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1 killed, 17 hurt in hayrack rollover
NAUVOO:  Driver cited for failure to reduce speed in tragic Saturday incident

Pick up some 
“junk” art at 
FMAAA event

BY PCC STAFF

NAUVOO – A 32-year-old female from Hamilton was 
killed as a result of Saturday hayrack ride accident near Nau-
voo.

According to an Illinois State Police preliminary investi-
gation a 1994 green John Deere tractor/trailer combination 
was traveling northbound on 800 East towing a double-axle 
trailer with more than 20 people riding on square hay bales.

The vehicle, driven by Wayne York, 41, of Nauvoo, lost 
control and ran off the east side of 800 East near 2000 North 
and overturned and the driver was ejected. Multiple passen-
gers were ejected from the trailer.

In addition the fatality, 17 other were taken to area hospi-
tals with injuries including: Michael E. Davidson 43, Hamil-
ton, Ill., Ashley Davidson 36-Hamilton, and Jessica N. Little 
41 of Hamilton.

The other 14 injuries were to juveniles from Hamilton who 
are all transported with injuries, including a 1-year-old, a 
3-year-old, two 4-year-olds, a 5-year-old, an 8-year-old, a 
9-year-old, a 10-year-old and six 12-year-olds all from Ham-
ilton.

Two other juveniles one from Warsaw and the other from 
Basco were not injured in the accident.

York was issued a citation for failure to reduce speed to 
avoid an accident.

Dollhouse Dreams now Shug’s Tiny Town
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – You can’t miss the 
big, bright colorful sign announcing a 
rebranding at Dollhouse Dreams in down-
town Fort Madison.

Owner Brenda Derr, renamed the edu-
cational toy store in downtown Fort Madi-
son Shug’s Tiny Town & Educational Toys, 

after closing up her Burlington location in 
a contraction of the brand.

Derr said her initial plans were to 
have two locations and then expand, but 
COVID’s impact on retail has forced her to 
go back to just one location.

“I was trying to use the funding I got, 
which was great, to keep both locations 
open, but it was only for one location be-
cause of the way I’m set up and we couldn’t 

keep them both going,” Derr said.
Brynn Henrich, 4 and Addelyn Wilson, 

6, of Fort Madison play in the news “Fresh 
Mart” at the Fort Madison Shug’s Tiny 
Town & Educational Toys But that misfor-
tune is turning the Fort Madison location 
into a cozy play center for area youth.

A diner, a fire station, grocery store and 

Okay, folks, here’s your chance to get some 
genuine Curt Swarm junk, I mean art. The Ft. 
Madison Area Art Association (FMAAA) will 
be displaying my sculptures, photography and 
books during the month of November. 50% of 
the sales of my art will go toward a new roof 
for the Art Association (it leaks when it rains.) 
There will be a reception on Friday, November 
6th, from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. Hors d’oeuvres and 
wine may be served. (It hasn’t been decided 
yet, pending the COVID situation.) People are 
encouraged to wear masks.

All kinds of unique sculptures can be created 
using old wagon wheel rings. This one is called, 
“Sunflower.” I’ve been making art, or art has 
been making me, for a few years now, and it 
has been a love affair fraught with heartbreak 
and heart melt. Art will get you through a 
time of no money, where money won’t get you 
through a time of no art.

Writing and photography for me sort of 
developed together, because a story and picture 
go together like peas and carrots, as Forrest 
Gump would say. Actually, his memorable line 
is, “We were like peas and carrots, Jenny and I.” 
Since my wife is Ginnie, and she is my editor, 
well, the saying is even more appropriate. 
Ironically, Ginnie despises peas and carrots. 
But I love’m!

Welding and sculpture building came later 
in life when I was noticing two pieces of junk 
metal I had laying around, and thought they 
would look better attached to each other. I had 
never welded, but thought, “How hard can it 
be?” Ha! I bought the cheapest 110v welder I 
could find, and the rest is history. I now have 
a 220v m.i.g. welder and have made every 
mistake in the book, and then some. I just 
about burned down the garage, was hauled to 
the emergency room by ambulance at 2:00 a.m. 
with scorched eye balls, and here lately, caught 
my bib overalls on fire—twice. Ginnie just 
shakes her head and gets the sewing basket out.

I’m especially fond of old rusty farm junk, 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

Families gathered at the new Shug’s Tiny Town & Educational Toys Sunday afternoon for a sneak peak 
at the new play center in the former Dollhouse Dreams at 820 Avenue G.

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
MON 26 Oct ............................................................ Light Rain, 55º F/ 48º F
TUE 27 Oct .........................................................................Rain, 57º F/ 48º F
WED 28 Oct .............................................................. Overcast, 56º F/ 50º F

IOWA LOTTERY
LOTTO AMERICA 10/24 .............. 22 26 43 50 51, Star Ball: 3, All Star Bonus: 2
LUCKY FOR LIFE 10/22 ............................................11 24 35 37 39, Lucky Ball: 8
MEGA MILLIONS 10/23 ..................18 34 44 60 69, Mega Ball: 22 Megaplier: 2
PICK 3 10/22, 10/23, 10/24 MIDDAY ...................................... 9 4 6, 3 7 5, 0 0 9
PICK 3 10/22, 10/23, 10/24 EVENING .................................... 6 4 8, 6 0 4, 3 7 5
PICK 4 10/22, 10/23, 10/24 MIDDAY ................................ 7 2 2 6, 4 2 5 6, 7 3 1 1
PICK 4 10/22, 10/23, 10/24 EVENING ..........................2 2 2 3, 4 8 0 8, 3 2 8 6
POWERBALL 10/24 .......................... 18 20 27 45 65, Powerball: 6, Power Play: 2

See TOY STORE, page 9

EMPTY 
NEST
By Curt Swarm

See SWARM, page 9
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OUR FAMILY
Looking Out for Your Family

Stop by or call us
for all your insurance needs.  

Serving your insurance needs 
for more than 35 years

Personal • Commercial

OBITUARIESOBITUARIES

REBECCA A. MAUZY BELVA A. SKINNER
Rebecca Ann Mauzy, 64, of Keokuk, died on Friday, October 23, 2020 at River 

Hills Village in Keokuk.
She was born on November 18, 1955 in Danvers, MA, the daughter of Michael 

Philip and Nancy Shepherd Watson Mauzy.
She graduated from Camdenton, Missouri High School with the 

Class of 1974.
Over the years Rebecca had been employed at several hospitals as a 

nurse’s aide.
Most recently she had been employed as a greeter at Walmart in 

Columbia, MO.
Rebecca loved doing needlework, especially counted cross-stitch.  

She enjoyed working on word puzzles and reading Amish and Christian romance 
novels.  She also enjoyed her time with other residents at River Hills and playing 
board games.

She is survived by one brother, Michael P. Mauzy, Jr. (Rebecca Bliss) of Hamilton, 
IL, one sister-in-law, Rebecca Mauzy of Osage Beach, M O, several nieces and neph-
ews and great-nieces and great-nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents and one brother, Jeffery Alan Mauzy.
A graveside service will be held at a later date at Memorial Park Cemetery in Co-

lumbia, MO.
Memorials may be made to the River Hills Village Activity Fund.\
The Vigen Memorial Home in Keokuk is assisting the family with arrangements.
Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.

MAUZY

Belva A. Skinner, 76, of Argyle, Iowa, passed away on Thursday, October 22, 
2020, at her home in Argyle, Iowa.

Belva was born on November 06, 1943, in Wenatchee, Washington, the 
daughter of Arthur and Marie (McDowell) Thompson. On De-
cember 15, 1960, she was united in marriage to Leland Nye in 
Kahoka, Missouri. He preceded her in death on October 19, 1975.

Belva was employed at Silgan Container for twenty-one years 
until her retirement. Her life revolved around her garden, flowers 
and birds. She was especially fond of African Violet flowers and 
hummingbirds. Her family remembers canning the food grown 
from her garden and her amazing pies.

Belva is survived by three children: Mary (Terry) Phillips of Argyle, Iowa, 
Devin (Teleasha Corns) Juel of Argyle, Iowa, and Gary (Deana) Nye of Ke-
okuk, Iowa; her brother Gary (Dixie Lestina) Thompson of Argyle, Iowa, her 
sister Karen (Don) Wright of Keokuk, Iowa; fourteen grandchildren; twen-
ty-one great-grandchildren; and multiple nieces, nephews and cousins.

Belva is preceded in death by her parents, her husband Leland, her son 
Robert (Joyce) Nye, her brother Henry Thompson, her grandson Justin, her 
great-grandson Dawson and her nephew David.

Belva’s life will be celebrated with a funeral service at 10 am on Monday, Oc-
tober 26, 2020, at DeJong-Greaves-Printy Funeral Home, 917 Blondeau Street, 
Keokuk, Iowa 52632. Burial will follow at Meek’s Oakland Sand Cemetery in 

Vincennes, Iowa. Visitation will be held on Sunday 
from 4 to 6 pm at the funeral home.

For the safety of those attending, masks are 
strongly encouraged, and social distancing practic-
es will be in place.

Memorials may directed to the Keokuk Humane 
Society or St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.

Tributes and condolences may be left at www.
dejongsfuneralhome.com.

DeJong-Greaves-Printy Funeral Home of Keokuk 
is in charge of arrangements.

MAUZY

https://www.facebook.com/Rich-Taylor-for-State-Senate-276468442399574
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http://www.WelchsIns.com
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http://www.dejongsfuneralhome.com
http://www.dejongsfuneralhome.com


Pen City Current - Monday, October 26, 2020 - 3

Obituaries

Pen City Current and www.pencitycurrent.com are products of
Market Street Publishing, LLC. Pen City Current is published

Sunday through Friday mornings by 6AM.P.O. Box 366 | Fort Madison, IA
Founded in 2016

Charles Vandenberg, Editor
(319).371.1670
editor@pencitycurrent.com

Lee K. Vandenberg, Sales Manager
(319).371.4125
sales@pencitycurrent.com

Copyright © 2016 by Pen City Current
All published materials are property of Pen City Current
and cannot be used without express written permission.

Member LION Publishers
www.lionpublishers.com

NOW OPEN

1001 Avenue H, Suite 2 • Fort Madison

Dr. Derek Vogelpohl is now seeing patients in his new 
Fort Madison office Monday through Friday.

* We Accept Most Insurances *

Ask about our Grand Opening specials 
(319) 316-6016

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

SAVE 10%
off your October rental

Complete Rental

*Mention this coupon and receive 10% off your rental.
Offer valid through October 31, 2020.

Not valid with any other offers.

5636 Avenue O, Fort Madison, IA 526275636 Avenue O, Fort Madison, IA 52627
(319) 372-8105 | www.CompleteRentalFM.com(319) 372-8105 | www.CompleteRentalFM.com
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LILLIAN F. KRAUS RAYMOND H. HOLT
OBITUARIES

Raymond Homer Holt, 89 years, of Donnellson, Iowa died Friday, October 23, 2020 
at the University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics, Iowa City, Iowa.  He was born Febru-
ary 4, 1931 in Fort Madison, Iowa, a son of Homer Guy and Villa Gwendolyn (Groves) 

Holt.  On June 30, 1956 he married Nancy Lou Spoor at Kahoka, Mis-
souri.  

He was a veteran of the United States Air Force, serving during the 
Korean War.  He worked for Santa Fe Railroad and DuPont.  Later he 
worked 25 years at Chevron as head operator. Raymond was also a 
carpenter for more than 50 years and during that time he built three 
houses and 25 garages throughout Fort Madison.  
He was of the Christian faith.  He was dedicated 

to working out and went to the YMCA three times a week for 15 
years.  He was a member of the Fort Madison Masonic Lodge 
#13, AF &AM and of the Fort Madison Veteran’s Honor Guard.  
He was the story teller at family gatherings.

He is survived by his wife, Nancy Holt; four children: Leanna (Frank) Bush of Mon-
ticello, Missouri; Angela (Joe) Luchik of Carmel, Indiana; Lorraine (Ron) Kuhljuergen 
of Fort Madison, Iowa; and Daniel (Amy) Holt of Mt. Pleasant, Iowa; six grandchil-
dren: Brendan, Derek, Steve, Jared, Jenna, and Jaleesa; six great grandchildren: Claire, 
Grace, Paige, Benjamin, James, and Max; nieces and nephews.  He was preceded in 
death by his parents, one sister Juanita Cullen and one brother Buford “Doc” Holt.  

A graveside service and burial with military rites will be at 1:00 pm Tuesday Octo-
ber 27, 2020 at Soldiers Circle, Oakland Cemetery, Fort Madison, Iowa with nephew 
Jerry Holt officiating.  Barr Memorial Chapel is honored to serve the Holt family and 
an online guest book may be found at www.barrmemorialchapel.com.

HOLT

Lillian “Lil” Faye Kraus, 92, of Keokuk, passed away on Wednesday, October 21, 2020, 
at her home in Keokuk.

Lil was born on January 17, 1928, in Keokuk, the daughter of John (Jack) and Hazel 
(Collins) Grogan. She graduated from St. Peter’s High School in 1944, and 
was united in marriage to Joseph A. Kraus on May 13, 1950, at St. Peter’s 
Catholic Church in Keokuk.

A lifelong resident of Keokuk and a member of All Saints Catho-
lic Church, Lil was very involved in the church, actively serving with 
Christian Family Movement (CFM) and the Ladies of Charity. She was 
employed at Keokuk Steel Castings in payroll and accounts receivable, 
working there before and after raising her children. She was a voracious 

reader, reading two to three books a week. Highly intelligent but also unassuming, Lil 
graduated high school at age 16, with a 4.0 GPA. She learned Morse Code by the age of 
four and could type at incredible speeds. She was very proud of her Irish heritage, and 
her children remember being rocked to sleep to the sound of Irish lullabies. Lil was also 
an excellent cook, and gladly shared her recipes with her friends and family. Her German 
potato salad was frequently requested for parties and gatherings. Above all else, Lil was a 
dedicated wife, mother, grandmother and great-grandmother. Her life revolved around 
her family. She was a great listener and offered sage and practical advice. She led this 
large family by example.

Lil is survived by her husband Joseph A. Kraus of Keokuk; seven children: Joseph 
M. Kraus of Iowa City, Iowa, Timothy J. (Jan) Kraus of Cape Coral, Florida, Nancy J. 
(Randy) Derr of Keokuk, Mary Jo (Rick) Gray of Keokuk, Michael J. (Kim) Kraus of 
Lakemoor, Illinois, Teresa J. (John) Phillips of Lee’s Summit, Missouri, and Christopher 
J. (Laura Cruz) Kraus of Thousand Palms, California; two sisters: Sue (Keith) Fink and 
Kaye Vollers; two daughters-in-law: Sarah and Terry Kraus, both of Keokuk; four sisters-
in-law: Geraldine Grogan, Judy Grogan, Sara Humphrey and Diana Grogan; thirty-two 
grandchildren; fifty great-grandchildren; and numerous nieces, nephews and cousins.

Lil is preceded in death by her parents John and Hazel Grogan, two sons: Gregory E. 
and Daniel J. Kraus, and six siblings: Ellen Marie, Tom Grogan, Jean (John) Ketterer, 
Gerard Grogan, James Michael Grogan and John William Grogan.

A Funeral Mass will be held at 10:30 am on Tuesday, October 27, 2020, at All Saints 
Catholic Church in Keokuk, with burial to follow in the Catholic section of Oakland 
Cemetery in Keokuk. We understand that some may be hesitant to join us due to health 
or Covid concerns, and are invited to attend virtually by accessing the following All 
Saints website. Lil’s funeral mass will be live-streamed at https://www.allsaintskeokuk.
org/live.html. Visitation will be held on Monday from 2 to 7 pm, with family meeting 
friends from 4 to 7 pm at DeJong-Greaves-Printy Funeral Home, 917 Blondeau Street, 
Keokuk, Iowa. A Christian Vigil Service will be held at 7 pm on Monday at the funeral 
home directly following the visitation. The Christian Vigil Service will be live-streamed 
via Facebook live at the DeJong-Greaves-Printy Funeral Home Facebook page.

For the safety of those attending, masks are strongly encouraged, and social distancing 
practices will be in place.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to All Saints Catholic Church in Keokuk 
or the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation.

Tributes and condolences may be left at www.dejongsfuneralhome.com.
DeJong-Greaves-Printy Funeral Home of Keokuk is in charge of arrangements.

KRAUS

https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Optometrist/Clear-View-Vision-Center-101158518365592/
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www.RashidDrug.com

(319) 372-2300 or 1-800-794-2330

WE KNOWWE KNOW

We have helped thousands find a plan,
so let us help you from the comfort of your home

with the pharmacy you can trust.

Give us a call & we’ll take care of it all!

WE’LL FIND YOU THE BEST PLANWE’LL FIND YOU THE BEST PLAN
FOR THE MEDICINE YOU TAKEFOR THE MEDICINE YOU TAKE

Free Delivery & Mailing Almost Anywhere

Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 . www.leecountyhd.org

Miscues lead to early exit for Bloodhounds
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

GRINNELL – “A captain who 
practices his knots sleeps quiet in the 
storm”.

Sometimes the knots just slip.
As was the case for the Fort Madi-

son Bloodhounds at Grinnell in the 
Class 3A Pod 11 title game. The Ti-

gers rolled to a 35-0 win 
and advance to third 
round of the Iowa High 
School Athletic Associ-
ation post season.

The Hounds had an 
interception and a fum-
ble in the first two se-

ries resulting in two Grinnell touch-
downs. The Hounds would give up 
two more fumbles and fail to recover 
two Tiger fumbles, one resulting in a 
touchdown.

“We put the ball on the ground 
– something that we haven’t done 
all season,” said head coach Derek 
Doherty.

“We did it tonight and you can’t do 
that against a good team like this.”

On the third play from scrimmage, 
FM quarterback Landes Williams 
took a high snap, rolled left and 
threw into the hands of the Tigers AJ 
Wilkins. A holding penalty after the 
pick set Grinnell at the Fort Madi-
son’s 39.

Two plays later, the top running 
back in the state Wyatt Hunter ram-
bled 33 yards to the five, and then 
slipped into the endzone on the next 
play. Hunter came into the game 
with 1,929 yards and 28 combined 
TDs.

The Hounds would start on the 
20 again with a stiff breeze from the 
northwest causing repeated touch-
backs. On 3rd and 4 from the 26, 
Calem Maclearn would cough up the 
ball on a play where he looked down 
by contact, but the ruling would 
stand.

Two plays later, senior Cole Mc-
Griff, who played backup quarter-
back most of the year for Grinnell, 
went off the right side for a 33-yard 
score.

Down 14-0, the Hounds would 
start again on the 20 and a pitch on 
2nd and 11 hit the ground but Fort 
Madison would recover. The Tigers 
would force a 4th and 11 and the 
Hounds were forced to punt.

Fort Madison would stop Grinnell 
on the next 8-play series as junior 
Tate Johnson dragged down Hunt-
er from behind on 4th and 4 at the 
Tiger 28. The Hounds would go 4 
and out, but would stop the Tigers 
again on the next possession forcing 
a punt on the second play of the 2nd Fort Madison kicker Xander Wellman (11) gets in a big hit on the Tigers’ 

Jake Green (5) in the third quarter of Friday night’s loss at Grinnell. The 
loss ended the Hounds’ season at 7-2.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Senior running back Calem Maclearn finds some running room in the 
2nd quarter as Grinnell’s Owen Coffman (12) and Fort Madison’s Ethan 
Deacon (77) pursue the play. 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

See HOUNDS, page 5

DOHERTY

https://www.rashiddrug.com
http://www.leecountyhd.org
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Everyone

Recycling
Superhero

can be a

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Just follow these easy tips!
Recycyle only clean, dry, and loose    
materials such as:

• Cardboard (without inside packing      
materials)

• Paper Products (i.e. newspaper, junk 
mail, office and school paper)

• Paperboard such as cereal & cracker 
boxes

• Plastic bottles & jugs (Nos. 1-7)
• Tin & aluminum cans
• Glass bottles (please don’t place these in 

residential curbside bins or rural recy-
cling trailers – there are bins specifically 
for glass at both facilities)

Place all recyclables loosely in all bins,
residential pick up, rural trailers, and 
bins at either of our facilities

These materials should be thrown in 
the trash, as they aren’t recyclable:

• Plastic, latex, cloth disposable gloves, 
masks

• Household trash
• Food waste & liquids
• Disposable plates, cups, cutlery
• Styrofoam in any form
• Plastic bags and film wrap, bubble wrap
• Wrapping paper & gift bags
• Dishes, windows, ceramic, crystal, 

bakeware, car glass, etc.
If you’re uncertain as to whether 
something is recyclable, please call 
our office to inquire.

quarter.
The low liner kick bounced up and hit Brock 

Califf in the chest and the ball bounded forward 
where Grinnell’s Jake Green recovered it front 
of Califf. Grinnell would go seven plays before 
Hunter would take a handoff up the middle and 
fumble the ball into the endzone where the Tigers 
recovered for a 21-0 lead.

Fort Madison would get a couple first downs on 
the next series, but would turn the ball over on 
downs when a Williams pass to Califf on an out 
route was broken up.

Grinnell would score again when 
McGriff would go for 47 yards on 3rd 
and 3 off the the right side. Austin 
Ensminger came up just short of a 
diving tackle at the 5 for a 28-0 lead 
that would carry into halftime.

Things didn’t get much better 
for the Hounds in the second half, 
despite holding Grinnell to just one 

score with the running clock.
Hunter would break through the line and ram-

ble 51 yards for Grinnell’s final score on 3rd and 6 
to set the running clock at 35-0 on the Tigers first 
series out of the locker room.

On the next series, Williams would hit Califf 
on a swing pass on 2nd and 10 at the Hounds 46, 
but two steps later Califf would get stripped and 
Grinnell recovered.

With the Tigers moving in the 2nd string, nei-
ther team would put together any sort of scoring 
drives the rest of the game.

Fort Madison would string together an 8-play, 
30-yard drive in the middle of the 4th quarter but 
that would fizzle out when a Williams pass on 4th 
and 8 fell to the ground ending the threat.

Keaton Poe said there just too many mental 
mistakes to overcome.

“A lot of us came into the game thinking they 
had the leading running back in the state. Every-
one had that in the back of their minds. We just 
had too many mistakes,” he said.

But the senior said this year was the most fun 
he’s ever had playing football.

“These are my brothers and all year it felt like I 
was just doing this for fun.”

Larson said the program has a new focus and 
there is more foundation for success ahead.

“With Coach Doherty and, and even going back 
to Coach (Tony) Shiffman, our mentality just 
changed. We just wanted to win,” Larson said.

“We changed and we found confidence in our-
selves. Even tonight we had our effort and attitude. 
We are a family and we’ve bonded together. This is 
a second family to us.”

Doherty said the Hounds just couldn’t find the 
spark that has carried them all year.

“We just couldn’t get going. It wasn’t a lack of 
effort and I’m so proud of these guys and we love 
them so much,” he said.

“But for whatever reason, we just couldn’t it 
going, and partially because that’s a really good 
football team across the sidelines from us. They 
just didn’t allow us to be us.”

Williams finished the night going 6 or 17 for 44 
yards and a pick. He also had 20 yards on 7 car-
ries. Maclearn had 51 yards on 10 carries includ-
ing a 16-yard carry in the 2nd quarter where he 
had a seam in the secondary, but tripped up on 
the way through. The senior also had 26 receiving 
yards.

Poe led the Hounds defense with 10 tackles in-
cluding one for a loss. Johnson had six and half.

“This is a phenomenal group. They’ve started 
something special that will last for years and years 
to come,” Doherty said.

HOUNDS- Continued from Page 1

Hunter lives up 
to name in win

Fort Madison senior 
Brock Califf, tries to 
stay upright as he-
makes a cut in the 
second quarter of 
Friday’s 35-0 loss to 
Grinnell in Class 3A 
playoff action. 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

JOHNSON

http://www.grrwa.com
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Generations of Great Service

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328

All Areas: 877-380-4328
www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Full Service HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison, Burlington, and surrounding 

areas with over 30 Years Experience!

• 24 Hour Service
• Never An Overtime Charge

• FREE Estimates
• Servicing All Makes

Agent Photo Agent Info

Disclosure

Coverage that works
when they can’t

Let’s face it — accidents can happen in any workplace.  
Farm Bureau Workers’ Compensation insurance can 
protect you, as the owner, from the high cost of 
unexpected injuries to your employees. Call me to 
schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable 
resource — your employees — are protected.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company* & Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services WC010 (7-16)
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General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

(319) 316-6016
Now Open Monday through Friday

1001 Avenue H, Suite 2 • Fort Madison
www.ClearViewVision.com

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!

Advertise in a brand new way.
Lee (319)371.4125 • Chuck (319)371.1670

Reach thousands of potential customers each day & grow your business. Call today!

http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.CullenPest.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://www.GriffinMuffler.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Optometrist/Clear-View-Vision-Center-101158518365592/
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
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Dental Assistant
Lee County Health Department is seeking a contracted 
Dental Assistant, up to 40 hours per week, to provide 
chairside assistance to hygienists working within the  
agency’s school-based dental sealant program in a 
multi-county service area.  The position also includes 
office hours to help with follow up calls, care coordination, 
and data entry for all agency dental programs. Applicant 
must be an Iowa licensed dental assistant with at least 
one year of clinical experience.  If interested, please send 
resume to Rachael Patterson-Rahn, Oral Health Program 
Manager, at LCHD, PO Box 1426, #3 John Bennett Drive, 
Fort Madison, IA  52627 or email rprahn@leecountyhd.org 
by October 31, 2020.  LCHD is an equal opportunity  
employer.

Dental Hygienist 
Lee County Health Department is seeking a full-time Iowa 
Licensed Dental Hygienist for oral health programs  
including I-Smile™.  Applicant must be an Iowa licensed 
dental hygienist with at least one year of clinical  
experience.  Responsibilities will include providing and 
documenting basic preventive oral health services for  
children, pregnant women, at-risk adults, and older  
Iowans. Some travel to multi-county service areas. If  
interested, please send resume to Rachael Patter-
son-Rahn, Oral Health Program Manager, at LCHD, PO 
Box 1426, #3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison, IA  52627 
or email rprahn@leecountyhd.org by October 31, 2020.  
LCHD is an equal opportunity employer. 

Apply at: https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/

JOIN AN INDUSTRY LEADER

GREAT JOB OPPORTUNITIES
At our Fort Madison Manufacturing Plant

“Come and Gro With Us”

Production Lead - R4290
Qualifications: 3 years manufacturing experience, in a 
fast-paced environment.  College degree preferred, but 
not required.  Proficient in Microsoft Office and Google 
Suite, and experience with SAP preferred. 

Starting Pay: $24.85/hour

Machine Packaging Operators – R3559
Qualifications: Minimum 1 year experience as a ma-
chine/production operator in high speed manufacturing 
environment 

Openings All Shifts
Starting Pay: $18.30/hour

Formulation Operator - R3895
Qualifications: Strong problem solving skills, Attention 
to detail, Math skills (knowledge of the metric system 
(conversions of weights and volumes), Computer skills 
and knowledge (Excel, Word, SAP, Gmail), Must be able 
to wear a variety of PPE (including a respirator), Ability 
to operate a forklift.  Must be a team player.

Starting Pay: $23.00/hour

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

ASSISTANT
IT ADMINISTRATOR

Lee County government has 
an opening in the IT/GIS De-
partment for an Assistant In-
formation Technology Admin-
istrator.  Job functions include 
network, computer hardware 
and software, telephone sys-
tems, and Microsoft, IBM and 
third-party software support 
and troubleshooting.  

Degree in computer science 
or related field or combina-
tion of related experience 
and education required.  

Salary based on qualifica-
tions and experience.  Excel-
lent benefits package.

See LeeCounty.org website 
for employment application 
and job description. Submit 
application and resume to

Lee County IT Department 
Attn: L.Schmitt
933 Avenue H

Fort Madison, IA 52627
or email to

lschmitt@leecounty.org

Deadline to apply is 4:00 pm 
on Friday, October 30, 2020. 

Lee County is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer

We’re Not Southeast Iowa’s
Favorite Dental Office

Without Our Great Team

APPLY TODAY
TO JOIN US!

Pothitakis Dentistry current-
ly has a position available for 
a Full-Time Dental Assistant.

Complete an application at
or mail your resume to
1223 S. Gear Avenue,

Eastman Plaza, Suite 302
West Burlington, IA 52655

or email burldental@gmail.com
EOE

HELP WANTED

HELP
WANTED

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS
PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
Lee County Board of 
Supervisors Meeting 

Tue, Oct 27, 2020
9:00 AM – 11:00 AM 

(CDT) 
AGENDA

Please join my meeting 
from your computer, tablet 
or smartphone. 

https://global.gotomeet-
ing.com/join/152155645 

You can also dial in 
using your phone. 

United States: +1 (408) 
650-3123 

Access Code: 152-155-
645 

New to GoToMeeting? 
Get the app now and 
be ready when your first 
meeting starts: 

https://global.gotomeet-
ing.com/install/152155645 

If you would like to pose 
a question to the Board, 
please use the Chat 
feature and wait for the 
Chairman to address you. 
If you are participating by 
phone, please wait until 
everyone is done speak-
ing before addressing the 
Board. Please keep your 
microphone muted to 
cut down on background 
noise. If you are partic-
ipating by phone, press 

#6, this will mute your 
phone. 

Pledge of Allegiance 
Approve Agenda 
Public Input 
Consider Approval of 

October 20, 2020 Board 
Minutes 

Consider Approval of 
Claims 

Consider Approval of 
Contract with Commercial 
Contracting Services for 
Gazebo Repair

Reports:
A. Manure Management 

Annual Update for JWC 
Swine in Des Moines 
Township

Commission or Com-
mittee Reports

Adjourn

Workshop to Follow 

PUBLIC MEETING
CITIZENS WELCOME 

Vision and hearing
assistance available

upon request

Contact Title VI
Administrator

319-372-3705 County 
Website:

www.leecounty.org

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fort Madison

Community School 
District

1930 Avenue M
Minutes of the

Regular Meeting
October 19, 2020

I. The meeting was 
called to order by Presi-
dent Wondra at 6:04 p.m. 
Directors DiPrima, Hope, 
Wykert, Menke and Stef-
fensmeier were present. 
Director Ross participated 
via teleconference. Also 
present were Superinten-
dent Slater, Director of 
Curriculum and Student 
Services Harmon and 
Secretary Elmore.

II. Recognition of 
guests. President Wondra 
welcomed members of 
the audience in atten-
dance and explained 
the procedures for the 
meeting.

III. Reading of Foun-
dation documents. The 
Board read and reviewed 
the Foundation doc-
uments consisting of 
the Vision, Mission and 
Belief statements and the 
Goals for the Fort Mad-
ison Community School 

District.
IV. Monthly communi-

cations
A. Student Rep report. 

There was none.

mailto:rprahn%40leecountyhd.org?subject=Assistant%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
mailto:rprahn%40leecountyhd.org?subject=Hygienist%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
http://LeeCounty.org
mailto:lschmitt@leecounty.org
mailto:burldental@gmail.com
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/152155645
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/152155645
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/152155645
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/152155645
http://www.leecounty.org


B. Curriculum Corner. 
The Board received an 
update on the Flex period 
at the high school.

C. “Did You Know?” 
The “Did You Know?” 
was a link to the district 
webpage. Superinten-
dent Slater reviewed the 
Fort Madison Community 
School District website 
and the information avail-
able within it.

D. Superintendent Goal 
Report. Superintendent 
Slater provided an update 
on the indicators of prog-
ress towards the Board’s 
established goals.

E. District Presenta-
tions. There were none.

V. Approve the agenda. 
It was moved by Stef-
fensmeier and seconded 
by Wykert to approve the 
agenda as presented. 
The motion passed on a 
7-0 voice vote.

VI. Consent agenda. It 
was moved by DiPrima 
and seconded by Stef-
fensmeier to approve 
the consent agenda as 
presented. The consent 
agenda consisted of 
minutes from the Sep-
tember 21, 2020 Regular 
Meeting; October 5, 2020 
Work Session; financial 
reports including the Sep-
tember Balance Sheet, 
September Revenue 
Summary, Expenditure 
Report and Student Activ-
ity Report, accounts pay-

able for the September 
General Account Board 
bills for Approval, October 
General Account Board 
bills for approval, Student 
Activity Board bills for 
approval and Nutrition 
Account Board bills for 
approval; resignation from 
Dawn Eid as associate 
at the middle school; em-
ployment of Kent Bailey 
as 7 and 8 boys basket-
ball, Christopher Perez as 
bus associate, Alexander 
Howe as bus driver and 
approval of activity and 
athletic fundraisers. The 
motion passed on a 7-0 
voice vote.

VII. Action Items
A. Director of Curric-

ulum and Student Ser-
vices.

B. Superintendent.
C. Board Secretary/

Business Manager
1. Consider approval of 

lane changes. The Board 
reviewed the lane chang-
es. It was moved by Hope 
and seconded by DiPri-
ma to approve the lane 
changes as submitted. 
The motion passed on a 
7-0 voice vote.

2. Consider approval of 
policy changes.

a. 219.1 – Board – Staff 
Communications. It was 
moved by Wykert and 
seconded by Steffensmei-
er to update policy #219.1 
as presented. The motion 
passed on a 7-0 voice 
vote.

b. 303.4b - Fringe Ben-
efits - Administrators/Su-
pervisors. It was moved 
by DiPrima and seconded 

by Wykert to delete policy 
#303.4b as presented. 
The motion passed on a 
7-0 voice vote.

c. 303.4b-R - Adminis-
trator/Supervisor Salaries. 
It was moved by Menke 
and seconded by Wykert 
to delete policy #303.4b-R 
as presented. The motion 
passed on a 7-0 voice 
vote.

d. 303.6-E – Administra-
tor/Principal Performance 
Standards and Criteria. It 
was moved by Hope and 
seconded by DiPrima to 
delete policy #303.6E as 
presented. The motion 
passed on a 7-0 voice 
vote.

e. 303.8 – Adminis-
trator Civic Activities. It 
was moved by Hope and 
seconded by Wykert to 
approve policy #303.8 as 
presented. The motion 
passed on a 7-0 voice 
vote.

f. 304.2 – Monitoring 
of Administrative Regu-
lations. It was moved by 
Wykert and seconded by 
Steffensmeier to approve 
policy #304.2 as present-
ed. The motion passed on 
a 7-0 voice vote.

g. 400 – Role of and 
Guiding Principles for Em-
ployees. It was moved by 
Wykert and seconded by 
Menke to approve policy 
#400 as presented. The 
motion passed on a 7-0 
voice vote.

h. 400-R – General 
Personnel Regulations. 
It was moved by Wykert 
and seconded by Stef-
fensmeier to delete policy 

#400-R as presented. The 
motion passed on a 7-0 
voice vote.

3. Consider approval 
of agreement with Iowa 
Occupational Safety 
and Health Association. 
The Board reviewed the 
agreement with Iowa 
Occupational Safety and 
Health Association. It was 
moved by Wykert and 
seconded by Menke to 
approve the agreement 
with Iowa Occupational 
Safety and Health Asso-
ciation subject to modifi-
cations agreed upon by 
the District’s attorney. The 
motion passed on a 7-0 
voice vote.

4. Consider appoint-
ment of board member to 
the Ad Hoc Committee for 
QLEO assessment. It was 
moved by Menke and 
seconded by DiPrima to 
approve the appointment 
of board member to the 
Ad Hoc Committee for 
QLEO assessment. After 
discussion, the motion 
was amended to ap-
prove the appointment of 
Director Steffensmeier to 
the Ad Hoc Committee for 
QLEO assessment. The 
motion passed on a 7-0 
voice vote.

5. Teamsters Unit #1 
salary list addition. It was 
moved by Wykert and 
seconded by Menke to 
approve the Teamsters 
Unit #1 salary list addition 
as presented. The motion 
passed on a 7-0 voice 
vote.

Exit Ross: 7:01 p.m.
D. Board Secretary/

Business Manager.
1. Annual transportation 

report for FY2019-2020. 
Transportation Director 
Rich Hand shared infor-
mation from the Trans-
portation Annual Report 
for FY2019-2020. Dis-
cussion followed. It was 
moved by Steffensmeier 
and seconded by Wykert 

to accept the report as 
presented and submitted. 
The motion passed on a 
6-0 voice vote.

VIII. Discussion Items
A. Director of Curricu-

lum and Student Services
1. Fall FAST data report 

K-8 reading and math. Di-
rector of Curriculum and 
Student Services Harmon 
reviewed fall data with 
the Board. Discussion 
followed.

2. Enrollment report. Di-
rector of Curriculum and 
Student Services Harmon 
reviewed enrollment in-
formation with the Board. 
Discussion followed.

B. Superintendent.
1. Virtual instructional 

tour. The Board received 
a virtual instructional tour 
of the high school.

2. Voted PPEL project 
updates. Superintendent 
Slater reviewed the status 
of Voted PPEL projects.

Enter Ross: 7:46 p.m.
3. Updated Return to 

Learn protocols. The 
Board reviewed the 
updated Return to Learn 
protocols.

Break: 8:00 p.m.
End Break: 8:04 p.m.
4. Policies for 1st Read-

ing. The Board reviewed 
policies 401.3 through 
401.14-R-1, 102-104 and 
401-502.4. These policies 
will be brought back at 
a later meeting for final 
approval.

5. IASB Convention. 
The Board discussed at-
tending the IASB Annual 
Convention that will be 
held virtually this year 
from November 17-19.

6. Certified Employee 
Attendance. The certified 
employee attendance 
report was accepted as 
presented.

7. Board Member 
Attendance. The Board 
reviewed and discussed 
the Board member atten-
dance report.

C. Board Secretary/
Business Manager.

IX. Comments from the 
audience. There were 
none.

X. Legislative update. 
The Board received a 
legislative update.

XI. Announcements.
November 2, 2020 6:00 

PM, Work Session, Board 
Room, Central Office

November 16, 2020 
6:00 PM, Regular Meet-
ing, Board Room, Central 
Office

November 17-19, 2020 
IASB Annual Convention

XII. Adjourn. The meet-
ing adjourned at 8:49 p.m.

Tim Wondra, Board 
President

October 19, 2020
Sandra Elmore, Board 

Secretary
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PO Box 366, Fort Madison, IA 52627 • News (319)371.1670 • Advertising (319)316.3621

Honor your family members that answered the 
call to serve in our special Veterans Day edition 

on Wedneday, November 11th.

It is our honor to publish this information. 
There is no charge for this service.

Click this ad to submit your photos and
information using the form on our website

or email it to sales@pencitycurrent.com
or mail it to Pen City Current, PO Box 366,

Fort Madison, IA 52627.

Please include photo (color or black & white), 
veteran’s name, branch of service, tour(s) of duty, 

your name and contact information
in case of questions.

A brief personal message is also welcome.

Submissions are due by the end of the day
Monday, November 9th.

SAMPLE LISTINGS

Leonard Anderson
US Army
Korean War

SSGT Ezekiel 
“Zeke” James 
Ross
Iowa National Guard
Charlie Company 224th 
Engineer Battalion,
Operation Iraqi
Freedom 2004-2005

A Brother in Arms

(NOT SHOWN ACTUAL SIZE)

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fort Madison

Community School 
District

1930 Avenue M
Minutes of the

Special Meeting
October 19, 2020

I. The meeting was 
called to order by Presi-
dent Wondra at 5:34 p.m. 
Directors Hope, Menke, 
DiPrima and Steffens-
meier were present. 
Director Ross participated 
via teleconference. Also 
present were Superinten-
dent Slater and Secretary 
Elmore. Director Wykert 
was absent.

II. Approve the agenda. 
It was moved by Menke 
and seconded by Stef-
fensmeier to approve the 
agenda as presented. 
The motion passed on a 
6-0 voice vote.

III. Closed Session. 
It was moved by Stef-
fensmeier and seconded 
by Menke that a closed 
session be held as autho-
rized by the Open Meet-
ings Law codified at Sec-
tion 21.5(1)(c) to discuss 
strategy with counsel in 
matters that are presently 
in litigation or where liti-
gation is imminent where 
its disclosure would be 
likely to prejudice or dis-
advantage the position of 
the school district in that 
litigation. A roll call vote 
was administered. The 
results of the roll call vote 
were Directors Hope, 
Wondra, Menke, Stef-
fensmeier, DiPrima and 
Ross all responding aye.

Enter Closed Session: 
5:36 p.m.

Enter Wykert: 5:37 p.m.
Return to Open Ses-

sion: 5:59 p.m.
V. Adjourn. The meet-

ing adjourned at 5:59 p.m
Tim Wondra, Board 

President
October 19, 2020
Sandra Elmore, Board 

Secretary

1  IN 3 ADULTS  
HAS PREDIABETES. 
COULD BE YOU, 
 YOUR BARBER, 
YOUR BARBER
BARBER.
YOUR BARBERYOUR BARBER’S

DoIHavePrediabetes.org

WITH EARLY DIAGNOSIS, 
 PREDIABETES CAN BE REVERSED.  
TAKE THE RISK TEST.

#ShopLocal
Support your local

business community!

https://www.pencitycurrent.com/veterans/
http://DoIHavePrediabetes.org


319-469-3951
www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

– Abraham Lincoln

“Most folks are as happy
as they make their minds up to be.”

We wish you and your family good health, peace, & happiness always.
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From the Front

other provincial town offerings are located inside a gated 
play area where children can move about the store fronts 
using their imagination and playing together.

Derr said you won’t see a screen anywhere in the store.
“We want kids to use their imagination and not be in 

front of a screen. That’s still our philosophy.”
Workers loaded up the play buildings, which were part of 

the play area at the Burlington location and brought them 
to Fort Madison. The buildings were moved in through the 
windows at 820 Avenue G. Derr said those are old single 
pane windows and she was worried about removing them, 
but everything went according to plan.

The newly branded toy store features the Melissa & Doug 
toy lines, a Build-A-Bear work station, Megan’s Old Fash-
ioned Ice Cream parlor and lunch counter, and a store full 
of educational toys. Megan’s features panini lunch combos 
and other freshly prepared items and $4.99 kids meals with 
healthy options.

Derr said they will be open 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 7 days a week 
with the new play center open until 6 p.m. She said the last 
hour will be spent cleaning and sanitizing the play areas. 
She said additional cleaning will take place throughout the 
day.

Tuesdays will feature a 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. $5 special. Other 
regular day passes are good for the entire day so if a family 
has to leave they can return as long as the children still have 
their wrist band on. Parents must accompany the children 
in the play center.

On Saturday Oct. 31, children can come to Shug’s for 
trick or treating from 10 a.m. to noon. with advanced pur-
chase tickets. Space is limited. There will also be stations to 
decorate pumpkins that day prior to the Old Settler’s Trick 
or Treat from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. and the citywide trick or treat 
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.

On Sunday, parents were encouraged to come down with 
children and grandchildren to experience the new play 
areas.

“I wanted to try a small event to get things started, but 
this will all start Monday morning for sure,” Derr said.

She’s also talked with the Fort Madison YMCA and wants 
to look at other partnerships with schools. Another idea is 
to work with the Fox Theater for a date night, where parents 
could drop kids off at the play center and then take in a 
movie.

Derr came up with the name Shug’s because her father 
used to call her Shug, short for Sugar, when she was a little 
girl, so she put that name on in honor of her father. The 
play center includes a “Grandma Ruby’s Diner” which is 
named after her mother.

More information will be available on the store’s Face-
book page at https://www.facebook.com/shugstinytown.vj

TOY STORE - Continued from Page 1

New play center opens Monday downtown

Titus Barnes, 3, of Fort Madison tries on some 
of the pirate garb with the help of mom, Jamie 
Barnes, at Shug’s Tiny Town & Educational 
Toys as part of an open house on Sunday af-
ternoon.

and cutting and welding it together to form anything from a 
Loch Ness Monster (in this case, “Empty Nest Monster”) to 
Iowa’s female astronaut, Peggy Whitson, orbiting the earth 
(I’m serious). I go to flea markets to find stuff, and people give 
me junk. Often times I’ll have something for a couple of years 
before I can see a use for it. It begins to talk to me: “Yoo hoo, 
here I am, use me!” Then it takes on a life of its own. My metal 
sculptures are on display or have been on display in Jefferson, 
Fairfield, Oskaloosa and Mt. Pleasant. Some of my photog-
raphy can be seen at the Two Rivers Bank in Mt. Pleasant, 
local restaurants, and the hospital in Ft. Madison. My art 
has received awards in Ft. Madison, Mt. Pleasant and Louisa 
County.

Lately I’ve been into circles. The earth is round, life is round, 
and visions are round (for me anyway). Those old wooden 
wagon wheel rings are perfect for creating all kinds of sculp-
tures from planets to Galapagos turtles. Add bowling balls to 
the rings and the “circle of life” is expanded exponentially. My 
November showing at Ft. Madison will be ripe or rife with cir-
cle sculptures that are 100% original and make great yard art 
or driveway markers. I think of these designs in the middle of 
the night when the creative juices are flowing, my cell phone is 
silent, and there’s no one around to witness my schizophrenia.

In any event, with all that’s going on—the election, pandem-
ic, economic recovery, recovery from the derecho, our unpre-
dictable winter—it should be a “November to Remember.” The 
address for FMAAA is 825 Ave G in Ft. Madison. Back in my 
door-to-door insurance selling days, I called Avenue G in Ft. 
Madison “God Avenue.” With it’s combination of residential 
and business addresses, I had great fortune selling insurance 
on God Avenue. We’ll see if the same holds true for art.

Have a good story? Call or text Curt Swarm in Mt. Pleasant 
at 319-217-0526, email him at curtswarm@yahoo.com or visit 
his website at www.empty-nest-words-photos-and-frames.com

SWARM - Continued from Page 1

Swarm finding focus is 
now on circles

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com
https://www.facebook.com/shugstinytown.vj
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
http://www.empty-nest-words-photos-and-frames.com
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