up just a single in the bottom 
of the third and retire the side on a 

strikeout.
Central would get on the board 

in the fourth. Hopp would single to 
center and then Shanna Buford drilled 
a ball to center field for an RBI double 
cutting the lead to 3-1. Buford would 
get caught stealing third, followed by 
a ground out to end the threat.

The Mustangs would get a triple and 
double in the 4th to add two runs and 
take a 5-1 lead into the fifth inning. 
Barker would fan the first two hitters 
and then Navaeha Stice would line out 
back to Barker to retire that half.

With two runners on and one out in 
the bottom half, a grounder by Briley 
Lough got away from Buford at short 
allowing two runs to score and give 
Davis County a 7-1 lead. Turner got 
the next to hitters to end the fifth.

Bailey Schwartz singled on a pop to 
center and following a strikeout and a 
ground out, Hopp and Buford went to 
work again. Hopp singled to left scor-
ing Schwartz from third, and Buford 
hit another double this time to right, 
scoring Hopp for Central’s final run of 
the game. Barker got a strike out and 
two ground outs around a single from 
Alix Congdon to wrap things up.

Davis County got their final run in 
the top of the seventh on a solo home 
run from Sophia Young to left.

Hopp led the Lady Hawks at the 
plate going 2 for 3 with two runs 
scored and an RBI. Buford was also 2 
for 3 and had 2 RBI. Simmons, Con-
gdon and Schwartz had the other hits 
for Central Lee.

Buford led the Hawks in hits on the 
year with 40 with 14 for extra bases, 
including nine doubles, three triples 
and a two home runs. 

She hit at .445 clip. Hopp had 29 
hits on the year and a .329 batting av-
erage. Makayla Morrison, Arrowood, 
and Macy Watkins all had more than 
20 hits on the year. Arrowood and 
Morrison both hit better than .300.

The Hawks finished 3rd in the 
Southeast Iowa Superconference 
South with an 8-4 loop mark behind 
Van Buren at 9-3 and No. 4 West Bur-
lington who went through league play 
undefeated at 12-0. 

The Falcons won their 31st game in 
a 12-1 win over Columbus in region-
al action Tuesday. The Falcons will 
take on Davis County Friday at West 
Burlington.

BY PCC STAFF
FORT MADISON – The No. 10 team in 

the state in Class 4A handed Fort Madi-
son a shutout in the first game of a dou-
bleheader Tuesday. But the Lady Hounds 
gave Fairfield all they wanted in the night-
cap coming up one run short resulting in 
a 10-0, 6-5 sweep in Fort Madison.

Fort Madison had a runner on with two 
outs in the bottom of the seventh of the 
second game trying to tie things up, but a 
Kylee Cashman grounder to second ended 
the game.

The Hounds took a 3-0 lead in the 
second inning when Lexi Whaley drilled 
one over the fence in dead center. Erika 
Kruse would reach on a error at second 
and then Lauryn Helmick doubled on a 
line drive to center moving both runners 
into scoring position.

McKenna Cashman hit an RBI ground-
out to second scoring Kruse and moving 
Helmick up. Allyson Helmick would 
then drive in her sister with a grounder 
to short for the second out, before Taylor 
Johnson flied out to center to end the 
inning.

Fairfield would get one in the third 
and one in the fourth while holding Fort 
Madison scoreless cutting the lead to 3-2 
after four.

Lauryn Helmick would give up back-to-
back singles in the fifth with one out, but 
would work out of the jam without giving 
up a run. Fort Madison would get its lead-
off runner on as a result of an error, but 
the Trojans retired the next three in a row 
to get out unscathed.

Helmick retired the side in order in the 
sixth.

Kylee Cashman grounded out to start 
the bottom half before Logan Johnson 

drew a walk. Whaley then drilled her sec-
ond homer of the game, and 10th of the 
year, scoring courtesy runner Aija Jenkins 
for 5-2 Fort Madison lead. Kruse would 
fly out to right before Lauryn Helmick 
walked on five pitches. But McKenna 
Cashman would pop out in the infield to 
end the inning.

The Trojans got to Helmick in the top of 
the seventh, however. Brynley Allison sin-
gled to open the frame, and then Hannah 
Simpson drilled a shot out over the cen-
terfield fence to cut the lead to one at 5-4. 
A flyout out to center, put the Hounds two 
outs away from the upset, but Emersyn 
Manley connected on a shot that cleared 
the centerfield fence to tie things up at 5.

Peyton McCabe and Danielle Breen 
would follow with singles, but an error on 
Breen’s hit allowed McCabe to come all 
the way from first for the go-ahead run. 
Savannah Hollander singled to center 
moving Breen to third, but a pop up in 
foul territory and a fly ball to Taylor John-
son in left ended the half setting up the 
Hounds final shot.

Whaley’s line was 2-for 3 with two runs 
scored and 3 RBI on the two homers to 
lead Fort Madison. Emily Steffensmeier, 
Kylee Cashman, Logan Johnson and Lau-
ryn Helmick all had hits for Fort Mad-
ison. McKenna Cashman and Allyson 
Helmick had RBIs.

Lauryn Helmick gave up 14 hits and 
six runs all earned while striking out two 
in the loss. In the opener, Neeley Rehm 
got roughed up for 10 runs, nine earned 
on 14 hits while striking out four. Soph-
omore Coty Engley gave up just two hits 
in the shutout while striking out five and 

Lady Hounds push Fairfield

See SENIORS, page 5

http://www.tristateoutdoorproducts.com/
http://www.jdrf.org
http://BeRecycled.org
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Check Out Our Check Out Our 
SWAP SHOPSWAP SHOP

In need of a few cleaning supplies,
spray paint, weed killer, etc?

Come check out what is available
at our Swap Shop in our 

Household Hazardous Waste facility. 
Our Swap Shop is open Monday-Friday

during regular business hours
at our main Facility in Fort Madison.

Stop in the Scale house to let them know
you want to look through the swap shop,
and they will get someone to help you!!

FREE
TO RESIDENTS

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

PCC SPORTS

FORT MADISON – The Fort Madison boys got to celebrate senior night with a flare Tues-
day night as they blew out Van Buren 19-4 highlighted by an 8-run third inning.

Senior hurler Garrett Hannum got in trouble early giving up a couple runs in the first 
inning due to an error in left with one out allowing two runs to come in for a quick 2-0 Van 
Buren lead.

Landes Williams would single to start things in the bottom half. After a groundout, Vasin 
Thurman singled to third and Tate Johnson would move him over with a fielder’s choice back 

to the pitcher that scored Williams, before Van Buren would get out of the 
inning with a ground out.

Taylor Sprouse opened the second with a double, but Hannum would settle 
in and retire the side without a run.

Fort Madison would get things turned around in the second with five runs 
highlighted by Johnson’s triple that turned into a three-run play when he 
came all the way around to score on an error in left, driving in both Jason and 
Vasin Thurman.

The Warriors would plate their final two runs in the top of the third when Casey Yochum 
blasted a home run to center scoring Treyton Bainbridge from first.

It was all Fort Madison from that point on including the 8-spot in the 3rd and another five 
runs in the fourth to set the 15-run rule after four innings, 19-4.

Johnson would double for two more RBI in the third and triple to center in the fourth scor-
ing a run. Jason Thurman also had a 2 RBI double in the third.

Johnson went 3-for-4 with six RBI and three runs scored to lead Fort Madison. Johnson 
now has seven triples on the year and 10 doubles, while hitting .386. Jason Thurman leads the 
team in average at .437, while Vasin Thurman is just under .400 at .397. Landes Williams is 
hitting .386 for the 22-6 Hounds.

Hannum gave up six hits and four runs, three earned while fanning two and walking two. 
Vasin Thurman pitched the fourth allowing two hits.

The Hounds honored Jason and Vasin Thurman, Chandler Rung, Hannum as seniors in 
front of the Fort Madison fans before the game.

Fort Madison travels to Keokuk tonight in a change from a doubleheader originally slated 
for Thursday. New London canceled Wednesday’s originally scheduled game with Fort Mad-
ison. The Hounds are scheduled to travel to Muscatine (21-11) to wrap up the regular season 
on Tuesday with regional action starting on Friday the 16th.

Substate brackets released Wednesday show Fort Madison will take on Mt. Pleasant in the 
opening round of Class 4A Substate 4 in Fort Madison starting at 7 p.m. Friday July 16. The 
winner will take on the winner of Central DeWitt/Fairfield on July 19 at a location to be de-
termined. The substate final will be played July 21 at 7 p.m. at a site to be determined.

On the other side of the bracket is Davenport Assumption, Keokuk, Washington and Clear-
Creek Amana.

Johnson drives in six in 
Hounds win over Van Buren

JOHNSON

walking two.
Kylee Cashman and Kruse had the hits for Fort Madison. Cashman’s a single in the 

bottom of the first with one out, while Kruse doubled to center with one out in the sec-
ond. Lauryn Helmick and Kendall Beebe drew back-to-back walks to put two on with 
one out in the fifth, but Helmick would get caught stealing third to end the inning.

Fort Madison wouldn’t get another base runner after that.
Fort Madison fans recognized Kylee Cashman, Allyson Helmick, and Kendall Beebe 

prior to the game for senior night.
The Hounds fall to 13-18 on the year and 7-11 in Southeast Conference play putting 

them in 4th place ahead of Keokuk and Mt. Pleasant. The girls travel to Keokuk for a 
doubleheader tonight and then start Class 4A Region 5 action Thursday in Burlington 
with a 7 p.m. start.

SENIORS - Continued from Page 4

Cashman, Helmick, Beebe honored

http://www.grrwa.com
https://www.facebook.com/CompleteRentalFM/
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This little piggy 
went to market

and never lost money.1

Banking on the market to fund your retirement can be 
risky. I can help you lock in solid gains and protect 

yourself from downside risk. Call me today.

Disclosure

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

1Surrender of the contract may be subject to surrender charges. Withdrawals before age 59 1/2 may result in a
10% IRS penalty tax. Additionally, there is a charge for the Simple7 Income Rider once it is activated.
Qualifications and restrictions apply for activation. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A141 (9-17)
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Never Shiver. Don’t Sweat.

Just call
Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service • Never An Overtime Charge
FREE Estimates • Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Vinyl Banners

Art
Supplies

Flyers

Posters

Office 
Furniture

B
usiness 

Form
s

Trifold Brochures

P
hoto

C
orrection

Coffee 
Mugs

Office 
Supplies

Printing

T-Shirt Printing

B
usiness C

ards

ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

SHOPClassifieds
Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

Advertise in a brand new way.
Lee (319)371.4125 • Chuck (319)371.1670

Reach thousands of potential customers each day & grow your business. Call today!

https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
http://www.grrwa.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
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LEE COUNTY
SECONDARY ROADS                                                                                                         

HELP WANTED
ROAD

MAINTENANCE 
WORKER ll

(SIGN
SPECIALIST)

Lee County is taking ap-
plications for a Class ll 
Road Maintenance Work-
er (SIGN SPECIALIST)                                                                                                                                      
to work out of the Sign 
Maintenance Shop near 
Donnellson.  Duties include 
assisting the Road Mainte-
nance Worker l Sign Spe-
cialist in ordering, main-
taining, installing, mounting 
and inventorying signs 
throughout the County and 
performing their job in their 
absence. Must have one to 
three years of experience in 
the operation of equipment 
and trucks, heavy and light, 
to haul materials and will                                                                                                                    
occasionally plow snow and 
the performance of manual 
labor as required. Requires 
a high school graduate or 
G.E.D. equivalent, and must 
possess a valid Class A 
commercial driver’s license 
with air brake and tanker en-
dorsements or be able to ob-
tain and maintain one within 
sixty (60) days of date of hire 
and also possession of or 
ability to obtain a Pesticide 
Applicator License.

Lee County provides equal 
opportunity in employment 
to all persons regardless of 
age, race, creed, color, sex, 
national origin, religion or dis-
ability.

For a job description and to 
apply, download an applica-
tion from our county website, 
www.leecounty.org, or pick 
them up at the Engineer’s of-
fice and return your complet-
ed application along with a 
resume to Lee County Engi-
neer, P.O. Box 158, Fort Mad-
ison, Iowa 52627, or email it 
to bhull@leecounty.org and 
copy it to shartson@leecoun-
ty.org  Applications will be ac-
cepted until Monday, July 19, 
2021 at 3:30 p.m.

If you have any questions 
please contact Lee County 
Engineer, Ben Hull at (319) 
372-2541 or email him at 
bhull@leecounty.org.

2136 Green Bay Rd
Wever, IA 52658
319-372-7852

Now Hiring!

Marine Facility 
Operations

& Maintenance
Benefits Included 
Full & Part Time

Positions Available 

Heartland Co-op is an 
Equal Opportunity

Employer (EOE-AA)
committed to advancing 

diversity in the work-
place. Post offer ... 

pre-employment 
drug screen, job

physical, & physical 
capacity profile required.

FOR JOB INFO
& TO APPLY VISIT: 

heartlandcoop.com
Career Opportunities, 

Wever

NOW HIRING
Direct-Hire
Marketing

Coordinator
8:00am-4:30pm. Pay based 
on experience. Local-
ly-owned company based 
out of Ft. Madison. Apply 
with Team Staffing Solutions 
today.

www.TeamSSI.com
(319) 246-1294
1001 Avenue H,

Fort Madison, IA 52627

Scan the QR Code
to apply online

CHURCH
SECRETARY

Office secretary for local Ft 
Madison church. 10 to 20 
hours per week with hours 
flexible. Computer experi-
ence needed, power point a 
plus. Call Martha at 319 371 
4590 or email her at wolf-
gang245@msn.com for more 
information.

Chateau Apartments
Extra Clean & Quiet

2 Bedroom
Apartments for Rent 

Extra clean & quiet with free YMCA membership included, 
some with decks/patio. Stove, refrigerator, dishwasher, built-
in microwave. Non-smoking, no pets. Very affordable secu-

rity deposit $400. Must pass 
background & credit checks (no 
felonies). Large backyard with 
picnic tables & glider swing in 
very nice, quiet neighborhood. 
Rents range from $595-$635. 
Lease required. 850 sq. ft. units. 
All electric. Water, sewer, trash 
furnished. 650 sq. ft. units. Wa-

ter, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry rooms have 
new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in all buildings). 
On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-750-3115 for ap-
pointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty Co.

JJOOBB  FFAAIIRR  
July 15, 2021 2:00 pm to 6:00pm

Heartland Harley-Davidson Parking Lot
117 S. Roosevelt Ave, Burlington, IA 52601

Attention businesses
Are you looking for new employees to add to your team? 

Join us for the Job Fair on July 15, 2021 and meet with applicants.

In partnership with

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS

HELP WANTED

APARTMENTS FOR RENT HELP WANTED

YOUR AD 
HERE
Call Lee

(319) 371.4125

Tired of the
same old

results from 
your

advertising?

Call Lee Today! 
(319)371.4125

Got a 
news tip?

Call Chuck 
(319)371.1670

Selling 
classic 

cars in a 
modern 

way

Up to 200 words
1 photo • 14 days

FREE

Place your 
ad online 

24/7
www.pencitycurrent.com

•

Email your 
ad to

classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

•
Call

(319)371.4125

http://www.leecounty.org
mailto:bhull@leecounty.org
mailto:shartson@leecounty.org
mailto:shartson@leecounty.org
mailto:bhull@leecounty.org
http://heartlandcoop.com
http://www.TeamSSI.com
mailto:wolfgang245@msn.com
mailto:wolfgang245@msn.com
mailto:director%40unitedwaygrr.org?subject=Volunteer%20Services%20Program%20Director%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
mailto:jennifer.pope%40iwd.iowa.gov?subject=Job%20Fair%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
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From the Front

www.DrMarkDDS.com

Now Accepting
New Patients.

Pothitakis Dentistry

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753-2515

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry
319-372-3614

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry West

319-372-4882

6 Convenient Locations to Serve You

Tabern said the Zephyr 
was a product of ingenuity 
when passenger rail lines 
started to compete with air 
travel and were looking for 
something a little lighter and 
faster.

“They started doing 
these lighter weight trains 
and that’s where the Zeph-
yrs came into play on the 
CB&Q,” Tabern said. “There 
were three before the Mark 
Twain that started in 1935.”

Tabern said the Zephyr 
would hold up to 92 people 
in two passenger cars, but 
another car could carry live 
chickens and produce that 
could be sold on the streets 
of St. Louis the next morn-
ing. Fort Madison would 
typically get stops in the 
early afternoon on the way 
north and then in the early 
afternoon on the way back 
south.

He’s also looking for 
anyone along the Zephyr’s 
stops that has memories of 
the train. A documentary 

crew would be available to 
interview anyone who is 
interested in being a part of 
the project and Taber said, 
“isn’t too camera shy.”

In 1958, the train was 
taken out of service, sold 
and stored in Mt. Pleasant. It 
was then relocated to Kansas 
City, Chicago, and then St. 
Louis. The last 62 years it’s 
had seven private owners, all 
with different ideas.

‘The first owner wanted to 
refurbish it and sell it Cuba,” 
Tabern said. “This guy ac-
tually spoke to Fidel Castro 
himself, but the Cuban 
Missile Crisis got in the way.”

The second owner wanted 
to clean up the train and use 
it as a tourist attraction to 
try and get people to stop in 
Mt. Pleasant and it sat there 
for about 17 years, according 
to Tabern’s research.

“The most recent owners 
had it for like 30 years as a 
hobby piece and really didn’t 
have the time or money to 
help with the thing. They 

sold it to us in 2020.”
Now four of the Zephyrs 

five train cars are at the 
tourist railroad’s facility 
being brought back to life. 
Another fifth car is from 
the Pioneer Zephyr that ran 
through Galesburg and parts 
of Iowa. Three of that train’s 
other cars are in the Muse-
um of Science and Industry 
in Chicago.

He said owners of the 
Wisconsin Great Northern 
Railroad looked at the shell 
of a train different times 
when they were at the St. 
Louis rail yard.

“He’d always seen this shell 
of a train and every time he 
would look at that sad train 
and always say, ‘maybe some 
day’,” Tabern said. “We final-
ly got it, shipped it up here 
on the highway and have 
spent the last 10 months on 
it.”

He said COVID has 
created some supply issues 
and the timeline for re-
habbing the train is now 

looking more like a 2022 
finish date. But at that point, 
tours would begin that could 
range from 45 minutes to 
even several hours.

“We’re still trying to 
determine what those will 
look like, but they would 
take place on the histori-
cal lines in Wisconsin and 
could include a dinner tour 
or cocktail-and-appetizer 
shorter tours.”

Tabern said it would be 
wonderful if BNSF, which he 
said is open to helping tell 
the history of rail commerce 
in America, would at some 
point work out a way to let 
the Zephyr tour at different 
times along the original 
route from Burlington to St. 
Louis.

“We would love to be 
able to do that and bring 
that back to Fort Madison. 
2024 would be the 90th 
anniversary of the train and 
2034 would be the 100th 
anniversary. Wouldn’t it be 
wonderful to take that train 
down that line to celebrate 
those events.”

The ownership has 26 
miles of track from Spooner 
to Hayward in northwestern 
Wisconsin. They’ve been 
running tours and Bed and 
Breakfast trains for 24 years.

“When they started out 
they had nothing and they 
would collect money for 
a train ride. While they 
were on the train, the wife 
would go to buy diesel fuel 
for the next ride. That’s 

how bare bones it was, now 
it’s a multi-million dollar 
company.”

Tabern said Hannibal and 
Quincy had both looked at 
purchasing and refurbishing 
the Zephyr, but it never ma-
terialized. He said the train 
set was valued at between $4 
million and $6 million in the 
80’s if it were restored to its 
working condition.

Tabern’s books are 
available at www.mtzstore.
com. He’s also looking for 
memorabilia from the train’s 
heyday and is wanting to 
talk with anyone that may 
have ticket stubs or other 
artifacts from the train.

He can be reached by 
email at rtabern@spooner-
trainride.com.

TRAIN - Continued from Page 1

Group would like to bring Zephyr back for tour

http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
https://www.ameripriseadvisors.com/sara.j.hennigar/
http://www.mtzstore.com
http://www.mtzstore.com
mailto:rtabern@spoonertrainride.com
mailto:rtabern@spoonertrainride.com
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At this time we are offering curbside pick-up for orders over 
$20. Orders can be placed via phone (319-837-6126), email 
(sonnysmarket@hotmail.com) or Facebook messanger (@
sonnyssupermarket). Immediate reaction to Social Media is 
not guaranteed.

Call for curbside pickup
319.837.6126 

327 5th Street, West Point, IA

Do You Need Help
Keeping Your Medicines

Organized?

onePAC
your medication

made easy

get

free delivery or mailing

2404 Avenue L, Ft. Madison, IA 52627

(319) 372-2300 | 1-800-794-2330
Weekdays - 8:00am to 8:00pm | Saturdays - 8:30am to 6:00pm | Sundays - 10:00am to 2:00pm

www.RashidDrug.com

In reality, those choices are being made by con-
sumers like Annie and Nathan. Auto manufactur-
ers recognize the advantages of battery-powered 
vehicles, and they see a trend that will dramatical-
ly change how we travel — and how farmers plant 
and harvest crops.

Electronic vehicles now account for about 2 per-
cent of global car sales. By the end of this decade, 
that share is expected to reach 24 percent. 

If you need further evidence the all-electric 
trend is here to stay, look no further than ru-
ral America icon John Deere, the world’s largest 
maker of tractors and other farm implements and 
Iowa’s largest manufacturing employer. 

The company believes electricity, not diesel or 
biodiesel, is the power source of the future for its 
products. Deere is already developing all-electric 
green tractors. 

President Biden recently toured Ford’s elec-
tric vehicle center in Dearborn, Mich., and got a 
preview of a revolutionary new Ford F-150 pickup 
truck that is all-electric. 

“This sucker’s quick,” he said after a test drive. 
Ford does not monkey with the F-150 without 

a good idea what consumers want. The F-150 has 
been the best-selling vehicle in the United States 
for the past four decades and accounts for one-
third of Ford’s annual revenue. 

Biden is pushing Congress to provide $174 bil-
lion in his infrastructure package for transporta-
tion electrification. That money would be used to 
speed expansion of the network of electric-vehicle 
charging stations that already is being installed 
across the nation, electrify the federal govern-
ment’s own vehicle fleet, and provide tax incen-

tives and rebates for consumers buying electric 
cars and pickups. 

But five of the six Iowa senators and representa-
tives in Congress, all Republicans, recently wrote 
to the president criticizing his electric-vehicle 
initiatives. They want the government to make 
biofuels, not electricity, the transportation power 
source of choice. 

“Biofuels should not be treated as a transitional 
fuel, but prioritized as a fuel of the future,” they 
wrote. 

Am I the only one who sees similarities between 
the current transition in the power source for cars 
and trucks and a similar transition 120 years ago 
when the nation began moving from horses and 
buggies to “horseless carriages”?  

Or when farmers put their horses out to pasture, 
literally, and began using self-propelled tractors 
with names like Waterloo Boy and Hart-Parr? 

Or when our nation transitioned to electricity 
from oil lamps and coal-burning and wood-burn-
ing stoves to heat and light homes, businesses and 
farms?  

These changes all came at a cost, too. Yes, these 
negatively affected some people who had a fi-

nancial stake in the way we had been living. But 
overall, the changes moved the nation and our 
economy forward — and Congress did not stand 
in the way. 

Auto repair shops and gas stations sprung up 
to serve this new need. The demand dropped for 
horses and oats. Buggy whip manufacturers disap-
peared or converted to other products. 

The transformation coming in transportation, 
and the federal government’s role in it, is similar 
to the growth of ethanol as an alternative to 100 
percent petroleum-based motor fuels. 

In large measure, that growth occurred because 
of action Congress and state legislatures took. Eth-
anol-blended fuel was excluded from part of the 
highway fuel tax, and the feds required petroleum 
companies to blend a certain percentage of their 
gasoline with ethanol. 

But tax incentives and ethanol policy were not 
what Annie and Nathan wanted to talk about as 
the Evanses admired their four-door Tesla. 

They can travel about 350 miles on a fully 
charged battery. With the touch screen on the 
dash and the car’s wireless connection, they plot 
their route and know where and how far the next 
charging station is.

It takes about 20 minutes to fully recharge at one 
of those commercial locations, compared to an 
overnight charge to replenish the Tesla battery at 
home.  

The roadside charging stations are perfect for 
humans, and dogs, to recharge themselves on a 
trip, too — sort of like a stop for water and feed 
was for the horses my ancestors relied on.

Randy Evans is director of the Iowa Freedom of 
Information Council and can be reached at DMRe-
vans2810@gmail.com.

EVANS - Continued from Page 1

Even John Deere moving toward electrical farm vehicles

https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
https://www.rashiddrug.com
mailto:DMRevans2810@gmail.com
mailto:DMRevans2810@gmail.com
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