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COVID -19 
makes me 
walk, eat pie

EMPTY NEST
Fall has author hating ‘mieces’ to pieces

I was welding away on the last sculpture 
for my art show in Fort Madison. In fact, 
I had just completed the last weld, when 
my MIG wire welder started smoking and 
flames shot out of the front. I stopped 
welding and fortunately the flames and 
smoke subsided. What in tarnation?!

Curt Swarm hates those mieces to 
pieces! I opened the side of the welder and 
there was a huge mouse nest in the wire 
roll compartment. I didn’t know I was sup-

posed to check the welder for mice before 
I used it. With winter coming on, the barn 
where I do my welding is full of mice.

I cleaned the nest out and checked the 
welder’s operation. The wire feed worked 
but there was no electrical charge at the tip 
of the welding gun. Uh, oh.

I called my welding supply buddy and 
told him what happened. His first words 
were, “You’re darn lucky you didn’t burn 
down the barn, Curt!” He’s right. If that fire 
hadn’t put itself out, I doubt that little fire 

extinguisher I keep close by would have 
handled it. Gee willikers.

He told me where to take the welder to 
get it fixed. In the meantime, I was out of 
a welder. I had to rent one so I could do 
any welding repairs that came up as I was 
loading my sculptures for the trip to Ft. 
Madison. Welds sometimes break—at least 
mine do.

That’s the barn. In the garage, mice love 

I ventured up to the Canine Corral dog 
park just south of the Rodeo arena Satur-
day for a tree planting and ended up in a 
brief discussion with Larry Smith about 
exercise.

I don’t feel the need to do a first-person 
attribution on who Larry Smith is. If you 
don’t know Larry, that’s on you, and you’d 
do better to know him.

Anyway, I was shooting pictures at the 
ground level with a backdrop of about 25 
people planting saplings along the outer 
fencing of the park.

Larry asked, tongue-in-cheek with a 
chuckle (which is totally unlike Larry), if I 
needed any help getting up.

Flag on the play. I could’ve done one of 
those kip-up things where you sling your 
body up and land on your feet, then stand 
up straight, but I had a camera bag around 
me… and it was a day for the dogs not for 
reporters.

“I still got a couple years in these knees,” 
I said.

We had a very brief conversation about 
exercise after I said I saw him riding his 
bike down Avenue E by the Pen City Cur-
rent fun house. I see him drive by there a 
lot looking admiringly up at the second 
floor…maybe retirement has him longing 
to take a shot at writing.

I’m in. When Larry puts his mind to 
something, it’s my experience it usually 
turns out pretty darned good.

I know he rides a lot, but he said he 
usually averages about 25 miles per trip. 
I lowered my chin to my chest and said, 
“well I can walk a couple miles a day.”

It got me thinking the rest of the day 
about exercise in this COVID-slathered 
2020.

Exercise really has become one of those 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

Canine Corral chairman Donna Amandus helps put in a small tree 
in a predrilled hole Friday morning at the dog park. About 30 peo-
ple wound up volunteering to help put in close to 90 trees in and 
around the dog park south of Rodeo Arena.See AMBULANCE, page 8

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
MON 16 Nov .......................................................... Clear Skies, 60º F/ 35º F
TUE 17 Nov .......................................................Clear and Cool, 46º F/ 35º F
WED 18 Nov ........................................................... Clear Skies, 56º F/ 34º F

IOWA LOTTERY
LOTTO AMERICA 11/14 .......................6 8 14 17 27, Star Ball: 2, All Star Bonus: 2
LUCKY FOR LIFE 11/12 ..............................................14 17 24 33 46, Lucky Ball: 2
MEGA MILLIONS 11/13 ............................6 7 14 28 59, Mega Ball: 7 Megaplier: 2
PICK 3 11/12, 11/13, 11/14 MIDDAY .............................................1 4 0, 4 1 3, 9 8 0
PICK 3 11/12, 11/13, 11/14 EVENING ........................................... 1 6 4, 3 9 7, 8 2 7
PICK 4 11/12, 11/13, 11/14 MIDDAY ................................. 9 8 8 0, 9 9 4 3, 4 7 8 2
PICK 4 11/12, 11/13, 11/14 EVENING .................................8 1 5 7, 9 3 9 5, 4 6 9 4
POWERBALL 11/14 ............................ 7 15 18 32 45, Powerball: 20, Power Play: 2

In the dirt

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY – A push from 
city officials in Keokuk and Fort 
Madison to create an oversight 
board for the future Lee Coun-
ty-owned EMS services met with 
resistance from the committee over-
seeing the transition Friday.

The committee comprised of local 
first responders and county officials 
has been meeting regularly since 
Lee County Supervisors voted to 
move ahead with transitioning into 
a county-owned ambulance service 
after failing to approve a third-party 
vendor.

At Friday’s meeting, the commit-
tee took up a discussion on whether 
or not to create a control board sim-
ilar to the county’s Public Service 
Answering Point board.

However, Lee County Budget 
Director Cindy Renstrom pointed 
out that the service will be owned 
by the county and not be an 28E 
agreement with the service. The 

EMS group 
shies away 

from cities’ 
request

See MICE, page 4 See PIE, page 4
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Pothitakis Dentistry

www.DrMarkDDS.com

Now Accepting New Patients.

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753-2515

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry
319-372-3614

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry West

319-372-4882

6 Convenient Locations to Serve You

307 5th Street West Point
19-837-6178 or 800-292-2208 | www.fullenkampins.com

Open M-F 7:30 - 5:00 & Saturday 8:30 - 11

Serving Southeast Iowa, Northeast Missouri,
& West-Central Illinois

Protect What’s Important.
When you need peace of mind, look to

one of the area’s leading insurance agencies.

Auto • Home • Health
Business • Life

Farm • Crop

WILLIAM E. SCHULZE
William Eugene Schulze, 85, of West Chester, Ohio, passed away at 8:30 a.m. 

Thursday, November 12, 2020 at the Cedar View Nursing & Rehabilitation, Lebanon, 
Ohio.

William was born on November 27, 1934 in Kiowa, Kansas, the son 
of Newell F. and Emma (Day) Schulze.

William was raised in the Durham, Illinois community and gradu-
ated from the Dallas City, Illinois High School. He earned his un-
dergraduate degree from Knox College, Galesburg, Illinois and his 
Masters Degree at Kansas State University, Manhattan, Kansas.

William worked as a chemist for 29 years for Emery Chemicals in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, retiring in 1993. He served in the U.S. Army from 

1957 – 1959 where he attained the rank of 1st Lieutenant.
Survivors include one nephew, James Ragona.
William was preceded in death by his parents; two sisters, Mary Weigert and Alice 

Ragona and his uncle and aunt, Collin and Irene Wilcox.
Services will be held at 10:30am Friday, November 20, 2020 at Banks & Beals Fu-

neral Home in LaHarpe, Illinois with Rev. Lee Unger officiating. Burial with military 
rites will be in the LaHarpe Cemetery. There will be no formal visitation but friends 
may call at the funeral home on Thursday between 1:00 and 7:00pm. Memorials may 
be made to a charity of the donor’s choice. To sign the guestbook and leave a condo-
lence, please visit his obituary at banksandbeals.com.

SCHULZE

Anna Mae “Mick” Bentler, 90 years, of West Point, Iowa and formerly of St. 
Paul, Iowa died Friday November 13, 2020 at her home.  She was born October 
17, 1930 at Nauvoo, Illinois, a daughter of Robert and Adelia (Pollmiller) Brown.  

On October 27, 1951, she married Henry Alfred “Hank” Bentler at 
St. Paul.  He preceded her in death on July 13, 2012.

Mick was a farmer’s wife, homemaker and also worked at the Post 
Office in later years. She was a lifelong member of St. James the Less 
parish in St. Paul.  Mick loved her family more than anything and 
all the time spent together.  The many loud holiday gatherings over 
the years leave our hearts full of wonderful memories.   Mick always 
enjoyed a hot summer day outside in the sun.  Whether riding the 

mower on the farm or tending one of her gardens, she loved the feeling of the sun 
on her face.  The Lake of the Ozarks was a special place for her where she got the 
two best things – family and sun!  Mick was an avid Iowa Hawkeye fan, especially 
enjoying basketball games on TV and occasionally at the arena. As the matriarch 
of her large family, she taught us all how to live with dignity, strength, and grace.

She is survived by two sons, Marty ( Marylou) Bentler of St. Paul and Brian 
(Lynda) Bentler of Overland Park, Kansas; one daughter, Lois (Tom) Lampe of 
Metamora, Illinois;  sons-in-law, Bob Winnike and Randy (Judy) Scharpman, all 
of West Point; 15 grandchildren, 23 great grandchildren, numerous nieces and 
nephews.  She was preceded in death by her parents, husband, two daughters 
Kathleen Scharpman and Sue Winnike, and three sisters: Darlene Menke, Marga-
ret Miller, and Rita Stuekerjuergen.  

Mick’s family will meet friends from 10:00 – 11:00 am Monday, November 16, 
2020 at St. James the Less Catholic Church, St. Paul.  Mass of Christian Burial will 
begin at 11:00 am Monday, November 16, 2020 at the church with Father Dan 
Dorau as Celebrant.  Burial will be at St. James Cemetery, St. Paul.  Mass will be 
live-streamed on the St. James the Less and St. John the Baptist Facebook  page.  
Masks and social distancing will be required.  Memorials for St. James the Less 
Catholic Church or Holy Trinity Catholic Schools  and cards may be left at the 
church during the service or mailed to the Barr-Holtkamp Funeral Home, 412 

Ave C, P.O. Box 247, West Point, Iowa 52656.  You may 
also sign an online guest book and send a message to 
her family at www.barrholtkampfuneralhome.com.  
Barr-Holtkamp Funeral Home is honored to serve the 
Bentler family.

ANNA M. BENTLER

BENTLER

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes 
and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are 
also run as submitted by the funeral homes.

#HyperLocalSuperFresh

http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
http://www.fullenkampins.com
http://banksandbeals.com
http://www.barrholtkampfuneralhome.com
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Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 or (800) 458-6672

Medicare Certified

Your Choice for Compassionate Hospice Care

Hospice Services include

in Lee, Des Moines, Henry, and Van Buren counties in Iowa
& Hancock and Henderson counties in Illinois

24/7 on-call nursing staff • Skilled nursing services
Social worker visits • Music & massage therapy
Homecare aide assistance • Volunteer services

Spiritual & grief support

www.LeeCountyHD.org

Lee County Health Department Hospice

Providing comforting end-of-life care since 1989

http://www.leecountyhd.org
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From the Front

Everyone

Recycling
Superhero

can be a

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Just follow these easy tips!
Recycyle only clean, dry, and loose    
materials such as:

• Cardboard (without inside packing      
materials)

• Paper Products (i.e. newspaper, junk 
mail, office and school paper)

• Paperboard such as cereal & cracker 
boxes

• Plastic bottles & jugs (Nos. 1-7)
• Tin & aluminum cans
• Glass bottles (please don’t place these in 

residential curbside bins or rural recy-
cling trailers – there are bins specifically 
for glass at both facilities)

Place all recyclables loosely in all bins,
residential pick up, rural trailers, and 
bins at either of our facilities

These materials should be thrown in 
the trash, as they aren’t recyclable:

• Plastic, latex, cloth disposable gloves, 
masks

• Household trash
• Food waste & liquids
• Disposable plates, cups, cutlery
• Styrofoam in any form
• Plastic bags and film wrap, bubble wrap
• Wrapping paper & gift bags
• Dishes, windows, ceramic, crystal, 

bakeware, car glass, etc.
If you’re uncertain as to whether 
something is recyclable, please call 
our office to inquire.

Do you have time -
to help stop crime?

Join us today to help
keep our communities safer!

Visit any of these Facebook pages to learn more
about what the Neighborhood Watch Program is

& how to start your own group or join an existing group!

things that moves up the list of priorities as we wait 
for a return to normalcy. Some health experts say mid 
2021. Dr. Anthony Fauci, who actually looks healthier, 
if that’s possible, with what appears to be a Joe Biden 
presidential win, said “the cavalry is on its way” in 
terms of vaccines and therapeutics.

We all just need to move carefully and wisely, but 
continue to move.

One of the things I’ve done is cook more because 
being confined to our Anglo-Italianate home in the 
historic district of Fort Madison, has my mind racing of 
how to… not sit down all the time.

So I’m walking more. Sometimes a five miler with my 
daughter while I allow her to vent her political frustra-
tions and challenge her to take politics with a sense of 
humor.

Sometimes is just three miles at the FMHS track.
One of my favorite routines is putting on Rob Lowe’s 

podcast “Literally” that he pronounces “Litrally” which 
is profound on many levels. If you haven’t listened to 
this, you can find it through Stitcher. It’s a laughable 
look back at the 80s and 90s with some really raw 
conversations about life back then and how he’s excelled 
with sobriety.

It’s calming and allows for a little deeper breathing 
and a distraction from the demons that are poking at 
my hips, ankles and knees… and my heart.

I try to run a little and take advantage of the exercise 
time, but when heavy breathing and a pounding heart 
present themselves, I think of a beautiful 20-year-old 
girl that we lost in February to a heart condition and 
panic sets in. Like clockwork. That’s more of a bully 
than I can stand up to right now.

So I get back to walking and get my breathing right 
and tell myself “it’s all good.” Dr. Huber at FMCH says 
my heart sounds great, but pizza and beer… not so 
much.

These crisp morning walks are good for me, I know 
that. It’s not Larry Smith’s 25 miles, but in all honestly, 
11 miles through Fort Madison on my 18-speed is real-
ly not out of the question.

The walks allow me to digest information, process a 
week’s worth of work, come up with a new pie, or think 
of what I’m not doing well, that I should be at 52.

One of those things is being more active, like that 
Greg LeMond of a Smith guy – clearing the mind, 
breathing deep and looking to a future without COVID.

By the way, Friday was one of the most organized 
tree plantings I’ve seen since my brother worked up 
an Eagle Scout project out at Geode. That dog park is 
coming along very nicely and if you haven’t seen it, you 
should stop by and bring your pooch – But that’s Beside 
the Point.

Chuck Vandenberg is editor/co-owner of Pen City 
Current and can be reached by email at editor@pencity-
current.com.

PIE - Continued from Page 1

COVID pushing me 
around the track

my car. I’m an insurance salesman and always have food 
in my car to tide me over when I’m out and about. Ginnie 
jokes that I could survive in my car for three days in a bliz-
zard. She also holds her nose when she gets in my car, saying 
it smells “mousy.” Over the years I’ve had mice problems in 
several of my cars. They gnaw holes in potato chip bags and 
build nests in various and sundry places. Ginnie installed an 
air freshener in an air duct.

Ginnie and I were exercising one morning at East Lake 
Park in Mt. Pleasant. Ginnie finished before I did so she was 
sitting in my car reading. She could hear a mouse rattling 
around in the back. That freaked her out. So, I set a trap on 
the floorboard. To date, I’ve caught somewhere around a 
dozen mice. I found out that if I use chewing gum for bait, 

and stick a walnut down in the gum, I don’t have to reload. I 
reset the trap after catching a mouse, and it’s good to go.

I bought poison for the barn. I’ll fix those mice, by golly! 
That was too close a call with the welder. I gave an old band 
saw to a friend and he said it had a mouse nest in it, too! 
They’re everywhere!

2020 has been a strange year, which is too bad. 2020 is 
such a friendly sounding round number. If it was 2019, I 
could understand. 2020 has seen the pandemic, derecho, 
riots, fires, hurricanes, what’s next? Earthquakes? “Pestilence 
follows plague,” Hab 3:5 NIV. Are the mice the pestilence 
the Bible is talking about? BTW: Tectonic techies say it’s not 
a matter of if but when a major earthquake hits the Midwest 
and the Mississippi River flows backwards. Yikes!

MICE - Continued from Page 1

Mice continue to plague Empty Nest

See SWARM, page 8

http://www.grrwa.com
mailto:editor@pencitycurrent.com
mailto:editor@pencitycurrent.com
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Classifieds/Public Notices

Mobile Nursing Services
Now Hiring 

Burlington & Ft. Madison Areas 

We are now hiring additional staff
to meet the needs of our increased client base. 

Apply at: 
705 Ave. G, Fort Madison 

Or email: 
mobnurse@mobilenursingservices.com

EOE

RN Case Manager
LPN

Private Duty

Home Health Aide

SHOPClassifieds
Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

PUBLIC NOTICES

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

We’re Not Southeast Iowa’s
Favorite Dental Office

Without Our Great Team

APPLY TODAY
TO JOIN US!

Pothitakis Dentistry current-
ly has a position available for 
a Front Office/Dental Assis-
tant.

E-mail your resume to
familydentistrywest@gmail.com

EOE

Dental Assistant needed 
for 6-8 weeks. Call Dr. Paul 
Kunch at 319-372-3390.

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

HELP
WANTED

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF HEARING

GAS FRANCHISE

Notice is hereby given 
that the City Council of 
Fort Madison, Iowa will 
conduct a public hear-
ing on the 17th day of 
November, 2020, at 5:30 
P.M. in the City Council 
Chambers, 811 Avenue 
E, Fort Madison, Iowa, to 
receive comments on the 
following item:

An Ordinance repealing 
Ordinance No. C-452 and 
granting to MidAmerican 
Energy Company, its 
successors and assigns, 
a non-exclusive fran-
chise to erect, construct, 
reconstruct, maintain, and 
operate in the City of Fort 
Madison, Iowa, a natural 
gas system and to furnish 
and sell natural gas to the 
City and its inhabitants 
and authorizing the City 
to collect franchise fees 
for a period of 20 years.

Pursuant to Iowa Code 
section 364.2(4)(f), the 
proposed ordinance 
imposes a franchise fee.  
The franchise fee pro-
vision of the ordinance 
provides, “there is here-
by imposed a franchise 
fee of one and one half 
percent (1.5%) upon the 
gross revenue generated 
from sales of natural gas 
by the Company to cus-
tomers receiving service, 
including transportation 
and distribution, and 
located within the corpo-
rate limits of the City.  The 
percentage of franchise 
fee will not be increased 
during the first ten (10) 
years, starting from the 
effective date of the fran-
chise Ordinance.”

 The City shall be solely 
responsible for the proper 
use of any amounts 
collected as a franchise 
fee, and shall only use 
such fees as collected for 
purposes as allowed by 
applicable law.  

This is a summary of 
the proposed ordinance.  
The proposed ordinance 
is on file and available 
for public inspection 

in the office of the City 
Clerk.  You may contact 
the City Clerk by calling 
(319) 372-7700 ext. 206 
to request a copy of the 
proposed ordinance.  

As a result of concerns 
for the health and safety 
of the Council members, 
staff and public presented 
by COVID-19, pursuant to 
Iowa Code Section 21.8, 
persons may participate 
in the meeting on Novem-
ber 17 either in person 
or electronically. You can 
participate in the meeting 
and can comment on an 
agenda item by joining 
the Zoom meeting by 
calling in by phone by 
dialing (312) 626 6799 
and entering the meeting 
ID 820 4216 6270 when 
prompted.

Any and all residents 
and interested property 
owners are invited and 
encouraged to attend this 
hearing at the time and 
place mentioned above 
and to submit comments 
either orally, in writing, or 
both.  For further informa-
tion, please contact City 
Hall.

This Notice is given 
by order of the Council 
of Fort Madison, Iowa, 
as provided by Sections 
380.7(3) and 362.3 of the 
Code of Iowa, as amend-
ed.

Dated this (blank) day 
of (blank), 2020.

(blank signature)
City Clerk, City of Fort 

Madison, State of Iowa

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF MEETING 

OF THE City Council OF 
THE City of FORT

MADISON, STATE OF 
IOWA, ON THE

MATTER OF THE
PROPOSED

RESOLUTION
ADOPTING REVENUE 

PURPOSE STATEMENT 
REGARDING USE OF 

REVENUES FROM
PROPOSED GAS

FRANCHISE FEES
PURSUANT TO IOWA 

CODE SECTION

364.2(4)(f)

PUBLIC NOTICE is 
hereby given that the City 
Council of the City of Fort 
Madison, State of Iowa, 
will meet on the 17th 
day of November, 2020, 
at 5:30 P.M. in the City 
Council Chambers, 811 
Avenue E, Fort Madison, 
Iowa, at which meeting 
the City Council proposes 
to consider the adoption 
of the attached Resolu-
tion Adopting Revenue 
Purpose Statement Re-
garding Revenues from 
Proposed Gas Franchise 
Fees Pursuant to Iowa 
Code § 364.2(4)(f).

As a result of concerns 
for the health and safety 
of the Council members, 
staff and public presented 
by COVID-19, pursuant to 
Iowa Code Section 21.8, 
persons may participate 
in the meeting on Novem-
ber 17 either in person 
or electronically. You can 
participate in the meeting 
and can comment on an 
agenda item by joining 
the Zoom meeting by 
calling in by phone by 
dialing (312) 626 6799 
and entering the meeting 
ID 820 4216 6270 when 
prompted.

This Notice is given 
by order of the Council 
of Fort Madison, Iowa, 
as provided by Sections 
364.2(4)(f) and 362.3 
of the Code of Iowa, as 
amended.

Dated this 10th day of 
November, 2020.

/s/ Melinda L. Blind, 
City Clerk

City of Fort Madison, 
State of Iowa

RESOLUTION NO. 
(blank)

RESOLUTION
ADOPTING REVENUE 

PURPOSE STATEMENT 
REGARDING USE OF 

REVENUES FROM
PROPOSED GAS
FRANCHISE FEE

PURSUANT TO IOWA 
CODE § 364.2(4)(f)

WHEREAS, the City 

of Fort Madison, Iowa is 
considering amending 
its gas franchise with 
MidAmerican Energy 
Company (under which 
a franchise fee will be 
increased); and

WHEREAS, the City 
Council of the City of Fort 
Madison will hold a public 
hearing regarding the 
amendment of the fran-
chise with MidAmerican 
Energy Company prior to 
adoption of any amended 
franchise; and

WHEREAS, Iowa Code 
§ 364.2(4)(f) requires 
adoption of a “Revenue 
Purpose Statement” by 
a city council prior to the 
amendment of any fran-
chise which will increase 
the percentage rate at 
which franchise fees are 
assessed; and 

WHEREAS, the “Reve-
nue Purpose Statement” 
must specify the purpose 
or purposes for which any 
revenue generated by a 
franchise fee will be used; 

and
WHEREAS, as required 

by Iowa Code § 364.2(4)
(f) a copy of the proposed 
“Revenue Purpose State-
ment” has been published 
in the manner provided by 
Iowa Code § 362.3.

NOW THEREFORE BE 
IT RESOLVED by the City 
Council of the City of Fort 
Madison:

Section 1: The following 
“Revenue Purpose State-
ment” is hereby adopted 
by the City Council of the 
City of Fort Madison, to 
wit:

REVENUE PURPOSE 
STATEMENT

REGARDING USE OF 
REVENUE FROM
MIDAMERICAN

ENERGY COMPANY 
FRANCHISE FEES

Pursuant to Iowa Code 
§ 364.2(4)(f) the City 
of Fort Madison states 
that all revenue gener-
ated from franchise fees 

assessed on the sales of 
natural gas within the city 
shall be deposited in the 
franchise fee account in 
the general fund and shall 
be used to reimburse the 
City for all costs asso-
ciated with inspecting, 
supervising or otherwise 
regulating its franchises.  
Moneys in the franchise 
fee account in the gen-
eral fund in excess of 
the amounts necessary 
for costs associated with 
inspecting, supervising 
or otherwise regulating 
its franchises shall be 
expended for any of the 
following: 

 a) The repair, remedi-
ation, restoration, clean-
up, replacement, and 
improvement of existing 

http://www.MobileNursingServices.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:familydentistrywest@gmail.com
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public improvements 
and other publicly owned 
property, buildings, and 
facilities.

 b) Projects designed to 
prevent or mitigate future 
disasters as defined in 
Iowa Code Section 29C.2.

 c) Public safety, 
including the equipping 
of fire, police, emergen-
cy services, sanitation, 
street, and civil defense 
departments.

 d) The establishment, 
construction, reconstruc-
tion, repair, equipping, 
remodeling, and exten-
sion of public works, 
public utilities, and public 
transportation systems.

 e) The construction, re-
construction, or repair of 
streets, highways, bridg-
es, sidewalks, pedestrian 
underpasses and over-
passes, street lighting fix-
tures, and public grounds, 
and the acquisition of real 
estate needed for such 
purposes.

 f) Economic devel-
opment activities and 
projects.

Section 2: The City 
Clerk shall cause this 
“Revenue Purpose 
Statement Regarding Use 
of Revenue from Mid-
American Energy Com-
pany Franchise Fees” as 
adopted to be published 
in the manner required by 
Iowa Code § 362.3.

Adopted the (blank) day 

of (blank), 2020.
(blank signature)
Mayor

ATTEST:
(blank signature)
City Clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE
PROCEEDINGS OF THE
REGULAR MEETING OF 

THE WEST POINT
CITY COUNCIL

WEST POINT, IOWA 
52656

NOVEMBER 9, 2020

Mayor Paul Walk-
er called the properly 
noticed regular meeting 
of the City Council of 
the City of West Point 
to order in the Confer-
ence Room of the Public 
Library, 317 Fifth Street, 
West Point, Iowa 52656 
on November 9, 2020 at 
6:30 p.m.  In addition to 
Mayor Walker, the fol-
lowing indicated Council 
Members were present: 
Joe Loving; Brian Mei-
erotto; Will Stuekerjuer-
gen; and, Dan Waters. 
Absent: Bruce Wellman. 
Tentative agenda was 
approved by consensus. 
Mayor Walker presented 
certificates of recognition 
to Sonny’s Supermarket 
and Deina Merschbrock. 
Upon invitation Dara 
Sanders presented the 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Lee County Board of 
Supervisors Meeting 

Tue, Nov 17, 2020
9:00 AM – 11:00 AM 

(CDT) 
AGENDA

Please join my meeting 
from your computer, tablet 
or smartphone. 

https://global.gotomeet-
ing.com/join/939283341 

You can also dial in 
using your phone. 

United States: +1 (312) 
757-3121 

Access Code: 939-283-
341 

New to GoToMeeting? 
Get the app now and 
be ready when your first 
meeting starts: 

https://global.gotomeet-
ing.com/install/939283341 

If you would like to pose 
a question to the Board, 
please use the Chat 
feature and wait for the 
Chairman to address you. 
If you are participating by 
phone, please wait until 
everyone is done speak-
ing before addressing the 
Board. Please keep your 
microphone muted to 

Reach thousands of potential customers each day
& grow your business. Call today!

Advertise
in a brand new way.

Lee (319)371.4125 • Chuck (319)371.1670

how
well 
do
you
know these girls?

Learn more about your 

breast health at

KnowYourGirls.org

annual library report. 
Police Chief Roberts 
presented the Police 
Department report. Mayor 
reported the following: 
Winter Wonderland Wine 
and Beer Walk will be 
held December 4, 2020; 
and, the Iowa Municipal 
Professionals Academy 
acknowledged Diane 
Smith for participating in 
Clerk’s Academy. Mayor 
reported meeting date 
and time for meetings of 
the upcoming Municipal 
Utility Board; and, next 
regular Council Meeting 
of December 14, 2020. 
Upon invitation Dennis 
McGregor presented 
the City Administrator’s 
report. Councilor Stueker-
juergen thanked the 
community for attending 
Trivia Night fundraiser for 
Fireworks Committee. On 
motion approved Annu-
al Financial Report for 
FYE20. On motion P&Z 
Annual Report FYE20 
was approved as present-
ed. On motion Municipal 
Utility Board Annual Re-
port CY19 was approved 
as presented. On motion 
approved right-of-way 
application from Wind-
stream to install fiber optic 
lines. On motion adopted 
Resolution No. 800-20 
amending COVID-19 re-
imbursement request. On 
motion minutes of prior 
regular Council Meeting 
of October 12, 2020 were 
approved as presented.  
On motion Treasurer’s 
Report for October 2020 
was approved as present-
ed.  On motion warrants 
payable for November 
2020 were approved as 
presented.  On motion 
meeting adjourned at 7:00 
p.m., November 9, 2020.

EXPENDITURES FOR 
OCTOBER, 2020

Baker & Taylor, books
..............................578.02
Bituminous Materials, 
road oil ..............15320.29
Cessford Construction, 
rock .....................1546.82
City Clerk – FM, fees
..............................320.00

City of Donnellson, reim-
bursement...............75.00
Daily Democrat, legal 
publication ..............73.72
Delta Dental, premiums
..............................101.02
Donnellson Tire, anti-
freeze......................18.95
Drake Hardware, consult-
ing .......................1668.75
Ebert Supply, supplies
................................11.95
Floyd’s E-Z-Way, trash 
hauling ....................47.00
GRRWA, fees .......432.00
Holtkamp Automotive, 
repairs...................173.75
Hope Haven Area Dev, 
services ..................30.00
IA Dept of Revenue, taxes
..............................238.00
J&M Korner, fuel .....31.23
Kempker’s True Value, 
supplies ..................46.26
LJ Neuweg Rental, fee
................................65.00
Madison Turf & Timber, 
repair ......................15.94
Mary Jane Pranger, 
cleaning ................165.00
Mastercard, lab fees
..............................183.75
Mediacom, telephone
..............................109.98
Micromarketing LLC, 
books ....................170.44
Midwest Radar & Tech, 
testing .....................40.00
Panther Uniforms, uni-
forms .....................766.84
Petty Cash, supplies
................................37.11
RICOH USA, copier
..............................115.09
Staples Credit, chairs
..............................269.98
Sun Life Financial, premi-
ums .......................248.13
SYNCB/Amazon, supplies
................................50.00
US Cellular, data plan
................................70.77
Verizon Wireless, data 
plan .........................40.01
Wellmark BC/BS, premi-
ums .....................2726.89
West Point & St Paul Fire, 
allotment .............1140.10
West Point Lumber, sup-
plies ........................58.53
West Point Professional 
Group, lease .........685.00
West Point Utilities, utili-
ties ......................2003.81
Wex Bank, fuel .....376.52
Windstream, telephone
..............................185.34

RECAPITULATION

FUND: PREV BAL, 
RCPTS, DSBSD, 
CUR BAL: Gen. Govt.: 
326313.03, 122242.38, 
24541.15, 424014.26; 
Grants: 1045.26, ---, ---, 
1045.26; Cap Equip: 
4127.06, ---, ---,  4127.06; 
Lib County: 9142.96, 
20.00, 2251.33, 6911.63; 
Lib Mem: 18999.94, 
333.75, 8.65, 19325.04; 
Road Use: 12245.33, 
8354.13, 20967.24, 
(367.78); LOS: ---, 
8933.25, 8933.25 ---; La-
goon: (5000.00), 5000.00, 
---, ---; Sewer: 19566.32, 
20399.37, 16605.73, 
23359.96; Sewer Sink-
ing: 38433.04, 9608.26, 
---, 48041.30, Landfill: 
259.53, ---, ---, 259.53 

   
/s/ Paul Walker, Mayor 
Attest: Diane E. Smith, 

City Clerk

cut down on background 
noise. If you are partic-
ipating by phone, press 
#6, this will mute your 
phone.

Pledge of Allegiance 
Approve Agenda 
Public Input 
Consider Approval 

of November 10, 2020 
Board Minutes 

Consider Approval of 
Claims 

Consider Approval of 
Resolution Setting Public 
Hearing to Issue Not to 
Exceed $6,200,000  Gen-
eral Obligation Emergen-
cy Services Communica-
tion Equipment Bonds 

Consider Approval of 
Temporary Construction 
Easement Agreement 
with City of Fort Madison 
For Reconstruction of 
Hwy 61 6th Through 10th 
Street Project

Consider Approval of 
Application for Meth-
amphetamine Drug Hot 
Spots Grant Program

Consider Approval of 
Tax Abatement Resolu-
tions (3) 

Consider Approval to 
Call for Recount of Con-
gressional District 2 Race 

Consider Approval of 
Resolution Removing 
Mobile Homes from Tax 
System

Personnel Actions;
A. Step Increase-Health 

Department
Reports:
A. Auditor’s Report of 

Pees Collected
B. Sheriff’s Monthly 

Report
Commission or Com-

mittee Reports
Adjourn

Workshop to Follow 

PUBLIC MEETING
CITIZENS WELCOME 

Vision and hearing
assistance available

upon request

Contact Title VI
Administrator

319-372-3705 County 
Website:

www.leecounty.org

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/939283341
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/939283341
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/939283341
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/939283341
http://KnowYourGirls.org
http://www.leecounty.org
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SHOPClassifieds
Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Advertise your 
service business

Monthly

Only $5000
2x2 Business Card Size Ad 

with Social Media

OR
150 classified line ad with your logo only $2499

Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad to classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call Lee today
319.371.4125

Complete Comfort. Affordable Price.

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service • Never An Overtime Charge
FREE Estimates • Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Full Service 
HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison,

Burlington, and
surrounding areas
with over 30 Years 

Experience!

This little piggy 
went to market

and never lost money.1

Banking on the market to fund your retirement can be 
risky. I can help you lock in solid gains and protect 

yourself from downside risk. Call me today.

Disclosure

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

1Surrender of the contract may be subject to surrender charges. Withdrawals before age 59 1/2 may result in a
10% IRS penalty tax. Additionally, there is a charge for the Simple7 Income Rider once it is activated.
Qualifications and restrictions apply for activation. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A141 (9-17)
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Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

Vinyl Banners

Art
Supplies

Flyers

Posters

Office 
Furniture

B
usiness 

Form
s

Trifold Brochures

P
hoto

C
orrection

Coffee 
Mugs

Office 
Supplies

Printing

T-Shirt Printing

B
usiness C

ards

ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://www.grrwa.com
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
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From the Front

5636 Avenue O, Fort Madison, IA
(319) 372-8105

Located right across the road from Jim Baier Ford in Fort Madison

Complete Rental
PRICE BEAT GUARANTEE

Show us
an advertised price or quote

*Not valid with any other discounts

WE’LL BEAT IT BY 15%

At this time we are also offering curbside pick-up for orders 
over $20. Orders can be placed via phone (319-837-6126), 
email (sonnysmarket@hotmail.com) or Facebook messanger 
(@sonnyssupermarket). Immediate reaction to Social Media 
is not guaranteed.

Call for curbside pickup
319.837.6126 

327 5th Street, West Point, IA

PSAB board and the E911 board both operate as 
part of a combined 28E with the county.

Fort Madison Mayor Matt Mohrfeld and Keokuk 
Mayor Tom Richardson sent very similar letters 
to the transition committee asking for a board to 
be set up to ensure quality of care after the county 
assumes ownership on July 1, 2021.

Both offered to put their respective fire chiefs, 
Joey Herren of Fort Madison, and Gabe Rose of 
Keokuk, to serve on the board.

Committee chairman Jim Steffen, a veteran first 
responder and instructor at Southeastern Com-
munity College, asked whether the city was look-
ing for an advisory board or a control board.

Lee County Auditor Denise Fraise, who sits on 
the committee, said she thought the cities were 
looking for more of a control board.

“Board control means (EMS Director) Dennis 
(Cosby) reports to that board, they have approv-
al of the budget, approval of major purchases,” 
Steffen said. “Advisory board is more of what we’re 
doing… and the bylaws we approved when we 
formed this committee call us an advisory board.”

Steffen said he envisions the committee tran-
sitioning into the full advisory board that would 
measure quality and service metrics.

“I don’t see the difference between what we have 
and what Fort Madison and Keokuk have asked 
for,” Steffen said.

Herren and Rose both are on the transition 
committee.

Herren said the committee has always been 
looking to the future, but has not addressed how 
complaints will be handled from the field.

“Where do the complaints go to? Do we go to 

this board with complaints or would we go direct-
ly to the supervisors with it. That’s what we want 
to know,” Herren said.

Lee County Emergency Management Agency 
Director Jason Dinwiddie said if there are com-
plaints with the fire departments, they go to the 
chief and then to the City Council’s if they didn’t 
get satisfaction. That should be the same with the 
county-owned ambulance.

Herren said that hasn’t always worked with the 
current service.

“Going on past history we’ve complained to the 
ambulance itself and then to the supervisors, and 
then it went nowhere. So how do we get some 
meat behind it. How do we do that?,” Herren 
asked.

“The PSAP board seems to work that way, but 
now we’re saying we can’t do that because we 
aren’t a 28E.”

Cosby said he’s been in a lot of those issues in 
the past working for Lee County Ambulance and 
would want to handle those issues internally as 
much as possible.

“This ambulance service is going to have a new 
director that’s not afraid of that confrontation or 
disciplining employees when it has to happen. 
Being it’s not a private service, when you come to 
the Board of Supervisors they are the operator of 
the service,” Cosby said.

“I’d like to start this new ambulance service on 
the right foot. I would welcome everyone’s input 
and I absolutely think we should continue to have 
the advisory board.

“As issues come up I would like to discuss those 
with people and bounce ideas around. I think 

that’s how we get to where we want to be.”
In an unrelated issue, the committee recom-

mended going to back to companies that build the 
ambulances and asking for firmed up costs on new 
ambulances.

The committee was originally looking at buying 
remounted ambulance boxes, but Cosby said the 
estimates of that work is very close to buying new. 
Steffen said with those close estimates it may be 
better to just buy or lease a new fleet of six.

Steffen said he would recommend Cosby put 
out a new request for proposal that includes three 
of the ambulances must be in possession of the 
county by mid-June to allow for service to start on 
July 1.

Fraise said that discussion needs to go back in 
front of supervisors as they were looking at re-
mounts.

The committee also discussed who would as-
sume the roles of Medical Examiner/Investigator 
for the service. Steffen asked if Lee County Sher-
iff ’s deputies would be able to step into those roles 
even on a fill-in basis.

Sheriff Stacy Weber said their are different war-
rant procedures for deputies than medical exam-
iners and he’d rather not have the deputies, who 
are part of the investigation, also assume medical 
investigation roles.

Cosby said he had some discussions with Bill 
Young, a current medical examiner with the 
private Lee County EMS Ambulance, and said he 
thinks Young may be willing to stay on and work 
for the county.

“My suggestion would be maybe he’s still in-
terested in staying involved in doing this, and I 
would welcome him. It only makes sense to me 
that we continue to use those folks,” Cosby said.

AMBULANCE - Continued from Page 1

Cities looking for accountability in county EMS service

Did I mention hearing aids? Huh? I was picking apples from our McIntosh tree. Ginnie 
and the Snavely’s were making apple sauce. I was using one of those apple pickers with a 
long wooden handle. It works pretty good and saves me from having to climb a ladder and 
possibly fall. Anywho, I was under the low hanging branches using the apple picker, and 
one of the tree branches must have plucked a hearing aid right out of my left ear. I didn’t 
notice it for a couple of hours—apples don’t make much noise, you know. But by then it was 
adios. I searched and searched on my knees in the tall grass under the tree, and in the low 
hanging branches. Nary a hearing aid.

I called the hearing aid company and the first thing they asked was did I lose it by taking 
off a mask? They’ve had a lot of calls because of the pandemic. I did notice that happening 
with me—the hearing aid gets tangled up with the mask strings. Now I have the kind of 
masks that tie behind my head instead of looping over my ears and making me look like 
Dumbo.

Fortunately, my health insurance covered the replacement of the hearing aid. Here’s hop-
ing 2021 (a lucky number) is a better year.

Have a good story? Call or text Curt Swarm in Mt. Pleasant at 319-217-0526, email him at 
curtswarm@yahoo.com or visit his website at www.empty-nest-words-photos-and-frames.com.

SWARM - Continued from Page 4

Hoping 2021 is luckier year for all

https://completerentalfm.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
http://www.empty-nest-words-photos-and-frames.com
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