NCAA Division II
Women's Tournament

Atlantic Region

At Edinboro, Pa.
(Seeds in Parentheses)
Friday’s Games

(1) Edinboro 80, (8)
Virginia St. 68

(4) Indiana, Pa. 75, (5)
Fairmont St. 59

(2) Gannon 60, (7) Fay-
etteville St. 50

(3) Seton Hill 87, (6)
Kutztown 75
Saturday’s Games
Indiana, Pa. 67, Edin-
boro 52

Gannon 80, Seton Hill
70

Monday’s Game
Indiana, Pa., 23-7, vs.
Gannon, 27-6

Central Region

At Pittsburg, Kan.
(Seeds in Parentheses)
Friday’s Games

(1) Pittsburg St. 87, (8)
Harding 75

(5) Minnesota St. 87, (4)
Mo. Western 73

(7) Southwest Minne-
sota St. 77, (2) Concor-
dia-St. Paul 64

(3) Fort Hays St. 81, (6)
Southern Nazarene 72
Saturday’s Games
Pittsburg St. 94, Minne-
sota St. 91

SW Minnesota St. 77,
Fort Hays St. 63
Monday’s Game
Pittsburg St., 31-3, vs.
SW Minnesota St., 28-4

East Region

At Bentley, Mass.
(Seeds in Parentheses)
Friday’s Games

(1) Bentley 65, (8) New
Haven 39

(4) St. Anselm 59, (5)
Southern Connecticut
St. 41

(2) baemen 70, (7)
Jefferson 48

(3) Holy Family 67, (6)
Assumption 53
Saturday’s Games
Bentley 60, St. Anselm
55

Holy Family 68, Daemen
55

Monday’s Game
Bentley, 32-1, vs. Holy
Family, 26-6

Midwest Regional
At Allendale, Mich.
(Seeds in Parentheses)
Friday’s Games

(1) Grand Valley St. 108,
(8) Quincy 72

(4) Wayne St., Mich. 77,
(5) Lewis 57

(2) Ashland 62, (7)
Ferris St. 50

(3) N. Michigan 61, (6)
Hillsdale 56

Saturday’s Games
Grand Valley St. 87,
Wayne St. 54

Ashland 68, N. Michi-
gan 45

Monday’s Game

Grand Valley St., 34-2,
vs. Ashland, 32-3

South Region

At Jackson, Tenn.
(Seeds in Parentheses)
Friday’s Games

(1) Union 107, (8) Miles
69

(5) Lee 66, (4) Tampa 63
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(2) Embry-Riddle, Fla.
70, (7) W. Florida 56
(3) Nova Southeastern
80, (6) Ala.-Huntsville
73

Saturday’s Games
Union 75, Lee 53

Nova Southeastern 66,
Embry-Riddle 63
Monday’s Game
Union, 31-3, vs. Nova
Southeastern, 27-6

Southeast Region
At Dahlonega, Ga.
(Seeds in Parentheses)
Friday’s Games

(1) North Georgia 78,
(8) UNC-Pembroke 64
(5) Columbus St. 89, (4)
Francis Marion 83

(2) Coker 58, (7) Bel-
mont Abbey 50

(6) Carson-Newman 75,
(3) Anderson, S.C. 71
Saturday’s Games
North Georgia 64, Co-
lumbus St. 56

Coker 48, Carson-New-
man 44

Monday’s Game

North Georgia, 31-2, vs.
Coker, 28-6

South Central
Region

At Denton, Texas
(Seeds in Parentheses)
Friday’s Games

(1) Texas Woman’s 75,
(8) Adams St. 52

(5) Eastern New Mexico
56, (4) Colorado Mesa
52

(2) Lubbock Christian
68, (7) UC-Colorado
Springs 65

(6) West Texas A&M 58,
(3) UT Tyler 47
Saturday’s Games
Texas Woman’s 71, E.
New Mexico 48
Lubbock Christian 73,
West Texas A&M 60
Monday’s Game

Texas Woman’s, 33-1,
vs. Lubbock Christian
31-4

West Region

At Carson, Calif.
(Seeds in Parentheses)
Friday’s Games

(1) Cal State-Domin-
guez Hills 77, (8) Azusa
Pacific 58

(4) Alaska-Anchor-

age 69, (5) Montana
State-Billings 66

(7) Chico St. 57, (2) Cal
Poly Pomona 52

(6) Cent. Washington
74, (3) Point Loma 53
Saturday’s Games

Cal State-Dominguez
Hills 63, Alaska-Anchor-
age 61

Cent. Washington 79,
Chico St. 73

Monday’s Game

Cal State-Dominguez
Hills, 33-1, vs. Cent.
Washington, 23-7

. Plttsburg KS

Auburn guard Miles Kelly reacts to a play against Ten-
nessee during the second half of their Southeastern
Conference tournament semifinal game on Saturday in
Nashville, Tenn. (Ap PHOTO/GEORGE WALKER IV)

By EDDIE PELLS
AP National Writer

Auburn is the top over-
all seed in the NCAA
Tournament, with Duke,
Houston and Florida
joining the Tigers on the
No. 1 line in the March

Madness brackets re-
leased Sunday.
The NCAA selection

committee favored the
regular-season champs of
the record-setting South-
eastern Conference de-
spite three losses in their
last four games, along
with a loss to Duke back
in December.

The Tigers (28-5) and
Gators were two of the 14
SEC teams to make the
field, which are the most
for a conference in the his-
tory of the tournament.

It's Florida, which cap-
tured the SEC tournament
by winning three games
with an average margin of
15 points, that opens as a
slight favorite to win it all
at the Final Four in San
Antonio on April 5 and
7, according to BetMGM
Sportsbook.

In something of a sur-
prise, both North Caro-
lina and Texas slid in off
the bubble, while Indiana,
West Virginia and Boise
State did not.

The 68-team bracket
starts whittling down on
Tuesday with preliminary
games, and the main draw
kicks off on Thursday and
Friday, with 32 games at

v
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Houston guard Mylik Wilson (8) looks to shoot over
Brigham Young center Keba Keita (13) and guard Trevin
Knell during their Big 12 Conference tournament semifi-
nal game Friday in Kansas City, Mo. (ap PHOTO/CHARLIE RIEDEL)

SEC champion Auburn
lands overall top seed

-

e

Texas guard Julian Larry (1) moves against Tennessee forward Cade Phillips (12)
during their game Friday in the Southeastern Conference tournament in Nashville,

Tenn. (AP PHOTO/GEORGE WALKER IV)

eight sites around the
country.

A TRIBUTE, THEN A
BRACKET WITH PLENTY
TO TALK ABOUT

The selection show
began with a heartfelt
tribute to the late Greg
Gumbel, the CBS stalwart
who oversaw the bracket
unveiling for decades.

Then, just as Gumbel
would have preferred, it
was about the basketball
— and this time there was
plenty to talk about.

North Carolina looked
all but out, a victim of
a 1-12 record against so-
called Quad 1 opponents
and part of a conference
(ACC) teetering on the
verge of a historically bad
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season. But the Tar Heels
made it, thanks maybe to
a strong nonconference
slate, while Texas was
also in — its seven wins
against Quad 1 teams
outweighing its overall 15
losses.

The SEC's 14 teams were
followed by the Big Ten
with eight and Big 12 with
seven. The ACC, mean-
while, ended up with four
teams, barely avoiding its
worst showing since 2000,
back when the conference
was half the size it is now.

Even in a down cycle,
the ACC has Duke, and
Duke has arguably the
best player in the coun-
try in freshman Cooper
Flagg, a 19-point, 7.5-re-
bound-a-game freshman
whose ankle injury,
the school says, will
not keep him out of
March Madness.

BRACKET GIVES
PITINO AND ST.
JOHN'S A LONG AND
INTERESTING ROAD

Elsewhere in the
bracket, coach Rick
Pitino leads his un-
precedented sixth
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program into the tourna-
ment, and what a road he
would have to take to get
to the Final Four.

First, he will travel to
Providence, the same
building where the coach
led the Friars to a surprise
Final Four trip back in
1987, to lead St. John'sin a
first-round game against
Omaha. Pitino's second
game could come against
Arkansas and John Cali-
pari in what would be a
titanic matchup between
two of the game's biggest
coaching names.

Another coaching icon,
Tom Izzo, leads Michigan
State to its 27th straight
tournament. The Spar-
tans are seeded second
and will face America
East champion Bryant in
its opener.

And Gonzaga is in for
the 26th time, though ex-
tending its streak of mak-
ing the second weekend to
10 years will be tough. The
Bulldogs, after an "off"
year in which they still
won the West Coast Con-
ference, are seeded eighth
and could face Houston in
the second round.
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Pittsburg teams fall
in sub-state semlfmals

By Brock Sisney
bsisney@morningsun.net

The Pittsburg girls
finished their 2024-25
season 10-11 overall
with a 63-9 sub-state
loss March 4 against
eventual Class 5A state
champion St. Thomas
Aquinas.

Pittsburg started the
season with a 35-23 win
Dec. 6 against Joplin
(Mo.), but injuries and
illness to multiple play-
ers caused the Dragons
to struggle with a 4-7
record after 11 games.

Winning six out of
their next seven games,
the Dragons then
climbed two games
above .500 at 10-8 after
their 48-38 win Feb. 17
over Chanute. They
ended the regular sea-
son 10-10 after losses to
4A sub-state runner-up
Fort Scott (35-25) and
Labette County (49-29).

The Dragons were
led by senior starters
Gabrielle White, Alyssa
Hotze and Ava Heardt.

"Gabbie White has
been the emotional
leader of our team for
at least two years now,"
coach Dalton Gromer
said on Senior Night.
"I tell the girls all the
time if you're confused
and don't know what to
do, just turn and look at
Gabbie. She's going to
do the right thing, and
she'll let you know how
to do it.

"Alyssa Hotze, she's ev-
erywhere all at once. She
is a soccer player playing
basketball. She plays
like that, and I'm super
proud of her for how
much she's developed
the last couple years. She
used to be 100 mph all
the time and now she's a
point-guard figure who
slows things down for
us. That's not even men-
tioning what she does
defensively. She creates
havoc defensively.

"Ava Heardt, she
brings a calming pres-
ence to our team. She's
someone who's not go-
ing to turn it over, takes
care of the basketball
and shoots shots when
they're open. A lot of
times, you need some-
one in there just to be

Pittsburg senior Nate Mitchell finishes at the bas-
ket for two points Jan. 3 against Webb City, Mo.,

inside the Cardinal Dome.

a part of it moving the
basketball. I'm super
proud of her. They've all
come a long way from
their freshman year."

Junior guard Sophia
Hertrich took on an
expanded role for the
Dragons.

"Last year, she was
coming in and we were
just playing around
her," Gromer said.
"Now, this year, the
biggest thing with her
is that she has to be a
threat with the basket-
ball. That's been evident
last couple games. She's
been a threat with the
basketball, she's come a
long way, and I am very
proud of her."

Listed alongside her
fellow freshmen and
not on the varsity roster
in the program, fresh-
man McKenzie English
stepped in beside her
veteran teammates and
sometimes played be-
yond her years.

Adessah Reed, 3-point
specialist Brilee Man-
tooth, Callie Trezona,
Kylie Serrano and
freshmen Angie Mill-
er and Laney Trisler
all contributed to the
Dragons' 7-5 Southeast
Kansas League record.

BOYS WRAPUP
The Dragons re-
turned senior starters

BROCK SISNEY / THE MORNING SUN

Nate Mitchell and T.J.
Wesley from their Class
5A sub-state finalist in
2023-24.

Junior point guard
Keyon'Dre (Key) Logan,
sophomore guard Ja-
marcus Davis, junior
forward Danny Durden
and junior guard Kadin
Navaratnam stepped
into much expanded
starting roles this sea-
son and helped the Drag-
ons finish 9-12 overall
and 7-5 in the Southeast
Kansas League.

The Dragons' season
ended with a 68-34
sub-state loss against
De Soto, a common
postseason opponent in
recent seasons.

Pittsburg finished the
regular season on a high
note with a 54-51 win
Feb. 25 against Labette
County in Altamont.
The Dragons erased a
six-point deficit late.

"l feel like we had
the same kind of con-
versation (all season),"
Pittsburg coach Jordan
Woods said. "When our
backs are against the
wall, we're the best ver-
sion of ourselves. "

Senior reserves Lo-
gan Mantooth and No-
lan Turnbull provided
a season highlight by
scoring the game's first
five points against Fort
Scott on Senior Night.
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Colgan sends both squads to state

By Brock Sisney
bsisney@morningsun.net

The St. Mary's Col-
gan girls finished the
2024-25 basketball sea-
son with a 22-4 record,
and they placed fourth
in Class 2A.

The Panthers were
led by dynamic junior
point guard Jakayla
Davis and senior inte-
rior presence Mariah
Harris, both of whom
were the only return-
ing starters from a 25-1
team and third-place
finisher the previous
season.

"It's very special,
because I know where
we started in Novem-
ber and I know all the
things that we've had
to overcome," Colgan
coach Abby Farabi said.
"We don't necessarily
have basketball play-
ers. They just bought in
and worked their tails
off to be successful.
They work for the per-
son next to them. They
were resilient."

Harris, Khyla Os-
born, Lauren O'Brien,
Molly Swezey and Car-
oline Imhof formed a
senior corps for 14-year
head coach Farabi; Har-
ris, Osborn, O'Brien
and Swezey started
alongside Davis.

"They're a really
special group," Farabi
said of the seniors.
"You have five seniors
and five kids who have
competed their butts
off for four years. A lot
of them just got playing
time this year. Their
roles improved drasti-
cally this year. They've
really worked to help
each other to have each
other's back this year."

At state, second-seed-
ed Colgan lost a 61-60
heartbreaker in dou-
ble overtime in the
semifinals against
sixth-seeded Doniphan
West and lost 60-57 to
fifth-seeded Inman in
the third-place game.
The Panthers defeated
seventh-seeded Valley
Heights 41-37 in a quar-
terfinal contest.

Farabi credited the
Panthers' increased
strength of schedule
this season for their
postseason run, playing
teams like Fort Scott,
Bartlesville (Okla.) and
Nevada (Mo.) in the
Frontenac tournament
along with their assort-
ment of CNC League
and nonconference op-
ponents. They finished
CNC play 11-1 and

shared the league title

with 3A state qualifier
Girard.

Davis emerged in
the spotlight during
her junior season
after playing a main
supporting role the
previous two seasons.
Her scoring average
neared 30 points after
consecutive  40-point
performances in Feb-
ruary against Baxter
Springs and Columbus.
She also poured in 34
points in the sub-state

championship  game
against Eureka.
Farabi said Harris

played her two best
games on the biggest
stage of her -career.
She had a double-dou-
ble with 16 points and
12 rebounds against
Doniphan West. She
had 12 points and three
rebounds in the win
over Valley Heights;
her teammates chanted
'MVP' at her after the
game and she did TV

interviews alongside
Davis.
OBrien saved her

best for last in her
two final games. She
finished with 16 points
and four 3-point bas-
kets against Inman and
scored nine against
Doniphan West.

BOYS WRAPUP

A day after their
58-25 loss in the Class
2A state quarterfinals
against two-time de-
fending state champion
and eventual state run-
ner-up  Moundridge,
Colgan boys head coach
Clint Heffern reflected
on the Panthers' 13-11

St. Mary s Colgan junior point guard Jakayla
Davis looks for an opening in the Valley Heights
defense during their Class 2A state quarterfinal
contest March 14 at Bramlage Coliseum. srock
SISNEY / THE MORNING SUN

season.

"We didn't play a
(Class) 2A team until
sub-state," Heffern said.
"I kept telling the boys
that we played a tough
schedule this year and
that schedule's going
to make us better. It's
going to challenge us,
but ultimately make
us better. Going into
sub-state, we saw that
and we played a good
Erie team right off the
bat. It felt like we were
experienced for those
moments with it being
a tight game; we'd been
in a lot of those tight
games. Then, same
thing with Oswego
and Pleasanton. Solid
squads, and it just felt
like our schedule really
did prepare us for those
moments and had us
ready to go for post-
season play when it got
there."

The Panthers had one
senior in Blake Wilkes
and replaced their en-
tire starting five from
the previous season.
State tournament start-
ers Klayton Adamson,
Carston Simmons, Joe
Lomshek, Brady Bet-
tega and Brock Radell
mean possibly five
returning starters next
season.

Brady Crossland,
Will Schremmer,
Brady Badart, Colton
Simmons, Gabe Brown
and Caleb Garner also
played in the state tour-
nament for the first
time. Schremmer led
the Panthers with nine
points against Mound-
ridge.
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KHSHA A State Tournaments

Class 6A

At Wichita

(Seeds in Parentheses)
GIRLS

First Round

(1) Derby 55, (8) Wichita East
30

(5) Olathe North 63, (4) Olathe
South 52

(2) Wichita Heights 60, (7)
Olathe West 57, OT

(3) Blue Valley North 45, (6)
Washburn Rural 39
Semifinals

Derby 68, Olathe North 55
Blue Valley North 65, Wichita
Heights 42

Finals

Blue Valley North 65, Derby 39,
1st

Wichita Heights 50, Olathe
North 47, 3rd

BOYS

First Round

(8) Maize 49, (1) Shawnee Mis-
sion South 48

(4) Shawnee Mission Northwest
76, (5) Mill Valley 52

(7) Olathe North 69, (2) Derby
50

(3) Wichita Heights 64, (6)
Washburn Rural 44

Semifinals

Shawnee Mission Northwest 63,
Maize 55

Olathe North 65, Wichita
Heights 58

Finals

Shawnee Mission Northwest 63,
Olathe North 56, 1st

Maize 57, Wichita Heights 52,
3rd

CLASS 5A

At Emporia

(Seeds in Parentheses)

GIRLS

First Round

(8) St. Thomas Aquinas 51, (1)
Hays 48

(4) Spring Hill 61, (5) Maize
South 56

(2) Topeka Seaman 66, K.C.
Piper 54

(3) Andover 49, (6) St. James
Academy 44

Semifinals

St. Thomas Aquinas 68, Spring
Hill 54

Topeka Seaman 55, Andover 49
Finals

St. Thomas Aquinas 68, Topeka
Seaman 61, 1st

Andover 74, Spring Hill 55, 3rd

BOYS

First Round

(1) Topeka Highland Park 65,
(8) Andover Central 56

(5) Kansas City Piper 70, (4)
Shawnee Heights 52

(2) Kapaun Mt. Carmel 64, (7)
Topeka West 50

(3) Andover 76, (6) Bonner
Springs 60

Semifinals

Highland Park 60, KC Piper 55
Kapaun Mt. Carmel 55, Andover
43

Finals

Kapaun Mt. Carmel 58, High-
land Park 55, OT, 1st

KC Piper 69, Andover 57, 3rd

Class 4A
At Salina
(Seeds in Parentheses)

GIRLS

First Round

(1) Wellington 52, (8) Andale 40
(5) Buhler 56, (4) Labette
County 51

(2) Topeka Hayden 56, (7) Clay
Center 55

(6) Bishop Miege 68, (3) Eudora
35

Semifinals

Wellington 46, Buhler 30
Bishop Miege 59, Topeka
Hayden 42

Finals

Wellington 53, Bishop Miege
48, 1st

Topeka Hayden 57, Buhler 23,
3rd

BOYS

First Round

(1) Ottawa 63, (8) Atchison 46
(4) McPherson 60, (5) Baldwin
59, OT

(2) St. George-Rock Creek 56,
(7) Abilene 33

(3) Andale 45, (6) Pratt 43
Semifinals

McPherson 52, Ottawa 50, 20T
St. George-Rock Creek 63,
Andale 48

Finals

McPherson 53, St. George-Rock
Creek 44, 1st

Ottawa 61, Andale 36, 3rd

Class 3A

At Hutchinson

(Seeds in Parentheses)

GIRLS

First Round

(1) Hesston 52, (8) Holcomb 37
(4) Silver Lake 56, (5) Girard 45
(2) Halstead 50, (7) Neodesha
33

(6) Colby 57, (3) Osage City 31
Semifinals

Silver Lake 65, Hesston 58
Halstead 46, Colby 33

Finals

Halstead 48, Silver Lake 45, 1st
Hesston 56, Colby 50, 3rd

BOYS

First Round

(1) Galena 55, (8) KC Bishop
Ward 48

(4) Hesston 45, (5) Burlington
42

(7) Silver Lake 48, (2) Lakin 46
(6) Goodland 68, (3) Cheney 52
Semifinals

Hesston 60, Galena 42
Goodland 66, Silver Lake 60
Finals

Hesston 51, Goodland 46, 1st
Silver Lake 63, Galena 50

Class 2A

At Manhattan

(Seeds in Parentheses)

GIRLS

First Round

(1) Moundridge 62, (8) Thomas
More Prep Marian 50

(5) Inman 54, (4) Phillipsburg 35
(2) St. Mary’s Colgan 41, (7)
Valley Heights 37

(6) Doniphan West 60, (3)
Chase County 44

Semifinals

Moundridge 46, Inman 26
Doniphan West 61, St. Mary’s
Colgan 60, 20T

Finals

Moundridge 62, Doniphan West
51, 1st

Inman 60, St. Mary’s Colgan

57, 3rd

BOYS

First Round

(1) Moundridge 58, (8) St.
Mary’s Colgan 25

(4) Valley Falls 58, (5) Syracuse
54

(2) Sterling 97, (7) Chase
County 48

(3) Ell-Saline 82, (6) Rossville 78
Semifinals

Moundridge 74, Valley Falls 46
Sterling 76, Ell-Saline 59

Finals

Sterling 56, Moundridge 45, 1st
Ell-Saline 109, Valley Falls 74,
3rd

Class 1A Division 1

At Dodge City

(Seeds in Parentheses)

GIRLS

First Round

(1) Little River 76, (8) Crest 27
(5) Quinter 65, (4) South Gray
54

(2) Centralia 50, (7) St.
John-Hudson 27

(3) Troy 33, (6) Central Plains 25
Semifinals

Little River 68, Quinter 52
Centralia 58, Troy 40

Finals

Centralia 50, Little River 43, 1st
Troy 50, Quinter 36, 3rd

BOYS

First Round

(1) Olpe 57, (8) Little River 53
(4) Central Plains 54, (5) Frank-
fort 44, OT

(2) South Central 52, (7) Clif-
ton-Clyde 38

(3) South Gray 66, (6) Quinter
47

Semifinals

Olpe 44, Central Plains 34
South Central 64, South Gray 49
Finals

Olpe 47, South Central 34, 1st
South Gray 66, Central Plains
56, OT, 3rd

Class 1A Division 2

At Colby

(Seeds in Parentheses)
GIRLS

First Round

(8) Linn 51, (1) South Haven 39
(5) Attica 47, (4) Bucklin 40
(2) Lebo 44, (7) Jetmore 24
(3) Hanover 64, (6) Wallace
County 49

Semifinals

Linn 54, Attica 39

Hanover 37, Lebo 34

Finals

Hanover 46, Linn 35, 1st
Lebo 61, Attica 47, 3rd

BOYS

First Round

(1) Cunningham 63, (8) Bucklin
50

(4) Elyria Christian 62, (5)
Hanover 57

(2) Axtell 66, (7) Hutchinson
Central Christian 46

(3) Dighton 60, (6) Lebo 40
Semifinals

Cunningham 79, Elyria Chris-
tian 69

Axtell 57, Dighton 51

Finals

Axtell 57, Cunningham 39, 1st
Elyria Christian 59, Dighton 57,
3rd
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Trojan girls return
to state tournament

By Kalon Fullerton
kfullerton@morningsun.net

Defense and Dbal-
anced scoring helped
the Girard Trojan girls
to another phenome-
nal season under head
coach Brad Herlocker.

The Trojans finished
with a 21-3 record and
a share of the CNC
League title at 11-1 —
their 10th conference
championship. Girard
advanced to the Class
3A sub-state tourna-
ment for the second
consecutive time, fall-
ing in the quarterfinal
game against Silver
Lake 56-45.

“We're real sad it
didn’t go our way in
the end,” Herlocker
said, “but really hap-
py that it happened.
Couldn’t have asked
for a better group of
kids and I have the two
best assistant coaches I
could ask for.”

The trip to state was
Girard’s eighth in pro-
gram history and the
second since capturing
the state title in 2017.
They did not lose a
game to a team that
did not make the state
tourney, losing twice
to Silver Lake and once
to Class 2A St. Mary’s
Colgan.

Girard’s defense was
stifling. The Trojans
held 11 teams under 30
points and held seven
of their last 10 teams
to 26.

Offensively, there
were six different
players who were the
leading scorer in a
game. Maddie Coester
led the team with 12.4
points per game while
Erika Boatman aver-
aged 10.8 along with 8.3
rebounds.

“I’'ve had all kinds
of different teams,”
Herlocker said. “And
I can tell you, your
most frustrating years
are when you have
a special player but
they have to do all the
scoring for you. When
teams have tried to
shut down one player
against us, it makes us
a better team. We have
so many people capable

Girard's Ben Cullen battles for the rebound in
the sub-state semifinal game at Fredonia. courtesy
KAYLEE DILLOW / PSU COMMUNICATIONS

of getting to the basket
or finishing.”

Girard loses just one
senior, Jeriah Adolph.
The Trojans will return
four starters next year.

“Jeriah is a high
character Kkid,” Her-
locker said. “She’s
done nothing but work
hard. She picks every-
body up, tremendous
amount of Kkindness.
We’ll miss her alot.

“I have nothing but
optimism,” Herlocker
said. “These last two
years have been a
dream come true. The
kids were unbelievably
coachable. Jeriah was
our leader, but there
were a couple of ju-
niors and even sopho-
mores who had leader-
ship roles. They played
their hearts out.”

BOYS WRAPUP

After a rough regular
season, the Girard boys
nearly completed a
memorable postseason
Cinderella run.

The Trojans finished
the regular season
5-15 and came into the
postseason with four
consecutive losses.

Then, the Trojans
earned wins over Hum-
boldt 50-49 and Fredo-
nia 102-92 in three over-
times and came close to

knocking off undefeat-
ed Galena 57-54 in the
sub-state  champion-
ship after leading 24-19
at halftime.

“We struggled
throughout the year,”
coach Rod Wescott
said. “It was a struggle
to come together as a
team; it was a struggle
to be consistent. Kids
really came together
the last three or four
games of the year. We
came a long way. It was
nice to see the guys step
up at the end and play
consistent basketball.”

Girard was led by
seniors Ranson Born
and Scott  Moore.
Born scored 28 points
against Galena and
reached double figure
scoring in 17 games.
Moore led the team in
rebounds and reached
double digits 19 times.

“Both of them are
good team players,”
Wescott said. “Ranson
runs the show for us
at point guard. Both
of them were double
figure scorers; Ran-
son led us in 3-point
percentage. They will
be hard to replace. We
have a lot of good piec-
es next year. We have
to get bigger, faster and
stronger. We're excited
about next year.”
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Lancer boys improve in Leach's second year

By Kalon Fullerton
kfullerton@morningsun.net

The Southeast Lancer
boys improved their win
total by seven games in
Year 2 under head coach
Wes Leach, finishing
16-6 and falling just
short of a trip to the
state tournament.

After starting last year
0-4, the Lancers won
their first three games of
the season against Erie,
Columbus and Jasper.
Southeast fell against
New Heights Christian
Academy in the cham-
pionship of the Mo-Kan
Classic and lost a game
to eventual league cham-
pion Crest before bounc-
ing back with three
consecutive wins against
Northeast, Pleasanton
and Baxter Springs.

“We dropped a game
to Crest that decided the
league,” Leach said. “We
had an honest conver-
sation. The right kids
came up to me and said
‘T need to get better.” It
was a big moment be-
cause the most success-
ful programs are player
led. We went on to beat
a couple of really good
teams and that gave our
kids a lot of confidence.”

The Lancers ended the
regular season on a high
note, winning eight of
their final nine games.
In sub-state, Southeast
won in the quarterfinal
48-34 over Lyndon and
beat West Elk 63-62
in overtime on senior
Andrew Phillips’ buzz-
er-beater. Southeast fell
49-42 to Chase County in
the sub-state champion-
ship, the Lancers' first
sub-state final appear-
ance in five years.

Three players aver-
aged double-figure scor-
ing. Phillips led the way
with 13.9 along with

Senior Eliz White led Southeast's offense at 10.9
points per game. BROCK SISNEY / MORNING SUN STAFF

sophomore Tyler War-
ner (11.2) and senior
Colton Jameson (10.0).

GIRLS REVIEW

The Lancer girls
won the Three Rivers
League title and fin-
ished the season with a
15-6 record under head
coach Derek Sanders.

After starting the
year 1-3, the Lancers
went 14-3 the rest of
the way, including nine
wins in a row over
league opponents.

“We got off to a rough
start,” Sanders said. “We
got into league play and
started winning games.
We went 2-1 in the Lanc-
er Classic and short of
winning it, that’s the
best you can hope for. We
were undefeated league
champs and that’s one
of our goals. The girls
bought in and worked
hard. Overall, I'd say this
was one of our better

seasons.”

The Lancers fell in
the sub-state semifinal
game to Eureka 52-35.

The Lancers were led
by a large senior class.
Eliz White led the team
in scoring with 10.9
points per game. Tea-
gan Warner scored 10.5
points per game and led
the team in field goal
percentage (44 percent),
rebounds (9.0) and
blocks (0.6).

‘They showed up ev-
ery day,” Sanders said.
“Going back to the sum-
mer, checking the at-
tendance in the weight
room, Eliz and Teagan
were at the top. Teagan
is well respected by
her teammates. We had
four seniors, as many
as we’ve had in the last
three years combined,
and we’re going to miss
them all."

Frontenac finishes
regular season strong

By Jim Henry
jhenry@morningsun.net

Both Frontenac
teams played their best
basketball late in the
season.

Despite having to go
on the road, the Raid-
ers knocked off three
higher-seeded teams
— one for the boys, two
for the girls — in the
sub-state tournament
before falling to the
favorite.

“We see good teams
all year long,” girls
coach Scott Fields said.
“When we get to the
sub-state, it’s nothing
we haven’t seen before.”

BOYS REVIEW

The ninth-seed-
ed Raiders decked
eighth-seeded Neode-
sha 71-48 to open sub-
state play before losing
at undefeated Galena
63-56.

The close game
against the Bulldogs
came as no surprise as
Galena nipped Fron-
tenac in CNC League
play by two points on
the road and by one
point at home on a
buzzer-beater.

In fact, half of Fron-
tenac’s 10 losses were
by three points or
less — one of them to
Anderson County on
a three-quarters court
shot at the buzzer.

The Raiders finished
12-10 and were second
in the CNC at 8-4.

“The way they fo-
cused on getting better
every day and the prog-
ress they made from
Game 1 through the

Frontenac senior guard Vinny Collier registered
two 29-point games this season. srock siSNEY / MORN-
ING SUN STAFF

end of February was
off the charts,” coach
Ryan Varsolona said.
“In this day and age,
everyone is focused on
instant gratification so
they can put out how
great we’re doing in-
stead of the process of
slowly getting better
day by day by day.”
Guard Vinny Collier
led the Raiders at 15
points per game. Center
Jake Wegner averaged
around 11 points, and
Kaden O’Bray and Bro-
gan Smith were at 9.5.
Jayden Houghton,
Julius Courtney, Collier
and OBray were the
Raiders’ four seniors.
“They were a good
group ... good leaders,
worked hard every day,
low maintenance guys,”

Varsolona said. “I tell
them I'm looking for
corn seeds, not house
plants. I'm looking for
guys who I can throw
just a little bit of water
on, walk away and
they’re good. Not the
guys that you have to
worry about every day
taking care of. They
were all good in the
hallways, good to the
younger kids, good with
their grades, show up
with good attitudes ev-
ery day."

GIRLS REVIEW
The Raiders (9-13, 6-6
CNC) were the No. 11
seed in sub-state but
knocked off No. 6 Jay-
hawk-Linn 47-29 and
No. 3 Cherryvale 49-40
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Young Vikings gain

By Jim Henry
jhenry@morningsun.net

Underclassmen
played the majority of
the minutes for North-
east this past season.

The Vikings hope the
experience gained will
pay dividends in the
seasons to come.

“It looks good,”
Northeast boys coach
Zach Vance said. “From
a statistical standpoint,
Spencer Wade was our
leading scorer at nine
points, but our other
two seniors didn’t score
awholelot. Wedolose a
lot with his leadership
and the calmness he
gave to our team.

“I'm excited for next
year. All those young
guys, hopefully we have
a good summer. We have
a lot of stuff planned
ahead, and hopefully
we’ll be able to close
out a lot more of those
games next season.”

“I thought by the end
of the year our commu-
nication and learning
to talk on the defensive
end were much, much
better,” girls coach
Brandon Sigmon said.
“Hopefully going into
next year and not grad-
uating a lot of players,
we can build on those
things and understand
how important some of
those little things are
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Northeast junior guard Destiny Hagen averaged a
team-high 11 points per game this season. srock

SISNEY / MORNING SUN STAFF

in the big concept of
things. We always tell
our girls the little things
make a big difference."
“I think our basketball
IQs increased as the
year went along. We
went back and watched
film and pointed out
some things. You could
see them trying over
the course of the year to
implement some of that
stuff in games. We just
need more court time.”

GIRLS REVIEW

Jasmine Sigmon was
the lone senior for the
Vikings (5-15, 2-9 Three
Rivers League).

“Obviously  getting
to spend the last year
of my daughter’s high
school career with her
is special,” Coach Sig-
mon said.

Junior Destiny Hagan
led the Vikings at 11
points per game. Jaycee
Maples, also a junior,

experience

was next at six points.

“We had to have a lot
of kids step up this year
into different roles be-
cause we lost a couple
of girls who we thought
were going to be able to
help us quite a bit this
year,” Sigmon said. “We
all had to stick together
and figure things out
together  throughout
the season.

“We had quite a few
juniors play. My bench
was basically fresh-
men. Obviously, these
girls got a lot of court
time this year. That
will help us next year,
and we have a couple of
freshmen who I'm ex-
cited about. Obviously
asking a freshman to be
on a varsity floor is not
something you want to
do, but I think we have
a good group coming."

BOYS REVIEW

Northeast went 3-16
this season and placed
fifth in its division
of the Three Rivers
League.

“The thing I will
remember about this
team was that it was a
young and very inexpe-
rienced team,” Vance
said. “But we com-
peted very well with
the teams we did play.
And we did play some
really good teams and
some good nonconfer-

ence teams like Galena
(Class 3A state tourna-
ment qualifier).”

An example of the
Vikings’ competitive-
ness came in their
final game when they
lost at top-seeded Os-
wego 58-51 in the 2A
sub-state tournament.

“It was a tough envi-
ronment,” Vance said,
“but we had game-
planned all week plus
we had played them the
previous week, so that
helped us get ready for
that game. We compet-
ed hard and we cut it to
five and we just weren’t
able to hang onto it and
take the lead back.”

Devin Smith and
Jaden Whetzell joined
Wade as the Vikings’
three seniors. Wade and
Jaxson Payne averaged
nine and eight points,
respectively. Payne is
one of four freshmen
who saw action.

“It was a night and
day difference from
Day 1 in the jamboree
to the very last sub-
state game,” Vance
said. “The record
doesn’t show it, but
from a coaching point,
my assistant and I were
very pleased with how
far we came as a group.
We just weren’t able to
close out games.”

Charley Butler

W -4 L ST -

We'll be cheering you on!
From your #1 fans at

Here's to a

SLAM-DUNK

Season

\\V WATCO

Recognized by Forbes and Newsweek
for our Outstanding Culture

FRONTENAC

CONTINUED FROM 5C

before falling to Neode-
sha 38-29.

“We had a chance in
every game we played,”
Fields said. “We played
good defense in all three
games, and offensively
we came up short in
that last game.

“All year long we were
pretty consistent on the
defensive end. We had
a lot of different things
we could do. By the end
of the year, our spacing
and our movement and
our attacking on offense
got better.

“Getting to the sub-
state final, out of 64
teams you’re going to
be one of the final 16,
I don’t know if people
would have thought that
(earlier in the season).”

The Raiders had eight
seniors — Taylor Kyser,
Kayci McGowen, Ten-
ley Sullivan, Ella Sul-
livan, Addison Myers,
Alana Sullivan, Skylar
Hutchinson and Avery
Johnson, who missed
basically the entire sea-
son with a knee injury.

Marli Stout led the
Raiders at 11 points per
game, and Kyser was
next at nine points.

“We had seven fresh-
men, five of them who
suited up with the varsi-
ty all year,” Fields said.
“They all got a good
taste of varsity compe-
tition. We’re excited for
the next few years.”
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