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TOP POST: Rally at Keokuk PD brings police, protestors together

PROTESTORS,

POLIGE UNIFY

Keokuk resident Leslie Brown holds up a sign in front of the Keokuk Police Department Monday night as
protestors chanted “No Justice-No Peace, No racist police” as part of a peaceful march through the town

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

in the wake of the death of George Floyd at the hands of a Minneapolis Police officer.

JUNE 1, 2020 - 73,916 views, 10,539 engagements

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

KEOKUK - A small black child gave a high-five to a
Keokuk Police officer to wrap up a peaceful protest Monday
night that ended in front of the Keokuk Police Department.

The march was organized by Davion McGhee of Keokuk
and included about 40 men, women and children, black and
white. It ended the way it started, unlike many episodes of
violence in the nation over the past week, with handshakes
and high fives between protestors and law enforcement.

McGhee said she insisted that the march be peaceful in
protest, because racism continues to tilt the balance of justice
in America.

“We want everyone to go home safe and sound,” McGhee
said as members of the protest chanted “No Justice — No
Peace, No racist police”

“I've lived here for four years with my family and we're try-
ing to start a new life. And ever since we've been here we've
encountered racist people, including police officers, and for
what, just the color of our skin?” I just thought we needed to

be heard”

McGhee said she was in Wal-Mart in Keokuk earlier in the
afternoon and heard that they were thinking of closing due
to rioting.

She said she went up to store employees and told them the
protest she was organizing was going to be a peaceful protest.
Wal-Marts around the region closed up stores early and piled
pallets in front of doors as unsubstantiated rumors of wide-
spread vandalism were being planned in the area.

Hy-Vee’s in Fort Madison and Keokuk closed at 8 p.m., In
Fort Madison, Walgreens’ also closed at 8 p.m. and McDon-
alds was closed early.

“I stopped and told them that there wasn't going to be
any riot at all. That it was a peaceful protest. We came down
here for George Floyd because that was injustice, and he still
needs justice”

Floyd died May 25 as a result of a injuries sustained after
Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin, pinned him to the
ground and held his knee to Floyd’s neck for more than eight
minutes. Floyd was accused of trying to pass a fake $20 bill at
a nearby market

LOOKING BACK ON 2020

COVID keeps

area off balance
in May, June

Editor’s Note:

See ya 2020.

There was little to smile about in 2020 and
the loss of our beautiful Kelsey made this
past year at times insurmountable, unbear-
able, and improbable - often all at the same
time.

But pressing on we managed to continue
to provide local coverage of the events that
matter most to you.

From crime, politics and
business, to sports, obitu-
aries, and yes, health, we
put together 224 E-editions,
while maintaining 24/7 web-
site traffic and social media
channels.

Each year as we start the
new year we look back at the news and
events that shaped the lives of those in
north Lee County.

The coronavirus will carry a heavy pres-
ence editorially this year. With daily reports
on 14-day positivity rates, and the actions
taken at all levels of government to help the
public stay clear of the virus that is being
connected to almost 4,000 deaths in Iowa
alone in 2020 took up a lot of column inches
this year.

We've lost loved ones, watched others
suffer from afar, and heard the heroic tales
of the front line health care professionals.

We've written about schools scrambling to
serve the interests of not just students and
staff, but families across Lee County.

And we've seen the gaping holes the virus
has uncovered in our ability to stay connect-
ed in and between our rural communities.

The criteria for selecting the stories is
based on Google analytics and social media
traction on a month-to-month basis. We
will combine two months per issue for the
next six issues.

Current news will continue to be posted
on our website and social media channels.

We hope you enjoy looking back on the
year with us as we usher in a new year with
a glance to regressing coronavirus and the
peace that should follow along.

We thank you for your patronage and
wish you a wonderful new year.

VANDENBERG
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We Remember Our Loved Ones Lost

Zephan William Abel
Lyle E. Acker
William M. “Bill” Adams
Mary L. Amann
Tawnya K. Ammer
Reva Marlene Anderson
David A. Andrews
Ronald David “Dave”
Andrews, Jr.
Carmen Arnold
Opal Jean “Nick” Arnold
Delene Rae Atterberg
Danny C Bailey
Mary “Lucille” Bailey
Nancy Mae Baker
Verlin Morris Baker
Richard W. Baldwin
Wayne E. Ball
Richard Lee Ballew
Warren “Barney” Barnum
Rodney J. Bartholomew
Jack Richford Bartlett
Rosanna Bartlett
William J. Bartlett
Philip “Phil” Beelendorf
Thomas J. Bell
William G. Bennett
Anna Mae “Mick” Bentler
Edna Martha Bentzinger
Rosalie Jane Bentzinger

Dr. Harvey Stanford
Benveniste
Betty Bernice Biddenstadt
Donald Gene “Biggie”
Bigelow, Jr.

Larry J. Blint
Ronald R. Blint
Sharon Kay Bode
Terry Lynn Bode
Elmer John Boegner
Jeannette P. Bolanos
Donald G. Boldt
Randy Keith Boltz
Tilden A. Bottger
Norma L. Boyles
King Edward Bradley, Jr.
Reggie Ray Brannon
Sandra “Sandy” E.
Bremhorst
John W. Briscoe
Devyn Michael Broeker
James William “Buzz”
Brooks, Jr.
Sharon L. Brotherton
Joy Lee Brown
Ramon D. Brown
Carmella Lucy
Brunnelson
Shirley Maxine (Bryant)
Batley

William “Billy” Buckner
Matthew Warren Burford
Ronnie Lee Butler
Julia Louise Byrne
George William “Bill”
Cackley
Kevin Greg “Pops”
Cahoon
Mary Louise Calfee
Margaret Jean Campbell
Mary Marjorie Campbell
(Peterson)
Ronald Eugene Carr
Billy Joe Carroll
Richard L. “Dick” Carson
Jackie “Jack” D. Carter
Charles A. Chambers
Brad J. Christensen
Evelyn D. Christian
Jeremy Scott Claman
Dewey Lee Clark
June Anne Clippert
Sharon L. Cockrell
Mary Jo Cole
Henry Edward Collins, Jr.
Louise Collins
Dustin Thompson Colyer
Cheryl Connors
Jay Frank Cook
Benita B. Coons

Laura Joan Cooper
Larry Gene Coppage
Rosena M. “Skip”
Coppage
Joseph “Joe” Daniel
Corvaia
Cecil Eugene Cossel, Jr.
Dr. Rick C. Courtney
Joyce S. Cowles
Karen J. Cox
Ruby Rose (Cron) Smith
Vida Suzanne Curtis
Barbara A. Custer
Edna Jean Daggs
John Charles Paul
Daugherty
Mary Alice Davis
Peggy F. Davis
Alma Cora Dawson
Gary L. Dawson
Patricia Beth Decker Finley
Michael J. DeHaven
Cheryl Lynn Denning
Earl Edward DePew, Jr.
Marianna Derr
Betty Jo Dial
Ray Thomas “Tom”
Dickson, II
Doris Ditto
Edward L. Dodds

Pothitakis Dentistry
Now Accepting New Patients.

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry

319-372-3614

Burlington Dental Associates

319-753-2515

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry West

319-372-4882

Burlington Family Dentistry

319-752-7993

6 Convenient Locations to Serve You

www.DrMarkDDS.com

Mediapolis Dental Care

319-394-3255

New London Dental Care

319-367-2311

Elizabeth Jane Dodge
James L. Doore
Alga “Colleen” Douglas
Judith Kay Dowell
Thomas J. Durgin
Nancy Sue Eads
Donna S. Eaves
Jack Edward Eaves
Dale Joseph Eckhardt
Elizabeth Edwards
Lillian Renee Lynn Eid
Patricia Elder
Jerry Elliott
Franklin “Frank” L. Ellis
Calvin Elschlager
Francis Mark Enderle
Connie Sue Estes
Cindy J. Faul
Harry E. Fedler
Gary Felgar
Thomas Harold Ferguson
Connie Ferrill
James M. “Jim” Fish
Roy Edward Flatten
Mary Ann Fleckenstein
Eleanor Louise Folluo
].D. Boyd Foster
A.B. “Sonny” Fraise
Dale S. Fraise
David J. Fraise
Eugene Stace Fraise
Chase William Frank
Kevin W. Fuget
Ann Fullenkamp
Judy Ann Fullenkamp
Bendlage
Milton C. Garrison
Douglas Gates
Carol “Eileen” Gaylord
Dolores H. Genck
Stephen Ray Genck
Theresa Giannaris
Noreen Ruth Gilbert
Jerry Lee Gillespie, Jr.
Thomas Edison
Gilman, Jr.
Laura M. Glidewell
Jeanne Juanita
Golembiewski
Esther Elizabeth Gray
Daniel Thomas Green
Victoria Marie Green
Steven E. Greenig
Steven Griffiths
Martha E. “Marcy”
Grimwood
Alice Jane Groene
John William Grogan
Aarin ] Guzman
Eleanor Eunice “Ellie”
Hagmeier
Ora J. Halferty
Felix M. Hall
Evelyn M. Hamilton
Neoma M. Hamm
Dennis Dean Hamma
Tony O’Neil Hand
Carol K. Hardin
Linda Kay Hardin Ohnout-
ka
Nedra Hardin Adkins
Elaine M. Harlow

n 2020

John “Jack” Harrington
Allen Dale Harrison
Charles “Charlie” G. Har-
rison
Gary Dean Harryman, Jr.
Carla Hart
Connie Charlene Hart
William “Bill” Allan Hart
Jared Walton Hasek
Carol Ann Hasenclever
Hazel L. Hawes
Garnet M. Hayes
William Henry Hayes
Joan D. Hays
Patricia Heidbreder
Thomas R. Helling
John Joseph Helwig
Christopher R. Hemphill
Betty Kathryn (Herzog)
Thompson
Dennis A. “Butch” Heth
Rita Jeanne (Hierstein) Hull
Robert Martin Higby
Daril Dewayne Hill
Theresa Ann Hillgartner
Frances Marie Hilpert
Ronald C. Hines, Sr.
Delmar John Hirschler
Dorothy K. Hoffman
Jennifer L. Holliday
Francis E. Holmes
Raymond Homer Holt
Delbert Stephen
Holtkamp
Donald Ambrose
Holtkamp
Carol Honadel
Jerry D. Honadel
Thelma “Louise” Hope
Linda Sue Horn
Michael Dean Horn
Beverly J. Hoskins
Earl E. Hoskins
Roger Dale Hoskins
Fredrick Leroy Howe
Patty F. Howell
Dominyck Ray Hubbard
Harvey “Bud” Huffman, Jr.
Viola Irene Hunold
Dixie Diane Huss
Ruth Frances Hutson
Howard Francis Hymes
Judith A. “Judy” Ikerd
Norman (Putt) Alfred
Inman
Debra J. Ireland
Tony Jacobsmeier
Ann A. James
Marie Kay James
Sandra Kay Janssen
Kathryne R. “Kay” Jeftries
James E. Jenkins
Dale Wayne Johnson
Marc Raymond Johnson
Dolores Ann Jones
Robert “Bob” Jack Jones
Wade P. Jones
Nola J. Joy
Elizabeth “Betty” Kaiser
Maurice Fred “Junior”
Kaltefleiter, Jr.
Jerry J. Kamp

Charles Vandenberg, Editor

(319).371.1670

editor(@pencitycurrent.com

Lee K. Vandenberg, Sales Manager

(319).371.4125

sales(@pencitycurrent.com

Member LION Publishers

www.lionpublishers.com

Pen City Current and www.pencitycurrent.com are products of
Market Street Publishing, LLC. Pen City Current is published
Sunday through Friday mornings by 6AM.

Copyright © 2016 by Pen City Current
All published materials are property of Pen City Current

and cannot be used without express written permission.

Founded in 2016
P.O. Box 366 | Fort Madison, IA



http://www.DrMarkDDS.com

€

Pen City Current - Wednesday, January 6, 2021 - 3

2020 - A Year in Review: May & June

We Remember Qur Loved Ones Lost m 2020

Patrick J. Kamp
Robert Lewis Kaufman
Jack L. “Pappason” Kay
Geraldine Mable Kayser

Davis
Sister Patricia Keating
Kenneth James “Jim” Kersten
Gertrude Julia Ketcham
Anna Ruth King
Michael J. Kinman
Audrey A. Kipp
Bernice Kirchner
Patti A. Kirchner
Hila (Kirkpatrick) Nickel
Jerry J. Knapp
David William Knowles
Mary Maxine Kokjohn
James Ernest Koller
Lucene T. Kramer
Charles “Chuck” Wayne
Kratzer
Lillian “Lil” Faye Kraus
Hilda K. Krogmeier
Judith Kay Patricia “Judy”
Krogmeier
Karen T. Krogmeier
Ronald Eugene
Krogmeier
Linda Jo Kruse

Terry Kunde

Michael Todd Lamm
Nellie Mae Ruth Lamma
Annabelle Lammering
Wendell Woodson Land
Keith J. Landis
Richard D. Lanfranco
Neal Lassmann
Kimberly Marie Lefler
Analie S. Leininger
Carolyn Jean (LeMaster)
Potts
Eleanor A. Link
Georgia Ann Long
James R. “Sonny” Lovell
Helen Ann Lowenberg
Mark Lowman
Anita Darlene Luckett
James C. Ludwig
Roland Edward
Mansheim
William Henry Marple
Norma D. Marshall
Richard Joseph Marshall
Clyde Herman Martin, Jr.
Donna Martin-Netherton
Larry G. Martin

Karen R. Martinez
Thomas Wayne Matheis
Allen Lee Matous
Clifford Mathew Matta
Gerald S. Matter
Michael “Mike” Philip
Mauzy
Rebecca Ann Mauzy
Ray P. McCarl
Wanda M. McClellan
Vearl Hatfield McCombs
Mary M. “Betty”
McDowell
Patrick Leonard McEntee
Addison Layne McFerren
R. Forrest McFerren
Kevin McGee
Ronald Lee McIntosh
Helen McMillan
Margaret Mary McMullen
Emilie Jean (McNamara)
Grice Miler
Carol Jean McVey
Betty J. Mead
Mabel Medaris
John R. Medland
Robert “Bob” Mehmert
Betty Mary Meierotto
Wilkens
Mary Margaret “Margie”
Meierotto
Dianne (Dinah) Lee Mein-
hardt
Mae Lu Meister
Carolina M. Mendez
Amy C. Menke
Corinne “Cory” Menke
Leroy “Pete” Delmar Menke
Susan J. Meredith
Eileen Alberta (Mertens)
Wheeler
Sharon Ann Mertens
Larry Dean
Messerschmitt
Charlotte D. Mettenburg
Jereldene Muenzenmaier
Cathy L. Meyers
Mary Alice Mikels Rockel
Worden
Norma L. Miller
Ruby Emma Mitchell
Carl W. Moeller
Vera May Mohart
Dawn Marie Monical
Robert C. Morawitz
Robert Joseph Morrison

Rebecca Sue “Susie”
Mortimer
Mary E. Mower
Richard “Rick” Munoz
Sheri Lynn Needham
Frances A. Neff
H. Wayne Nelson
Frances Christine “Chris’
Nerhus
Darla Jo Newberry
Richard E. Newberry
Louise E. Newby
Victoria “Vickie” L.
Nichols
Robert B. “Bob”
Nicholson
Sandra Kay “Sandy”
Nicholson
G. Sam Nicol
Mary E. Noel
Daniel Keith Nolan, Sr.
June Marie Odell
Deanna Rose Osborne
Delores “Dodie” Page
Tony “Bones” Palmer
Erma I. Parlier
Ronald “Ron” Edward Payne
Elaine B. Peitz
Virginia Ruth “Ginny”
(Perau) Danielson
Donna Marie Persky
Jacob “Jake” Alan Pezley
William J. (Bud) Pieper
Milton Robert “Bob” Poet-
ting
Phyllis Agnes Pollpeter
Richard M. Poulter
Leroy Pounder
Steven Lee Powelson
Richard E. “Dick” Powers
Carmen M. Prado
Myron Wayne Pundt
Beverly R. Rahn
Steven A. Rankin
William Delbert Real
Gwendolyn Diane Redd
Carol G. Reed
Liam Shayne Reittinger
Marvin “Dale”
Richardson
David L. Richers, Jr.

>

Janie Lynn Richers
Jean Marie Rickelman
Eileen M. Riley
Freda Mae (Riley)
Benedict
Charles E. Rippenkroeger
Cynthia Christine
Rippenkroeger
Betty Sue Riter
Carol S. Robbins
Joan E. Roberts
Ronald R. Roberts
Leonard L. “Jeff”
Rockhold
Michael Paul “Mike” Rodefer
Carla D. Rodeffer
Eugene “Chink” George
Rooney
Nina M. Rubemeyer
Sharon E. Sander
Carl Joseph Sanders
Frances Lorinda Glory
Sanders
Francis John “Frank” Sartory
JoAnn M. Sayler
Connie Sue Schmitz
Oweda Irene Schneider
Robert Andrew Schneider
Donald Lemoyne
Schrader
William Eugene Schulze
Nicholas James “Nick”
Schwartz
Paul Leo Scott
Franklin D. Secord
Ray Stephen Selby
Mary Kathryn Sickels
Celia Siegrist
Kelly E. Skelton
Belva A. Skinner
Barbara Ann Smith
Irene Smith
Joseph M. “Little Joe” Smith
Michael T. “Mickey” Smith
John “Jack” Smutzer
David Eugene Soppe
Jan Lee Sorensen
Gary Allen Sprague
Gregory John “Buzz” Stark
Wayne Earl St. Clair
Lois “Reta” Steele

Richard “Rick” Steffen
Dennis R. Stein
Roxanne E.D. Stemple
Philomena Rose
Stephenson
Madison Germain
Sterne, (M.G.)
Verlan Lee Stevens, Sr.
Albert L. “Al” Stevenson
Joan Lee Stevenson
Veta M. Stewart
Laura Evelyn Stoneburner
Jean Ann St.Ores
James “Jim” T. Strunk
Patricia Stutes Pfeiferling
Wendell “Wayne”
Summers II
Frank W. Sunden
Charles “Chuck” Super
Robert Allen “Bob” Sutton
Sandra K. Sutton
Gary Alan Swainey
Amy Michelle
Swinderman
Mark Alan Swinderman
Elizabeth “Betty” L.
Thannert
Jacqulin K. Thompson
Richard A. Thompson
Shirley Anne Thompson
Dawn M. Todd
Terry Kay Todd
Barbara “Barb” Jean
Tompkins
Dennis Warren Toops
Carolyn Vivian Trelstad
William “Bill” Allen Trimble
Elbert E. Tripp
Kevin Lynn Tripp
Michael Turner
Geneva M. Tutwiler
Linda Carolyn Uchida
Darlene Mary Umthun
Robert S. “Bob” Vance
Kelsey Ray Vandenberg
Randy K. “R.V” Vass
Norma Jeanne Vaughn
Margaret Joy Vice

Irwin R. “Sonny” Wade, Jr.
Edward L. “One Feather”
Wagner
Pumphrey Walker
Stanley Eugene Walker
Susan P. Walker
Thomas “Tommy” Dean
Ward
Carl Linn Washburn
Josephine Marie
Waterman
James Ronald “Ron” Weber
Lucille Helen Weiler
Siegfried K. Weiler
Miriam Ellen Weisinger
David L. Weller
Clinton ] Wellman
Crescentia Wellman
Eva Marie Wellman
Gary Kimball Welsh
Kathryn Ann “Kathy”
Wemette
Betty Jean Wendorf
John Jack West
John Charles Westercamp
Billy “Rene” Whalen
Kenneth “Duck”
Whitaker
Dennis Michael White
Linda Charlene Williams
Theresa Jeannette
(Williamson) Slaughter
House
Eugene “Gene”
Wilmesmeier
Mary “Joan” Wilson
Harold E. Wilson
Bernard Wingerter
Bertha C. Witte
William (Bill) Francis Wolf
Christopher M. Wolfskill
Norman Keith Woods
Shirley Antoinette Worrell
Deborah Amelia Wright
J.D. Wyatt, Jr.

Lasca E. Yerington
Jane Ellen Zane
Jeneale J. Zumdome

Tony Fullenkamp
Financial Advisor
1233 Ave H

Ft Madison, IA 52627
319-372-8001

edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Rocking around the Christmas tree
to help save you money

Give us a call today
Auto Home Business Life

Welch’s Insurance
319-835-5000



http://www.WelchsIns.com
https://www.edwardjones.com/financial-advisor/index.html?CIRN=XuzVgl%2FXdroPysL7z3eNO9tiFzGCeZTUnmQWgYFBD%2BSAh0ylrdsm2H2yi8CRoAP9
http://www.MenkeCo.com
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MAY 23,2020 - 7,636 views, 1,063 engagements MAY 23, 2020 -
4,978 views, 2,333 engagements

Search group finds
Argyle man’s body

near DM river

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

ARGYLE - The body of an Argyle man was recov-
ered by a search team at 9:20 a.m. Saturday morning in
southern Lee County.

57 year-old Jacob Pezley was discovered deceased by
members of the search party. Preliminary information
indicates Pezley had fallen from a 50-foot wall near
a bridge, but the official cause of death has not been
determined as of this publishing

Lee County Sheriff Stacy Weber called for a canvass
of the area surrounding the railroad tracks just off the
Des Moines River near Belfast Road Saturday at 9 a.m.

About 80 people joined in the search on foot and
Te" me about it. N StUd ATV/UTVS, whi%e deputies manned the railroad tracks

to relay information from the search teams.
The Fort Madison City Senior Cruise was held through Fort Madison on May 23. Mayor Matt | “Mr. Pezley was located near a Railroad Bridge,
Mohrfeld handed out cards to seniors showing the most pride and enthusiasm. Above Mohrfeld | nearby the area the vehicle was located this week, and

gives a Starbucks card to FMHS senior Raven Harriott who dressed up as Sandra Dee from | it appears he died from a fall, of which, the height was
the movie Grease. approximately 45-50 feet,” Weber said.

JUNE 25, 2020 -
5,434 views, 1,402
engagements

1 We are where you are, o’

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

FM man in
countyjail

BY CHUCK

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY - A
high speed chase Thurs-
day afternoon has result-
ed in the arrest of a Fort
Madison man on multiple
charges stemming from
a vehicle theft in Fort
Madison.

Simarius Jefferson,

22 of Fort Madison was
LEARN MORE arrested and taken into
custody following a trip
>>> to Fort Madison Com-
munity Hospital after the
silver Ford he allegedly
stole had tires damaged
from stop sticks and he
collided with another

vehicle.
- - Local police and a sher-
ift’s deputy were alerted

to the stolen vehicle
shortly after it was report-

® ed stolen from Casey’s in

the 1200 block of Avenue
l O I O ‘f e H in Fort Madison.
A civilian spotted the

[ vehicle heading north out

S aw n gs B a n k of Fort Madison on Hwy.

61 and deputies were
soon chasing the vehicle

through Lee County to-
ward Des Moines County,
where law enforcement

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com there deployed stop

sticks.

Member FDIC @ Equal Housing Lender
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JUNE 16,2020 - 50,896 views, 3,013 engagements
COVID forces cancellation of Sweet Corn Festival

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

WEST POINT - The West Point Community Club
voted 27-10 Monday night to cancel this year’s summer
festival.

A group of about 50 met under the shelter house in the
park that annually hosts thousands of people munching
on sweet corn and other festival offerings for four days
each year in August.

Justin Mehmert, one of the chairs of this year’s event
said the move was all about safety in the wake of the
COVID-19 pandemic that’s rained on summer parades...

and festivals, across the country.

“We weighed out the pros and cons and there was just
too much risk in having it this year,” Mehmert said fol-
lowing the vote.

“We had to put public safety first and we couldn’t put
everyone in this park and feel we were acting responsibly”

The club voted 27-10 to not have the event this year
with six other club members voting for an abbreviated
fair that featured the carnival and some carry out food.

Deina Merschbrock, of Sonny’s Supermarket told the
group she advocated for an abbreviated festival.

“People think that the festival just helps the bars in
town, but it goes way deeper than that. I've heard in the

past that even salons get an uptick in business.”

West Point Mayor Paul Walker, who's a member of the
club abstained in his vote, and said he was torn on the
issue.

“We have to be safe, but this impacts so many people
and requires so many volunteers. What if we would have
went ahead but didn’t get those volunteers this year. That
would have been a huge problem.”

A representative with the amusement company that
brings in the carnival was on hand and said festivals
across the Midwest were starting to reopen, and even
some that had cancelled their plans were now reaching
back out to see if the carnival was still available.

MAY 3,2020 -
6,024 views, 1,408 engagements

Flower Cottage
closes as GOVID

pounds retailers

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - She was thinking about closing
anyway after more than 12 years running her own busi-
ness, but the COVID-19 pandemic and the hurdles of
securing any assistance didn’t help the situation.

Diane Spiekermeier, owner of The Flower Cottage
located at 12th Street and Avenue E, said she will have
to shutter The Flower Cottage business as a result of the
pandemic.

Spiekermeier said some staffing issues had her think-
ing about closing the business anyway, but when the
state put restrictions on things like prom, graduation,
and Easter. When groups were restricted to less than
10, she lost revenue from funerals as well.

“I was thinking about closing the flower shop due to
some staft issues. 'm not foolish enough to think I can
do my own,” Spiekermeier said. “June 1 was target date
to make a decision and now I've lost all those holidays
and there’s no sympathy work because no one can go to
the funeral homes”.

So the handwriting may have been on the wall, but
Spiekermeier said trying to secure loans and grants
from the state has been a nightmare.

With the staffing issues, Spiekermeier said she was
extremely busy trying to keep everything going herself
and then trying to navigate through websites of the
Iowa Economic Development Authority and Small
Business Administration to try and find some assis-
tance during the closures.

319-372-5201

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA
52627

Tony@tawins.com

W-2319018

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Fort Madison Police Officer Joshua Wade mans a hose while Fort Madison firefighters look for
occupants of a house fire Monday night in Fort Madison.

MAY 11,2020 - 8,941 views, 1,626 engagements
Police, firefighters battle house fire on Avenue L

PCC STAFF

\FORT MADISON - Fort Madison firefighters were called
to the scene of a home on fire Monday night just after 9 p.m.
in the 1900 block of Avenue L.

When firefighters arrived flames were coming from the in-
side of the home at 1924 Avenue L and had engulfed the front
porch due to something catching on fire on a pool table in the
home, according to witnesses and LeeComm dispatchers.

The fire resulted in an all-call which pulls in all city fire-

fighters. Emergency crews from Lee County Ambulance, as
well as Fort Madison police officers at different times were
manning hoses as firefighters searched the home for occu-
pants.

Lee County Assessors indicate the home is owned by De-
nise Kempker and is valued at $26,650.

Preliminary reports indicated there were no injuries and
the exact cause of the fire remains unknown as of this post-
ing.

Good Food for All

At Sonny’s, we're committed to offering you

quality groceries at affordable prices

in a healthy & safe environment.

Thank you for shopping local. Stay safe!

Call for curhbside pickup

319.837.6126

327 5 Street, West Point, I1A
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https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
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MAY 19,2020 - 5,878 views, 672 engagements

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Sanitized salon

Hidden Beauty owners Tina Hauck and Davette Jurgenson sanitize
the salon Friday morning as Gov. Kim Reynolds reopened the salons
across the state in May at 50%. She extended that to full service again
in June.

MAY 35,2020 - 5,470 views, 1,700 engagements
Keokuk PD makes arrest in 2004 murder

BY PCC STAFF

KEOKUK - In April of 2017, the Division of Criminal Investigation’s (DCI) Ma-
jor Crime Unit and the Keokuk Police Department reopened the investigation into
the June 2004 death of Bonnie Callahan, 73, of Keokuk.

On June 15, 2004, family members reported Callahan missing. Later in the day,
Callahan’s body was found along the bank of the Mississippi River in Keokuk. The

ircumstances surrounding Callahan’s death were considered suspicious. The inves-
tigation identified Nathanial Leo Ridnour, 34, as a suspect in Callahan’s homicide.

The Keokuk Police Department and the DCI ‘s Major Crime Unit provided an
updated case briefing to the Lee County Attorney’s Office and the Iowa Attorney
General’s Office (Area Prosecutions). On May 4, 2020, an arrest warrant was issued
for Ridnour for the murder of Callahan. Murder in the First Degree is a violation of
Section 707.2(1) of the Code of Iowa, a Class A Felony. If convicted, the charge car-
ries a life sentence without the possibility of parole. On May 5, 2020, Ridnour was
taken into custody by the Delaware County Sherift’s Office on the arrest warrant.

This was a joint investigation by the DCI’s Major Crime Unit, the Keokuk Police
Department, the DCI Crime Scene Team, the Delaware County Sherift’s Office,
the Lee County Sherift’s Office, the Iowa State Medical Examiner’s Office, the Lee
County Attorney’s Office and the Iowa Attorney General’s Office (Area Prosecu-
tions).

JUNE 10,2020 - 5,432 views, 920 engagements
Reynolds reopened lowa

businesses on June 12

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

DES MOINES - Most state businesses can go back to full capacity starting Friday,

June 12 at 8 a.m.

At a Wednesday morning press conference from the state capital, Reynolds made
the announcement and said businesses need to still adhere to six foot social distanc-
ing guidelines, while enhancing hygiene and sanitation practices.

“Eliminating capacity restrictions will allow businesses the flexibility to adjust
their specific operations accordingly to best meet the needs of staff and clients,”

Reynolds said.

She said the move also applies to salons, barbershops, tattoo parlors, swimming
pools and senior centers, casinos, racetracks, malls, venues, and other businesses the

limitation applied to.

Iowa has seen more than 200,000 residents tested, or 1 of every 16 Iowans. Reyn-
olds said since the end of April numbers have been trending down. Overall, test of
the state’s residents are coming back with an 11.1% positive rate. Reynolds said even
with the increased number of tests being done the positivity rate for Tuesday was

5.4%.

Iowans hospitalized with the virus stood at 245 across the state as of Tuesday with
73 in Intensive Care Units. Those numbers compare to 394 hospitalizations one
month ago, 152 of whom were in ICUs.

“Changes are a result of the positive forward momentum that were generating in
Iowa and we must keep it going.,” Reynolds said.

“We know COVID will remain in our state for a while, but we also know what
we can do to mitigate, manage, and contain it while we safely and responsibly move

forward with life”

JUNE 10,2020 - 5,432 views, 920 engagements
FM Post office sees coronavirus
outbreak among workers

BY CHUCK

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - A
spokeswoman for the
United States Postal Ser-
vice confirmed Monday
that the Fort Madison Post
Office has two confirmed
cases of COVID-19.

Nicole Hill, a communi-
cations specialist with the
Northland and Hawkeye
Districts of the USPS
confirmed the cases via
email Monday afternoon
and said the employees are
currently recovering.

The Pen City Current
had received several mes-
sages of up to five postal
workers out of a staff of 27
at the facility have been
put in self-isolation.

As of Sunday eve-
ning, Lee County has
had 18 confirmed cases
of COVID-19, with no
deaths. Thirteen of those

cases are classified as
recovered. Des Moines
County has had 40
confirmed cases and one
death with 15 reported as
recovered. Henry County
now has had 43 confirmed
cases with one death and
29 reported recovered.

Hill wrote that under
current law, she couldn’t
comment on any other
staft under self isolation.

“We are working in
conjunction with the
local public health office
(and) are following their
guidance,” Hill wrote. “We
believe the risk is low for
employees who work at
the facility, but we will
keep our employees ap-
prised as new information
and guidance becomes
available”

“The mail and the public
is safe. Coronaviruses
are thought to be spread
primarily through air-
borne respiratory droplets

resulting from a sneeze,
cough or ordinary speech.
Although the virus can
survive for a short period
of time on some surfaces,
both (Centers for Disease
Control) and the United
States Surgeon General
have indicated that it is
unlikely to be spread from
domestic or international
mail, products or packag-
ing”

Hill said the Postal
Service is also currently
working to overcome the
challenges in securing
hand sanitizer, surgical
masks and gloves, as well
as reinforcing workplace
behaviors to ensure that
contact between workers,
and the public is mini-
mized.

Heather Trimble, the
postmaster at the Fort
Madison office declined to
comment on the situation
when reached Thursday
afternoon. She direct-
ed all questions to the
district office in St. Paul,
Minn. However Trimble
did submit a letter to Pen
City Current that can be
located at the following
link: https://www.pencity-
current.com/2020/05/11/
postmaster-keeping-post-
al-employees-safe-let-
ter-to-the-editor/.



https://www.facebook.com/shugstinytown/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/2020/05/11/postmaster-keeping-postal-employees-safe-letter-to-the-editor/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/2020/05/11/postmaster-keeping-postal-employees-safe-letter-to-the-editor/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/2020/05/11/postmaster-keeping-postal-employees-safe-letter-to-the-editor/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/2020/05/11/postmaster-keeping-postal-employees-safe-letter-to-the-editor/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/2020/05/11/postmaster-keeping-postal-employees-safe-letter-to-the-editor/
https://completerentalfm.com/
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JUNE 17,2020 - 5,250 views, 476 engagements
Courtney comes out of retirement
to join Pothitakis dental group

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - “It’s good to be home”
Those were the words from Dr. David Courtney Thursday afternoon from behind
a desk at Family Dentistry West in Fort Madison.
Courtney’s clearly comfortable being back where he wants to be - helping Fort

Madison families.

The renowned Fort Madison dentist came out of retirement on June 1 to help

Avenue J.

COURTNEY

the people he calls family.
Courtney joins Dr. Pothitakis and Dr. Stephanie Heyland and staff at Pothitakis’

newest office just east of the Baxter Sports Complex, across from Lost Bear Coffee on

48th Street. The office can be reached at 319-372-4882.
“It’s just been great,” Courtney said of his first two days back in the office. “I was
surprised how good it felt. It’s good to see people I hadn't seen in years.”
Courtney retired in October of 2016 and moved to St. Louis, but he said the small
town kid in him brought him back to Fort Madison.
“I don’t like the city. 'm a small town kid. I went to high school here and every-
thing. This is just coming back home.
Convincing Courtney to come back to work was a small hurdle.

“People were talking to me about it and Dr. Pothitakis talked to me about it and I
said, “Sure... it sounds like fun”
Courtney is an avid cyclist having done RAGBRAI about seven times, and Rocky
Mountain runs in Colorado. Daily he still rides either 18.5 miles or 26 miles. He said

of his life.

with clients at Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis’ Family Dentistry West at 4723

It takes about five seconds to realize that Courtney, who operated
his own dental office for 37 years at 525 Avenue G, is completely at
ease coming out of retirement.

You won't see his trademark lightning bolt head dress or the super
soakers... yet, but the Fort Madison native is still happy to be around

ethe coronavirus has pulled him back a day here and there, but he says cycling is part

“I'm just addicted. This is my 32nd or 33rd year of riding that much every day,”

Courtney said.

JUNE 9,2020 - 5,044 views, 479 engagements
LCCB opens Pollmiller at no charge for summer

BY PCC STAFF
MONTROSE - Area
residents will have access
to the Pollmiller Beach
at Pollmiller Park at no

charge this year.

At Tuesday’s regular
meeting of the Lee Coun-
ty Conservation Board,
the board discussed
Pollmiller Park opera-
tions going forward in the
hopeful wake of the coro-
navirus and COVID-19
illness.

The board approved
opening the beach from 8
a.m. to 7 p.m. and moving
from five days a week to
seven days a week start-
ing Friday at the latest,
according to Lee County
Conservation Director
Nathan Unsworth.

Several residents en-
couraged the Lee County
Conservation District to
open the Pollmiller Park

beach as the state contin-
ues to reopen sectors of
the state’s economy on a
limited basis.

Ashley Grinnell said
her family has camped at
Pollmiller the last couple
years every weekend.

“The beach is some-
thing we utilize every
day especially during the
hot weather. I think just
having it at the discretion
of the parent and know-
ing social distancing is
important,” Grinnell said.

Several other residents
on the teleconference
meeting said they too
favored having the beach
open under the discretion
of parents.

Unsworth said it’s
important to look at the
Pollmiller Park opera-
tions for a standpoint of
public safety and not just
financially.

1301 37th St., Fort Madison | 319-372-9145

The district would
normally charge $1 per
person to use the beach
and would average 100 to
150 people per day, with
heavy usage at 250 people.

onePAC

Lee County sees first
COVID-related death

JUNE7,2020 - 5,140 views, 1,068 engagements

FORT MADISON - Today the Iowa Department of Public Health (IDPH) and Lee
County Health Department (LCHD) announced the first death from Lee County
related to COVID-19.

LCHD extends their deepest sympathy to this individual’s family, and would like
to encourage the public to remain respectful of this family’s privacy during this
difficult time. Due to Iowa Code Chapter 22 no other information or details will be
released.

IDPH and LCHD have also identified two additional cases of COVID-19 in the
county, one middle-age adult and one older adult who are currently in isolation. This
makes 37 confirmed cases in Lee County to date with 25 reported cases as recovered.

We encourage interested residents to access the Iowa Coronavirus website at
https://coronavirus.iowa.gov if interested in county testing data, confirmed case
counts, and other useful information.

JUNE7,2020 - 5,140 views, 1,068 engagements
Panel recommends Dallas ambulance firm

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY - You wouldn't say it passed with flying colors, but a county advi-
sory panel voted 6-2 on Friday afternoon to recommend a Dallas-based ambulance
service to county supervisors.

The committee met after an hour-long Q&A with reps from American Medical
Response Friday morning, to hash out a recommendation for the Lee County Board.
That board will have the final vote on whether to move forward with the service.

Supervisors Gary Folluo and Rick Larkin both voted for the move, although both
indicated that it’s a difficult decision and the county is running out of time.

The county’s current contract with Lee County EMS Ambulance Inc., runs out on
June 30, and officials there said they will not sign a new contract unless the county
ponies up an additional $450,000 bring the county’s subsidy to $950,000 annually.

AMR is asking for $450,000 annually to provide three ambulances with a para-
medic and EMT in each rig running 24/7.

Fort Madison and Keokuk Fire Departments both submitted bids asking for more
than $900,000 each to cover the county. Fort Madison Fire Chief Joey Herren said
those were large numbers, but the cost would very likely come down year over year,
with the city having access to public funds that private services don’t.

In addition, Iowa legislators could be considering a bill when they resume session,
to make ambulance services essential services which would change the whole land-
scape of private and public ambulance services by allowing governmental agencies to
assess a tax to cover cost associated with providing the service.

your medication
made easy

free delivery or mailing

rashiddrug.com

>


https://www.rashiddrug.com
https://tammyreynolds.fbfsagents.com/
https://coronavirus.iowa.gov
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JUNE 29,2020 - 4,856 views, 1,243
engagements

Design error slows part
of Hwy. 61 rehab

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - Crews have poured concrete on
most of the stretch of Hwy. 61 from 2nd to 6th, but a
gaffe in plans caused about 200 feet of new west bound
concrete had to be torn out last week.

On June 11, workers with Jones Contracting out of
West Point started laying concrete at Business 61 and
Avenue G running west around the curve toward the
former Sheafter building.

Several days later officials noticed an error in the

This section of Hwy. 61 that was poured on June 11, had to been torn out due to a design error,
the cost of which was absorbed by the engineering firm on the project.

According to Mohrfeld, who's comments were based ~ vations were wrong and it was at the point where there

design plans and had to tear out several hundred feet, on an update he received from Bousselot last week, was no other recourse than to take it out and repour it,”

according to Fort Madison Mayor Matt Mohrfeld, had  there was some misunderstanding between the city’s Mobhrfeld said.

to be torn out. engineer on the project, HR Green of Cedar Rapids Mohrfeld couldn’t put a dollar figure on the cost to
City Public Works Director Mark Bousselot and City ;4 the surveyor for the work — Bruner, Cooper, and replace the concrete, but he did say that the engineer

Manager David Varley were both out of the office Mon- 7,k Tnc. with offices in Galesburg, Burlington, and and the subcontractor have worked that out and the

day and couldn’t respond to questions on the issue, but  pettendorf.
Mohrfeld said the city will not be on the hook for any
additional expenses, and the project is still on schedule.

city will not be on the hook for the cost. He also said
“When they picked a line for the elevations, it would  the project will not be set back as far as time because of
appear that either they picked the wrong line or the ele-  the error.
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JUNE 19,2020 - 5,100 views, 667 engagements

Offender sweep Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC
Lee County Sheriff's Deputy Steve Sproul, left, & Det. Clint Wray, look
over results of a sex offender sweep Wednesday. The sweep netted
several arrests and additional warrants for offenders not being in the

County sells off 6 acres for slip ramp
JUNE 13,2020 - 4,531 views, 926 engagements

PCC STAFF

LEE COUNTY - A slip ramp the Iowa Department of Transportation is building
to allow easier access to Hwy. 61 for Siemens wind blades, will require purchasing
some land from the county.

The property is part of the Lee County Conservation District’s Trumpeter Marsh
habitat across the conservation center at Heron Bend. A public hearing on the matter
has been set for July 7, at the next regular Lee County Board of Supervisor’s meeting.

LCCD Director Nathan Unsworth said the project has been in the works for a
while and he’s had numerous conversations with DOT officials.

“One component for this to happen was for the DOT to acquire .79 acres at the
Trumpeter Marsh area that we own. It was donated by local conservation groups to
the board,” he said.

The Lee County Conservation Board discussed the item last week and has recom-
mended that the sale be considered.

“They see this as a public safety issue for the county, as we have wind blades pulling
onto the highway and blocking traffic,” Unsworth said.

registered locations.

MAY 28, 2020 - 5,025 views, 980 engagements
€ .. .
Prairie Farms donates dairy boxes

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - Volunteers with
the Fort Madison Food Pantry helped
hand out 96 boxes of free Prairie Farms
dairy products in less than a half an
hour Thursday morning.

The program was announced earlier
this week and even before 9 a.m. area
residents were lined up in the Holy Trin-
ity Catholic High parking lot to receive
the free boxes.

The giveaways will take place on
Thursdays through July 2nd and Lin
Cramer, president of the food pantry
board said next week the supply will
increase to 400 boxes.

Each box contains two gallons of 2%
milk, two individual servings of choc-
olate and strawberry milk each, cottage
cheese, french onion dip, sour cream

and cream cheese’

“Just heard from the Pantry volunteers
that the dairy boxes were all given out
in the first 30 minutes,” Cramer wrote
in an email to Pen City Current this
morning.

“As our maiden voyage, we had no
idea there would be so much interest!
Next week Prairie Farms will send 400
boxes so there should be enough for
everyone!”

Cramer apologize for the pantry’s
underestimation of the desire and need
for the products.

“We started signing people up early
because when volunteer started showing
up here at 8:30 a.m. and we already had
people lined up. We took information
down because we think at some point
were going to have report to somebody
how much product we handed out,” said
volunteer Vicky Lundeby.

We’re in this Together.

Protect your family & community:
COVER COUGHS & SNEEZES
STAY HOME WHEN ILL
WASH HANDS OFTEN

#3 John Bennett Drive
Fort Madison
www.leecountyhd.org

(319) 372.5225

Niggemeyer retires from PD
JUNE 13,2020 - 4,426 views, 892 engagements

PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON - In a weird twist of protocol, a police captain’s retirement
agreement is going in front of the Fort Madison City Council.

Police Captain, and former police chief, Bruce Niggemeyer through his attorney
Tom Skewes of Fort Madison has asked that an agreement outlining his retirement
be signed by Mayor Matt Mohrfeld, which requires a majority vote of the city coun-
cil.

According to Fort Madison City Code, City Manager David Varley has authori-
ty over action concerning city employees with the exception of the police and fire
chiefs, which require city council approval.

On Friday, Varley said he was perplexed as to why Niggemeyer and Skewes have
asked to have the agreement signed by the mayor.

“It’s pretty clear that there’s a lot of stuff in there and I think that’s why the attor-
neys wanted it to be more of a contractual agreement, rather than the typical resig-
nation letter,” Varley said.

“Tiom ol of uy
APty Tuity Cuthotic Schssts
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FM Partners goes ahead with
4th of July Light up the Sky

FORT MADISON - Fort Madison fireworks will go off as planned!

“Thanks to the outpouring of community support, we are pleased to be able to
provide this tradition’, states Tim Gobble, Executive Director of Fort Madison Part-
ners.

“It was a year of unknowns so I was a little nervous going into last week. Without
our corporate sponsors, as well as a number of local citizens coming forward, I was
close to cancelling as the funds just weren’t there.” Fort Madison’s production has
always been one of the area’s best shows, which is a testament to our community’s
continued support and it couldn’t happen without it.

“Many of the surrounding communities have cancelled their displays, but I wasn't
willing to give up so early”, continued Gobble.

This year marks the 12th year that Fort Madison Partners, the combined efforts of
the Chamber of Commerce, EDC, and FMSIRRC, will coordinate the display along
with J&M Displays and the City of Fort Madison. To say the least, we are excited
to keep this event to the caliber you have grown accustomed to from past years. A
community event such as this is needed more than ever this year.

The fireworks will once again be shot off on July 4th at dark from Riverview Park,
allowing the community to enjoy a wonderful display right on the mighty Missis-
sippi. As in years past, Ave H (Business Hwy 61) will be shut down to traffic to allow
our citizens and guests the opportunity to have a better view- as well as provide so-
cial distancing. There will not admittance into Riverview Park for viewing for safety
reason.

MAY 7,2020 - 4,328 views, 417 engagements

CL senmiors preserve
graduation on film

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC
Central Lee senior Alleanah Oilar gets a diploma from Superintendent
Dr. Andy Crozier as a video production crew from northern lowa films
the event. The footage will be added to other individual video shoots to

€

MAY 26,2020 - 4,243 views, 580 engagements
Merschmans donate street repaving in WP

BY CHUCK

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

WEST POINT - West
Point city officials ap-
proved a plan to repave
a section of Avenue D
through town, but at no
cost to tax payers.

The West Point City
Council voted 4-0 with
Brian Meierotto abstain-
ing to accept a paving
gift from the Merschman
family, at a special meet-

ing Tuesday at the Ameri-
can Legion Hall.

The Merschman family
agreed to repave the sec-
tion of Avenue D, which
is the main east-west road
through West Point, as a
gift to the city.

The work will take
about five weeks to
complete and is expected
to start this week. The
repaving will take place
from 4th Street west to
the gravel road past Mer-
schman Seeds.

Protect What’s Important.

When you need peace of mind, look to
one of the area s leading insurance agencies.

Avto - Home - Health
Business - Life

Farm - Crop

Serving Southeast Iowa, Northeast Missouri,
& West-Central Illinois

307 5th Street West Point
19-837-6178 or 800-292-2208 | www.fullenkampins.com
Open M-F 7:30 - 5:00 & Saturday 8:30 - 11

West Point City Admin-
istrator Dennis McGregor
said the value of the proj-
ect is slightly more than
$300,000.

The move was original-
ly part of a proposal by
the Merschman family to
repave the section of the
highway in exchange for
the city vacating Avenue
C, but McGregor said
that proposal is not under
consideration at the time.

Joe Merschman spoke
to city officials at the last
regular meeting about the
plan, but another contrac-
tor present at the meet-
ing caused a snag in the
proposal saying there was
value to the city in vacat-
ing the property and the
work should be bid out.
Merschman then pulled
the offer off the table.

create a simulated graduation for the 2020 class.

BY CHUCK

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

DONNELLSON - Gow.
Reynolds is moving about
as fast as she can to get
life back to normal for
Iowans, but seniors at
Central Lee High School
were relegated to a mock
graduation Thursday and
Friday.

With officials hoping
to get a real graduation
ceremony in on June
28, with weather... and
governor....permitting,
the district moved to have
a company come in and
put together a simulated
graduation.

Seniors, one at a time
with full-on social dis-
tancing in place, walked
down the center of the
high school gymnasium

Doyouhavetime-
to help stop crime?

Visit any of these Facebook pages to learn more
about what the Neighborhood Watch Program is
& how to start your own group or join an existing group!

Join us today to help
keep our communities safer!

to a set of camera’s run
by 2008 Central Lee alum
Kelsey Hammer-Parks.

The students would
then stop, High School
Principal Nicole Herdrich
would read their name,
and then the students
would walk up the steps
across the stage to a di-
ploma cover presented by
Superintendent Dr. Andy
Crozier.

The simulation will
even include senior
addresses, valedictorian
speeches and presenta-
tions from school officials.

Alleanah Oilar, a gradu-
ating senior said she’s glad
the district is being proac-
tive with the students, but
will miss not being a part
of the class for the last 10
weeks.

“I think it’s a lot better
than just having it online
or something, compared
to how it could’ve been.
It’s a lot easier as well
even with all the distanc-
ing guidelines being met,”
Oilar said.

“It was kind of weird
not being able to say good
bye and everything face
to face, but 'm sure we're

all going to get through
this pretty well, and I
hope to see them all later

on down the line in our 9

lives”

Her father Daniel said
he was happy the school
district took the issue se-
rious enough to segregate
the kids at this point.

“I think it did diminish
the whole graduation pro-
cess, he said. “But what
else do you do?”

Alleanah’s mother Bar-
bara said there are regrets
about her daughter’s final
year of high school.

“This is a lot better
than nothing. I feel bad
that she didn’t get to go
through everything we
did with our graduation,”
Barbara said “It’s those
final goodbyes that help
you stop one section of
your life and carry on to
the others”

Crozier said he thinks
the odds are very like-
ly that there will be an
outdoor graduation, but
he said he questions the
limits on how many peo-
ple can gather. The district
has set Sunday, June 28 at
2 p.m. as a tentative date.

Subscribe to
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.



http://www.fullenkampins.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
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Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Fort Madison Park and Rec Board chairman Jim Decker cuts the ribbon
with a group of volunteers at the new Canine Corral in Fort Madison’s
Rodeo Park on Saturday.

JUNE 29,2020 - 4,031 views, 485 engagements
Volunteers cutribbon on

city’s new Canine Corral

FORT MADISON - Fort Madison officials and volunteers held a ribbon cutting at
the new Canine Corral located in Rodeo Park on Saturday morning.

Members of the Canine Corral Fundraising Committee and members of the Fort
Madison Park and Recreation Board and Fort Madison City Council were on hand
to open the new dog park in Fort Madison.

According to committee chairperson Donna Amandus, a generous donor as well
as PA.W. animal shelter donated 18 baby pools for the dogs to frolick and cool off in.
The day was complete with several dog related vendors at the event and around 50
area pooches and their owners enjoying the park.

Amandus said the Canine Corral Fundraising Committee is seeking donations
from the public and private sector with a $50,000 goal in order to pour ADA accessi-
eble walkways that will circle both the large and the small dog sides of the park.

“We also want to get benches, shade trees and a few other amenities to make this
great new addition to our community accessible and fun for everyone,” she said.

MAY 18,2020 - 3,339 views, 601 engagements

EMS director shoulders blame for financial pinch
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY - The head of Lee County’s current ambulance service said the
company is willing to go another 12 months, but said the county needs to come up
with another option for 2022.

Bill Young, the director for Lee County EMS Ambulance, Inc, told Pen City Cur-
rent Monday the current proposal submitted to the county for $900,000 in subsidies
would have to be met, but the county should look at making the service a govern-
mental entity.

He said the service just can’t continue to function with reimbursements the way
they are, and with private providers being left out of legislation for gap funding.

“We just don’t see that working out financially,” Young said Monday.

“We went up to $900,000 and even that would be a break-even point. With reim-
bursements, and the way we feel things would change, the best thing is that it will
have to be some kind of government entity. That way other things would open for
them.”

Young took total blame for the ambulance services financial woes on himself.

Complete Rental
PRICE BEAT GUARANTEE

Show us
an advertised price or quote

WE'LL BEAT IT BY 15%

*Not valid with any other discounts

5636 Avenue O, Fort Madison, IA
(319) 372-8105

Located right across the road from Jim Baier Ford in Fort Madison

Great River Regional
Waste Authority
urges you
to wear gloves
when moving bins
or residential trash pick-up.
Workers can touch
over 2000 bins a day
before even touching yours.
Don’t forget to wash your hands
after bringing in your bin!

for your
community

WWW.GRRWA.COM



http://www.grrwa.com
https://completerentalfm.com/

12 - Pen City Current -Wednesday, January 6, 2021

T oucbu;mq) the COWWV)L% with. Care

Lee County Health Department Hospice

Your Choice for Compassionate tospice Care

in Lee, Des Moines, Henry, and Van Buren counties in lowa
& Hancock and Henderson counties in lllinois

Hospice Services include

24/7 on-call nursing staff  Skilled nursing services
Social worker visits ® Music & massage therapy
Homecare aide assistance ® \olunteer services

Spiritual & grief support

?}eothmq) comfo)etm) end-of-lite care pince 1989

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 or (800) 458-6672
Medicare Certified

www.LeeCountyHD.org



http://www.leecountyhd.org

Pen City Current - Wednesday, January 6, 2021 - 13

2020 - A Year in Review: May & June

JUNE 18,2020 - 3,763 views, 387 engagements
Amtrak announces reductions in Southwest Chief runs

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - As Iowa Bridge and Cul-
vert literally makes its way to Fort Madison to start
construction on the new Amtrak platform at the
city depot, Amtrak officials are releasing cuts to it’s
Southwest Chief stops in Fort Madison.

The cuts are being labeled as temporary cuts due
to decreased ridership on the heels of the COVID
outbreak and Mayor Matt Mohrfeld said Thursday
morning he believes they will be temporary.

“I have all confidence that ridership is going to
come back up,” Mohrfeld said.

“The depot — BNSF still wants it out of their rail
yard and they are fully committed. Does it mean less
trains for a while, yeah?”

Amtrak currently runs the Southwest Chief daily

between Chicago and Los Angeles, including stops in
Fort Madison to and from. It also runs the California
Zephyr from Chicago to San Francisco with stops in
Burlington. Both of those routes will be reduced to
three stops per week beginning Oct. 1. Nine more
other long-distance routes are also being cut to three
days per week.

In addition, according to a report in the Washing-
ton Post on Tuesday, Amtrak may be looking for an
extra infusion of $1.5 billion in federal funding to
stay afloat.

Marc Magliari, a spokesman for Amtrak, said rid-
ership was on trajectory in the fall and winter to beat
record numbers seen during the last fiscal year. But
the COVID outbreak sent ridership plummeting in
March and April to about 10% of normal.

“This is just a temporary change,” Magliari told
Pen City Current Thursday. “Certainly a lot of people

have scaled back their travel. We have Congressional
funding through Sept. 30, but after that we thought it
was prudent to reduce capacity until demand is back
up”

In a statement emailed Thursday morning Magliari
wrote that the passenger rail system’s goal is to re-
store service as soon as demand warrant, hopefully
by next summer.

“Due to the long-term impact of Covid-19 on
ridership, Amtrak has made the decision to operate
with reduced capacity through FY21. As we have
already made adjustments to our Northeast Corridor
(NEC) and state-supported services, the next adjust-
ment is with our long-distance trains, which we plan
to reduce to three days per week, beginning October
1, 2020. Our goal is to restore daily service on these
routes as demand warrants, potentially by the sum-
mer of 2021,” he wrote.

JUNE 3, 2020 - 3,666 views,
321 engagements

HTC fields first softball team in § years

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

WEST POINT - It’s been close to eight years, but
HTC’s blue and silver uniforms will be back on the
varsity softball field this summer.

Not only is 1st year head coach Loren Menke dealing
with the extra hurdles of the coronavirus, but putting
together a varsity squad for the first time since 2012,
has had just a few challenges.

6 Menke led the Crusaders to a 10-5 record last year

playing a junior varsity/junior high school schedule. He
said going into this year hasn’t been too much different
other than working more with the Iowa High School
Girls’ Athletic Union and navigating the coronavirus.

“I think we have the same hurdles as everybody else
and we're trying to follow the rules so we don’t mess it
up,” Menke said Tuesday.

“I took all the girls temperatures here. I guess you
don’t have to and I asked them to do it before they
came, but I have a thermometer here so we get double
coverage. The last thing we want is for anyone to get
sick or spread it around, or even shut it down. So we’re
trying to be cautious.”

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Chateau Apartments Extra
Clean & Quiet
Apartments for Rent

Extra clean & quiet with free
YMCA membership included.
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in  microwave.
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300.
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large
backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required.
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty
Co.

MAY 6,2020 - 3,952 views, 671 engagements
Council grows impatient with nuisance properties

BY CHUCK

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON -
Several members of the
Fort Madison City Council
pushed the city’s building
director on what’s going on
with nuisance properties in
the city.

At Tuesday’s City Coun-
cil meeting, City Building
Director Doug Krogmeier
told councilwoman Rebecca
Bowker and councilman
Mark Lair that the city’s
hands are tied on some
properties due to no court
proceedings happening in
the wake of the coronavirus.

Bowker specifically

a\’rh
H\E&P@W N H@M@Eﬁf@

asked where the city was in
regards to the Humphrey
Building at the corner of 8th
Street and Avenue G.

“I know the courts are
delaying things a bit, but as
far as the Humphrey build-
ing have we heard from his
contractor?” Bowker asked
Krogmeier.

Krogmeier said he wasn't
getting a lot back from the
owner’s contractor or engi-
neer, but did see that a court
date was set for September.
An original court date was
set for March 30, but the
coronavirus put those cases
on hold.

“We're gonna try and
continue to work with the
contractor and engineer to

keep moving forward, but
there’s not a lot we can do
until we get in front of a
judge,” Krogmeier said.

Bowker pressed Krog-
meier on why the city’s still
working with them, when
they haven't been in com-
munication.

“We need to be a bit
more definitive,” Bowker
said. “I'm a bit frustrated
with this’

Krogmeier said city staff
was frustrated too, but
the city has filed papers in
North Lee County Court
and the issue is in the hands
of the court system.

Mayor Matt Mohrfeld
said he was happy to even
see a court date.

Gathering for the holidays is something we look forward to all year
long. Here are some tips to keep those you love healthy this year.

* Rethink how you connect - host a virtual event - sharing recipes
ahead of time so you can all enjoy the same feast.
¢ If you do gather, limit the size and scope of your gatherings.

* Gather in a space where families can stay 6’ apart, outdoors is

best. If indoors, open the windows.

» Wear a mask and safely store your mask when eating & drinking.

* Bring your own food or have one person serve the meal.

¢ Use disposable plates and utensils.
* WASH YOUR HANDS OFTEN!

“If they don’t cooperate,
it’s until we get in front of
a judge, but I'd be open to
anyone’s insight there,” he
said. “This continues to
be frustrating. The streets
open but it's nonetheless
frustrating. And it’s not the
only frustrating one, I can
tell you that”

Bowker asked what other
avenues the city could take
to move the process along.

“It’s a dual statement,” she
said. “On one hand you're
saying we're not hearing
from them, and the other is
we continue to work with
them. If we're not hearing
from them is there any-
thing else we can do? It's an
eyesore.”

These important holiday health care tips are brought to you by

N0 Fort Madison

319-372-6530  www.fmchosp.com


https://www.fmchosp.com/
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Thank You for Your Patronage

Pen City Current has proudly served our communities since December 6, 2016 with the support of these businesses and individuals.
We look forward to many more years of bringing you #HyperLocalSuperFresh content.

10th Street Station
Alliance Realty Company
Amazing Journeys by
Pam Mace, LLC
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.
Anderson for
Fort Madison School Board
Archie’s Automotive, LLC
Arctic Glacier
Art of Yoga
Avenue G Productions
Bagcraft Papercon
Baxter Construction Company
Baxter’s Sports Complex
Becky Fullenkamp
Big Bang Fireworks
Bill Griffiths
Bob Morawitz
Brad’s Pad Pizza
Brian Mendez
Brockman Chiropractic
Buffalo61 Bar & Grille
Building Materials
Burlington Ear, Nose, & Throat
Burlington Spring Grove
United Methodist Church
Burlington Trailways
Burlington Youth Triathlon
Cabinetion
Carl Saunders
Carlos O Capdevila Agency
Carol Harter
Carrie Schneider

Casebine Community Credit Union

Catfish Bend Casinos
CBIZ Center for Business
Celene M. Coppage
Central Lee Dance Team

Century 21 Property Professionals

Chad Ward
Charles Scoville
Charlie Knipe

Charlie Korschgen Kiddie Parade

Cheryl Untz
Chuck Osmanski
Cindy Roberts
Cindy Steflik
City of Fort Madison
Claws & Paws Pet Grooming
Clear View Vision Center
Coats for Hope
Cobblestone Inn & Suites
Committee to Re-Elect
Randolph for Mayor
Complete Rental
Conagra Brands
Connection Bank
Conrad Trucking
Courtney Family Chiropractic
Craig Heckenberg
Cullen Pest Control
C.U.R.E. Solutions
Cyberhounds Team 7141
Dallas City Celebration

Dana Bushong Jewelry Co., Inc.

Dan Reiter
Darin Gentry
Darlene Kraus
Darrell Allman
Dave’s Old Fashion Meats
David Courtney
Dawgs & Divas
Dawn Helling
Dawn Johnson
Debbie Miller
Denmark God’s Portion Day
Committee

Dennis McGregor
Diane Steffensmeier
Dianne Hope
Dirty Dog Detailing & Boarding
Dodd Printing & Stationery
Dollhouse Dreams
Don Griffiths
Donnellson Tire & Service Center
Don Peterson
Doris’ Tavern
Double Dipper, Inc.
Dr. Timothy S. Benson
DuPont
DuPont Employees Credit Union
Dutchman’s Store
Edward Jones - Larry Kelch
Edward Jones — Tony Fullenkamp
Elect Ross Braden
Elect Tom Schulz for City Council
Faeth’s Fowl Play
Fairfield Arts & Convention Center
Fareway Food Stores
Farm Bureau Financial Services -
Larry Holtkamp
Farm Bureau Financial Services -
Tammy Reynolds
Farmers Savings Bank
Farmington Strawberry Festival
Fedler Specialties
and Screenprinting
EM Bloodhound Sports & Activities
Floyd’s EZ Way
Fort Colony Family Restaurant
Fort Madison
Area Arts Association
Fort Madison
Chamber of Commerce
Fort Madison Christian Church
Fort Madison Columbus Club
Fort Madison Community Hospital
Fort Madison
Community School District
Fort Madison Downtown District
Fort Madison Eagles Club
Fort Madison Elks Lodge
Fort Madison Eye Clinic
Fort Madison Family YMCA
Fort Madison Housing Authority
Fort Madison Kids Committee
Fort Madison Main Street
Fort Madison
Mexican Fiesta Committee
Fort Madison Music Boosters
Fort Madison Partners
Fort Madison Public Library
Fort Madison Rotary Club
Fort Madison
United Methodist Church
Fraise Auction ¢ Real Estate
Franklin Car Show
Friends of Geode
Fullenkamp Insurance
Full Steam Staffing
Garden Bros. Circus
Gary Folluo
Geoff Shields
George Shields
Glo-Run
Great River Hospice
Great River Regional
Waste Authority
Green Acres Bar & Grill

Gregory Design & Manufacturing

Greg Smith
Green Oak Development
Griffin Muffler ¢ Brake Center
Group Benefit Partners

Harmeyer Insurance Agency
Harvestville Farm
Heartland Co-op
Heartland Fireworks, LLC
Heather Huebner
Hidden Beauty Salon
Hillcrest Hostas & More
Hill Side Inn
Hinterland Dairy
Hoerner YMCA
Holtkamp’s Floors
Decor ¢ Furniture
Holy Trinity Catholic
Foundation Board
Holy Trinity Catholic Schools
Homestead Financial Services
Hope Associates Real Estate
HTC Bunny Hop
HTC Elementary School Project
HTC Music Boosters
Huffman’s Farm ¢ Home
Humburd Auto Service
Ian MacLearn
Industrial Motors, Inc.
Inhance Corporation
Iowa State Penitentiary
Iris City Cleaners
Ivy Bake Shoppe
Jake Rashid
Jean Neuweg
Jeff Kurtz
Jeff Reichman for Iowa Senate
Jerry Hamelton for City Council
Jill Cordray
Jim Baier, Inc.
Jimmy Keenan
Joe Bowen
Joseph W. Carle
Joseph W. Kowzan
Judith Bray
Judy Stuecker
Julie Doherty
Karen Hope
Kate Lamb
Kate Menke
Katie Cale
Katie’s Cuts
Kempker’s True Value Rental
Keokuk Auto Credit
K’s Fabrics & More
Kevin Rink,

Fort Madison City Council
Kimberly Engle
King-Lynk Funeral Home, Inc.
Kingsley Inn
KLM Realty
Kristy Reid
Krueger Brokerage, Inc.
LaLo Corporation
Lanette Van
Larry J. LaCroix
Larry Kelch
LCK Roofing
Lee County Attorney
Lee County Auditor
Lee County Bank
Lee County Democratic Party
Lee County Conservation Board
Lee County Crime Stoppers
Lee County
Economic Development Group
Lee County Fair Board
Lee County Health Department
Lee County Historical Society
Lee County I'T/GIS Department
Lee County Mutual Insurance
Lee County Sheriff

Lee County Speedway
Linda Morgan
Linda Peitz
Linda Reding
Linda Smith
Lisa Lihs
Lisa Nafziger
Lowell Junkins
Madison Turf and Timber
Maggie Guzman
Main Street Keokuk Inc.
Mardie Smith
Mark Rohloff
Mark Smidt
Martha Wolf
Martin Graber for lowa House
District 83
Matt’s Greenhouse
Matt Mohrfeld
Megan Kruse
Megan Rempe
Melanie Scheetz
Melissa Hobbs
Menke & Company
Merschman Fertilizer
Merschman Seeds
Merschman Trucking
Michael Avery
Michael Wellendorf
Midtown Hairstyling Salon
MidWestOne Bank
Millwright Services, Inc.
Mobile Nursing Services, LTD.
Mobhrfeld Electric
Montrose Community
Fireworks Committee
Montrose Customs
Montrose Health Center
Montrose Watermelon
Festival Committee
MPC Enterprises, Inc.
Nancy Amos for Iowa Senate
Nancy Sanders
New Dimensions
Oak Hollow Campground
Old Fort Players
Palms Restaurant
Pam Dodds
Paul Idol
Paul’s Plumbing,
Heating, & Cooling, Inc.
Paul Schulte
Peggy L. Steffensmeier
Phyllis Anderson
Pilot Grove Savings Bank
Poole Communications
Pothitakis Dentistry
Pothitakis Law Firm, P.C.
Prado’s Trading Post
Premier Auction ¢ Sales
Quuality Plus Feeds
Quarry Creek Elk & Bison
Radio Keokuk
Randolph Dental
Rashid Pharmacy & Wellness
Rebecca Bowker
Relay for Life of North Lee County
Renee Clippert
Rich Harlow
Rich Taylor for Iowa Senate
River City Motors Plus, Inc.
RiverFest Fort Madison
Ron Fedler for Supervisor
RonDavoo
RSVP of Lee County
Russell “Skip” Young
Sam Boyer

—Chuck & Lee

Sara Denning
Sarah Harworth
Sara Jan Garza
Saunders and Bunger Law
SCC PACE Program
Schmitz Funeral Home
Scotts MiracleGro Company
ServiceMaster
Sheaffer Memorial Golf Course
Shug’s Tiny Town
Sidelines Sports Bar & Grill
Siemens Gamesa
Silgan Containers
Small Grand Things
Smith Electric
Sonny’s Super Market
Soroptimist International
of Fort Madison
Southern Iowa Insurance Services
Stacy Snaadt
Stage 2 Consignment Shop
Standard of Beaverdale
Stanley Haessig
State Farm Insurance —
Thomas Klann
Steffensmeier Welding
Steffes Group, Inc.
Stewart Automotive
SubArena
Sun Meets Moon Healing
SunnyBrook Assisted Living
& Memory Care
Sunshine Child Care
Super 8
Susan Haeger
Taco Taco Takos
Tamara Grossman
Tammi Kircher
Taske Force
Team Staffing Solutions, Inc.
Tena Dodson
Test Kitchen Education Foundation
the Bees Knees PR, LLC
The Colony Shop
The Fox Theatre
The Funky Cowgirl
The Kensington & Primrose Path
The Madison
The Samuel Hayes Show
Todd Schneider
Tony for Supervisor
Tony Wolfe Insurance Services
Tracilyn Brown
Trish Eaves-Fedler
Tri State Outdoor Products, LLC
Tri-State Rodeo
Truck Repair, Inc.
Under the Sun / The Avenue
United Way of the
Great River Region
US. EPA
Vigen Memorial Home
Vintage Sports Cards
Welch’s Insurance
Wendy Bailey
West Liberty Foods
West Point Care Center
West Point Fireman’s Ball
West Point Fireworks Committee
West Point Sweet Corn
Festival Committee
W-M Johnson Truck Line
Wondra Chiropractic
& Acupuncture
WorkSource Staffing
Your Heat & Air Guy
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