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Fight turns into shooting

AVENUE I:  One hospitalized after front yard fist-fight turns into shooting

Economics 
and string 
theory

CL unveils upgrade 
to elementary

EDUCATION

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Fort Madison Police are investigating 
a shooting that took place Saturday right at noon, that sent 
one Fort Madison man to the hospital.

Fort Madison Police Chief Mark Rohloff said police were 
called to the 2600 block of Avenue I at 12:01 p.m. after a man 
was shot as a result of an escalating fist fight.

Rohloff said the victim, Zachariah J. Raines, 19, was shot in 
the shoulder with a hand gun and was taken to Iowa City via 
helicopter. He was reported to be in good condition. Raines 

was located after the shooting a short ways from the incident 
in the same block.

A 19-year-old Fort Madison man, Wade Lee Shaffer was 
arrested and is currently being held at the Lee County Jail as 
a result of the shooting. He has been charged with disorderly 
conduct and reckless use of a firearm causing injury.

“You can assume the charges will be elevated with the cir-
cumstances we have,” he said.

“We are currently working with the Lee County Attorney’s 
office and obtaining search warrants for two residences and 

THE MADISON
Assisted living center to double square footage

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A $5.5 mil-
lion expansion at The Madison is 
the latest in encouraging economic 
news in Fort Madison.

Former Fort Madison resident 
Mark Holtkamp, a 1994 graduate of 
Fort Madison Aquinas, purchased 

The Madison about a year ago, and 
is now planning to almost double 
the size of the facility.

“We’re just kinda getting started 
when you look at where we’re at and 
where we can from,” Holtkamp said. 
“I don’t even know if it’s a one- or 
two-story addition yet.”

But Holtkamp said there will 
be about 12 full time equivalent 

jobs in the new 34,000 square foot 
addition. The project will provide 
24 new assisted living units and 12 
Memory Care living units.

Holtkamp said city officials have 
made the decision to expand and 
easy one.

“The city has been really good as 

Sitting in the Fort Madison City 
Council meeting Tuesday night I heard 
something that made me laugh.

Fort Madison City Manager David Var-
ley has a dry sense of humor. That’s like a 
good wine to me. It always takes a second 
to realize that maybe it’s a good wine. I’m 
a beer guy, so there aren’t very many.

Sometimes it takes me a second to ab-
sorb Varley’s humor, but I always appre-
ciate it.

Varley was updating the council on 
money the city is likely to get in the next 
75 days from the American Recovery Plan 
that was signed on March 11, by President 
Joe Biden.

Varley said there was some good news 

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

DONNELLSON – The economic 
regression that’s followed the pandemic 
did not hinder progress of the $13 million 
Central Lee school district’s facilities 
renovation.

School officials held a limited grand 
opening of the new Pre-K-8 grade build-
ing in front of stakeholders, community 
members and media Friday morning.

Superintendent Dr. Andy Crozier said 
the new building symbolized the district’s 
determination to continue serving the 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

Lee County Sheriff’s deputies and Fort Madison Police cordoned off the 2600 block of Avenue I after a 
shooting at noon on Saturday in Fort Madison.

See POLICE, page 8

See ECONOMICS, page 8

See SCHOOL, page 7See HOLTKAMP, page 8
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DO 
YOUR 
PART

Great River Regional Waste Authority urges you to wear gloves
when moving bins for residential trash pick-up.

Workers can touch over 2000 bins a day before even touching yours.
Don’t forget to wash your hands after bringing in your bin!

WWW.GRRWA.COM

for your
community

CHANCE W. WILLDRICK
Chance W. Willdrick, 55, of Ft. Madison passed away at 10:53 AM on Friday, March 

19, 2021 at the Fort Madison Community Hospital ER.
He was born on August 31, 1965 in LaHarpe, IL to LeRoy and Marilyn Guy Will-

drick.  On October 23, 1992 he married Jenifer Hayes in Ft. Madison.  
Chance and Jenifer attended Living Hope of the Nazarene Church.  He 
served on the senior board of the Salvation Army.  Chance enjoyed 
motorcycles, cars and loved John Wayne.

Survivors include his wife, Jenifer Willdrick of Ft. Madison; his 
mother, Marilyn Willdrick of Lomax, IL; one sister, Cheray (Dave 
Gasparich) LaRoue of Fremont, MI; mother-in-law, Dixie Hayes of Ft. 
Madison; sister-in-law, Dawn Hayes of Ft. Madison; nieces and neph-

ews.  He was preceded in death by his Father, LeRoy and his grandparents.  
The funeral service will be held on Tuesday, March 23, 2021 at 11 AM at King-Lynk 

Funeral Home & Crematory with Pastor Donna Palmeter officiating.  The family will 
meet with friends from 10 AM until the time of the service at 11 AM.  The family en-
courages those attending to wear a mask.  Burial will follow in Oakland Cemetery.

A memorial has been established for the Nazarene Church or the Salvation Army 
and online condolences may be left at www.kinglynk.com.

PATSY A. MCMANIS
Patsy A. McManis, 90, of Louisville, Nebraska, passed away on March 5, 2021, 

while living at Hillcrest Health and Rehab in Bellevue, Nebraska. 
She was born on April 30, 1930 in Farmington, Iowa, the daughter of Russell N. 

and LaVanchie M. (Bartholomew) Benedict. On December 1, 1951, 
she married Paul McManis in Fort Madison, Iowa. Together, they had 
two sons: Joseph and Michael.

Patsy became a nurse and moved to Nebraska where she worked 
until her retirement.

Patsy is survived by one brother: Jimmy Benedict of Farmington, 
Iowa; two grandsons; two nieces; one nephew; several great and 
great-great nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents: Russell and LaVanchie; two sons: Joseph 
and Michael; one brother and two nieces.

A memorial service for Patsy was held at 11:00 a.m. Tuesday, March 16, 2021, at 
Fusselman-Alllen-Harvey Funeral Home in Louisville, Nebraska.

A private family graveside service will be held at a later date at Greenglade Ceme-
tery in Farmington, Iowa.

A memorial has been established in her memory for Homeschool Teen Serve. The 
mailing address is: P.O. Box 302, Springfield, Nebraska. 

Pat looked forward each month to the young men and women from Homes-
chool Teen Serve to come help and visit her while she lived at her home in Louis-
ville.

Schmitz Funeral Home of Farmington is assisting the family with local arrange-
ments. Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.
com.

MCMANISWILLDRICK

OBITUARIESOBITUARIES

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funer-
al homes and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. 
They are also run as submitted by the funeral homes. Reposting of 
obituaries due to changes can only be requested by the submitting 
funeral home and will be assessed a $15 reposting fee.

http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
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The Tooth Is. . .The Tooth Is. . .
. . .We     Our Patients!. . .We     Our Patients!

www.DrMarkDDS.com
Pothitakis DentistryPothitakis Dentistry

6 Convenient Locations to Serve You

Now Accepting New PatientsNow Accepting New Patients
Fort Madison

Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614
Dr. Jonathan Dingeldein

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry West

319-372-4882
Dr. David Courtney

Dr. Stephanie Heyland
Dr. Mark Pothitakis

Do you have time -
to help stop crime?

Join us today to help
keep our communities safer!

Visit any of these Facebook pages to learn more
about what the Neighborhood Watch Program is

& how to start your own group or join an existing group!

Curt’s binge movie sessions turn to 4-star shows
Ginnie and I have seen some 

great movies lately right in the 
comfort of our own home.  Why risk 
catching or spreading something?  I 
may never leave home again.

“News of the World” with Tom 
Hanks.  I don’t think I’ve ever seen 
a bad Hanks’ movie.  We watched 
“News of the World” On Demand 
twice and it was just as entertaining 
the second time.  Neither Ginnie nor 
I realized that, following the Civil 
War, there were actually people who 
traveled from town-to-town, like 
minstrels, reading newspapers to the 
news-starved public, either because 
the general public was illiterate or 
didn’t have access to newspapers.  I 
give “News of the World” four stars. 

“Nomadland” is Frances McDor-
mand in, if not her finest role, at 
least as good as the role she played 
in “Fargo” for which she received 
an Academy Award as Best Actress.  
We watched “Nomadland” on hulu.  
Watching it a second time, I must 
admit, in my opinion, it didn’t hold 
up as well.  Ginnie was still hooked.  
A friend of mine watched it six times 
in two days (COVID isolation) and 
still couldn’t get enough.  “Nomad-
land” received Golden Globe Awards 

for Best Picture and Best Director.  
Its appeal, I think, comes from our 
own trapped feelings of isolation, 
independence, wanderlust, regret 
and loss.  Packaged in superb acting, 
a great story line and mood-setting 
cinematography, “Nomadland” gets 
four stars.      

“Queens Gambit” is a marvelous-
ly performed miniseries on Netflix 
that’s quite entertaining, even if you 
don’t know a thing about the game 
of chess, like Ginnie and me.  Star-
ring AnaTaylor-Joy (some critics 
say she’s too pretty for the role of a 
chess nerd), the movie is about more 
than chess.  It’s about addiction, 
overcoming obstacles, finding true 
worth, and looking life in the eye.  I 
haven’t watched it a second time (but 
I want to), so I don’t know how well 
it holds up on a second viewing.  It’s 
all subjective anyway.  I understand 
“Queens Gambit” is a great book—I 
might read it.  The miniseries is only 

seven episodes long, so it’s good for 
a straight day of binge watching if 
you have the time, or spread over a 
couple of evenings if you have a busy 
schedule.  I give “Queens Gambit” 
four stars.    

“Unorthodox” on Netflix is my 
favorite miniseries.  I’m watching it 
a second time right now as I write 
this, and it’s even better the second 
time through, because I’m under-
standing the Hasidic Jewish Yiddish 
a little better.  I have my hearing aids 
turned up and the closed captioning 
helps.  I’m absolutely captivated by 
starring actress, Shira Haas, who 
looks more like an undernourished, 
small boy.  (Movie stars can look like 
normal people, you know, although 
it’s an unusual Hollywood portrayal.  
McDormand in “Nomadland” does a 
good job of the normal-person look, 
too.)  Four-stars-plus for “Unortho-
dox.”

The best “sleeper” might be “Our 
Friend” with Casey Affleck (Ben Af-
fleck’s brother, and better actor).  I’ve 
been hooked on Casey Affleck ever 
since “Manchester by the Sea,” main-
ly because I identify with the under-
dog roles Casey Affleck plays.  On 
Demand carries “Our Friend” and 

I’d watch it a second time if Ginnie 
would let me.  She likes more of the 
action roles, like brother Ben Affleck 
plays.  Four Stars for “Our Friend.”

Honorable Mentions (two stars) go 
to “The United States vs Billie Hol-
iday” and “Ma Rainey’s Black Bot-
tom.”  As far as Billie Holiday movies 
go, in my opinion, Diana Ross did a 
better job of portraying Billie Hol-
iday in “Lady Sings the Blues” back 
in 1972.  But that dates me.  I didn’t 
much care for Viola Davis in “Ma 
Rainey’s Black Bottom.”  I thought 
Davis did a better job in movies 
like “The Help” and “Fences.”  Gin-
nie disagrees with me here on both 
movies, empathizing strongly with 
minority female singers.  So be it.  As 
long as Ginnie keeps cook’n, I’ll keep 
look’n.

Movie theaters can shut down.  
With big screens, add-on speak-
ers, and remotes with “pause” and 
“rewind,” why roam when you can 
stream at home?

Have a good story?  Call or text 
Curt Swarm in Mt. Pleasant at 319-
217-0526, email him at curtswarm@
yahoo.com or visit his website at 
www.empty-nest-words-photos-and-
frames.com.

EMPTY 
NEST
By Curt Swarm

http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
https://www.myconnectionbank.com/kasasa-cash-back
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
http://www.empty-nest-words-photos-and-frames.com
http://www.empty-nest-words-photos-and-frames.com
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Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

NOW HIRING seasonal em-
ployees for the greenhouse 
and delivery route drivers 
(CDL & non-CDL positions 
available).  Looking for moti-
vated, happy people that en-
joy working with plants and 
don’t mind a little dirt.  Are 
you ready to work and be a 
part of our team? 

For application stop by 
2094 303rd Avenue

Fort Madison, IA 52627

SHOPClassifieds
Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

HELP
WANTED

PUBLIC NOTICE
Lee County Board of 
Supervisors Meeting 
Mon, March 22, 2021
9:00 AM – 11:00 AM 

(CST) 
AGENDA

Please join my meeting 
from your computer, tablet 
or smartphone. 

https://global.gotomeet-
ing.com/join/190085789 

You can also dial in 
using your phone. 

United States: +1 (224) 
501-3412 

Access Code: 190-085-
789  

If you would like to pose 
a question to the Board, 
please use the Chat 
feature and wait for the 
Chairman to address you. 
:f you are participating by 
phone, please wait until 
everyone is done speak-
ing before addressing the 
Board. Please keep your 
microphone muted to 
cut down on background 
noise. If you are partic-

ipating by phone, press 
#6, this will mute your 
phone.

Pledge of Allegiance 
Approve Agenda 
Public Input 
Consider Approval to 

Authorize Loan Agree-
ment and Provide for 
Issuance of General Obli-
gation Corporate Purpose 
and Refunding Bonds, 
Series 2021 and Provide 
for Levy of Taxes To Pay 
Same

Discuss and Consider 
Approval of Statement of 
Understanding for Region 
Designated Work of Lee 
County Employees 

Consider and Approve 
FY2021 Lee County Bud-
get Amendment and Set 
Public Hearing

Open Bids and Consid-
er Awarding Contract for 
Electrical Work in Estes 
Park 

Consider Approval 
of Resolution Making 
Changes to Personnel 
Policy 

PUBLIC NOTICES
Consider Approval of 

Agricultural Lease with 
John DiSanto for Land 
Located Next to Jail 

Consider Approval to 
Appoint Committee to 
Oversee American Res-
cue Plan Funds

Consider Approval of 
Resolution Amending Pio-
neer Cemetery Members 

Consider Approval of 
Monday, March 15 and 
Thursday, March 18, 2021 
Board Minutes Consider 
Approval of Claims 

Personnel Actions:
A. New Hire- EMS
B. Part-time to Full-

time- EMS
Reports:
A. Manure Management 

Annual Update for C & M 
Hogs LLC in Charleston 
Township

Commission or Com-
mittee Reports

Adjourn

Workshop to Follow 

PUBLIC MEETING
CITIZENS WELCOME 

Vision and hearing
assistance available

upon request

Contact Title VI
Administrator
319-372-3705

County Website:
www.leecounty.org

#ShopLocal
Support your local

business community!

http://www.KeywayManagement.com
http://www.KeywayManagement.com
http://www.KeywayManagement.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/190085789
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/190085789
http://BeRecycled.org
http://www.leecounty.org
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NOW HIRING
LEE COUNTY CERTIFIED EMS PROVIDERS

Lee County is now accepting applications for full and part-time Iowa certified EMS providers. We 
are a county owned and operated ambulance service providing emergency services to Lee County, 
Iowa as well as critical care transport services.  Our primary full-time schedule is based on a 24-
48 rotation with a  Kelly Day, flexible scheduling for part-time employment.  Strong progressive 
protocols, new fleet power load equipped.  Starting wage EMT $15.82 per hour, $42,777.28 per 
year.  Starting wage paramedic $20.16 per hour, $54,512.64 per year, based on a 48-hour full-time 
work week.  2% wage increases annually for three years.  10 cents per hour increase for every year 
of EMS experience after your first year.  Benefit package includes health insurance through Blue 
Cross Blue Shield (80/20 plan), chiropractic, prescription plan, annual wellness, vision, dental, life, 
protection class IPERS, optional 401K, Aflac, Lee County Credit Union.  Annual uniform allow-
ance provided.  In house continuing education provided. Positions will start July 1, 2021.

Paramedic Qualifications:
• High School Diploma (GED or High School Equivalence Certificate)
• Current IDPH-BETS EMS Certification at the Paramedic level
• Valid Driver’s License/insurable
• Current BLS
• Current ACLS
• Current PALS   

EMT Qualifications:
• High School Diploma (GED or High School Equivalence Certificate)
• Current IDPH-BETS EMS Certification at the EMT level
• Valid Driver’s License/insurable
• Current BLS

Applicants must be eligible to work in the U.S. Veterans will be given preference but all candidates 
will be considered.  Applications and job descriptions may be found online at www.leecounty.
org and may be also obtained at the Lee County Auditor’s Office, 933 Avenue H, Fort Madison 
Iowa.  Applications accepted through April 5, 2021 at 4:00 p.m. Complete background check, drug 
screening and post-offer physical required. Lee County is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Please mail or email applications to or for more information:

Lee County EMS 
Attn: Dennis Cosby, EMS Director

933 Avenue H, PO Box 190
Fort Madison, Iowa 52627

dcosby@leecounty.org

NOW HIRING
Lee County Commission on Veteran Affairs

Director/Administrator

The Lee County Commission on Veteran Affairs is looking to 
hire a replacement for our current Director/Administrator. 
Position includes providing assistance on obtaining benefits and 
services available to local veterans and their families.

High school diploma or equivalent required. Must be certified 
or able to obtain certification from Federal and State of Iowa 
Veteran Affairs. Must have excellent computer skills, valid 
driver’s license, be eligible to work in the United States, reside in 
or be willing to relocate to Lee County. Must be willing to work 
flexible hours. Government budget experience is a plus. 

Position will start July 6, 2021. Position will be part-time (20 
hours per week) until January 1, 2022 then will be a full time 
position (30 hours per week, per Iowa Code). Certification must 
be reached by January 1, 2022. Starting wage will be $14.00/hour 
and will increase to $18.00/hour at full time status. Lee County 
benefits will be available. Veterans will be given preference but 
all candidates will be considered.

Application and job description may be found online at www.
leecounty.org  and may also be obtained at the Lee County Au-
ditor’s Office, 933 Avenue H Fort Madison Iowa or by calling the 
Auditor’s Office at 319-372-3705 or the Lee County Commission 
on Veteran Affairs Chairperson at 319-470-9434. Please submit 
cover letter, resume, and completed County application to:

Lee County Auditor
933 Avenue H, PO Box 190

Fort Madison IA 52627
Or email to dfraise@leecounty.org

Applications accepted through May 1, 2021 at 4:30 p.m. 
Complete background check and post-offer physical required.

Lee County is an Equal Opportunity Employer
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ASSISTANT 
COUNTY

ATTORNEY

JOB DESCRIPTION:
The Lee County Attorney is 
accepting applications for 
a full-time Assistant County 
Attorney. Primary duties in-
volve all aspects of trial work 
including daily court appear-
ances, assistance with inves-
tigations; charging of criminal 
cases; interaction and train-
ing with law enforcement, 
victim and witness contact, 
representing the State at 
hearings, trials, and in other 
legal proceedings; and oth-
er duties as assigned. The 
duties of this position may 
change as determined by the 
County Attorney.

REQUIREMENTS:
Graduation from an accredit-
ed law school and admission 
to practice law in the State 
of Iowa with a law license in 
good standing and no history 
of discipline.

Must be able to simultane-
ously handle multiple areas 
of responsibility with minimal 
supervision, properly priori-
tizing tasks and duties as dic-
tated by changing demands. 
Must be able to simultane-
ously advance all assigned 
cases in a large trial case-
load.

Prior trial experience and 
prosecution experience is 
preferred but not required.

SALARY:
Salary range to start at 
$71,300.00 per year com-
mensurate with experience, 
as well as a competitive ben-
efits package. 

Applicants should submit, by 
email or mail, a cover letter, 
resume, writing sample, and 
three references to:

Ross J. Braden
Lee County Attorney

710 Avenue F
Fort Madison, Iowa 52627

rbraden@leecounty.org

Applications must be re-
ceived by March 19, 2021 at 
4:30 PM.

Lee County is an
equal opportunity employer

Human Service 
Position

Opportunities Available

Optimae LifeServices, a 
progressive mental health 
provider in Iowa, is seeking 
qualified individuals to fill a 
variety of roles working with 
individuals to achieve life 
goals in their daily living.

Opportunities include Ser-
vice Coordinator out of our 
Burlington office, Site Team 
Leader out of our Keokuk of-
fice, and Direct Support Pro-
fessionals out of our Keokuk, 
Fort Madison, and Burlington 
office.  

Applicants can apply
in office or online at

www.optimaelifeservices.com

For questions,
please reach out to HR at 
319-237-1730 (Burlington)
or 319-372-3566 (Lee Co.)

 
509 Ave. F, Fort Madison

208 Bank St., Keokuk
825 Nth 6th St., Burlington

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

YOUR AD 
HERE
Call Lee

(319) 371.4125

HELP WANTED
LEE COUNTY 
SECONDARY 

ROADS

ASSISTANT TO 
ENGINEER

Lee County is taking appli-
cations for an Assistant to 
Engineer to work out of our 
Fort Madison, Iowa office. 
Duties will include conduct-
ing National Bridge Inspec-
tion Standards inspections 
of in-service bridges, prepar-
ing engineering plans and 
specifications for road-relat-
ed construction or mainte-
nance projects and serving 
as project lead inspector on 
construction projects, includ-
ing directing and supervising 
contractors and County em-
ployees.  Wage based on ex-
perience and qualifications.

Lee County provides equal 
opportunity in employment 
to all persons regardless of 
age, race, creed, color, sex, 
national origin, religion or dis-
ability.

To apply, download an ap-
plication from our county 
website, www.leecounty.
org or request one from the 
Engineer office, and return 
your completed application, 
along with a resume to:   Lee 
County Engineer, P.O. Box 
158, Fort Madison, IA 52627, 
or email it to engineer@lee-
county.org  Applications will 
be accepted until  4:30 p.m., 
Monday, March 22, 2021.                                                                                              

If you have any questions 
please contact Lee County 
Engineer, Ben Hull, at (319) 
372-2541 or email him at en-
gineer@leecounty.org .

LEE COUNTY
SECONDARY ROADS

ENGINEERING 
TECHNICIAN 
SUPERVISOR

Lee County is taking appli-
cations for an Engineering 
Technician Supervisor to 
work out of our Fort Madi-
son, Iowa office.  Duties will 
include: to direct and oversee 
the work of a small crew of 
engineering technicians, per-
form research and fieldwork 
for land surveys, engineer-
ing surveys, and construc-
tion surveys; drawing plans 
and preparing specifications, 
conduct inspections of work 
performed by contractors, 
and preparing right-of-way 
descriptions and drawings 
for the purchase of land to 
improve and construct road-
ways and operate survey 
equipment. 

Lee County provides equal 
opportunity in employment 
to all persons regardless of 
age, race, creed, color, sex, 
national origin, religion or dis-
ability.

To apply, download an ap-
plication from our county 
website, www.leecounty.
org or request one from the 
Engineer office, and return 
your completed application, 
along with a resume to:   Lee 
County Engineer, P.O. Box 
158, Fort Madison, IA 52627, 
or email it to engineer@lee-
county.org  Applications will 
be accepted until  4:30 p.m., 
Monday, March 22, 2021.                                                                                              

If you have any questions 
please contact Lee County 
Engineer, Ben Hull, at (319) 
372-2541 or email him at en-
gineer@leecounty.org .

mailto:dcosby%40leecounty.org?subject=EMS%20Providers%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
mailto:dfraise%40leecounty.org?subject=Veteran%20Affairs%20Director%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
mailto:jessica%40holtkamps.com?subject=Sales%20Help%20Wanted%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
mailto:rbraden@leecounty.org
http://www.optimaelifeservices.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.leecounty.org
http://www.leecounty.org
mailto:engineer@leecounty.org
mailto:engineer@leecounty.org
mailto:engineer@leecounty.org
mailto:engineer@leecounty.org
http://www.leecounty.org
http://www.leecounty.org
mailto:engineer@leecounty.org
mailto:engineer@leecounty.org
mailto:engineer@leecounty.org
mailto:engineer@leecounty.org
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Classifieds

SHOPClassifieds
Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!
Generations of Great Service

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328

All Areas: 877-380-4328
www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Full Service HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison, Burlington, and surrounding 

areas with over 30 Years Experience!

• 24 Hour Service
• Never An Overtime Charge

• FREE Estimates
• Servicing All Makes

Agent Photo Agent Info

Disclosure

Coverage that works
when they can’t

Let’s face it — accidents can happen in any workplace.  
Farm Bureau Workers’ Compensation insurance can 
protect you, as the owner, from the high cost of 
unexpected injuries to your employees. Call me to 
schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable 
resource — your employees — are protected.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company* & Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services WC010 (7-16)

Agent Photo Agent Info

Disclosure

Coverage that works
when they can’t

Let’s face it — accidents can happen in any workplace.  
Farm Bureau Workers’ Compensation insurance can 
protect you, as the owner, from the high cost of 
unexpected injuries to your employees. Call me to 
schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable 
resource — your employees — are protected.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company* & Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services WC010 (7-16)

Agent Photo Agent Info

Disclosure

Coverage that works
when they can’t

Let’s face it — accidents can happen in any workplace.  
Farm Bureau Workers’ Compensation insurance can 
protect you, as the owner, from the high cost of 
unexpected injuries to your employees. Call me to 
schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable 
resource — your employees — are protected.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company* & Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services WC010 (7-16)

Agent Photo Agent Info

Disclosure

Coverage that works
when they can’t

Let’s face it — accidents can happen in any workplace.  
Farm Bureau Workers’ Compensation insurance can 
protect you, as the owner, from the high cost of 
unexpected injuries to your employees. Call me to 
schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable 
resource — your employees — are protected.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company* & Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services WC010 (7-16)

Agent Photo Agent Info

Disclosure

Coverage that works
when they can’t

Let’s face it — accidents can happen in any workplace.  
Farm Bureau Workers’ Compensation insurance can 
protect you, as the owner, from the high cost of 
unexpected injuries to your employees. Call me to 
schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable 
resource — your employees — are protected.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company* & Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services WC010 (7-16)

YOUR AD HERE
for as little as $50 per month

Call Lee at 319.371.4125
or email classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
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ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/EternelleBeauteFullServiceSalon/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
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From the Front

TENTS & ACCESSORIES

Save 20%

on your tent rental
when paid in full during the month of March

Complete Rental
(319) 372-8105

www.CompleteRentalFM.com

onePAC
your medication

made easy

rashiddrug.com

Resolve to make
healthcare easier in the 

new year!

free delivery or mailing

students of the district despite the hurdles of the COVID-19 pandemic.
“COVID-19 has brought all kinds of challenges for everyone. While a bit behind 

on our target date on this project, COVID was not able to derail the project, Crozier 
said.

“When we speak about symbolism for this project, this symbolizes how we were 
able to keep moving forward on all tasks even in the middle of the pandemic.”

Many of the Central Lee elementary students, in lieu of the district going to online 
learning, went to POD learning throughout the Montrose and Donnellson area to 
keep classroom work in effect.

Elementary Principal Heather Fuget said with the completion of the majority 
of construction including new secure entrances, office spaces, and common space 
learning area, students are also returning from the PODs

“It’s been exciting in general, but were bringing all our PODs back to the building 
and the students haven’t been seen here for a while because of all the things happen-
ing and the construction. So they’re coming back to a WOW,” Fuget said.

“Having these extra spaces for small groups to get out of the classrooms to have 
conversations and learn in a new and exciting environment is a great addition.”

The project began with the formation of a facility planning committee in 2017 to 
take a look at the 34-year-old campus. A VOTE YES committee was created to move 
forward with bond work, once the plans were formed.

The 2018 bond effort failed, but voters approved a second facilities upgrade refer-
endum in 2019.

Bidding went out in March for the work which included rehabbing the elementary 
school and high school. The high school work is scheduled to be complete by the fall 
and will provide a new gymnasium, locker rooms, coaches offices, fine arts auditori-
um, and upgrades to the office areas, cafeteria, and common areas.

The projects broke ground in May.
Sara Newton, who spearheaded the VOTE YES committee said she’s happy the 

district put a priority on security.
“It’s so exiting. It’s a bigger space than I imagined and it looks so comfortable for 

the kids,” Newton said.
“When we were working on VOTE YES, this was the main selling point of the 

bond. People really wanted it to be a secure location. That was the first step the 
school prioritized and it’s just exciting to see this become a reality.”

Newton said her heart was broken with the first bond failure, but said the district 
did a good job putting together the second plan and being able to promote it without 
raising the tax rate of district voters.

District residents will still pay for the $13 million renovation, but overall tax rates 
didn’t increase because of increased district valuations, which helped push the dis-
trict’s property tax rate down.

Brock Westfall, a member of the district’s school board, said the financial outlook 
enabled the district to borrow the money and not see an increase in what district 
residents paid last year.

“An important thing is we are able to give back to the community and the kids 
without raising the tax rate,” Westfall said. “These new security measures we’re the 

real priority, though.”
Crozier thanked the committees, the community, Pilot Grove Savings Bank and 

Connection Bank for financing, and the construction crews for their support in 
making the renovations a reality.

“I want to say Thank You not only as the superintendent of Central Lee, but as 
a parent of Central Lee students, and an alumni. I could not be more proud of the 
work we’ve accomplished in the last four years.”

Central Lee schools Superintendent Dr. Andy Crozier welcomes guests 
to the ribbon cutting of the school’s renovated PreK-8th grade elemen-
tary Friday morning.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

SCHOOL - Continued from Page 1

Project symbolizes progress in the 
face of COVID-19 pandemic

https://www.facebook.com/CompleteRentalFM/
http://www.fullenkampins.com
https://www.rashiddrug.com


8 - Pen City Current - Monday, March 22, 2021

– that the “Saddle America’s Kids with Insurmountable Debt…, I mean the last 
stimulus bill, sorry.”

I belly laughed behind my double mask.
I let the comment steep a little as Varley went on to say that thanks to the U.S. 

Senate, Fort Madison would be getting about $1.43 million, $200,000 more than 
Keokuk and about $1.3 million more than West Point.

The $1.9 trillion in stimulus money approved in March is a tremendous amount 
of money and it will saddle Americans with debt for decades – if not generations.

I’m not convinced that we need to spend that much money. But it’s law. So now, 
what’s the best way to move forward?

Let’s just say here loud and clear, the money being given to local governments, 
(Lee County got $6.5 million) cannot be spent on any tax relief, including debt re-
lief. Initial interpretations say the money can be used for water, sewer, and broad-
band, but also for revenues lost due to the pandemic.

Well, that’s a little obtuse in my mind. Creative governments will find a way to 
show a loss of revenue attributable to COVID.

Supervisor Garry Seyb, Jr, asked the county to form a committee to digest all 
the incoming proposals for using the money, and then suggested possibly hiring 
a grant writer. Grant writers wouldn’t technically be a viable use of funds, but the 
county could spend the money regardless in hopes the position pays for itself.

I spoke with a banker over the weekend who told me the $1.9 trillion spend is 
law. The taxpayers are going to have pay for it now. So the second round of Pay-
check Protection Program loans, extended unemployment, school funding, etc are 
in play and people should use them as intended.

But is it too much? Yeah.
And I’m not conservative, although I see the points of conservative people more 

and more as I get older. My liberal wife and daughter keep me rooted a little.
But this is too much. I remember hearing economics teachers talk about the 

dangers of devaluing the dollar. It just means you need more to buy less. I liken 
this to the same thing.

I saw a cartoon the other day where the Unemployment window had a line 
backed up, but the window next to it said Now Hiring and no one was in line. 
That’s real. People are making more staying at home and many choose not to go 
back to work. That will last right until the benefits run out. We have jobs. We have 
people. We have unemployment?

But I also get the value of using the stimulus money to purchase things you 
need – maybe things you want. That’s what’s happening with local governments. 
You have to spend it in the economy. I would assume, and I know as much about 
economics as I do about string theory, that those spends will act like solid rocket 
fuel for America’s economy. But we also know the dangers of solid rocket fuel.

I don’t know – but I agree with the banker. It’s a law now, so let’s use it the best 
we can for our families, schools, customers, and constituents.

The best formula is for all the unemployed to realize this is a chance to REALLY 
get back on their feet. Get out there and get back to work. There are companies 
in this county that need your help. They are good jobs with good benefits. You 
just have to get past sitting at home and seeing money drop into your account. It 
won’t be there forever, but here’s a chance to use it as a spring board to even better 
things.

Speaking of spring boards, what a start to the year economically for the city. I 
think I have taken pictures at about six ribbon cuttings this year already. Mark 
Holtkamp is going to double the size of The Madison and Glen Meller is cleaning 
up some property on the west end. Throw in activity at Farm & Home, there’s 
some rumor that Matt Mohrfeld might have an idea about a marina…or some-
thing, and you got some real good energy happening.

If we can get this coronavirus off our backs, it could be a very interesting couple 
of years in Fort Madison. But that’s Beside the Point.

Chuck Vandenberg is editor and co-owner of Pen City Current and can be reached 
at editor@pencitycurrent.com.

ECONOMICS - Continued from Page 1

From the Front
Stimulus money giving local 

governments options

two vehicles in the area,” Rohloff said.
The city street was barricaded for 

more than five hours as the search war-
rants were executed.

Rohloff said police don’t feel there is 
any danger to the public as the incident 
was isolated between the two men. Lee 
County Sheriff ’s deputies and Lee Coun-
ty EMS assisted at the scene.

Police were also looking for another 

subject in the area who was reported 
to have brandished a weapon to five 
juveniles in the area, but Rohloff said 
he couldn’t connect that incident to the 
shooting.

Rohloff said the investigation is on-
going and additional witnesses are still 
being sought. Shaffer is presumed inno-
cent of the charges until proven guilty in 
a court of law.

Investigation still underway in 
Saturday shooting

POLICE - Continued from Page 1

far as coming up with different ways to incentivize the project,” Holtkamp 
said.

Fort Madison Mayor dangled a 10-year tax abatement in front of the Fort 
Madison City Council informally at Tuesday night’s meeting. Mohrfeld said 
the typical 20-year TIF structure is too long.

“If you’re gonna invest $6 million and throw jobs at the town, that’s worth a 
little abatement. Twenty’s too much. Somebody’s gotta pay for police and fire, 
but this would allow them to get into profit mode and do some payback and 
then get on the tax roles.” Mohrfeld said.

“It’s good thing.”
But it’s just part of what Mohrfeld describes as book-end economics – the 

presence of small and large expansion simultaneously.
“When you see the quaint stores downtown, and I can point to six of them 

right now, and then you look at Mark, and ConAgra, you tend to get the 
middle. But I think if you don’t have both of those ends, I’m not sure you 
have the healthy growth you want.”

Holtkamp said he had a vision for the expansion when he purchased the 
facility in 2020. However he said he didn’t have a market study in hand to 
gauge the demand for more assisted living beds in the area.

“I kinda thought about it, but didn’t have that market study. But in my 
mind I thought it would be there,” he said.

Holtkamp said he’s happy to be part of the growth spurt taking place in the 
city.

“Every time I come home for anything, it’s so good to see all the new busi-
nesses popping up everywhere. And I’m really excited to be a part of that.”

Mohrfeld also pointed to the ease of the discussions with Holtkamp as a 
blueprint for future developments.

“The first thing I’ll say is Mark was a delight for myself and (City Finance 
Director Peggy Steffensmeier) and the city to work with. He’s a smart, good 
businessman who’s family is from here. We met early on in the project and he 
laid it out on the table.”

Mohrfeld said he’s not a big fan of the “forever abatement”, but said 10 years 
seemed reasonable. He said Fort Madison is starting to find formulas like 
that that work.

“It’s interesting when we talk economic development. If there was a formu-
la for it, everyone would do it right. But when you see development of little 
things and big things – the book ends – everything in the middle seems to 
take care of itself,” Mohrfeld said.

The city has seen a recent uptick in store front occupancy downtown with 
Swed & Co. Coffee, Treasure Troves, Brickhouse Salon, Jus’ Try It and today 
Odd Marvels. The city has also seen openings of Scooters Coffee, and the 
progression of Farm & Home in the former Shopko building. Several other 
small businesses are planned for downtown this year.

Mohrfeld also expanded the footprint of his commercial greenhouse busi-
ness Matt’s Greenhouse across from Rodeo Park in Fort Madison

The mayor said more brings more, and Fort Madison is just starting to get 
a renewed sense of a lifestyle that people want. He also got in a plug for the 
marina project he’s been championing for more than a year.

“And this can’t go without saying – ya know we need a really good place on 
the river,” he chuckled.

That project carries an initial estimated cost of about $6 million, with pos-
sible as much as $1.5 million coming from city funds to trigger the remain-
ing investment. Mohrfeld said to get everything done to make the marina a 
50-year sustainable 5-star marina, will eventually carry a $10 million price 
tag.

HOLTKAMP - Continued from Page 1

City seeing jump in economic 
activity to start 2021

mailto:editor@pencitycurrent.com
https://airchoiceone.com/


Be Prepared
To Get Vaccinated

When you are given the opportunity to get the COVID vaccine, 
know if this is what you want to do or not – do your research. The 
opportunity will quickly pass as agencies move onto the next
levels.

If you sign up to get vaccinated, be sure to show up during your 
scheduled time.  Once a vial is open, 10 doses must be used within 
6 hours – the goal is not to waste any vaccine.

Continue to follow all recommended public health guidelines. . .for all of us.

This public service announcement brought to you by

PR
OOF
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