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Councilmen 
upset with 

depot bump
ENGINEER:  Weather and other 
“unforeseen” issues push 
Klingner’s bill $60,000

Whatchamacallits 
turn into artwork 
at Empty Nest

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – An amendment for 
$60,000 to cover costs of additional construc-
tion inspection expenses drew fire from a Fort 
Madison councilman Tuesday night.

The amendment to the agreement between 
the city and Klingner & Associates P.C. of 
Quincy, Illinois for services related to the 
relocation of the Amtrak passenger depot to 
Riverview Park is for expenses required by 
the Iowa Department of Transportation for 
monitoring and testing frequencies that were 
extended due to delays caused by “weather 
and unforeseen existing conditions”, according 
to a report from city Public Works Director 

Opinion
Stadium spruce up  should be worth a couple bucks
The community got some good news 

last week.
Tara Johnson texted me and asked me 

to give her call about something. Some-
times journalists hope that people call 
with some inside scoop or tip.

But Tara was looking for some publici-
ty for a project she was working on.

I spend quite a bit of time at the Fort 
Madison High School track getting in 
road work. It’s not the real road work, 
but I do get in the 5K run/walk and one 
of the things I’ve always noticed is the 
grimy grandstands on the home stands 
at Richmond Stadium.

The chipping paint and crumbling 
fencing aren’t so obvious, but they are in 
need.

Johnson and the Fort Madison 
Football, Inc. have started a grassroots 

fundraiser to make improvements to the 
stadium. The trades programs, in con-
junction with some heavy partnerships 
with local manufacturers, built a new 
press box/concession stand.

There’s a Go Fund Me page set up at 
Fort Madison Football, Inc. to donate to 
the project. FM Football Inc., helps fund 
equipment and programming for Fort 
Madison’s football program.

Starting with the youth football pro-
gram and up to the varsity program, Fort 
Madison Football, Inc. functions as the 

charitable arm of a football program, and 
really an athletic enhancement program, 
in a resurgence.

I spent some time conversing with out-
going Athleic Director Jeremy Swink a 
few months back and we talked casually 
about the level of the athletic programs 
in Fort Madison, among other things.

As part of our discussion, and discus-
sions I’ve had with a few other people 
in the past month, I mentioned that not 
only are the athletes getting better, but 
they quality of kids is getting better as 
well as a whole.

I went to Pella for the Class 2A sub-
state soccer final and witnessed not only 
what I think will amount to the state title 
match in Class 2A, but also some sports-
manship that surprised even the parents.

I have a number of these whatchama-
callits.  I make sculptures out of them.  I 
weld the “jaws” open, attach the what-
chamacallits to some other metal objects, 
and they look like angry-dog heads or 
some type of prehistoric monster.  I find 
these whatchamacallits at flea markets 
and swap meets.  Nobody ever knows 
what they are for sure, although they act 
like they do.  I’ve asked many times.  The 
answers I get fall into three categories: 
(A.) Log Carrier (B.) Rail Carrier or (C.) 
Fence Stretcher.  Since I first ran across 
the whatchamacallits at a yard sale for a 
former sawmill operator, I assumed they 
were log carriers.  I could visualize lum-
ber jacks using them to roll or carry logs, 
since there is a cone or holder for an oak 
or hickory handle.  (I never have found 
one with the wooden handle still in it.)

What I did not believe was “fence 
stretcher.”  I built enough farm fence as a 
kid working for farmers, and never, ever 
used or saw one of these.  We stretched 
fence using a little Ford Tractor, the same 
tractor we drilled the post holes with.  I 
even worked for a construction com-
pany for a short time after graduating 
from high school, building fence on what 
would be the Red Rock Dam.  I never saw 
one of these gadgets. 

So what are they?  I put the question out 
on social media, specifically Facebook–”I 
Grew Up In Iowa”—along with a picture.  
The answers I got were surprising and of 
course, humorous, as well as sarcastic. 

I bet it’s that fence stretcher doodad, 
however I’m going to opt for thingama-
jig, because that’s my go to when I can’t 
remember or don’t know….You use it to 
pull 5-gallon buckets apart….Ebay is full 
of pictures of this and call it a railroad-tie 
puller….We called it a “come along” on 
the farm.  Used it for many things that 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

Dr. Eugene Watkins, left, directs the firing of the cannon at the 
1812 Battlefield site Monday morning at the annual Memorial 
Day service attended by about 75 people.See DEPOT, page 8

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
THU 03 Jun ...............................................................Light Rain, 78º F/ 56º F
FRI 04 Jun ..................................................... Sunny and Warm, 79º F/ 58º F
SAT 05 Jun .....................................................Sunny and Warm, 83º F/ 62º F

IOWA LOTTERY
MEGA MILLIONS 06/01 ..................... 7 11 33 58 63, Mega Ball: 23 Megaplier: 2
PICK 3 06/01 MIDDAY .....................................................................................8 0 7
PICK 3 06/01 EVENING ...................................................................................9 9 3
PICK 4 06/01 MIDDAY .................................................................................. 8 1 9 8
PICK 4 06/01 EVENING .............................................................................. 2 9 0 5

Memorial Day Tribute at Battlefield park

See STADIUM, page 8

EMPTY 
NEST
By Curt Swarm

See SWARM, page 2
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onePAC
your medication

made easy

rashiddrug.com

Resolve to make
healthcare easier in the 

new year!

free delivery or mailing

www.DrMarkDDS.com

Now Accepting
New Patients.

Pothitakis Dentistry

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753-2515

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry
319-372-3614

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry West

319-372-4882

6 Convenient Locations to Serve You

SWARM - Continued from Page 1

had to be stretched tight 
but mostly for fencing….
Channel locks….Tooth 
extractor….In today’s 
lingo it’s called a “conver-
sation piece”….It’s called 
a chain-climbing fence 
stretcher.  I have one 
that belonged to my dad 
and used it many times 
building fence….It’s a 
fence stretcher.  It “Walks 
Along” a chain, link-by-
link.  The correct chain 
would make it operate 
uniformly.  It is not a 
spike puller, people!…
It’s a fence stretcher!  The 
claws fit over a heavy 

chain.  A long wooden bar 
was used in the cone to 
work it back and forth one 
link at a time….I  looked 
up the tool on a railroad 
site and it identified the 
tool as a rail lifter….It’s 
not a rail lifter.  It’s not 
big enough and doesn’t 
have two handles….I 
worked  on the railroad 
laying rail and never used 
anything like this….Vin-
tage antique railroad tie 
spike puller, mover, steam 
punk….Antique Railroad 
Track Spike Lifter Train 
Track Tool….Battery 
terminal puller….Ice 

carrier….
stump 
puller….
Chain 
binder….

used to pick up blocks of 
ice in a meat freezer.

There you have it.  No 
one seems to know for 
sure what these what-
chamacallits are.  How-
ever, I’m going to stand 
corrected.  More people 
seem to think it’s a fence 
stretcher.  Just because I 
never used one doesn’t 
mean it didn’t come 
before my time.  Since 
occasionally I find these 
whatchamacallits with 
the heavy log chain still 
through the loop on it’s 
“head”–the chain that the 
stretcher “walks” along, 
one link-at-time, I’m 
going to go with fence 
stretcher.

However, as with other 
tools that start out being 

designed for one job, 
because of their versatility, 
they get used for other 
things.  A simple example 
of this is the butter knife, 
that gets used as a screw-
driver, putty knife, paint 
scraper, gum remover, 
what-have-you. 

All I know is this “fence 
stretcher” is a pretty cool 
looking thingamajig, 
and I’m going to keep on 
welding it’s “jaws” open 
and making more and 
better looking “sculp-
tures.”  You never know, 
the thingamajig might 
wind up someday in an 
artifact museum. 

Have a good story?  Call 
or text Curt Swarm in Mt. 
Pleasant at 319-217-0526, 
email him at curtswarm@
yahoo.com or visit his web-
site at www.empty-nest-

Antiques become useful art tools
LEE COUNTY - Celebrate Free Fishing Weekend 

with a family fishing derby at Chatfield Park on June 5 
from 9-11am. There will be fun activities and prizes for 
the kids at this free event. Sponsored by Lee Coun-
ty Conservation and the Three Rivers Conservation 
Foundation. Meet at the Iowa Rd. picnic shelter. Con-
tact LCC with any questions at (319) 463-7673.

County Conservation 
to host fishing derby

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

https://www.rashiddrug.com
http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
http://www.empty-nest-words-photos-and-frames.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
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Obituaries

Check Out Our Check Out Our 
SWAP SHOPSWAP SHOP

In need of a few cleaning supplies,
spray paint, weed killer, etc?

Come check out what is available
at our Swap Shop in our 

Household Hazardous Waste facility. 
Our Swap Shop is open Monday-Friday

during regular business hours
at our main Facility in Fort Madison.

Stop in the Scale house to let them know
you want to look through the swap shop,
and they will get someone to help you!!

FREE
TO RESIDENTS

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

307 5th Street West Point | 319-837-6178 or 800-292-2208 | www.fullenkampins.com
Open Monday through Friday 7:30 - 5:00 & Saturday 8:30 - 11 or by appointment

Serving Southeast Iowa, Northeast Missouri, & West-Central Illinois for 58 years

Auto • Home • Health
Business • Life • Farm • Crop

Look
No

Further!

Looking for Stability?
We have a long track record with the companies

we represent, including:
• Nationwide –58 years

• IMT Insurance – 47 years
• Progressive – 37 years

• United Fire Group – 37 years
• Continental Western Group – 37 years

• Auto Owners Insurance – 16 years

OBITUARIES

RANDALL A. BROWN
Randall “Randy” Allen Brown, 69, of Nauvoo, Illinois, passed away Thursday, May 27, 

2021, at the Great River Hospice House in West Burlington, Iowa. 
Randy was born on March 30, 1952, in Keosauqua, Iowa, the son of Clarence and Vir-

ginia (Wixom) Brown. On August 28, 1972, he married Martha Lynn Allen 
in Carthage, Illinois. She preceded him in death on April 27, 1993. On June 
11, 1994, he married Barb Schuerkamp Jefferson in Nauvoo, Illinois.Survi-
vors include his wife: Barb; six children: Karla McPherson of Fort Madi-
son, Iowa, Victor Jefferson of Montrose, Iowa, Robin Fuller of Hamilton, 
Illinois, Melanie Wood of Grinnell, Iowa, Nathan Brown of Germany and 
Erin Dusenberry of Fort Madison, Iowa; one sister: Rebecca (Harry) Jarvis 
of Farmington, Iowa; sixteen grandchildren; eight great grandchildren; 

honorary children: Casey Cox and Jeremy Powell of Ankeny, Iowa. Also surviving are 
nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his parents and wife: Martha.

Randy was a 1970 graduate of Harmony High School. He received three certificates 
from Southeastern Community College for C.N.C. programming and operating. He 
worked as a machinist at Gleasons for thirty plus years. Randy was a member of Nauvoo 
United Methodist Church and  he enjoyed fishing, camping, traveling, photography and 
his dogs.

His body has been entrusted to Schmitz – Banks & Beals Funeral Home for cremation.
Friends may call after 12:00 noon, Tuesday, June 1, 2021, at Schmitz – Banks & Beals 

Funeral Home in Nauvoo, Illinois, where the family will receive friends from 4:00 p.m. to 
6:00 p.m. that evening. 

A Celebration of Life Service will be held at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, June 2, 2021, at Nau-
voo United Methodist Church with Pastor Randy Azbell officiating.

A memorial has been established in his memory.
Schmitz-Banks & Beals Funeral Home in Nauvoo is assisting the family with arrange-

ments. Online condolences may be made at: www.sbbfuneralhome.com.

BROWN

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funer-
al homes and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. 
They are also run as submitted by the funeral homes. Reposting of 
obituaries due to changes can only be requested by the submitting 
funeral home and will be assessed a $15 reposting fee.

http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.fullenkampins.com
https://www.facebook.com/CompleteRentalFM/
http://www.sbbfuneralhome.com
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Sports

Join June 1st = 
$1 Join Fee, 

Join June 2nd = 
$2 Join Fee, 

Join June 3rd = 
$3 Join Fee
and so on!

The earlier you JOIN, the more you $AVE!

JOIN 
TODAY!!!

Fort Madison Family YMCA • 319-372-2403 • fortmadisony.org

‘Pay the Day’ JUNE 2021

TUESDAY

$27 $28 $29 $30

$3$1 $4$2 $5

$6 $7 $10$8 $11$9 $12

$13 $14 $17$15 $18$16 $19

$20 $21 $24$22 $25$23 $26

TUESDAY

TUESDAY

TUESDAY

TUESDAY

MONDAY

MONDAY
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MONDAY

SUNDAY

SUNDAY
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SUNDAY

WEDNESDAY

WEDNESDAY

WEDNESDAY

WEDNESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

THURSDAY

THURSDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

FRIDAY

FRIDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SATURDAY

SATURDAY

SATURDAY

JOINER’S FEE =
THE DAY YOU JOIN

Members 18 years of age and older 
are eligible for 24 hour access to the 
main facility and downtown facility. 

See the Y for details. 

Complete RentalComplete Rental
www.CompleteRentalFM.comwww.CompleteRentalFM.com

20% Off
JUNE SPECIAL

All Lawn & Garden 
Equipment Rentals

10% Off
All Concession 

Equipment Rentals

North Scott ends Lady Hounds season with shutout
BY JOHN BOHNENKAMP

PCC SPORTS

ELDRIDGE — No coach likes to see their team’s season end.
Fort Madison’s 6-0 loss to No. 6 North Scott in Wednesday’s 

Class 2A girls soccer regional semifinal ended the Bloodhounds’ 
season, but Carrie Burken, in her first season as head coach, hat-
ed to see the finish because she liked how her team was playing 
in the closing weeks.

“It’s kind of frustrating, because I felt like we were just kind of 
getting everything together,” Burken said. “The beginning of the 
season was very rough learning how to play together. We really 
didn’t get going until the second half of the season. I was just re-
ally enjoying it right now, because it felt like things were clicking.”

Fort Madison finished 8-7 after started the season 1-4 with a 
stretch that included three consecutive losses by one goal. What 

Burken liked was the frustration never set in with her team, and 
it showed in a seven-match stretch in which the Bloodhounds 
won six times.

Last Friday’s 3-2 overtime win over Burlington was the first 
postseason victory in the program’s history, but the Lancers 
(12-5), who advanced to Friday’s regional final against Iowa City 
Liberty, ended any momentum the Bloodhounds had from that 
win.

“We knew that they were a good team,” Burken said. “So the 
goal coming in was try to keep things as close as possible and 
then if we have an opportunity to score, try to take it. Everyone 
knew this was going to be a tough game for us. Any experience 
that we got out of this, it would be what we wanted against a 
team like this. To have that experience against a really good team 
is really good for us at this stage.”

North Scott’s offense put constant pressure on the Blood-
hounds in the first half. The Lancers, though, didn’t get a goal 
until 9 1/2 minutes into the match, when Kendall Knisley scored 
from the left side.

Hattie Hagedorn scored with 15:57 to go in the half, then 

Knisley added two more goals to give the Lancers a 4-0 halftime 
lead.

Reese Hilsenbeck and Delaney Fitzgibbon scored for North 
Scott in the second half.

The Bloodhounds didn’t get any offense going in the second 
half. Alana Simpson missed a scoring chance 17 1/2 minutes 
into the second half, then Claire Pothitakis appeared to have an 
open path to the goal but was knocked down before getting a 
shot away with 10 1/2 minutes left.

Burken said the program took big steps this season, especially 
with the regional quarterfinal win over Burlington.

“It takes away any sort of mental block that we can’t win any 
(postseason) game,” she said. “So it’s good to have that experi-
ence. Now we know what it’s like to win that. Just mentally, that’s 
a huge weight lifted for the girls and myself.

“I think this program has gained a lot of momentum in the 
last four or five years. So I wanted to keep that going.

We’re just too good of a team not to have success. So I think 
having that winning record was important to keep that momen-
tum going into next season.”

North Scott’s Bailey Arbogast tries a header off a corner kick in the 2nd half as Fort Madison’s 
defense huddles in around the goal to block the attack. The Hounds lost 6-0 to end their year.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

https://www.fortmadisony.org/pay-the-day-this-june/
https://airchoiceone.com/
https://www.myconnectionbank.com/kasasa-cash-back
https://www.facebook.com/CompleteRentalFM/
http://www.tkef.org
http://www.tristateoutdoorproducts.com/
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Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 or (800) 458-6672

Medicare Certified

Your Choice for Compassionate Hospice Care

Hospice Services include

in Lee, Des Moines, Henry, and Van Buren counties in Iowa
& Hancock and Henderson counties in Illinois

24/7 on-call nursing staff • Skilled nursing services
Social worker visits • Music & massage therapy
Homecare aide assistance • Volunteer services

Spiritual & grief support

www.LeeCountyHD.org

Lee County Health Department Hospice

Providing comforting end-of-life care since 1989

http://www.leecountyhd.org
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Agent Info

If someone is hurt on your property, is your 
business protected? 

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying 
claim costs beyond where your business insurance 
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today 
because when your world is protected – it’s business  
as usual.

Don’t Let 
Your Business 

Slip Away

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Disclosure

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)
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Complete Comfort. Affordable Price.

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service • Never An Overtime Charge
FREE Estimates • Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Full Service 
HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison,

Burlington, and
surrounding areas
with over 30 Years 

Experience!

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

Vinyl Banners
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Flyers

Posters

Office 
Furniture

B
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Form
s

Trifold Brochures

P
hoto

C
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Coffee 
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Office 
Supplies

Printing

T-Shirt Printing

B
usiness C
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ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/pdf
http://StopTextsStopWrecks.org
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/


Want a career in the
Criminal Justice field? 

Consider a Correctional Officer position at
Iowa State Penitentiary, Ft. Madison, IA

Wondering if you can be a correctional officer?

MINIMUM QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS: Graduation 
from high school, GED, or equivalency. Degree in Criminal 
Justice helpful but not necessary. Ability to pass a background 
check (minor charges considered), a drug urinalysis, and an 
online profile assessment test.
 
JOB DESCRIPTION: Once fully trained, Correctional Officers 
can make a lasting impact on an incarcerated person’s life 
while also helping maintain safe and secure correctional fa-
cilities. New Correctional Officers earn a full time salary as 
they go through their training. Starting Sala ry: ($20.34/$30.14 
[Max]) 

Correctional officers are DRUG FREE, SELF CONFIDENT, 
ASSERTIVE, HONEST, TEAM PLAYERS, FLEXIBLE, DE-
TAIL ORIENTED, QUICK LEARNERS, SAFETY CONSCIEN-
TIOUS, RELIABLE, RESPONSIBLE, RULE FOLLOWERS, 
SOCIALLY AWARE, OPEN MINDED, AND ACCEPTING OF 
DIVERSITY.

CORRECTIONAL FOOD SERVICE COORDINATOR

JOB DESCRIPTION: Supervise incarcerated dietary workers 
in the performance of all assigned duties and responsibilities 
relating to food preparation, tray assembly, meal delivery and 
dietary sanitation  Starting salary $21.46/$31.56 [Max]

The State offers one of the most competitive benefits
packages in the private or public sector 

Get started! 
Go to www.governmentjobs.com/careers/iowa

Applications only accepted during posting dates. Call ISP at 
(319)372-5432 ext 41823 or 41824 for info. To find us, Filter 
results by selecting Location (Fort Madison), and/or Job Cat-
egory (Corrections).

Tips for a successful application: Set up an account using 
current contact information and an email you check regular-
ly.  From the menu select “Notify me of Job Openings” select 
categories you are interested in.  Fill out the application com-
pletely, attach a resume, and check your account for addition-
al info needed or notices regularly.

HELP WANTED
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Ready to Help,
but not sure

where to start?
AmeriCorps Seniors (for-
merly known as RSVP 55+ 
Initiative) at United Way of 
the Great River Region is 
seeking volunteers over the 
age of 55 who are looking 
to make a difference in their 
community.

We can help you find a vol-
unteer opportunity in Lee 
County, Iowa that suits your 
interests and your time.

Contact Tammy Hudson, 
AmeriCorps Seniors Director 
at 319-372-8043 or rsvp@
unitedwaygrr.org to set up a 
time to talk.

Get started now
with a new opportunity!

2136 Green Bay Rd
Wever, IA 52658
319-372-7852

Now Hiring!

Marine Facility 
Operations

& Maintenance
Benefits Included 
Full & Part Time

Positions Available 

Heartland Co-op is an 
Equal Opportunity

Employer (EOE-AA)
committed to advancing 

diversity in the work-
place. Post offer ... 

pre-employment 
drug screen, job

physical, & physical 
capacity profile required.

FOR JOB INFO
& TO APPLY VISIT: 

heartlandcoop.com
Career Opportunities, 

Wever

Chateau Apartments
Extra Clean & Quiet

2 Bedroom
Apartments for Rent 

Extra clean & quiet with free YMCA membership included, 
some with decks/patio. Stove, refrigerator, dishwasher, built-
in microwave. Non-smoking, no pets. Very affordable secu-

rity deposit $400. Must pass 
background & credit checks (no 
felonies). Large backyard with 
picnic tables & glider swing in 
very nice, quiet neighborhood. 
Rents range from $595-$635. 
Lease required. 850 sq. ft. units. 
All electric. Water, sewer, trash 
furnished. 650 sq. ft. units. Wa-

ter, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry rooms have 
new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in all buildings). 
On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-750-3115 for ap-
pointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty Co.

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

HELP
WANTED APARTMENTS

FOR RENT

HELP
WANTED

#ShopLocal
Support your local

business community!

SHOPClassifieds
Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

PUBLIC NOTICE
CENTRAL LEE

COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
DISTRICT

DONNELLSON, IOWA 
52625 

(EDUCATIONAL
SERVICES CENTER)

June 4, 2021, 7:30 A.M.
SPECIAL SESSION

TENTATIVE AGENDA

1. Roll Call
2. Approve New Con-

tracts:
a. Wes McGraw -Activi-

ties Director/PE Teacher
b. Geoff Overton - 

Spanish Teacher (0.625 
FTE)

3. Adjourn

PUBLIC 
NOTICES

The average person is on their 
device 3+ hours per day.

Call Lee (319)371.4125
or Chuck (319)371.1670

Reach your customers wherever 
they are with digital ads.

Follow
Us

@pencitycurrent

on your favorite
social media platforms

http://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/iowa
http://www.KeywayManagement.com
mailto:rsvp@unitedwaygrr.org
mailto:rsvp@unitedwaygrr.org
http://heartlandcoop.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com
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From the Front

319-469-3951
www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

We are where you are.

At one point several Hounds were cramping up, and 
before the officials even whistled play stopped, Pella 
kids were helping the Fort Madison kids stretch out the 
cramps.

At the end of regulation, the two team captains, 
Chandler Rung for the Hounds and Mason Holland for 
the Dutch, embraced to start the overtime period. That 
move brought applause from the stands. Both the Fort 
Madison and Pella faithful sat in the same home stands 
of the field.

So a contribution to the Fort Madison Football, Inc. 
project is a small way to help these dedicated folks 
present a better brand of athletics to the students, the 
families, the community, and visiting communities.

We donated in memory of Kelsey. She loved to go to 
football games with her friends, and did the best she 
could in band performances considering the fatigue that 
had to come with her then-undiagnosed pulmonary 
hypertension.

But we also donated because there are so many doing 
so much.

Johnson said very poignantly that it’s the usual sus-
pects that make these donations work. The industries, 
banks, the wealthy and those that typically shoulder 
those responsibilities because they can.

But this is a great way for alumni to honor their school 
and give back to programs that, good or bad, gave a lot 
to them to. Memories.

Grassroots efforts are those that focus on small do-
nations from lots of people. The goal is $20,000 and the 
depth of the repairs is based on the amount received.

To donate, simply click here https://gofund.
me/51705544, they’ll take any amount. Share the link or 
this story so it trickles down the social media world to 
everyone who has ever gone to FMHS. The $5 and $10 
donations, obviously the larger ones as well, will be the 

gestures that bring the project over the finish line.
At the Bloodhounds substate semi-final soccer game 

against Clear Creek-Amana, I mentioned to Head Coach 
Kevin Wellman that we’re seeing a better brand of ath-
lete in Fort Madison.

“It’s that guy right over there….that guy right there,” 
Wellman said pointing to Fort Madison athletic en-
hancement director Derek Doherty, who had come over 
right after the Hounds downed CCA, and congratulated 
the coaches.

The camaraderie that now exists within the sports, 
boys and girls both, is part of a winning formula. They 
are putting in the sweat equity to build the programs and 
the athletes. We have to be the ones that throw a couple 
bucks at the facility.

We’re developing a new sense of pride in our pro-
grams, now we have to carry that pride into our facili-
ties.

The fund is currently at 5,800, but has grown from 
$1,500 in the past four days. It’s the right thing to do for 
the Crimson and Black. The stadium is used by the mid-
dle school for events, high school events and community 
events.

Come see what’s beginning to be fuss at FMHS. The 
commitment from those that help these students athletes 
is very real. Our support should be as well.

Talking about support. I stopped out for some pic-
tures of the Fort Madison Fire Dept. putting up flags 
in Memorial Park. These men not only put up about 75 
American flags, but they help fund the work. They also 
put up flags on the graves of former FMFD fire fighters. 
Yes, I know someone’s gotta do it. Well maybe someone 
doesn’t have to do it, but here they are anyway – But 
that’s Beside the Point.

Chuck Vandenberg is the editor and co-founder of www.
pencitycurrent.com.

STADIUM - Continued from Page 1

Donation to stadium upgrade has good ROI

Mark Bousselot.
The amendment is also being back-dated a week 

to May 24 and increases the agreement to a total of 
$236,090.

“We now have a gun to our head. Two months ago 
this should have come to us with a ‘Hey this project is 
going to go long and we’re going to need more money, 
but instead we wait and we say we have to change it, 
and then back date to May because we’ve already used 
up all our money,” Councilman Tom Schulz fired at the 
council.

“This is just crappy work from a crappy engineering 
firm.”

Schulz said he understands that Fort Madison Mayor 
Matt Mohrfeld has tried to hold the engineering firm 
accountable to previous issues and they seem to be do-
ing better as the project moves forward, but the prob-
lems should have been foreseen.

“They may be doing a fine job at this point and going 
forward, but by God they created this situation and 
we’re being told we have to write the checks for it.”

Mohrfeld said the city would have had to write the 
check to Klingner anyway, because the new inspections 
are required by the DOT and weather has drawn the 
project out. He said Klingner has written off some costs 
due to previous issues the city has pointed out.

“He gave me a whole billable list that they wrote off, 
and none of us complained about that,” Mohrfeld said.

“Now I’m not going to say it was $60,000 it was more 
like $27,000.”

Councilman Rusty Andrews said Klingner did make 
an effort to balance things out when the city was upset 
with some flaws in the original designs.

The motion to approve the amendment passed 6-2 
with Schulz and Kevin Rink opposing.

DEPOT - Continued from Page 1

Schulz, Rink vote against 
additional spend

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com
https://gofund.me/51705544
https://gofund.me/51705544
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://www.pencitycurrent.com


http://www.sheaffergolf.com/


http://www.DenmarkHeritageDay.com
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