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INDEPENDENCE, Kan. — An Indepen-
dence man with multiple active warrants 
was arrested this week after allegedly 
barricading himself  in an apartment while 
armed with a sword.

Shortly after 9:30 p.m. Tuesday, Monto-
gomery County sheriff’s deputies arrived at 
the Garden Walk apartment complex, 1701 
N. 10th St. in Independence, to assist the 
Independence Police Department, which 
had received calls that Steven Schanstra 

of  Independence had en-
tered one of  the apartments 
with a sword. Officers knew 
Schanstra had three felony 
warrants out of  Montgom-
ery County, according to the 
sheriff’s office.

Deputies and officers en-
tered the apartment with the 
tenant’s consent and attempted to contact 
Schanstra, but heard him barricading the 
bedroom door, and he would not come out, 
according to the sheriff’s office. Deputies 
determined Schanstra was the only occu-

pant in the apartment and backed out to 
start the barricaded subject protocol.

The Montgomery County Emergency Re-
sponse Team was activated and responded 
to the scene. Members of  the Montgomery 
County Crisis Negotiations Team (CNT) 
arrived and started working to establish 
contact with Schanstra via phone. At ap-
proximately 11:52 p.m., CNT was able to suc-
cessfully establish contact with Schanstra 
via cell phone. At approximately midnight, 
CNT was able to talk Schanstra out of  the 
apartment, where the Emergency Response 

Patrick 
Schmidt 
speaks at 
PSU forum

By Dustin R. Strong

Morning Sun Staff

PITTSBURG, Kan. — The 
Pittsburg State University Cam-
pus Democrats hosted a candi-
date forum in the Governor’s 
Room at the Overman Student 
Center on Wednesday evening, 
with Campus Democrats Pres-
ident Lydia Zerr asking ques-
tions gathered from the PSU 
student body on topics ranging 
from abortion rights and envi-
ronmental issues to child care 
and national security.

According to Zerr, organizers 
wanted a bipartisan event and 
reached out to local candidates. 
County Commissioner Jeremy 
Johnson and his GOP challeng-
er, Carl Wood, were invited, but 
after initially accepting the offer 
Wood cancelled his appearance.

Patrick Schmidt, the Demo-
cratic challenger for the Kansas 
Second District seat in Congress 
currently held by Jake LaTurn-
er, is a sixth-generation Kansan 
who grew up in Johnson Coun-
ty, but has deep family roots in 
Pittsburg. LaTurner, according 
to Zerr, “unfortunately has 
been unresponsive for weeks on 
multiple platforms and contact 
services.”

Schmidt was serving as a 
Naval Intelligence officer in 
Washington, D.C., living in an 

Democratic challenger 
fires shots across 
LaTurner’s bow

By Jonathan Riley

Morning Sun Editor

PITTSBURG, Kan. — The Kan-
sas Board of  Regents released 
enrollment numbers for the 
state’s public higher education 
system Thursday, and following 
a statewide trend, Pittsburg 
State University’s enrollment 
was lower than last year’s. 

PSU’s 2022 enrollment is 5,858, 
down from 6,017 in 2021, or a 2.6 
percent decrease. The university 
was quick to point out, though, 
that its freshman, transfer, and 
international student enroll-
ment has actually increased.

“Overall, our enrollment is 
down 2.6 percent, and the de-
cline is in returning students,” 
said Howard Smith, provost and 
vice president for Academic Af-
fairs. “We are taking an aggres-
sive campus-wide approach to 
learn what students experience 
as barriers to graduating, and 
already have begun to take 
steps to eliminate or reduce 
those barriers.”

Freshman enrollment at PSU 
is up 4.9 percent compared to 
last fall, and transfer student 
enrollment is up 2.4 percent. 
Reflecting a bounce back from 
the COVID-19 pandemic, inter-

national student enrollment at 
PSU is up more than 35 percent 
from last fall, at 265 students 
compared to 197 reported in last 
year’s 20th day fall census.

PSU noted in a press release 
that the university has recently 
been making plans to create a 
one-stop, professional advising 
center, as well as exploring 
possibilities such as scholar-
ship packages to last for four 
years, and an associate’s degree 
option for students who have to 
pause their education midway 
through.

“Ultimately, we want to see 
students complete what they’ve 

started, make it to the finish 

line, and earn their degree, be-

cause we know how important 

it is to their future, their earn-

ing potential, and the work-

force,” Smith said.

The one-year change in 

overall enrollment at PSU is 

comparable to that of  Kansas 

State University, which also saw 

a 2.6 percent decrease. More 

significant decreases were seen 

at Emporia State University, 

with a 5.2 percent drop, and 

Fort Hays State University, with 

a decline of  8.2 percent. The 

Man armed with sword arrested after Independence standoff

Schanstra

By Antjea Wolff

Morning Sun Staff

PITTSBURG, Kan. — As 
part of  his first-ever head-
line tour, One for the Road, 
singer/songwriter Larry 
Fleet will be coming to 
Pittsburg and performing 
at Kansas Crossing Casino 
on Saturday, Oct. 15.

Fleet grew up in a musi-
cal family in White Bluff, 
Tennessee. He said every 
Sunday after the family at-
tended church, they would 
go to his aunt and uncle's 
house and play music af-
ter dinner.

“I thought that was the 
coolest thing,” Fleet said. 
“And that’s what inspired 
me to first pick up a guitar 
and want to learn because 
I wanted to play with the 

other kids in my family.”
Fleet continued to 

play the guitar and sing 
throughout high school, 
and it was when he was in 
college that he discovered 
he could make money 
from his passion.

“I never actually knew 
that you could get paid to 
play music,” Fleet said. 
“So I was playing for a 
long time, just because I 
loved to do it.”

He said he was playing 
in a bar one night for tip 
money, and ended up with 
$30 by the end of  the night. 

“I thought this is pret-
ty cool, that I can make 
money doing this, maybe 
I should give it a shot,” 
he said. “I had people 
who told me that I was 
good enough. I believed it 

I guess and kind of  went 
for it. “

Fleet said he did jobs 
like construction and 
working at Lowe’s during 
the holiday season in or-
der to try and get his mu-
sic career off the ground. 
He said he quit playing a 
few times because it was 
hard to just do music for 
a living.

By the time he met his 
wife Phebe, he decided to 
quit trying to play music 
professionally, and to get 
a stable job instead so 
he could provide for his 
family, he said, although 
he would still go play at 
some of  the local bars on 
the weekends to keep pur-
suing his passion.

One for the Road

Singer/songwriter Larry Fleet will be performing at Kansas Crossing Casino on Saturday, 

Oct. 15. COURTESY PHOTO

Singer/songwriter to perform at Kansas Crossing

Patrick Schmidt, Democrat-

ic candidate for the Second 

Kansas Congressional District, 

speaks at a public forum hosted 

by Pittsburg State’s Campus 

Democrats on Wednesday night.  

DUSTIN R. STRONG / THE MORNING SUN

PSU enrollment down 
overall, but up in key areas

Pittsburg State University’s Dr. Mark Johnson, a Distinguished Toastmaster, left, teaches a lesson on public speaking to area 

professionals on Thursday at the Pittsburg Area Chamber of Commerce. Johnson said the Pittsburg Toastmaster Club often 

offers similar workshops to the public to foster public speaking skills and leadership development. DUSTIN R. STRONG / THE MORNING SUN

Chamber hosts public speaking workshop

See ARRESTED, Page 2A

See PSU, Page 2A

See SCHMIDT, Page 2A

See FLEET, Page 8A
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CLUB NOTES

Friday, Sept. 30

Dinner at the Arma American Legion

The Arma American Legion, located at 512 E Main, is 

open Friday nights serving good food and drinks. The 

kitchen opens at 5:30 p.m. for dine-in or carry-out. Cus-

tomers may call 620-347-8520 to place an order.

Pittsburg Parks & Rec Senior Bingo  

September 30 Theme– “Birthdays.” Each week features 

a new theme with fun activities to enjoy. Senior Bingo 

starts at 1 p.m. at Lincoln Center, 710 W. 9th St, Pittsburg. 

Snacks and break time is 2 p.m. Cost: $0.50 per meeting, 

$0.25 per card. For additional details, call the Pittsburg 

Parks & Recreation office at (620) 231-8310 or stop by 

Lincoln Center at 710 W. 9th St. in Pittsburg. 

Saturday, Oct. 1

Scrabble Club 

Scrabble Club will meet Saturday, Oct. 1, from noon to 4 

p.m. at Pittsburg Public Library. New players are welcome.

Sunflower Kiwanis

Don't throw away those aluminum cans! Bring them to 

Dillon's parking lot on Saturday, where Sunflower Kiwanis 

members will be collecting from 8 a.m. to noon. Cans are 

collected the first Saturday of each month.

Monday, Oct. 3

TOPS #0599 Pittsburg 

TOPS KS 0599 Pittsburg, Kansas, meets Monday eve-

nings for confidential weigh-ins and an informational meet-

ing at the Homer Cole Center at 3003 N. Joplin, Pittsburg, 

KS. Weigh-ins begin at about 5:15 p.m. and the meeting 

starts at 6:05 p.m. For more details about TOPS #0599, 

contact Wanda Porter at 620-231-9091. 

Co-Dependents Anonymous 

As COVID-19 and social distancing has curtailed CoDa 

meetings, there is now a weekly audio only conference 

call meeting at noon on Mondays. For more information 

call 620-704-1309 or email jtknoll@swbell.net. 

Community Grief Support Group

Meeting the first Monday of each month at Root Coffee House, 

402 N Broadway, Pittsburg, from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Oct. 4

Pittsburg Noon Rotary 

Pittsburg Noon Rotary meets at noon on Tuesdays at 

Via Christi Hospital. To allow more time for networking, 

the group has added a monthly "Social Hour" on the first 

Tuesday of every month throughout the community. Ask 

a Rotarian for the next social hour location or visit the 

group's Facebook page, Pittsburg Noon Rotary Club.

Pittsburg Duplicate Bridge Club 

The Pittsburg Duplicate Bridge Club meets on Tuesdays 

at 12:15 p.m. at the Homer Cole Community Center. Fully 

vaccinated bridge players are welcome to come play with 

their partners. Masks are mandated at this time, but this 

policy will be reviewed when possible.

Obituary Policy
Obituaries are published in the Pittsburg Morning Sun as a service to 

our readers. We do not charge for this service and encourage photos to 
accompany the article telling about the life of the person.

Pittsburg

522 S. Broadway

Pittsburg, KS 66762

620.231.4700

www.bathnaylor.com

Weir

104 W. Main St.

Weir, KS 66781

620.369.8266

Columbus

611 S. East Avenue

Columbus KS, 66725

620.429.4114

ELECTRIC

INSURED � BONDED � LISCENSED

Cell: (479) 957-0682 Cowan electric@yahoo.com

davidcowanelectric.com

Ervin’s Tree Service
Equipped With Bucket Truck

Trimming Removal

Trees, Brushes, Stump Removal

We do yard clean up

Free Estimates

We are Insured

Ervin Kichler, Owner
Cell 620-724-0121

Mona 620-724-2690

James "Jim" Wood, born Oct. 17, 1939, passed away on 
Wednesday, Sept. 28, 2022.

His full obituary and service arrangements will be 
published at a later date.

James "Jim" Wood

Staff Reports

news@morningsun.net

PITTSBURG, Kan. — In 
preparation for the release 
of  its 2023 Community Cal-
endar, the Pittsburg Area 
Chamber of  Commerce 
has announced that it is 
now accepting nomina-
tions for the 2023 Women 
of  Distinction.

“The 2023 Women of  
Distinction calendar will 
honor 12 outstanding 
women who make the 
Pittsburg area a better 
place,” the Chamber said 
in a Facebook post.

Each year, the Cham-
ber selects 12 women 
from those nominated to 

be featured in its Com-
munity Calendar. Those 
chosen are recognized, 
along with the winner 
of  the Kaye Lynne Webb 
Influential Woman in 
Business Award, at the an-
nual Women in Business 
Breakfast. Past Women of  
Distinction have included 
medical professionals, 
educators, and business 
leaders, among others.

Visit pittsburgarea-
chamber.com/nominate/ 
to submit a Women of  Dis-
tinction nomination. The 
deadline to submit nomi-
nations is Oct. 21. Nomina-
tions received after Oct. 21 
will not be considered for 
the 2023 calendar.

Nominations open for 
Women of Distinction

University of  Kansas, on 
the other hand, had a less 
significant decrease of  0.4 
percent, while Wichita 
State University saw a 5.1 
percent increase.

“Our system is taking 
decisive action to reverse 
declining enrollments, 
better serve students and 
ensure that our state has 
the workforce needed to 
grow the Kansas econ-
omy,” KBOR Chair Jon 
Rolph said. “Initiatives 
such as our general ed-
ucation package and im-

plementation of  student 
success initiatives will 
help our system serve and 
graduate more students.” 

While other univer-
sities in the Kansas Re-
gents system saw larger 
one-year enrollment 
decreases than PSU, 
over a five-year period, 
Pittsburg State has seen 
the greatest decrease, at 
15.2 percent. University 
officials note, however, 
that PSU is making some 
progress toward address-
ing its enrollment chal-
lenges.

“Last fall, enrollment 
was down 6 percent over-
all, so we are closing the 
gap,” Smith said. 

PSU

Continued from Page 1A

Team was able to place 
Schanstra in custody 
without further incident.

Schanstra was trans-
ported to the Montgom-
ery County Jail and 
booked on all three felo-
ny warrants. 

“I am very thankful 
and proud of  the Sheriff’s 
Emergency Response 
Team and the Crisis Ne-
gotiations Team for their 
combined efforts in suc-
cessfully taking a felony 
suspect into custody with-
out anyone getting hurt,” 

Montgomery County 
Sheriff Ron Wade said. 

“I want to say thank 
you to the Officers with 
the Independence Kan-
sas Police Department 
for their assistance with 
this situation. I also want 
to thank the Coffeyville 
Police Department for 
bringing up some equip-
ment that would have 
assisted the Crisis Nego-
tiations Team if  they had 
been on scene for a long 
period of  time,” Wade 
said, adding that “this 
situation did not last for 
a long time thankfully, as 
a lot of  barricaded sub-
ject calls do.”

ARRESTED

Continued from Page 1A

apartment building across 
the street from the Capitol, 
when he decided to run for 
office. He was a first-hand 
witness to the events of  
Jan. 6, 2021.

“I could smell the tear 
gas and bear spray,” 
Schmidt said. “People 
beating the shit out of  
cops with American flags, 
Confederate flags, and 
swastikas; a noose erected 
in front of  the Capitol and 
people chanting ‘Hang 
Mike Pence.’”

Schmidt said that the 
first vote LaTuner cast in 
the aftermath was to vote 
to decertify the election 
results. “We’ve had this 
before. We’ve had this be-
fore in Kansas,” Schmidt 
said. “We’ve been dealing 
with the Josh Hawleys of  
the world for a long time, 
170 years ago. But Jake 
voted that way, and has 
consistently voted against 
Kansas and voted against 
Pittsburg, because he 
doesn’t think you are go-
ing to vote.”

Highlighting his fami-
ly’s history as teachers, 
Schmidt said, “LaTurner 
has consistently voted 
against funding for Pitt 
State. Look at what’s hap-
pening in Emporia right 
now. Your education is on 
the line.” Schmidt went 
on to outline the threat he 
believes LaTurner poses 
to health care, social secu-
rity, and infrastructure.

Given the results of  

the recent Aug. 2 referen-
dum on abortion rights, 
Schmidt says the state 
has an opportunity to flip 
a GOP seat in the House 
of  Representatives.

Schmidt said the skills 
and personal experiences 
that make him qualified 
for office stem from his 
upbringing and military 
experience. “This is very 
personal for me,” Schmidt 
said. “My parents taught 
elementary school in 
Kansas for 50 years. The 
challenge of  not having 
the resources they need 
to teach in the classroom; 
the heartbreak of  seeing 
kids that were too hungry 
to learn; the inability to 
age with dignity because 
they didn’t get a raise 
above inflation for the 
last 20 years of  their 50-
year career; the struggles 
of  trying to raise two sons 
and own their own home.”

Of  his experiences in 
the Navy, Schmidt said he 
had 31 sailors under his 
command that knew more 
than he did, but he was in 
charge. During his time 
as an intelligence officer, 
he said, he saw the U.S. 
being challenged across 
the globe in a way that it 
hasn’t been since World 
War II.

“For over a hundred 
years the Navy has been 
saying, ‘Loose lips sink 
ships,’ and a month ago, 
the former president got 
caught with a bunch of  
classified material in his 
basement. It wasn’t even 
locked,” Schmidt said. 
“We have a representative 

right now that is on the 
Homeland Security Com-
mittee who is attacking 
the FBI and the people 
making sure the material 
is properly handled, in-
stead of  saying, ‘Hey, this 
is wrong.’ We need people 
who can bear witness, 
that can tell right from 
wrong and won’t try to lie 
to you about it.”

On abortion rights, 
Schmidt said the people 
of  Kansas spoke loud 
and clear on Aug. 2, and 
it “wasn’t even close.” 
Schmidt singled out La-
Turner’s support for a 
federal ban on abortion 
and his opposition to the 
Aug. 2 result. “I think 
that’s bad,” Schmidt said, 
adding that he would vote 
to codify Roe v. Wade into 
law.

When asked about the 
environment and alter-
native energy, Schmidt 
answered with dry hu-
mor, saying, “I think it’s 
hot enough in Kansas.” 
Schmidt talked about the 
current drought, wild-
fires, a disappearing aqui-
fer, crop failures, loss of  
livestock, and renewable 
energy.

“We need to do every-
thing to support agricul-
ture in Kansas,” Schmidt 
said, “but not go out of  
our way to make Kansas 
hotter.” Schmidt said 
there is federal money 
in the Infrastructure In-
vestment and Jobs Act for 
jobs in renewable energy 
and Kansas has some of  
the best research, indus-
trial, and manufacturing 

bases in the country. “Ev-
ery solar panel and wind 
turbine made in Kansas is 
one not made in China,” 
he said. “We can create 
jobs and fix the environ-
ment.”

Lack of  child care is the 
single biggest impediment 
to economic development 
in the state, according to 
Schmidt. “Over 50 percent 
of  child care facilities in 
Kansas have closed in the 
past two years,” he said. 
Last year, Schmidt said, 
there was a national child 
care bill before Congress. 
LaTurner voted against 
the bill.

“Jake LaTurner doesn’t 
think there is a child 
care problem in Kansas,” 
Schmidt said. “And he 
has exacerbated it his en-
tire career in office.”

Zerr asked Schmidt 
what he would say to La-
Turner had he been pres-
ent at Wednesday’s candi-
date forum. “We curse a 
lot in the Navy,” Schmidt 
said, “but I would ask why 
he votes against Kansas.”

Schmidt also said there 
are serious issues in the 
lack of  mental health 
facilities in Kansas, blam-
ing LaTurner for voting 
to cut funding and saying 
that the largest providers 
of  mental health treat-
ment in Kansas right now 
are county correctional 
facilities.

“I know I don’t have all 
the answers,” Schmidt 
said. “But right now, we 
don’t have someone who 
is even asking the ques-
tions.” 

SCHMIDT

Continued from Page 1A
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AREA EVENTS

Friday, Sept. 30

Talking Heads Discussion Group

The Talking Heads discussion group will meet at 9 a.m. 

every Friday morning at the Pittsburg Public Library. Us-

ing The Great Courses Series from The Teaching Compa-

ny, participants will watch a 30-minute DVD lecture and 

the group discusses it.

Sperry Herbarium Open House

An open house is planned from 3 to 6 p.m. for the T.M. 

Sperry Herbarium at Pittsburg State University to cele-

brate its newly renovated space and facilities in Room 

212 Hartman Hall. The event will feature a short presenta-

tion by Director Neil Snow, a professor of biology, on the 

recent completion of a grant from the National Science 

Foundation.

Friday Music on the Lake 

The Friends of Crawford State Park are once again host-

ing live music at Crawford State Park, Farlington, Kansas. 

Each Friday, music will be from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Lake 

View Café, on the northwest end of the lake at Crawford 

State Park. This Friday, Stone Country will be performing. 

Attendees are encouraged to bring their lawn chairs.

Global Fest 

The International Student Association, in conjunction with 

the Office of International Programs and Services, will 

host Global Fest - an international night market – from 

6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Friday, Sept. 30 at Lindburg Plaza, at 

the intersection of Lindburg and Elm Streets. There will 

be a variety of country and ethnic booths with street food, 

wares, games, music, and more. It will be an interactive 

event exploring the many regions of the world in a lively 

open-air market atmosphere. Food samples will be $1 

each (cash). The event is open to the public. 

Trout Fishing in America

Olive Street Presents a performance by Trout Fishing in 

America Friday, Sept. 30 at the Bicknell Family Center 

for the Arts. All seating general admission. $20 advance 

tickets, $25 day of show and at the door. Doors open at 

6 p.m. and music begins at 7 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 1 

Pittsburg Farmers Market

Vendors offer seasonal fruits and vegetables, meats, 

baked goods, and more. Local artisans sell handmade 

crafts. The farmers’ market accepts EBT/Vision/SNAP 

cards. Saturdays from 8 a.m. to noon April 16 to Oct. 30 

at the Farmers’ Market Pavilion, 119 E. 11th St., Pitts-

burg.

GorillaFest 

A pre-game celebration will be held from 11 a.m. to 2 

p.m. at Gorilla Village, east of Carnie Smith Stadium. 

There will be bounce houses, face painting, balloon twist-

ing, food vendors, live music by Larry Douglas, and PSU 

merchandise for sale. Free admission.

Greenbush presents “Paint the Town” 

Art and play is an important part of a child’s development 

which is why Greenbush the Education Service Center 

will be hosting an event for families with children ages 0 

to 5 called “Paint the Town” from 9 to 11 a.m. Saturday, 

Oct. 1 at the playground of The Center, 1600 N. Walnut.

Fall Brawl Demolition Derby

A Fall Brawl Demolition Derby will take place on Saturday, 

Oct. 1 at the Crawford County Fairgrounds at 100 South 

106th St. Girard. The pits will open at 9 a.m. and the 

show starts at 2 p.m. 

Monday, Oct. 3

Story Time at the Library

The Pittsburg Public Library invites kids and families to 

the library at 6 p.m. on Mondays for a story time. The 

program is free and no registration is required. Story time 

takes place at the library at 308 N. Walnut Street.

Tuesday, Oct. 4

Art Exploration Instruction

Join Gallery artists Pat Glick and Laura Wright every 

Tuesday afternoon for a fun time working on citizens’ own 

projects or art from 12:30 to 2 p.m. at ArtForms Gallery. 

Participants are asked to bring their own materials. This 

event is free and open to the public.

Paid for by: Patrick for Kansas

701 N Broadway, | Pittsburg, KS 66762

(620) 230-5367

Private appointments and financing plans available. Contact us today for details.

BUD’S Jewerly

Engagement rings • Gold and Silver Dealer• Gifts • $5 Batteries  

Karen’s Pooch Parlor

Call 620-231-0720 
to schedule  your appointment TODAY!

Dog Grooming

@KPoochParlor Follow us on Facebook to learn more

Donuts no longer avavilable starting July 1st

From left, Jacob Anselmi, Roger Horton and Sydney Anselmi listen as Heather Horton talks about the history of 

her restaurant, Toast, during the Pittsburg Area Chamber of Commerce After Hours event on Thursday. The Hor-

tons hosted the event to invite members to celebrate the restaurant’s 3-year anniversary. Prizes including a t-shirt, 

gift card, stickers, and buttons were raffled to attendees. ANTJEA WOLFF / THE MORNING SUN

Chamber gets Toasted

SPRINGFIELD, Mo. 
(AP) — Two former ex-
ecutives of  a Missouri 
health nonprofit have 
pleaded guilty to their 
roles in a corruption 
scheme that ensnared 
several Arkansas elected 
officials and lobbyists, 
federal prosecutors said.

Bontiea Berned-
ette Goss, 63, and her 
husband, Tommy Ray 
Goss, 66, pleaded guilty 
Wednesday in federal 
court to conspiracy 
charges arising from a 
multi-year federal inves-
tigation.

The couple were execu-

tives at Preferred Family 
Healthcare Inc., a Spring-
field-based nonprofit that 
provided services such 
as substance abuse treat-
ments and counseling 
to people in Missouri, 
Arkansas, Kansas, Okla-
homa and Illinois.

Federal prosecutors 
said in a news release the 
Gosses and other co-con-
spirators paid bribes and 
kickbacks to Arkansas 
lawmakers to obtain fa-
vorable legislation and 
other official actions that 
helped the nonprofit.

As part of  the plea 
agreement, the Gosses 

must forfeit up to $4.3 mil-
lion as determined by the 
court at their sentencing. 
A sentencing date has not 
been set.

Bontiea Goss pleaded 
guilty to conspiracy to 
pay bribes and kickbacks 
to elected public officials 
in Arkansas.

Tom Goss pleaded 
guilty to being part of  the 
conspiracy by embezzling 
funds from the nonprofit 
and paying bribes and 
kickbacks to Arkansas 
officials. He also pleaded 
guilty to preparing a false 
tax return.

Earlier this year, Pre-

ferred Family Healthcare 
agreed to pay more than 
$8 million in forfeiture 
and restitution to the fed-
eral government and the 
state of  Arkansas under 
a non-prosecution agree-
ment, which acknowledg-
es the criminal conduct 
of  its former officers and 
employees.

Other Preferred Family 
employees, Arkansas lob-
byists and some Arkan-
sas lawmakers, including 
former state Sen. Jeremy 
Hutchinson, nephew of  
Gov. Asa Hutchinson, 
have pleaded guilty for 
their roles in the scheme.

Missouri health executives 
plead guilty in widespread fraud

By SEUNG MIN KIM

Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Six Republican-led states 
are suing the Biden ad-
ministration in an effort 
to halt its plan to forgive 
student loan debt for tens 
of  millions of  Americans, 
accusing it of  overstepping 
its executive powers.

It’s at least the second 
legal challenge this week 
to the sweeping proposal 
laid out by President Joe 
Biden in late August, when 
he said his administration 
would cancel up to $20,000 
in education debt for huge 
numbers of  borrowers. 
The announcement, after 
months of  internal delib-
erations and pressure from 
liberal activists, became 
immediate political fodder 
ahead of  the November 
midterms while fueling 
arguments from conserva-
tives about legality.

In the lawsuit, being 
filed Thursday in a federal 
court in Missouri, the Re-
publican states argue that 
Biden's cancellation plan 
is “not remotely tailored 
to address the effects of  
the pandemic on federal 
student loan borrowers,” 
as required by the 2003 
federal law that the admin-
istration is using as legal 
justification. They point 
out that Biden, in an in-
terview with CBS' "60 Min-
utes” this month, declared 
the Covid-19 pandemic 
over, yet is still using the 
ongoing health emergency 
to justify the wide-scale 
debt relief.

“It’s patently unfair 
to saddle hard-working 
Americans with the loan 
debt of  those who chose 
to go to college,” Arkansas 
Attorney General Leslie 
Rutledge, who is leading 
the group, said in an inter-

view.
She added: “The De-

partment of  Education is 
required, under the law, 
to collect the balance due 
on loans. And President 
Biden does not have the 
authority to override 
that.”

The states of  Iowa, Kan-
sas, Missouri, Nebraska 
and South Carolina joined 
Arkansas in filing the 
lawsuit. Iowa has a Dem-
ocratic attorney general, 
but the state's Republican 
governor, Kim Reynolds, 
signed on the state's be-
half. The states argue that 
Missouri's loan servicer 
is facing a “number of  
ongoing financial harms” 
because of  Biden's deci-
sion to cancel loans. Other 
states that joined the 
lawsuit argue that Biden's 
forgiveness plan will ulti-
mately disrupt revenue to 
state coffers.

Biden’s forgiveness pro-
gram will cancel $10,000 in 
student loan debt for those 
making less than $125,000 
or households with less 
than $250,000 in income. 
Pell Grant recipients, who 
typically demonstrate 
more financial need, will 
get an additional $10,000 in 
debt forgiven.

The administration also 
said it would extend the 
current pause on federal 
student loan repayments 
— put on hold near the 
start of  the pandemic 
more than two years ago 
— once more through the 
end of  the year.

The administration 
faced threats of  legal chal-
lenges to its plans almost 
immediately, with con-
servative attorneys, Re-
publican lawmakers and 
business-oriented groups 
asserting that Biden was 
overstepping his authority 
in taking such sweeping 

action without the assent 
of  Congress.

Democratic lawmak-
ers battling in tough 
reelection contests also 
distanced themselves from 
the student loan plan, as 
Republican officials called 
it an unfair government 
giveaway for relatively 
affluent people at the ex-
pense of  those who didn’t 
pursue higher education.

In their lawsuit, the 
Republican attorneys gen-
eral also contend that the 
forgiveness program vio-
lates the Administrative 
Procedure Act, which lays 
out how federal agencies 
should make regulations 
in order to ensure exec-
utive branch policies are 
well-reasoned and ex-
plained.

“The president does not 
have the authority to put 
himself  in the place of  
Congress,” Rutledge said 
in the interview. “These 
actions must be taken by 
Congress and he can’t 
override that.”

To justify the plan’s 
legality, the Biden admin-
istration is relying on a 
post-Sept. 11, 2001, law 
meant to help members 
of  the military that the 
Justice Department says 
allows Biden to reduce or 
erase student loan debt 
during a national emer-
gency. But Republicans 
argue the administration 
is misinterpreting the law 
because, in part, the pan-
demic no longer qualifies 
as a national emergency.

Another lawsuit against 
Biden’s student loan pro-
gram was filed this week 

in an Indiana federal 
court by the Pacific Legal 
Foundation, a libertarian 
legal advocacy group that 
employs a lawyer who says 
he would be harmed by 
the forgiveness plan. The 
lawyer, Frank Garrison, 
says erasing his current 
debt load will trigger a tax 
liability from the state of  
Indiana, which is among 
at least a half  dozen states 
where the forgiven loan 
amounts will be subject to 
state taxes.

The White House dis-
missed the lawsuit as base-
less because any borrower 
who does not want the 
debt relief  can opt out. The 
Education Department is 
still on track to unveil the 
application for the forgive-
ness plan in early October, 
and it sent an email to 
borrowers Thursday ex-
plaining how to prepare 
to apply. The email noted 
that applicants do not have 
to submit any supporting 
documents.

Republicans have also 
seized on the Biden plan’s 
price tag and its impact on 
the nation’s budget deficit. 
The Congressional Budget 
Office said this week that 
the program will cost 
about $400 billion over the 
next three decades. The 
White House countered 
that the CBO’s estimate 
of  how much the plan will 
cost just in its first year, 
$21 billion, is lower than 
what the administration 
initially believed.

Associated Press writer 
Collin Binkley contributed 
to this report.

Biden administration sued over student loan plan
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EDITORIAL CARTOON

DEAR ABBY: My boyfriend and 
I have been involved for five 
years. He was sentenced to 
prison for 3 1/2 years. Before he 
left, we had a really rocky rela-
tionship. He cheated on me with 
multiple women, some of  whom 
he continued on with during his 
prison sentence. I was pregnant 
when he went away, so I am now 
raising our child alone. Fast-for-
ward to the present: He and I 
are doing extremely well. I see 
major changes, and we truly be-
lieve we can make it work when 

he's released at the end of  next 
year. My problem is, I have done 
some things that are eating away 
at me. I have had numerous rela-
tions while he has been away, all 
the while letting him think I'm 
this perfect stay-at-home fian-
cee and mother. Although none 
of  my affairs have been serious, 
I'm sure if  he finds out, it would 
be the end of  us. I'm scared and 
confused about what to do. I love 
him dearly and truly want to 
spend eternity with him. What 
should my next step be? — IM-
PERFECT, TOO, IN FLORIDA

DEAR IMPERFECT: Your next step 
should be to tell your boyfriend 
the truth. While you're at it, tell 
him you didn't reveal it before 
because you weren't proud of  
it and didn't want to worry him 

while he was locked up. You real-
ly have no other option because 
someone who knows you may 
let it slip, which would be worse 
than his hearing from you. From 
your description, your baby's fa-
ther is no angel -- and he should 
not expect you to be one, either. 
By the way, your telling him will 
not be the "end of  you." You are 
the mother of  his child, and he is 
legally obligated to support that 
child until he or she is no longer 
a minor. P.S. Because you and 
your boyfriend have been sexual-
ly active with multiple partners, 
you should both be checked for 
STDs.

DEAR ABBY: I would like to ad-
dress this to parents who have 
abandoned an LGBTQ child: I 
have met your children through 

my transgender son, and I'm 
happy to report they are doing 
fine. They are the nicest, most 
caring people I know. Instead 
of  being bitter and angry about 
your rejection, they are welcom-
ing of  everyone they meet. I mar-
vel at their dedication to love. 
They have taught me by their 
example that unconditional love 
is the foundation of  the LGBTQ 
fellowship. It reminds me of  a 
man born in Bethlehem long 
ago, who taught unconditional 
love of  all people. Sadly, it seems 
His message has been diluted, 
distorted and rewritten. If  He 
were around today, I believe He 
would really like your child. So, 
in closing, let me congratulate 
you for having raised a wonder-
ful, loving child who is filled with 
joy and generosity. And please 

remember: It's never too late 
to learn how to love. — PROUD 
DAD OF A WONDERFUL SON

DEAR PROUD DAD: Your letter 
carries a strong, positive mes-
sage. We are all God's children. 
While I hope your letter will 
open those parents' hearts, if  
it doesn't do that, take comfort 
in the knowledge that many 
LGBTQ individuals who have 
been rejected by their parents 
have learned to build chosen 
families — with people like YOU.

Dear Abby is written by Abi-
gail Van Buren, also known as 
Jeanne Phillips, and was found-
ed by her mother, Pauline Phil-
lips. Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440, 
Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Woman hid her cheating while cheating boyfriend was jailed

DEAR ABBY
Abigail Van Buren

By Byron York

Washington Examiner

If  history is any guide, 
Democrats do not have 
a chance — not even a 
small a chance — of  keep-
ing control of  the House 
in the midterm elections. 
But the question is: Is his-
tory any guide? 

There's been a lot of  
attention paid to the new 
ABC News/Washington 
Post poll, which makes 
clear that President 
Joe Biden is a drag on 
his party as November 
approaches. Biden's job 
approval rating in the poll 
was 39% — even lower 
than some other surveys 
at the moment — and just 
35% of  Democrats said 
they want Biden to be the 
party's presidential nomi-
nee in 2024. 

But the big picture is 
even worse for Democrats. 
The accompanying analy-
sis from Langer Research 
Associates, which con-
ducted the poll, made a 
historical point that is par-
ticularly bleak for the par-
ty. "The president's stand-
ing customarily is critical 
to his party's fortunes in 
midterms," Langer began. 
"Each election has its own 
dynamic. But in midterm 
elections since 1946, when 
a president has had more 
than 50% job approval, his 
party has lost an average 
of  14 seats. When the 
president's approval has 
been less than 50% — as 
Biden's is by a consider-
able margin now — his 
party has lost an average 
of  37 seats."

There it is. Even when a 
president is doing pretty 
well — with job approval 
rating above 50% — his 
party still loses a signifi-
cant number of  seats. In 
this case, a Democratic 
loss of  14 seats would be 
enough to give control of  
the House to Republicans. 
But when a president is 
doing badly — and Biden 
is doing badly right now 
— his party's losses are 
much higher. 

Look at the examples. 
Bill Clinton in 1994 — lost 

53 seats. Barack Obama in 
2010 — lost 63 seats. Don-
ald Trump in 2018 -- lost 
40 seats. Sometimes, if  a 
president had a really high 
job approval rating, say in 
the high 50s or low 60s, he 
lost fewer than average 
seats. George H.W. Bush, 
for example, lost just eight 
seats in 1990, when his job 
approval rating was 58%. 
But Joe Biden is nowhere 
near 58%, and in any 
event, an eight-seat loss 
by Democrats would still 
narrowly give the House 
to Republicans.

So ... case closed. Except 
— what if  this election is 
different? The Democrats' 
only hope in response to 
the historical argument is 
that 2022 is somehow dif-
ferent from all those years 
when the president's par-
ty lost seats. But how is it 
different? Of  course, each 
year presents different 
conditions, but is there 
something unique about 
toady?

Look at the two excep-
tions to the historical 
rule. In 1998, Republicans 
were impeaching Clinton. 
It was a very unpopular 
move. Clinton's job ap-
proval shot up to 66%. In 
the midterm elections 
that year, the president's 
party actually picked up 
five seats. Clinton bucked 
the historical trend. Just 
four years later, in 2002, 
with September 11, global 
terrorism and the coming 
war in Iraq dominating 
the news, George W. 
Bush's approval rating 
shot to 63%. His party 
picked up six seats in the 
House. 

So the question now: 
Is there something going 
on that is similarly huge 
that would negate the 
historical trend and boost 
Democratic hopes? Some-
thing as big as the Clinton 
impeachment or Septem-
ber 11? Well, obviously 
nothing has happened to 
rocket Biden's approval 
rating into the 60s, as im-
peachment did with Clin-
ton and 9/11 did with the 
younger Bush. So unless 
something happens in the 

next six weeks to make 
Biden a wildly popular 
president — don't bet on 
that happening — he will 
go into the midterms with 
a huge historical disad-
vantage.

But what about abor-
tion? The only factor in 
the race that could be 
termed historic is the 
Supreme Court's repeal 
of  Roe v. Wade. After all, 
the abortion ruling stood 
for nearly 50 years and 
had an enormous effect 
on American politics and 
life. Is that a big enough 
a historical anomaly to 
change the midterms? 
It certainly will affect 
some races. But the deci-
sion has hit hard mostly 
among Democrats, and 
mostly among Democratic 
women. It does not seem 
to have the wide-ranging 
electoral effect that the 
Clinton impeachment or 
9/11 had. It's hard to see it 
as equaling those earlier 
events.

Indeed, there is evidence 
in the new poll that Dem-
ocrats in mostly Demo-
cratic districts are partic-
ularly fired up about the 
election, even more than 
Republicans in mostly 
Republican districts. But, 
at the same time, voters 
in competitive districts 
are moving toward ... 
Republicans. This is from 
the Langer Research anal-
ysis: "Among those living 
in congressional districts 
that are rated as at least 
somewhat competitive 
(neither solid Republican 
nor solid Democratic), 
registered voters favor 
Republican candidates by 
a wide 55%-34% -- nearly 
as big as the Republican 
lead in solid GOP districts 
(plus 24 points). Demo-
crats lead by 35 points in 
solid Democratic districts, 
pointing to a potential 
overvote where they're 
most prevalent."

That is consistent with 
the notion that, say, the 
abortion decision is going 
to motivate Democratic 
voters. The only prob-
lem is, it could lead to 
blowouts in Democratic 

districts where motivated 
voters elect Democrats 
even more emphatically 
than they did before, 
while Republicans pick 
up seats in competitive 
districts as well as their 
own GOP districts. Result: 
Republican victory. 

The bottom line is that 
neither abortion nor any 
other issue at the mo-
ment makes this midterm 
campaign a historically 
unusual one, or at least 
historically unusual 
enough to break the long-
time pattern of  unpopular 
presidents losing a lot 
of  seats in the House. It 
would take something 
much more momentous to 
buck such a solid histori-
cal trend.

But still, there is always 
room to doubt. Remember 
the Blue Wall? It was a 
notion cited by pundits 
almost constantly in the 
2016 presidential elec-
tion. The idea was that 
a group of  battleground 
states, most importantly 
Pennsylvania, Michigan 
and Wisconsin, had voted 
Democratic in all six pres-
idential elections between 
1992 and 2012. They were 
thus very, very likely to 
vote Democrat again in 
2016, which would result 
in a Hillary Clinton vic-
tory. A lot of  analysts be-
lieved that quite strongly. 
And then Donald Trump 
came along and won 
Pennsylvania, Michigan 
and Wisconsin. The his-
torical analogy worked 
until it didn't.

So now, the historical 
analogy points toward Re-
publican victory. It seems 
strong — strong enough 
to bet on. But you never 
know.

 
Byron York is chief  polit-

ical correspondent for the 
Washington Examiner. For 
a deeper dive into many of  
the topics Byron covers, 
listen to his podcast, The 
Byron York Show, avail-
able on the Ricochet Audio 
Network at ricochet.com/
series/byron-york-show 
and everywhere else pod-
casts are found.

In midterm politics, historical 
analogies work — until they don’t 

By Steven V. Roberts

Syndicated Columnist

This New York Times 
headline captures an im-
portant inflection point in 
the current political cam-
paign: "G.O.P. Redoubles 
Efforts to Tie Democrats to 
High Crime Rates."

With less than six weeks 
left before the midterm 
elections, battle lines are 
drawn. Democrats are 
emphasizing two words: 
abortion and Trump. Re-
publicans counter with 
two words of  their own: 
inflation and crime. Three 
of  those themes have 
dominated the debate for 
months. What's new is the 
GOP's ferocious focus on 
law and order, and the lat-
est ABC/Washington Post 
poll reveals why. Voters fa-
vor Republicans to handle 
that issue by a massive 22 
points. 

"Crime is the sleeper 
issue of  this cycle," Chris 
Hartline, communications 
director for the National 
Republican Senatorial 
Committee, told the Post. 
GOP pollster Robert Bliz-
zard added in Politico, 
"Any time you mention 
crime or public safety, the 
advantage for Republicans 
is significant every time." 
Democrats reluctantly 
agree. Crime "is an is-
sue where Republicans 
are on offense almost 
everywhere," admits Zac 
McCrary, a Democratic 
strategist.

The GOP calculation is 
clear: Emphasizing public 
safety shifts attention 
away from abortion and 
Trump, two issues that 
have been working well for 
Democrats. In that ABC/
Post survey, 64% oppose 
the Supreme Court's Dobbs 
decision, which canceled 
abortion rights and en-
ergized voters to register 
as Democrats, especially 
younger women.

Trump is also a liability 
for many GOP candidates, 
since slightly more than 
half  of  all voters say he 
should be charged with a 
crime for filching classified 
documents or encouraging 
violence at the U.S. Capitol. 
Almost half  of  all Republi-
cans don't want him to run 
for president again.

Inflation is still a good 
issue for the GOP, with 3 
out of  4 Americans saying 
the economy remains in 
poor shape. But crime adds 
a popular and explosive 
component to the GOP 
arsenal, with 4 of  5 voters 
telling Gallup they're con-
cerned about the issue.

"During the first three 
weeks of  September, the 
Republican candidates and 
allies aired about 53,000 
commercials on crime, 
according to AdImpact, 
which tracks political spots 
on network TV," reports 
the Post. "That's up from 
the 29,000 crime ads they 
aired in all of  August."

Trump has been follow-
ing a similar strategy, tell-
ing a recent rally: "Right 
here in Ohio, our once-
great cities are now scenes 
of  horror riddled with 

bullet holes and soaked in 
blood." 

For Republicans, this is a 
golden oldie. In 1968, with 
antiwar protesters flood-
ing the streets, candidate 
Richard Nixon decried, "As 
we look at America, we see 
cities enveloped in smoke 
and flame. We hear sirens 
in the night. We see Ameri-
cans dying ..." He added on 
CBS' "Face the Nation," "As 
far as this problem of  law 
and order is concerned, I 
am for law and order."

Republican employment 
of  this issue reached an 
apex in 1988, when George 
H.W. Bush ran a TV ad 
linking his Democratic 
opponent, Massachusetts 
Gov. Michael Dukakis, 
to Willie Horton, a Black 
criminal who raped a white 
woman while temporarily 
released from prison.

Bill Keller, who ran The 
Marshall Project, a think 
tank focused on criminal 
justice issues, states: "The 
Willie Horton ad had impli-
cations that stretched far 
beyond the 1988 campaign 
season — it ultimately 
pushed a button of  fear 
that marked the beginning 
of  a 'tough on crime' era, 
the consequences of  which 
we are still grappling with 
today."

Take just one example: 
Wisconsin, where the 
state's Black lieutenant 
governor, Mandela Barnes, 
is running to unseat Sen. 
Ron Johnson. One Johnson 
ad shows Barnes' face on 
a wall with his last name 
sprayed in graffiti-style 
script, and another labels 
him "dangerously liberal 
on crime."

"This is Willie Horton 
2.0," Cornell Belcher, a 
Democratic strategist, 
said in the Post. And he's 
correct. The Republican 
campaign is streaked with 
racism, a blatant attempt 
to exploit white anxiety 
about dark-skinned felons, 
but that's not quite the 
whole story.

Liberals who embraced 
the "defund the police" slo-
gan in the wake of  George 
Floyd's murder in 2020 
made a grave political mis-
take. For many Americans, 
crime is a real and valid 
concern. And they want a 
larger police presence in 
their neighborhoods — not 
smaller. 

Voters in San Francisco, 
of  all places, decided last 
June to recall District 
Attorney Chesa Boudin be-
cause they considered him 
too soft on criminals. And 
voters in Black neighbor-
hoods of  Minneapolis op-
posed a measure to reduce 
police funding. 

Of  course, Republicans 
are cynically weapon-
izing the crime issue to 
play on racial fears and 
phobias. But the liberals 
who screamed "defund the 
police" loaded the gun for 
them and handed it over. 

 
Steven Roberts teaches 

politics and journalism at 
George Washington Univer-
sity. He can be contacted by 
email at stevecokie@gmail.
com.

The crime 
issue returns
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The GHS first hour choir 
and Reflections performed 
Those Were the Days, a 60s 
and 70s themed concert to 
celebrate 50 years of  Re-
flections, for community 
members Tuesday, Septem-
ber 27 in John E. Shireman 
auditorium.

The first hour choir class, 
directed by instructor 
Meredith Reid, performed 
“Feelin’ Groovy (59th St. 
Bridge Song)” by Kirby 
Shaw, “California Dreamin’” 
by Roger Emerson and “Joy 
to the World (Jeremiah Was 
a Bullfrog)” by Jeff Funk.

Matthew Pease was fea-
tured as a solo in “Feelin’ 
Groovy (59th St. Bridge 
Song).”

Members include Sarah 
Best, Justify Estes, Emily 
Ferguson, Adrianna Ferrell, 

Jenna Hughes, Grace Keith, 
Alyssa Koons, Kayleigh 
Leadstrom, Aubree Lero, 
Laine Nichols, Pease, Salma 
Rodriguez, Rayleea Russell, 
Coopar Silvers, Ainsley Vi-
ets and Abigail Zibert.

The Reflections, also di-
rected by Reid, performed 
“Those Were the Days” 
by Norman Leyden, “Soul 
Man” by Mac Huff and 
“Lean on Me with We Shall 
Overcome” by Mark Hayes 
as a group. 

The girls performed 
“You’ve got a Friend” by 
Carole King and the boys 
performed “Seven Bridges 
Road” by Kirby Shaw.

Lisa Garber and Sarah 
Rose were “You’ve Got a 
Friend” soloists; Syerra 
Gilmore, Kendra Johnson 
and Ben Scheibe were “Lean 
on Me” soloists; Johnson 
and Isabella Walsh were 
“Those Were the Days” so-
loists; and Seth Wilson was 

featured as a solo in “Soul 
Man.”

Members include Levi 
Blair, Matthew Childers, 
Garber, Gilmore, Caleb 
Humble, Ty Humble, John-
son, Mia Jubber, Owen Mur-
phy, Jordyn Oplotnik, Kara 
Pope, Carly Reif, Lillian Rip-
per, Stephen Robison, Rose, 
Sylar Sammons, Scheibe, 
Hayley Schoeling, Claire 
Stevens, Adairrius Valley, 
Walsh and Wilson.

Accompanying them 
throughout the concert was 
drummer, Robert Tersinar; 
bass, Dan Duling; guitarists, 
Steve Mahnken and Richard 
Ralph; and pianist, Cindy 
Moore.

During “Lean on Me” both 
choirs were joined by GHS 
Reflections alumni.

Alumna, Lisa Mahnken 
sang “Up to the Mountain 
(MLK song)” by Patty Grif-
fin and was accompanied by 
Steve Mahnken.

Prior to their perfor-
mance, the Reflections 
learned choreography, 
practiced on a weekend with 
the band and alumni and 
auditioned for solos.

Solos included Garber, 
“At Seventeen” by Janis Ian; 
Ty Humble, “Hound Dog” 
by Elvis Presley; Johnson, 
“A Simple Man” by Lynyrd 
Skynyrd; Schoeling and Ste-
vens, “Jolene” by Dolly Par-
ton; and Wilson, “Come Fly 
With Me” by Frank Sinatra.

Regarding the concert, 
former Reflections instruc-
tor Janice Sacket said, “The 
Reflections wouldn’t be 
what it is without the people 
who come to watch and the 
people who put in time.

“Finding something you 
love to do keeps you young. 
So, it’s such an honor to get 
to see how Meredith and I 
have kept all these [alumni] 
young and these current Re-
flections members young!”

GHS Choir Concert

GHS instructor Meredith Reid directs the GHS Reflections, chorus and alumni during their dress rehearsal in John E. Shireman 

auditorium Sunday, Sept. 25. The concert, celebrating 50 years of Reflections, took place Tuesday, Sept. 27. COURTESY PHOTO

BY AINSLEY NORTON

TROJAN TRIBUNE

GHS Seatbelts Are For Everyone (S.A.F.E.) 
members attend a training conference at Gi-
rard High School Wednesday, September 21.

S.A.F.E. students from Frontenac, Girard, 
Northeast, Pittsburg, Southeast and St. 
Mary’s Colgan listened to presentations by 
S.A.F.E. Traffic Safety Specialist for Southeast 
Kansas Chase Hobart, Crawford County Un-
dersheriff Scott Tyrell,  Daniel Schulte  about 
data collection and transportation safety.

Members of  Girard’s chapter in attendance 
included seniors Samantha Brutchin, Brett 
Clevenger, Justin Ferguson, Sydney Hes-
song, Garret Humble, Lea McGown, Kenzie 
Newkirk and Luke Niggemann and juniors 
Hanna Bailey, Hayden Buckley, Cody Burns, 
Kolton Droessler, Bethany Herlocker, Aaron 
Jones, Ainsley Norton and Issac Woods. Stu-
dents were accompanied by Jeff McDonald, 
S.A.F.E. sponsor and SRO of  USD 248.

The training session was sponsored by the 
Kansas Department of  Transportation.

After the lecture, S.A.F.E. members attend-
ed a live training session, where they collected 
data on traffic passing through Girard. Tech-
niques taught at the conference will be used 
in the field by S.A.F.E. members to conduct 
three surveys from late September to late 
March. The data will be sent to the Kansas 
Traffic Safety Office.

The results from these surveys will help 
give the Kansas Department Of  Transporta-
tion an idea on the number of  drivers who 
wear seatbelts in the state of  Kansas.

Regarding the conference, Officer McDon-
ald said, “I think the surveys are a great way 
to help ensure the safety of  not only the stu-
dents but the community members as well.

“Along with providing seat belt usage data 
to the state, it also allows the opportunity for 
S.A.F.E. members to educate their peers on 
why seatbelts need to be worn in vehicles.”

A county-wide competition will be taking 
place throughout the year based on the seat-
belt checks to encourage members.

Junior S.A.F.E. member Hayden Bucklely 
said, “[She] thought it was a great learning 
experience for all members so that they 
can encourage seat belt usage in their own 
schools.”

Along with seatbelt checks, throughout the 
year S.A.F.E. members will host monthly ac-
tivities encouraging seat belt usage and safe 
driving procedures.

S.A.F.E. attends 
training 
conference

GHS junior S.A.F.E. member Hanna Bailey 

conducts the baseline seat belt check for 

GHS outside of the school Tuesday Sept. 27. 

Members of Seatbelts Are For Everyone will 

be conducting three seatbelt checks through-

out the year and hosting activities promoting 

seatbelt usage. AINSLEY NORTON/TROJAN TRIBUNE

Sixteen GHS Student Council (STUCO) representatives attend the 2022 KSHSAA Regional STUCO Conference Tuesday, Sept. 

20 at Columbus High School. Students had the opportunity to listen to speaker Tei Street and to improve their public speaking 

skills. JEREMIAH HUDSON/GHS

GHS sophomore Houston McGown races 

up a hill at KU’s annual Rim Rock Farm 

High School Classic cross country meet 

on Saturday, Sept. 24. Out of 350 com-

petitors, Tanner Ulbrich placed eighth, 

McGown placed 21 and Gavin Doubrava 

placed 29. The team will next compete on 

Saturday, Oct. 1 at Baldwin. COURTESY PHOTO

GHS FBLA members, accompanied by sponsors Beth Wilson and Jeremiah Hud-

son, visit Block 22 as a portion of their field trip Monday, Sept. 26. After learn-

ing about the possible career paths available through KOAM, they visited the 

Foundry, where they attended entrepreneurship and marketing presentations. 

BETH WILSON/GHS
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LOOKING BACK

FROM OUR HISTORY

TODAY IN HISTORY

Criminal charges against Pittsburg City 
Commissioner J. D. Haggard will be dismissed
By Phil Burgert

news@morningsun.net

Excerpted stories in 

Crawford County newspa-

per archives

100 Years Ago

Sept. 30, 1922

The St. Louis San Fran-

cisco railroad has signed 

an agreement with its 

new shopmen’s associa-

tion, organized recently, 

providing for increases to 

pay. Under the new sched-

ule first class machinists 

are paid 76 cents an hour 

at St. Louis, 77 cents in 

oil districts and 75 cents 

at other places. The same 

difference is observed 

with other classes but 

instead of  a classification 

of  “helpers” is established 

mechanics of  first, second 

and third class.

Gov. Henry J. Allen an-

nounced yesterday that he 

was ordering an investiga-

tion of  alleged activities 

of  the Ku Klux Klan in 

Arkansas City and other 

southern Kansas towns 

by Judge James A. Mc-

Dermott of  the industrial 

court. Gov. Allen declared 

that reported threats to tar 

and feather certain classes 

of  citizens as a means of  

enforcing demands would 

not be allowed to terrorize 

Kansas communities.

George Gibson, 16-year-

old son of  Mr. and Mrs. 

George Gibson of  Franklin 

took a Ford touring car be-

longing to his parents, four 

days ago, and disappeared. 

He was accompanied by 

Mabel Country, aged 17 

years, Tom Country, aged 

16 years, Earl Loofer of  

Fuller, aged 19 years, and 

Ruth Davis, daughter of  

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Davis, 

Mulberry. A reward is be-

ing offered for information 

on these boys and girls.

50 Years Ago

Sept. 30, 1972

Criminal charges 

against Pittsburg City 

Commissioner J. D. Hag-

gard will be dismissed 

pending repair of  a dis-

puted fence and payment 

of  court costs, Crawford 

County Atty. Vernon D. 

Grassie said. Haggard was 

arrested last weekend on a 

complaint by his neighbor, 

J. P. Gendusa, after a fence 

on a disputed property line 

was taken down. Grassie 

said Haggard will file 

“appropriate civil action” 

to determine the property 

line.

Dr. Alvin H. Proctor, 

academic vice president 

of  Kansas State College, 

presented an overview of  

his nearly three-month, 

38,000-mile trip around 

the world at the regular 

meeting of  the downtown 

Pittsburg Kiwanis Club at 

the Besse Hotel. He was 

the first American ever to 

present the Theodore Fink 

Memorial lectures at the 

University of  Melbourne 

in Australia.

Pittsburg's Purple Drag-

ons opened the throttle 

with a three-touchdown 

outburst in the third 

quarter after having to 

scramble for a 16-0 half-

time margin over a scrap-

py Iola Mustang eleven 

and brought home a 36-0 

victory. It was the fourth 

straight shutout in as 

many games this season. 

Playing before a capacity 

Parents’ Night crowd in 

Iola, the Dragons strug-

gled through the first half  

plagued with fumbles in 

the biting chill.

25 Years Ago

Sept. 30, 1997

Yakov Sabodin was 

denied a chance to travel 

in space when the Soviet 

Union began to disinte-

grate in the mid-1980s. Now 

the cosmonaut dreams of  

sending children to school 

at an international space 

station. "Kids may have 

many, many questions,” 

Sabodin said yesterday 

during a visit to PITSCO. 

Sabodin, a former Soviet 

navy pilot and technical 

advisor for the abandoned 

Soviet space shuttle, is 

a commercial pilot with 

Aeroflot.

Progress continues to 

March forward in Pitts-

burg, with the proposed 

establishment of  a mini-

mall on Meadowbrook 

Mall property and addi-

tions at the Carrington 

retirement community. 

Pittsburg planning and 

zoning commissioners last 

night gave their stamp of  

approval to both projects. 

These recommendations 

have been forwarded to the 

Pittsburgh City commis-

sion for final review.

There will be no technol-

ogy fee at Pittsburg State 

University next year. The 

students of  the PSU Col-

lege of  Technology voted 

more than 2-1 against the 

proposed $15 per-credit-

hour fee for on-campus 

classes taken through the 

college. Less than one-

third of  the eligible stu-

dents voted, according to 

Tom Baldwin, dean of  the 

college. "We had 112 ‘yes’ 

votes, 249 ‘no’s’, and a lot 

of  apathy, " Baldwin said.

In 1947, the World Series was 
broadcast on TV for the first time

COMMODITIES

Chicago Merchantile Exchange
  Open High Low Settle Chg

CATTLE
40,000 lbs.; cents per lb.
Oct 143.35 144.35 142.72 144.12 +1.07
Dec 146.42 147.95 145.57 147.77 +1.50
Feb 150.25 151.52 149.60 151.35 +1.18
Apr 153.97 155.12 153.42 154.97 +1.10
Jun 150.20 151.42 149.70 151.25 +1.15
Aug 150.17 151.35 149.80 151.30 +1.20
Oct 154.22 155.42 154.07 155.40 +1.25
Dec 157.82 158.55 157.72 158.50 +.65
Feb 160.90 161.67 160.82 161.25 +.05
Est. sales 54,458.  Wed.'s sales 52,844
Wed.'s open int 281,641

FEEDER CATTLE
50,000 lbs.; cents per lb.
Sep 175.37 176.07 175.32 175.97 +.60
Oct 175.22 177.72 174.45 177.32 +2.32
Nov 175.25 178.17 174.22 177.82 +2.55
Jan 175.95 178.82 175.15 178.42 +2.47
Mar 178.20 180.80 177.67 180.50 +2.23
Apr 181.82 184.85 181.62 184.67 +2.67
May 185.05 188.00 184.67 187.80 +2.65
Aug 195.00 197.30 194.47 197.05 +2.05
Est. sales 15,950.  Wed.'s sales 15,124
Wed.'s open int 47,342, up 939

HOGS,LEAN
40,000 lbs.; cents per lb.
Oct 89.97 90.92 89.40 89.45 +.08
Dec 76.97 77.92 75.55 75.72 —.10
Feb 80.07 81.47 78.97 79.07 —.40
Apr 86.00 87.17 84.67 84.77 —.45
May 90.32 91.20 89.25 89.75 —.12
Jun 96.65 97.85 95.60 95.72 —.28
Jul 97.00 98.02 96.15 96.27 —.13
Aug 96.10 97.07 95.52 95.70 —.05
Est. sales 52,517.  Wed.'s sales 50,655
Wed.'s open int 204,884

PORK BELLIES
40,000 lbs.; cents per lb.
No open contracts..

Chicago Board of Trade

  Open  High  Low  Settle  Chg.

WHEAT
5,000 bu minimum; cents per bushel
Dec 902½ 914½ 887¾ 896¼ —7
Mar 915 926¼ 901 908 —7
May 918½ 931½ 907¾ 914¾ —5¾
Jul 901¼ 914¼ 892¾ 899 —4¾
Sep 900 908¾ 888¾ 894½ —3¾
Dec 903½ 909¼ 889¾ 896 —3
Mar 895½ 900 890 890 —2¾
Est. sales 76,636.  Wed.'s sales 72,568
Wed.'s open int 295,898, up 5,127

CORN
5,000 bu minimum; cents per bushel
Dec 670½ 676¾ 666 669½ —1
Mar 676¼ 683 673¼ 676 — ½
May 677 683¾ 674¼ 677½ +¼
Jul 671½ 677¼ 668¾ 672½ +¾
Sep 625 629½ 622¾ 626 +1½
Dec 613 618½ 611½ 614 +¼
Mar 624¼ 625¼ 618¾ 620½ +¼
May 620¼ 624¼ 620 622½ +¼
Jul 619¾ 623¾ 619 619¼ +¼
Sep 568¾ +3
Dec 555 558½ 555 557¼ +2½
Est. sales 225,554.  Wed.'s sales 214,930
Wed.'s open int 1,357,756,  up 10,478

OATS
5,000 bu minimum; cents per bushel
Dec 382½ 391¾ 380¾ 382¾ +4¾
Mar 387¼ 392¼ 385 385¾ +4
May 387½ +5
Jul 390¼ +5
Sep 376¼ +5
Dec 376¼ +5
Mar 368½ +5
May 365¾ +5
Jul 353¾ +5
Sep 369½ +5
Est. sales 395.  Wed.'s sales 395
Wed.'s open int 3,931, up 87

SOYBEANS
5,000 bu minimum; cents per bushel
Nov 1408¾ 1423¾ 1403¼ 1410¾ +2
Jan 1416 1432¼ 1414 1420½ +4¼
Mar 1421 1436¼ 1418¾ 1424¾ +4
May 1426 1440 1422 1429 +4
Jul 1424¼ 1439½ 1423 1429½ +4½
Aug 1411 1420¾ 1407 1411¼ +4¾
Sep 1376 1386½ 1371½ 1376½ +4¾
Nov 1360 1373¼ 1357¾ 1363 +4½
Est. sales 276,586.  Wed.'s sales 253,366
Wed.'s open int 706,149, up 6,838

SOYBEAN OIL
60,000 lbs; cents per lb
Oct 65.65 67.79 65.33 67.48 +1.96
Dec 62.15 64.09 61.63 63.86 +1.71
Jan 61.51 63.35 61.06 63.11 +1.59
Mar 60.83 62.46 60.38 62.24 +1.47
May 60.14 61.71 59.66 61.47 +1.40
Jul 59.28 60.79 59.08 60.55 +1.35
Aug 58.29 59.91 58.29 59.67 +1.28
Sep 57.66 59.11 57.53 58.94 +1.25
Oct 58.25 58.32 58.15 58.21 +1.21
Est. sales 174,134.  Wed.'s sales 166,483
Wed.'s open int 404,4907

SOYBEAN MEAL
100 tons; dollars per ton
Oct 422.50 424.50 408.00 409.10 —12.70
Dec 413.10 416.70 406.80 407.20 —5.50
Jan 411.00 413.70 404.60 405.00 —4.70
Mar 406.20 407.90 399.60 400.00 —4.40
May 403.80 406.10 397.10 397.50 —4.60
Jul 404.10 404.80 397.30 397.70 —4.40
Aug 400.30 400.30 393.70 393.90 —4.10
Sep 393.00 394.60 388.60 389.00 —3.80
Oct 386.00 386.00 383.00 383.20 —3.70
Est. sales 136,291.  Wed.'s sales 129,780
Wed.'s open int 374,392

Producers Cooperative Association
Bushel
Soft wheat .......................................................................................  $8.41
Soybean .........................................................................................$14.36
Yellow shell corn .............................................................................$7.49
Milo ................................................................................................... $6.29

Columbus Grain
Bushel
Hard wheat ....................................................................................$$8.92
Soft wheat ........................................................................................ $8.41
Soybean .........................................................................................$14.11
Yellow shell corn .............................................................................$7.50
Milo ................................................................................................... $6.30

McCune Farmers Union Coop Association
Bushel
Hard wheat ...................................................................................... $8.92
Soft wheat ........................................................................................ $8.41
Soybean .........................................................................................$14.11
Yellow shell corn .............................................................................$7.50
Milo ................................................................................................... $6.30

Associated Press

news@morningsun.net

Today is Friday, Sept. 30, 

the 273rd day of  2022. There 

are 92 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:

On Sept. 30, 1777, the 

Continental Congress — 

forced to flee in the face of  

advancing British forces 

— moved to York, Pennsyl-

vania.
On this date:

In 1791, Mozart’s opera 

“The Magic Flute” pre-

miered in Vienna, Austria.

In 1938, after co-signing 

the Munich Agreement al-

lowing Nazi annexation of  

Czechoslovakia’s Sudeten-

land, British Prime Min-

ister Neville Chamberlain 

said, “I believe it is peace 

for our time.”

In 1947, the World Series 

was broadcast on television 

for the first time; the New 

York Yankees defeated the 

Brooklyn Dodgers 5-3 in 

Game 1 (the Yankees went 

on to win the Series four 

games to three).

In 1949, the Berlin Airlift 

came to an end.

In 1954, the first nucle-

ar-powered submarine, the 

USS Nautilus, was com-

missioned by the U.S. Navy.

In 1955, actor James 

Dean, 24, was killed in 

a two-car collision near 

Cholame, California.

In 1960, “The Flint-

stones,” network tele-

vision’s first animated 

prime-time series, debuted 

on ABC.

In 1962, James Mere-

dith, a Black student, was 

escorted by federal mar-

shals to the campus of  the 

University of  Mississippi, 

where he enrolled for class-

es the next day; Meredith’s 

presence sparked rioting 

that claimed two lives.

In 1972, Roberto Clem-

ente hit a double against 

Jon Matlack of  the New 

York Mets during Pitts-

burgh’s 5-0 victory at Three 

Rivers Stadium; the hit was 

the 3,000th and last for the 

Pirates star.

In 1986, the U.S. released 

accused Soviet spy Gen-

nadiy Zakharov, one day 

after the Soviets released 

American journalist Nich-

olas Daniloff.

In 1988, Soviet leader 

Mikhail S. Gorbachev 

retired President Andrei 

A. Gromyko from the Po-

litburo and fired other old-

guard leaders in a Kremlin 

shake-up.

In 2001, under threat of  

U.S. military strikes, Af-

ghanistan’s hard-line Tal-

iban rulers said explicitly 

for the first time that Osa-

ma bin Laden was still in 

the country and that they 

knew where his hideout 

was located.

Ten years ago: Republi-

can presidential candidate 

Mitt Romney, writing in 

The Wall Street Journal, 

said President Barack 

Obama had “misunder-

stood” American values in 

his policies toward other 

countries. Mike Trout of  

the Los Angeles Angels 

became the first rookie in 

Major League history to 

hit 30 home runs and steal 

40 bases in a season as the 

Angels defeated the Texas 

Rangers 5-4.

Five years ago: President 

Donald Trump lashed 

out at the mayor of  San 

Juan and other officials 

in storm-ravaged Puerto 

Rico, saying they “want 

everything to be done for 

them.” Monty Hall, the 

long-running host of  TV’s 

“Let’s Make a Deal,” died 

of  heart failure at his home 

in Beverly Hills at the age 

of  96.

One year ago: With only 

hours to spare, Congress 

passed and President Joe 

Biden signed legislation to 

avoid a partial federal shut-

down and keep the govern-

ment funded through Dec. 

3. A 22-year-old white su-

premacist, John Earnest, 

was sentenced to life in 

prison without the possi-

bility of  parole for bursting 

into a Southern California 

synagogue on the last day 

of  Passover in 2019 with a 

semiautomatic rifle, kill-

ing one worshipper and 

wounding three others. 

Government researchers 

reported a big decline 

in teen vaping in 2021 as 

many U.S. students were 

forced to learn from home 

during the pandemic.

Today’s Birthdays: Actor 

Angie Dickinson is 91. 

Singer Cissy Houston is 

89. Singer Johnny Mathis 

is 87. Actor Len Cariou is 

83. Singer Marilyn McCoo 

is 79. Pop singer Sylvia Pe-

terson (The Chiffons) is 76. 

Actor Vondie Curtis-Hall is 

72. Actor Victoria Tennant 

is 72. Actor John Finn is 70. 

Rock musician John Lom-

bardo is 70. Singer Deborah 

Allen is 69. Actor Calvin 

Levels is 68. Actor Barry 

Williams is 68. Singer 

Patrice Rushen is 68. Actor 

Fran Drescher is 65. Coun-

try singer Marty Stuart is 

64. Actor Debrah Farentino 

is 63. Actor Crystal Bernard 

is 61. Actor Eric Stoltz is 61. 

Rapper-producer Marley 

Marl is 60. Country singer 

Eddie Montgomery (Mont-

gomery-Gentry) is 59. Rock 

singer Trey Anastasio is 

58. Actor Monica Bellucci 

is 58. Rock musician Robby 

Takac (Goo Goo Dolls) is 

58. Actor Lisa Thornhill is 

56. Actor Andrea Roth is 55. 

Actor Amy Landecker is 53. 

Actor Silas Weir Mitchell is 

53. Actor Tony Hale is 52. 

Actor Jenna Elfman is 51. 

Actor Ashley Hamilton is 

48. Actor Marion Cotillard 

is 47. Actor Christopher 

Jackson is 47. Actor Stark 

Sands is 44. Actor Mike 

Damus is 43. Actor Toni 

Trucks is 42. Actor Lacey 

Chabert is 40. Actor Kieran 

Culkin is 40. Singer-rapper 

T-Pain is 38.
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(First Published in The Morning Sun on
September 16th, 2022)

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF NEWTON COUNTY, 
MISSOURI

PROBATE DIVISION - AT NEOSHO
In the matter of:

Case No. 22NW-PROO146
OPHELIA MAYE DEVENA,
a minor child

NOTICE UPON ORDER FOR SERVICE BY PUBLICATION

THE STATE OF MISSOURI TO Respondent:

AMANDA ULMER-DEVENA
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that an action has been 
commenced against you in the Circuit
Court for the County of Newton, Missouri, the object and 
general nature of which is a Petition
for Appointment of Guardian of the Person of a Minor.
The names of all parties to said action are stated above in 
the caption hereof and the name
and address of the attorney for Petitioner is Aaron W. 
Farber, 112-A South Wood Street, Neosho,
Missouri.
YOU ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED that unless you file an 
answer or other pleading or shall
otherwise appear and defend against the aforesaid petition 
within 45 days after the 16THday of
SEPTEMBER 13, 2022, judgment by default will be 
rendered against you.

WITNESS my hand and the seal of the Circuit Court this 
13TH day of SEPTEMBER, 2022.

PATTY KRUEGER, CLERK

/S/ BY: Lori Headey
Deputy Clerk

(Published in The Pittsburg Morning Sun 
on September 30th 2022)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
PROPOSED TAX ABATEMENT

 Public notice is hereby given that the City Commission 
of the City of Pittsburg, Kansas (the “City”), will conduct a 
Public Hearing on October 11th, 2022, at 5:30 p.m., or as 
soon thereafter as may be heard, at the Law Enforcement 
Center, 201 North Pine Street, in Pittsburg, Kansas, in 
regard to a proposed tax abatement for Atkinson Industries, 
Inc.,  1801 East 27th Terrace, Pittsburg, Kansas. All 
interested persons may attend the Public Hearing and will 
have an opportunity to express their views.

Dated: September 30, 2022
THE CITY OF PITTSBURG, KANSAS

Tammy Nagel, City Clerk

The Cedar County Health Department in El Dorado Springs 
is looking for a Public Health Environmental Specialist to 
work fulltime at 40 hours a week. Applicant must have a 
Bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university 
with a minimum of 30 earned credit hours in one or a 
combination the following: Biology, Chemistry, 
Bacteriology, Animal Science, Food Science, Soil Science, 
Sanitary Science, Environmental Health, or in a closely 
related physical or natural sciences. This position will also 
require at least one year of professional or technical 
experience in environmental public health work or time 
spent in one or more of the areas of a special qualifying 
experience. Also acceptable is 24 earned graduate credit 
hours from an accredited college or university in the 
specified areas and may substitute for the year of required 
experience. (OR) Have a Bachelor’s degree from an 
accredited college or university in Environmental Health 
from a program accredited by the National Accreditation 
Council for Environmental Health Curriculum. Pay will be 
based o� experience ranging from $21-$25. Please 
contact the Cedar County Health Department if interested 
at 417-876-5477 to apply.

Nuclear Medicine/Multi-modality 

Technologist Wanted
FRH is currently looking for a Part-time Nuclear 

Medicine/Radiology Technologist for 2-3 days per 

week Nuclear Medicine coverage Candidate must 

meet education/training requirements, including:

• Prefer CNMT or R.T.(R)(N)(ARRT) but will 

consider R.T.(R)(ARRT) with Nuclear Medicine scanning 

experience

• Current Kansas License

• CPR certification

• 2+ years experience, but not required

Applications may be picked up at the hospital or 

found on the hospital website: www.frh1.org. 

Completed applications should be directed to 

Jennifer Lawrence, HR Director, Fredonia Regional 

Hospital at 1527 Madison, Fredonia, KS.

ESTATE SALE!!

LOCATION: 2508 Random Acres Court Pittsburg

DATE: Sat. Oct 1  
Furniture, Crystal, Dishes, Glassware, Vintage Books, Clocks, and Luggage. Lots of 

Christmas décor. 

Do you want to make a di�erence in the lives of your fellow Kansans and work with 
dedicated individuals who make a positive impact daily?  If so, then Kansas Legal 
Services (KLS) is for you. 

We seek a sta� attorney to practice general poverty law representing low-income 
Kansans. Case work will focus on solving civil, legal problems that will increase the 
social and economic stability of the individual. Focus practice areas will include 
family, elder and housing law as well as work with victims of crime. The o�ce 
serves Allen, Bourbon, Cherokee, Crawford, Labette, Montgomery, Neosho, 
Wilson and Woodson Counties.  

KLS o�ers a professional and friendly work environment with integrity as our 
guiding principle. We are an equal opportunity employer with recruitment e�orts 
focused on ensuring a diverse workforce.� Spanish, bilingual is preferred but is not 
a requirement for this job. 

The qualified candidate must have the following:�a Kansas law license; excellent 
written and oral communication skills; and a desire and commitment to assist in 
the delivery of high-quality legal assistance to low-income people.�Recent law 
school graduates preparing to take the bar exam are encouraged to apply. 
The starting salary for this position is $55,000-$60,000.  Excellent paid employee 
benefits include: health, dental, life, disability, malpractice insurance, bar dues, 
CLE and paid parking. KLS is a qualifying employer for Public Service Loan 
Forgiveness; and eligible to apply for loan repayment assistance through Legal 
Service Corporation’s Loan Repayment Assistance Program. 
Email a resume, writing sample and three professional references to Eric 
Rosenblad, Managing Attorney, rosenblade@klsinc.org.  

For more information see website:  www.kansaslegalservices.org. 

EEO & A�rmative Action Employer 

Managing Attorney 

Pittsburg 
Do you want to make a di�erence in the lives of your fellow Kansans and work with 
dedicated individuals who make a positive impact daily? If so, then Kansas Legal 
Services (KLS) is for you. We seek a Kansas licensed attorney to manage our 
Pittsburg o�ce. 

The qualified candidate must have the following: a Kansas law license; experience 

supervising sta� and volunteers: excellent written and oral communication skills; 

and a desire and commitment to assist in the delivery of high-quality legal 

assistance to low-income people. The main duties and responsibilities of this 

position include but are not limited to: 

· manage the day to day functions of the Pittsburg o�ce including supervision 

of attorneys, paralegals and support sta� in order to meet the budget 

· maintain sound fiscal management and complete the requirements of current 

funding sources 

· maintain a personal caseload 

· delegate the work of the Pittsburg o�ce 

· supervise the casework and perform regular reviews of all case handling sta� 

· continue to develop the skills of attorneys and paralegals 

· provide legal education the to the community through community events 

Excellent paid employee benefits include: health, dental, life, disability, 

malpractice insurance, bar dues, CLE and paid parking. KLS is a qualifying 

employer for Public Service Loan Forgiveness; and eligible to apply for loan 

repayment assistance through Legal Service Corporation’s Loan Repayment 

Assistance Program. 

KLS o�ers a professional and friendly work environment. We are an equal 

opportunity employer with recruitment e�orts focused on ensuring a diverse 

workforce. Spanish, bilingual is preferred but is not a requirement for this job. 

Email a resume, writing sample and three professional references to Heather File, 

Human Resource Coordinator at fileh@klsinc.org. For more information see 

website: www.kansaslegalservices.org. EEO & A�rmative Action Employer 

PAWPRINTS ON THE 
HEARTLAND

Low-cost spay/neuter 
services. 
For appointment, call 620-
232-0907 M-W-F between 10 
a.m. and 2 p.m. 
Pets must be at least three 
months old For Sale

United Tree Service
Tree and lawn spraying, 
tree trimming, Bush and 
edge trimming, lawn and 
tree fertilizing, and gutter 
cleaning.
Licensed, insured, and 
bonded. Call Kent: 417-499-
9929 

R.L.N.B Mowing
Need help with your yard 
work? I can help! 
Mowing, yard care, weed 
eating, cleaning up, etc.
Call 620-238-4057 now 
for pricing and full list of 
services.

Professional Carpet 
Steam Cleaning 

Best rates in town! 3 rooms 
for $99! Got old hardwood 
floors? We can refinish 
them! Free estimates! Call 
620-704-0045.

Riding Mower for Sale
John Deere riding lawn 
mower (LT-160). Doesn’t run. 
Hood, tires, and seat in 
EXCELLENT condition.
Call 620-231-9344 anytime, 
if interested.

Wanted to Buy
Want to buy 1957 Chevrolet 
2 or 4 door with original 
paint.
Call Bob - 301-367-8129

For Sale
Place your 25-word 
classified in the Kansas 
Press Association and 
135 more newspapers 
for only $300/ week. Find 
employees, sell your home 
or your car. Call the Kansas 
Press Association @ 785-
271-5304 today! 

Garage Sale
608 East 22nd
Saturday (Oct. 1st)
7:00am – 3:00pm
Guitars – musical items, Jeff 
Gordon, Jamie McMurray, 

Dale Earnhardt Collectibles 
(and others). 
Remote ‘57 Chevy 1/8 scale, 
wedding limousine 1:18 
scale, collectible cycles, 
dragsters, funny cars, 
stockcars, old cars. 
Cycle and stockcar knives, 
old drag racing magazines 
and tapes. 
Old comic books, old 
bottles, Kansas City 
collectibles, 12 in. Michael 
Vick figure, football cards.

Livestock
Use Xylecide® anti-fungal 
shampoo on dogs & horses. 
Eliminates shedding & 
doggy odor. At Orscheln 
Farm & Home (www.
fleabeacon.com)

ESTATE SALE!!
2705 Knollview St., 
Pittsburg
Saturday, October 1
Starting at 8 a.m.
Lots of small kitchen 
appliances, silverware, 
8-piece China set, 
collectibles, bedroom 
furniture, slate bumper pool 
table, Christmas décor, 
commercial pizza oven, 
commercial hot plate, wood 
working tools, hand tools, 
antique hand tools, electric 
pole saw, Husqvarna 42” 
riding lawn mower. Priced 
to Sell! 

Rummage Sale
October 1 
Starting at 9am
706 E Jackson, Pittsburg
Electrical, plumbing, 
ladders, tires, laminated 
flooring, household items, 
and lots of misc. tools.

Huge Sale!
406 E. 25th, Pittsburg
Saturday Only 
8am-2pm
Nice clothing for all seasons 
(Under Armour, Nike, 
Columbia)
Girls 8-14 
Women 10-14 
Men Small
Boys 4-6
Plus, toys and lots of misc. 
Something for everyone!

Misc.
BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME 
with energy efficient 

new windows! They will 
increase your home’s value 
& decrease your energy 
bills. Replace all or a few!  
Call now to get your free, 
no-obligation quote. 877-
859-1337

Misc.
LONG DISTANCE MOVING: 
Call today for a FREE QUOTE 
from America’s Most 
Trusted Interstate Movers. 
Let us take the stress out 
of moving!  Speak to a 
Relocation Specialist, call 
888-788-0471

Misc.
Never Pay For Covered 
Home Repairs Again! 
Complete Care Home 
Warranty COVERS ALL 
MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 
FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2 FREE 
Months! 844-237-1432

Misc.
DONATE YOUR CAR 
TO CHARITY.  Receive 
maximum value of write 
off for your taxes.  Running 
or not!  All conditions 
accepted.  Free pickup.  Call 
for details. 844-268-9386
 

Misc.
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  
EASY, ONE DAY updates!  
We specialize in safe 
bathing. Grab bars, no slip 
flooring & seated showers.  
Call for a free in-home 
consultation:  855-382-1221

Misc.
NEW AUTHORS WANTED!  
Page Publishing will help 
you self-publish your 
own book. FREE author 
submission kit!  Limited 
offer!  Why wait?  Call now: 
855-939-2090

Misc. 
DirecTV Satellite TV Service 
Starting at $74.99/month! 
Free Installation! 160+ 
channels available. Call 
Now to Get the Most Sports 
& Entertainment on TV!  
888-721-1550

Misc.
UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New 
Blinds & Shades.  FREE 
in-home estimates make 
it convenient to shop 
from home. Professional 
installation.  Top quality 
- Made in the USA.  Call 
for free consultation:  844-
740-0117.  Ask about our 
specials!

Misc. 
TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D'Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 
855-454-6658

Misc. 
Never clean your gutters 
again! Affordable, 
professionally installed 
gutter guards protect your 
gutters and home from 
debris and leaves forever! 
For a FREE Quote call: 844-
607-1363

Misc.
DISCOUNT AIR TRAVEL. 
Call Flight Services for 
best pricing on domestic & 
international flights inside 
and from the US. Serving 
United, Delta, American & 
Southwest and many more 
airlines. Call for free quote 
now! Have travel dates 
ready! 833-381-1348

Misc. 
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 
MEN'S SPORT WATCHES! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, 
Patek Philippe, Heuer, 
Daytona, GMT, Submariner 
and Speedmaster. Call 844-
575-0691

Misc.
SAVE YOUR HOME! Are 
you behind paying your 
MORTGAGE?  Denied a Loan 
Modification? Threatened 
with FORECLOSURE? Call 
the Homeowner's Relief 
Line now for Help! 888-975-
1473

Orthodontic Assistant
Immediate Opening -Full Time Mon-Thurs

Dental experience a plus - On the job training

Send resume with references - info@smileoutloud.com
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One night in 2017, he 
met singer/songwriter 
Jake Owen, and Fleet said 
Owen took him under his 
wing and talked him into 
quitting his job to focus on 
music full time.  

“I had no intention of  
coming back into music 
and trying to be where I'm 
at now,” Fleet said. “I nev-
er felt that would have ever 
happened. But I guess that 
was part of  God's plan on 
that one.”

Fleet said his wife en-
couraged him to take a 
chance on doing music 
full-time, and was the 
breadwinner of  the family 
for a while. 

After two years of  tour-
ing with Owen and Willie 
Nelson, Fleet signed with 
Big Loud records in 2019 
and released his first EP 
Workin’ Hard, with most 
songs being written or 
co-written by him. Fleet 
has been able to co-write 
songs with names such as 
Rhett Akins, Brett James, 
and Kendell Marvel. Some 
of  his popular songs in-
clude “Where I Find God,” 

“Best I Got,” and “Differ-
ent Shade of  Red.”

“I kind of  write my own 
style and that's kind of  
what works for me,” Fleet 
said. “I write songs about 
what I'm going through, 
and what I'm living. So 
I kind of  write songs for 
myself.”

Fleet said he writes a lot 
about family since he has 
a 3-year-old boy, Waylon, 
and 18-month-old girl, 
Stella. 

“Every day is a new 
adventure,” he said. “You 
don't know what some-
body's gonna say or what 
kind of  emotions are 
going to be going on. So 
you can learn a lot from a 
three-year-old, and kids in 
general.” 

At the end of  2021, Fleet 
released his album Stack 
of  Records, and began 
his tour titled One for the 
Road featuring special 
guest Megan Moroney. 
Fleet said his shows have 
entertainment value as 
well as good music. He said 
his bass player, who he has 
nicknamed “Crazy Legs,” 
loves to dance, and the oth-
er guitarist is normally all 
over the stage as well. 

“It’s a spectacle,” Fleet 
said. “But it’s good music 
too. We’re not just flash.”

Fleet will be performing 
at Kansas Crossing Casino 
from 8 to 11 p.m. Oct. 15. 
Tickets are $30 for general 
admission, standing room 
only and may be purchased 
at kansascrossingcasino.
com/entertainment/. 

So far on his fall tour, 
Fleet has performed sev-
eral sold-out shows, and he 
said he has been in awe of  
the audience response. 

“It's been a pretty cool 
thing watching it grow 
from nothing into some-
thing,” Fleet said. “And 
we're watching it grow 
every day.”

NEWS

-Annual Well-Woman Exams 
-Contraception, IUD, Nexplanon, Pills
-Menopausal Care
-General Medicine
-General Surgery 

Hours:
Monday thru Thursday

9-5
Evening Appointments 

Available

2711 S Rouse St, Pittsburg, KS 66762

620-232-9000Over 40 Years of Experience Caring for Our Community

Payroll Clerk

 

Professional 

Development 

Coordinator

Contact us today! (620) 724-8204 
Check out all our career 

opportunities:

WE ARE 

HIRING

Competitive Pay

Comprehensive Health, Vision and Dental coverage

401(k) program with company match

Paid time off

Education Support 

SEARCHING FOR A REWARDING CAREER?

"At SEK-CAP, Inc. you can 
expect to be appreciated and 

recognized for the unique 
value you bring to those we 

serve and your fellow 
colleagues."

www.sek-cap.com/employment

We invest in our staff by offering:

 YARD 
SALE

October 7th, 8th, And 9th

Sponsored By 
The Morning Sun

Pittsburg City Wide

Publishing Your Ad: 
$20 for 3 days — 30 words or less 
$5 more to have it posted to The Morning Sun’s Facebook page 
$7 more to have it posted to The Morning Sun’s website 
Deadline for all ads and payments will be Monday, October 
3rd, no later than 2 p.m. 

Submissions may be sent to: 
classified@morningsun.net

Or mailed to: 
The Morning Sun  

ATTN: Alyssa 
P.O. Drawer H 

Pittsburg, KS 66762 

Don’t forget to call City Hall to purchase your permit

Staff Reports

news@morningsun.net

NEODESHA, Kan. — 

The Kansas Department 

of  Transportation (KDOT) 

plans to start a field survey 

at two bridges on U.S. 75 in 

Wilson County the week 

of  Oct. 3. The bridges span 

the Verdigris River and 

Verdigris River drainage. 

Both are approximately 

two miles east of  the U.S. 

400/U.S. 75 junction at 

Neodesha.

The survey area of  2,640 

feet is based on the existing 

alignment. Survey crew 

members will gather infor-

mation for future bridge 

repair projects. KDOT 

expects the survey to be 
complete by Dec. 15.

Activities include the use 
of  survey instruments on 
the ground to determine 
locations of  existing fea-
tures within the corridor. 
A member of  the survey 
crew will contact property 
owners or tenants for per-
mission to enter private 
property, KDOT said. John 
Sommers of  JEO will man-
age the survey for KDOT. 
Persons with questions 
may contact KDOT Public 
Affairs Manager Priscilla 
Petersen at 620-902-6433.

U.S. 75 bridge survey 
starts next week

The area of the field survey of two bridges in Wilson County that is set to start next week 

is circled here in red. COURTESY PHOTO / KDOT 

I buy Old Coins
In God We Trust LLC

(620)-423-6600

Mindenmines,  MO

FLEET

Continued from Page 1A

TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) — A 
homicide suspect injured 
at least one police officer 
in a shootout Thursday 
in downtown Topeka that 
came after the suspect 
led law enforcement on 
a chase through Kansas' 
capital city.

Police said the unnamed 
suspect was wanted in 
connection with a double 
shooting at a south Topeka 
home, with one person dead 
and another hospitalized 
Thursday morning with 
life-threatening injuries. 
An injured officer was being 
treated at an area hospital.

The police said the 
suspect knew the person 
who was shot to death, 
calling their relationship 
“domestic in nature.” The 
police were not identifying 
either of  the two shooting 
victims until their rela-
tives could be notified.

Police did not say imme-
diately whether the sus-
pect was injured or wheth-
er he was in custody.

A Topeka police officer 
saw the suspect's car in an 
east Topeka neighborhood, 
and the suspect fled. The 
chase ended after 4 miles in 
a block of  office buildings 

downtown about two blocks 
north and a block east of  
the Kansas Statehouse.

Police did not say how 
the chase ended, but a car 
was partly up on a side-
walk, resting against a 
fire hydrant, its front end 
damaged.

The suspect shot sever-
al times at law enforce-
ment officers, and multi-
ple officers returned fire, 
police said.

The Kansas Bureau of  
Investigation is reviewing 
the shootout at local law 
enforcement agencies' 
request.

Homicide suspect injures Topeka 
officer in downtown shootout
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SPORTS

By Aaron Pyle 

Morning Sun Staff 

CHEROKEE, Kan. — The 
Southeast Lancers host-
ed two Class 3A teams in 
a volleyball triangular on 
Thursday.

Frontenac and Parsons 
traveled to Cherokee for 
the two games as the Raid-
ers went 2-0, and Southeast 
went 0-2.

Frontenac’s two victories 
improved the Raiders’ re-
cord to 17-4, while the Lanc-
ers fell to 8-16.

The Lancers look to 
bounce back on Tuesday as 
they travel to Northeast for 
a triangular against the Vi-
kings and Uniontown. The 
Raiders are headed to a 
tournament that begins at 

9 a.m. Saturday in Chanute.
With only a month left 

in the season, Frontenac 
coach Martha Harper feels 
good about where her team 
is at.

“I really felt like tonight 
(Thursday) we had great 
communication,” she said. 
“I told the girls that we re-
ally play with a lot of  confi-
dence in each other. We had 
some scrambles, but we al-
ways ended with a kill, and 
that’s just out of  confidence 
and knowing each other.”

Southeast coach Maya 
White noted how the 
matchups against larger 
schools helped the team 
prepare for the postseason.

“We’re trying to work 
on playing consistently 
against stronger teams and 

being able to compete with 
stronger teams and not 
make as many errors,” she 
said.

In the first match, the 
Raiders battled the Lanc-
ers. Frontenac enjoyed 
an early lead courtesy of  
an 8-2 run to open the set. 
The Raiders continued to 
grow their lead before the 
Lancers made a final surge 
trimming the set to five 
points. However, Frontenac 
remained poised to defeat 
Southeast 25-18.

The Raiders carried 
their momentum into the 
second set with an early 
7-0 run. The front zone of  
Mia Brown and Hattie Pyle 
powered Frontenac past 
Southeast as the lead grew 
to double digits following 

the 15-point mark. The 
Raiders defeated the Lanc-
ers 25-12 to claim the match 
victory.

Malia Vinson led the way 
for the Lancers collecting 
five kills and four digs. 
Kinzey Cassidy also had 
eight digs.

Kendl Matlock piled on 
the assists for Frontenac, 
finishing with nine. Pyle 
and Brown compiled 17 
kills and three digs against 
the Lancers.

The Raiders held onto a 
comfortable lead through-
out the second match 
against Parsons, beating 
the Vikings 25-17 and 25-11.

Brown had six kills and 
one dig while Pyle finished 

POWERED BY

2401 S Rouse | Pittsburg

Call ahead at 620-232-PASS

See SWEEP, Page 2B

Frontenac sweeps Southeast triangular

Pittsburg hosts volleyball quad

Early goals ignite Joplin past Dragons

Pittsburg set for 
battle at Paola

PSU Hall of Fame induction set for Friday

By Dashuan Vereen

Morning Sun Staff

Both the Girard and 
Pittsburg volleyball 
teams competed in a 
quadrangular at Pitts-
burg High School on 
Thursday.

The Trojans finished 
the day 2-1, defeating Co-
lumbus and the Purple 
Dragons but falling to 
Fort Scott.  

“Our younger girls are 
stepping up,” said Girard 
coach Christen Jackson. 
“We had a freshman and 
a sophomore on the court, 
and both hit the ball well 
tonight, so that gives me 
hope for the future.”

In the night’s finale, 
Pittsburg and Girard de-
livered an exciting final 
match. Girard captured 
a 25-13 victory in the first 
set, but the Purple Drag-
ons roared back to claim 
a 25-22 win in set two. Gi-
rard regained its compo-
sure in the final set, win-
ning 25-9.

“Our team fought,” 
said Pittsburg coach Ash-
len Riggs. “Especially 
coming after two losses. 
Previously, we’ve been 
a team that lays down at 
the end of  the night, so 
the fact that we had some 
fight left in us was really 
impressive to me. Girard 
runs a really fast offense 
that we haven’t seen yet 
this season, so I was im-
pressed with how the 
girls played.”

Girard previously 
swept the Titans, 25-15, 
25-10, and fell in three sets 
against the Tigers, 18-25, 

25-16, 20-25.
Jackson added that she 

would like to see the team 
continue to work on its 
composure.

“Sometimes they stress 
themselves out so much 
that they start doing their 
teammates’ jobs and they 
forget what their main fo-
cus should be,” Jackson. 
“So, we just have to clean 
that up a little bit.”  

Pittsburg fell to Colum-
bus, 18-25, 25-17, 15-25, 
and to Fort Scott, 16-25, 
17-25. Fort Scott also de-
feated Columbus to earn 
a sweep on the night.

Overall, Riggs stated 
that she is impressed 
with the improvements 
she saw from the team 
throughout Thursday.  

“If  you’ve been watch-
ing us this season, you 
would know that tonight 
is significantly better 
than what we have done 
in the past,” said Riggs. 
“I think our girls finally 
learned how to put some 
things together offensive-
ly. We passed really well, 
and overall I thought 
we did a better job con-
trolling our side of  the 
net which we struggled 

with this season.”
Looking at the season 

so far to this point, Riggs 
believes that consistency 
is the biggest obstacle the 
team has to overcome.

“We need to be more 
consistent on our side 
of  the net,” said Riggs. 
“We’ve been up and 
down this season. We’re 
a young team, so some of  
that is to be expected, but 
we need to be more con-
sistent all-around as indi-
viduals and as a team. We 
have a lot to work on, but 
tonight was much better.”

By Jim Henry

Sports Editor

Joplin tallied three goals 
in a seven-minute span 
early in the first half  en 
route to a 4-1 victory over 
Pittsburg on Thursday 
night in boys soccer ac-
tion at the Pittsburg High 
School soccer field.

Carlos Palma put the 
Eagles (10-4) on the score-
board in the ninth minute, 
and Luciano Reyes and 
Adam Montanez scored in 
the 13th and 16th minute, 
respectively, to push the 
lead to 3-0.

“We want to be able to 
put ourselves in this situ-
ation more often because 
we’re capable of  doing it,” 
Joplin coach Josh Thomp-
son said. “Today we had a 
ton of  opportunities; we 
just didn’t do all of  the fin-
ishing like we’d like to do. 
Some of  that is our shoot-
ing needs to be better, but 
also their keeper had a 
phenomenal game.”

After the early burst 
by the Eagles, Pittsburg 
goalkeeper Caleb Miller 
grabbed the spotlight and 
put on a dazzling show.

Miller, a sophomore who 

started in place of  Zach 
Ward who was out with a 
concussion, became a wall 
in front of  the net. Joplin 
constantly peppered shots 
toward the goal, but Mill-
er rose to the occasion and 
yielded just one goal in the 
final 66 minutes.

He finished with 16 
saves -- eight in each half  
-- spiced by multiple div-
ing stops to both his left 
and right.

“He’s our backup keep-
er,” Pittsburg coach Ri-
ley Beihl said. “He was 
great. He kept us alive. ... 
This was only his second 

time suiting up for varsi-
ty. He wanted the role, he 
stepped into it, and he was 
fantastic.”

“He was amazing. He 
was absolutely phenome-
nal back there,” Thomp-
son said. “Our guys would 
be celebrating a lot more 
if  it wasn’t for him stop-
ping some really good 
shots with some really 
good saves.”

Edgar Mejia found the 
right side of  the net for 
Pittsburg’s goal with six 
minutes left in the first 
half, trimming the deficit 
to 3-1 at halftime.

Luis Alvarado scored 
Joplin’s final goal in the 
66th minute, hitting the 
upper right corner of  the 
net.

The Purple Dragons (7-
3) had seven shots on goal, 
and Joplin keeper Andrew 
Jordan logged six saves.

“I think we deserved 
more out of  this game,” 
Beihl said. “I think a lot 
of  decisions didn’t go 
our way, but our players 
stepped up to this game. 
This game was much bet-
ter compared to Tuesday 
(8-0 loss at Independence). 
The effort was so much 

better tonight, especially 
with all the injuries we’ve 
had this week.

“We’ve had three play-
ers move up from junior 
varsity tonight and play 
the first time on varsity. 
The other ones stepped up 
their effort and came in 
wanting to win this game.”

Joplin 3 1 -- 4

Pittsburg 1 0 -- 1

First Half

Jop--Carlos Palma, 9:00

Jop--Luciano Reyes, 13:00

Jop--Adam Montanez, 16:00

Pitt--Edgar Mejia, 34:00

Second Half

Jop--Luis Alvarado, 66:00

By Dashuan Vereen

Morning Sun Staff

After starting the sea-
son 0-2, Pittsburg is set to 
travel to Paola with the 
opportunity to push its 
record over .500 for the 
first time this season.  

Kickoff is scheduled for 
7 p.m. Friday.

The Purple Dragons 
captured a 34-8 road victo-
ry over Fort Scott in their 
previous matchup, pro-
pelling their record to 2-2.

“They played with high 
energy and a great deal 
of  passion,” said Pitts-
burg coach Josh Lattimer. 
“They were flying around 
the field. The execution 
was a lot better than it 
was early on, and I think 
it shows in the results.”

Quarterback Webb 
Fern accounted for three 
total touchdowns, and 
the Pittsburg defense sti-
fled the Tigers’ attack 
throughout the game.

“The communication 
among the offensive line 
has been great up front,” 
said Lattimer. “Our quar-
terback Webb Fern has 
done a good job with his 
reads in the option and in 
the passing game.”  

Fort Scott’s lone touch-
down came on a 75-yard 
run from quarterback Cal 
Cosens early in the third 
quarter.

“Defensively, the guys 
are getting aligned cor-
rectly for the most part,” 
said Lattimer. “There 

were about four plays 
where we were mis-
aligned, and three of  
those went over 20 yards, 
including a 75-yard touch-
down.”

The Purple Dragons 
have made strides in re-
ducing their number of  
misalignments since their 
0-2 start to the season.  

“If  we make a mistake, 
it needs to be addressed 
right when it happens,” 
said Lattimer. “We can’t 
wait to practice or film 
study. The kids are put-
ting in time. They want 
to be great and it shows. 
They come in early morn-
ings before school for film 
sessions and to go over 
assignments and align-
ments. It’s encouraging 
as a coaching staff to see 
how engaged these guys 
are at being great.”

Both Pittsburg and 
Paola feature run-centric 
offenses, so the battle up 
front will be a major point 
of  emphasis for both 
teams.

“It’s going to be a battle 
in the trenches,” said Lat-
timer. “The outcome will 
be determined by how 
well our O-line and D-line 
plays.

“Paola is a heavy run-
ning team. They’re going 
to tell you ‘Hey, we’re 
running the ball right 
here, what are you going 
to do about it?’ The more 
physical team is going to 
win this football game 
this weekend.”

Staff Reports

sports@morningsun.net

Pittsburg State will in-
duct its 2022 Athletics Hall 
of  Fame Class on Friday 
night.

The ceremony starts at 
6 p.m. in the Linda & Lee 
Scott Performance Hall in 

the Bicknell Family Cen-
ter for the Arts. There is 
no charge, and no advance 
tickets are needed to attend.

The ceremony also will 
be shown via livestream at 
pittstate.tv.

The inductees:
• Caleb Farabi (2005-08), 

a two-time NCAA Division 
II All-American running 

back in football;
• Chris Grantham (1981-

84), an All-America offen-
sive lineman in football;

• Steve High, the Gorillas 
women’s basketball coach 
from 1990 to 2007 and the 
winningest coach in pro-
gram history;

• Kiara Jones (2008-12), 
an eight-time All-America 

performer in the horizontal 
jumps for the Gorillas in 
track and field;

• Tom Myers (1996-98), an 
NCAA-II All-Region and 
record-setting outfielder in 
baseball;

• Sammie Williams 
(2005-08), the first two-time 
All-America performer in 
the history of  the Pittsburg 

State volleyball program;
• Ed Nealy (1956-57), a 

first-team All-CIC men’s 
basketball player who 
helped lead Pitt State to 
a 27-2 record and a third-
place finish at the 1956 
NAIA National Tourna-
ment;

• Dennis Watson (1963-
66), an All-America offen-

sive end in football for the 
Gorillas.

Nealy and Watson are be-
ing inducted in the Hall of  
Fame’s Legacy category.

The new inductees 
will also be introduced at 
halftime of  Saturday af-
ternoon’s football game 
against Missouri Southern.

Frontenac junior Madison Hamm tips the ball over 

Southeast senior Malia Vinson and sophomore Charlee 

Gideon for a point in the first set of Thursday’s triangu-

lar at Southeast High School. AARON PYLE/MORNING SUN STAFF

Girard’s Sara Goble returns a shot over Columbus’ Faith Henry on Thursday in 

Pittsburg High School’s volleyball quadrangular. DASHUAN VEREEN / MORNING SUN STAFF
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SUDOKU

Each row, column and set of 3-by-3 

boxes must contain the numbers 1 

through 9 without repetition.

PREVIOUS ANSWER

FAMILY CIRCUSMODERATELY CONFUSED

BASEBALL

MLB STANDINGS

American League
East Division

 W  L  Pct  GB

x-New York 96 59 .619 _

y-Toronto 87 69 .558 9½

Tampa Bay 85 71 .545 11½

Baltimore 80 76 .513 16½

Boston 75 81 .481 21½t

Central Division

 W  L  Pct  GB

x-Cleveland 88 68 .564 _

Chicago 77 79 .494 11

Minnesota 76 80 .487 12

Detroit 63 92 .406 24½

Kansas City 63 93 .404 25

West Division

 W  L  Pct  GB

x-Houston 102 54 .654 _

Seattle 84 70 .545 17

Los Angeles 69 86 .445 32½

Texas 66 88 .429 35

Oakland 56 99 .361 45½

Thursday’s Games

Detroit 10, Kansas City 3

Chicago White Sox 4, Minne-

sota 3

Boston 5, Baltimore 3

Cleveland 2, Tampa Bay 1

Oakland at L.A. Angels, 8:38 

p.m.

Texas at Seattle, 8:40 p.m.

Friday’s Games

Baltimore (Voth 5-3) at N.Y. Yan-

kees (Germán 2-3), 6:05 p.m.

Boston (Pivetta 10-11) at Toron-

to (Manoah 15-7), 6:07 p.m.

Kansas City (Singer 10-4) at 

Cleveland (Plesac 3-11), 6:10 

p.m.

Minnesota (Ryan 12-8) at De-

troit (Hutchison 3-9), 6:10 p.m.

Tampa Bay (Rasmussen 10-7) at 

Houston (TBD), 7:10 p.m.

Texas (Otto 6-9) at L.A. Angels 

(Davidson 2-7), 8:38 p.m.

Chicago White Sox (Martin 2-5) 

at San Diego (Darvish 16-7), 

8:40 p.m.

Oakland (Waldichuk 1-2) at 

Seattle (Gilbert 13-6), 8:40 p.m.

Saturday’s Games

Baltimore at N.Y. Yankees, 12:05 

p.m.

Boston at Toronto, 2:07 p.m.

Oakland at Seattle, 3:10 p.m.

Kansas City at Cleveland, 5:10 

p.m.

Minnesota at Detroit, 5:10 p.m.

Tampa Bay at Houston, 6:20 

p.m.

Chicago White Sox at San 

Diego, 7:40 p.m.

Texas at L.A. Angels, 8:07 p.m.

National League
East Division

 W  L  Pct  GB

z-New York 98 58 .628 _

z-Atlanta 97 59 .622 1

Philadelphia 83 72 .535 14½

Miami 65 91 .417 33

Washington 54 101 .348 43½

Central Division

 W  L  Pct  GB

x-St. Louis 90 66 .577 _

Milwaukee 83 73 .532 7

Chicago 70 86 .449 20

Cincinnati 60 96 .385 30

Pittsburgh 59 97 .378 31

West Division

 W  L  Pct  GB

x-Los Angeles 107 48 .690 _

San Diego 86 69 .555 21

San Francisco 77 78 .497 30

Arizona 72 84 .462 35½

Colorado 65 90 .419 42

Thursday’s Games

Chicago Cubs 2, Philadelphia 0

Miami 4, Milwaukee 2

L.A. Dodgers at San Diego, 8:40 

p.m.

Colorado at San Francisco, 8:45 

p.m.

Friday’s Games

Cincinnati (Ashcraft 5-4) at 

Chicago Cubs (TBD), 1:20 p.m.

Philadelphia (Falter 5-4) at 

Washington (Corbin 6-18), 6:05 

p.m.

N.Y. Mets (deGrom 5-3) at At-

lanta (Fried 13-7), 6:20 p.m.

Miami (Alcantara 14-8) at Mil-

waukee (Burnes 11-8), 7:10 p.m.

Pittsburgh (Oviedo 4-2) at St. 

Louis (Flaherty 1-1), 7:15 p.m.

Chicago White Sox (Martin 2-5) 

at San Diego (Darvish 16-7), 

8:40 p.m.

Colorado (Kuhl 6-10) at L.A. 

Dodgers (Kershaw 10-3), 9:10 

p.m.

Arizona (Kelly 13-7) at San 

Francisco (Cobb 6-7), 9:15 p.m.

Saturday’s Games

Philadelphia at Washington, 

12:05 p.m., 1st game

Cincinnati at Chicago Cubs, 

1:20 p.m.

Arizona at San Francisco, 3:05 

p.m.

Philadelphia at Washington, 

6:05 p.m., 2nd game

Miami at Milwaukee, 6:10 p.m.

Pittsburgh at St. Louis, 6:15 

p.m.

N.Y. Mets at Atlanta, 6:20 p.m.

Chicago White Sox at San 

Diego, 7:40 p.m.

Colorado at L.A. Dodgers, 8:10 

p.m.

FOOTBALL

PREP SCHEDULE
Friday’s Games

INDEPENDENTS

Pittsburg at Paola

Riverton at Parsons

CNC LEAGUE

St. Mary’s Colgan at Northeast

Frontenac at Columbus

Girard at Prairie View

Galena at Baxter Springs

Riverton at Parsons

SOUTHEAST KANSAS LEAGUE

Labette County at Fort Scott

Coffeyville at Wamego

Chanute at Independence

THREE RIVERS LEAGUE

11-Man

Southeast at Pleasanton

St. Mary’s Colgan at Northeast

Jayhawk-Linn at Central 

Heights

Erie at Uniontown

8-Man

St. Paul at Crest

Oswego at Sedan

Marmaton Valley at Hartford

Yates Center at Cedar 

Vale-Dexter

6-Man

Waverly at Chetopa

Altoona-Midway at Wetmore

NFL results
Thursday’s Game

Cincinnati 27, Miami 15

Lancers aim for first victory of season
By Aaron Pyle

Morning Sun Staff

The Southeast High 
School football team will 
not get many breaks in 
its schedule this season, 
and the Lancers have an-
other good test on Friday 
night as the team travels 
to Pleasanton for a Three 
Rivers League clash 
against the Blu-Jays.

Kickoff is set for 7 
p.m. at Pleasanton High 
School.

In last week’s match-
up against St. Mary’s 
Colgan, the Panthers 
handled the Lancers 50-6 
behind a four-touchdown 
performance from junior 
running back Cooper 
Simmons.

Colton Lawrence 
helped the Lancers score 

late in the fourth quar-
ter, connecting with 
Aden Smith on a post 
route through the middle 
for a 40-yard touchdown. 
Smith finished with 39 
rushing yards on eight 
carries, averaging 4.9 
yards per carry. South-
east compiled 85 yards of  
total offense.

Southeast head coach 
Nick Cheney noted that 
the team has been pay-
ing close attention to 
the scouting reports in 
preparation for Friday’s 
game against Pleasan-
ton.

“This week, I think 
they paid more attention 
in the scouting reports,” 
Cheney said. “They 
(Pleasanton) have only 
had like 10 running plays, 
and their pass routes are 

all off formation. It just 
goes to a certain kid, and 
our kids paid attention to 
that. They’re prepared, 
and we’ll be all right.”

The Pleasanton Blu-
Jays enter Week 5 with a 
3-1 overall record. Pleas-
anton opened the season 
with three straight vic-
tories over Uniontown, 
Northeast and Belle 
Plaine, outscoring its op-
ponents 114-61. However, 
the team fell 27-0 in its 
Week 4 matchup against 
Olpe, the second-ranked 
team in Class 1A, accord-
ing to Kpreps.

Under the direction of  
third-year coach Caleb 
Hendricks, the Blu-Jays 
have improved from 2021 
when Pleasanton fin-
ished 2-6, including five 
straight losses to open 

the season.
Pleasanton is led by 

freshman quarterback 
Kam Staton. Through the 
team’s first two games, 
Staton collected 519 pass-
ing yards, eight touch-
downs and one inter-
ception, averaging 259.5 
yards per game.

Cheney noted that the 
Blu-Jays tend to switch 
play styles through each 
game.

“One game we watched 
on film, they threw al-
most every time,” he 
said. “Then another 
game, they ran almost ev-
ery time. … We just have 
to play fundamental foot-
ball and just do the little 
things right, not giving 
touchdowns away.”

Trojans seek to extend streak
By Aaron Pyle

Morning Sun Staff

One of  only eight un-
defeated teams remain-
ing in Class 3A, the 
Girard High School foot-
ball team aims to extend 
its winning streak to 
five games on Friday as 
the Trojans travel to La 
Cygne to battle the Prai-
rie View Buffaloes.

Kickoff  between 
the   Class 3A District 2 
foes is set for 7 p.m.

The Trojans posted a 
dominant performance 
in Week 4 against the 
Frontenac Raiders. Gi-
rard prevailed 35-0, 
spreading the wealth 
among its backfield. The 
Trojans compiled 250 
yards and four touch-
downs on the ground, 
with senior quarterback 
Luke Niggemann lead-
ing the way, gathering 85 
yards. Niggemann, Alex 

Coester, Adam Shireman 
and Christian Taylor all 
scored rushing touch-
downs for the Trojans.

The relentless, fast-
paced offense of  the 
Trojans looks to keep it 
rolling after outscoring 
its first four opponents 
134-47.

“I think our effort has 
been good,” Girard head 
coach Neal Philpot said. 
“Our kids are playing 
hard, and we’ve gotten 
better. Each week, we’ve 
talked about things we 
can get better at, and I 
think in the Frontenac 
game, there were some 
things we didn’t do quite 
as well the week before.

“But we tackled better, 
and we got more people 
to the ball on defense. … 
We’re playing well, we’re 
playing hard, and we’re 
making some correc-
tions as we go, and that’s 
a tribute to what we’re 
doing right now.”

Headed into Week 
5, the Trojans battle a 
Prairie View team that 
defeated Santa Fe Trail 
32-26 and Osawatomie 
38-0 in Weeks 2 and 3. 
However, the Buffaloes 
lost to Parsons 56-22 in 
the season opener and 
45-32 last week against 
Burlington.

The Buffaloes’ defense 
allowed 434 yards of  to-
tal offense (315 passing, 
119 rushing) against 
the Wildcats. However, 
Prairie View’s freshman 
running back, Park-
er Schwarz, shined on 
offense, collecting 175 
yards and two touch-
downs on 21 carries, 
averaging 8.3 yards per 
carry.

The Trojans look to re-
peat last year’s outcome 
against the Buffaloes, 
where Girard prevailed 
38-15 as Niggemann 
scored four touchdowns.

Prairie View holds a 

3-1 record in its last four 
meetings against Girard. 
Philpot noted that the 
Buffaloes, under the di-
rection of  Kyle Littrell, 
would be ready to face 
the Trojans.

“We’re going to have 
to go play assignment 
football,” he said. “They 
run some triple option, 
which is tough. They are 
physical, and we’ll have 
to tackle well on defense. 
Offensively, we need to 
take care of  the ball. … 
They are well-coached, 
they know their identity, 
and they are going to be 
a physical team. That’s 
what they’ve been.

“But they’re going to 
be disciplined on what 
they do. We have to take 
advantage of  the things 
we can and make sure 
we are not overlook-
ing anybody. ... If  we do 
those things, we’ll be all 
right.”

Gorillas to run in Louisville
Staff Reports

sports@morningsun.net

Pittsburg State’s cross 
country teams will com-
pete in the Live at the 
Lou Classic on Saturday 
morning in Louisville, Ky.

The men’s 8,000-meter 
race will start at 8:30, and 
the women’s 5K is set for 
9:15. Both races have pre-
dominantly NCAA Divi-
sion I schools plus some 

nationally ranked Divi-
sion II squads.

The Gorilla women’s 
team jumped 16 spots to 
No. 14 in the latest Divi-
sion II poll after placing 
second behind Arkansas 
in the Missouri Southern 
Stampede on Sept. 17.

Freshman Jentrie Al-
derson placed second 
overall in the 5K in 16 
minutes, 53 seconds. 
Sophomore Lara Mur-
dock finished fourth in 

17:04, and redshirt sopho-
more Marissa Dick placed 
ninth in 17:27.

Pittsburg State’s men’s 
team, ranked No. 12, 
placed seventh at the 
Stampede.

Redshirt sophomore 
Braden Zaner placed 
ninth overall in the 8K in 
24:45. Redshirt sophomore 
Mason Strader finished 
22nd in 25:23 while red-
shirt sophomore Carson 
Eve placed 56th in 26:03.

Dolphins QB Tua stretchered off with head, neck injuries
By MITCH STACY 

AP Sports Writer   

CINCINNATI (AP) — 
Miami Dolphins quar-
terback Tua Tagovailoa 
sustained neck and 
head injuries after being 
slammed to the ground in 
Thursday’s game against 
the Cincinnati Bengals 
and was stretchered from 
the field. 

The Dolphins said Ta-
govailoa was conscious, 
had movement in all his 
extremities and was tak-
en to University of  Cin-
cinnati Medical Center 
for further evaluation. 

Tagovailoa was chased 
down and sacked by 

6-foot-3, 340-pound Josh 
Tupou with about six 
minutes left in the first 
half. He was spun around 
and thrown to the turf. 
While on the ground, 
his hands froze in front 
of  his face. He remained 
down for more than sev-
en minutes before being 
loaded on a backboard, 
stabilized and strapped to 
a stretcher after his face-
mask was removed. 

Dolphins players 
gathered around as Ta-
govailoa was rolled off 
the field and the crowd 
chanted “Tua! Tua!.” 

Reaction came swiftly 
from around the NFL. 
Chiefs quarterback Pat-

rick Mahomes and Bron-
cos QB Russell Wilson 
promptly tweeted with 
concern for Tagovailoa’s 
well-being. 

“Praying for you Tua,” 
Wilson wrote. 

The 24-year-old Tagov-
ailoa was suffering from 
a sore back and was list-
ed as questionable for 
most of  the week ahead 
of  the game. 

Tagovailoa briefly left 
Sunday’s 21-19 victory 
over the Buffalo Bills 
after appearing to be 
disoriented by what the 
team originally said was 
a head injury after tak-
ing a hard hit from Bills 
linebacker Matt Milano 

late in the first half. He 
missed just three snaps 
and returned after half-
time, a decision that 
prompted a joint review 
by the NFL and National 
Football League Players 
Association of  what went 
into the decision to al-
low him to return to the 
game. 

The team and Tagov-
ailoa said after the game 
the quarterback had a 
back injury that caused 
his awkward stumble and 
fall after he was slammed 
into the turf  in the sec-
ond quarter. The team 
said Monday that Tagov-
ailoa was not in concus-
sion protocol. 

He said he “hyper-ex-
tended” his back after 
getting his legs caught 
under someone on a 
quarterback sneak. 

Before leaving Thurs-
day’s game, Tagovailoa 
was 8 for 14 for 100 yards 
and an interception. He 
was replaced in the game 
by Teddy Bridgewater, 
who threw a touchdown 
pass to Chase Edmonds 
with 15 seconds left in the 
half. 

The play of  Tagovailoa, 
who won a national cham-
pionship at Alabama, has 
been key for the 3-0 Dol-
phins. He came into the 
game second in the NFL 
with 925 passing yards.

with three kills. Matlock 
and Hattie Hamblin also 
provided 18 assists for the 
Raiders.

In the final match, 
Southeast battled Par-
sons. The first set went 
down to the wire, with the 
Vikings tying it up at 24-24 
after trailing by as many 
as four points. Iniya Hin-
man of Parsons helped 
the Vikings secure the 
opening set victory with 

back-to-back kills beating 
Southeast 26-24.

The Vikings then led 
throughout the second 
set. Southeast trailed by 
as little as four points ear-
ly in the set. However, the 
front zone of  Hinman and 
Briona Patterson sealed 
the 25-19 match victory 
for Parsons.

Vinson led the Lanc-
ers again in the second 
match, finishing with 
four kills and three digs. 
In addition, Cassidy had 
three kills, two digs and 
one ace.

SWEEP

Continued from Page 1B
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ASTROGRAPH by Eugenia Last

Explore every possibility. Discuss your interests and how you want to live your life 

with like-minded people. Being on the same page as those you feel most akin to will 

help you turn your dreams into reality. Make this a year to remember by engaging in 

activities that bring you closer to your goal.  

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- Focus on your 
appearance and how you carry yourself. 
Keeping fit and wanting to show off what 
you have to offer will draw the attention 
of  someone who appreciates you. Ro-
mance is encouraged. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) -- Stick to 
what’s comfortable and to the people 
who put you at ease. You’ll be privy to in-
formation that will help you bring about 
positive change. Attend a seminar or con-
ference. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) -- Pump 
things up and get things moving. Your 
enthusiasm will help break up the mo-
notony and draw dynamic people to your 
side. Expand your circle of  friends, and 
you’ll make valuable connections. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) -- Be a good 
listener, friend and ally. Offer down-to-
earth suggestions and a helping hand, 
and you’ll boost your reputation. Take a 
different approach to domestic affairs. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) -- You’re head-
ing upward, and financial and personal 
gains are within reach. Expand your in-
terests, and trust and believe in yourself. 
Domestic improvements will lift your 
spirits. 

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) -- Put an end to 
an emotional situation holding you back. 
Check out what’s possible and distance 
yourself  from trouble. Put your energy 
where it counts and let go of  your anger. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19) -- You’ve got a 
good eye for investments, bargains and 
opportunities. Go over the fine print 
and find a path to victory. Trust your 
instincts, and focus on what you can ac-
complish. Engage in romance. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) -- Don’t ignore 
what things cost or what others want 
from you. Know when to draw the line 
and set boundaries. Make your position 
clear and go about your business. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- Seek out those 
offering exciting perspectives on what 
you do or plan to pursue. The input oth-
ers give you will open your eyes to many 

ideas that will help you move forward. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) -- Take better 
care of  your home, family and health. 
Overindulgence will not solve problems 
or save you money. Pay attention to how 
you portray yourself. Moderation will 
improve your life. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- Make plans with 
someone who shares your interests. So-
cial events will allow you to share your 
thoughts, get sound feedback and adjust 
your objectives to ensure long-term suc-
cess. Romance is favored. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- Don’t believe 
everything you hear. Listen attentively 
so you can differentiate between what’s 
fact and what’s fiction. Be selective when 
it comes to choosing friends, allies and 
partners. 

(Visit Eugenialast.com, or join Eugenia 
on Twitter/Facebook/LinkedIn.)

FUNNYPAGE

ALLEY OOP ADAM

ARLO AND JANIS

FRANK AND ERNEST

BIG NATE THE GRIZZWELLS

MONTY

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE

BEETLE BAILEY

GARFIELD

BLONDIE

THE BORN LOSER

CROSSWORD

HERMAN
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ADULT SERVICES AFTER HOURS EMERGENCY CHILDREN’S SERVICES 

911 E Centennial 620-232-7283  411 E Madison 

620-231-5130  620-232-3228 

SUBSTANCE ABUSE SUBSTANCE ABUSE THERAPEUTIC PRESCHOOL 

OUTPATIENTSERVICES INPATIENT & REINTEGRATION 620-235-7150 

3101 N Michigan 620-724-8806    

620-231-5130 

A Program of Crawford County Health Department 

www.crawfordmentalhealth.org

 

620-231-5130 

FICARELLAS’
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY

CLEANING SERVICE

Deep Down Extraction Cleaning
& Encapsulation Cleaning

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
Over20 Years ofExperience

LICENSED & INSURED

***FREE ESTIMATES***

 Call / Text: 620-778-6632 OR 417-208-7251

1912 N Broadway 
Pittsburg, Ks 66762

(620) 404-4053

Now Taking Reservations
Hours:
Tues-Thurs 3:30-8:30
Fri and Sat 3:30-9:30
Closed Sunday-Monday

Raiders travel to Columbus for CNC clash

Vikings host Panthers on Senior Night 

By Sam Kombrink

Morning Sun Staff

The Frontenac football 
team will hit the road for 
a Week 5 CNC matchup 
against Columbus.

Kickoff is set for 7 p.m. 
Friday night at Columbus 
High School.  

“This is going to be one of  
those games where whoev-
er takes care of  the ball and 
who can run the ball will 
probably be the team that 
is successful at the end,” 
said Frontenac head coach 
Mark Smith.

Smith said the Raiders (2-
2) are facing some injuries, 
including starting center 
Aidan Hill, who could miss 
the game.

“We’re just going to have 
to have that next man up 
mentality,” he said. “We 
just have to keep playing 
hard and hopefully stay 
healthy with districts start-
ing. This is a big game for 
both teams, and we want to 
get off to a good start.”

The Raiders beat the Ti-
tans 20-0 and 26-6 last sea-

son, but in order to escape 
with a win, Smith knows it 
starts with containing Co-
lumbus senior quarterback 
Brett Hamilton.

“Hamilton is one of  those 
quarterbacks that can do it 
all,” Smith said. “He has a 
really strong arm, and he 
can put the ball anywhere 
and is pretty accurate. His 
running and dual threat 
ability is what scares me. 
He can run the ball when 
he needs to.”

Through four games, 
Hamilton has completed 
44 passes on 99 attempts 
for 682 yards, seven touch-
downs and three intercep-
tions. Hamilton also has 
rushed for 164 yards on 25 
carries and has four rush-
ing touchdowns.

Smith said the Raiders’ 
defense is no stranger to 
Hamilton, but it won’t be 
easy to keep him from mak-
ing plays.  

“We’ve seen him, he’s a 
good football player,” he 
said. “He puts a lot of  pres-
sure on the defense and we 
are going to have to play 

really good team defense to 
stop them.”

Frontenac ‘s offense will 
have to find ways to keep 
the football away from Co-
lumbus free safety Landin 
Midgett as he has three in-
terceptions on the season.

“He’s a very good free 
safety,” Smith noted. “He’s 
around the ball and is a 
very good tackler. Colum-
bus is aggressive up front. 
Their corners do a good 
job of  being where they are 
supposed to be. Their safe-
ties do a good job of  getting 
downhill and making tack-
les.”

Frontenac senior run-
ning back Mario Mengh-
ini leads the Raiders of-
fense with one receiving 
touchdown and one rush-
ing touchdown, and he 
will look to play a big role 
against Columbus (1-3).

“We got to get the run-
ning game established,” 
Smith said. “We have to be 
balanced and take care of  
the football. We just have to 
take what they give us and 
keep moving the chains.”

By Dashuan Vereen

and Sam Kombrink

Morning Sun Staff  

St. Mary’s Colgan seeks 
its third consecutive vic-
tory on the road against 
Northeast.

Kickoff is set for 7 p.m. on 
Friday night at Northeast 
High School. The Vikings 
will honor their seniors be-
fore kickoff.

The Panthers won their 
district opener over South-
east last week.

“I was very impressed 
with how our guys handled 
themselves and executed 
throughout the course of  
the game,” said Colgan 
coach Shawn Seematter. 
“We didn’t have school 
last Friday and it was our 
homecoming, and some-
times things like that can 
get you out of  your routine 
and cause distractions.”

Colgan controlled the ac-
tion throughout its match-
up against the Lancers, 
rushing for 245 yards and 
benefitting from a 63-yard 
punt return from Tucker 
Harrell.

“I thought our guys did 
an excellent job of  staying 
focused and coming out and 
executing extremely well in 
all aspects,” said Seemat-

ter. “Specifically, I thought 
our special teams set the 
tone early. We had two big 
punt returns in addition to 
good kickoff coverage that 
helped us control the field 
position early in the game.”

Colgan has a 3-1 record at 
the midpoint of  the season, 
with its lone loss coming 
against Girard in Week 2.

“One of  the things we 
have done that has helped 
us to a 3-1 start is our guys’ 
willingness to show up to 
practice each day and get 
better,” said Seematter. “I 
really feel like the things we 
work on to improve in prac-
tice continue to get better 
in games. Things such as 
executing blocking assign-
ments, tackling, defeating 
blocks, etc. Our guys do a 
tremendous job in practice 
and it shows up in games.

“Also, I think we have 
done a pretty good job of  
playing physically,” said 
Seematter. “The guys put 
in a lot of  work to get fast-
er and stronger in the off-
season and I think that has 
shown up and allowed us to 
be in good shape and play 
physically throughout the 
entirety of  each game so 
far. Of course, there is still 
room for improvement, but 
I think those things stand 
out as to what has helped 

us this year.”
The Panthers’ defense 

has held opponents to 10.6 
points per game in the 
three wins.  

“We have a lot of  re-
turners who played a lot 
of  minutes last year,” said 
Seematter. “So, their fa-
miliarity undoubtedly has 
helped us play well defen-
sively. Also, similar to what 
has helped us in general, I 
think our ability to get bet-
ter in practice mixed with 
our physicality and ability 
to defeat blocks and make 
tackles has also allowed us 
to play well on defense. I’m 
a big believer that a big part 
of  success on defense is the 
ability to line up correct-
ly and know your assign-
ment.”  

Northeast coach David 
Pitts said Friday night’s 
game will be a learning 
experience for the Vikings 
(0-4).

“We’re still a work in 
progress,” said Pitts. “And 
this is going to be just the 
fifth game that most of  
these kids have ever played, 
so we’re still learning.”

Pitts added that he told 
the team that St. Mary’s 
Colgan is who Northeast 
can imitate.

“They are very well 
coached,” said Pitts. “They 

are big and fast, and their 
kids play very disciplined. 
They are a good ball club, 
and probably the best that 
we are going to see all year.

“They are what we strive 
to be. So, go out there, play 
hard, respect them, and 
watch how they act and 
watch what they do, be-
cause that is who we are 
striving to be. We are work-
ing to be at that level,” he 
said.

Pitts noted that he re-
mains focused on making 
sure his team is healthy 
and performing the task at 
hand as the Vikings look 
to take a positive step this 
week after getting shut out 
38-0 last week at Erie.

“We’re trying to keep it 
fun, but also trying to learn 
because about five or six of  
those kids will be back next 
year so, we want to make 
sure that we are progress-
ing,” said Pitts.

He added that the Vi-
kings understand the sit-
uation they are in and will 
make the best of  it.

“We’re trying to grow 
each week,” said Pitts. 
“And we see steady im-
provement. I told the kids 
that we expect to take a step 
forward, and that we don’t 
want to regress.”

Castro, Báez homer; Tigers sweep 
Royals 10-3, escape cellar
By DAVE HOGG 

Associated Press   

DETROIT (AP) — Willi 
Castro and Javy Báez hom-
ered to lead Detroit over the 
Kansas City Royals 10-3 on 
Thursday for a three-game 
sweep that moved the Ti-
gers out of  last place in the 
AL Central. 

Detroit (63-92) has won 
six straight, matching its 
season high and ensuring 
the Tigers will not lose 100 
games. Detroit went 10-9 
this year against the Royals 
(63-93), who dropped into 
the division cellar. 

“We’re at 92 losses, so 
we’re not going to cele-
brate anything, but we’re 
happy to sweep again,” Ti-
gers manager A.J. Hinch 
said. “We’re playing better 
across the board, but as 
a manager, I know there 
are a lot of  things we can 
do better. Still, winning is 
nice.” 

The Tigers have gone 
8-2 since falling to 55-91 on 
Sept. 18. 

“We’ve known all year 
that we can play this well,” 
Báez said. “The important 
thing is coming back next 
season and playing like this 
right from the start.” 

Kansas City stranded 11 
runners, raising its two-day 
total to 24, and went 2 for 10 
with runners in scoring po-
sition. 

“We needed that big hit 
and it eluded us for most of  
the last two days,” Royals 
manager Mike Matheny 
said. “It was good to see a 
couple of  guys put a charge 
into the ball late in the 
game, but we were dealing 
with a pretty big gap by 
that point.” 

Eduardo Rodriguez (5-5) 
allowed five hits and four 
walks in 6 2/3 shutout in-
nings, but struggled after 
Detroit’s four-run fifth. 

“I feel like everything 

was working just the way 
I wanted in the first five in-
nings,” he said. “In my last 
two innings, I was feeling 
cold coming off the bench - 
my body was cold.” 

Jonathan Heasley (4-9) 
gave up five runs — four 
earned — and six hits in 4 
2/3 innings. 

“I thought he had good 
stuff and had control of  
the game,” Matheny said. 
“The leadoff walk in the 
fifth seemed to kind of  send 
him into a spiral. We also 
had a misplay that turned 
a tough inning into a really 
tough one. It’s hard to re-
cover from that.” 

Before a crowd of just 
13,137, Castro put the Ti-
gers ahead with a solo ho-
mer in the second but left 
after straining his left ham-
string while running out a 
fourth-inning double. Cas-
tro will miss Detroit’s final 
six games. 

Detroit boosted the lead 
to 5-0 with a four-run fifth. 
Tucker Barnhart walked, 
advanced on a wild pitch 
and scored when first base-
man Vinnie Pasquatino 
couldn’t handle Akil Bad-

doo’s hard grounder for 
an error. Riley Greene fol-
lowed with an RBI double, 
and Báez homered over the 
Tigers bullpen in left. 

Barnhart added an RBI 
single off Scott Barlow in 
the sixth, and the Tigers 
scored four more in the 
seventh. After Max Cas-
tillo allowed a single and 
two walks to starting the 
innnig, Luke Weaver hit 
Victor Reyes with his first 
pitch, Jeimer Candelario 
followed with a sacrifice fly 
and Barnhart doubled for a 
9-0 lead. 

“We get paid for this, 
so I expect full effort ev-
ery game,” Hinch said. “I 
tell these guys all the time 
to never take one day for 
granted at this level. These 
games might be a little 
calm because of  where the 
two teams are in the stand-
ings, but they are playing 
resolve.” 

Kansas City’s Ryan 
O’Hearn hit a two-run dou-
ble in a three-run eighth. 

Detroit Tigers left fielder Akil Baddoo slides safely into 

home plate to score ahead of the tag by Kansas City 

Royals catcher MJ Melendez (1) in the fifth inning of a 

baseball game in Detroit on Thursday. (AP PHOTO/PAUL SANCYA)

PSU defense stiffens 
in second half
By Jim Henry

Sports Editor

No. 10 Pittsburg State 
has played shutdown de-
fense during its 4-0 start 
this season.

The Gorillas have out-
scored the opposition 
77-51 during the first 
half, but the defense has 
allowed only 14 points 
-- fourth-quarter touch-
downs to Central Missouri 
and Nebraska-Kearney in 
the first two games -- in the 
second half  while the of-
fense has scored 42 points, 
35 in the third quarter.

“Every game we are 
looking for a fourth-quar-
ter shutout,” Gorillas line-
backer Alex Gaskill said. 
“Nobody scores in the 
fourth quarter.

Last year we played re-
ally well in the first half. 
Then in a lot of  games in 
the third quarter, that’s 
where we gave up some 
points. The difference this 
year is being able to make 
those adjustments at half-
time and come out with 
the same intensity and be-
ing able to execute.”

RIVALS

Because of  the proximi-
ty of  the towns, Pittsburg 
State vs. Missouri South-
ern will always be a rival-
ry, no matter the sport.

But according to players 
from both teams, Saturday 
afternoon’s football game 
at PSU’s Carnie Smith Sta-
dium is basically the next 
game on the schedule.

“It’s more a rivalry for 
Pitt State,” Gaskill said. “I 
don’t view it as much as a 
rivalry for me personally, 
but I know coming from 

Joplin, it’s going to mean a 
lot to play them.

“I didn’t get to play last 
year, so definitely being 
able to show what I can 
do to all the people back 
home (in Webb City) who 
are supporting and look-
ing. It’s going to be a big, 
fun game for the atmo-
sphere and everybody 
around.”

“Right now I’m just view-
ing it as another game,” 
said Missouri Southern 
linebacker Colton Winder, 
who prepped at Carthage. 
“That’s how I think we all 
should view it.”

“I’m not from the area 
but quickly learned how 
important this game is for 
this town and obviously 
Joplin,” Gorillas quarter-
back Chad Dodson said. 
“These two cities are very 
close to each other, and a 
lot of  people went to both 
schools.”

KEY ACTION

Dodson has completed 
57 percent of  his passes 
this season, throwing for 
1,067 yards, 10 touchdowns 
and two interceptions 
-- both last week against 
Emporia State.

He’s also effectively 
scrambled out of  the pock-
et, netting 84 yards on 22 
carries.

He was the backup 
quarterback last year un-
til taking over as starter 
for the final six quarters 
of  the season. He passed 
for 294 yards and three 
touchdowns in the sea-
son-ending 34-24 victory 
at Fort Hays State, and 
the late-season experience 
has paid dividends this 
season.

“Before that, I hadn’t 

played because of  the 
COVID year since high 
school,” Dodson said. “It 
had been a while since I 
had some live reps. Get-
ting those live reps before 
this season obviously was 
huge, getting the timing 
down with some of  the 
guys and getting used to 
the speed of  the game 
again.”

“His decision making 
has been for the most part 
outstanding,” PSU coach 
Brian Wright said. “He 
just has a good awareness 
back there when to stay 
in the pocket and throw 
and when to take off and 
scramble. His second in-
terception the other day I 
thought during the game 
was a poor decision. Then 
we watched the video tape 
and decide that it wasn’t a 
bad decision. It was a bad 
throw. His decision mak-
ing ... has allowed us to 
play good offensive foot-
ball.”

WATCHING IAN

Dodson, from Jackson-
ville, Fla., has been keep-
ing an eye on the weather 
this week as Hurricane 
Ian slammed Florida.

“I don’t think it’s really 
going to hit Jacksonville 
too bad,” he said. “Just 
kind of  the outskirts a lit-
tle bit, but praying for all 
those people back home 
who did get affected.

“I was checking with 
all my family back home. 
(Thursday) morning. 
Most of  them were good. I 
think they did lose power 
(Thursday) morning. My 
area hasn’t been too affect-
ed yet.”


