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haul out the holiday!
Principal Brad Ellebracht presents the Wise Courtesy 
Award to senior Will Bingham. 

Members of the Mexico High School chamber choir per-
form Carol of the Bells at the holiday spirit assembly held 
Friday, December 17, 2021.

Principal Brad Ellebracht presents the Wise Courtesy 
Award to senior Amelia Denham. 

Mexico High School starts their holiday break with fa-la-la-la fun and reindeer games

The Mexico High School cheerleading squad performs their annual Christmas routine. 

Members of the freshman class  perform a “spontaneous routine” to the Christmas classic 
“Grandma Got Run Over by a Reindeer.”

Choral music instructor Julie Pappas shows 
off her “ugly” Christmas sweater/ensemble.

Special education teacher Donna Tro-
esser brings so much homemade spirit 
with her tree skirt, chimney hat, and 
tinsel and ornament-laden sweatshirt. 
The teachers compete each year to see 
who has the ugliest Christmas sweat-
er, but the competition, as well as the 
interpretation, has evolved. 

Reigning champion Dale Schenewerk, right, is notorious for his “seasonal” haute coutre. 
He has multiple suits and outfits and always manages to edge out the competition. This 
year, however, Sara Given, left, gave him a run for his money with her “Flava-Flake” 
ensemble featuring snowflakes, ice-cicles and a really big holiday clock. 

More spirit assembly 
photos inside!

Students and faculty participate in the “Use Your Hooves” reindeer game. Each participant had a balloon tied to each foot and, while staying within the boundaries set, had to pop the 
balloons of the other “reindeer” while keeping their own balloons safe. 
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Art Appreiation
by Myah Smith and Hailey Long

a meet and greet with some of  the most talented artists at MHS

The Growl is the student newspaper of Mexico 
High School. It produced by the journalism stu-
dents under the advisement of Ms. Jami Williams, 
instructor. The Growl is produced and distributed 
on the last Wednesday of each month through The 
Mexico Ledger. For advertising information please 
call: 573.581.4296 x. 2726 during school hours.
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   Angel Wings Clothing Closet, located in the former Casey’s 
General Store on Highway 15,  has a unique and heartwarming 
story. Angel Wings is a non-profit clothing “store” for foster chil-
dren in need of new clothing. 
   The store helps those in foster care in the Mexico and surround-
ing communities. They accept used clothing for all ages and sizes 
and many other necessities like school supplies and baby accesso-
ries. 
   Jody Dishman,  founder of Angel Wings, started the organization 
from her laundry room at home. ¨I was a foster parent and there 
were some kids who would come to me with nothing,” Dishman 
explained. “These children would be wearing shorts in the winter 
and that is really hard to see.”
   Before finding their “forever home” in their current location, 
Dishman used her home, then moved into a church, then to a 
location on the square. But 
there wasn’t enough room 
and business, sadly, was 
booming.  
   “Many counties were 
calling about clothes and 
things but now we have our 
own store. Even different 
states would call to ask 
how they can get one. 
There are 13,000 foster 
kids in Missouri and being 
able to provide for them is 
a really good feeling.¨ 
    Dishman now works 
with 19 different counties helping ¨kiddos¨ in need. If you would 
like to donate, their number is 573-721-5547. Angel Wings also 
has a Facebook page and they have a website. You can donate 
through the mail at: Angel Wings Clothing Closet, PO Box 893, 
Mexico, MO 65265.

This Angel is Around All Year
by Gage Walker

   The Help Center is a hub of community service, offering 
assistance to people in need by way of their food pantry and 
their thrift store. The Help Center is different in that the food 
pantry is not income-based. 
   The Help Center has been providing assistance to the 
Mexico community for over 50 year, developed as a corpo-
ration in 1965 to primarily provide financial assistance to the 
people of Mexico. 
   For the holiday season, The Help Center sponsored an 
adopt-a-child program for children in the eighth grade and 
under age group. And their food pantry is stocked, per usual, 
with not only food but also personal hygiene items, coats 
and boots. 
    The pantry and the thrift store are run by volunteers who 
donate their time and money. Other ways to help out include 
donating gently used items for their thrift shop, donating 
food, and volunteering. For more information about helping 
or utilizing The Help Center, visit their website at www.
mexicohelpcenter.org. On the website you can also find an 
application for the monthly food distribution and a schedule 
for the distribution times. 

THE CHRISTMAS REMIX
   The Growl art officianados, 
Myah and Hailey, thought that 
the student newspaper would 
be remiss if we did not focus 
on the amazing artistry of the 
holiday season that has become 
one of the most beloved MHS 
holiday traditions. 
   We are talking about the 
annual MHS Art Club ornament 
auction. From whimsical to 
renaissance to abstract, the one 
of a kind creations are some of 
the most beautiful and unique 
creations of the season. 
   The ornaments are auctioned 
to the highest bidder and the 
money is used to help with 
the art club field trip and other 
activities. 
    Perhaps the best part of the 
ornament auction is that people 
can order custom ornaments to 
give as gifts. 
   The ornaments are displayed 
in the main hallway case in 
the high school. We chose to 
capture the ornaments in their 
natural habitat. We hope they 
give you as much joy as they 
gave us this year and every year.  

A History of Helping 
Our Community
by Conner Baclesse
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GO BULLDOGS!
from a loyal 
supporter of 

local education.

GO BULLDOGS!

Go Dawgs!!

Building a strong foundation for the 
community supporting our students!

68 years...
and counting!

A proud supporter of 
the Mexico Bulldogs!
millertiremissouri.com

THE DEADLINE FOR SENIOR PICTURES 
AND MEMORY ADS HAS BEEN EXTENDED 

TO FEBRUARY 1, 2022. 

HOLIDAY FUN
make memories... and other stuff

Here’s an easy gift to make to give to the people you love. 
It’s easy and fun and sure to bring joy to anyone you give it 
to!

Things you need: 
-Hot cocoa powder
-mason jar 
-miniature marshmallows 
-red paint
- googly eyes
-glitter
-hot glue gun
-several brown pipe cleaners

Step 1: Get your mason jar and hot cocoa, put your desired 
amount of hot cocoa into your jar.

Step 2: Add marshmallows to the top of the hot cocoa; you 
can also add a crunched up candy cane or Oreo crumbles.

Step 3: Paint the red nose onto the jar, then add glitter to 
the paint and let it dry.

Step 4: Add on your googly eyes.

Step 5: Shape your pipe cleaner into antlers, then glue them 
on; a hot glue gun is your best bet. 

Remember, you can add on more or less depending on your 
preference and decorate this to your liking! Have fun with 
it! Don’t be afraid to get creative, for example an ornament 
Santa hat and some white felt can turn your jar into a Santa. 
Some wings on the back and a golden halo can make you a 
sweet angel gift!

by Autumn Moore
holi-d.i.y. fun Quaid Grubb, 9

¨My favorite Christmas was when I got a 
super big gift that had layers of wrap-
ping paper, but it ended up just being a 
cardboard box.¨

Haley Perkins, 9
¨The best Christmas I had was the one 
before my aunt passed away.¨

Octavian Jeffries, 10
¨When I was in Arizona, it wasn’t cold at 
all. It was about 80 degrees, and super 
nice outside.¨

Daida Herrera-Garcia, 10
¨My best Christmas was when I was in 
2nd grade and my parents got me my 
first American Girl doll.¨

Kritsa Burle, 11
¨Whenever my aunt brings over fudge.¨

Ryan Beasley, 12
¨Christmas caroling.¨

Sydeny Moller, 12
¨Reading a book with my sister, and 
doing a tradition with cheese.¨

by Madison WheatonTh
e 

be
st

 c
hr

is
tm

as
 e

ve
r

DON’T FORGET 
TO BUY A 

YEARBOOK!
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We are   
totally in 
favor of 
dogs on the 
couch... 
especially 
Bulldogs!

2715 East Liberty St.     Mexico, Missouri
573.581.6767

Paid for by Kate Becker

There is no 
such thing as 

having too 
much 

optimism! 

Mexico 
Optimists

support the 
Mexico 

Bulldogs no 
matter how 
big or how 
small the 

paws!

haul out the holiday!

Laughter looks good on senior Lissalou Blair, center, as she prepares to perform with 
fellow Noteworthy members Capri’Ona Fountain and Santa Claus.

Junior Jack Wilburn weighs the odds of trying to fit 
into an old cheerleader outfit as part of the junior 
flash performance competition. 

Junior Kennedi Rowe prepares 
to perform for the assembly with 
Noteworthy. 

Members of the pep band performed at the assembly. The 
band performs at home basketball games and is gearing up 
for competition season. 

Happy Holidays from The Growl!
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