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A gripping performance

PCT Jr. Starz
to present
‘The Claw’

By Antjea Wolff
Morning Sun Staff

PITTSBURG, Kan. —
For almost two decades,
Pittsburg Community
Theatre has been host-
ing a two-week camp, Jr.
Starz, for children ages
6 through 12 during the
summer. This year the Jr.
Starz will present “The
Claw: A New Children’s
Musical” on Friday, June
17.

“The Claw”, written by
Beat by Beat and released
in 2021, is a 45-minute mu-
sical about a broken claw
machine in a bowling alley
that is suddenly turned
back on. All of the toys in-
side are overjoyed, except
for a stuffed cow named
Dot, who just wants to
hold on to her home and
her best friend Aiden.

This fun-filled musical

The cast of “The Claw” practice their opening number
for their upcoming performance at Memorial Auditori-
um on Friday. ANTJEA WOLFF / THE MORNING SUN

is directed by Megan
Potter Gabehart, who
has been directing the Jr.
Starz program for over a
decade.

“We as a community
theatre feel like this is
one of, perhaps, our most
important outreaches into
the community,” she said.
“This is not just providing
an artistic outlook for the
community, but this is

training and teaching the
importance of the arts in
our society so that Pitts-
burg Community Theatre
will go on for genera-
tions.”

Gabehart said Jr. Starz
has several Kkids who
started when they were
six and have come back

Soprano and Piano

Soprano Dr. Lydia Bechtel, right, a Pittsburg State University music professor,
and pianist Isaac Hernandez, a graduate student in piano from Mexico, performed
several Spanish songs and piano works by Hispanic composers as part of the
Pittsburg Festival of the Arts at ArtForms Gallery on Thursday. The duo also hand-

every year.

See CLAW, Page 2A

ed out pamphlets that gave information about the composers and translations to
the songs. The Festival of the Arts continues through Saturday with several more
events planned at various venues. ANTJEA WOLFF / MORNING SUN STAFF

Pittsburg

to

celebrate 620 Day

™

620 Day last year featured a rock climbing wall on Broadway, courtesy of the Fun

Zone Depot. FiLE PHOTO

Staff Reports
news@morningsun.net

PITTSBURG, Kan. —In
2019, the City of Pitts-
burg’s Downtown Advi-
sory Board (DAB) came
up with the idea to host
a celebration on June 20
as a nod to Pittsburg’s
area code (620). This
year, Pittsburg’s annual
620 Day Celebration will
be held from 5 to 8 p.m.
Monday, June 20, inside
the Pittsburg Farmers’
Market Pavilion.

“The purpose of this
annual event is to culti-
vate pride, and celebrate
the Pittsburg communi-
ty,” said Pittsburg Com-

munity Development
Specialist Christi Yockey.
Food vendors such as
The Blue Spoon, Outsid-
er Taco, Offshore Tropix,
and the Jolly Trolley will
be set up for the event, as
well as vendors including
Southwind Cycle, Simply
Sublime Sublimation,
L&M Gardens, Onyx
Luxury Epoxy, Crawford
County Community
Coalition,  Community
Health Center of South-
east Kansas, Masonic
Cancer Alliance, and
Scentsy. Limelight
Marketing will also be
handing out t-shirts, and
Embellish Boutique will
be handing out coupons.

The Y Academy of
Dance will have perfor-
mances before the ‘90s
tribute band, Bill and
Monica’s Excellent Ade-
venture (BAM), takes
the stage at 6 p.m. BAM
will perform classic ‘90s
pop, alternative, and rock
songs from artists such
as Alanis Morsette, 4 Non
Blondes, and The Cran-
berries.

The Downtown Advi-
sory Board is handing
out Downtown Pittsburg
t-shirts for the first 250
attendees. This event is
free and open to the pub-
lic.

Chris Goodwin, left, and Stacy Butcher are shown here in front of the historic Carver
League building on South EIm Street in Pittsburg, which they each played key roles
in helping to restore. COURTESY PHOTO / PSU

Open house planned at historic
Carver League building

Staff Reports
news@morningsun.net

PITTSBURG, Kan. —
Over the past year, the
historic Carver Social
League building located at
1007 South Elm has been
undergoing renovations
thanks to the help of
Pittsburg State University
construction management
students and alumni.

On Thursday, City of
Pittsburg Director of Com-
munity Development and
Housing Quentin Holmes
met with PSU alumni
Chris Goodwin and Stacy
Butcher to discuss the

renovations done to the
Carver League building
and made a Facebook Live
video discussing many
of the changes that have
been made, as well as
announcing that a special
open house will be held
from noon to 3 p.m. Satur-
day, June 18, with the help
of PSU’s Office of Student
Diversity.

The date of the open
house was chosen in ob-
servance of the federal
Juneteenth holiday com-
memorating the emanci-
pation of enslaved African
Americans, which is June
19. Historic images will

be on display, and those
involved will provide an
informal explanation of
Phase 1 as well as the vi-
sion and future phases —
including an emphasis on
inclusion. At 2 p.m., local
musician Lem Sheppard
will play.

Goodwin and Butcher
both said there would be
more to come with the
Carver League building,
and they invited the pub-
lic to meet with them on
Saturday to discuss the
future of the building as
well as the past.

See CARVER, Page 5A

New report highlights Southeast
Kansas childcare needs

By Dustin R. Strong
Morning Sun Staff

CRAWFORD COUNTY,
Kan. — After COVID-19
emerged in late 2019,
Kansas Gov. Laura Kelly
and 42 other governors is-
sued executive orders for
non-essential personnel
to stay home, restricting
all movement outside the
home deemed nonessen-
tial in an attempt to flat-
ten the curve of disease
transmissions. In April
2020, Kelly announced a

plan to reopen the state’s
economy by June, but rec-
ommended gatherings to
be no more than 45 people.

Child care in Kansas,
and around the nation,
was overwhelmed by
COVID-19. But as a new
report released this month
by Child Care Aware of
Kansas demonstrates,
COVID-19 did not create
the strain on child care in
Kansas, it only exacerbat-
ed it.

Prior to the pandemic,
Kansas was already expe-

riencing a child care cri-
sis. 70 percent of children
ages 0 to 6 needed child
care because their parents
worked, but according to
Child Care Aware of Kan-
sas, by June 2020, there
were 5,044 fewer child care
slots than in 2017, and the
number of openings con-
tinued to decrease through
2021. By May, the state had
lost another 938 slots as
78 providers closed their
doors; by August, another
279 programs were gone.

See CARE, Page 8A

History's Hidden Gems
The Mishmash Strike
Page 3A

World Cup 2026

Kansas City is selected as one of 16
host cities for the 2026 World Cup.
Page 1B

Obituaries

* Norman Miller, 79, Fort Scott, KS
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Obituaries

Norman “Don” Miller

Norman “Don” Miller,
age 79, resident of Fort
Scott, Kansas, died Thurs-
day, June 16, 2022, at Neva-
da Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Nevada, Missouri.

He was born July 26,
1942, in Fort Scott, the
son of Roy and Leora
Heitz Miller. He graduated
from FSHS with the class
of 1960 where he played
sports and was a self-pro-
claimed terrible student.
He attended JUCO in Fort
Scott prior to entering service in the U. S. Army.

Following the Army, Don graduated from Pittsburg
State University with a master’s in education. He mar-
ried Shauneen Bond on Aug. 29, 1964, in Fort Scott. She
preceded him in death on Jan. 25, 2007. He began his
teaching and coaching career in Coffeyville, Kansas.
After moving back to Fort Scott, Don taught at the Ju-
nior High School and Fort Scott JUCO. His teaching and
coaching career garnered many awards including Mas-
ter Teacher Award 1981, and the Kansas Teacher Hall
of Fame 2001. He established the middle school Pride
Program as well as Washington Workshop. He was a
member of KNEA, served as HPA board President and
was a member of Community Christian Church. Don’s
sense of humor never failed when reminiscing with for-
mer students and athletes.

Survivors include two daughters, Tanya Miller, Fort
Scott, and Erin Ponte and husband Brian, Fresno,
California; a sister, Diane Yager, Smithville, Missouri;
a granddaughter, Madison Ponte as well as Tanner, Bri-
tyn, Beckham, and Jordy Fox; and nieces and nephews
Kim Boham, David Bond, Lindsay Schossow, Morgan
Boham, Elise Yager, Kristy Yager, Tony Yager, Justin
Parks, Stacey Snodgrass, and Laurie Short. Besides his
wife, he was preceded in death by two sisters, Connie
Miller Parks, and Sharon Short; and his parents.

Rev. Dusty Drake will conduct funeral services at
10:30 a.m. Tuesday, June 21, at the Community Christian
Church. Burial will follow in the Evergreen Cemetery.
A memorial gathering will take place at 6:30 p.m. Mon-
day, June 20, at the Fort Scott Middle School, with ca-
sual “Tiger” gear encouraged. Memorials are suggested
to either HPA or the Don Miller Scholarship Fund and
may be left in care of the Cheney Witt Chapel, PO Box
347, 201 S. Main St., Fort Scott, KS 66701. Words of re-
membrance may be submitted to the online guestbook
at cheneywitt.com.
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John Leroy lli

John Leroy III, Vietnam veteran, age 80, passed away
Sunday, May 15, 2022 in Chanute, Kansas.

John was born at home on Nov. 19, 1941, in Scammon,
Kansas, to John Leroy, Jr. and Mary (Devlin) Leroy.

He graduated from Columbus Unified School District
in 1959. He married his high school sweetheart, Laura
(Shelton) Leroy in 1961. They later divorced. They had
two children together, John IV and Theresa (Terri).

Shortly after high school John joined the Air Force,
serving 20 years. He retired from service in 1980. Later
on he worked and retired from Wal-Mart.

John married Wilma (Wahl) Leroy in 2001. She sur-
vives.

John loved fishing, hunting, and camping with his
family. He loved KU Sports and KC Chiefs football.

John was preceded in death by his parents and his
brother-in-law, Willie Wilson.

He is survived by his wife, Wilma, his sister, Beverly
Wilson of Girard, his brother-in-law, Bill (Bobbi) Shel-
ton of Topeka, his son John (Terri) Leroy of Humboldt,
his daughter, Terri (Kim) Houdashelt of Humboldt, four
stepchildren, ten grandchildren, three step grandchil-
dren, and 26 great grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made in John's
name to the KDWP Youth Fishing Program. Checks can
be mailed to KDWP, Attn: Wild Trust, 512 SE 25th Ave.
Pratt, KS 67124 (Please note on the memo line "John
Leroy III").

Joyce Elaine (Blessant) Evans

Joyce Elaine (Blessant)
Evans of West Palm Beach,
Florida died peacefully on
Tuesday, April 19, 2022,
following a long illness.

She was born March 28, - B
1943, in Pittsburg, Kansas,
to Elma L. (Vantrepotte) ot

and Martin Blessant.

She attended College _—— * 4 e
High and Pittsburg State / > /&_
University and was an - -
avid French horn player. .
She was married to David
R. Evans from 1965 to 1991.
Later in life, Joyce worked at Mount Carmel Hospital
as a unit clerk then moved to Deland, Florida for retire-
ment where she enjoyed warmer weather, cruising, and
bunko with her sister Nancy and her friends.

Survivors include her children Geoff Boynton Beach,
Florida, Greg (Gretchen) West Palm Beach, Florida,
Jason Wellington, Colorado, and Susan Peters of Find-
lay, Ohio. Three grandsons, Derek and Allen Peters and
Tucker Evans. Sister Nancy (Brent) Schlapper Deland,
Florida, sister-in-law Jeanine (Kenneth) Blessant
Pittsburg, Kansas, and numerous nieces, nephews, and
cousins. Preceded in death by her parents and brother
Kenneth Blessant. The family suggests memorials to St.
Peter's Episcopal Church, Pittsburg, Kansas.

Graveside Service will be held at 10:30 a.m. Friday,
June 24, 2022, at Mt. Olive Cemetery, 402 E. Quincy St.,
Pittsburg, KS 66762.

Monday, June 20
TOPS #0599 Pittsburg

Tuesday, June 21

Pittsburg Noon Rotary

Wednesday. June 22

Blanket Brigade

rience necessary.

Thursday, June 23

Arma Golden Era

pinochle. Come and visit.

Little Balkans Quilt Guild

and Pine streets in Pittsburg.

TOPS KS 0599 Pittsburg, Kansas meets Monday evenings
for confidential weigh-ins and an informational meeting at
the Homer Cole Center at 3003 N. Joplin, Pittsburg, KS.
Weigh-ins begin at about 5:15 p.m. and the meeting starts
at 6:05 p.m. For more details about TOPS #0599, contact
Wanda Porter at 620-231-9091.

Co-Dependents Anonymous

As COVID-19 and social distancing has curtailed CoDa
meetings, there is now a weekly audio only conference
call meeting at noon on Mondays. For more information
call 620-704-1309 or email jtknoll@swbell.net.

The Little Balkans Quilt Guild meets at 7 p.m. on the third
Monday of every month at the Presbyterian Church at 6th

Pittsburg Noon Rotary meets at noon on Tuesdays at
Via Christi Hospital. To allow more time for networking,
the group has added a monthly "Social Hour" on the first
Tuesday of every month throughout the community. Ask
a Rotarian for the next social hour location or visit the
group's Facebook page, Pittsburg Noon Rotary Club.

Pittsburg Duplicate Bridge Club

The Pittsburg Duplicate Bridge Club meets on Tuesdays
at 12:15 p.m. at the Homer Cole Community Center. Fully
vaccinated bridge players are welcome to come play with
their partners. Masks are mandated at this time, but this
policy will be reviewed when possible.

Join the Blanket Brigade in making quilts for those in
need. The Brigade meets every Wednesday, except the
first Wednesday of the month, at Zion Lutheran Church,
102 W. Jackson, Pittsburg, from 9 a.m. to noon. No expe-

Arma Golden Era, located at 619 E. Washington St.,
Arma, Kansas, hosts games including cards and dom-
inoes on Thursdays from noon to 5 p.m. Now playing

Co-dependents Anonymous

Co-dependents Anonymous meets weekly at 6 p.m. Thurs-
days as an audio-only conference call meeting. Please
call 620-231-6977 for information about how to join.

“I like how it gives kids
the opportunity to come
together and show what
they like about acting and

CLAW

Continued from Page 1A

7th grader Lexton Hol-
loway, who is part of the
ensemble, said he has
been a part of Jr. Starz for
o years.

“It’s fun, and it’s fun
to work with new peers,”
Holloway said.

Another camper who
has been with Jr. Starz for
several years, 5th grader
Violet Snider, who plays
Wally the walrus, said she
likes this play because
the costumes are a little
bit more elaborate and
expressive.

stuff and auditioning and
getting a part,” Snider
said. “Even if they don’t
like it [the part], they still
have fun here and are wel-
comed by everyone.”

Snider said she defi-
nitely wants to continue
acting and being a part of
theatre.

For T7th grader Levi
Adam, who plays Moe the
moose and one of the Bee-
nie Elders, this is his sec-
ond year being involved
with Jr. Starz.

“You get to meet a lot of

Engagement rings « Gold and Silver Dealer- Gifts - $5 Batteries
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different people,” Adam
said. “And you get to real-
ly express yourself in dif-
ferent ways than just how
everyone else sees you.”

Adam said he likes that
this play is about friend-
ship.

“I like the story about
this play a lot because it
expresses the relationship
between these two char-
acters, a mystical dragon
and a cow,” he said. “And
it shows the relationship
between them. They want
to try and figure out a way
that they can stay togeth-
er forever and get picked
together.”

Director Gabehart said
she has enjoyed this year
as much as she has every
year.

“We always have a solid
cast, and great kids,” she
said. “Theatre is wonder-
ful because it teaches some

of those soft skills that are
needed in the workplace,
but it also means that kids
that gravitate towards
theatre already enjoy and
appreciate those soft skills
like expression and com-
munication and creativity.
So we get some really fan-
tastic young people year
after year, whether they
are newly coming in at age
12 or they have been with
us since they were six. We
get great kids.”

There will be two per-
formances of “The Claw,”
at 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. Friday,
June 17, at Memorial
Auditorium for one night
only. Tickets are $5 at the
door for general admis-
sion. Musical director is
MJ Harper, and the set
was designed by Jason
Huffman.
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NEWS

Rock Creek Bridge on
K-146 to close for repairs

Staff Reports

news@morningsun.net

NEOSHO COUNTY,
Kan. — The Kansas De-
partment of Transporta-
tion (KDOT) expects to
begin making repairs to
the Rock Creek Bridge
on K-146 next week. The
bridge is about three miles
west of Walnut, near the
Crawford-Neosho County
line.

Starting Monday, June
20, the work zone will be
closed to traffic. KDOT will
sign the state route detour

on K-3, K-47 and U.S. 59
(see map). KDOT award-
ed Mission Construction
Company of St. Paul the
$287,182 construction con-
tract. The work should be
completed by late October,
weather permitting, ac-
cording to KDOT.

Persons with questions
may contact KDOT Con-
struction Engineer Kyler
Farmer, 620-308-7617, or
Public Affairs Manager
Priscilla Petersen, 620-902-
6433. Check KDOT’s up-
dated traveler information
website,
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This map shows the designated detour route around
the work zone at Rock Creek Bridge, which will be
closed until at least October starting Monday, accord-

ing to KDOT. COURTESY PHOTO

www.Kandrive.org, for
more road condition and

construction details.

‘Beats and Ballots’ event
planned for June 24

Staff Reports

news@morningsun.net

PITTSBURG, Kan. —
Area musicians, speak-
ers, trivia, free prizes,
and more are part of
what’s planned for “Beats
and Ballots,” an event
designed to encourage
undecided voters prior to
the Aug. 2 Kansas consti-
tutional amendment vote.
“Beats and Ballots” is free
and will be held from 4
p.m. to midnight, Friday,
June 24, at T.J. Leland’s,
108 W. 8th St.

Emily Walters, one of
the organizers, pointed
out that the night’s events
include bands, comedians,
and speakers and that
T.J. Leland’s “has a great
atmosphere and great
drinks, and their AC is
also cold.” Free snacks
will be available and there
will also be trivia ques-
tions throughout the night
with prizes.

“For me, it’s the first
time hearing Pittsburg’s
local talent and I’'m really
excited for that,” Event
organizer Jordan Metcalf

said.

Confirmed musicians
and speakers include Bo
Yellis, Cosmic Bean, Sun-
set Circle, In’ere, Eden
and Zoe, Joey Pogue, Joy
Leeper, Michael Fienen,
Regina Winemiller, and
more.

Metcalf added that hav-
ing medical experts speak-
ing at the event is helpful.

“Having ‘actual’ med-
ical experts and people
with firsthand knowledge
of living without access to
abortion care or compre-
hensive reproductive care
as speakers is important
not just from a voting
perspective, but as doing
a public service,” Metcalf
said.

One of the goals of
“Beats and Ballots,” ac-
cording to organizers, is
to raise awareness about
the upcoming Kansas an-
ti-abortion amendment,
dubbed “Value Them
Both,” which is set to be
voted on statewide Aug.
2. The amendment would
overrule the 2019 Kansas
Supreme Court’s ruling
that that abortion is a

right under the state con-
stitution’s right to person-
al autonomy.

“The framers of the
Kansas Bill of Rights cen-
tered citizen freedom over
government overreach,”
said Laura Lee Washburn,
one of the event’s facil-
itators. “That’s why we
want people to vote no to
preserve the Kansas Con-
stitution and the freedom
of all citizens.”

If the “Value Them
Both Amendment” to the
Kansas Constitution is
passed, it would open the
door for the introduction
of restrictive and even
life-threatening laws,
event organizers said.
Washburn stressed that a
bill has “already been writ-
ten for introduction to the
legislature,” should the
amendment pass, “that is
so restrictive and has such
narrow exemptions that
women and children who
have been raped would not
be allowed even the morn-
ing-after pill. Thousands
of women would be put at
risk for physical harm.”

Mona Jurshak, one

of the event organizers,
added, “We all need to be
informed and prepared to
go vote. Limiting access to
healthcare that could save
women’s lives worries me.
I want to do everything I
can to keep women safe.”

Walters, who is also set
to speak at the event, relat-
ed why the event matters
to her. “This amendment
would fundamentally al-
ter the promise of Kansas
— a promise that my fore-
fathers fought for — be-
cause of misinformation
about reproductive care,”
she said. Walters’ family
moved to Kansas in the
1850s as part of the Free
State Movement.

“They were deeply
Christian abolitionists in
Indiana,” she said, “and
they believed so profound-
ly that all people should
be free that they uprooted
their families, their lives,
and came to Kansas to
do their part.” She said
she feels it’s important
to do her part to preserve
Kansas “as forever a free
state.”

The Mis

By Holly Swigart
news@morningsun.net

On Aug. 31, 1898, Kate
and Jacob Mishmash
welcomed their first child,
a baby boy they named
Carl. They could not have
known how important
that date would become
years later to thousands
of coal miners in South-
east Kansas.

Carl left school after 3rd
grade and went to work
in the coal mines with
his father. When Jacob
Mishmash died in 1914
from an illness brought
on by years of breathing
coal dust, young Carl be-
came the family's primary
breadwinner. This meant
the family income was cut
by more than half because
like all the other children
working in the mines, Carl
was paid substantially
less than an adult worker.

His mother, Kate, strug-
gled to make ends meet
while stepping up to the
challenge of raising five
children alone. Carl was
the only child old enough
to work. The other chil-
dren ranged in age from
2 to 9 years old, so Kate
had her hands full. She
worked as a dressmaker
and took in laundry while
Carl did what any teenage
boy might do in this situ-

M--'y\:(f_;?g_r_‘
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Carl Mishmash as a young man. COURTESY PHOTO / THE MISH-
MASH FAMILY

ation. He tried his best to
fill his father's shoes and
continued to go to work
every day at the coal mine.

When Carl's 19th birth-
day rolled around, he was
supposed to startreceiving
a grown man's pay of $5

per day. Unfortunately, he
wasn't aware of the mine's
policies and continued to
work for 8 more months at
the children's rate of only
$3.65 per day. When Carl
realized the mistake, he
notified the coal company

trike

and they agreed to start
paying him adult wages.
However, they refused to
give him the back pay he
was due of nearly $200, a
lot of money in 1918. Carl's
mother came forward to
verify his age, but she
was reportedly accused
of lying and the back pay
continued to be denied.
Several more years passed
and still there was no pay-
ment. Kate had to give up
their home and moved the
family in with relatives.
They had gone from being
fairly comfortable, to be-
ing forced to live in a dirt

floor basement.
When the local United
Mine Workers District

No.14 president, Alex-
ander Howat, learned of
Carl's story, he was deter-
mined to help young Mish-
mash get his back pay.
After exchanging letters
with the coal company
representative for several
months with no satisfac-
tion, Howat ordered a
workers' strike to bring
attention to Carl's case.

See STRIKE, Page 5A

Friday. June 17
Petting Zoo Library Event

The Pittsburg Public Library invites kids and families to
their free Petting Zoo event from 10 a.m. to noon Friday,
June 17 in Lincoln Park. Look for the library’s Bookmobile
and all the animals.

Duo Capriccioso at Books and Burrow

A violin and flute ensemble featuring Raul and Denissa
Munguia who will explore music inspired by the written
word as well as books inspired by music. This perfor-
mance will take place at 2 p.m. Friday, June 17 at Books
and Burrow.

The Claw

Pittsburg Community Theatre Jr. Starz presents “The Claw:
A New Children’s Musical” at 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. Friday,
June 17 at Memorial Auditorium. Tickets will be available
at the door for $5.

CAC Cornhole Tournament

The Children’s Advocacy Center will be hosting their first
Cornhole Tournament from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Friday June
17 at the 200 block on Broadway. There will also be food
vendors and many activities for both adults and kids. Live
music will be performed by Cole Morris. All the business-
es on the 200 block will be participating in this event.
Proceeds go to the Children’s Advocacy Center.

Summer Wind Band

This wind ensemble is comprised of faculty, students,
alumni and community members, who perform a variety
of great wind music from band classics, to movie music,
to solo features. This concert will be held at 7 p.m. Friday,
June 17 at The Bicknell Family Center for the Arts.

Juneteenth BBQ and Celebration

The Pittsburg State University Black Student Association
will be hosting a BBQ to celebrate Juneteenth at 7 p.m.
Friday, June 17 at the Gorilla Village on campus. Attend-
ees are encouraged to bring their own lawn chairs.

Friday Music on the Lake

Friday Music on the Lake returns to Crawford State Park at
the Lake View Café patio on the northwest end of Craw-
ford Lake (“Farlington Lake”) and is hosted by Friends

of Crawford State Park. Musicians play for tips only so
please tip generously. Music begins at 6 p.m. and ends

at 8 p.m. Some seating is available but bringing your own
lawn chair is recommended. Food and drink are available
in the café. Please practice physical distancing as much
as possible for safety to all. This Friday the Garcia Vibe
will be performing.

Saturday. June 18
Pittsburg Area Farmers’ Market

Vendors offer seasonal fruits and vegetables, meats,
baked goods, and more. Local artisans sell handmade
crafts. The farmers’ market accepts EBT/Vision/SNAP
cards. Saturdays from 8 a.m. to noon April 16 to Oct. 30
at the Farmers’ Market Pavilion, 119 E. 11th St., Pittsburg.

“Charade” Movie Screening

The classic movie “Charade” will be shown on the big
screen in the Linda and Lee Scott Performance Hall at
the Bicknell Family Center for the Arts at 2 p.m. Saturday,
June 18 as a continuation of the Pittsburg Festival of the
Arts.

Bill and Monica’s Excellent Adventure

Bill and Monica’s Excellent Adventure will perform at 7
p.m. Saturday, June 18 in the outdoor performance space
at Miners + Monroe, 214 S. Broadway as a continuation of
the Pittsburg Festival of the Arts.

Cell: (472) 957-0682
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Ervin’s Tree Service

Equipped With Bucket Truck
Trimming Removal
Trees, Brushes, Stump Removal
We do yard clean up
Free Estimates
We are Insured

Ervin Kichler, Owner

Cell 620-724-0121
Mona 620-724-2690
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Butcher Course
Sign Dad Up Today
June 18th
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Joe Biden and the powerless presidency

By Byron York
Washington Examiner

There's no doubt infla-
tion is the nation's most
pressing concern. All the
polls show it. All the data
shows it. And everyone
just personally knows it.

President Joe Biden will
not admit that his policies,
and his party's policies,
have made inflation worse
— and that, if Biden and
congressional Democrats
had their way, they would
make it worse still. He just
can't say that. Instead, the
president's reaction has
been a mixture of denial,
finger pointing, ineffective
gestures and, perhaps
most of all, the argument
that he, as president, is
virtually powerless to
address the nation's most
pressing concern.

"Look, inflation is the
bane of our existence,"
Biden said when he
appeared recently in a
sympathetic forum, co-
median Jimmy Kimmel's
late-night show. Kimmel
was so sympathetic that
he didn't even ask Biden
about inflation; Biden
brought it up himself. But
he had little to say. Re-
member that when Biden
published his plan to
fight inflation in The Wall
Street Journal on May 30,
his first measure was not
to do anything himself but
to let the Federal Reserve
do the job. His role as
president, Biden said, was
not to say anything mean
about the Fed.

As for all the other, little
stuff Biden is doing in the
name of fighting inflation,
there are reports that
he knows they won't do
any good. On April 12,
for example, he went to
an ethanol plant in Iowa
to claim that alternative
fuels lower energy costs.
Ethanol is great, Biden
said. It supports agricul-
ture, creates good-paying
jobs, reduces U.S. reliance
on foreign oil and reduces
the price of gasoline.

Recently, though, The
Washington Post pub-
lished an article suggest-
ing that Biden knew it was
all bunk. "Privately, Biden
dismissed the [ethanol]
policy as ineffective and
questioned the value of
the trip," the Post report-
ed. "After returning to the
White House, he hauled
his senior staff, including
chief of staff Ron Klain,
into the Oval Office, bad-
gering them with ques-
tions about the purpose of
the event."

Now, the persistence of
inflation has become even
more serious in the last
few days with the growing
realization that the Fed
might have to intention-
ally drive the nation into
recession in order to bring
inflation down — reminis-
cent of the successful but
painful inflation-fighting
strategy of Fed Chairman
Paul Volcker in the 1980s.
"An increasing number
of economists ... say it
may take an economic
contraction and higher

unemployment to bring
inflation down to more
tolerable levels, much less
back to the Fed's 2% price
target," Bloomberg report-
ed Monday.

The Fed meets this week
amid expectations that it
will raise interest rates by
another half-point, per-
haps even three-quarters
of a point. The meeting
comes just a few days after
the government reported
inflation rose 8.6% on an
annual basis in the month
of May. You might have
seen the many reports
that characterized the
increase as "unexpected,"
but the fact is, there has
never been any consensus
that inflation has peaked,
and we don't know that
now. It is entirely reason-
able to expect more.

The price increases
were particularly dramat-
ic in the things Americans
need and use most. First,
food. The price of meat,
poultry, fish and eggs
rose 14.2% on an annual
basis in May. The price of
non-alcoholic beverages
rose 12.0%. Dairy went up
11.8%. Cereals and bakery
products, 11.6%. The price
of miscellaneous food
products went up 12.6%.
And then the cost of eat-
ing out went up 9%.

The price of used cars
and trucks went up 16.1%.
The price of new vehicles
went up 12.6%. The price
of clothing went up 5%.
The price of shelter went
up 5.4%.

And then there is ener-

gy, with its astronomical
increases. The price of
gasoline went up 48.7%.
The price of fuel oil went
up an incredible 106.7%.

And what did President
Biden say when the news
broke that inflation hit
8.6% last month? He said,
"Today's inflation report
confirmed what Ameri-
cans already know: Pu-
tin's price hike is hitting
America hard."

Yes, the war in Ukraine
is contributing to higher
energy prices worldwide.
But remember this: It is
now generally acknowl-
edged that Biden's poli-
cies, like the far-too-large
$1.9 trillion American
Rescue Plan stimulus
bill, have made inflation
worse. And specifically
on the question of energy,
clear-eyed critics knew at
the beginning of Biden's
time in office that his ac-
tions would lead to higher
energy prices.

Just look at this article
from The Washington Post
on Nov. 12, 2020: "Conser-
vatives predict gas prices
will spike under Biden.
Experts say those fears
are overblown." Of course,
the Post tried to knock
down those "conserva-
tives," but in hindsight,
those fears look quite
prescient. "A dubious
meme has emerged online
in conservative circles:
The price of gasoline will
spike because Joe Biden
is taking office," the Post
wrote. "Conservative cor-
ners of Facebook are filled

with viral photos of gas
stations with prices above
$5 a gallon."

Imagine that! Gas above
$5 a gallon! What will
those crazy, fear-monger-
ing conservatives think
of next? Let's just say that
article has not aged well.
But the point to remember
is that those (correct) pre-
dictions of rising energy
costs had nothing to do
with Russian President
Vladimir Putin. They
were based entirely on
Biden's policies.

Now there are growing
fears of recession. While

there has been some
disagreement among
economists — there al-

ways is — about whether
a recession is in fact on
the way, the coming Fed
actions have intensified
those concerns. And that
has created the fear that
we might be in for a replay
of the 1970s, with Biden
playing the role of Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter.

More than half the U.S.
population was born after
1980, but the older half
will remember the terrible
inflation and successive
recessions that occurred
during what former Fed
chairman Ben Bernanke
recently called "Ameri-
ca's Great Inflation." How
great was it? From Ber-
nanke: "From the begin-
ning of 1966 through 1981,
the Consumer Price Index
rose, on average, by more
than 7% per year, peaking
at over 13% in 1980. This
period also saw two major

and two minor recessions
and an approximately
two-thirds decline in the
Dow Jones industrial av-
erage, when adjusted for
inflation."

That was bad. Really
bad. Bernanke argues
that we are not in for a
similarly extended period
of misery, because the Fed
knows more about using
interest rates to fight
inflation. But then again,
Bernanke didn't really see
the Great Recession com-
ing, so who knows?

But one thing about the
1970s-2020s  comparison
rings true. Biden is indeed
playing the role of Carter,
although Carter, elected
president at age 52, was
sharp and energetic, while
Biden, who will turn 80 in
November, is not. Perhaps
that is what prompted
Republican Senator Tom
Cotton to tweet recently,
"These Jimmy Carter
comparisons are very un-
fair — to Jimmy Carter."
In any event, there was
a sense, way back when,
that Carter was powerless
to deal with the severity
of the nation's problems.
Today, something similar
is happening with Biden
in the White House.

This article was orig-
inally published by the
Washington Examiner.
Byron York is chief polit-
ical correspondent for the
Washington Examiner.

To reduce rising energy costs in Kansas,
Evergy must step up efficiency programs

By Joel Campbell
Kansas Reflector

Energy bills are going
up in Kansas.

Rising natural gas pric-
es, the cold snap from last
year and recovery from
the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic are dramati-
cally increasing the cost
of heating and cooling
a home. In Wichita, a
resident recently paid an
unbelievable $800 utili-
ty bill, and the Kansas
Corporation Commission
recently announced that
energy prices will contin-
ue to rise.

People cannot pay their
utility bills, an especially
significant problem given
that we are in the midst
of a climate crisis. Each
summer brings record
heat waves. Natural di-
sasters are more common
and more destructive
than they ever have been.
Sheltering ourselves from
these hazardous weather
events is becoming more

and more important, and
yet it’s increasingly diffi-
cult to do so.

It doesn’t have to be
this way. Kansas is the
fourth-worst state in the
USA in terms of energy
efficiency, meaning that a
disproportionate amount
that Kansans pay for en-
ergy each month is simply
lost. While much of this is
due to our Senate Utilities
Committee repeatedly re-
fusing to pass legislation
to improve the situation,
much fault rests with our
utility companies. In 2016,
Evergy walked away from
its energy efficiency filing
at the Kansas Corpora-
tion Commission after
the commission approved
seven of the programs,
including programs for
low-income customers,
because implementing a
portion of the programs
wasn’t profitable enough.

Additionally, Evergy
recently launched a pilot
of the Pay As You Save
program (or PAYS) in

Missouri. This is an opt-in
program in which Evergy
agrees to pay the up-front
cost of energy efficiency
upgrades, such as insu-
lation, HVAC improve-
ments, more efficient
lighting and similar items
(all constructed by local
contractors to support
local economies). The cost
of these upgrades is added
to the customer’s bill over
a long period of time, but
because the efficiency up-
grades drastically lower
energy use, bills are no-
ticeably lower.

Because of the baked-
in and vetted consumer
protections into the PAYS
model, customers will
usually see about a 20%
reduction on their bills
over the course of a year.
This program is open to
renters, too — the person
living in the space is the
one who enjoys the savings
from the PAYS upgrades.

The problem with this
is that Evergy has chosen
to only launch this pilot

of PAYS in Missouri (after
the Missouri Public Ser-
vice Committee forced it
to), while proposing a far
inferior version in its en-
ergy efficiency filing at the
Kansas Corporation Com-
mission. The filing would
increase bills by 1.25% and
would only start saving
customers money in 2028.
This wouldn’t be as con-
cerning if we had more
information about how
these programs will ben-
efit customers who need
them the most. However,
people are being priced
out of their own homes by
rising energy costs today.
This filing needs to come
with more information on
where the investments are
being spent and how folks
with the highest energy
costs who experience utili-
ty shutoffs, energy-related
evictions and a high ener-
gy burden will benefit.
Implementing a robust
PAYS program would
improve the overall filing,
but Evergy must gear its

investments to help those
who would benefit from
them the most: lower-in-
come neighborhoods.
While Evergy currently
has an income-qualified
weatherization program,
including PAYS in the
filing would expand ac-
cess for energy efficiency
upgrades to reach those
who don’t qualify for in-
come-eligible  programs
and can’t front the cost of
the upgrades while they
wait for a rebate. This gap
in access is referred to as
the doughnut hole by Tony
Reames, who began his
energy justice studies at
the University of Kansas
and now serves as a senior
energy advisor at the U.S.
Department of Energy.
Energy-burdened areas
generally have older hous-
ing with worse insulation
and fewer appliances
that would qualify for up-
grades. This leads to those
who make less having to
pay more on their energy
bills simply because of a

lack of efficiency.

Evergy can track what
areas are paying the most
for energy relative to
their income, which ones
are least energy efficient,
and from there prioritize
the areas that require the
most improvement. This
data needs to be available
to the public so affected
communities can oversee
ongoing implementation
of these programs.

To ensure equitability,
Evergy needs to partner
with its customers, which
would give them the
chance to show the utility
the best path forward. Not
only is it crucial for ensur-
ing the upgrades are hap-
pening equitably, these
partnerships can often be
mutually beneficial, creat-
ing a better future for util-
ities companies and the
communities they serve.

See ENERGY, Page 5A

Grown child wants mom to move past divorce

Abigail Van Buren

DEAR ABBY: When my sibling
and I were 6 and 10, our parents
sat us down and told us they
were getting a divorce because
Dad had an affair. Mom was,
to say the least, incredibly
hurt. Her hurt and resentment
haven't subsided to this day.
Dad has never apologized to
her, but he has supported her
financially ever since.Mom has
tried therapy, but the minute a
therapist upsets her, she stops
going. My parents both now live
near my sister to help care for
her twins. Mom is constantly
upset with things Dad does or

that he's not friendly enough
with her. She says he is nicer to
strangers than he is with her. I
don't want to seem insensitive,
but they have now been divorced
longer than they were married.
It's exhausting, and it is starting
to feel like we are enabling her.
I hate that what happened has
defined the last two decades of
her life. Is there something I can
say to communicate that it's way
past time to be over this, but in
a nicer way that may be helpful,
and maybe won't leave her too
much room to tell me I'm victim
blaming? -- WHAT'S PAST HAS
PASSED

DEAR WHAT'S PAST: I, too, am
sorry about what happened to
your parents' marriage. That
your mother has been unable
to move beyond the divorce and
quits therapy the minute a ther-

apist says something she doesn't
want to hear is very sad -- for her.
What you need to understand is
that some people cling to their
"victimhood" for comfort. It
buffers them from having to rec-
ognize their own contribution to
their failure. Because you have
tried in the past without success
to help your mother let go of her
bitterness, I'm advising you to
stop trying. For your own sake,
when she starts complaining
about your father, change the
subject, end the conversation
or tune out. Enabling her isn't
helping either of you.

DEAR ABBY: My husband and I
have a business and work togeth-
er. He takes care of sales, and I
keep the books. I have raised his
children, scheduled all appoint-
ments and taken care of every-
one's needs, including the pets. I

also do all the cooking, cleaning,
laundry, shopping, etc. I tend to
suffer from depression and need
at least eight hours of sleep each
night. Because of this, I work at
the office only four to five hours
a day. My husband cannot un-
derstand why I don't work eight
to 10 hours a day. I get done what
NEEDS to be done. Of the many
other businesses we've known,
the wives are expected to do this.
How do I make him understand?
-- WORKING ENOUGH IN CAL-
IFORNIA

DEAR WORKING ENOUGH: From
your description of your weekly
activities, you are not only liv-
ing up to normal expectations,
but exceeding them. Explain to
your husband that people are
individuals. Human bodies don't
all function alike. If he can't
get that through his head, have

your doctor explain it to him.
Has he considered what it would
cost him to hire someone else
to do all the jobs you are doing?
Perhaps he should consider that
before criticizing and flogging
you to do more. Tell him you'll
spend an extra hour or so at
the office if he agrees to take up
some of the slack at home.

P.S. | can understand why you
"tend to suffer from depression."
You are married to a slave driv-
er.

Dear Abby is written by Abi-
gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was found-
ed by her mother, Pauline Phil-
lips. Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069.
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Alumni weekend planned in Girard

By Aaron Pyle
Morning Sun Staff

GIRARD, Kan. — Alum-
ni weekend is back. A
weekend of fun-filled
festivities is planned for
June 17 and 18, when Gi-
rard High School alumni
come back to town to mix
and mingle with fellow
Trojans.

Be sure to mark your
calendars and join in the
fun.

Registration and school
tours kick off the alumni
weekend from 9:30 a.m. to

noon in the Girard High
School common area on
Friday. The common area,
located on Summit Street,
is the new entrance as
registration in advance
is necessary for the right
amount of chicken and
sides. The tours will con-
tinue on Saturday at the
same time.

Following the tours,
on Saturday, the Girard
Alumni Association will
host a dinner at the Wild
Iris Event Center, located
at 999 E. 620th Ave. in Mul-
berry. The doors open at 5

p.m. as dinner is slated to
be served at 6 p.m. Closing
the dinner, at 8 p.m., there
is a dance with a perfor-
mance from Copperhead.
In addition, the program
honoring the Class of 1972
and 1962 will begin follow-
ing the dinner, along with
several other classes.
Tickets for the dinner
and dance are $30 this
year for advance regis-
tration. Reservations are
necessary in advance to
plan for food. To register,
visit mygirardalumni.net.

Class Reunions

The Girard Alumni As-
sociation plans to honor
three graduating classes
— 1962, 1972 and 1982.

The Class of 1962 will
meet Friday evening at
the Girard Civic Center
on the northeast corner
of the Square. Dinner will
be served at about 6 p.m.
Prior to the dinner, a class
photo will be taken at 5:45
at the gazebo. The cost is
$10 if picked up at the high
school on Saturday morn-
ing or at the dinner/dance
at the Wild Iris Event Cen-

ter Saturday night. There
will be a $5 additional
charge if the photo has to
be mailed.

The class of 1972 will
meet at 5 p.m. Friday, June
17, atthe Angels Among Us
building at the Crawford
County Fairgrounds, east
of Girard. Additionally,
alumni can attend the so-
cial hour dinner, courtesy
of Mengarelli's Italian
Table, at 7:30 p.m. followed
by a class photo at the
fairgrounds. The cost is
$45 per person or $70 per
couple. Checks should be

made out to the GHS Class
of 1972 Reunion. Each per-
son attending the reunion
will receive a copy of the
Class of '72 memory book
and a class photo.

Lastly, the Class of 1982
will meet at noon Satur-
day, June 18, at the Angels
Among Us building at the
Crawford County Fair-
grounds.

For those interested in
volunteering for the alum-
ni committee or for more
information, contact Ron
Gates at rgates002@gmail.
com.

Missouri man gets prison term for killing friend in Kansas

WICHITA, Kan. (AP)
— A Missouri man has
been sentenced to more
than six years in prison
for the shooting death of
his friend in Wichita three
years ago.

Brandon Craig, 25, of
Independence, Missouri,
was sentenced Wednesday
in Sedgwick County Dis-
trict Court to 74 months
in prison, television sta-
tion KSN reported. Craig

pleaded guilty in April to
voluntary manslaughter
and aggravated battery
in the shooting death of
Justin Lane, 21, of Grain
Valley, Missouri.

Police called to a Wichi-

ta home the night of April
12,2019, found Lane inside,
dead with a single gunshot
wound to the head. Police
described Lane and Craig
as best friends who were
visiting another friend at

the Wichita home when
they began fighting before
Lane was shot.

Police said Craig
changed his story about
what happened several
times, first telling inves-

tigators the never had a
gun, then saying Lane
was taking the gun from
his hand when it went off,
then later saying simply
that he had accidentally
shot Lane.

CARVER

Continued from Page 1A

In 1951, the Carver
League — named after the
great educator, innova-
tor, and botanist George
Washington Carver —
purchased a plot of land
just north of the campus
and began construction of
the Carver League Build-
ing.

The purpose of the

building was to provide a
place for social activities
for Black students and
Black residents, who were
denied membership in
many community groups
and organizations. It was
there that they held pic-
nics, game nights, hot dog
roasts, lectures, and movie
screenings. They also par-
ticipated in charity work.
Over the vyears the
members aged, the times
changed, and the building
eventually closed.

In 2009, an all-class
reunion was held, the
highlight of which was
visiting the Carver League
building for a brief party
hosted by the PSU Office
of Student Diversity.

The building had be-
come dilapidated after a
few decades of non-use
and back taxes were owed.
After the reunion, a grad-
uate paid them. Then,
more years passed, more
taxes accrued, and it was
set to be sold by the county

last summer.

Graduate Donna Camp-
bell Brice (BS ‘68) cam-
paigned to save it, and
Chris Godwin and Stacy
Butcher (both Class of
2002), eventually joined
by Ishmael Elkamil (BBA
‘12), began coordinating
the effort.

Donors from the com-
munity stepped up to fund
it, and the PSU School
of Construction signed
on. Professor Jim Otter
found a project manager:

Zachary Bures, a senior
in Construction Manage-
ment. He spent the entire
academic year overseeing
local subcontractors on a
complete gutting and res-
toration of the building.

Students in the PSU
Chapter of the Associated
General Contractors —
Bures was the president
— volunteered their time
and talent.

Now, Godwin and
Butcher said, it’s ready to
be used by the community

and to preserve history in
a way that’s sustainable.

“This country is the
greatest country in the
world, but we have our is-
sues, too, and we just need
to work together to contin-
ue to educate and focus on
inclusion,” Butcher said.
“I love Pittsburg, there is
something special about
Pittsburg that keeps you
here, that kept my family
here. This is our gift to
Pittsburg.”

ENERGY

Continued from Page 4A

The bottom line is that
Evergy is a corporation
and will always prioritize
profits. It has dragged
its feet in launching the
pilot of PAYS in Missouri.
It has done the same in

Kansas by proposing an
inequitable, vague version
that leaves out the vetted
consumer protections that
the trademarked PAYS
program contains.

As frustrating as this is,
we have the opportunity
to make our voices heard
and to make real change.

This filing will have a
public hearing in front of

the Kansas Corporation
Commission at 6 p.m.
June 27, and you have
the opportunity to give
public comment over
Zoom by registering at
https://zoom.us/meeting/
register/tJEvdeuoqzwt-
GNOTRndvM9iExt8i-
js0Q1m93. Comments also
can be submitted until
July 8 by calling 785-271-

3100, emailing public.
affairs@kcc.ks.gov, or
mailing your comment to
1500 SW Arrowhead Road,
Topeka, KS 66604-4027. If
you’d like help writing
your comment, a work-
shop on how to make your
feedback more effective is
being held from 5 to 8 p.m.
June 23. You can drop in
at whatever time works

best for you by registering
at https://us02web.zoom.
us/meeting/register/
tZUkf-yopjgqG9arm7p_
PJGBrfgWr-hQSjZU
Evergy’s plans must
improve if we are to solve
our skyrocketing energy
bills. Join us in speaking
out in supporting the
health, energy efficiency
and economic stability of

our communities!

Joel Campbell is a
second-year  engineering
student at the University
of Kansas and has been
a member of the Sunrise
Movement for more than
a year. This article was
originally published at
kansasreflector.com.

STRIKE

Continued from Page 3A

There was just one
hitch. Striking, picketing
and boycotting had recent-
ly been prohibited under a
1920 Kansaslaw. Any labor
disputes were supposed to
be settled using the newly
formed Kansas Court of
Industrial Relations. The
creation of this new law
was beginning to receive
national attention. Could
it be that Kansas had
found a legal way to derail
labor unions and render
them powerless? Other
states were considering
following suit by passing
their own laws designed
to eliminate the workers'
right to strike. Once again,
the eyes of the nation were
on Southeast Kansas.

Although union leader
Alexander Howat knew
he could be arrested for
calling a strike, he actu-
ally welcomed the public-
ity it would bring. Union
leaders felt it was their
duty to challenge this new
law because it took away
the only real power that
workers had, the right to
strike. All of the gains pre-
viously made by collective
bargaining and organized
labor might be undone
if the Kansas Industrial
Relations Act was allowed
to stand. The case of Carl
Mishmash was a perfect
example. Carl had tried
for years to get the money
owed to him, but it took an
organized work stoppage
to force action on his case.

When the Industrial
Court convened in an ef-
fort to determine whether
or not Carl Mishmash was
due the eight months of
back wages, they had to
first establish his birth

date. The Mishmash fam-
ily bible had a record of
births listed inside the
front cover. However, it
was not accepted as evi-
dence. The midwife who
had delivered Carl testi-
fied that she remembered
being there, but since it
was more than 20 years
ago, she could not say
with confidence the exact
year. A number of other
witnesses were called, but
none of them could satisfy
the court with real proof.
Finally, a coal miner
from Weir City named
Michael Spahn came
forward with some im-
portant information. Mr.
Spahn had attended the
christening which took
place soon after Carl was
born. He remembered that
some of the guests were
terribly upset by news
they had just received
from their native Austria.
The Empress Elisabeth
had been assassinated!
The shocking story was
told and retold during the
christening, punctuated
with cries of anguish
as it spread through the
crowd. The Empress
Elisabeth and her lady in
waiting had been about to
board a ship in Geneva,
when an Italian anarchist
approached them. He ap-
peared to stumble and lose
his footing, bumping into
the Empress. At first no-
body, not even Elisabeth

herself, realized that she
had been mortally wound-
ed. Her tight corset kept
the stab wound from being
immediately visible. She
continued to walk some
100 yards and boarded the
ship before collapsing.
Moments later she died.

Although Mr. Spahn
could not say for sure what
year Carl Mishmash had
been born, he knew for a
fact that the christening
took place right after the
murder of the Empress of
Austria. The judge quickly
turned to the court clerk
and ordered, "Get to the
library and find the date
of that assassination!" A
packed courtroom anx-
iously awaited the clerk's
return. When Mr. R.C.
Dellinger, assistant clerk
of the court, walked into
the courtroom -carrying
an encyclopedia, a hush
fell over the crowd. He
read aloud to the court.
"Empress Elisabeth of
Austria was killed on Sep-
tember 10, 1898."

At last, the proof they
needed was established.
Cheers rose up in the
courtroom, which was
filled to capacity. The coal
company was ordered to
pay Carl $187.64 in back
wages, plus interest. But
Carl refused to accept the
interest. He insisted that
the mine should pay exact-
ly what he had been ask-
ing for all along, the wages

HOME OF THE FRIED PIE

Open Tuesday to Saturday 8am-5pm. Fridays and
Saturdays. Made from scratch, pies, breads, fried pies, rolls,
cakes, cookies, cheese, jams, jellies, drinks & more. a
Planning a wedding, birthday, or special occasion, call now to it

order your favorite baked goods.

I-49 N from Lamar 6 miles to exit 83, west outer road south '/,
mile. Located in the same building as Hertzler’s Furniture.

Donuts no longer avavilable starting July 1st
+. SUNFLOWER BAKERY
= 581 NW 1+t Lane « Lamar, MO 64759 ...

417-884-2000 :

CASH OR CHECK ONLY FOR PAYMENT

1
flavors!

he had rightfully earned.
Carl, along with the union
leaders, maintained that
the Industrial Court was
unconstitutional and
therefore had no authori-
ty to award him anything
more. Eventually the Su-
preme Court would agree
and the Industrial Court
was disbanded.

Carl and his wife, Ma-
bel, spent the rest of their
lives in Pittsburg. They
enjoyed a happy marriage
of more than 50 years, and
celebrated birthdays into
their 90s. Carl's mother,
Kate, lived to be 100! Their
story, like many of the
immigrants who settled
here in the Little Balkans,
is a story of hard work and
dedication to family. Carl
Mishmash embodied both.

The account of Carl

Mishmash, and his David
and Goliath battle with
the coal operators of
Southeast Kansas, was
told in union halls across
the country. Although it
was an important victory,
the Mishmash case was
just the beginning of a
long, hard fight to elimi-
nate the Kansas Industrial
Court. And to be sure, the
coal miners of Cherokee
and Crawford Counties
were going to be on the
front lines for many more
months to come.

Union leaders Howat,
Dorchy, Maxwell, Flem-
ing, Titus and Mcllwrath
were all arrested and
charged with contempt for
ordering the Mishmash
strike. Alexander Howat
stood up in court and ad-
dressed the issue of the

right to strike with his
usual fiery enthusiasm, "I
could hardly believe that
in free America, this great
democracy, they would
arrest us for trying to pre-
vent the greedy operators
from robbing a widow!"
The courtroom erupted
with wild applause and
boot stomping. Judge Cur-
ran threatened to clear
the courtroom. Howat and
the others were convicted
and sentenced to one year
in jail. Thousands of coal
miners responded by vow-
ing to stay out on strike
until the union leaders
were released. They filled
the streets outside the
courthouse chanting,
"One year jail, one year no
work!" And so began the
long and difficult strike of
1921.

Community Health Center
of Southeast Kansas

2da Dosis de Refuerzo de GOVID-19
2da dosis de refuerzo de GOVID-19

[|i$|llllli|l!3 para las personas mayores
tle 50 anos en todas las ubicaciones
CHC/SEK con o Sin furno.

Sin costo.
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LOOKING BACK

A grant for staffing Mt. Carmel
Medical Center’s new psychiatric
facility was announced

By Phil Burgert
news@morningsun.net

Excerpted  stories in
Crawford County newspa-
per archives

100 Years Ago

June 17, 1922

The city of Arcadia
filed suit in district court
today against E. L. and E.
E. Garretson, contractors,
and their Arcadia banker
who is surety on their
bond, for $10,912.20. The
petition, filed by attorneys
for Arcadia, alleges that
the contractors defaulted
on a grading, -curbing
and guttering contract.
The Garretsons took the
contract in September
1920 and abandoned it in
December of that year, the
petition alleges.

Theirmotorcarsmashed
between two interurban
cars, two men and a baby
escaped without serious
injury in a crash shortly
after 4 o’clock yesterday
afternoon at the corner
of Adams and South
Broadway. The motor car,
a Ford coupe, was caught
between the Frontenac
car, proceeding north,
and the Joplin “airline”
going south. The Ford was
crushed almost beyond
recognition.

Ira Clemens, W. H. Sag-
stetter and Millard Hall
were appointed members
of a committee, by the
Chamber of Commerce
directors at their meeting
yesterday, to investigate
the possibility of pulver-
ized coal as an industrial
fuel. This committee will
work with Franklin Play-
ter, of Joplin, in gathering
information, to determine
whether such fuel would
cut operating expense for
manufacturers
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Arcadia, Kansas street scene circa 1923, from the Ira Clemens Photograph Album,
1923. COURTESY PHOTO / PSU AXE LIBRARY SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

50 Years Ago

June 17, 1972

A grant of $551,918 by
the Department of Health,
Education and Welfare
for the staffing of the new
in-patient psychiatric fa-
cility on the fifth floor of
the Mt. Carmel Medical
Center was announced
yesterday by the office of
U.S. Rep. Joe Skubitz. The
new mental health facility
is being established by the
SE-KAN Comprehensive
Mental Health Services,
designed to serve 11 coun-
ties in Southeast Kansas.

The Board of Crawford
County  Commissioners
is in the final stages of
completing a 10-year lease
for a strip pit solid waste
dump site near Breezy
Hill, which is between
Mulberry and Pittsburg
on the Missouri border.
The dump would replace
one near Croweburg
which is being closed. The
commission received a
letter this week from the
State Board of Health that
immediate action should

be taken.

Two weeks of Girl Scout
day camp ended yesterday
at the Girl Scout camp
four miles northwest of
Pittsburg. About 350 girls
from Pittsburg, Cherokee,
and Arma participated.
The first week centered
around junior Girl Scouts
with about 145 participat-
ing. About 200 Brownie
scouts attended during
the second week. The
girls took part in outdoor
crafts, nature studies, out-
door cooking and how to
build fires.

25 Years Ago

June 17, 1997

Frontenac City Council
members got a clear pic-
ture of exactly how expen-
sive capital improvements
can be during their reg-
ular meeting last night.
They approved, with
some reluctance, a $39,250
change order for the city’s
sewer lagoon project and
discussed the likelihood
the city may have to pay
an additional $45,000 for
the traffic light at the in-

tersection of McKay and
US Highway 69.

Almost perfect. The
Fort Scott USD 234 board
of education accepted a
low bid of $2,972,000 from
Crossland Construction
Co. of Columbus for ren-
ovation and additions to
Winfield Scott and Eugene
Ware elementary schools.
That was just $72,000 more
than this board had allot-
ted for the project when it
was conceived last year.
“That is very, very close
to exact,” Superintendent
Bill Madison said.

The Doggie Bag is get-
ting a wonderful present
for its 10th birthday - a
new home. The thrift shop,
operated by the Southeast
Kansas Humane Society,
will soon move into new
quarters at 510 N. Broad-
way. Proceeds from the
shop help finance the care
of homeless pets at the
society’s animal shelter.
“We're now in the process
of painting the shop,”
said Mary Kay Caldwell,
humane society president.

In 1967, China successiully
tested its first hydrogen bomb

Associated Press
news@morningsun.net

Today is Friday, June
17, the 168th day of 2022.
There are 197 days left in
the year.

Today’s Highlight in

History:
On June 17, 2015, nine
people were shot to

death in a historic Afri-
can-American church
in Charleston, South
Carolina; suspect Dylann
Roof was arrested the
following morning. (Roof
was convicted of federal
hate crimes and sen-
tenced to death; he later
pleaded guilty to state
murder charges and was
sentenced to life in prison
without parole.)
On this date:

In 1775, the Revolution-
ary War Battle of Bunker
Hill resulted in a costly
victory for the British,
who suffered heavy losses.

In 1885, the Statue of
Liberty arrived in New
York Harbor aboard the
French ship Isere (ee-
SEHR’).

In 1930, President Her-
bert Hoover signed the
Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act,

which boosted U.S. tariffs
to historically high levels,
prompting foreign retalia-
tion.

In 1963, the US. Su-
preme Court, in Abington
(Pa.) School District v.
Schempp, struck down,
8-1, rules requiring the
recitation of the Lord’s
Prayer or reading of
Biblical verses in public
schools.

In 1967, China success-
fully tested its first ther-

monuclear (hydrogen)
bomb.
In 1972, President

Richard Nixon’s eventual
downfall began with the
arrest of five burglars in-
side the Democratic head-
quarters in Washington,
D.C.’s, Watergate complex.

In 1994, after leading po-
lice on a slow-speed chase
on Southern California
freeways, 0O.J. Simpson
was arrested and charged
with murder in the slay-
ings of his ex-wife, Nicole,
and her friend, Ronald
Goldman. (Simpson was
later acquitted in a crimi-
nal trial but held liable in
a civil trial.)

In 2008, hundreds of
same-sex couples got mar-

Hours:

Tues-Thurs 3:30-8:30
Fri and Sat 3:30-9:30
Closed Sunday-Monday

SlIM’

I STEAK & CHOP HOUSE
Now Taking Reservations

1912 N Broadway
Pittsburg, Ks 66762

(620) 404-4053

ried across California on
the first full day that gay
marriage became legal by
order of the state’s highest
court.

In 2009, President
Barack Obama extended
some benefits to same-sex
partners of federal em-
ployees. Nevada Sen. John
Ensign resigned from the
GOP leadership a day
after admitting an affair
with a former campaign
staffer.

In 2013, the U.S. Su-
preme Court ruled 7-2
that states can’t demand
proof of citizenship from
people registering to vote
in federal elections unless
they get federal or court
approval to do so.

In 2019, Iran announced
that it was breaking com-
pliance with the interna-
tional accord that Kkept
it from making nuclear
weapons; the announce-
ment meant that Iran
could soon start to enrich
uranium to just a step
away from weapons-grade
levels. The Trump admin-
istration followed Iran’s
announcement by order-
ing 1,000 more troops to
the Middle East.

EXPIRES 06 22- 22‘*

EXP\RE 06-22-2022; MUST HAVE AD
30% Off Super 8 &16mm Film Transfers
Videotapes to DVD/USB/Cloud strtat $10

(VHS, VHS-C, MiniDV, 8mm, Hi-8, Digital-8) _VIDEO * AUDIO * WEB » TV * PRINT
PITTSBURG * LEAWOOD * KANSAS CITY

100 CD/DVD Duplicates $100

In 2020, prosecutors in
Atlanta brought murder
charges against white
police officer Garrett Rolfe
in the fatal shooting of
a Black man, Rayshard
Brooks, following a strug-
gle; a second officer, Devin
Brosnan, was charged
with aggravated assault
and violating his oath.
(Both officers are await-
ing trial.) Quaker Oats
announced that it would
retire the Aunt Jemima
brand, saying the com-
pany recognized that the
character’s origins were
“based on a racial stereo-
type.”

Ten years ago: Rodney
King, 47, whose 1991 vid-
eotaped beating by Los
Angeles police sparked
widespread outrage and
who struggled with addic-
tion and repeated arrests,
died in Rialto, California,
in an apparent accidental
drowning. Webb Simpson
won the U.S. Open, out-
lasting former U.S. Open
champions Jim Furyk and
Graeme McDowell.

See HISTORY, Page 7A
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8MM Hi8 ¢ VHS ¢ VHS-C
MiniDV ¢ Digital 8 and more

SOMETHING
DIFFERENT..-

Photos Scanning as Low as 15¢ 300 dpi $40 Min.
TV Commercials in Pittsburg Start at $2 |
Marketing Videos start at $75

Chicago Merchantile Exchange

CATTLE

40,000 Ibs.; cents per Ib.

Jun
Aug
Oct
Dec
Feb
Apr
Jun
Aug
Oct

Open

137.97
136.80
142.20
147.57
1561.52
154.50
149.90
149.42
152.80

Est. sales 39,718.Wed.'s
Wed.'s open int 277,649,

FEEDER CATTLE

50,000 Ibs.; cents per lb.

Aug
Sep
Oct
Nov
Jan
Mar
Apr
May

172.67
174.65
176.20
177.95
177.92
178.67
181.92
183.50

Est. sales 8,760.Wed.'s sales 9,093
Wed.'s open int 43,802

HOGS,LEAN
40,000 Ibs.; cents per Ib.

Jul
Aug
Oct
Dec
Feb
Apr
May

107.57

103.50
91.00
85.22
89.50
93.00
97.00

High Low
138.10 137.25
137.05 135.82
142.57 141.60
147.95 147.05
151.95 151.02
154.90 153.85
149.95 149.05
149.60 149.05
153.07 152.50

sales 58,977

up 4,102

173.05 170.55
174,90 172.85
176.42 174.70
178.00 176.25
178.02 176.25
178.82 177.80
181.92 180.40
183.50 182.00
109.92 107.47
106.62 103.50

93.27 90.97
86.75 85.05
90.75 89.50
93.87 92.97
97.00 97.00

Est. sales 32,566.Wed.'s sales 40,604

Wed.'s open int 193,866,

PORK BELLIES
40,000 lbs.; cents per Ib.

No open contracts..

WHEAT

5,000 bu minimum; cents per bushel

Jul

Sep
Dec
Mar
May
Jul

Sep
Dec

Open

1050%4
106372
1076
10872
1093V4
1071
10622
105672

up 597

High

1084%
109672
11094
1117
11191
10974
1080V4
1074

Low

1047
1060
10742
1084%,
1086%
1066'%
1056
1049

Est. sales 90,451.Wed.'s sales 79,488
Wed.'s open int 332,683

CORN

5,000 bu minimum; cents per bushel

Jul

Sep
Dec
Mar
May
Jul

Sep
Dec
Mar

774
729
721
725%
727
7244
670
647
656

792
T47Ya
741
745
7464

741
6824
657"

663

773
728%
7202
725%

727

724

670

647

656

Est. sales 278,332.Wed.'s sales 251,859

Wed.'s open int 1,523,919,up 2,354

OATS

5,000 bu minimum; cents per bushel

Jul

Sep
Dec
Mar
May
Jul

Sep
Dec
Mar
May

663
624
618Va
616
611%
610%
5652
5655
557%
555

663
624%
619"

616

Est. sales 155.Wed.'s sales 364
Wed.'s open int 3,128,

SOYBEANS

5,000 bu minimum; cents per bushel

Jul
Aug
Sep
Nov
Jan
Mar
May
Jul
Aug

1696%
16174
1549V,
1627
1531
1517
1515
1514v4
1499

up 11

17152
1635
156872
1549
1652%
1539V4
1634
1529
+16%2

6554

6214

614%

614

Ya
Ya
1a
Ya
Ya
Va

1690
1609V4
15432
1520
15624
1513
1509
1505Va

Est. sales 136,797.Wed.'s sales 202,403
Wed.'s open int 748,861

SOYBEAN OIL

60,000 Ibs; cents per Ib

Jul
Aug
Sep
Oct
Dec
Jan
Mar
May

77.72
75.96
75.01
74.40
74.19
73.96
73.41
72.04

78.20
76.42
75.47
74.86
74.69
74.00
73.42
72.04

75.74
74.16
73.25
72.62
72.33
71.95
71.22
70.50

Est. sales 103,719.Wed.'s sales 111,772
Wed.'s open int 385,780

SOYBEAN MEAL
100 tons; dollars per ton

Jul
Aug
Sep
Oct
Dec
Jan
Mar
May

418.00
405.30
396.60
390.90
391.90
392.30
388.90
386.50

431.90
417.60
408.00
401.80
403.80
402.90
398.80
396.60

418.00
405.10
394.70
387.90
390.00
389.60
386.60
385.90

Est. sales 109,661.Wed.'s sales 123,471
Wed.'s open int 391,433,

up 6,508

Settle

137.75
136.30
142.07
147.67
151.62
154.52
149.60
149.45
153.07

171.30
173.22
174.97
176.47
176.67
178.25
180.57
182.00

109.57
106.02
93.07
86.67
90.67
93.82
97.00

Chicago Board of Trade

Settle

1078Y%
109072
1103
1111%
1114
109214
1078Y-
1070%

7884
741%,
735
739"
740
735
677
652%
658"

6584
623"
619"
615"

1709
1630%
1563
15434
1546%
1563472
1529
15624%,

76.34
74.68
73.79
73.18
72.94
72.64
71.96
71.29

429.70
415.80
405.90
399.30
401.40
400.50
397.10
395.40

Chg

+.20
—.50
—15
+.07

—15
—.22
—.20
—.60

—1.97
—1.88
—1.83
—1.68
—1.25
—1.75
—1.43
—1.50

+1.30
+1.70
+1.37
+1.00
+57
+.45
+.33

Chg.

+28V4
+27
+24>
+23"2
+22%
+21
+20
+19V4

1474
+12%
+14
+13%%
1215
11
+6Y2
+5
+4vs

—3%

+15%
+17
+17

+19%
+19
+18

+172
+17

—1.33
—1.16
—1.11
—1.11
—1.13
—1.04
—96
—.89

+12.20
+11.30
+10.70
+10.00
+9.90
+9.80
+9.50
+9.10

Producers Cooperative Association

Bushel

SOft WhEAL.....cuiiiieiee s

Soybean...........
YeIIow shell corn..

Bushel

Hard Wheat . ..o

Soft wheat.....

Soybean......ccoeu..

Yellow shell corn.

McCune Farmers Union Coop Association

Bushel

Hard wheat...

Soft wheat.

Soybean...........
YeIIow shell corn..
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Five years ago: The jury
in Bill Cosby’s sexual as-
sault case declared itself
hopelessly deadlocked,
resulting in a mistrial for
the 79-year-old TV star
charged with drugging
and groping a woman
more than a decade ear-
lier; prosecutors imme-
diately announced they

would pursue a second
trial. (That trial resulted
in Cosby’s conviction, but
Pennsylvania’s  highest
court later overturned it.)
The Navy destroyer USS
Fitzgerald was damaged
in a collision with a Phil-
ippine-flagged container
ship off Japan that killed
seven sailors.

One year ago: The
Supreme Court, in a 7-2
ruling, left intact the

entire Affordable Care
Act, rejecting the latest

major Republican-led
effort to kill the national
health care law known as
“Obamacare.” President
Joe Biden signed legisla-
tion establishing a new
federal holiday commem-
orating the end of slavery;
Juneteenth, or June 19,
would be the 12th federal
holiday. A St. Louis couple
who pointed guns at social
justice demonstrators in
front of their home in 2020
pleaded guilty to misde-
meanor charges; Mark and

Patricia McCloskey were
fined and agreed to forfeit
the weapons they carried
when they confronted sev-
eral hundred protesters.
Zambia’s first president
Kenneth Kaunda, died at
97; he was a leader of the
campaign that ended Brit-
ish colonial rule.

Today’s Birthdays:
Actor Peter Lupus is
90. Movie director Ken
Loach is 86. Singer Barry
Manilow is 79. Former
House Speaker Newt Gin-

grich is 79. Comedian Joe
Piscopo is 71. Actor Mark
Linn-Baker is 68. Actor
Jon Gries (gryz) is 65.
Rock singer Jello Biafra is
64. Movie producer-direc-
tor-writer Bobby Farrelly
is 64. Actor Thomas Haden
Church is 62. Actor Greg
Kinnear is 59. Actor Kami

Rubio is 51. Tennis player
Venus Williams is 42. Ac-
tor Arthur Darvill is 40.
Actor Jodie Whittaker is
40. Actor Manish Dayal is
39. Country singer Mick-
ey Guyton is 39. Actor
Marie Avgeropoulos is 36.
Rapper Kendrick Lamar
is 35. NHL forward Nikita

Kucherov is 29. Actor KJ
Apa is 25.

Cotler is 57. Olympic gold
medal speed skater Dan
Jansen is 57. Actor Jason
Patric is 56. Actor-co-
median Will Forte is 52.
Latin pop singer Paulina

Western Kansas mom, 4-year-old daughter found dead

SPEARVILLE, Kan.
(AP) — A western Kansas
woman and her 4-year-
old daughter were found
dead on Thursday, and the
woman’s boyfriend is in
custody, the Kansas Bu-
reau of Investigation said.

call 620-231-2600

Classifieds

Maximum Exposure, Maximum Value, Maximum Results.

ARLH
GREGATES

Whitaker Aggregates is looking for dependable, safety conscious
employees and has immediate full-time openings to fill.

$20 PER HOUR

Employees are eligible for health and dental insurance,
retirement contributions, and paid vacation and holidays.

LOCAL ROUTE

TRUCK DRIVERS

Call or text 620-496-6098 or 620-664-7449
and apply online at www.whitagg.com

CLASS A CDL :

Ford County Sheriff’s
deputies responded to
a home in Spearville
Wednesday afternoon,
where a man reported
his girlfriend, 31-year-
old Kayla Vasquez, and
her 4-year-old daughter,

Aalilyah Vasquez,
missing.

Deputies and officers
with the Spearville police
department noticed ev-
idence that a crime had
been committed inside
the home and detained the

were

boyfriend for questioning,
the KBI said.

Kayla Vasquez’s body
was found in rural Ford
County about 4:15 a.m.
Thursday. Her daughter’s
body was found about 90
minutes later in Kinsley,

about 20 miles northeast on possible capital murder

of Spearville in Edwards charges.
County. Further details were not
Autopsies will be con- released.

ducted to determine the
cause of death.

The boyfriend was ar-
rested Thursday morning

"CLASSIFIED RATES

Over 30 Words 10¢ per extra word.

o Two Times Up to 30 Words $9.50.
Over 30 Words 20¢ per extra word.

« Three Times, Up to 30 Words $11.50.

www.morningsun.net

Over 30 Words 20¢ per extra word.

Hometown Village
116 West Alfred, Mulberry, KS
1 Bedroom Apartments
Now Available for Rent
On-site Laundry
Appliances Furnished
Rent Based on Income

All Utilities Paid !

Seniors 62 and older or disabled households regardless of age

Call: 620-764-3773
Relay 711 &8

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer™

For Sale
2002 Windstar
Excellent condition - 151,000
miles - $4,000
Call: 417-214-1657

House for Rent
705 Race St.
Arcadia KS, 66711
3 Bedroom
New carpets
Central heating and air
Rent
Deposit
References
$500
Contact (620) 232-4718 or
(620) 638-4703

Help Wanted
The City of Frontenac has
an opening for a part-time
police dispatcher. Hourly
wage range is $13.00-$16.25
DOQ. Must be 18 years
old to apply. Applicants
must have excellent
communication skills,
possess a High School
Diploma or equivalent, a
valid driver’s license, and
be able to pass a criminal
background check. Visit
www.indeed.com to
apply. Applications will be
accepted until the position
is filled. EOE

Help Wanted
GENERAL MAINTENANCE
AND JANITORIAL FOR
LOCAL ANIMAL SHELTER IN
OSWEGO
MUST BE OK AROUND CATS
620-704-5714

Harvesters for Hire
Looking for wheat to
harvest. John Deere
Combines. Very
experienced crew.
Contact Peter at: 320-221-
3789

KITTENS!
RAISED IN FAMILY HOME;
WELL SOCIALIZED; WOULD
PREFER INDOOR-ONLY
HOME.
FIRST ROUND OF SHOTS;
DEWORMED; FLEA
CONTROL; SPAYED/
NEUTERED.
620-704-5714

Brush Hogging
Kody’s Brush Hogging
Rock driveways, free
estimates, $100 minimum
(620) 249 - 6563

Tree and Lawn Service
United Tree Service
Tree and lawn spraying,
tree trimming, Bush and
hedge trimming, lawn and
tree fertilizing, and gutter
cleaning.
Licensed, insured, and
bonded.
Call Kent: 417-499-9929

Lawn Care
Affordable rates
Contact Don at 620-687-3089

For Sale
Place your 25-word
classitied in the Kansas
Press Association and
135 more newspapers
for only $300/ week. Find
employees, sell your home
or your car. Call the Kansas
Press Association @ 785-
271-5304 today!

Help Wanted/Truck
Driver

Convoy Systems is hiring
Class A drivers to run
from Kansas City to the
west coast. Home Weekly!
Great Benefits! www.
convoysystems.com Call
Tina ext. 301 or Lori ext. 303

HOW TO PLACE AN AD:
CALL: 620-231-2600

L 1 AT

email: classified@morningsun.net
Mail: The Morning Sun, Atin: Classified Dept.
701 N. Locust, P.O. Drawer H, Pittsburg, KS 66762

WE WANT YOU!

WE'RE HIRING!!

OFFERING FULL TIME NURSES UPTO
$15,000.00 IN SIGN ON BONUSES!

Available Full Time, Part Time & PRN Positions for:
Registered Nurses & Certified Nurses Aids

Hiring in all Departments!
Critical Need - ICU, NIGHT SHIFT

Contact: Greg Sullivan, HR Director - 620.724.5142

_ 15,002
$10,000  oNUS
SIET - Nurse®

APPLY ONLINE AT WWW.GIRARDMEDICALCENTER.COM

Friendship Village

Arma, Kansas

1 Bedroom Apartments

Available June 1st
*Especially for Seniors 62 and
older or disabled households
regardless of age

RENT BASED ON INCOME
On-site laundry & Community Room

For more information

Call: 620-347-4001

The Courtyard Apartments

910 E Washington Arma, KS
For Seniors 62 and older or disabled

households regardless of age

Rent based on income
1 bedroom apartments available June 1st
*Rental Assistance may be available*
Patios and Storage Sheds
On-site Laundry Facilities
Appliances Furnished

Relay #711 CALL: 620 347-4756
Relay#711
“This institution is an equal This is an Equal Opportunity provider and employer. @
opportunity provider and employer”
1-800-926-6869. Misc.
NEW AUTHORS WANTED!

Misc.
LONG DISTANCE MOVING:
Call today for a FREE QUOTE
from America’s Most
Trusted Interstate Movers.
Let us take the stress out
of moving! Speak to a
Relocation Specialist, call
888-788-0471

Misc.
Never Pay For Covered
Home Repairs Again!
Complete Care Home
Warranty COVERS ALL
MAJOR SYSTEMS AND
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2 FREE
Months! 844-237-1432

Misc.
UPDATE YOUR HOME
with Beautiful New
Blinds & Shades. FREE
in-home estimates make
it convenient to shop
from home. Professional
installation. Top quality
- Made in the USA. Call
for free consultation: 844-
740-0117. Ask about our
specials!

Misc.
DONATE YOUR CAR
TO CHARITY. Receive
maximum value of write
off for your taxes. Running
or not! All conditions
accepted. Free pickup. Call
for details. 844-268-9386

Misc.
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.
EASY, ONE DAY updates!
We specialize in safe
bathing. Grab bars, no slip
flooring & seated showers.
Call for a free in-home
consultation: 855-382-1221

Misc.
Medical Billing & Coding
Training. New Students
Only. Call & Press 1. 100%
online courses. Financial
Aid Available for those who
qualify. Call 888-918-9985

Page Publishing will help
you seIf-Euinsh your

own book. FREE author
submission kit! Limited
offer! Why wait? Call now:
855-939-2090

Misc.
DirecTV Satellite TV Service
Starting at $74.99/month!
Free Installation! 160+
channels available. Call
Now to Get the Most Sports
& Entertainment on TV!
888-721-1550

Misc.
Never clean your gutters
again! Affordable,
professionally installed
gutter guards protect your
gutters and home from
debris and leaves forever!
For a FREE Quote call: 844-
607-1363

Misc.
TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch,
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie State,
D'Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos.
855-454-6658

Misc.
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR
MEN'S SPORT WATCHES!
Rolex, Breitling, Omega,
Patek Philippe, Heuer,
Daytona, GMT, Submariner
and Speedmaster. Call 844-
575-0691

« Four Times, Up to 30 Words $13.50.
Over 30 Words 40¢ per extra word.

« Five Times, Up to 30 Words $15.50.
Over 30 Words 50¢ per extra word.

« One Month, Up to 30 Words $20.00.
Over 30 Words $1 per extra word.

LEGALS

(First Published in The Pittsburg Morning Sun on
June 10th 2022)
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF CRAWFORD COUNTY,
KANSAS

In the Matter of the Estate of

Case No. CRP 2022 PR 64

Samuel Hubbard, Deceased}

(Petition Pursuant to K.S.A. Chapter 59)

NOTICE OF HEARING AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL PERSONS
CONCERNED:

You are notified that on June 3rd, 2022, a petition was
filed in this Court by Caleb Stultz, executor named in the
“Last Will and Testament of Samuel Hubbard,” deceased,
dated December 9th, 2021, requesting the will filed with the
petition be admitted to probate and record; petitioner be
appointed as Executor, without bond; Petitioner be granted
Letters Testamentary.

You are required to file your written defenses to the petition
on or before July 6th, 2022, at 9:00 a.m. in the Crawford
County, Kansas District Court, in Pittsburg, Kansas, at
which time and place the cause will be heard. Should you
fail to file your written defenses, judgment and decree will
be entered in due course upon the petition.

All creditors are notified to exhibit their demands against
the Estate within the latter of (4) four months from the
date of first publication of notice under K.S.A. 59-2236
and amendments thereto, or if the identity of the creditor
is known or reasonably ascertainable, 30 days after actual
notice was given as provided by law, and if their demands
are not thus exhibited, they shall be forever barred.

William Wachter, Attorney for Petitioner
/s/William Wachter

William Wachter # 11863

WILBERT AND TOWNER, P.A.

506 North Pine

Pittsburg, Kansas 66762

(620) 231-5620

(620) 231-5819 fax
bwachter@wntlaw.com

Attorney for Petitioner

(Summary of the Ordinance Published in The Morning Sun
on June 17th, 2022)

Ordinance No. G-1338 Summary

On June 14th, 2022, the City of Pittsburg, Kansas, adopted
Ordinance No. G-1338, amending Sections 6-190 through
6-195 and Section 6-197 of the Pittsburg City Code to
authorize the possession and consumption of Cereal
Malt Beverage within the Common Consumption Area
boundaries.

The complete text of the ordinance may be obtained or
viewed free of charge at the office of the City Clerk, City
Hall, 201 West 4th Street, or online at www.pittks.org.

This summary certified by Henry Menghini, City Attorney.

and from the US. Serving
United, Delta, American &
Southwest and many more
airlines. Call for free quote
now! Have travel dates
ready! 833-381-1348

Misc.
DISCOUNT AIR TRAVEL.
Call Flight Services for
best pricing on domestic &
international flights inside

r.- - _—— - - —_ - — — — — — /"7
In County |:| 3 Months |:| 6 Months 1 Year m
$41m $80.33 $158.07 - C |
Name: o T
| Address: Q_ ‘n” |
| City: State-Zip: N Q :. |
| Mail to: |
Morning Sun, P.O. Drawer H, Pittsburg, KS 66762 CLIP AND MAIL fD
L *Rates do not include Sales Tax M|
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Ensemble Iberica

Amado Espinoza plays the charango while Pedro Calderon plays the guitar during the Festival of the Arts: Ensem-
ble Iberica at the Bicknell Family Center for the Arts on Wednesday, June 15. SETH POTTER / THE MORNING SUN

The Andean Quartet performs for Pittsburg communi-
ty members during the Festival of the Arts: Ensemble
Iberica at the Bicknell Family Center for the Arts on
Wednesday. For this concert the attendees were seated
on stage. SETH POTTER / THE MORNING SUN

Amado Espinoza plays a traditional flute during the
Festival of the Arts: Ensemble Iberica at the Bicknell
Family Center for the Arts on Wednesday. The Andean
Quartet played a few songs that originated in indige-
nous rituals. SETH POTTER / THE MORNING SUN

Robert Castillo plays a drum during the Festival of the
Arts: Ensemble Iberica at the Bicknell Family Center for
the Arts on Wednesday, June 15. The Andean Quartet
showcased the musical traditions of the Andes Moun-
tains. SETH POTTER / THE MORNING SUN

Pittsburg community members watch and listen as
Brendan Culp plays a traditional Andean instrument
called a palo de lluvia (rain stick) during the Festival of
the Arts: Ensemble Iberica at the Bicknell Family Cen-
ter for the Arts on Wednesday. SETH POTTER / THE MORNING SUN

CARE

Continued from Page 1A

According to Child
Care Aware of Kansas, as
of June, 2022, Crawford
County had a total popu-
lation of 38,874 residents
with 2,813 being under the
age of six. More than half
of those children, 1,916,
had both parents in the
workforce. Countywide,
there are only 1,108 child
care slots available — only
58 percent of what is need-
ed. This is a shortfall of
808 slots.

4
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Medicalodges Pittsburg
2520 S Rouse

Though Crawford
County has lost open slots
for child care, it has not
suffered a net loss in child
care providers. In Janu-
ary of 2021, the Learning
Tree Institute at Green-
bush published a study on
child care in the county
and found that despite
no loss in the number of
child care providers, those
providers desired to have
fewer children enrolled
because of the pandemic.

The study also found
that cost is another issue
facing working parents.
The cost of full-time in-
fant care ranged from $102

JOB
FAIR

CNA'S, LPN, RN'S

Drive Through Our Parking Lot For A
Free Meal And A Brief Discussion
About Medicalodges Opportunities!

e
{fmﬁ!ﬁl

We have opportunities at multiple locations!

See you at Medicalodges Pittsburg
2520 S Rouse from 11am-6pm on June 20, 2022!!

Kay Quick APRN

to $133 per week and $96 to
$122 per week for toddlers,
depending on the facility.
This is lower than the state
average, but Crawford is
one of the poorer counties
in the state with a median
income of $41,000 per year,
making child care costs
high for the area. The De-
partment of Children and
Families (DCF) does offer
subsidies, but does not pay
at market rates.

According to the Green-
bush study, only one per-
cent of the employers in
Crawford County provide
child care services for
their employees while five
percent offer subsidies to
their employees and six
percent offer some assis-
tance in finding child care.
57 percent of employers
say they are open to some
sort of partnership to
provide child care to em-
ployees.

Another survey, con-
ducted for the Imagine
Pittsburg 2030 campaign
in 2012, showed 81 percent
of local employees were
frustrated with the lack
of adequate child care
for infants and toddlers.
If Crawford County and
Pittsburg continue to grow
and promote investment
in housing and business,
the need for child care will
only continue to grow.

“Dependable, high-qual-
ity early care and educa-
tion is a basic requirement
that all working families
need,” said Kelly Davydov,
executive director of Child
Care Aware of Kansas.

The issue has not been
ignored in Crawford Coun-
ty, but it has been difficult
to build momentum. For
the past year, county and

city officials and business
leaders have attempted to
tackle the issue, but come
up short, often because
of competition for limited
funding.

In October of last year,
Dr. Jackie Youtsos, owner
of ReNu Medical and Spa
in Pittsburg, came to the
county commissioners
with a plan to build a
122-child facility. Accord-
ing to Youstos, several
organizations expressed
interest in supporting the
project, including several
local businesses. She said
she already had a floor
plan and that she and her
husband owned the land
already, allowing for po-
tential expansion.

Youstos asked the com-
mission for $3.3 million to
cover the cost of construc-
tion and start-up, but the
commissioners were not
ready to commit to the
project at that time.

With more than a dozen
child care providers al-
ready established in Pitts-
burg and Frontenac alone,
competition for funding
from federal grants or
private donations is tight.
The Family Resource
Center, a major childcare
provider in Pittsburg,
has also been discussing
expansion plans in recent
months. And in April of
this year, a kindergarten
teacher and a PSU profes-
sor approached the Fron-
tenac City Council about
building a child care facili-
ty in Frontenac to provide
an additional 96 spaces
and create 40 new jobs.
The council agreed to let
them work with the city
to write a grant proposal
and provide any support

needed to do so.

The Pittsburg Area
Chamber of Commerce is
also heavily involved in
this issue, saying it will
work to “expand child
care options in Pittsburg.”
Chamber President Blake
Benson has been actively
working with the orga-
nizations and businesses
already involved.

“This is extremely
important to all of us, as
child care is crucial to
growing our community,”
said Benson. “This issue
was initially identified
during an Imagine Pitts-
burg 2030 visioning dis-
cussion with the Pittsburg
Area Young Professionals,
and by including it in the
Imagine Pittsburg plan,
we ensured that it became
a community priority and
not just one for those with
small children, as it truly
affects all of us.”

Benson said they began
by working with existing
providers to understand
the issue and why the solu-
tion isn’t as easy as simply
expanding an existing
provider. The challenge
is that, particularly with
infants, regulations heav-
ily restrict the number
of children per employee.
At only three -children
per employee, providers
actually lose money on
newborns, so there’s not
an incentive to expand
capacity.

“Many providers offset
those losses with the older
children, where they're
able to have more children
per employee, which is
why some providers start
with three-year-olds,”
Benson said. “But that
doesn’t address the need

Most Insurances Accepted including Medicare

for more infant capacity.”

The Chamber has
opened conversations
with employers that see
this as a workforce devel-
opment issue, especially
with Pittsburg’s unem-
ployment rate at an all-
time low. “Many employ-
ers want to be a part of the
solution for their employ-
ees, but understandably
don’t really want to be in
the child care business
themselves,” said Benson.

Currently, the Chamber
is working to see how
businesses and commu-
nities can partner with
providers to make it more
feasible for providers to
expand their capacity. Ac-
cording to Benson, there
are several different mod-
els and they’re all on the
table, but it will likely take
multiple funding sources
for any of them to work,
so it’s taken some time to
work through such a com-
plex issue.

“Iamencouraged at how
many are now involved
in the discussion,” said
Benson. “It demonstrates
that this is truly is a com-
munity-wide economic
development issue that
affects us all.

Some federal funds have
made their way into Craw-
ford County in the form of
the American Rescue Plan
Act (ARPA). In November
of 2021, Crawford County
received $7.5 million in
ARPA funds, some of
which has already been
earmarked to provide
child care services across
the county, but how it will
specifically be spent has
not been decided.

< -Menopausal Care

b -General Medicine

-General Surgery

-Annual Well-Woman Exams
-Contraception, IUD, Nexplanon, Pills

Hours:
Monday thru Thursday
9-5
Evening Appointments
Available
MINIMALLY |N\'A\l\-’|_.$:.. BARIATRIC SURGERY, LLC
GASTROINTESTINAL & ENDOSCOPIC

Over 40 Years of Experience Caring for Our Community

TAKA KIDO, MD

2711 S Rouse St, Pittsburg, KS 66762

620-232-9000
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PSU hosts second week of girls basketball team camp

By Dashuan Vereen
Morning Sun Staff

Pittsburg State opened
its second week of girls
team camp on Wednesday,
with more than 80 teams
descending to Pittsburg
and Frontenac for sum-

mer basketball games
during the three-day
camp.

Multiple area schools
were among the teams
competing in  varsity
scrimmages that took
place at Pittsburg State’s
John Lance Arena, Pitt
State’s Student Recreation
Center, Pittsburg Middle
School, Pittsburg High
School, Frontenac High
School and St. Mary’s Col-
gan High School.

“Having this time to
work together is huge,”
said Pittsburg coach Chris
Popp. “Everybody’s new.
We got six girls playing
today who haven't even
taken a high school class
yet. We have a whole new
group, a new coach and
new everything. So, tak-
ing the time to get to know

each other and to be able
to start letting them know
how we want to play as a
team has been great.”

Entering his first year
as head coach, the team
camp presents Popp an
early opportunity to get to
know his new team.

“I'm excited about this
group,” said Popp. “I don’t
know where we’re going
to end up as far as the
SEK and the state, but it’s
a great group of young
ladies and I've really en-
joyed them to this point.
They’ve bought in, and I
think they’re pretty excit-
ed to be playing together.”

Pittsburg played Fronte-
nac in one of three games
it played on Wednesday.

“What (Pittsburg State)
coach (Amanda) Davied
does here is awesome,”
said Popp. “It gives a lot
of teams opportunities to
play, and you really only
have a limited number
of opportunities to play
during the summer. There
isn’t a lot of pickup bas-
ketball going on. It’s great
for the state and the re-

Pittsburg’s Jacqueline Hall rises for a mid-range jump-
er during Pittsburg State’s girls basketball camp on
Wednesday. DASHUAN VEREEN / MORNING SUN STAFF

gion. Coach Davied does a
great job. That’s why peo-
ple keep coming back and
it keeps growing.”

The camp also provides

Pitt State an opportunity
to get a close-up look at
top high school athletes,
and the Gorillas have end-
ed up signing multiple

campers following their
prep careers.

Frontenac head coach
Scott Fields also spoke
highly of the team camp
and the opportunity to
compete in a camp close to
home.

“It’s so nice to wake up
and sleep in your own
bed,” said Fields. “We
don’t get this in our area
very much. This kind of
summer basketball is usu-
ally in the bigger cities.
You walk out, and there’s
a softball tournament on
every field. But there’s
not a lot of extra basket-
ball around. So, this is a
great opportunity in the
summer to not have to
travel very far and get a
lot of games with a lot of
good basketball and good
teams.

“And it’s a quick turn-
around,” added Fields.
“You don’t have two or
three days to think about
what went wrong. You
think 30 minutes and
you’re playing again. It’s
a great learning experi-
ence.”

The Purple Dragons
captured a close victory in
their scrimmage against
the Raiders, but for the
teams competing in the
camp the chance to come
together over the sum-
mer and play basketball is
more important than the
final results.

“I feel like the summer
time for us is a chance
to play a little more open
basketball,” said Fields.
“We really want to work
on spacing the floor offen-
sively and talking, hus-
tling and rebounding on
defense.

“So, it’s less about de-
tails and set plays and
there’s a lot of stuff we
save for the season. We
just focus on playing bas-
ketball and on the next
best basketball play. “If
someone dribbles at me,
where do I go? If some-
one comes up and sets a
screen, what do I do?’ It’s
a chance to just play bas-
ketball, and hopefully get
a little better and enjoy it
as well.”

Kansas City selected as World Cup 2026 host city

From staff, AP reports
sports@morningsun.net

Kansas City received
the call on Thursday af-
ternoon as it was official-
ly named a FIFA World
Cup 2026 host city.

FIFA announced the
16 bids selected from the
United States, Mexico and
Canada to host match-
es. It’s the first time the
World Cup has had three
co-hosts.

Other U.S. cities select-
ed are Atlanta, Boston,
Dallas, Houston, Los An-
geles, Miami, New York/
New Jersey, Philadel-
phia, San Francisco and
Seattle.

Mexico will have games
in Guadalajara, Mexico
City and Monterrey, and
Canada will have games
in Toronto and Vancou-
ver.

“The success of Kansas
City’s bid is a testament
to the accomplishments
we can achieve when we
work together,” Sporting
Kansas City Principal
Owner CIliff Illig said in
a release. “Today’s an-
nouncement is the cele-
bration of a shared vision
that will culminate with
the largest event in Kan-
sas City history.

“The World Cup will
bring unprecedented
tourism and economic

Fans celebrate at KC Live! in the Power and Light District on Thursday in Kansas
City, Mo., after it was announced that Kansas City was chosen as a host city the
2026 FIFA World Cup soccer tournament. (LUKE JOHNSON/THE KANSAS CITY STAR VIA AP)

activity to our commu-
nity and will provide an
opportunity to showcase
our city on a global stage.
We are excited for Kansas
City to proudly welcome
the world for the 2026
FIFA World Cup.”

“Our team effort to
bring the 2026 World Cup
to Kansas City has culmi-
nated in today’s success
as we prepare to be one
of few American cities
selected to host the larg-
est sporting event in the
world,” said Mayor Quin-
ton Lucas. “The World
Cup will bring jobs to our

residents, will generate
hundreds of millions of
dollars for our region,
and will illustrate on a
global stage what we've
known for some time:
Kansas City is the soccer
capital of America.Ican’t
wait to welcome the world
to Kansas City.”

“To be named a host
city for not only the big-
gest single sport event
in history, but as part of
the most competitive se-
lection process FIFA has
ever facilitated is an in-
credible accomplishment
for our city, our bid com-

mittee and everyone in-
volved,” said Kathy Nel-
son, President and CEO
of the Kansas City Sports
Commission and Visit
KC. “This is an important
milestone in our work to
make Kansas City an in-
ternational destination
for sports tourism and I
could not be more proud.”

Kansas City’s World
Cup games will be played
at Arrowhead Stadium. It
was not announced how
many games would be
played there, but some
reports said it could be as
many as five.

5 PSU athletes
entered in World
Championships

By Jim Henry
Sports Editor

Five Pittsburg State
track and field athletes
will compete in the USA
Outdoor Track and Field
Championships next week
in Eugene, Ore.

Two meets -- the USA
U20 Championships and
the USA Championships
-- will be held concurrent-
ly at the University of
Oregon’s Hayward Field.
The U20 meet is scheduled
June 23-25, and the open
championships are June
23-26.

“This is the first time
they are having them at
the same time,” Pittsburg
State coach Kyle Rutledge
said. “They are mixing
in the U20 on Thursday.
Friday and Saturday and
work in the open meet in
the evening and on Satur-
day and Sunday.”

The Gorillas will have
two men in the open cham-
pionships -- Louis Rollins
in the 110-meter hurdles
and L.J. Kiner in the triple
jump.

Rollins won the NCAA
Division IT outdoor nation-

al championship in the 110
hurdles, and Kiner took
second in the triple jump
after winning the national
title indoors.

There are three Gorillas
in the U20 Championships
-- Blakelee Winn in the
heptathlon, T.J. Caldwell
in the 110 hurdles and Kyla
Davis in the pole vault.

Winn and Caldwell
placed third in their re-
spective events at the D2
outdoor championships.
Davis qualified for the out-
door nationals but did not
place, but she won the pole
vault in the indoor cham-
pionships.

“This is a great experi-
ence for the under-20 kids
to be around all the top
athletes, watch them and
compete right there with
them,” Rutledge said. “I'm
so glad they wanted to go.
Sometimes they are so
tired after the season, they
don’t want to do it.

“Blakelee and T.J. have
a really good shot at mak-
ing the USA World Team.
Louis will have to run
well, but he could be in the
mix, too. It might be a real-
ly fun weekend for us.”

Post 64, Midwest
Mustangs clash in
tourney opener

Staff Reports

sports@morningsun.net

Pittsburg American Le-
gion Post 64 and the Mid-
west Mustangs square off
in the opening game of an
18-under baseball tourna-
ment hosted by Pittsburg
State this weekend.

The eight-team event
runs Friday through Sun-
day, and all games will be
played at PSU’s Al Ortola-
ni Field.

Post 64 and the Mus-
tangs, a team comprised
of area players, clash in
the opener at 8 a.m. Fri-
day.

Both teams will play a
second game on Friday as
the Mustangs meet Oak
Grove at 10 and Post 64
faces Natural Joes at 2:30

p.m.
Games on Saturday pair
Post 64 vs. Oak Grove at 9
a.m. and the Mustangs vs.
Natural Jones at 11:15.

Teams in the other pool
are Edge Black 23, Mid-
west Scouts, Natural Rich
and Scrappers.

Games are scheduled
through 7 p.m. Friday and
8:15 p.m. Saturday.

Pool-play results will
determine the pairings for
Sunday’s finals. Fourth-
place pool finishers meet
in the seventh-place game
at 9 am., third-place
teams decide fifth place at
11:15, second-place teams
meet in the third-place
game at 1:30 p.m. and the
first-place teams clash in
the championship game at
3:45 p.m.

By Aaron Pyle
Morning Sun Staff

University graduate,

(MMA) debut.

The  28-year-old

bouts.

sport.

background and had

Conway,
alumnus,

After six months of
training, Zach Conway,
a 2021 Pittsburg State

ready to make his ama-
teur mixed martial arts

is
scheduled to make his
debut on Saturday at
Kansas Crossing Casino
in the Fight Hard MMA
event, which features 12
professional and amateur

It all started with the
help of a friend as Con-
way found his love for the

“Well, I had a wrestling

friend who trained in an
MMA gym in Joplin, and
he invited me to come
train one day with him,”
he said. “I just never left.”

a Columbus
started wres-

tling at the age of 5 and
continued the sport until
he was 18. He credited the
assistance of the Titans’

wrestling program

said.

sist takedown.”

on technique,”

tion of my exercises.”

helping him prepare for
is Saturday’s fight.
“It helped a lot,” he
“I wrestled from
when I was 5 years old
until I was 18, so 13 years.
It helps you to determine
how the fight is going be
if you have the ability to
take someone down or re-

He then outlined his
preparation for the debut.

“We’ll spend a couple
of days a week working
he said.
“With strength and condi-
tioning, alot of it’s on you.
a We do some conditioning
in practice. That’s one of
the big adjustments I've
had to make is increasing
the cardiovascular por-

Close to home, he ex-
pressed his excitement to

Zach Conway

make his debut in South-
east Kansas with several
familiar faces in atten-
dance.

“It’s fantastic for my
debut,” he said. “It’s nice
because a lot of people
that I know are coming
out to support me, which
being local that’s awe-
some, especially for the
debut fight. I'm surprised
by how many people are
going, but the support is
fantastic, so that makes it
a whole lot better.”

In the night’s first fight,
Conway is slated to face

Zach Conway prepares for MMA debut

Sean Taborsky, a former
Barton Community Col-
lege wrestler, in the wel-
terweight division.

Taborsky has claimed
several tournament vic-
tories in the last three
years, winning the Sub-
mission Challenge in
Wichita in 2019 with four
straight victories by sub-
mission. He also compet-
ed in the NJCAA wres-
tling championships in
2017.

“He has a wrestling
background and some
jiu-jitsu, so I'll have to
watch my ground game,”
Conway said. “... I would
say we are pretty well
matched as far as skill-
set. I'm not sure what his
striking looks like, but
I'm pretty confident in
mine.”

Tickets start at $35
and can be purchased
at  fighthardmma.com.
Doors open at 6 p.m., and
the fights begin at 7.
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BASEBALL
MLB STANDINGS

American League
East Division

L Pct GB
New York 46 16 742  _
Toronto 37 26 .587 9%
TampaBay 35 27 .565 11
Boston 34 30 .531 13

Baltimore 28 37 .431 19%
Central Division

L Pct GB
Minnesota 37 28 .569
Cleveland 32 27 542 2

Chicago 30 31 492 5
Detroit 24 38 .387 112
Kansas City 21 41 .339 14%
West Division

W L Pct GB
Houston 39 24 619 _
Texas 29 33 468 9%
Los Angeles 29 35 .453 102
Seattle 28 35 444 11
Oakland 22 43 338 18

Wednesday’s Games

Chicago White Sox 13, Detroit 0
Houston 9, Texas 2

Kansas City 3, San Francisco 2
Minnesota 5, Seattle 0

Toronto 7, Baltimore 6, 10 innings
N.Y. Yankees 4, Tampa Bay 3
Boston 10, Oakland 1
Cleveland 7, Colorado 5

L.A. Dodgers 4, L.A. Angels 1
Thursday’s Games

Oakland 4, Boston 3

Cleveland 4, Colorado 2
Baltimore 10, Toronto 2

Tampa Bay at N.Y. Yankees, 6:05
p.m.

Texas at Detroit, 6:10 p.m.

L.A. Angels at Seattle, 9:10 p.m.
Friday’s Games

Tampa Bay (Baz 0-1) at Balti-
more (Kremer 1-1), 5:05 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees (Montgomery 2-1)
at Toronto (Stripling 3-1), 6:07

p.m.
St. Louis (Wainwright 5-4) at
Boston (Wacha 4-1), 6:10 p.m.
Texas (Gray 1-3) at Detroit (Skub-
al 5-3), 6:10 p.m.

Chicago White Sox (Giolito 4-2)
at Houston (Valdez 6-3), 7:10

p.m.
Kansas City (Lynch 2-6) at Oak-
land (Montas 3-6), 8:40 p.m.
Minnesota (Smeltzer 3-0) at Ari-
zona (Bumgarner 2-6), 8:40 p.m.
Cleveland (Plesac 2-4) at L.A.
Dodgers (Kershaw 4-1),9:10 p.m.
L.A. Angels (Lorenzen 6-3) at
Seattle (Ray 5-6), 9:10 p.m.

National League
East Division

W L PctGB

New York 41 23 641  _

Atlanta 37 27 578 4

Philadelphia 32 31 .508 8%

Miami 28 33 .459 11%2

Washington 23 42 .354 18%
Central Division

L Pct GB

St. Louis 37 28 569  _

Milwaukee 35 29 .547 1%

Pittsburgh 25 37 .403 10%2
Chicago 23 40 365 13
Cincinnati 23 40 365 13
West Division

L Pct GB

w
San Diego 41 24 631 _
LosAngeles 39 23 .629 2
San Francisco 35 27 .565 4%
Arizona 30 35 462 11
Colorado 27 37 422 13%

THE MORNING SUN |

Wednesday’s Games
Philadelphia 3, Miami 1
Arizona 7, Cincinnati 4
Kansas City 3, San Francisco 2
Milwaukee 10, N.Y. Mets 2
Atlanta 8, Washington 2
Pittsburgh 6, St. Louis 4
Cleveland 7, Colorado 5

San Diego 19, Chicago Cubs 5
L.A. Dodgers 4, L.A. Angels 1
Thursday’s Games

San Diego 6, Chicago Cubs 4
Cleveland 4, Colorado 2
Philadelphia at Washington, 6:05

p.m.
Milwaukee at N.Y. Mets, 6:10 p.m.

Friday’s Games

Philadelphia (Sudrez 4-4) at
Washington (Adon 1-10), 12:05
p.m., 1st game

Atlanta (Morton 4-3) at Chicago
Cubs (Thompson 6-2), 1:20 p.m.
Milwaukee (Lauer 5-2) at Cincin-
nati (Greene 3-7), 5:40 p.m.
Philadelphia (Falter 0-2) at
Washington (Espino 0-1), 6:05
p.m., 2nd game

San Francisco (Rodén 5-4) at
Pittsburgh (Thompson 3-4), 6:05
p

.m.
Miami (TBD) at N.Y. Mets (Car-
rasco 7-2), 6:10 p.m.

St. Louis (Wainwright 5-4) at
Boston (Wacha 4-1), 6:10 p.m.
San Diego (Gore 4-2) at Colorado
(Freeland 2-5), 7:40 p.m.
Minnesota (Smeltzer 3-0) at Ari-
zona (Bumgarner 2-6), 8:40 p.m.
Cleveland (Plesac 2-4) at L.A.
Dodgers (Kershaw 4-1), 9:10 p.m.

COLLEGE SLATE

College World Series
At Omaha, Neb.

Friday’s Games
Game 1 -- Texas A&M (42-18) vs.
Oklahoma (42-22), 1 p.m.
Game 2 -- Texas (47-20) vs. Notre
Dame (40-15), 6 p.m.
Saturday’s Games
Game 3 -- Stanford (47-16) vs.
Arkansas (43-19), 1 p.m.
Game 4 -- Auburn (47-20) vs.
Mississippi (37-22), 6 p.m.
Sunday’s Games
Game 5 -- Game 1 loser vs. Game
2 loser, 1 p.m.
Game 6 -- Game 1 winner vs.
Game 2 winner, 6 p.m.
Monday’s Games
Game 7 -- Game 3 loser vs. Game
4 loser, 1 p.m.
Game 8 -- Game 3 winner vs.
Game 4 winner, 6 p.m.
Tuesday’s GameS
Game 9 -- Game 5 winner vs.
Game 6 loser, 1 p.m.
Game 10 -- Game 7 winner vs.
Game 8 loser, 6 p.m.
Wednesday’s Games
Game 11 -- Game 6 winner vs.
Game 9 winner, 1 p.m.
Game 12 -- Game 8 winner vs.
Game 10 winner, 6 p.m.
Thursday’s Games
If necessary games if Game 11
or Game 12 losers have only one
loss
June 25-27
Bracket 1 winner vs. Bracket 2
winner, best-of-3 series

MORNINGSUN.NET

Home run rate at dizzying pace
as College World Series opens

By ERIC OLSON
AP Sports Writer

OMAHA, Neb. (AP)
— If the College World
Series is like the first
two rounds of the NCAA
baseball tournament,
fans in the outfield seats
at Charles Schwab Field
are going to take home
lots of souvenir balls.

The 424 home runs hit
in regionals and super
regionals already are a
tournament record, and
at least 14 games remain
to be played in the CWS.

The eight-team event
opens Friday with No. 5
national seed Texas A&M
(42-18) playing Oklaho-
ma and No. 9 Texas (47-
20) meeting Notre Dame
(40-15). Saturday openers
match No. 2 Stanford (47-
16) against Arkansas (43-
19) and Mississippi (37-22)
against No. 14 Auburn
(42-20).

Omaha’s cavernous
ballpark hasn’t surren-
dered many homers since
it opened in 2011. There
were 28 in last year’s
CWS, the most since the
move from the old Rosen-

blatt Stadium.
Based on what’s hap-
pened across college

baseball through super
regionals, that number is
in jeopardy even though
the wind is forecast to
blow in most of the CWS.
Texas, Stanford and
Arkansas each enter the
CWS with at least 100
home runs and Mississip-
pi has 99. A total of 19 Di-
vision I teams hit at least
100 this season compared
with three last year.
Batting down specula-
tion the ball is juiced this
year, American Baseball
Coaches Association ex-
ecutive director Craig

A S

Oklahoma’s Peyton Graham hits a solo home run
against Virginia Tech in the first inning of an NCAA
college super regional baseball game on Sunday in
Blacksburg, Va. (AP PHOTO/SCOTT P. YATES)

Keilitz said specifications
haven’t changed since the
flat-seam ball was intro-
duced in 2015.

Coaches and officials
point to a confluence of
factors contributing to
the surge.

Players are older and
more developed at the
plate because the NCAA
offered an extra sea-
son of eligibility to ath-
letes whose 2020 seasons
were impacted by the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Also, fewer juniors have
left to play professionally
the last two years because
the Major League Base-
ball draft was reduced to
five rounds in 2020 and
now is at 20, half as many
as there were from 2012-
19.

“I guess the philosophy
on that is takes a little
bit more time for hitters
to mature,” Keilitz said.
“I think the swing plane
has been a big difference.
But the metrics are able

to break down the pitch-
ing weaknesses... If you
watch the games, home
runs hit off a guy throw-
ing 95 to 100 miles an
hour is absolutely amaz-
ing. But they’re on it, and
when they hit it, it seems
to go along ways.”

The first two rounds of
the tournament produced
some eye-popping homer
totals. Stanford hit eight
in the opener of its super
regional with Connecti-
cut — and lost. In region-
als, Arkansas had a sev-
en-homer game against
Oklahoma State and Au-
burn hit seven against
Southeastern Louisiana.

In Division I, home
runs per game per team
since the start of the sea-
son is 1.02, the highest
since the record 1.06 in
1998 and only the second
time the figure has been
1.0 or higher.

All those uppercut
swings Keilitz referenced
create more home runs

but also lead to more
strikeouts.

Division I strikeouts per
nine innings are at 8.48
per team, second-highest
ever behind last year’s
8.60. Pitching staffs for
Mississippi, Notre Dame,
Arkansas and Auburn
each have strikeout rates
of better than 10 per nine
innings.

“I think you have some
teams that are just,
‘We're going to strike out
a bunch and we’re go-
ing to hit home runs and
we’re not going to worry
about it,” just like a lot of
teams in the big leagues
do,” said Auburn hitting
coach Gabe Gross, whose
seven-year major-league
career ended in 2010.

Texas comes in with
a program-record 128
homers — 47 more than
the previous mark — and
has the national home
run leader in Ivan Melen-
dez, whose 32 homers are
most in Division I since
2003.

Melendez is among six
CWS playersin Omaha
with at least 20 homers.
Last year, there were
none.

Longhorns coach Da-
vid Pierce said his team’s
prodigious total surprises
him. He noted the school
record would have been
broken even if Melen-
dez’s homers were sub-
tracted.

Generally speaking,
Pierce said, his players’
goal is to hit line drives
up the middle or in the
gap.
“They don’t work every
day for pull-side home
runs,” he said. “Our goal
is to become good hitters
and then the home run
comes with it if you’ve
got your timing and got
some power.”

Manired says Rays, A’s need
new ballpark deals soon

By RONALD BLUM
AP Baseball Writer

NEW YORK (AP) —
Baseball Commissioner
Rob Manfred said the
Tampa Bay Rays and
Oakland Athletics need
to reach new ballpark
deals soon and left open
the possibility of consid-
ering relocation if agree-
ments are not struck.

“There is urgency
with respect to Tampa,”
Manfred said Thursday
during a news confer-
ence following an owners
meeting. “There needs
to be a resolution in the
Tampa Bay region for the
Rays.”

Tampa Bay’s lease at
Tropicana Field in St. Pe-
tersburg, Florida, where
the team has played
since its inaugural sea-
son in 1998, expires af-
ter the 2027 season. The
Rays said in January
that MLB had rejected
the team’s plan to split
its season between Flor-
ida and Montreal.

“Obviously, the end
of that lease is a hard
deadline, but you need
to take into account that
stadiums take a little bit
of time to build, right?”
Manfred said. “So we

are getting to the point
where wherever it is in
the region that has an in-
terest in having 162 base-
ball games, they need to
get to it, get with the club
— I know the Rays are
anxious to get something
done — and see if a deal
can be made.”

Asked whether he was

considering relocation,
Manfred responded:
“Right now, I'm focused
on Tampa,” putting em-
phasis on “right now”
and later adding he was
referring to the region,
not the specific side of
the bay. “I think a great
man once said, all good
things must end at some
point. And but right now
we're focused on Tam-
pa.”
The Athletics have
played at the Coliseum
since 1968 and their lease
expires after the 2024
season. The A’s have pro-
posed a new ballpark at
Howard Terminal and
are working with Oak-
land Mayor Libby Schaaf
to gain the necessary ap-
provals.

“There is really signifi-
cant activity in Oakland.
The political process has
moved along significant-
ly,” Manfred said. “I met
with Mayor Schaaf last

week. She has done a re-
ally good job at moving
the process forward in
Oakland. But as you all
know, California polit-
ical processes are their
own sort of animal.
There’s work to do on
the Oakland side. I think
the A’s prudently have
continued to pursue the
Las Vegas alternative.
We like Las Vegas as a
market. Again, it’s in the
same category as Tam-
pa. We need a solution in
both those markets and
the time has come for
that solution.”

Oakland has averaged
a major league-low of
8,283 fans this season
and the Rays are 25th at
13,740, also ahead of Mi-
ami, Cleveland and Pitts-
burgh.

On other topics:

—The new competition
committee will evaluate
a pitch clock and limits
on defensive shifts, and
Manfred hopes for a rec-
ommendation ahead of
spring training,

—MLB approved the
sale of a minority stake
in the Cleveland Guard-
ians to David Blitzer,
co-owner of the NBA’s
Philadelphia 76ers and
the NHL’'s New Jersey
Devils. Blitzer will have

Major League Baseball
Commissioner Rob Man-
fred speaks to reporters
following an owners’
meeting at MLB head-
quarters in New York on
Thursday. (AP PHOTO/SETH
WENIG)

the right to increase his
stake to a controlling in-
terest in several years.

—MLB hopes to in-
crease digital offerings
of games in an era of de-
clining cable viewers.

“We are concerned
about our reach,” Man-
fred said. “We think that
we have fans who want
to watch baseball, who
don’t feel that they have
an adequate opportunity
to do that.”

Infielder Nicky
Lopez, Royals go to
arbitration hearing

NEW YORK (AP) —
Kansas City infielder
Nicky Lopez went to sal-
ary arbitration with the
Royals on Thursday, ask-
ing for $2.9 million instead
of the team’s $2.55 million
offer.

Melinda Gordon, Scott
Buccheit and John Woods
heard the arguments and
are expected to issue a de-
cision on Friday.

Lopez had career bests
of a .300 average and 22
stolen bases in 23 chances
last season, when he had
two homers and 43 RBIs.
He made $597,500 and was
eligible for arbitration for
the first time.

The 27-year-old short-
stop and second baseman
is hitting .216 with five
RBIs and four steals this
year.

No statistics or evidence
from after March 1 are ad-
missible other than con-
tract and salary compar-
isons. The timing was set
when Major League Base-
ball and the players’ asso-
ciation agreed to the deal
that ended the lockout.

All-Star outfielder Jes-
se Winker and Seattle
avoided a hearing when
they agreed Thursday to
a $14.5 million, two-year

contract.

Clubs lead players 7-3.

Atlanta outfielder Adam
Duvall ($9,275,000), Braves
third baseman Austin Ri-
ley ($3.95 million), injured
Atlanta reliever Luke
Jackson ($3.6 million),
St. Louis outfielder Ty-
ler O’Neill ($3.4 million),
Miami right-hander Pab-
lo Lopez ($2.45 million),
Milwaukee right-hander
Adrian Houser ($2,425,000)
and Cincinnati pitcher Lu-
cas Sims ($1.2 million) lost
their cases.

Atlanta shortstop Dans-
by Swanson ($10 million),
Seattle second baseman/
outfielder Adam Frazier
($8 million) and Kansas
City outfielder Andrew
Benintendi ($8.5 million)
won.

Arbitration hearings
usually are held during
the first three weeks of
February but were de-
layed by the lockout.

Three players remain on
track for hearings, which
are scheduled through
June 24: New York Yan-
kees outfielder Aaron
Judge, Atlanta left-hander
Max Fried and Miami
catcher Jacob Stallings.
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ADAM

WITH A LITTLE LUCK,

WELL, CIRRUS, WE

DID IT. WE CREATED

AIRSHIRE'S FIRST
CHICKEN FARM.

OF CHICKEN FEED, YOU'LL
BE ABLE TO PROVIDE THE
WHOLE CITY WITH FOOD!
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A LOT OF HARD WORK, AND
AN UNBELIEVABLE AMOUNT

ARE YOU KIDDING?
IT'S A DREAM COME
TRUE, EVER SINCE T
HEARD ABOUT IT FIVE
MINUTES AGO!

I'M AN EGG
FARMER
NOW?

IS THAT
OKAY? I DON'T
EVEN KNOW
WHAT YOUR J0B
WAS BEFORE.

TEST: DAY TW

OKAY.NOW, BE
ANN(_)[‘\{‘ING.

SISTER- CANCELING READPHONE | (THIS IS STUPID! I'M
0 NoTANNOYING.

You ARE!
W

1 LANT
BELIEVE
YoU JERKS!
I'M GONNA...

WWW.goComICs.com

YOU HEAR

| REMAIN
BULISSFULLY
UN-SISTERED!
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ARLO AND JANIS

THAT’S THE GOOD THING
ABOUT MEAT! IT TASTES
GOOD YEAR-ROUND!

1 LOVE FRESH VEGGIES
THIS TIME OF YEAR!
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THE DISCUSSION OF FOOD

BIG NATE

YOURE WRITING
ABOUT JOHN ADAMS
AS RECAL

YOUR REPORT IS
DUE TOMORROW.
NO EXTENSIONS,
NO EXCEPTIONS.

Visit_bignate.com

JOHN ADAMS, OR.
JoHN QUINCY ADAMS? |

FRANK AND ERNEST

THE GRIZZWELLS

AN APPLE VoR
LUNCH
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BRO 7

IN ABie BEDIYobve GOT
A BIG BED NOW- causa
YOU'RE A BIG GIRL |

CRUNCH!
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ASTROGRAPH by Eugenia Last

THAT WAS
INTENTIONAL

YOU PUT SO MUCH
HOT SAUCE ON
THIS, T CAN'T
TASTE ANYTHING

Think matters through, and plan your year based on your needs. You’ll develop a
strategy that will help you get things done. Expand as you go instead of trying to do
everything at once. Take care of tedious details yourself so you don’t fall behind. If
you count on others or expect everything to fall into place, disappointment will fol-

low.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- Consider your
options and remind people to honor their
promises. Finish what you start. En-
hance your chance of victory by staying
on top of what’s possible. The world can
be your oyster.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) -- Do what
comes naturally. Align yourself with
people that intrigue you. You’ll figure out
how to utilize what you have to offer in
effective and diverse ways. You’ll make
headway by paying attention.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- Avoid letting any-
one draw you into something unsettling.
Don’t make a change for the wrong rea-
son, especially to please someone else.
Patience will pay off, as will speaking
from the heart.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- Look inward,
assess your situation and the changes
you want to make, and prioritize what’s
most important to you. Taking the road
less traveled will help you establish your-
self as a leader.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- Plan to trav-
el, look for something entertaining and
socialize with people you find mentally
stimulating. Protect your health and fi-
nancial well-being. You’ll learn much
through conversation.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) -- Handle dis-
agreements cautiously. Listen carefully
and reserve judgment until you have all
the pertinent facts. Take a positive ap-
proach when it comes to relationships.
Embrace differences.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) -- Put your
heart into finishing what you start. Ded-
ication and discipline will help you out-
maneuver anyone who tries to compete
with you. Don’t take chances with your
health.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) -- Monitor
what’s being said and done. Stick to the
facts, and don’t tolerate exaggeration or
aggression. Concentrate on what and
who matter to you. Romance is favored.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) -- Be a wit-
ness, not a participant. Protect yourself
from loss, illness or misguided individ-
uals trying to tamper with your life. Be
true to yourself and your dreams, hopes
and wishes.

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) -- Choose
your words carefully. Leave nothing to
chance, and don’t risk your reputation or
position. Focus on what matters to you
most. Sort out any lingering problems
that need to be addressed.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) -- Call those
you can count on for help. Don’t limit
what you can do because you lack experi-
ence. Do your research, and you’ll figure
out how to reach your objective. Be confi-
dent and ask questions.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) -- You've got
time. Relax, go over every detail and
leave nothing unfinished or open to criti-
cism. Hide your disappointment if things
don’t unfold the way you want. Work
with what you have.

(Visit Eugenialast.com, or join Eugenia
on Twitter/Facebook/LinkedIn.)
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“l don’t know his name. He was a
volunteer from the audience.”
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I DON'T THINK SO..BUT DON'T
YOU HAVE A DOG?

YEAH, BUT HE WON'T TOUCH IT

CROSSWORD
ACROSS 41 Clothing Answer to Previous Puzzle
1 Despondent 42 °°'.“'°'"e$
4 Rink surface 2‘61 'I\_’I:;?;Jte' GILIIIT|Z S|ICIA|L
7 Blond s_hade through EIEIR|I|I|E HIUIMIO
0 onaseh a7 ongjonns  [LELAINIT OB FIOIRIAIG
52 Threat ender T E HIO
quarters_ 53 Play part SILIY L
13 Deep-voiced 54 wejl-known
lady uncle CH|O|P T M| E
14 — Beta Kappa 55 Begged O|R|D[E S UM
15 Links org. 56 Wise birds MU|G S|
16 MGM mascot 57 Sell-out sign AlGIE T EIR
17 Building of yore
inspector 58 Titanic R D|S
19 Drama award message co|B E
20 Fly ball’'s path 59 Parking site O|RIA K TIL
21 Negative sort 60 Playground AlCIRIE I TA
23 — -Luc Picard game
26 Throbs LIAD|L EIM|O
28 Rover’s cry DOWN 6 Therefore 18 Roomy
29 Nice summer 1 Dl‘inks Iike a 7 Convenient Vehicle
30 Roused cat excuse 22 Evergreen
34 Having fences 2 Diamond 8 Unflinching trees
36 Dawn Head locale 9 Make sharper 23 Wild spree
goddess 3 Fan noise 12 Parade tune 24 Geologic time
38 — de cologne 4 Lazybones 13 Maria period
39 Slightest 5 Mimic Conchita — 25 Rear, to
1 2 3 5 6 7 38 9 P9peye
27 High notes
10 29 Blissful spot
31 Parrot
14 32 Play it by —
77 33 Essence
35 Missed a
.21 syllable
o3 o7 37 Desdemona’s
love
28 .so 40 Jetsons’ dog
41 Sock hop
34 .36 37 locale
40 42 Jiggly dessert
(hyph.)
.44 43 Caravan halts
0 8 45 Seize
46 Agents
52 48 Coyote’s
plaint
55 49 Helper: Abbr.
) 50 Ms. Croft
51 Air pollution
6-17 © 2016 UFS, Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication for LUFS
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Hadwin leads US Open as Mcllroy makes statement with clubs

By DOUG FERGUSON
AP Golf Writer

BROOKLINE, Mass.
(AP) Adam Hadwin
wasn’t officially in the U.S.
Open until eight days ago.
He walked off The Coun-
try Club on Thursday with
his best score ever in a ma-
jor for a one-shot lead.

With the focus finally
shifting away from Sau-
di-backed rival league,
who’s going and who’s
staying on the PGA Tour,
Hadwin opened with a
4-under 66 on a breezy but
not overly punishing day
at Brookline.

The lingering thoughts
of the rival league came
from Rory Mcllroy, not
from anything he said but
with the golf he played.

It was another bold
statement as Mcllroy
didn’t make a bogey until
his final hole — his brief

Adam Hadwin, of Canada, watches his shot on the 17th

hole during the first round of the U.S. Open golf tour-

nament at The Country Club, on Thursday in Brookline,

Mass. (AP PHOTO/JULIO CORTEZ)

fit of anger revealed as
much desire as frustration
— for a 67. That left him
in the large chasing pack
with four players who had
to go through 36-hole qual-
ifying.

Callum Tarren of En-

gland, David Lingmerth
of Sweden, MJ Daffue
of South Africa and Joel
Dahmen also were at 67.
At the opposite end was
Phil Mickelson, who cele-
brated his 52nd birthday
— on the golf course, any-

way — with a four-putt
double bogey on his way
toa78.

Hadwin ran off three
straight birdies to finish
the front nine in 31, and
he only dropped one shot
on the back nine for his
66. His previous low score
in a major was 68 on three
occasions, most recently
the first round of the 2020
PGA Championship at
Harding Park.

Mcllroy has become a
leading voice on the PGA
Tour over the last few
years, particularly with
his rebuke of the Sau-
di-funded series that is
disrupting golf. Thursday
was a reminder he’s pret-
ty good at his day job, too.

Mcllroy made two
straight birdies late in
his round to become the
first player to reach 4 un-
der, only to miss the ninth
green and make his only

bogey.

At the moment, Mcllroy
isn’t concerned with his
strong stance against LIV
Golf.

“It’s been eight years
since I won a major,” he
said. “And I just want
to get my hands on one
again.”

Even with a good start,
and coming off a victory
last week in the Canadi-
an Open, it doesn’t figure
to be easy for Mcllroy or
anyone else. The Country
Club might be as accom-
modating as it gets all
week, with moderate wind
and cloud cover Kkeep-
ing the sun from making
greens crispy and firm.

And the best anyone
could do was a 66.

The group at 68 includ-
ed two-time major winner
Dustin Johnson, Justin
Rose and Matt Fitzpatrick,
who won the U.S. Amateur

at Brookline in 2013.

For Mcllroy, it was his
second straight major
— and third time in his
last four U.S. Opens — he
opened with a score under
par. There is confidence
in his game for winning
last week in Toronto, and
there is passion rare for a
Thursday unless the game
is going badly.

He tried to drive the
reachable par-4 fifth hole
and caught an awkward lie
in the thick collar above a
bunker, forcing him to
stand in the sand. He hit
that into another bunker,
and then twice slammed
the club into the sand
out of frustration. But he
managed to save par.

“You're going to en-
counter things at a U.S.
Open, whether they be lies
or stuff like that, that you
just don’t really encounter
any other week,” he said.

Tampa Bay Lightning center Steven Stamkos (91) jumps over Colorado Avalanche
defenseman Erik Johnson (6) during the second period of Game 1 of the NHL
hockey Stanley Cup Final on Wednesday in Denver. (AP PHOTO/JOHN LOCHER)

Lightning unfazed trailing
Avalanche in Stanley Cup Final

By STEPHEN WHYNO
AP Hockey Writer

DENVER (AP) — Min-
utes after losing Game 1
of the Stanley Cup Final
in overtime, Patrick Ma-
roon scoffed at the idea
that it was some sort of
gut punch to the Tampa

Bay Lightning.
“Two really good teams
going at it,” he said.

“That’s Game 1. We just
got to refocus and be
ready for Game 2.”

Few teams in recent
NHL history are better
at doing that, which is
why the Lightning are
unfazed about trailing
the Colorado Avalanche.
The two-time defending
champions have won 11
consecutive series since
their remarkable post-
season run began in 2020;
in five of them, Tampa
has lost the opener -- in-
cluding twice this post-
season -- and the experi-
ence has steeled them for
situations just like this.

“It’s not about riding
the wave of one game,”
coach Jon Cooper said
Thursday. “It’s kind of
about getting our feet un-
der us. It’s understanding
we’re playing a different
team. We can’t win the se-
ries all in one game, and
(players have) been really
good at that.”

Players wasted no time
in moving on to Game 2
on Saturday night. Tam-
pa Bay, after all, had
roared back from a 3-1
first-period deficit to tie
the opener before Andre
Burakovsky’s overtime
winner. Elements from
successful stretches of
Game 1 can factor into
the team’s tweaks and
changes moving forward.

“We’ve done a great job
of making adjustments

after losses, so we’ll look
to do that,” captain Ste-
ven Stamkos said. “The
mindset is we’re here to
win a series and you don’t
know when that’s go-
ing to come: four games,
five, six, seven. You never
know.”

The Lightning have
over the past three post-
seasons won series in all
those combinations. But
it wasn’t long ago that
they were on the wrong
side of a stunning defeat.

It’s hard to forget Tam-
pa Bay getting swept in
the first round by Co-
lumbus in 2019 after
steamrolling the rest
of the league all season
and winning the Presi-
dents’ Trophy with the
best overall record. The
adjustments, absent any
panic moves like firing
Cooper or breaking up
the core, paved the way
for this run.

The memory of that
series and the 11 since
that ended with them on
the smiling side of the
handshake line combines
to give the Lightning the
perspective they have to-
day.

“That’s the great thing
about our group: There
aren’t many situations
that we haven’t been in,”
longtime winger Alex
Killorn said. “It feels like
we’'ve seen it all. We're
not worried. We're confi-
dent going forward. But
there’s definitely a lot
more work to be done.”

That includes trying
to figure out how to slow
down the speedy Ava-
lanche, who want to turn
games into track meets
and use their offensive
talent to pump in goals.
Despite not getting past
the second round the past
four years, Colorado also
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has plenty of playoff ex-
perience and knows to
expect a major pushback
from the champs in Game
2.

Coach Jared Bednar
believes the best way
to handle that is for his
team to keep playing its
style.

“Regardless of how
Tampa plays, we have
a certain identity that
we need to play to to
be successful,” Bednar
said. “We’ve learned that
during the course of this
season, especially. And
then for me, it’s just man-
aging those momentum
swings.”

Tampa Bay is the first
team since Wayne Gretz-
ky’s Edmonton Oilers in
the mid-1980s to reach the
final three years in a row
and is four victories away
from the league’s first
three-peat since the New
York Islanders dynasty of
the early ‘80s. Cooper has
managed to keep his play-
ers’ emotions in check so
much that defenseman
Mikhail Sergachev called
the 1-0 deficit “the usual
stuff.”

Asunusual as it was for
Tampa Bay to fall behind
2-0 last round against the
New York Rangers, the
Avalanche present a dif-
ferent challenge behind
their high-end talent.
While the Lightning will
need to improve their
play, most notably how
they start, their mental-
ity is now their biggest
advantage.

“That’s taken some
time for us to kind of fall
into that mindset, but
we’ve really developed
that over the years,” Coo-
per said. “Hopefully one
more series we can carry
that through and take an-
other step forward.”

Storm star Sue Bird says 2022
will be her final WNBA season

By TIM BOOTH
AP Sports Writer

Seattle Storm star and
five-time Olympic gold
medalist Sue Bird says
the 2022 season will be her
last playing in the WNBA.
The 41-year-old considered
retirement after last sea-
son before returning for
a 19th season as a player.
She missed two seasons
because of injuries. As for
the timing of her retire-
ment, she says “you just
know when you know.”
Bird is a four-time WNBA
champion, 12-time All-Star
and the oldest player in the
league. The former No. 1
draft pick has spent her en-
tire WNBA career with the
Storm. Her announcement
came a day before Seat-
tle’s game at Connecticut,
the state where she was a
collegiate star and nation-
al player of the year. The
Storm close out their road
trip on Sunday in New
York, about 30 miles from
where she grew up.

Always in control on
the court, Sue Bird lasted
about 10 minutes until the
emotion of the moment
and the finality of the deci-
sion got the best of her.

After 21 professional sea-
sons, one of the greatest
basketball careers ever is
nearing its end.

“I feel like I've played
as long as I can at a really
high level both physically
and mentally, and it’s just
gotten harder,” Bird said,
fighting through tears.

The Seattle Storm star
and five-time Olympic
gold medalist announced
Thursday the 2022 season
will be her last playing in
the WNBA.

The announcement by
Bird, 41, ended any spec-
ulation about her future;
she had acknowledged in
February when she re-
signed with Seattle that
this would likely be her
final season. She strong-
ly considered retirement
after last season before
choosing to return for a
19th season as a player.

Bird’s announcement
came a day before Seat-
tle’s game at Connecticut,
the state where she was a
collegiate star and nation-
al player of the year. The
Storm will close out their
road trip on Sunday in
New York, about 30 miles
from where Bird grew up
in Syosset, New York.

It’s Seattle’s only sched-
uled trip to New York
this season, which helped

prompt her announce-
ment.
“Knowing it was go-

ing to be my last game in
New York is really what
started the thought pro-
cess around announcing
that this would be my last
year,” Bird said. “So that’s
kind of the how, and the
when. That was the moti-

Seattle Storm guard Sue Bird (10) plays during the first
half of the Commissioner’s Cup WNBA basketball game
against the Connecticut Sun, on Aug. 12, 2021, in Phoe-
nix. The Seattle Storm star and five-time Olympic gold
medalist announced on Thursday that the 2022 season
will be her last playing in the WNBA. (AP PHOTO/MATT YORK, FILE)

vating factor on the tim-
ing. And I feel like for ev-
ery athlete, sometimes it
really just comes down to
you know when you know.
There isn’t necessarily a
recipe for it. You just know
when you know.”

Bird is a four-time
WNBA champion, 12-
time All-Star and the old-
est player in the league.
She has spent her entire
WNBA career with Seattle
since becoming the No. 1
draft pick in 2002 following
her storied college career
at UConn. This season is
her 21st associated with
the franchise although just
her 19th playing after miss-
ing two seasons because of
injuries.

Her resume is the envy
of anyone in professional
sports, let alone basketball.
National championships at
UConn in 2000 and 2002.
WNBA titles with Seattle
in 2004, 2008, 2018 and 2020,
the last coming inside the
WNBA “bubble” in Florida
amid the coronavirus pan-
demic.

Bird hoisted five addi-
tional titles playing over-
seas in the EuroLeague.
Last year, she added a fifth
Olympic gold in Tokyo to
go along with the ones the
United States earned in
2004 in Athens, 2008 in Bei-
jing, 2012 in London and
2016 in Rio de Janeiro.

Bird was the AP nation-
al player of the year her
final season at UConn. She
is a five-time all-WNBA
first-team selection, the
league’s all-time leader in
assists and the only player
to appear in more than 500
games in league history.

She has been honored
on every list imaginable as
one of best and most influ-
ential players in the histo-
ry of the league. And she’s

the standard by which oth-
er point guards are judged.

Bird told her current
teammates about her deci-
sion during a team dinner
on Wednesday night and
Seattle’s coaching staff
Thursday morning. Bird
also had a long list of for-
mer teammates, coaches,
executives and friends she
wanted to tell personal-
ly rather than hearing it
through various channels.
Among the most emotion-
al was her talk with Karen
Bryant, the general man-
ager of the Storm when
Bird was drafted in 2002.

Deep down, they all
knew that the hints Bird
gave over the past sever-
al months were leading to
this announcement.

“Not a lot of people do
something for their entire
lives the way that athletes
do. Don’t get me wrong, I
know people are fulfilled in
other ways. It’s not about a
comparison. It’s just sports
is different, I think,” Bird
said. “I’ve been doing this
since I was 5 or 6 years old.
It’s really all I know. So of
course, I'm sad. It’s a lit-
tle bit of like a mourning
knowing I'm going to miss
it. But I mean, I've got no
regrets. I feel wonderful
about my career, the peo-
ple I've met, the things
we’ve all accomplished.”

Bird said she’s not really
prepared for the farewell
tour that’s likely to follow
her every time she visits
a WNBA road city for the
last time.

“Ifeel like I don’t person-
ally need that,” Bird said.
“But I also understand
that there are fan bases
that that might want to,
you know, take that mo-
ment. ... But yeah, I'm not
prepared for it.”
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