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GRHS-FMCH group gets in on marina
$1.5 MILLION:  Group gives contingent funding to help with jetty wall walking trail

Promotional 
video for city 
in the works

CITY NEWS

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – The GRHS-FMCH Community 
Health Foundation has again stepped up to help Fort Madi-
son’s wellness efforts.

On Wednesday, the group announced a $1.5 million con-
tribution to the Fort Madison marina project. This comes 
just two weeks after the group announced it would be essen-
tially doubling down on its commitment to the Fort Madison 
P.O.R.T. trail project by committing another $1.3 million to 

that project.
The group already gave $1.5 million to the 

P.O.R.T. trail to build the connection to Rodeo 
Park up 15th Street from the Fort Madison 
High School trail head.

The marina funding is designated for an 
expansion of the city’s trail system along the 
newly proposed jetty wall.  

“I am excited that GRHS-FMCH Community Health 

WEST POINT NEWS
HTC teacher’s illustrations part of children’s book

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

WEST POINT – With about 30 
children at her feet, decked out in all 
sorts of the garb of the Hallow’s eve, 
Holy Trinity Catholic art teacher 
Tracee Guzman began reading.

Guzman opened “The Witches’ 

Ball” a book by Lori Ries and il-
lustrated by Guzman, and started 
reading and showing the hand-
drawn pages to the children in the 
library at Holy Trinity Elementary 
School in West Point on Wednes-
day evening as part of the school’s 
after-school Halloween party.

The book follows Millie the Witch 

as she races against the clock to get 
to the Witches’ Ball at a castle com-
plete with an alligator-filled moat.

The book is available at Amazon 
for $17.99 hardcover, $10.99 for 
paperback, or on Kindle for $4.99.

Guzman said Amazon sold out of 

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A new marketing 
video featuring Fort Madison businesses, 
services, and industries is being assem-
bled with a nod to future promotions.

And the best thing is, it has no cost to 
taxpayers.

Fort Madison Tourism Director Jean 
Peiton and Fort Madison Chamber of 
Commerce Coordinator 
Savanna Collier are making 
the rounds with videogra-
phers from CGI Company 
out of Rochester, New York 
this week.

The video will be shot, 
edited, and produced by the 
New York media company.

Peiton said the company does promo-
tional videos for communities of certain 
sizes at no charge and Fort Madison fit 
the demographics. She said the company 
contacted Fort Madison City Manager 
David Varley just as the pandemic was 
getting into full swing, so the project had 
to be delayed.

“A couple of months ago, they recon-
nected with him and he sent it on to me, 
so Savanna and I were like, ‘Yeah we want 
videos’,” Peiton said.

Collier said the whole process has taken 
less than two months.

 ‘It just went boom, boom, boom just 
like that with scripts, shots, video, con-
necting with the company and us trying 
to figure out what we want to do,” Collier 
said.

She said they will be doing a Fort Madi-
son video, a testimonial video with people 
talking about the community. There will 
also be another video looking at economi-

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

HTC Marketing Director Judi Dinwiddie loses the blindfold right as 4th grader Elijah Fuerman loses the 
apples in an apple grab at the Holy Trinity Elementary after school Halloween party Wednesday night in 
West Point. Nolan Peitz, also a fourth grader looks on.

See MARINA, page 4

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
FRI 29 Oct ........................................................Rainy and Cool, 42º F/ 33º F
SAT 30 Oct ........................................................ Clear and Cool, 47º F/ 41º F
SUN 31 Oct ....................................................... Clear and Cool, 35º F/ 28º F

IOWA LOTTERY
LOTTO AMERICA 10/27 ..................... 1 5 27 36 41, Star Ball: 3, All Star Bonus: 4
LUCKY FOR LIFE 10/27 ......................................... 14 23 39 42 44, Lucky Ball: 17
PICK 3 10/27 MIDDAY ......................................................................................6 6 4
PICK 3 10/27 EVENING ....................................................................................1 3 9
PICK 4 10/27 MIDDAY ..................................................................................0 7 3 2
PICK 4 10/27 EVENING ............................................................................... 9 0 2 5
POWERBALL 10/27 ..............................3 6 26 35 51, Powerball: 17, Power Play: 4

MOHRFELD

See BOOK, page 5

New York firm on the 
ground with officials 
creating PR piece

See VIDEO, page 4
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ACCIDENT & INJURY LAW
320 North 3rd Street, Suite 100, Burlington, Iowa 52601-0337

1603 Main Street, Keokuk, IA 52632

www.PothitakisLaw.com

Fighting to get you 
the compensation 

you deserve.

Serving Southeast Iowa, Northeast Missouri,
& West-Central Illinois for 58 years

Auto • Home • Health
Business • Life • Farm • Crop

Looking for Stability?

We have a long track record with the companies
we represent, including:

• Nationwide –58 years
• IMT Insurance – 47 years

• Progressive – 37 years
• United Fire Group – 37 years

• Continental Western Group – 37 years
• Auto Owners Insurance – 16 years

307 5th Street West Point | 319-837-6178 or 800-292-2208 | www.fullenkampins.com
Open Monday through Friday 7:30 - 5:00 & Saturday 8:30 - 11 or by appointment

Make Your Move
to Fullenkamp Insurance

today!

OBITUARIES

JANICE A. NIXON
Janice Ann Nixon, 68, of Keokuk, IA died Wednesday, October 27, 2021 at Missis-

sippi Valley Healthcare in Keokuk.
She was born May 23, 1953 in Keokuk, IA the daughter of Claude “Tom” and Leona 

M. Abrahams Nixon. Janice graduated from Keokuk High School with 
the class of 1971 and attended Southeastern Community College in 
Keokuk.

She had been employed at several local businesses through the years 
including Woolworth, Keokuk Area Hospital and Casey’s in both Ke-
okuk and Montrose, IA.

She was a member of Trinity United Methodist Church in Keokuk 
and was also a member of the Keokuk Jayceettes.

Janice enjoyed shopping, traveling and was an avid Elvis Presley fan.  She was a left 
handed golfer and always liked playing a round of golf.  She also enjoyed all types of 
crafts, especially crocheting and jewelry making.  Janice adored all of the people at the 
nursing home.  She loved playing card games and Bingo with them and was ecstatic 
when she won a prize.

She is survived by four sisters, Nancy Nixon, Libby J. Wigginton (James) and Kim 
G. Hardy (Tim) all of Keokuk and Susan Stambach (Stan) of Nauvoo, IL, six nieces 
and nephews, Jackie Allen, David Allen (Mandee), Jennifer Bourgeois (Ryan), Ashley 
Manning (Shad), Shannon Smith (Scott) and Samantha Rose (Alan, Jr.), several great 
nieces and great nephews and a host of friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents and two sisters, Sandra Rae Nixon and 
Becky Worster.

A memorial service will be held at 1 p.m., Friday at the Vigen Memorial Home in 
Keokuk, IA.   A private family burial will be held at a later date.

Visitation will be held after 1 p.m., Thursday at the funeral home with family meet-
ing with friends from 5-7 p.m.

Memorials may be made to Every Step Hospice or Southeast Iowa Dialysis.
Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.

NIXON

OBITUARIES

RONALD A. HOGAN
Ronald “Doc” Ambrose Hogan, 86, of Nauvoo, Illinois, passed away at 

12:52 p.m. Wednesday, October 27, 2021, at Southeast Iowa Regional Medi-
cal Center, in West Burlington, Iowa.

He was born on March 16, 1935, in Appanoose Township, 
Hancock County, Illinois, the son of Ambrose and Emeline 
(Moore) Hogan. On June 25, 1955 he married Joan Marie Falk 
at the Saints Peter & Paul Church in Nauvoo, Illinois. 

Survivors include his wife: Joan; five children: Ron (Amy) 
Hogan of Saint Louis, Missouri, Don (Jeanne) Hogan of 
Fort Madison, Iowa, Judy (Pat) Hayes of Palmer, Alaska, Su-
san (Tom) Walljasper of Fort Madison, Iowa, Debra (Jim) 

Hurt of Augusta, Illinois; 18 grandchildren, 24 great-grandchildren, 2 
great-great-grandchildren; and 2 brothers: Leonard Hogan and Patrick Ho-
gan.

He was preceded in death by his parents, two brothers: Richard and David, 
and one grandson: Thomas Walljasper.

Doc was a graduate of the Saints Peter and Paul High School in Nauvoo. 
He retired from J.I. Case in Burlington, Iowa.   

Doc was very active in the Boy Scouts of America  serving as both the Cub 
Master for pack 56 and Scout Master for troop 56 for many years. He also 
volunteered countless hours at Camp Eastman. He was especially proud of 
his “Eagle Scouts.”  He was always available to anyone in need and frequently 
opened his home as a safe place for others.  He served on the Nauvoo Fire 
Department. Doc enjoyed camping, motorcycles and being with his family 
and friends.  He is best remembered for being “Doc”.

Friends may call after 2:00 p.m. Friday, October 29, 2021 at the Schmitz-
Banks & Beals Funeral Home where family will receive friends from 5:00 to 
7:00 p.m.

A graveside service will be held at 3:00 p.m. Saturday, October 30, 2021 at 
the Appanoose Township Cemetery, near Niota, Illinois, with Fr. Tony Tros-
ley and Pastor Mark Anderson officiating.

A memorial has been established in his memory for the Saints Peter & Paul 
School.

Online condolences may be made to the family at www.sbbfuneralhome.
com. Schmitz-Banks & Beals Funeral Home is assisting the family with ar-
rangements.

HOGAN

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funer-
al homes and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. 
They are also run as submitted by the funeral homes. Reposting of 
obituaries due to changes can only be requested by the submitting 
funeral home and will be assessed a $15 reposting fee.

https://www.PothitakisLaw.com/
http://www.fullenkampins.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
http://www.sbbfuneralhome.com
http://www.sbbfuneralhome.com
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See a Banker today to help you get it done.

We know how tough switching banks can be.

Built on Tradition, 
Trust & Teamwork

3542 168th St. • Wever, IA • 319-372-5141
3131 Sunnyside • Burlington, IA • 319-752-6200
106 Academy Ave. • Denmark, IA • 319-528-4222

www.fsbwever.com

The Final Word in

Access the single most
comprehensive resource for garage sales
in our area, in print and online!

www.dailydem.com
Amish built Fortune!

Call for info

573-249-3333
marktwainmobilehomes.com

USED
DOUBLE WIDE

FOR SALE BY OWNER
OPEN HOUSE
10:30am-4pm

Saturday & Sunday
Call 217-219-1013 for week-
day viewing. 840 N. 5th St,
Hamilton, IL. 1932 sq ft, 2
master suites + 1 bed & 2.5
baths. 180 degree river view,
.70 acre corner lot. 15 years of
remodeling and upgrades.
$143,500. View zillow.com

AMISH GIRLS available to
clean houses & do yard work.
Must supply rides. Visit 20414
Spruce Ave., Keosauqua, IA

BOGO!!!!!
ATTENTION!

NEED TO SELL AN ITEM
OR ADVERTISE YOUR

BUSINESS??
FOR A LIMITED TIME USE

THE NEW BONNY
BUYER SPECIAL. YOU CAN

PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD UP
TO 4 LINES FOR JUST $5,

AND GUESS WHAT!?
 YOU BUY 1 WEEK AT THE

$5, GET 1 WEEK FREE!
CALL HALEY OR LEE ANN

AT
319-372-6421

FREE SKIDS/PALLETS!
Pick up in the alley behind

the Daily Democrat building
at 1226 Ave. H in Fort

Madison.

ATTENTION MUSICIANS!
We want YOU! New event in
Montrose, IA starting Sat. May
4th at 1pm behind the Fire
Station at Picken Park. Event
will be held 1st Sat of month
thru Sept. Call Linda Johnson
at 319-795-3675 for more info.

FOR SALE: 2003 Honda Sil-
ver Wings scooter, 600cc
Automatic, Good running con-
dition, must see to appreciate.
$2300. Call 319-930-1804

FOR SALE: 2007 Ford F-150
XLT Triton package, 4x4, 4.6L
V8, 95,918 mi., tow package,
t i l t  wheel ,  cru ise,  power
locks/windows, red in color
w/black topper. $10,600. 319-
201-0950

FOR SALE: 2000 Chevy ext
cab 4x4 127,000mi. + 1995
Chevy ext cab 4x4 90,000mi.
$2,500 your choice, Tweedy
Auto Body. 319-838-2229

FOR SALE: 2007 GMC pick
up. 55,000 miles. $7,250 OBO.
Call for information. 319-837-
6268

FOR SALE: Homemade trail-
er, 5ft. by 9ft. V-front, overall
length 17ft. High speed axle,
R13 tires, 2 fairly new tires +
spare, title/reg. UTD. $225.
319-372-8421 Leave VM.

FOR SALE :  Transmission
case, Ford, side shift, 40 to 48.
$25. 319-753-2020

USED TIRES, alot of tread on
them. 2 Michelin- 245/40R19,
3 Hankook- P235/75R17, 4
Un i roya l -  215 /60R16 ,  2
Cooper- 235/R6017. Best Of-
fer. Call 319-838-2651.

PRICE REDUCED!
2013 Traverse Popup

by Palomino.
Excellent Condition,

Loaded - Lots of Extras incl.
Brand New A/C

Great Buy for $5000.
(319)835-3271,

please leave message.

FOR SALE: Jonboat, 3ft. by
13ft., Delhi, 2-person, for
pond/small r iver, reg./t it le
UTD, 6HP max, $210 firm.
319-372-8421, Leave VM.

FOR SALE: 14' Bass boat.
2007 Yamaha 25 HP motor,
2007 trailer. $1,750 OBO. 850-
232-3868

FOR SALE: 17ft. Grumman
canoe. Call 319-316-3715

FOR SALE: Cargo trailer,
4'x8'. Homemade with alumin-
um tool box. $400. 850-232-
3868

FRIDAY, MAY 3
5 - 7 PM

Open   House

815 Ave G.
Ft. Madison, IA

319- 470-5167

SALE ON CLASS PACKS & CLOTHING
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GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP

IN BUSINESS SINCE 1991
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7
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7

WANTED:
1 STORY HOUSES & GARAGES

Specializing In:
30 Lb. U.L. Rated Underlayment
Landmark Architectual Shingles

“When you want it done right 
the first time”

A+ Rating with The Better Business Bureau

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA 52627
Tony@tawins.com

319-372-5201
Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA
52627
Tony@tawins.com

Fort Colony Restaurant
Open 7 Days A Week
DAILY SPECIALS
Breakfast All Day

(319) 372-5759
5102 Ave. O

Fort Madison, IA 52627

OBITUARIES

VERA M. SCHLEIF
Vera Mae Schleif, 91 years, of West Burlington, 

Iowa and formerly of Fort Madison died Tuesday, 
October 26, 2021 at the Covenant Care Center 
in Pensacola, Florida.  She was born July 6, 1930 
in Croton, Iowa a daughter of William McKinley 
McPherson and Bertha Esther (Raines) McPher-
son.  On January 22, 1950 at Fort Madison Iowa 
she married Arthur Eric Schleif.

She grew up in Fort Madison and graduated 
from Fort Madison High School.  She worked at 
the Shaeffer Pen Company and the Iowa Ordnance 
Plant until her husband, Art, became a pastor in 
the Seventh-day Adventist Church.  They were 
pastors of churches in Mississippi, Missouri and 
Iowa. 

She is survived by one son Brad (Sheryl) Schleif 
of Pensacola Florida; one sister, Alice Jean Ray 
of Cheyenne, Wyoming; two grandsons, Dustin 
(Dawn) Schleif and Greg (Trina) Schleif, both of 
Central California; numerous nieces and nephews.  
Vera Mae was preceded in death by her parents, 
husband, and seven brothers and sisters.

The funeral for Mrs. Schleif will be held at 10:30 
am Tuesday, November 2, 2021 at the Barr Memo-
rial Chapel, Fort Madison, officiated by her son, 
Pastor Brad Schleif.  Visitation will be one hour 
prior to the funeral at the Barr Memorial Chapel, 
beginning at 9:30 am Tuesday morning.  Burial 
will be at Denmark Cemetery, Denmark, Iowa.  A 
memorial has been established, contributions may 
be left or sent to the Barr Memorial Chapel, 1919 
Ave F, Fort Madison, Iowa 52627.  Barr Memorial 
Chapel is honored to serve the Schleif family and 
online condolences to the family may be made at 
www.barrmemorialchapel.com. 

OBITUARIES

L. DEE HARRISON, JR.
L. Dee Harrison, Jr., 83, of Farmington, Iowa, passed away at 9:10 a.m. Monday, October 25, 2021, at 

his home in Farmington
He was born on February 13, 1938, in Burlington, Iowa, the son of L. Dee, Sr. and Ruby Aileen 

(Massey) Harrison. In November of 1957, he married Mary Allaman. She preceded him in 
death.

Survivors include his four children: Philip D. Harrison of Indian Springs, Nevada, Cath-
leen (Steven) Burke of Edgerton, Kansas, Lisa (Leighton Cain) Harrison-Cain of Saint 
Cloud, Florida and Bradley D. Harrison of Rowlett, Texas; six grandchildren: Rory Burke, 
Taylor Harrison, Reid Harrison, Alex Karimipour, Shelby Burke and Farrah Karimipour 
and one great grandchild: Teagan Burke.

He was preceded in death by his parents; wife: Mary; brother: Greg Harrison and grand-
son; Ryan Burke.

Dee attended a one room school house outside Kirkwood, Illinois in his early years. He was a 1956 
graduate of Kirkwood High School. He attended Bradley University for two years and was in the Na-
tional Guard. Dee and Mary raised their family in Monmouth, Illinois. He worked as a salesman at 
Ray Green Chevrolet until he partnered with Chuck Woods, owning Woods Harrison Ford Dealership 
which later became Harrison Ford. In 1990, Dee moved to Farmington, where he lived until his death. 
Dee was a member of the Bonaparte Baptist Church. He enjoyed going to swap meets for his NOS parts 
business and tinkering in his warehouse.

The family will receive friends from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. Sunday, October 31, 2021 at Schmitz Funeral 
Home in Farmington. The funeral home will be open from 12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m. that afternoon.

A memorial service will be held at 1:00 p.m. Monday, November 1, 2021 at Schmitz Funeral Home in 
Farmington with Reverend Chad Welch officiating.

Donations may be made  in his memory to the Farmington Public Library.
Online condolences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com. Schmitz Funeral 

Home of Farmington is assisting the family with arrangements.

HARRISON

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck (319)371.1670

https://www.GetVaccineAnswers.org
mailto:tony%40tawins.com?subject=Wellmark%20Medicare%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
https://www.facebook.com/Fort-Colony-Family-Restaurant-585425405151709/
http://www.barrmemorialchapel.com
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
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cal development and recruiting.
The distribution of the videos will be on the city’s and the chamber’s website. The 

company will work with the city for three years and edit and update with changes.
“It’s all been so fast. I got a script a week ago. I got the shoot list last Friday and 

now he’s here shooting it,” Collier said.
Peiton and Collier are accompanying videographers around for the rest of the 

week gathering the footage, talking with people about possible testimonials, and 
talking to businesses.

Sponsorships will be available on the videos. Businesses who purchase sponsor-
ships on the video will also get videos for their own, but the rates have not been set 
yet.

Collier said she wants to get testimonials from people who’ve been here a long 
time, business leaders, and people who are more transient.

Once completed the videos will be uploaded to the Fort Madison Chamber of 
Commerce, as well as the city’s website.

Collier said there may be other places of value to include the video, but that will be 
determined after the project is completed.

VIDEO - Continued from Page 1

Fort Madison Chamber of Commerce Coordinator Savanna Collier 
stands with a videographer and City Tourism Director Jean Peiton on 
Wednesday morning as they create footage of the Southeastern Com-
munity College facility in downtown Fort Madison.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Local businesses can sponsor video

Foundation is investing in the wellness component of our riverfront revitalization,” 
said Fort Madison Mayor Matt Mohrfeld. 

“Wellness opportunities are important to the people of Fort Madison. Thank you 
for being a major partner in making this project happen.” 

The pledge is contingent on the marina project receiving estimated funding of $6.5 
million. The City of Fort Madison and Southeast Iowa Regional Riverboat Commis-
sion each have committed $1.5 to the project.  

The marina project began earlier this year with dredging and removing the ex-
isting docks. When completed, the Fort Madison riverfront will be enhanced with 
covered and uncovered docks with 170 public-access boat slips and a hospitality 
building offering gas, food, beverages, and convenience items. 

Mohrfeld was in Des Moines on Thursday with eight other presenters trying to 
secure a state Community Action and Tourism grant to help with the costs of the 
project. He said preliminary plans are underway to begin a community capital cam-
paign as well.

“We’ve got the $1.5 million from the city, $1.5 million from SIRRC for the docks, 
and we have the $1.5 million being put in by the hospital foundation for the wellness 
component. In the dredging part, these are rough numbers, but FEMA will be in for 
about $1.5 million there,” Mohrfeld said.

He said there has also been a preliminary commitment from the for-profit arm 
of the structure to talk about the agreement between the entities for the operation-
al structure. That group has already formed an L.L.C and will build the hospitality 
center.

The GRHS-FMCH Community Health Foundation was created in 2018 as part 
of an agreement to provide funding for projects or initiatives that help improve the 
health of communities served by Great River Health System. Although the name of 
FMCH has been changed to Southeast Iowa Regional Medical Center, the founda-
tion’s name has not changed. It is not part of the Great River Health Foundation.

MARINA - Continued from Page 1

Mohrfeld pitches marina 
to state CAT grant panel

WEST BURLINGTON – Southeast 
Iowa Regional Medical Center’s West 
Burlington campus has received the 
American Heart Association’s Mis-
sion: Lifeline® EMS Gold Achievement 
Award for implementing specific 
quality improvement measures to 
treat patients who suffer severe heart 
attacks.   

Each year, more than 250,000 people 
experience an ST elevation myocardial 
infarction (STEMI),the deadliest type 
of heart attack, caused by a blockage 
of blood flow to the heart that requires 
timely treatment. To prevent death, 
it is critical to restore blood flow as 
quickly as possible, either by mechan-
ically opening the blocked vessel or by 
providing clot-busting medication.  

The American Heart Association’s 

Mission: Lifeline program helps reduce 
barriers to prompt treatment for heart 
attacks – starting from when 9-1-1 
is called, to EMS transport and con-
tinuing through hospital treatment 
and discharge. Optimal care for heart 
attack patients takes coordination 
between the individual hospital, EMS 
and healthcare system. 

“EMTs and paramedics play a vital 
part in the system of care for those 
who have heart attacks,” said Tim Hen-
ry, MD, chair of the Mission: Lifeline 
Acute Coronary Syndrome Subcom-
mittee. “Since they often are the first 
medical point of contact, they can save 
precious minutes of treatment time by 
activating the emergency response sys-
tem that alerts hospitals to an incom-
ing heart attack patient.”

SIRMC’s WB campus earns 
award for treating heart attacks

Dems set Eppers-O’Malley dinner 
for Nov. 11 at Meyer’s in Keokuk
KEOKUK - The Lee County Dem-

ocratic Party is hosting its annual 
Eppers-O’Malley Dinner on Thurs-
day, November 11, at Meyers’ Court-
yard, 629 Blondeau Street, Keokuk. 
The social hour begins at 5:30 pm, 
with the dinner/program to follow at 
6:30 pm. The social hour is always a 
great way to personally meet candi-
dates before they speak during the 
dinner.

Several candidates are speaking at 
the dinner this year. Two candidates 
for U.S. Senate are planning to at-
tend, former U.S. Representative and 
state representative Abby Finkenauer 
and Dr. Glenn Hurst, a leader in the 
Iowa democratic party as chair of the 
party’s rural caucus, and a Minden 
city councilman. State Representative 
Christina Bohannan is a candidate 
for the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives. She is a law professor and 
former engineer.

Two candidates for governor will 
be attending. State Representative 
Ras Smith and businesswoman 
Deidre DeJear. Eric Van Lancker and 
Joel Miller, both county auditors and 
candidates for Secretary of State will 
be speaking. 

Van Lancker is the Clinton County 
Auditor and Miller is the Linn Coun-
ty Auditor.

Awards will be given to four 
outstanding Lee County Democrat-
ic volunteers. Tickets are $25 each 
and can be purchased in advance by 
mailing a check to the Lee County 
Democratic Party, P.O. Box 1302, 
Keokuk, IA 52632, calling 319-526-
3160, or at the door if available. 

If the cost of a ticket might prevent 
you from attending, please call the 
number listed. 

All Democrats and those interested 
in hearing the visions of the candi-
dates are encouraged to attend.

https://www.TKEF.org
https://direct.chownow.com/order/7299/locations/9753
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From the Front

the first printing and then a paperback printing.
One of the neat characteristics is the dot edging 

of the illustration. Guzman said there are millions 
of dots in the illustrations that she manually added 
to give the pictures a softness.

 “There’s million of dots, millions and millions of 
dots in here. I actually get carpal tunnel from this. 
I’m not kidding,” she said.

“There’s a scene with a shop and that was the 
one that I sent in with my sketch. It makes it look 
softer.”

She said the technique is called stippling and she 
said it took a full year from start to finish to illus-
trate the 32-page book.

Her passion for drawing started when she was 
about three years old. Guzman said she can re-
member the book, “Where the Wild Things Are,” 
and that spurred a curiosity in drawing and litera-
ture.

She said now having her own illustrations fea-
tured in a published book seems almost surreal.

“It’s almost surreal to think that it’s really hap-
pened. It really is, and has been an interesting 
journey.

BOOK - Continued from Page 1

Guzman has thoughts about writing own children’s book

HTC art instructor Tracee Guzman reads and shows illustrations to children at HTC elementa-
ry’s after school Halloween Party Wednesday. Guzman is the illustrator of the published book. 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

“My college professors said for my final project 
in my senior year, that my work was suitable for 
illustration and asked me if I had ever thought 
about that. I told them, I’ve always wanted to be an 
illustrator,” she said.

A social media event known as InkTober opened 
the door for her to have her work published. Ink-
Tober is a month where anyone can illustrate one 
word and then post it on the Internet and social 
media avenues.

A publishing company saw her work and asked 
her if she did illustrations. She said she didn’t, but 
always wanted to and they said they could put her 

to work right away.
“That’s how it started for me. It was just kind of 

serendipity.”
She said she gets royalties for the book but hasn’t 

received a royalty check yet.
Guzman said she would like to write and illus-

trate her own book at some point. She has an idea 
for it, but hasn’t started it.

“That’s on my list.”
The front and back covers of The Witches Ball, 

written by Lori Ries and illustrated by Holy Trinity 
Elementary art teacher Tracee Guzman. The book 
is available on Amazon. 

Hayden Kelch looks 
for a place to sit in 
his magician’s out-
fit as he gets ready 
to listen to Tracee 
Guzman read on 
Wednesday at Holy 
Trinity Elementary 
from the book she il-
lustrated.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

https://www.facebook.com/CompleteRentalFM/
https://forms.office.com/g/uu5f65MTGb
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Vaccination Nurse
Lee County Health Department is seeking to  
contract with a RN, LPN, or other qualifying  

professional licensed to administer vaccines in Iowa.  
The contracted position will include working in LCHD’s 

scheduled vaccination clinics which involves clinic 
preparation work, administering COVID-19 and flu 

vaccination, possible vaccine data entry and tracking, 
and scheduling.  Hours will vary each week  

throughout LCHD’s vaccination campaign.  Those 
interested should contact or send credentials/resume 

to Emily Biddenstadt, Community Health  
Program Manager, at ebiddenstadt@leecountyhd.org.   

LCHD is an EOE.

Registered Nurse 
Hospice & Homecare

Lee County Health Department is seeking a full-time RN to work 
in the agency’s hospice & home health care programs.   
Experience in completing comprehensive patient assessments 
and providing skilled nursing care based on patient’s plan of 
care preferred. Skilled nursing home visits and patient care 
management responsibilities will be required. LCHD’s  
operational hours are 8:00am-4:30pm Monday-Friday with each 
RN assigned an on-call rotation every 3rd to 4th weekend and 
limited evenings during the month. LCHD offers a team oriented 
work environment with competitive wages and excellent  
benefits. Please send resumes to Becky Fader, Program  
Manager, at bfader@leecountyhd.org or to LCHD, PO Box 
1426, Fort Madison, IA 52627 by November 8, 2021.   
LCHD is an EOE.

conagrabrands.com/careers for details & to apply

• Main Responsibilities:
• Repair and maintain all assigned machinery
• Troubleshoot machinery, analyze, and imple-

ment corrective procedures
• Use all associated tools, machines, and diag-

nostic equipment
• Create and close out own work orders and 

maintain inventory in SAP system
• Overhaul production lines or building struc-

ture as needed.
• Ensure efficient operation of all production 

lines including mechanical services.
• Ability to carry out the following functions:  

parts manufacture troubles shooting, and 
proper operation of shop equipment.

• Preferred working knowledge and/or experi-
ence in:

•  Hydraulics & Pneumatics
•  Mechanical assemblies (gearboxes, drives 

etc)
•  Layout and fabrication – includes heli-arc, 

stick, and gas welding ability
•  Preventive maintenance and repair
•  Basic electrical knowledge (3 phase, break-

ers, schematic reading, etc.)

Maintenance Technician & Utilities Technician
WE ARE HIRING

Starting wage $27.45. Will advance to $29.17 after training.
ConAgra offers an excellent benefit package.  

Maintenance Technician
• Main responsibilities:
• Refrigeration systems (supporting the Process 

Safety Management Program on the plants 
ammonia refrigeration system),

• RETA certification preferred
• HVAC systems
• Compressed Air Systems
• Water Systems-Level 2 Water Treatment certi-

fied with IDNR is preferred
• Steam Boiler Systems
• Fire Protection Systems
• Minimum Requirements:
• 3-5 years of experience in Industrial Ammonia 

Refrigeration and Air Conditioning, and/or a 
2-year technical college degree (Air Condition-
ing and Refrigeration)

• 2 to 3 years of experience of working with 
industrial/commercial electricity and/or core 
classes in industrial/commercial electrical 
technology training

• Must have the required Universal EPA certifi-
cation for handling refrigerants

• Experience in team processes, interpersonal 
communications, team building, facilitation, 
and self-management skills

• Ability to work rotating shifts

Utilities Technician

PUBLIC NOTICE
MINUTES

KEOKUK CITY
COUNCIL MEETING

October 21, 2021
501 Main Street

6:30 P.M.

The City Council of the 
City of Keokuk met in 
regular session on Octo-
ber 21, 2021 at 501 Main 
Street. Mayor Thomas 
L. Richardson called the 
meeting to order at 6:30 
p.m. There were nine 
council members pres-
ent, none absent. Mike 
O’Connor, Linda Altheide, 

Roslyn Garcia (left prior 
to staff reports), Devon 
Dade, John Helenthal, 
Steve Andrews, Linda 
Marsden (left at 6:58 
p.m.), Roger Bryant, 
and Susan Dunek were 
present. Staff in atten-
dance: City Administrator 
Cole O’Donnell, City 
Clerk Jean Ludwig, Public 
Works Director Robert 
Helenthal, Community 
Development Director 
Pam Broomhall, Bridge, 
Park, Cemetery and Sani-
tation Manager Bob Weis, 
Sewer Manager Michael 
Clark, Police Chief Dave 

Hinton, Fire Chief Gabe 
Rose, as well as other 
personnel.

MAYOR CORRESPON-
DENCE: Recognized 
Dave Johnson’s retire-
ment from Sanitation 
Department, effective Oct 
29, 2021. Mayor gave 
comments on current 
budget deficit.

CITIZEN’S REQUEST: 
Tony and Marty Fox of 
Decker Manufacturing 
commented on fran-
chise fees and rela-
tionships with the city. 
Brad Schreck and Kathy 
Marion commented on 

noise pollution. Teresa 
Murray asked about cost 
savings of redistricting. 
Drake Custer spoke in 
favor of franchise fees, he 
commented cuts to city 
services may result if fees 
are not approved. City 
employee John Reiter 
asked for a review of his 
duties before eliminat-
ing his position. Andy 
Whitaker has questions 
regarding 2019 audit 
report. Nancy Symmonds 
inquired about educating 
the public regarding city 
finances.

Motion made by Dade, 

second by Andrews to 
approve the agenda, 
including the consent 
agenda. (8) AYES, (0) 
NAYS. Motion carried.

● Minutes of the Coun-
cil Workshop & Regular 
City Council meeting of

October 7, 2021;
● Cash Receipts & 

Treasurer’s Report for 
September 2021;

● Special Event Permit, 
Keokuk Economic De-
velopment Corporation, 
Live After 5 Networking 
Event, will be offering 
alcohol (does not require 
a liquor license), Thurs-

day, October 28, 2021 
from 4-8 p.m. to be held 
at SE Iowa Development 
Center, 1417 Exchange 
Street;

● Motion to pay bills 
and transfers listed in 
Register No.’s 5235-5237;

Old Business:
No motion to remove 

from table an Ordinance 
repealing Ordinance 
No. 1998, and granting 
to Midstates Natural 
Gas, its successors, and 
assigns, a non-exclusive 
twenty-year franchise to 
acquire, construct, erect, 
maintain and operate a 

SHOPClassifieds
Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

PUBLIC NOTICES

mailto:bfader%40leecountyhd.org?subject=RN%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
mailto:bfader%40leecountyhd.org?subject=RN%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
https://careers.conagrabrands.com/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
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conagrabrands.com/careers

Conagra Brands in Fort Madison, IA is EXPANDING! 
INCREASED starting wage for Production Technicians!
Check out additional details and job openings
at conagrabrands.com/careers and search for Fort Madison, IA.

date
time
location

11/10/2021
4-7PM
CATFISH BEND EVENT
CENTER BURLINGTON Interview for / learn more about our 

open salaried job opportunities, too!

!!!!
EVENT
HIRING

RESUME
BRING YOUR

Increased wages / pension:
• Starting pay is $19.32 per hour
• Advance to $21.01 within 12 months
• Advance to $23.28 within 30 months
• $175 Company contribution monthly                            

to your pension from date of hire

New Wages! 
• $19 per hour
• Step program with wage increases beginning at 6 months.

Shifts Available:
• 3rd Shift - 10pm - 6:30am
• Rotating Shift - Rotates every two weeks between 1st shift       

(6:00am-2:30pm) and 2nd shift (2:00pm-10:30pm)

Benefits package that includes: 

• 13 Company Paid Holidays annually (Including 2 paid days off for 
Independence Day, 2 paid days off for Thanksgiving and 3 paid days 
off for Christmas!)

• 12 Vacation Days annually
• 401k match above associate contribution
• Medical/Dental/Vision 
• And more!

We’re really proud of our Total Health Programs that offer Wellness 
Incentives that can reduce your monthly insurance premiums by up to 
$110 each for yourself and your covered Spouse/Domestic Partner, en-
hanced Sick Time Benefits,expanded Parental Leave and so much more. 

Want to speak with a Scotts representative
and see if we’re a great fit for you and your family? 

Come see us at our Job Fair
Wednesday, November 3 • 8am-Noon & 3-7pm

at 1910 48th Street in Fort Madison 

Not available for the Job Fair?
Call or Text Donna at 319-371-8461 for details. 

To learn more about these opportunities visit us at
https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers

Full-time Job Opportunities
for Machine Operators

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS
PUBLIC NOTICES

natural gas utility in the 
City of Keokuk, Iowa and 
to furnish and sell natu-
ral gas to the city and its 
inhabitants, and requiring 
said company to pay a 
franchise fee to the City.

No motion to remove 
from table an Ordinance 
repealing Ordinance 
No. 1830, and grant-
ing to Interstate Power 
and Light Company, its 
successors, and assigns, 
a non-exclusive twen-
ty-five-year franchise to 
acquire, construct, erect, 
maintain and operate an 
electric system in the City 
of Keokuk, Iowa and to 
furnish and sell electric 
energy to the City and its 
inhabitants, and requiring 
said company to pay a 
franchise fee to the City.

New Business:
Motion to table by 

Andrews, second by 
Garcia the reductions as 
proposed or provide staff 
with further direction on 
possible reductions. (8) 
AYES, (0) NAYS. Motion 
carried.

Motion made by O’Con-

nor, second by Helenthal 
to approve the following 
proposed RESOLUTION 
NO. 309-21: “A RES-
OLUTION SETTING A 
PUBLIC HEARING AND 
FIXING A DATE ON THE 
AUTHORIZATION OF A 
LOAN AGREEMENT AND 
THE ISSUANCE OF NOT 
TO EXCEED $ 5,000,000 
GENERAL OBLIGATION 
REFUNDING CAPITAL 
LOAN NOTES OF THE 
CITY OF KEOKUK, 
STATE OF IOWA (FOR 
ESSENTIAL CORPO-
RATE PURPOSE), AND 
PROVIDING FOR PUB-
LICATION OF NOTICE 
THEREOF.” (8) AYES, (0) 
NAYS. Motion carried.

Motion made by Dade, 
second by Bryant to 
approve the following pro-
posed RESOLUTION NO. 
310-21: “A RESOLUTION 
APPROVING THE 2020-
2021 ANNAUL FINANCE 
REPORT.” (8) AYES, (0) 
NAYS. Motion carried.

BOARDS & COMMIS-
SIONS: Grand Theater 
Commission final notifi-
cation: Bob Soule, Jim 

Wolff, and Kathy Joyce, 
three-year terms to expire 
11/5/2024. Park and Rec-
reation Advisory Board 
final notification: Peg 
Vermillion and Richard 
Moore, three-year terms 
to expire 11/2/2024. Mo-
tion made by Helenthal, 
second by Dunek to ap-
prove appointments. (8) 
AYES, (0) NAYS. Motion 
carried.

Motion to approve res-
ignation of Diane Bram-
hall McWilliams from City 
Planning Commission, 
term to expire 5/14/2023. 
Motion to approve by 
Garcia, second by Helen-
thal. (8) AYES (0) NAYS. 
Motion carried.

Rand Park Pavilion 
Commission second 
notification: Kimberly 
Buerklin, term to expire 
10/22/2025. Joe Morgan 
fulfilling the unexpired 
term of Michael Albright, 
term to expire 10/22/2023 
(no votes required).

STAFF REPORTS: 
: Community Develop-
ment Director Broomhall 
reported on demolition of 

422 Main Street. O’Don-
nell reported on City Hall 
project including the roof, 
Per Mar alarm system 

and covid policy.
There being no further 

business, Mayor Rich-
ardson adjourned the 

meeting at 7:38 p.m.

The average person is on their device 3+ hours per day.

Call Lee (319)371.4125

Reach your customers
wherever they are
with digital ads.

https://careers.conagrabrands.com/
https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers
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Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Buying or Selling?
Call Karen first!

Karen Hope
(319) 372-4040

• Real Knowledge
• Real Experience
• Real Dedication

Real Results!Real Results!

Short-Term Rehabilitation
Long-Term Care

Memory Care
Ventilator Care

NOW HIRING RN, LPN, & CNA POSITIONS

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Vinyl Banners

Art
Supplies

Flyers

Posters

Office 
Furniture

B
usiness 

Form
s

Trifold Brochures

P
hoto

C
orrection

Coffee 
Mugs

Office 
Supplies

Printing

T-Shirt Printing

B
usiness C

ards

ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Nursing
Rehabilitation

Long-Term Care

WHERE COMPASSION & QUALITY COME FIRST
319-463-5438

Complete Comfort. Affordable Price.

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service • Never An Overtime Charge
FREE Estimates • Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Full Service 
HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison,

Burlington, and
surrounding areas
with over 30 Years 

Experience!

This little piggy 
went to market

and never lost money.1

Banking on the market to fund your retirement can be 
risky. I can help you lock in solid gains and protect 

yourself from downside risk. Call me today.

Disclosure

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

1Surrender of the contract may be subject to surrender charges. Withdrawals before age 59 1/2 may result in a
10% IRS penalty tax. Additionally, there is a charge for the Simple7 Income Rider once it is activated.
Qualifications and restrictions apply for activation. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A141 (9-17)
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LEE COUNTY
SECONDARY ROADS

HELP WANTED

MECHANIC 
CLASS I

Lee County is currently ac-
cepting applications for a Me-
chanic Class I to work out of 
our Central Shop near Don-
nellson, IA. The successful 
applicant will perform skilled 
mechanical work in the main-
tenance and repair of vehi-
cles, and construction and 
maintenance equipment and 
all related mechanical equip-
ment including but not limited 
to performing: diagnostics; 
electrical repairs; gas weld-
ing and cutting; arc and mig 
welding; and work on hy-
draulic components.  Main-
tains records of all parts and 
tools used in repair and as-
sist in inventory of parts and 
equipment.  Requires a high 
school graduate or G.E.D. 
equivalent and must possess 
a valid Class A commercial 
driver’s license with air brake 
and tanker endorsements.

Lee County provides equal 
opportunity in employment 
to all person regardless of 
age, race, creed, color, sex, 
national origin, religion, or 
disability.  The position pay 
range is $20.88 to $23.95 per 
hour.

For a job description, a list of 
qualifications, and to apply, 
download an application from 
our county’s website, www.
leecounty.org and turn it into 
the County Engineer Office 
or email it to bhull@leecoun-
ty.org and copy it to shart-
son@leecounty.org along 
with a resume by 4:30 p.m., 
Monday, November 8, 2021.

We’re Not Southeast Iowa’s
Favorite Dental Office

Without Our Great Team

APPLY TODAY
TO JOIN US!

Pothitakis Dentistry current-
ly needs a Full-Time Hygien-
ist.

Complete an application at
or mail your resume to
1223 S. Gear Avenue,

Eastman Plaza, Suite 302
West Burlington, IA 52655

or email burldental@gmail.com
EOE

HELP WANTEDBUSINESS DIRECTORY

Advertise 
in a brand 
new way.

Message your 
customers 
where they 
spend their 

time – online!

Call Lee 
(319)371.4125

http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
https://www.facebook.com/Hope-Associates-Real-Estate-LLC-227221170668648/
https://www.themadison.biz/
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
https://www.montrosehealthcenter.com/
http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.leecounty.org
http://www.leecounty.org
mailto:bhull@leecounty.org
mailto:bhull@leecounty.org
mailto:shartson@leecounty.org
mailto:shartson@leecounty.org
mailto:burldental@gmail.com
http://StopTextsStopWrecks.org


At this time we are offering curbside pick-up for orders over 
$20. Orders can be placed via phone (319-837-6126), email 
(sonnysmarket@hotmail.com) or Facebook messanger (@
sonnyssupermarket). Immediate reaction to Social Media is 
not guaranteed.

Call for curbside pickup
319.837.6126 

327 5th Street, West Point, IA
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The following is a list of upcoming Halloween events submitted to Pen City Current.
October 17-31 – Scarecrow Stroll – A community-wide scarecrow display contest. 

Open to all residents and businesses in Keokuk. First, second, and third place prizes 
will be awarded in four categories: single family home, neighborhood (2+ homes), small 
business, and franchise business. Details can be found on Main Street Keokuk’s Face-
book page here. Register your display here https://forms.gle/bnZbw1aX3iSDBU467. 

Friday, Oct. 29, 6-9 p.m. - Lee County CrimeStoppers’ No Tricks - All Treats event 
at the Lee County Fairgrounds. This year Wal-Mart Keokuk is jumping in for this huge 
event. Due to weather conditions, this year’s event has been moved into the Lee County 
Fair Sale Barn. Signs and directions will be posted at the event.

Friday, October 29 – 3:30pm-5pm – Keokuk Downtown Trick or Treat. Partici-
pating businesses will be identified with an event window decal and included on a list 
of Downtown Trick or Treat destinations. More details can be found on Main Street 
Keokuk’s Facebook page here. 

Saturday, October 30 – 10am-noon – Shug’s Tiny Town Spooktacular Saturday. 
Pumpkin decorating, costume contest and trick or treat in the play center.Space is 
limited-registration is required. Only $15/child-must be paid at the time of registration. 
Cost includes admission to the play center for the day. Buy your ticket online at https://
tinyurl.com/crkjkev4 or call the store at 319-372-SHUG (7484).

Saturday, October 30 – 3pm-5pm – Old Settlers Halloween in the Park.
Saturday, October 30 – 5pm-7pm – City of Donnellson Trick or Treat.
Saturday, October 30 – 5pm-7pm – City of Fort Madison Trick or Treat.
Saturday, October 30 – 5pm-7pm – City of West Point Trick or Treat.
Saturday, October 30 – 5pm-7pm – Historic Old Lee County Jail Trick or Treat, 

711 Avenue F, Fort Madison.
Sunday, October 31 – 10am-1pm – FallFest at Victory Faith Church. This free 

family event includes breakfast for kids at 10:00am, lunch for everyone, carnival games, 
live music, prizes, and inflatables. 2359 53rd Street, Fort Madison. Google Map here for 
directions.

Sunday, October 31 – 5pm-7pm – City of Keokuk Trick or Treat.
Sunday, October 31 – 5pm-7pm – Keokuk Police Department Halloween 1st Stop. 

Visit their Facebook page here for more information.
Sunday, October 31 – 5pm-7pm – City of Montrose Trick or Treat.

HALLOWEEN

FORT MADISON - RiverCall, an installation by glass artist Jim Topic will be on 
display through the month of November at Fort Madison Area Arts Association. The 
Opening Reception is scheduled for Friday, November 5th from 5-7pm at the Art 
Center located at 825 Ave G, Fort Madison, Iowa. This month’s exhibition is gener-
ously sponsored by Axalta Coating Systems.

 Jim Topic, the primary artist behind Nauvoo GlassWorks, has a full installation 
of inspired glass creations to support a concept he is exploring. He invites you to 
explore along with him. “The river has always been a metaphor for life for me… 
describing change within permanence,” says Topic. Going on to further state “We 
encounter the river in four ways: above it, on it, in it, under it. We are reminded that 
life and the river are often more complex than our initial perspective.”

 Glass, as a medium of choice for Topic, is also paradoxical. It is permanent yet 
ever changing. How this artist came to utilize glass is an origin story that spans two 
continents and three individual’s visions. His artist practice inspires him to seek long 
connections through space and time with his staged installation stories. RiverCall 
is not a final work, but a work evolving. FMAAA will be the initial installation of 
Topic’s vision, the origin story he intends to make additions to and utilize to spring-
board future collaborations. RiverCall is destined to appear in other venues before 
returning in the future to Fort Madison in an evolved form. Come see it now at its 
original source!

 In addition to the conceptual glass installation work, Topic will have many signa-
ture items available for sale just in time for that perfect holiday gift.

November is RiverCall at 
the FMAAA Art Center

The work of Jim 
Topic, a local 
glass works art-
ist, will be the 
November ex-
hibit at the Fort 
Madison Area 
Arts Associa-
tion. A reception 
is set for Nov. 5 
at 5 p.m.
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