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PRESS RELEASE

LITTLE FALLS – The 
Sparta Area Fire District 
was dispatched to a reported 
structure fire on Backtrail 
Road in the Town of Little 
Falls at 9:09p.m Thursday 
evening.

The report was a house fire 
with people trapped upstairs 
unable to get out.

When Chief Mike Arnold 
and Monroe County Sheriff’s 
Deputies arrived the home 
was fully engulfed and 
attempts were made to make 
entry but the heat, smoke and 
fire were too intense.

When fire crews arrived 
the crews they had to do 
an exterior attack first 
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Four children lost 
in house fire

Crowd cheers after new Sparta Mayor Kevin Riley's first ribbon cutting of his term. Due to the dull shears and sheer 
material, the cutting almost went off without a hitch. Herald photo by Logan Everson.

Officially open
Sparta 
celebrates 
state trail

Brody Ervin, 8, jumps a 
ramp in the temporary 

stunt park constructed in 
the Sparta Area Chamber 
of Commerce parking lot. 

Ervin is a rider with the 
Milwaukee-based BMX 

Division Stunt Team, and 
the team performed two 

sets of exhibition shows. 
Herald photo by Logan 

Everson.
By KYLE EVANS
Interim Editor

There was a celebration of 
the return of bikes to the Elroy-
Sparta State Trail on Saturday 
at the Sparta Area Chamber 
of Commerce building, 
featuring a variety of activities 
throughout the day. Although 
people are welcome to use 
the state trails throughout the 
year, the Chamber celebration 
follows the annual opening of 
the three tunnels on the Elroy-
Sparta Trail. 

The day’s activities began at 
8:30a.m, there were vendors 
like the Monroe County 
History Room, Monroe 
County Dairy promotions, 
Deke Slayton museum and 
more. There was a collection 
of bikes on display throughout 
the day. Later, riders took a 
shuttle to Norwalk to begin 
their ride. Following the bike 
ride back to Sparta, there was a 
BMX stunt show put on in the 
Chamber parking lot and the 
ceremonial bike trail ribbon 
cutting took place at 2:00 PM. 

The La Crosse marathon 
also started at the Sparta 
Chamber of Commerce 
building at 6a.m. Chamber 
director Heidi Prestwood said, 
“it was a busy day, but all in all 
it was a good day. We didn’t 
see quite the turnout that we 
usually do for the rails to trails 

celebration but it was still a 
good turnout.”

The Elroy-Sparta State 
Trail is the first rails to trails 
conversion in the United 
States. An estimated 60,000 
people utilize the trail 

annually. Sparta is also the 
junction of the Elroy-Sparta 
Trail and the La Crosse River 
State Trail. 

Daily and seasonal trail 
passes are available for 
purchase at the Sparta Area 

Chamber of Commerce during 
regular business hours and 
after May 2nd, 2022. Cyclists 
16 and older are required to 
have a state trail pass. A daily 
pass costs $5.00 and a season’s 
pass costs $25.00. 

Over the weekend
The weather held up nicely for the first weekend of 
farmer's markets in Sparta and Tomah. Farmers got 
into the field and rummage sales were in full swing. 
See photos on page 2. Herald photo by Logan Everson

Flames engulf the Coats' home. Contributed photo.

Outpouring of 
community support 
for fire victims family

According to a gofundme 
page, called Prayers for the 
Coats Family, which was 
started by Matt Coats’ brother-
in-law, Dennis Larsen to 
help the family with funerals 
and memorials, as of this 
(Monday) morning the total 
of donations to the gofundme 
page is over $135,000. There 
are over 1,700 people that 
have contributed donations. 
The goal is $150,000, 
according to the page. To 
donate visit www.gofundme.
com and search Prayers for 
the Coats Family.

TOMAH
1201 N. Superior Ave.  •  (608) 374-4200

SPARTA
1310 W. Wisconsin St.  •  (608) 269-5028

RICHLAND CENTER
2419 U.S. Hwy 14E.  •  (608) 649-4300

AllAmericanDoitCenter.com
M-F: 7-7  |  SAT: 8-5  |  SUN 9-5

$857
While 
Supplies 
Last!

Glass
Hummingbird 
Feeder
8 oz.  - 745830

Thru 5/31/22
SAVE OVER 30%

SALE MAY 4-15, 2022

6-pc Roller & Tray Set
Includes 9" plastic tray, 9" 5-wire 
frame, (2) 9" knit roller covers, 
1.5" angle brush, and paint stir 
stick.  772330

$1079

24” Bar Clamp
High-carbon, heat treated 
steel.  332569

$2397

SAVE $6

House Cleaner 
& Mildew Killer
Gallon Concentrate. 
Removes Mildew Stains   
792208

$1799

SAVE 25%

Stand n' Spray 
Tank Sprayer
2-gallon. Funnel Top. 
SureSpray Anti-Clog Filter.
717984

$2299
SAVE $10

Kitchen Faucet
w/spray
3600 swivel spout.  1.8 GPM 
at 60psi. Chrome.   460129

$7499
SAVE $40

$79 99Wet Dry
VacWhile 

Supplies 
Last!

352503 Thru 5/31/22

SAVE $25

Exclusive products

ONLY AVAILABLE HERE

S E E  PA G E  1 0 Tom
ah's 

Lexie H
agen
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Local Farmer’s MarketsLocal Farmer’s Markets
A R O U N D  T H E  C O U N T Y   Herald photos by Logan Everson

Sparta Farmer’s Market
LEFT Christin Gasner admires Sal 
D’Agostino’s progress on his current 
painting project. ABOVE Creekside 
Gardens had plenty of crop starters like 
broccoli, cabbage, and more. RIGHT  
Also at the market was homemade 
bread and desserts, handmade crafts 
like crocheted bumble bees and 
macrame décor, meat, cheese, honey, 
maple syrup, canned goods, dog 
treats, soap, jewelry, and bouquets 
of fresh flowers. The market runs 
on Wednesdays at 3pm to 6pm and 
Saturdays from 8am to noon and is 
located at Mueller Square in Downtown 
Sparta. 

Tomah Farmer’s Market
RIGHT Vendors line the sidewalk of E. Holton St. on the 
south side of Gillett Park in Tomah. BELOW A variety 
of jams, jellies, and butters were for sale. Other goods 
included flower baskets, leather goods, weaved baskets, 
outdoor decor, rugs, beef, and logs for growing shiitake and 
oyster mushrooms. The market is open on Wednesdays 
from 11am to 6pm and Saturdays from 6am to 1pm.

Farmers were out and about chopping up fields. Soon 'LEON' will be planted over.

Tomah Area Museum held a fundraiser during the city-wide sales over the weekend.
Volunteers clean up the gardens out front of the church on the corner of Franklin and 
Water streets.

Daffodils are popping out, like this one in Wilton.

Spring to Summer: Signs of the Season 
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 CROSSWORDS

HOW TO PLAY
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column, 

and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1 
through 9 only once.

Each 3x3 box is outlined with a darker line. You 
already have a few numbers to get you started. 
Remember: You must not repeat the numbers  
1 through 9 in the same line, column, or 3x3 box.

PUZZLE NO. 863

Brought to you by  
the best barista in town!

Copyright © 2022, Penny Press

HOROSCOPE
Breakfast, lunch, dinner

SPECIALS 
EVERY DAY

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

May 8-14, 2022

no. 123
ACROSS
1. Aerosol spray
5. Tricky
8. Marble slice
12. At a standstill
13. Stick for 
billiards
14. Wear down
15. Sports group
16. Exit’s opposite
18. Packing down
20. VIII
21. Eden dweller
22. Mentally healthy
23. Pushy
26. Broom’s relative
27. Hurried
30. Litter’s littlest
31. Title
32. Folder
33. “You ____ 

Sixteen”
34. Grass-covered 
ground
35. Moved slowly
36. Heroic poem
38. Rightful
39. Shaving need
41. Got slimmer
45. Oversight
47. Dam
48. Clamors
49. In fashion
50. Unzip
51. Brink
52. Tissue layer
53. Disarray

DOWN
1. Catcher’s catcher
2. What’s the big 
 ____?
3. Close with force
4. Violent storm
5. View
6. Breathing organ
7. Nonetheless
8. Blot

9. Undies
10. Building curve
11. Garden produce
17. Gather in
19. Climbing plant
22. Tearful moan
23. Half of a bikini
24. “____ Day Will
 Come”
25. Sniffling’s partner

26. Wet dirt
28. Swiss peak
29. High-wire 
 precaution
31. Physician, briefly
32. Liberation
34. Knights’ titles
35. Mug
37. Sheriff’s helpers
38. Fine

39. Went by carriage
40. In a group of
41. Hammer or chisel
42. Ready to be picked
43. ____ out (barely 
 makes)
44. Comfortable rooms
46. Little devil

ARIES
Don’t doubt the law of 
attraction when it comes to 
your work. Visualizing your 
goals in a precise way will 
help you achieve them quickly 
and with surprising ease.

TAURUS
You’ll find yourself in a 
situation that puts the 
spotlight on you and gives 
you the tools to set new 
goals. You’ll take pride in 
your achievements, which will 
significantly increase your 
self-esteem.

GEMINI
If you have plans to move, 
you’ll start getting boxes and 
administrative tasks ready to 
get a head start. Alternatively, 
you may make plans to 
renovate part of your home.

CANCER
This week, you’ll deal 
with traffic jams and 
miscommunications. Look for 
alternate routes and charge 
your phone before leaving the 
house to avoid delays and 
other annoyances.

LEO
You’ll be given free rein on 
a project or training course. 
Financing and other tools 
will become available to you, 
and you’ll manage to secure 
your retirement in a rather 
unexpected way.

VIRGO
You’ll be determined to better 
your life and improve your 
situation. If you take action, 
you’ll succeed. All you have to 
do is take the first step to set 
things in motion.

LIBRA
You may be short-tempered 
this week. You’ll feel like 
you’re treading water and 
waiting for everyone else. You 
may need to take a step back 
to move forward.

SCORPIO
You’ll organize a meeting or 
event that brings the whole 
company together at work. 
You’ll also work with several 
clients, which will increase 
your income. Abundance is on 
your doorstep.

SAGITTARIUS
A project will require special 
attention. You may encounter 
delays in every aspect of your 
life. For example, you’ll be put 
on hold or choose the wrong 
line at the grocery store.

CAPRICORN
Summer holidays are just 
around the corner. Now is 
the time to make plans to 
ensure you can visit all the 
attractions on your list. You 
may need to book a day 
camp for your children.

AQUARIUS
You’ll be put in a situation 
that inspires your work or 
family life. You’ll have the 
opportunity to set new and 
exciting goals.

PISCES
If you’re still in the early 
stages of your relationship, 
you’ll receive a marriage 
proposal or another gesture 
of commitment. Your 
significant other will declare 
their undying love for you in a 
big way, much to your delight.

MAY 8
Melissa Gilbert, Actress (58)

MAY 9
Billy Joel, Singer (73)

MAY 10
Kenan Thompson, Comic (44)

MAY 11
Sabrina Carpenter, Singer 

(23)

MAY 12
Tony Hawk, Skateboarder 

(54)
MAY 13

Robert Pattinson, Actor (36)
MAY 14

Cate Blanchett, Actress (53)

Answers on page 14

Answers on page 14

Sparta Area School District
SCHOOL BOARD VACANCY NOTICE

 Notice is hereby given that the Sparta Area School Board will be accepting applications to fill a 
vacancy due to a resignation of the Board of Education.
 The remaining term of this position is approximately 11 months and ends with the school board 
election of April 2023. The process is described in Board Policy Article 0142.5 as follows:
 A. Appointment by the Board to fill a vacancy shall be by the majority vote of the existing Board. All 
votes shall be recorded, preserved and open to public inspection to the extent prescribed in Wis. Stat. 
Chapter 19. Secret ballots may only be used when Board members are electing officers.
 B. The vacancy shall be announced in the local newspaper for a minimum of two (2) weeks prior to 
the deadline for applications.
 C. If one or no applications are received by the deadline, the deadline may be extended by a 
majority vote of the Board.
 D. If more than six (6) candidates apply for the vacancy, the Board as a whole may review the 
applications and select six (6) candidates for consideration by the full Board.
 E. All applicants are to submit a notice of their interest, in writing, to the Board Administrative 
Assistant/Superintendent’s Office.
 F. The Board may interview candidates to ascertain their qualifications. All applicants will be 
notified of their interview time and given an equal opportunity to make statements on their behalf and 
answer Board questions. If a candidate is unavailable during the designated meeting, the candidate 
may choose another person to represent himself/herself. Applicants will be requested as a courtesy 
to not be present while other applicants are being interviewed. Interviews of the candidates shall be 
done in open meeting unless the discussion involves financial, medical, social or personal histories or 
disciplinary data that, if discussed in public, would be likely to have a substantial adverse effect upon 
the reputation of the person.
 G. If the vacancy is not filled within sixty (60) days of the date on which the vacancy first exists, the 
vacancy shall be filled by the following methods:
 1. If an appointment for a vacancy is not made due to a voting deadlock of the Board at the 
conclusion of the initial sixty (60) day period following the date on which the vacancy first exists, the 
final selection will made at the first meeting of the full Board (following the initial sixty (60) day period) 
by a random drawing of the candidates tied with the highest number of votes during the most recent 
attempt.
 2. If the first solution does not apply for any reason, the Board President will appoint a candidate to 
fill the vacancy at the first meeting of the full Board which follows the initial sixty (60) day period.
 All applicants will be notified in writing of the Board’s decision. The candidate appointed to the 
vacancy upon being notified of the selection shall be deemed to have accepted the appointment 
unless, within five (5) days thereafter, the person files with the Board Clerk or Board President a 
written refusal to serve. Pending acceptance and filing the  oath of office and Campaign Registration 
Statement, the appointed Board member shall be seated at the next meeting of the Board. The Board 
President will assign the appointee to a standing committee and other delegated responsibilities as 
necessary. Within ten (10) days after the appointment, the Board Clerk will report the name and post-
office address of the new member to the clerk and treasurer of each municipality having territory in the 
school District.
 Interested individuals should email a letter of interest to Wendy Markgren at wmarkgren@spartan.
org or drop off a letter of interest at the District Office (900 E. Montgomery Street). All letters of 
interest are to be received by 3:30 pm on  Tuesday, May 17, 2022. If there are any questions, 
please call (608) 366-3400.

Pictured are students from Sparta’s Innovations STEM Academy.  They competed at the Science Olympiad state competition at UW-Steven’s Point.  The team earned 6th place 
overall. Contributed photo.
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MCH IN-HOUSE FILLER ADVERTISEMENTS

Feel free to modify ads to fit 
the space needed, however 
there are some rules.
1. PLEASE DO NOT SKEW 
TEXT: do not stretch or shrink text 
or logos. Width and height remain 
at 100%. Feel free to delete or add 
words to fit space better.

2. NO DOGLEGGING ARTICLES 
WITH ADS: “even up” articles be-
fore filling with ads, see example 
below.

3. THINK OUTSIDE OF THE 
BOX: Not every ad needs a box. If 
you use a stroke, do not fill. If you use 
fill, do not use stroke.
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Margo Degenhardt, of 
Sparta was a decorated 
Spartan wrestler who passed 
away on May 10th, 2016. 
Her competitive, upbeat 
spirit never shied from good 
competition. The Sparta 
Wrestling Family holds this 
event in her honor.

The Margo Matness Open 
is a folkstyle-open division 
tournament. Wrestlers must be 
at least high school age. The 
event includes high school 
wrestlers and old timers as 
well. All high school and 
old timers will be bracketed 
together by weight, unless 
attendance allows separation.

Weigh-ins are from 10a.m-

4th Annual Margo 
Matness Open, May 14

12p.m. on Saturday May 14 
at the Sparta High School. To 
register to wrestle, you can 
register at the door with an 
entry fee of $15. There will 
be 3 one-minute rounds with 
high school rules. It will be a 
double elimination bracket or 
a round robin. 

Spectators can attend at 
a cost of $3; there will also 
be concessions and raffles 
throughout the day. The 
tournament is sponsored by 
the Sparta Wrestling Club.

For more information 
contact Ann Degenhardt at 
608-633-9152 or Carla Davis 
at 608-386-2841. 

May is Mental Health 
Awareness Month across 
the globe! Although mental 
health is crucial the whole 
year through, every May 
we take time to highlight 
the importance of mental 
health in our lives and our 
communities.

According to Mental 
Health America, while one 
in five people will experience 
a mental illness, everyone 
faces challenges that can 
impact their mental health. 
It is crucial for us to validate 
lived experience, increase 
discussion around mental 
health and encourage help-
seeking behaviors as they are 
a true sign of strength, not of 
weakness. 

There are practical tools 
that everyone can use to 
improve their mental health 
and increase resiliency, 
regardless of the situations 
they are dealing with. People 
can take a mental health 
screen at MHAscreening.
org. It’s a quick, free and 
private way for someone to 
assess their mental health 
and recognize signs of mental 

health problems. Resources 
are also available at nami.org. 

In honor of May is Mental 
Health Awareness Month, 
the Monroe County Mental 
Health Coalition invites 
everyone to join in our second 
annual “Mindful Movement 
for Mental Wellness” event 
happening virtually, the 
entire month of May.  It is 
an opportunity to combine 
mindfulness with activities 
you enjoy doing, be it walking, 
running, cycling, stretching, 
yoga, meditating, or a 
multitude of other things. Sign 
up at https://form.jotform.
com/220816102647046 and 
follow “Mindful Movement 
for Mental Wellness” on 
Facebook. Set a goal and track 
your minutes of movement for 
the month. In collaboration 
with local businesses, 
individuals that complete their 
mindful movement goal will 
be entered into a drawing for a 
chance to win a prize.  Those 
interested in providing a prize 
can email April Anderson. For 
more information email april.
anderson@wisc.edu, or Eryn.
Leahy@co.monroe.wi.us.

May is Mental Health 
Awareness Month

Memorial Day, originally 
called Decoration Day, is 
a day of remembrance for 
those who have died in 
service of the United States 
of America.  The William J 
Schriver American Legion 
Post 309, Kendall WI will 
again honor the sacrifices of 
our Veterans on Memorial 
Day (Monday, May 30).  

Kendall Memorial 
Day event May 30th

Please join us at St. Luke’s 
Cemetery at 10AM; Fountain 
Lutheran Church/Cemetery 
at 11AM and at the Kendall 
Area Veterans Memorial at 
1PM.  Join us for a light lunch 
and fellowship afterwards at 
our Legion Hall.

This year’s guest speaker 
is State Senator Howard 
Marklein.

On Thursday, May 12, from 
9 am to 2 pm, FFA members 
from Sparta High School will 
be participating in Ag Day 
at Herrman Elementary. The 
event will feature student 
lead stations that highlight 

agriculture topics from nature 
walks, horses, flowers, pigs, 
beef, meats and more. 

Approximately 40 FFA 
members will be present 
with 18 stations highlighting 
agriculture topics.

Sparta High School 
celebrates Ag Day

MEETINGS
nThe Board and Department 
Head Orientation will be on 
May 10, 2022 at 9:30  a.m. at 
1116 Angelo Rd, Sparta.
nThe Sparta Area School 
District Board of Education 
will have their Committee of 
the Whole meeting at 5:30 
p.m. on Tuesday, May 10 
at the Meadowview Middle 
School auditorium.
nThe Natural Resource and 
Extension Committee will 
meet on Wed., May 11, 2022 
at 8:30 a.m. in the Board 
Assembly Room.
nThe Housing Authority 
of the County of Monroe 
will meet on Wed., May 11, 
2022 at 4:00 p.m. at 131 Tara 
Drive, Oakdale.
nThe Property & 

Maintenance Committee  
will meet on Wed., May 
11, 2022 at 4:00 p.m. at the 
Justice Center.
nThe Monroe County 
Historical Society’s Annual 
Membership Meeting will 
be held Thursday May 12, 
2022 at 6pm in the Monroe 
County Local Museum 200 
W. Main in Sparta.
nThe Monroe County 
Economic Development and 
Tourism Committee will 
meet on Thur., May 12, 2022 
at 8:30 a.m. in the Board 
Assembly Room.
nThe Sanitation, Planning 
& Zoning, & Dog Control 
Committee will meet on 
Mon., May 16, 2022 at 6:00 
p.m. at the Justice Center.



DEBRA K. SHEIRE
May 6, 2022

 SPARTA - Debra K. 
Sheire, 64, of Sparta, died 
Friday, May 6, 2022 at her 
home.
 A Celebration of Debra’s 
life will be held at a later 

time. 
 L a n h a m - S c h a n h o f e r 
Funeral Home and 
Cremation, Sparta, is 
assisting the family with 
arrangements.  
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Celebration 
for Life

for

Richard Huber
May 14th   12 to 3
at the American 

Legion 1116 Angelo 
Rd, Sparta

Ruby E. (Gajewsky) 
Amundson

November 30, 1923   -   
May 10, 2003

So may things have happened
Since you were called away.
So many things to share with 

you
Had been left to stay.

Every day in some small way
Memories of you come our 

way;
Though absent, you, are ever 

near,
Still missed, loved, always 

dear.

It has been 19 years since 
you left us suddenly on the 

Saturday evening of Mother’s 
Day weekend. We miss you, 
Mom, and love you so very 

much!! Hope you had a Happy 
Mother’s Day in Heaven!!

P.S.  Happy Anniversary, too!  
(May 17th) Give Dad a hug and 

kiss from us. 

Love,
Chuck (Deb), Paul, and 

Paulette (David)
Grandkids, great-Grandkids, 
and great-great-Grandkids

In Loving 
Memory of

MARGO DEGENHARDT
9/16/93 - 5/10/2016

 Dearest Margo, it’s been 6 
years since you were taken 
from us and we are still trying to 
understand why. We your family 
and all your friends miss and 
love you very much. We miss 
your hugs and your crazy laugh. 
Not a day goes by you are not 
in our thoughts and prayers. We 
definitely don’t take for granted 
the little things and we think, live 
and love differently. 

Dance like nobody is watching 
Love like you will never be hurt 
Sing like nobody’s listening 
And live like it’s heaven on earth

Our family chain is broken and 
nothing seems the same, but 
as God calls us one by one, the 
chain will link again.

Margo******Polo

Love,
Mom, Dad, Quincy, Neca, 

Killian, Logan, Natalie
And all your family and 

friends

In Memory of

 
 

WAYNE KEITH CLOSE
November 25, 2021

 Wayne Keith Close 
passed away peacefully 
Thanksgiving Day morning 
(November 25, 2021)  at 
Tomah Health with his wife, 
Nancy, at his side. 
 A Memorial Service will 
be held on Saturday, May 
14, 2022, 11:00 AM at 
St. Paul Lutheran Church 
in Tomah, WI, followed 
by military honors by the 
Grassman-Sowle-Larsen-
Senz American Legion 
Post #201.  Relatives and 

friends are invited for a 
time of visitation on Sat at 
the church from 10:00 AM 
until the time of the service.  
Burial will be in South Ridge 
Lutheran Cemetery, Ontario, 
Wisconsin.
 The Sonnenburg 
Family Funeral Home is 
assisting the family with 
arrangements. Online 
condolences can be offered 
to the family by visiting 
www.sonnenburgfamilyfh.
com

CHARLES IVAN MCLENDON
July 13, 1946 — May 4, 2022

 NORWALK - Charles 
Ivan McLendon, 75, of rural 
N o r w a l k , 
WI, passed 
a w a y 
Wednesday, 
May 4, 
2022, at 
Gundersen 
L u t h e r a n 
M e d i c a l 
Center in 
La Crosse, WI.  Charles was 
born to Cecil and Dorothy 
(Short) McLendon, July 13, 
1946. He went to elementary 
school at the O’Connel 
School, rural Ontario.  He 
attended Brookwood his 
freshman year and then 
finished high school at the 
Miller County School in 
Georgia.
 Ivan married Judy 
Lindberg in April of 2000.  
Together they made their 
home outside of Norwalk 
on a hobby farm where they 
raised their children. 
 Ivan worked for his father 
at the meat plant, it was 
the only job he was ever 
fired from.  He loved to be 
outdoors, fishing, hunting, 
and gardening and enjoyed 
sharing the abundance of his 
hard work.  He always had 
marbles in his pockets so 
that people could not accuse 
him of losing his marbles.  
Ivan was well known for 
joking and teasing people 
he was with and would do 
about anything for a laugh.  
Ivan loved telling his kids 
that they were all flower 
children, some day ask them 
to tell you why. He was dear 
friends with people from 
many different cultures 
and ethnicities. Ivan was a 

loving husband, father and 
grandfather who will be 
missed by many.
 Ivan is survived by his 
mom, Dorothy McLendon; 
wife of 22 years, Judy; 
children, Alen McLendon, 
Darlene White, Charles 
Lovering, Alettie Mueller, 
Jared McLendon, Jeanne 
McLendon, Darrin 
McLendon, Erin McLendon, 
Dorthy McLendon, Suzi 
McLendon, Brandy 
McLendon, Jamie and Jake 
Lemke; grandchildren, 
Hunter Clark-McLendon, 
Daniel Landrum, Hannah and 
Sarah McLendon, Ashton 
and Aliyah McLendon, 
Karter Newman, Wylan, 
Leala and Everett Mueller, 
Ryker Packey, and Jaylynn 
Lemke; great-grandson, Asa 
Landrum; siblings, Gary 
McLendon, Vonda Coleman, 
and Rita McVey; a special 
uncle, Dean Short; along 
with many nieces, nephews, 
other relatives and friends.
 Ivan was preceded in 
death by his father Cecil 
McLendon; and a sister 
Donna Rosier.
 Funeral Services will be 
held Sunday, May 8, 2022, 
1:00 p.m. at the Torkelson 
Funeral Home, 720 Madison 
St, Ontario, WI. Speaker 
Ron Doll will officiate. 
Burial will follow in the 
Mount Tabor Cemetery, 
rural Kendal, WI. Family 
and friends are invited for 
visitation Sunday from 
11:00 a.m. until the time of 
service.
 Online condolences 
may be offered at www.
torkelsonfuneralhome.com. 
Torkelson Funeral Home

Charles 
McLendon

STEVEN M. GREEN
November 4, 1954 — May 4, 2022

 SPARTA - Steven M. 
Green, 67, of Sparta, WI 
passed away peacefully 
on May 4, 2022 at Mayo 
Hospital in La Crosse, WI 
with his family by his side, 
after a courageous year 
long battle with Lewy Body 
Dementia.
 Steven was born 
November 4, 1954 to 
Rolland and Rita (Bobst) 
Green. He grew up in 
Sparta and graduated from 
Sparta High School. Most 
of his adult life was spent 
being a mechanic at various 
places until his retirement 
in November 2020. His 
favorite place to work was at 
Syverson’s Service Station 
in Sparta with his boss, 
Jimmy. My, the stories he 
would come home with from 
that man. He truly loved his 
job there.
 On February 14, 1987, he 
was united in marriage to 
Stacy Walters. They were 
blessed with a beautiful 
daughter, Nicole Lynn.
 Steven enjoyed watching 
NASCAR races, working 
on vehicles and projects in 
the garage, sitting on the 
deck watching traffic, and 

spending time with their 4 
beautiful grandchildren.
 Steven is survived 
by his wife of 35 years, 
Stacy; the love of his life 
daughter, Nicole (Fiance’, 
Sean Clayton) Green; 
grandchildren, Brady, 
Ava, Nora, and Sawyer 
Clayton; sister, Sheryl 
Rhymer; brothers, Brian 
(Denise) Green and Eric 
(Becky) Green; sisters-
in-law, Stephany (Ralph) 
Rostkowski and Sheryl 
Brooks; uncle, Walt (Kris) 
Bobst; and several nieces, 
nephews, cousins, relatives, 
and friends.
 Steven was preceded in 
death by his parents; brother, 
Michael; and brothers-in-
law, Steven Walters, Jeffrey 
Church, and Terry Brooks.
 It was Steven’s request that 
no services be held. Online 
condolences may be offered 
at www.schanhoferfh.com
 L a n h a m - S c h a n h o f e r 
Funeral Home and 
Cremation, Sparta, is 
assisting the family with 
arrangements.  

Lanham-Schanhofer 
Funeral Home and 

Cremation

FOREST J. PETERSON
January 6, 2022

 TOMAH - Forest J. 
Peterson, 80 of Tomah passed 
away on Thursday, January 6, 
2022, at Gundersen Lutheran 
Medical Center, LaCrosse. 
 A Memorial Service will 
be held on Thursday, May 
12, 2022, 3:00 P.M. at the 
Oasis Church, 22547 State 
Highway 21 Tomah. Pastor 

Steve Brown will  officiate.  
Burial will be alongside 
his wife in the Brookside 
Cemetery.
 Relatives and friends are 
invited to call from 1:30 P.M. 
until the time of the service. 
Online condolences can be 
offered by visiting www.
sonnenburgfamilyfh.com

KENNETH G. KOEBERNICK
March 28th, 1936 — May 5th, 2022

 WILTON - Kenneth G. 
Koebernick of Wilton, WI 
passed away on Wednesday, 
May 5th, 
2022 after 
reaching the 
age of 86 
years old.
 K e n n e t h 
was able to 
stay in his 
c h i l d h o o d 
home up 
until the final few weeks 
of his life when his health 
began to spiral downward 
quickly. He died peacefully 
at Serenity House in Tomah, 
WI.
 Kennth was born March 
28th, 1936 to George and 
Sophie Koebernick of 
Wilton, WI.
 After graduation, he 
attended UW Madison and 
then moved to Milwaukee 
where he worked in finance 
until he was drafted in 
1958. During his time in the 
Armed Forces, he was able 
to visit Korea and Japan. 
This experience instilled in 
him a love for travel. His 
adventures took him fishing 
in Canada and to various 
places in the US including the 
Grand Canyon, Washington, 
Wyoming, Colorado, and the 
Dakotas.
 After his discharge, he 
returned home to Wilton 
where he took over the 
family farm for many years. 
Eventually he left farming 
and spent the rest of his 
career working at the bank in 
Wilton. We’ve heard many 
stories of people receiving 
loans from Uncle Kenny 
when no other lenders would 
work with them. He gave 
loans based not on credit 
scores but on faith and trust 
in the human spirit. He was 
our very own “ George 
Baily”.
 Kenny loved to play piano 
and organ and spent many 
hours listening to his favorite 
record albums. He loved 
to look through old photo 
albums and reminisce about 
old times and the people and 
places he missed. He was an 
amateur wine maker and had 
a green thumb. He loved to 
spend his evenings admiring 
the things he’d planted and 
nurtured in his yard.
 He loved to go for long 
drives and point out places 
he remembered. In these 
moments his mind sparkled 
with wonder and gratitude 
for the beauty of God’s 

landscape. He never took for 
granted where he came from.
 Kenny was a member of 
St. Paul’s Lutheran church in 
Wilton, WI where he taught 
Sunday school for many 
years, played the organ and 
was even known to deliver 
a sermon from time to time. 
He was a good friend to 
everyone and he touched 
the lives of many people 
with his kind and generous 
spirit. Taking care of both his 
aging parents and numerous 
elderly family members and 
friends. He never had a lot of 
material wealth, but Uncle 
Kenny was rich in friendship.
 He loved animals and they 
loved him. His dog Buddy 
and his cat (KC) slept with 
him every night and are 
surely missing his gentle 
presence.
 His life was a living 
example of Ephesians 
4:32- “And be kind and 
compassionate to one 
another, forgiving one 
another, just as God also 
forgave you in Christ.”
 He is preceded in death 
by his parents, George 
and Sophie (Wendorf) 
Koebernick, sisters, Grace 
Shell of Cumberland, Silvia 
Von Ruden of Norwalk, and 
Marion Jackson of Tomah. 
And a nephew, Ronald 
Koebernick of Whitewater.
 He is survived by his 
nephew and long term 
caregiver, Theodore 
Koebernick of Wilton, his 
nephew Terry Koebernick 
and wife Cindy. And several 
great nieces and nephews, as 
well as many other beloved 
family members and friends.
 There will be a visitation 
at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
in Wilton, WI on Sunday, 
May 15 from 4-7 p.m. and 
Monday, May 16 from 10-11 
a.m. with funeral services to 
follow.
 Burial will be in the 
church cemetery with 
military honors by the 
Hanson-Stark-Leath-Paeth 
American Legion Post #508 
followed by a celebration of 
life luncheon at the Wilton 
American Legion.
 In lieu of flowers, please 
send donations to St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Cemetery.
 Smith Nelson Funeral 
Home is assisting the family.  
Online condolences can be 
offered by visiting www.
sonnenburgfamilyfh.com 

Smith Nelson 
Funeral Home

Kenneth 
Koebernick

RICHARD C. BEVER
February 11, 2022

 SPARTA - Richard C. 
Bever, 78, of Holmen, died 
Friday, February 11, 2022 
at Gundersen Lutheran 
Medical Center, La Crosse, 
with family at his side. 
 A graveside service, with 
military honors provided 
by VFW Post 2112 and 
American Legion Post 
100, will be held at 11 
a.m. on Saturday, May 
14, 2022 in Woodlawn 

Cemetery, Sparta, with 
Reverend Loretta Waughtal 
officiating. In lieu of 
flowers, memorials in 
Dick’s honor are preferred. 
Online condolences 
may be offered at www.
schanhoferfh.com
 L a n h a m - S c h a n h o f e r 
Funeral Home and 
Cremation, Sparta, is 
assisting the family with 
arrangements. 

KATHLEEN M. HARRISON
November 15, 1938 — May 2, 2022

 Kathleen M. Harrison, 83, 
passed away on Monday, 
May 2, 2022, at the Morrow 
Home in Sparta, Wisconsin. 
Kay was born on November 
15, 1938, the daughter of 
James and Zora Welch in 
Wilton, Wisconsin. 
 Kay graduated as 
salutatorian of Wilton High 
School in 1956. Kay and 
Richard Harrison were 
married in Wilton in 1959. 
They lived their entire 
married life in Janesville 
until divorcing in 1998. Kay 
worked and volunteered 
at Hedberg Library for 30 
years, retiring in 2019. In 
October 2021, Kay moved to 
the Morrow Home assisted 
living in Sparta for the last 
several years.
 Kay was preceded in death 
by her daughter Lisa, her 
son Scott, her parents, her 
brothers Pat and Ted, and her 
bother-in-law Chuck Moore.
 She is survived by Lisa’s 
husband, Josh Gray, and 
their children, Adam, Jacob, 
and Hannah; her son, Don 
(Jane), and their children, 
Henry and Walter; Kay 
is further survived by her 

siblings Tom (Mary) , her 
sister Mary Moore, and 
brother Tim (Donna), 2 
sisters-in-law, Nancy and 
Mary Welch, her many 
nieces and nephews, and 
other relatives and friends.
 A Mass of Christian 
Burial will be celebrated 
on Saturday, May 14, 2022, 
1:30 P.M. at St John the 
Baptist Catholic Church, 
504 Enderby Ave., Wilton. 
Father John Ofori-Domah 
will officiate.  Burial will 
be in St John’s Cemetery in 
Wilton.
 Relatives and friends are 
invited to call at St. John 
the Baptist Catholic Church 
on Saturday from 12:30 
P.M. until the time of the 
service. The Smith-Nelson 
Funeral Home, Wilton is 
assisting the family with 
the arrangement. Online 
condolences may be sent to 
www.sonnenburgfamilyfh.
com
 Memorials in lieu of 
flowers can be given to 
the Hedberg Library in 
Janesville, WI

Smith-Nelson 
Funeral Home
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By KYLE EVANS
Interim Editor

A special meeting of the 
Sparta Area School District’s 
Board of Education will be 
held on Tuesday May 10 in the 
Meadowview Middle School 
Auditorium. 

According to the agenda, 
in closed session, there 
will be discussion and 
possible action regarding an 
individual’s employment; 
considering employment, 
promotion, compensation, or 
performance evaluation data 
of any public employee over 
which the governmental body 
has jurisdiction or exercises 
responsibility.

Also on the agenda is for the 
board to come out of closed 
session and make a decision 
or announce decisions made in 
closed session.

Sparta School board 
meets Tuesday

In a Special meeting on 
March 29, in closed session, 
the board placed an employee 
on administrative leave 
during an investigation and 
hired a third party to do an 
investigation.

On March 31, 
superintendent Dr. Amy Van 
Deuren sent a letter to district 
staff stating, “I wanted to let 
you know that I will be out 
of the office temporarily for 
personal reasons. While I 
am away, please direct any 
district-related questions to 
the high school Principal Sam 
Russ.”

Superintendent Dr. Amy 
Van Deuren has not been at 
any meetings since then. 

It is unclear at this time 
whether the investigation and 
the superintendent’s absence 
are connected. 

CAROL F. HANSON
January 13, 1939 — May 6, 2022

 TOMAH - Carol F. 
Hanson, age 83, of Tomah, 
Wisconsin, 
passed away 
Friday, May 
6, 2022, at 
the Serenity 
House in 
Tomah.  She 
was born 
January 13, 
1939, to Arthur and Lila 
(Becker) Kilgore in Grand 
Forks, ND. 
 Carol enjoyed doing 
crafts and was willing to try 
anything new.  Spending 
time outdoors and gardening 
was a favorite pastime.  
More than anything she 
loved spending time with 
her family and friends.   
 She is survived by her 
children, Lowell (Cynthia) 
Hanson Jr. of Buffalo, KY, 
Peter (Marina) Hanson 
of Viroqua, WI, Kathleen 
Hanson of Raton, NM, Kim 
(Steve) Eades of Warrens, 
WI, Erik Hanson of Eding, 
ND, Heidi (Gary) Schmidt 
of New Richmond, WI,  
Holly McConaughey of 
Clayton, WI, Josi (Shane) 
Haerr, Elysia Semmerling 

and Cachia (Scott) Parks 
all of Haiku, Hawaii, many 
grandchildren and great 
grandchildren, brothers, 
Charles Kilgore and David 
(Jane) Kilgore, a special 
friend, Char O’Brian of 
Haiku, Hawaii, nieces, 
nephews, other relatives 
and friends. 
 She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Arthur and Lila, a sister, 
Ardith Spitznas, grandsons, 
Sterling Eades and Matthias 
N. Hanson, granddaughter, 
Skylar Eades, and son-in-
law, Brad McConaughey.  
 A Celebration of Life 
will be held Tuesday, 
May 10, 2022, from 4:00 
p.m. until 7:00 p.m. at the 
Torkelson Funeral Home 
in Tomah. Memorials in 
Carol’s memory may be 
given to the Serenity House 
in Tomah. 
 The Torkelson Funeral 
Home of Tomah is 
assisting the family with 
arrangements. 
 Online condolences 
are available at www.
torkelsonfuneralhome.com.  
Torkelson Funeral Home

Carol Hanson

DALE T. ROWAN
January 5, 1930 — May 6, 2022

 TOMAH - Dale T. Rowan, 
92, of Tomah, died Friday, 
May 6, 
2022, at 
L i b e r t y 
V i l l a g e , 
Tomah.  He 
was born 
January 5, 
1930, to 
John and 
Zelma (Birkholz) Rowan. 
He was a member of the 
1947 graduating Class of 
Tomah High School.  
 He was united in marriage 
to Norma Jean Stoddard 
on October 15, 1955.  She 
preceded him in death on 
December 8, 2017. He 
joined the U.S. Army in 
1956 and was stationed in 
Japan. Upon returning to 
the Warrens/Tomah area, 
he purchased a farm where 
he started with dairy cattle 
and then later moved to beef 
cattle and row crops. He also 
began working at Union 
Camp plastic factory where 
he worked for 30 years 
before retiring in 1985.
 Dale also served at 
the Town of Lincoln 
Chairman for 38 years.  
He was very proud of his 
accomplishments and many 
years of service to the 
township and the Town of 
Lincoln Fire Department.
 He enjoyed going to 
dances in his younger years 
and his love of polka music 
and dancing was known to 
all his friends.  He was also 
a life-long Chicago Cubs 
fan and seeing them win the 
World Series in 2016 was a 
long waited for event.  Dale 
played baseball for years and 

started the Jellystone Bears 
team that played from the 
park in Warrens. He loved 
to travel, ranging from car 
rides with his family to later 
enjoying casino bus trips 
after retirement. He also 
enjoyed playing cards of any 
kind.
 He is survived by his son 
Michael (Vicki) Rowan of 
North Carolina, and daughter 
Susan (Jerry) Bloom of 
Oakdale.  Grandchildren 
Sydney, EmmaJean, Griffin 
Rowan and Andrew, 
Timothy, and  Michael 
Bloom.  He was blessed with 
7 great grandchildren.
 In addition to his wife, he 
was preceded in death by his 
sister Janice Kalms. 
 A Memorial Service will 
be held on Friday, May 13, 
2022, 10:00 A.M. at the 
Sonnenburg Family Funeral 
Home, 801 E. Monowau St. 
Tomah.  Pastor Dennis Frost 
will officiate. Relatives and 
friends are invited to call on 
Friday at the Sonnenburg 
Family Funeral Home from 
9:00 A.M. until the time of 
the service.  
 A celebration of life 
will be held at the KC Hall 
immediately following the 
service.  
 Interment will be at 
3:30 PM at Warrens Mill 
Cemetery with military 
honors.  
 Memorials could be sent 
to the Town of Lincoln 
Fire department or Hospice 
Touch.  Online condolences 
may be given at www.
sonnenburgfamilyfh.com

Sonnenburg Family 
Funeral Home

Dale Rowan

Take ownership and quit blaming others
Dear Editor:

This letter is in response to Colin Burns-Gilbert’s (GBG) 
speech on the failed operating referendum on April 26 at 
the monthly meeting of Sparta Area School District Board of 
Education.

The failed referendum was not an agenda item and his 
comments should have been stopped, as they were out of order. 
Instead the newly elected President allowed it. 

CBG’s reference of the failed referendum as a result of “no 
effort” leaders in the community spreading confusion and adding 
doubt, is misleading. These concerned citizens had numerous 
questions; they attended special board meetings, committee 
meetings, and the regular board meetings. They participated 
in public input, made phone calls and sent e-mails to board 
members and administration. In many cases the responses were 
misleading or completely ignored.

How many referendum votes were lost to reckless, 
irresponsible spending?

CBG pushed for giving another day off to the teachers, even 
with the student achievement scores being the lowest in the area. 
This costs the district $100k in lost productions; at the same time 
the district is asking for $2.1 million to cover the budget deficit.

CBG also referenced a straightforward referendum; the 
referendum was anything but straight forward. Less than 10% of 
the budget was brought forward to the board for possible budget 
cuts. $100k was for math textbooks that weren’t scheduled to be 
purchased until the following year. In regard to the $2.1 million 
referendum, multiple concerned citizens, including the “no 
effort” leaders and myself, asked where the monies would be 
specifically allocated. Again, no straight answers were given or 
we were completely ignored. How many votes were lost due to 
this ignorance or neglect?

CBG just might want to take some ownership in his decision 
making and quit blaming others. 

James Rasmussen
Sparta

National debt is a big problem
Dear Editor:

Our country cannot continue to spend our way into prosperity. 
We are more than $30T in debt with another $169T in unfunded 
liabilities (Social Security, Medicare, etc). We have already 
mortgaged our children’s and grandchildren’s future. Ross Perot 
ran for president in 1992 sounding the alarm on the pending debt 
crisis when the National Debt was $4T. He was quoted as saying 
“The debt is like a crazy aunt we keep down in the basement. All 
the neighbors know she’s there, but nobody wants to talk about 
her.” Check out the Debt Clock (usdebtclock.org) and watch the 
ticking time bomb in real time.

Interest rates have been quite low for many years but the 
Federal Reserve raised the cost of borrowing to curb inflation. 
The current inflation rate is 8.5%. Mortgage rates are rising and 
so is the cost of paying off our National Debt. When Treasury 
Rates were running close to zero percent, the cost of borrowing 
was low. Currently, for every percent of interest paid on our 
$30T Debt, we pay $300B in interest. The current rate for a 30-
year Treasury Bond is 3.03%. Six months ago, the rate was 2%. 
So this year, we expect to pay more than $900B in interest alone. 
By the way, Federal Tax Revenue for FY2021 was only $3.86T 
(estimated). 

So you see that we have a big problem that no one is talking 
about. 

Did you know that Monroe County budgets have nearly 
doubled in the last ten years. Much of the growth is a result 
of trickle down grants and programs that originate at federal 
and state levels. Monroe County has also done its share of 
borrowing for projects like the Justice Center, Rolling Hills 
and Road Projects. The federal largess will eventually dry up. 
County government must recognize this reality soon and begin 
to prioritize our response to this pending fiscal nightmare.

Doug Rogalla
Kendall

Over the last few years, 
school board members,  town 
supervisors, city aldermen 
and county supervisors have 
had a rough go of it. These 
members think that they are 
trying to do what’s best for 
the school district, village, 
city, or county, whether you 
agree with them or not. 

It seems as though every 
major decision lately has half 
of the public on one side and 
half on the other. There are 
pros and cons to be considered 
with every decision. The 
major division comes when 
not all of the pros and cons 
are laid out for the public, 
board, or council. 

The public gets to bring its 
input to a board or council, 
but ultimately the board or 
council makes the decisions. 
They make these decisions 
based on what they think is 

best for their school district, 
township, village, city, or 
county. 

The government officials 
can ask administration 
for more information, but 
sometimes it’s hard to think 
of things on the spot. So 
maybe sometimes they vote 
on things without all of the 
pertinent information and 
just the information that 
administration has presented 
them. Administration is 
interviewed, screened and 
hired by a board or council 
that was elected by the public 
in a democracy.

If members of the public 
do not like the way things 
are being run, they have the 
freedom to move or switch 
school districts. Cast your 
vote for someone else next 
time, or maybe it’s time for 
you to throw your hat into the 
ring!

These officials are elected 
to make the tough decisions. 
Tough decisions can be very 
controversial but ultimately 
they make the decisions, 
whether you like the decision 
they made or not. There 
is no need to put fear into 
board or council members 
for decisions to be made or 
that have been made. All 
emotions need to be left at the 
door before meetings. These 
officials need to be able to 
sit down and do what they’re 
elected to do. They have to 
use critical thinking, common 
sense and math to come up 
with the decisions.

These officials do not do 
this for the money, because 
there isn’t much to be made 
being on any of these boards 
or councils. These people 
do this for the greater good 
of the school district, city, 
township, village or county. 

These government officials 
all have their own lives to 
live too, whether that be a 
full-time job, family, other 
organizations, or all of the 
above. 

Controversy makes for 
juicy news stories, but I’d 
much rather write news 
stories about good things 
going on in our communities. 
So come together, we’re all 
on the same team 

A thank you needs to go out 
to all school, county, village, 
and township board members 
and city alderman for doing 
what they do. They don’t have 
to do this and can resign at any 
time, but they do this for the 
greater good. If you don’t like 
what the government officials 
do, so be it. Life sucks, get 
involved or move on. You, as 
a member of the public have 
rights and freedoms to do 
with what you want.

Letters to the Editor

We’re all on the same team

because of the amount of fire 
involvement.

Fire crews were able to 
extinguish the fire and started 
the search for the victims.

Crews were hampered as the 
second floor fell into the first 
floor and crews had to search 
through the debris to locate the 
victims.

Arnold said he was told 
that 4 victims were in the 
house and were on the second 
floor of the home. Another 
family member was using the 
bathroom and tried to alert 
other family members to get 
out and went to a neighbor’s 
home and called 911 to report 
the fire.

All 4 victims were found 
and several pets were also 
found on the first floor.

According to a Facebook 
post, the parents of the children 
and owners of the house are 
Danielle and Matt Coats. They 
lost four of their six children 
in the fire.

Assisting the Fire 
Department was the Monroe 
County Sheriff’s Office, Black 
River Falls Fire Department, 
Black River Falls EMS, 
Sparta Ambulance Service, 
Gunderson Air, Cataract 
1st Responders, Melrose 
Fire Department, Jackson 
Electric, Monroe County 

911 Center, Monroe County 
Medical Examiner, State Fire 
Marshal’s Office and Chaplain 
Jeff Skinner.

Fire Chief Mike Arnold 
and the State Fire Marshal’s 
office investigated all day on 
Friday. They have concluded 
an area of origin which would 
explain the kids couldn’t 
get down from the second 
floor. The cause of the fire is 
still under investigation. The 
Sparta Area Fire District, State 
Fire Marshal’s office, and 
the insurance company will 
continue the investigation for 
a potential cause of the fire. 

More information will 
be released later on the 
investigation.

Community outpours 
support for fire victims family 

According to a gofundme 
page, called Prayers for the 
Coats Family, which was 
started by Matt Coats’ brother-
in-law, Dennis Larsen to 
help the family with funerals 
and memorials, as of this 
(Monday) morning the total 
of donations to the gofundme 
page is over $135,000. There 
are over 1,700 people that have 
contributed donations. The 
goal is $150,000, according to 
the page. To donate visit www.
gofundme.com and search 
Prayers for the Coats Family.
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By Larry Scheckel

April 2022 has been a busy 
month for the Tomah Knights 
of Columbus Council 4125 as 
they continue their mission 
of community service and 
charitable contributions and 
living up to the four pillars of 
the core beliefs of the Knights 
of Columbus: charity, unity, 
fraternity, and patriotism.

Knight and Family of the 
Month 

The Knight of the Month 
for May 2022 is Brother Alex 
Knoepker. Alex grew up in 
Warrens as a member of St. 
Andrew Parish, and then 
Queen of the Apostles when 
St. Andrew merged with St. 
Mary Parish of Tomah. Music 
is a staple and passion of his 
life and is clearly one of his 
primary gifts. He played in 
the band throughout high 
school as well as served 
as accompanist at Sunday 
Masses. Alex attended UW-
Eau Claire and continued to 
provide his musical talents 
for Queen of the Apostles 
Parish on the weekends. After 
graduation from college, he 
spent a year as band director 
in Grafton, WI, before being 
hired for the same position 
at his alma mater in Tomah 
starting in the fall of 2021. He 
continues to plan and provide 
liturgical music for Queen of 
the Apostles and assists with 
all aspects of the care of St. 
Andrew Church. 

The Family of the Month 
for May 2022 is Tom and 
Mary Jean Wolf. Brother 
Tom is a very active member 
of the Knights of Columbus 
Council 4125 and Queen of 
the Apostles Parish. He has 
served on the parish council, 
the Deanery Pastoral Council 
for the Diocese of La Crosse, 
the Fourth Diocese of La 
Crosse Synod, and currently 
serves on the Rural Life 
Committee for the Diocese 
of La Crosse. Brother Tom 
was a Charter Member and 
past Grand Knight of the 
Wilton-Kendall Council 
10158 as well as Family Life 
Chair. He currently serves 
as the Faithful Navigator of 
the Fourth Degree Assembly 
1902. Brother Tom is quick to 
volunteer to help with council 
events and leads the rosary 
most Sundays before 7:30 am 
Mass. He also assists sexton 
Kevin Kuderer at the St. 
Mary’s Cemetery. Lady Mary 
Jean is a graduate of Tomah 

The Knightly News
A monthly column about the Tomah Knights of Columbus

High School and worked as 
a CNA at the Tomah Care 
Center. She also served as a 
catechist and the Coordinator 
of Religious Education for 
St. John’s in Wilton for many 
years.

Tootsie Roll Drive
KC members conducted the 

annual Tootsie Roll Drive on 
April 29, April 30, and May 
1, with volunteers at Wal Mart 
and Molter’s stores. District 
Deputy David Dechant 
spearheads this important 
charity event. Monies collected 
are given to Handishop 
Industries, Special Olympics, 
and the Lions Summer Camp 
at Rosholt, Wisconsin, which 
provides camping experiences 
for youth afflicted with vision 
and hearing problems, autism, 
epilepsy, diabetes, and those 
with intellectual disabilities. 

Bloodmobile at the KC 
Hall

Scott Friell, 
Donor Recruitment 
Representative for the 
American Red Cross, thanks 
the Knights of Columbus for 
the continual use of the KC 
Hall. The Red Cross met their 
goal of 36 pints on April 21. 
Knights Mike Kelly, Tom Frei, 
and Frank DiBenedetto helped 
register donors. Mike Kelly 
was a Power Red (double red 
cell) donor.

State Charity Raffle
Brother Tom Baumgarten 

is in charge of the annual KC 
State Council Charity Raffle. 
All tickets and monies have 

Lady Shirley Dechant is one half of the Dechant double 
that supports the Tootsie Roll Campaign. Contributed 
photo.

Brother Larry Dechant has volunteered as a KC member 
for many decades. Contributed photo.

Mike Arttus has volunteered for many years for the annual 
KC Tootsie Roll Drive. Contributed photo.

Brother Mike Kelly mans the computer that registered 
blood donors at the April 21 Red Cross Bloodmobile drive 
held at the Tomah Knights of Columbus Hall. Contributed 
photo.

Faithful Scribe, Sir Knight 
Tom Baumgarten, records 
the minutes of all Tomah 
Fourth Degree Fr. Heindl 
Assembly 1902 meetings. 
Sir Knight Tom has been 
Faithful Scribe for many 
years. Contributed photo.

been turned in and we await 
word if any local ticket holder 
will drive away in a 2022 
Ford F150 XLT SuperCab, 
or take $50,000 instead. 
Perhaps a Tomah area ticket-
purchaser may tool down the 
road in a Harley-Davidson 
Motorcycle or take the 
$25,000 second prize or may 
win one of the 98 cash awards 
of $500. Proceeds from this 
raffle allow the State KCs to 
pay out a half million dollars 
for charity work each year.  
Forty percent of the gross 
sales are returned to the local 
councils to help victims of 
accidents, illness, and fires. 
The drawing takes place at 

the Knights of Columbus State 
Conference on May 2, 2022, 
at the Chula Vista Resort in 
Wisconsin Dells. You may 
not be a raffle winner, but be 
assured your dollars went to 
help others.  

Family Promise
Queen of the Apostles 

Parish is one of several 
church groups that hosts 
Family Promise, a national 
nonprofit organization. The 
Queen of the Apostles Parish 
hosted a family for the week 
of February 13-20. The 
family: Father, Mother, and 
five children were housed 
overnight at the KC Hall on 
Juneau Street. The parents 

were off to work during the 
day and the children attended 
school. The KC Hall in Tomah 
will host a family of eight for 
the week of May 15-22. 

Spaghetti Supper and 
Bingo

The Knights of Columbus 
Hall on Juneau Street is a busy 
place on the first Saturday of 
the month. KC members start 
serving a generous portion of 
spaghetti, with garlic bread, 
at 5 p.m. The $6 dinner 
comes with coffee, milk, 
water, or juice. Patrons enjoy 
playing Bingo starting at 7 
p.m. Desserts are available 
to purchase at the mid-break. 
There is a 50-50 raffle. April  

attendance was 85, down a 
bit from March, due to nasty 
Spring weather. The monthly 
Spaghetti Supper and Bingo 
is an excellent fund raiser 
for Council 4125 and allows 
monies to go to numerous 
local charities.  

A d o p t - a - H i g h w a y 
Cleanup

Tomah KC volunteers pick 
up trash twice a year along a 
stretch of Highway 12 west of 
Oakdale. Brother Knight Jim 
Weinzatl has managed this 
community service for many 
years. We’ll be out there 
on Highway 16 in the early 
evening of Thursday, May 19 
and again in October. 

UPCOMING AREA 
EVENTS POLICY: Groups 
that earn profits from 
their event are asked to 
place a display ad in the 
MC Herald in order to be 
included in “Upcoming 
Area Events.” Any non-
profit adult organization 
or church will get a 25% 
discount on advertising. 
Half price ads are available 
for second run. There 
is no charge for youth 
groups. Items placed in 
“Upcoming Area Events” 
cannot contain prices, 
and the word “raffle” 
is prohibited. Regular 
consumption events
must be run as a 
paid advertisement. 
We appreciate your 
cooperation. Call 608-
269-9797 to place your 
item or e-mail to julie@
monroecountyherald.
com   

—————
 S.A.C.S. (Sparta 
Area Cancer Support) 
PLANNING MEETING for 
the 2022 Walk/Rally will be 
held Monday May 9th 6:00 
PM at EVANS BOSSHARD 
PARK. 2022 Walk/Rally 
will be held on August 5th 
at Evans Bosshard Park. 
Honorary Chairpersons will 

be introduced. T-shirt order 
forms and tickets will be 
available. Volunteers are 
needed to make this year’s 
Walk a Success.

—————
 History of the Tomah 
Indian School public 
program, Thursday, May 
12, at 7:00 PM at the Monroe 
County Local History Room 
& Museum, 200 W. Main 
St., Sparta. For more info 
call 608-269-8680 or visit 
www.Facebook.com/mclhr.

—————
 Sparta Area Cancer 
Support Team River 
Bank will be having a 
FUNDRAISER at Papa 
Murphy’s in Sparta on Thur., 
May 12, 2022. A donation 
will be made to S.A.C.S. 
when you mention them at 
checkout!

—————
 ART AT THE MANOR, 
901 McLean Ave, Tomah, 
Apartments 308 & 309. 
Saturday, May 14th from 
10:00 AM until 2:00 PM.

—————
 COFFEE & CHAT BOOK 
CLUB, Tuesday, May 17 @ 
11:00am - 12:00pm. This 
month’s adult book club 
is hosted upstairs at the 
Sparta Free Library. May’s 
book is Eleanor Oliphant 

is completely fine. Copies 
available for checkout at 
the upstairs desk.

—————
 TEEN CRAFTERNOON 
Thursday, May 19 @ 3:30 
- 5:00pm at the Sparta 
Free Library, 124 W Main 
St.

—————
 The Tri-County Chapter 
#1386 of NARFE (National 
Association of Active 
and Retired Federal 
Employees) is scheduled 
to meet at Perkins 
Restaurant, 1015 E. McCoy 
Blvd. (Hwy. 21), Tomah, 
WI, Thursday, May 19, 
2022.  Lunch is available 
at 11:30 AM – order off the 
menu.  The meeting starts 
at approximately 11:45AM.  
All members, their guests, 
and interested active & 
retired federal employees 
are welcome.

—————
 Tomah Health will be 
holding a two-day BLOOD 
DRIVE May 24 & 25 from 
noon – 5 p.m. at Tomah’s 
Recreation Park, 1625 
Butts Ave., Tomah. 

—————
 The Tomah American 
Legion Post 201 SPRING 
FLING CAR & TRUCK 
SHOW will be on Sat., May 

28, 2022 at Winnebago 
Park from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

—————
 The CLASS OF 1969 will 
have its luncheon the LAST 
Thursday of the month at 
the GREENS Restaurant 
and Bar at noon. 

—————
S.A.C.S. Fundraisers:

May 27 - Brat sale at 
Theisens 10-2
June 1 - Concert in the park 
w/ walking tacos
June 11 - Hot dog and brat 
sale at Hansens 10-2
June 25 - BBQ and brat 
sale at Theisens 10-2.

—————
 First and Third Tuesday 
evenings. St. Clare Health 
Mission of Monroe County 
provides FREE MEDICAL 
CARE for uninsured adults. 
Registration 5-6:30 p.m. 
at Mayo Clinic, 310 W. 
Main St., Sparta. For more 
information about services 
and eligibility, visit www.
stclaremonroecounty.org or 
call 608-366-5343.

—————
 SPARTA LIONS CLUB 
MEETING Meets 2nd and 
4th Mondays of the month. 
Sparta American Legion 
starting at 6:30 pm. We 
are always looking for new 
members!

—————
 SPARTA GROUP #1 
(AA) has meetings Monday 
through Fridays at NOON.  
There are also meetings 
seven days a week at 7 
p.m. and Sunday mornings 
at 10:00 a.m.  The meetings 
are held at the Masonic 
Valley Lodge on the corner 
of Montgomery and South 
Court streets.  Use the side 
entrance. Hotline Numbers: 
608-784-7560 OR 1-866-
491-8004

—————
 SECOND HARVEST 
MOBILE FOOD PANTRY 
is in Sparta on the third 
Monday of each month at 
3:30 p.m. at the Sparta 
Hockey Rink (1121 E. 
Montgomery St.); the first 
Tuesday of each month 
at 4:00 p.m. at the Tomah 
Fairgrounds (1625 Butts 

Ave.); and the fourth 
Tuesday of each month at 
10:30 a.m. at the Norwalk 
Village Hall for curb pick 
up.

—————
 Every Tuesday, 7 p.m. 
Are you struggling with 
someone else’s drinking? 
AL-ANON FAMILY 
GROUP is there to help. 
Meetings are held at the 
Sparta United Methodist 
Church, 210 N. Court St. 

—————
 SENIORS AT THE 
BARNEY CENTER, AGE 
55 AND OLDER. We play 
500, Euchre, & we will 
probably have a table of 
Pinochle. 1st Thursday of 
the month 1:00 p.m. and 
3rd Saturday pot luck & 
cards, 11:30 a.m.

—————

What’s Happening 
Upcoming Area Events
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My typing grew halting, 
then paused. I gazed out of my 
office window, trying to figure 
out how to begin my next 
Natural Connections article. 
To my surprise, I had more 
than just mottled green lawn to 
look at—a fuzzy brown bunny 
sat nibbling on the blades!

As I watched, their little 
mouth worked back and forth 
on the patch of grass, and their 
ears twitched this way and 
that, listening to the sides and 
behind—then abruptly rotated 
forward with cartoonish focus 
when a burst of laughter in 
the office filtered out through 
the glass. Was the giggling 
something for the bunny worry 
about?

A cottontail can rotate their 
ears three-quarters of the way 
around, like little satellite 
dishes picking up 
any signals that 
could mean 
danger and 
a s s e s s i n g 
t h e i r 
locat ion. 
I could 
see the 
anxiety in 
their quivering 
muscles.

It’s appropriate for the bunny 
to be on high alert—almost 
every predator eats them! 
The long list includes foxes, 
coyotes, wolves, and domestic 
dogs; bobcats, lynx, several 
types of weasels, raccoons, and 
snakes. Birds of prey might be 
their biggest threat, though. 
In some places, they are the 
primary lunch of red-tailed 
hawks. In other regions, great-
horned owls are their main foe.

Big metal predators do a 
number on the population 
of bunnies, too. A study in 
Missouri found that ten eastern 
cottontails are killed annually 
per mile of road, mostly in 
spring when the ditches green 
up before the fields. Disease 
kills another 18 percent. All 
told, only 20 percent of adult 
rabbits survive each year, and 
the mortality rate of babies 
is even higher. The average 
bunny only lives to their 
fifteenth birthday—15 months, 
that is.

It’s lucky then, that cottontail 
rabbits breed like, well, rabbits.

Rabbits reach reproductive 
maturity at three or four 
months of age, which makes 
their average lifespan seem a 
little more reasonable. Most 
females don’t breed until the 
spring following their own 
birth, but a few get started 
popping them out in their first 
summer.

Since cottontails can be 
found all the way from southern 
Canada to northern Colombia, 
their breeding season varies 
quite a bit in length—along 
with the number of litters a 
female can have in a year. In 
Wisconsin, three litters is about 
max, but in some areas they 
can manage up to seven litters 
of up to twelve kits each! One 
literature review published 
by the Colorado Division of 
Game, Fish, and Parks found 
that some females produced up 
to 35 kits per year. How is that 
even possible!?

First, gestation takes less 
than a month. Second, the doe 
(female rabbit) mates again 
soon after she gives birth. Just 
as her first litter is weaned at 
about 22 days old, her second 
litter is on its way.

I’m exhausted even typing 
that.

Of course, cottontails 
don’t do very much 
active mothering. 

Nests are only 
5 inches 

deep and 
consist of a 
scratched-

out depression 
in a clump of 
grass or under 

a bush. While 
the babies are 

born blind and with 
hardly any hair, the 

female does not 
stay in the nest 
with them, instead 

she returns just once or twice a 
day to feed them. In contrast, 
my friend’s 3-month-old baby 
is eating every 2 hours.

The adaptation that makes 
this extended feeding schedule 
possible is that cottontail milk 
is about 14 percent protein and 
35 percent fat. Rich milk is 
common among animals who 
leave their young alone for 
long periods. In comparison, 
whole milk has 3.5 percent 
fat, and human milk contains 4 
percent fat.

Baby bunnies need 
nutritious food to grow up fast 
and make more bunnies before 
they become another animal’s 
baby food!

The rabbit must have darted 
off while I was googling them, 
but soon another movement 
caught my eye. The brown 
bunny had reappeared among 
the dry leaves and stems of 
our pollinator gardens, which 
had been left alone through the 
winter to protect overwintering 
insects.

I grabbed my camera and 
zoomed in, captivated by a 
shiny black eye, those alert 
ears, and an impressively 
active nose. Twitching their 
nose up to 120 times per 
minute exposes a rabbit’s 100 
million scent receptors to the 
smells of danger.

Plus, they look adorable 
doing it.

700 words later, just look at 
how productive staring out the 
window can be!

Emily’s award-winning 
second book, Natural 
Connections: Dreaming of 
an Elfin Skimmer, is now 
available to purchase at www.
cablemuseum.org/books and 
at your local independent 
bookstore, too.

For more than 50 years, 
the Cable Natural History 
Museum has served to connect 
you to the Northwoods. Follow 
us on Facebook, Instagram, 
YouTube, and cablemuseum.
org to see what we are up to.

By Emily Stone
Naturalist and Education
Director at Cable Natural

History Museum

Natural
Connections

Natural
Connections

by EMILY M. STONE
Naturalist & Education 

Director at
Cable Natural History Museum
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Hello friends,
This week’s column is about what is 

annually one of the best weekends of my 
year and that is when I turkey hunt with 
my 21-year-old daughter Selina Walters.

Friday, April 29th

High 41, low 28
This hunt would take part on a food plot 

that Selina and I have had the privilege 
to hunt turkey on for about 15-years. It 
is located close to my house in northern 
Juneau County, has a small pond and is 
surrounded on three sides by an oak and 
pine forest.

Selina and I would be hunting in a blind 
and I was glad for that as the now normal, 
cold rain and strong winds would be the 
theme for much of our three day hunt.

I did not know if we would hunt this 
afternoon as Selina had to work and had 
class where she is a junior at UWSP. 
When she pulled in the driveway late this 
afternoon, she said she wanted to so we 
patterned her 12-gauge and it was off to 
the hunt where we did not see a bird but 
the two of us did some serious catching 
up as we simply do not get to see each 
other very much anymore.

Tonight, it was puppy time for Selina 
as Ruby’s pups are now 4-weeks old and 
pups have always been a big part of her 
life when she is home.

Saturday, April 30th

High 39, low 34
Thankfully it wasn’t raining when we 

started our hunt, but it was not long after 
and the rain started and though there 

were breaks it was 
nasty. I had put a 
camouflage tarp on 
top of our blind, 
had a heater inside 
and life was very 
good.  

There were 
turkey gobbling 
before daylight and for maybe 30-minutes 
afterwards but then they went silent. For 
me this was a morning of deep thought. 
I put it together that 28-years ago to 
the day my father passed away from an 
apparent heart attack.  I am 60, my dad 
was 60! The weekend before he passed 
away we had camped and turkey hunted 
near Mazomanee. We had plans for 
the following weekend to fish on Lake 
Michigan and yes I was writing this 
column at the time and my dad was a very 
big part of it.

On the weekend of May 22nd Selina’s 
life will change, at least for the summer. 
She will take her last final on Friday, 
and the next day two of her roommates, 
that she honestly is like sisters with, will 
graduate from UWSP. Over at UW Eau 
Claire, her longtime boyfriend, Isaac 
LaBudda, will graduate.

By Monday morning she has to be 
moved out of her home and then she will 
drive to Eureka, Montana by herself to 
start a summer internship/job with the US 
Forest Service that begins on Wednesday.   

Selina will be in northwest Montana, 
ten miles from the Canadian border and 

she told me today that she is 
buying a kayak when she gets 
there.   

So, we are enjoying life, for 
the most part we are keeping 
the rain out and we are gabbing 
away like we always do but in 
a very quiet way.

Just like that a turkey gobbles 
and it seems close, due to the forest cover 
in a lot of cases you don’t see them until 
they are in range. Both Selina and I have 
tags and just like that we see two heavy 
bodied, long beards appear and life is 
very good.

Kind of bad luck comes our way when 
they are literally walking just out of range 
around our setup. I told Selina that I would 
give a call and I let it fly, pretending that 
I was a hen just begging for some loving.

One of the toms was not quite as smart 
as the other and Selina let it fly with a 
solid turkey load and at 31-yards that 
gobbler was toast. 

Nothing mattered anymore, we would 
hunt that day, the next, and I would on 
Tuesday. Three times Selina shot turkey 
on prom weekend. Once she shot one at 
Rod Bensley’s and she has that tail in her 
room.  Her first bird, this was her ninth, 
was a double beard at the age of 11 and 
like when she heads to Montana the story 
goes on and on. I am not fibbing when I 
say this, which is something that I have 
always said, “get your kids involved in 
the outdoors and you will have a friend 
for life.”  Sunset

By
Mark Walters

An
Outdoorsman’s 

Journal

Let the Good Times Roll
(Above) Mark Walters and Selina after a very rewarding hunt.

(Left) Turkey hunting and pups, two of Selina Walters favorite 
pastimes!

Curious 
Cottontails
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TomahHealth.org

DEDICATED TO 
QUALITY COMMUNITY CARE
We are honored to be part of your health care family. It is a great reason for 
us to celebrate National Hospital Week and pledge our commitment to take 
care of you for years to come.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING STAFF FOR DEDICATED YEARS OF SERVICE.

30 Years of Service
Tim Kortbein - Rehab Services

25 Years of Service
Tracy Myhre - Administration

20 Years of Service
Carol Cornelius - Facility Services

Kim Greeno - Patient Care Coordinators

Nancy Shatek - Health Info Services

Jessica Vecchioni - Rehab Services

15 Years of Service
Bridget Burbach - Surgical Services

Todd Chapman - Pharmacy

Amanda Kress - Specialty Clinic

Kristine Muehlenkamp - Finance

Diane Prechel - Pharmacy

Britnie Rewey - Human Resources

Heidi Stalsberg - Hospice

10 Years of Service
Pam Dunwald - Acute Care

Pahl Erickson - Facility Services

Michelle Goldsmith - Rehab Services

Jennifer Hutson - Surgical Services

Emily Kuehl - Hospice

Diana Robinson - Health Info Services

Kari Schaller - Lab

5 Years of Service
Crystal Anderson - Scheduling

Ryan Bell - Info Tech Services

Shawna Burke - Employee Health

Kinsey Craig - Imaging 

Sara Eggen - Lab

Katherine Elliott - Hospice

Connor Finnigan - Nutrition

Joanna Hall - Materials Management

Molly Hall - Imaging

Kathy Kettle - Infusion

Micaela Koltermann - Acute Care

Heather Laudon - Info Tech Services

Kaelyn Laylan - Nursing Admin

Zina Morales - Info Tech Services

Josephine Piper - Infection Prevention 

Jessica Ritchart - Women’s Health

Alysse Scheitler - Specialty Clinic

Tammy Williamson - Women’s Health

Siera Williams always felt 
she had what it took to be a 
nurse and take care of people. 
She never thought her efforts 
would be recognized with a 
worldwide nursing award. 
The Tomah Health Hospice 
Touch & Life Choices 
Palliative Care registered 
nurse was named the 
hospital’s 2022 recipient of 
the internationally recognized 
DAISY Award May 6 as a 
kick off to Nurse’s Week.

The DAISY Award 
recognition program was 
established by the not-for-
profit DAISY Foundation, 
based in Glen Ellen, 
California, by family 
members in memory of 
J. Patrick Barnes, who 
died in late 1999 from 
complications of Idiopathic 
Thrombocytopenic Purpura 
(ITP), an autoimmune disease. 
Bonnie Barnes, FAAN, 
President and Co-Founder 
of The DAISY Foundation 
said the care Patrick and his 
family received from nurses 
inspired this unique means of 
thanking nurses for making a 
difference in the lives of their 
patients and patient families. 
There are over 5,000 health 
care facilities, and schools of 
nursing in all 50 states and 31 

Tomah Health Hospice, Palliative Care Nurse named Daisy Award recipient
other countries and territories 
that honor nurses with The 
DAISY Award.

“I’m very honored to receive 
this award.” Williams said. “I 
would have never dreamed 
of it. It speaks for all of us 
at Tomah Health; all of the 
nurses and all the care giving 
staff. It’s not just me that 
made this experience special 
for the family that nominated 
me. It’s a team effort for this 
family that we helped,” said 
Williams.

Siera was one of 26 
nursing staff at Tomah Health 
nominated for the award. Her 
nomination came from the 
family of a Tomah Hospice 
Touch patient who said Siera 
“saved the day” for their 
family. “She so beautifully 
and understandably described 
life’s final days to our family. 
She linked what we were 
seeing our mother’s condition 
to how she was progressing 
on her end of life journey,” the 
family wrote. They concluded 
the nomination by saying, 
“Siera is the epitome of a 
hospice nurse.”

Williams, who lives in 
Sparta, was the first Tomah 
Health Hospice Touch / Life 
Choices Palliative Care nurse 
to receive a Daisy award, and 

the sixth person to receive the 
award since the hospital first 
implemented it in 2017.

“I am so thankful to work 
for an organization like 
Tomah Health. They support 
me and my co-workers, it’s 
an amazing organization to 
work for and I’m thankful to 
be a part of it,” said Williams, 
who has been a nurse with the 
hospital’s hospice program 
two years. She started her 
career at Tomah Health as a 
surgical nurse in 2017.

Hospice Touch & Life 
Choices Palliative Care 
Director Heidi Stalsberg, MSN, 
RN,  said Siera’s recognition 
was well deserved. “Siera 
brings a culture of support 
to not only the patients and 
family members as well which 
ends up being contagious to 
our staff,” Stalsberg said. “It 
really exemplifies the fact that 
we have amazing nurses at our 
department as well,” Stalsberg 
said. 

Tomah Health chief nursing 
officer Tracy Myhre, MSN, 
RN, said Siera characterizes 
the important role that nurses 
play as well as the care 
provided to patients. “Nurses 
are the ones who are really 
building the rapport with the 
patients and the set of eyes that 

goes back to the providers,” 
Myhre said. “They really are 
the core of our team.”

Myhre said the hospital 
takes part in the DAISY 
Award because it validates the 
type of nursing care provided 
at Tomah Health. “It really 
sets the standard for nurses 
internationally so it sets that 
bar to a level of our nurses who 

Tomah Health Hospice Touch / Life Choices Palliative Care Registered Nurse Siera Williams, BSN, 
RN, left, is congratulated by Chief Nursing Officer Tracy Myhre, MSN, RN and Hospice Touch / Life 
Choices Palliative Care Director Heidi Stalsberg, MSN, RN. Williams received The Daisy Award 
during a ceremony May 6 to kick off Nurse’s Week at Tomah Health. Contributed photo.

provide the absolute best care; 
the same care that patients 
get at any large facility. I 
would argue that patients get 
even better care here because 
it is really personalized and 
special,” Myhre said.

Nurses are nominated 
for the award by patients, 
families and colleagues, and 
then chosen by a committee 

of nurses at Tomah Health 
to receive the award. Myhre 
added that patients, families 
and colleagues can nominate 
nurses for the recognition 
using a DAISY Award 
nomination form located at the 
hospital and on the hospital’s 
website at www.tomahhealth.
org. More than 180 nurses are 
part of the Tomah Health staff.
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SALES & SERVICE ON ALL BRANDS •  215 E. MADISON ST., HILLSBORO, WI • 608-489-4000

SPORTS

KRISTI BETTHAUSER
608-374-1140
NMLS#: 2005082

TASHA STEEN
608-372-7505
NMLS#: 1188567

JILL DAHLKE
608-374-1143

w w w.bankf i r s t.com MEMBER FDIC
EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

*Rates as low as 2.99% Annual Percentage Rate for loans up to $50,000 for a term up
to 84 months. 84 monthly payments of $13.21 per $1,000 borrowed. Rates as low as
3.75% Annual Percentage Rate for loans over $50,000 for a term up to 180 months. 180
monthly payments of $7.27 per $1,000 borrowed. Rates valid with a Bank First checking.
Additional lien registration or other fees may apply. Subject to credit approval. Rates
valid as of today’s date and are subject to change.

RECREATIONAL 
LOANS
CHOOSE YOUR OWN ADVENTURE!

Hit the road, the trails, or open water with our RV, 
Boat, ATV/UTV, or Snowmobile loan special.

UP TO 84 MONTHS FOR AS LOW AS

2.99%*
APR

It starts with screening, because early detection saves lives. 
With advancements in technology and a variety of screening 
options, there’s no excuse to delay. If you’re 45 or older, 
prioritize your health and discuss your colon cancer risk 
and screening options with your primary care provider.

Call 608-351-5454 to schedule an appointment. 
mayoclinichealthsystem.org

Colon cancer 
is preventable.Colon cancer 

is preventable.
It starts with screening, because early detection saves lives. 
With advancements in technology and a variety of screening 
options, there’s no excuse to delay. If you’re 45 or older, prioritize 
your health and discuss your colon cancer risk and screening 
options with your primary care provider.

Call 608-351-5454 to 
schedule an appointment. 
mayoclinichealthsystem.org

Sparta’s Tucker Smith tries to make a play on a steal attempt by Onalaska’s Wade 
Fox during Friday’s MVC contest. Herald photo by Logan Everson.
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By NATE BEIER
Sports Editor

W e ’ v e 
all done 
our fair 
share of 
lamenting 
the weather 
this spring, 
h o w e v e r, 
this past 
week and 
weekend gave us our best shot  
thus far to enjoy our spring 
sports versus enduring them.

However, I can’t help but be 
distraught at how we use our 
time. There were a number 
of area teams that didn’t take 
advantage of the best weather 
we’ve seen all season and, 
instead, chose to remain idle.

Baseball and softball teams 
are allowed 26 games during 
the regular WIAA season. 
Most area teams have 12 or 14 
games scheduled because that 
takes care of their conference 
obligations. However, the 
number of non-conference 
opportunities taken is 
surprisingly low for the vast 
majority of teams across the 
board. When you factor in 
any cancellations, that number 
drops significantly.

I draw comparisons from 
base/softball to foot/basketball 
often to point out some double 
standards and I’ll do the same 
here. In basketball, you get 24 
regular season games. Most 
teams schedule 24 and very 
few teams end up with less 
than 22 games. I think the 
thought process is that kids 
have to play the game in order 
to get better. If you’re the team 
doing just 18 games, you’re 
taking 6 chances to play and 
get better away, or the team 
next door is going to be 6 
games better than you. Yet, we 
don’t look at base/softball that 
same way.

I would argue that there’s 
more that you can only learn 
from in-game play for base/
softball because of situations, 
live pitching, etc.

We also canceled spring 
sports two years ago and I 
still think we have kids that 
have some catching up to do 
because of it. So, I ask, why 
aren’t we making quick pivots 
to get as many games in as 
possible? Passive scheduling 
leads to passive team play. 
Teams like Bangor softball, 
which will win a conference 
title, will only have one non-
conference game under their 
belt before WIAA tournament 
play begins. The team had 3-4 
set up earlier, but couldn’t 
get them rescheduled. Will 
that come back to hurt a team 
that could potentially advance 
deep into the playoffs? I’d 
say yes as the same type of 
thing happened last year and, 
despite getting a bye in to a 
regional final, were upset and 
made an early exit from the 
WIAA postseason.

When the weather is good, 
we need to find ways to play. 
Every game this week should 
be a doubleheader to give kids 
a chance to play meaningful 
ball. Our weekends need to be 
full of action. We learned how 
to make quick pivots last year, 
and now we can’t? Scheduling 
is tough. Sure, 18 games may 
be good enough, but a good 
enough effort usually yields 
good enough results. Good is 
not the same as great, though.

THROUGH MY LENS

When the 
weather’s 
good, play

Tomah exacts revenge at Holmen;
retakes MVC for final stretch
By NATE BEIER
Sports Writer

The notion that Tomah softball was in dire 
straights after an 8-2 loss to Holmen on Monday, 
May 2 were put to bed just three days later as the 
Timberwolves avenged that loss on the strength of 15 
total hits in an 8-1 road victory.

The win restores Tomah’s place at the top of the 
Mississippi Valley Conference. The Timberwolves are a 
game up in the loss column over Holmen now, and hold 
a two game lead on La Crosse Logan.

There are just a trio of games left for Tomah to play in 
MVC action, however, and the magic number to clinch 
a share of the MVC title sits at just two. Tomah will host 
La Crosse Central today, Monday May 9 at 4:30 and will 
travel to Logan on Thursday for a chance to win its second 
league title. In-between the two games Tomah will travel 
to Coulee Conference-leading G-E-T Wednesday afternoon 
and will host a triangular Saturday before finishing the MVC 
season against Sparta next Monday.

Tomah 8 Holmen 1
Lexie Hagen and Hannah Van Treese combined for 4 hits and 

4 RBI in Thursday’s title-chance-saving win at Holmen.
Van Treese, who hit as the designated player, led the game off 

with a single and scored the first run of the game on a double by 
Hagen. Lauren Noth, who also reached via a single scored on the 
double as Tomah took a 2-0 lead on the play.

Holmen would get one back in the bottom of the first. A single 
and a pair of passed balls put Taylor Pellowski on third and a 
ground out by Marissa Baker allowed Pellowski to score.

Libby Mathison led off the second inning with a walk and scored 
during the next at-bat as the Viking infield made a crucial error 
at third. Peyton Foster, who was at the plate, bunted and reached 
second while Mathison scored. Foster scored after another Holmen 
error on a hit by Van Treese.

Madison Johnson seemingly put the game out of reach with a 
momentum-killing home run in the third inning.

Tomah wasn’t done, though. 
Libby Mathison doubled in the next at-bat and moved to third on 

a single by Foster. A sac fly by Asha Eckelberg allowed Mathison to 
score as Tomah moved to a 6-0 advantage.

Kennedy Noth doubled in the fourth to allow Hagen to score again 
and a Van Treese sac fly in the seventh allowed Johnson to score the final 
run of the game.

Johnson led the team with a 3-4 effort in Thursday’s game. Lauren 
Noth, Hagen, Mathison and Foster each recorded 2 hits. Lauren Noth 
tripled while Kennedy Noth, Hagen and Mathison each doubled.

Foster, Hagen and Johnson each ended with a stolen base.
As a team, the team struck out just twice.
Johnson’s performance on the mound was as good of a rebound from 

Monday’s meeting with HHS as you could ask for. The sophomore hurler, 
who surrendered 7 hits, 5 runs and had just 3 strikeouts three days earlier, 
turned in a performance that featured just 4 hits and 3 walks and struck out 9 
in Thursday’s victory.

SUN PRAIRIE TOURNEY
The Tomah softball team suffered back-to-back 

losses on Saturday at the Sun Prairie Tournament, 
losing 10-0 to Menomonee Falls in the early game. 
In the second game, they lost 7-6 to Sun Prairie. 

Menomonee Falls 10 Tomah 0 (5)
The Timberwolves let up seven runs in the fifth 

and final inning of the game. 
Alexis Hagen recorded the only hit of the game. 

The Timberwolves were struck out twelve times. 
Olivia Wall pitched for four innings. She allowed 
seven hits and ten runs. She recorded two strikeouts 
on the day. 

Sun Prairie 7 Tomah 6
The Timberwolves lost a close game after scoring 

three runs in the seventh inning. 
In the top of the seventh inning, Alexis Hagen hit 

a homer to left field and that allowed Olivia Wall and 
Lauren Noth to score. 

Hagen finished the night with three hits, one run, 
and five RBIs. Noth finished with two hits, two runs, 
and one RBI. Wall finished with one run and one hit. 

Maddie Johnson pitched for six innings. She 
allowed fourteen hits and seven runs. She recorded 
two strikeouts. 

The Timberwolves will play an conference game 
against La Crosse  Central on Tuesday at 4:30. 

Tomah improves to 8-5 on the season after 
Saturday’s pair of losses. The team is 8-1 in MVC 
play with three games to play.

AROUND THE MVC
Holmen leads the league with 17 games plays. The 

Vikings are 11-6 overall and 7-2 in the MVC. Holmen 
swept Eau Claire Memorial in a doubleheader 
Saturday 6-1 and 7-6.

Logan topped Onalaska last Thursday 6-3 and fell 
to Luther 3-2 on Friday, May 6.

Onalaska lost to Baldwin-Woodville 5-2 and 
Menomonie 6-5 at the Bloomer quad on Saturday.

Back
in the
driver’s
seat

TOMAH SOFTBALL

Tomah’s Lexie 
Hagen went 2-4 at 
Holmen last week in 
the team’s 8-1 win. Hagen 
drove in 2 runs and scored 
once herself. Herald photo by 
Nate Beier/GX3 Media.

By ZACH RASTALL
Sports Writer

Despite being the youngest 
softball program in the Scenic 
Bluffs, Bangor has created 
what most teams aspire to 
attain-a dynasty of success.

 For a third straight season 
and the fourth time in the last 
five, the Bangor Cardinals 
will own at least a share of the 

Scenic Bluffs 
softball title.

T h e 

Cardinals 
(11-0 overall, 11-0 

Scenic Bluffs) which 
started its softball program 

around the 2000 season,  
ensured they will get at least a 
piece of the conference crown 
thanks to a doubleheader 
sweep of the Royall Panthers 
(3-9, 2-6) Thursday, May 5 in 
Elroy.

Bangor 6 Royall 0
The first of the two five-

inning games was a 6-0 
victory for Bangor, in which 
the Cardinals got one run in 
the top of the first, two more 
in the second and then three 
runs in the fourth inning in the 
shutout win.

Madelyn England went 
2 for 3 with an RBI and a 
run scored, Taylor Jacobson 
finished 2 for 3 with a run and 
Gabby Schroeder was 1 for 2 
with a double, two RBIs and a 
run scored.

Aliyah Langrehr dazzled 
in the circle to get the win, 
tossing five shutout innings 
during which she struck out 
nine batters while surrendering 
just two hits and one walk.

Bangor 13 Royall 0
The dominance only 

continued into the second 
game of the evening, a 13-0 
victory for the Cardinals.

Bangor got off to another 
strong start with two runs in 
the first inning and one more 
in the second for a 3-0 lead 
through two innings for a 
second straight contest. That 
then ramped up to a five-run 
rally in both the third and 
fourth innings to put the game 
well out of reach.

Emma Fortier led the way at 
the plate for the Cardinals by 
going 2 for 3 with three RBIs 
and a run scored. Additionally, 
Madeline Janisch went 1 for 2 
with a walk, two RBIs and two 
runs scored, Jacobson finished 
1 for 2 with a walk, an RBI 
and two runs and Schroeder 
was 1 for 3 with a double, an 
RBI and two runs scored.

Langrehr again got the win 
behind five shutout innings. 
The second time around, she 
struck out six while allowing 
three hits and one walk.

Bangor’s current run of 
conference titles started 
with a shared championship 
with Cashton in 2017. After 
Necedah won the 2018 title, 
the Cardinals came back to 
win the Scenic Bluffs title 
outright in 2019 and did so 
again in 2021 after COVID-19 
caused the 2020 season to be 
cancelled.

UP NEXT
The Cardinals will get a 

chance to secure this year’s 
conference championship 
outright when they face the 
Wonewoc-Center Wolves (5-
5, 5-5) Monday, May 9 at 5 
p.m. in Wonewoc.

Bangor will wrap up its 
conference season with 
road trips to Necedah and 
Brookwood. The Cardinals 
will face their Cardinal 
counterparts on Thursday, 
May 12 and finish league 
action next Monday at 
Brookwood. Bangor has a 
non-conference meeting with 
Onalaska Luther scheduled on 
Tuesday, May 17. The WIAA 
postseason is set to start the 
19th, but Bangor will most 
likely have a bye.

STANDINGS     MVC  OVERALL

TOMAH
HOLMEN
LOGAN
ONALASKA 
CENTRAL
AQUINAS
SPARTA

8-5
11-6
9-4
4-11
4-10
6-9
0-11

8-1
7-2
6-3
4-6
4-6
3-6
0-7

WHAT REMAINS
Tomah is two wins away 
from clinching a share of its 
second-ever MVC title. THS 
hosts Central Monday, May 
9 and travels to Logan on 
Thursday before wrapping 
up the MVC schedule next 
Monday against Sparta.
Sparta is at Richland Center 
tonight and at Onalaska 
tomorrow.

BANGOR SOFTBALL

Lady 
Cards 
clinch 
share 
of SBC
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TOMAH TENNIS

By NICK LEONARDELLI
Sports Writer

On Friday, May 6, the Sparta 
baseball team had a conference 
showdown against Onalaska, 
which they lost 16-4. Saturday 
the team had a doubleheader 
against Wisconsin Rapids. In 
the first game, Sparta lost 10-3 
and game two ended in a 4-2 
loss. 

Onalaska 16 Sparta 4 (5)
Against Onalaska, Sparta 

never had a lead or got close 
to a lead. Sparta was down 7-2 
after three innings. Tye Klass, 
Ethan Stordandt, and Chris 
Jacobs all took to the mound 
in the game. Seven different 
Spartans had one hit to account 
for all seven hits. Nick Kent, 
Michael O’Rourke, and Tye 
Klass all had one RBI. 

Wisconsin Rapids 10
Sparta 3

In game 1, Sparta had a 1-0 
lead after the top half of the 
first but, Rapids responded 
with two runs to take the lead. 
After that, it was all Rapids. 
Ryne Brueggeman and Colby 
Berry were the two pitchers 
for Sparta in the game. Hayden 
Brueggeman went 3-4 at the 
plate with an RBI. Nick Kent 
went 2-4 at the plate with an 
RBI. Sparta ended up losing 
10-3. 

Wisconsin Rapids 4
Sparta 2

Game 2 of the doubleheader 
against Wisconsin Rapids 
went a little bit different. 
Sparta lost 4-2 but kept the 
opposition from 10 or more 
runs. It was the first game this 
season Sparta was able to do 
just that. 

Rapids went up 4-0 after 
two and were held scoreless 
the rest of the way. JD Olson 
and Michael O’Rourke were 
the two pitchers for Sparta. 
Hayden Brueggeman and Isaac 
Rattler both recorded one RBI 
with 0 hits. Zach Gibson, JD 
Olson Ryne Brueggeman, and 
Carter Erickson recorded all 
four hits for the Spartans. 

Sparta falls to 0-13 overall 
on the season after a tough 
weekend. The team’s next 
game will be Monday against 
Onalaska at their place. First 
pitch is set at 4:30 pm. 

Holmen 9 Tomah 2
By MAURICE SAVAGE
Sports Writer

The Tomah baseball team 
was on;y able to score two 
runs as they let up four runs to 
Holmen in the fourth inning en 
route to a 9-2 loss on Thursday. 

At the top of the fourth 
Hunter Miller hit a ground ball 
and reached on an error by the 
third baseman. This allowed 
Josh Georgeson to score. 

Bryant Thornton finished 
the night with three hits, and 
one run on three at-bats. Josh 
Georgeson finished with one 
hit and one run on four at-bats. 
Shane Prielipp finished the 
night with one hit and one RBI 
on four at-bats. 

Benny Pierce pitched four 
innings. He allowed six hits 
and seven runs and had zero 
strikeouts on the night. Hunter 
Miller pitched two innings. 
He allowed seven hits and 
two runs and recorded no 
strikeouts. 

The Timberwolves will be 
back in action on Wednesday 
at G-E-T with a 5 p.m. start.

SHS, THS 
suffer losses 
to end week

SPARTA BASEBALL

Tomah cleans house at Wisconsin Rapids quad
By MAURICE SAVAGE
Sports Writer

The Tomah boys tennis team swept a trio of 
matches on Saturday, May 7 at the Wisconsin 
Rapids Lincoln quadrangular.

Tomah 7 Stevens Point Pacelli 0
The Tomah tennis team made quick work of 

the Pacelli Cardinals in the opening round of 
the Wisconsin Rapids quad on Saturday, May 7.

Joe Venner won 6-1, 6-0; Jonah Nick claimed 
a 6-2, 6-1 win while Anthony Lord won 6-0, 
6-0. Rounding out singles competition was 
Greg Kouda with a forfeit win.

Nick Schaitel and Gavin Richer won 7-6 
(5) and 6-3 in the number one doubles match. 
Ethan Libby and Logan Boulton won 6-0, 6-1 
and the team of Karson Hoag and Eric Erdman 
won via forfeit. 

Tomah 6 DC Everest 1
The Timberwolves won three out of the four 

singles matches on the day. Jonah Nick won two 
close matches against Ted Kitchell, defeating 
him 6,4 and 6-3. Anthony Lord handled Ethan 
Giese with ease as he won both matches 6-1. 
Greg Klouda cruised to two easy wins against 
Cooper Eagen with a 6-0 and a 6-2 victory.

In doubles competition, Tomah was able 
to sweep every matchup.  Gavin Richer and 
Nick Schaitel defeated Aaron Pozorski and 
Ethan Hochberger in two competitive matches, 
winning 6-4 and 6-2. Ethan Libbey and Logan 
Boulton easily handled Andrue Dettman and 

Ben WInkels winning 6-0 and 6-1. In the 
final match, Karson Hoag and Eric Erdman 
dominated Daven Xiong and Anthony Lee 
winning both matches 6-0. 

Tomah 5 Wisconsin Rapids Lincoln 2
The Timberwolves were able to win three out 

of four of the singles matches on the day. Joe 
Venner defeated Schultz Elliott easily winning 
both matches 6-2 and 6-1. Jonah Nick defeated 
Jonathan Penyak in two sets, winning 6-0 and 
6-1. Anthony Lord dominated Michael Tra 
winning both sets 6-0. 

In the doubles matches the Timberwolves 
won two out of three matches. Ethan Libbey 
and Logan Boulton dominated Carter Swen 
and Baldwin James winning both sets 6-0 and 
6-2. Karson Hoag and Eric Erdman defeat 
Wisconsin Rapids due to a forfeit. 

Tomah 7 La Crosse Logan 0
Tomah claimed its third-straight MVC win 

with a clean sweep of La Crosse Logan on 
Thursday, May 5.

Venner won 6-0, 6-2, Nick won 6-1, 6-0, 
Lord claimed a 2-6, 6-2, 6-2 win in the only 
match to go a third set. Klouda earned a 6-4, 
6-2 victory.

Richer/Schaitel won 6-4, 6-3; Hoag/Erdman 
won 6-0, 6-12; Libbey/Boulton won 6-0, 6-0.

UP NEXT
The Timberwolves will be back in action 

on Tuesday on the road against rivals Sparta. 
They will be back at be taking on Onalaska on 
Thursday for an conference game. 

Tomah’s Jonah Nick finished last week with a 4-0 
record in the number two singles spot. Herald photo 
by Nate Beier/GX3 Media.

CASHTON SOFTBALL

A tale of two games: Cashton splits with W-C

By ZACH RASTALL
Sports Writer

The Cashton softball team had to 
settle for a doubleheader split when they 
met with Wonewoc-Center for a pair of 
conference contests late last week.

The Eagles (9-5 overall, 5-3 Scenic 
Bluffs) took the first game in comeback 
fashion then dropped the nightcap against 
the Wolves (5-5, 5-5) Thursday, May 5 in 
Cashton.

Cashton 8 Wonewoc-Center 6
In that opening contest, Wonewoc-

Center scored two in the first inning and 
Cashton got two in the second for a 2-2 
game early on. The Wolves then scored 
four runs in the top of the third, before the 
Eagles got a run in the bottom half of the 

inning and then exploded for five in the 
bottom of the fourth to leapfrog ahead for 
good.

Chelsie Paulsen hit a go-ahead two-run 
home run in the fourth and led the way for 
Cashton by going 2 for 3 with the home 
run, two RBIs and one run scored. Grace 
Leis finished 1 for 3 with a double, two 
RBIs and a run, while Sydney Helgerson 
and Keona Mickelson (the latter of whom 
had an RBI) each tripled.

Wonewoc-Center’s Stacie Kopenhafer 
finished 2 for 2 with a home run, a walk, 
two RBIs and two runs.

Wonewoc-Center 4 Cashton 1
The second game saw the Wolves 

ambush their way to four runs in the 
bottom of the first, a deficit from which 
the Eagles — who scored their lone run 
in the top of the fifth — could not recover.

Mickelson recorded a double while Leis 
and Paulsen each singled for Cashton’s 
only hits of the contest.

The Eagles will next have a conference 
doubleheader against the New Lisbon 
Rockets (1-10, 0-8) Monday, May 9 
starting at 4 p.m. in New Lisbon, then 
host De Soto (1-6) for a non-conference 
matchup Tuesday, May 10 at 5 p.m. in 
Cashton.

Cashton’s Keona Mickelson rounds first and heads for second before finishing with a triple during the first 
game of Thursday’s doubleheader with Wonewoc-Center. The hit yielded an RBI and cut an early deficit to 
just a single run. Herald photo by Nate Beier/GX3 Media.

Cashton’s Teagan Hundt takes 
a cut during her first at-bat in 
Thursday’s doubleheader with 
Wonewoc-Center. Herald photo 
by Nate Beier/GX3 Media.

BROOKWOOD
SOFTBALL

By ZACH RASTALL
Sports Writer

The Brookwood Falcons 
completed far and away their 
best week of the 2022 softball 
season with a doubleheader 
sweep of Necedah and a rout 
of North Crawford to run their 
winning streak to five.

After sweeping New Lisbon 
in a doubleheader last Monday, 
the Falcons (6-8 overall, 4-6 
Scenic Bluffs) came back and 
did the same to Necedah (4-
5, 5-6) Thursday, May 5 in 
Ontario.

Brookwood 4 Necedah 2
The first game was a narrow 

4-2 victory in which the 
Cardinals got a run in both 
the top of the second and third 
while Brookwood scored a pair 
in the bottom of the second for 
a 2-2 tie. Kylea Brueggeman 
broke that tie with a two-run 
double in the bottom of the 
fourth in what proved to be the 
decisive hit.

Additionally for the Falcons, 
Kymber Kaiser finished 2 for 
2 with a pair of doubles, two 
RBIs and a run scored, while 
Vanessa Anderson went 1 for 
2.

Brookwood 14 Necedah 6
The nightcap was a more 

comprehensive 14-6 win for 
the Falcons in which they held 
a 5-2 lead after one inning. 
They scored four runs in both 
the top of the second and third, 
Necedah answered with two 
runs in the bottom of the third, 
each team scored a run in the 
fourth and the Cardinals added 
a final run in the fifth.

There were strong 
performances abound for 
Brookwood at the plate. 
Anderson finished 3 for 4 with 
a double, three RBIs and three 
runs scored; Kristin Berg went 
3 for 4 with an RBI and two 
runs; Emily Cunitz was 2 for 
4 with a home run, a double, 
four RBIs and three runs; 
Deanna Wallace finished 2 for 
4 with a double, an RBI and 
two runs; Bella Erickson went 
2 for 3 with an RBI and a run; 
and Kylie Powell was 2 for 4 
with two runs scored.

The Falcons carried that 
momentum into what became 
an 18-1 victory in five innings 
over North Crawford (1-15) 
Friday, May 6 in Ontario. 
Brookwood led 5-1 after three 
innings before exploding for 
13 runs in the fourth.

Cunitz finished 3 for 4 with 
a double, four RBIs and two 
runs scored for the Falcons, 
Brueggeman went 3 for 3 with 
a triple, three RBIs and two 
runs, Erickson was 2 for 3 with 
a double, three RBIs and two 
runs and Anderson finished 2 
for 4 with three RBIs and a run 
scored.

Anderson pitched a five-
inning shutout, striking out 
nine while giving up just two 
hits and one walk.

Brookwood is back in action 
with a doubleheader against 
Royall (3-9, 2-6) Monday, 
May 9 starting at 4 p.m. in 
Ontario.

B’wood 
stretches 
win streak 
with sweep 
of Necedah

A SECOND LOOK: SPARTA BASEBALL

ABOVE Sparta’s Chris Jacobs eyes a pitch as it 
comes in during Friday’s game with Onalaska.
LEFT Sparta’s Ryne Brueggeman rounds third and 
heads home to score in the fourth inning.
Herald photos by Logan Everson.
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BANGOR BASEBALL

PERFECTION
By ZACH RASTALL
Sports Writer

In his biggest start of the 
season thus far, Bangor’s 
Ashton Michek rose to 
the occasion with his best 
performance yet.

The reigning Scenic Bluffs 
Pitcher of the Year continued 
to flash his dominance in a 
marquee conference matchup, 
throwing the first perfect 
game of his illustrious career 
against the Royall Panthers 
in a clash of Scenic Bluffs 
heavyweights.

Bangor 10 Royall 0
Michek’s perfect game came 

during the opener of a crucial 
conference doubleheader 
between Bangor (10-3, 8-2) 
and Royall (10-2, 8-1) held 
Thursday, May 5 in Elroy. 
The two teams came into the 
evening as the top two in 
the Scenic Bluffs standings, 
with the Panthers sporting 
a 7-0 league record and the 
Cardinals right behind at 
7-1.

Michek got the 
evening started on an 
electric note for the 
Cardinals, leading 
the charge that helped 
temporarily put them in 
first place following a 
10-0 win.

Dawson Daines 
finished 3 for 3 with a 
double, three RBIs and two 
runs scored, Evan Wolfe 
went 2 for 3 with a walk and 
a run and Samuel Cropp, 
Mathieu Oesterle and Michek 
all recorded a double. But 
it was obviously Michek’s 
performance on the mound 
that stole the show.

Michek struck out 10 batters 
and needed just 52 pitches 
to complete his five-inning 
perfect game.

“It’s been a dream since I 
was a little kid, something all 
pitchers hope for,” Michek 
said. “I was just lucky enough 
to have a nice day out here and 
fortunate enough to get the 
right calls and stuff to get the 
perfect game. My teammates 
made a lot of plays behind me. 
Couldn’t have done it without 
them. Great overall team effort 
for sure.”

It was just the latest 
incredible performance during 
a senior season to remember 
for Michek, who previously 
threw a no-hitter against 
Melrose-Mindoro back on 
April 11.

“That’s actually the first 
(perfect game) I’ve been a part 
of as a coach, so that was kinda 
fun,” said Bangor head coach 
Todd Grant. “And to happen 
against a team the caliber of 
Royall is pretty impressive. 
I’m happy for him. He pitched 
a heck of a game.”

Royall 4 Bangor 0
Unfortunately for Bangor, 

the nightcap didn’t go quite 
so well. The Panthers scored 
two runs in both third and fifth 
innings and kept the Cardinals 
off the board for a 4-0 victory.

Bangor did manage to get 
the bases loaded with two outs 
in the bottom of the fifth to 
finally flirt with a rally. Michek 
came to the plate and hit a 
grounder that was bobbled at 

second, but he was still thrown 
out at first on a borderline call 
that ended the game.

Cropp, Michek and Chase 
Horstman had the Cardinals’ 
only hits in that second game. 
Bryce Gruen got the win on 
the mound for Royall, tossing 
five shutout innings in which 
he gave up three hits, two 
walks and struck out a pair.

Last year Bangor and 
Royall split with the Cardinals 

winning the conference 
tournament meeting.

Bangor will need to take 
care of its business and get a 
little help in order to grab at 
least a piece of the conference 
championship, but there is 
plenty of baseball still left to 
be played. The Cardinals are 
back in action when they face 
Wonewoc-Center (0-10, 0-10) 
Monday, May 9 at 5 p.m. in 
Wonewoc.

Bangor’s Ashton Michek threw his first career perfect game in a 10-0 win at 
Royall Thursday. The Cardinals fell behind the Royall and Cashton in league 
standings, however, after a 4-0 loss from the Panthers in the second game of the 
doubleheader. Herald photo by Nate Beier/GX3 Media.

Bangor’s Michek tosses perfect 
game in win at Royall

By ZACH RASTALL
Sports Writer

The Cashton baseball team 
still has very real aspirations 
of winning a Scenic Bluffs 
championship. They stayed 
on track with a dominant 
doubleheader sweep of 
Wonewoc-Center.

The Eagles (9-2 overall, 6-1 
Scenic Bluffs) outscored the 
Wolves (0-10, 0-10) 27-0 over 
the course of the two games to 
pick up a comfortable sweep 
Thursday, May 5 in Cashton.

The opening game was a 
14-0 Cashton victory that saw 
Connor Butzler lead the way 
by going 2 for 3 with two 
doubles, a walk, three RBIs 
and three runs scored. 

Additionally for the Eagles, 
Bowdy Dempsey finished 2 
for 3 with a double, a walk, 
an RBI and two runs, Ben 
Grandall went 2 for 3 with 
a run scored and Presley 
Brueggen was 2 for 4 with a 
triple, an RBI and two runs 
scored.

Dempsey, Butzler and 
Brueggeman combined for 
a one-hit shutout over five 
innings during which they 
walked two and struck out 11.

The nightcap was much of 
the same, resulting in a 13-0 
shutout win for the Eagles.

Brueggen finished 2 for 2 
with a triple, a double, two 
RBIs and two runs scored, 
Jack Kleba went 2 for 2 with 
a walk, an RBI and a run and 
Butzler was 1 for 2 with a 
triple, a walk, two RBIs and 
two runs scored.

Brueggen, Jacob Huntzicker 
and Jack Kleba combined for 
another one-hit shutout in 
which they struck out 11 and 
walked two.

The Eagles are back in action 
with a doubleheader against 
the New Lisbon Rockets (6-5, 
5-4) Monday, May 9 starting 
at 4 p.m. in New Lisbon.

Eagles sweep;
Cashton tops W-C; 

moves into first place 
tie with Royall

CASHTON BASEBALL

Cashton’s Presley Brueggen closed out the first game 
of Thursday’s doubleheader with Wonewoc-Center. 
Brueggen recorded three strikeouts in one inning of 
work. Herald photo by Logan Everson.

WHAT REMAINS
Cashton will be 
challenged to hang 
onto its league lead with 
three doubleheaders this 
week. The Eagles are at 
New Lisbon Monday, 
host Royall Thursday 
and are off to Necedah 
Saturday.

By ZACH RASTALL
Sports Writer

It took late-game heroics 
and extra innings in both, 
but the Brookwood baseball 
team managed a doubleheader 
sweep against Necedah late 
last week.

The Falcons (5-8 overall, 
5-5 Scenic Bluffs) took the first 
game 7-6 in walk-off fashion 
then won the nightcap over 
the Cardinals (1-7, 1-6) 7-4 in 
a Scenic Bluffs doubleheader 
Thursday, May 5 in Ontario.

In the opener, Necedah 
led 5-1 before Brookwood 
answered with a four-run rally 
in the bottom of the fourth to 
tie the game at 5-5. The game 
eventually went to extras, 
where the Cardinals got a run 
in the top of the sixth. 

In the bottom half of the 
inning, a Nate DeWitt RBI 
single tied it and an Evan 
Klinkner RBI single walked it 
off for the Falcons.

Klinkner led the way for 
Brookwood by going 2 for 
4 with the walk-off single, 
a double, an RBI and a run 
scored.

The nightcap went similarly, 

requiring extra innings after 
both teams were deadlocked at 
4-4 through five innings.

A Franklin Wildes RBI 
single and a Klinkner two-
run single in the top of the 
sixth gave the Falcons a 7-4 
advantage, and Necedah failed 
to answer in the bottom half of 
the inning.

Wildes set the pace for 
Brookwood by going 2 for 4 
with an RBI and a run scored.

The Falcons will be back 

A walk-off 
and extras:

Brookwood finds way 
to earn DH sweep

BROOKWOOD BASEBALL

WHAT REMAINS
Brookwood has a crucial 
doubleheader with 
Royall on Monday, May 
9, but the more important 
contests lie after. The 
Falcons can still force 
a season split with both 
Hillsboro and Bangor. 
The Tigers host BHS on 
Thursday and Bangor 
comes to Brookwood 
May 16.

GIRLS SOCCER
TOMAH 8 SPARTA 2

*No stats were submitted for this game.

LEFT Sparta’s Nadia Tovar comes 
out of goal to make a play on a 
ball as Tomah’s Aubrianna Cruz 
charges ahead.

BELOW Tomah’s Emma Miller 
squeezes past Spata’s Kayla Fabry 
while bringing the ball across 
midfield during last week’s game. 
Herald photos by Logan Everson.

RIGHT 
Tomah’s 
Aisha 
Fritsche 
outruns 
Sparta’s 
Ellie Falkner 
across 
midfield in 
the first half 
of last week’s 
game.
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90 HELP WANTED

MONROE COUNTY

HERALDThe
Is looking for you!

Community journalism is still alive and
well in Monroe County Wisconsin!

We are in search of an EDITOR/REPORTER for 
our twice-weekly family-owned publication, the prime 
media source for Monroe County including Sparta 

and Tomah, situated around Ft. McCoy. The position 
directs the news end of our operation, writes stories, 

takes pictures and directs pagination and website 
efforts while managing two full-time staff members and 

correspondents for our award-winning products. 
The editions are even printed and designed in-house!
Great benefits and solid operation that is growing with 

over 5,000 circulation. 
If you’re a proven community journalist, like living in 
a recreational paradise, and love getting involved in 

the community you live, please apply.

Contact Publisher/Owner Greg Evans
at Evans Print & Media Group

1302 River Road, Sparta, WI 54656
Call (608) 269-9797

or email greg@monroecountyherald.com with your resume or email 
greg@monroecountyherald.

com
with your resume

Located: (3181 Badger Rd, Sparta, WI, 54656) From Melrose, WI- Take Hwy 108 south to Left on Hwy 71 and
go 4.5 miles to Candle Rd. From Sparta, WI- go 11 miles north on Hwy 71 to Candle Rd ., then go 2.5 miles
North on Candle Rd to Badger Rd. Turn left on Badger Rd to site. Watch for HAG auction arrows.

Friday, May 13th
Sale Time: 9:30 AM Lucy’s Lunch; Restroom

Color Photos at: HansenAuctionGroup.com

VEHICLES: 2014 Chevy Equinox, V-8, auto, 79,910 original miles, EXCELLENT shape; 2004 Dodge
Dakota pickup, 4x4, 4dr, 4.7L V-8 engine, 91,700 miles; 2012 Polaris 400, 4x4, ATV w/plow

GUNS: Marlin Model 60, 22-cal w/scope; Remington Model 870 Wingmaster, 12ga, 3” mag; Smith &
Wesson Model SD9VE pistol; I.J. A&C Wks. 22-cal revolver

SPECIAL ITEMS: Fender guitar—Player Duo-Sonic Maple Fingerboard electric guitar, Desert Sand;
sailfish mount; CYGNUS whirlpool (always been inside - very little use); Lane Cedar chest

APPLIANCES: Maytag gas stove; refrigerator; Maytag washer & dryer

HOUSEHOLD: misc electronics; pictures & prints; games & puzzles; knick-knacks & figurines; china set;
beer steins; linens; bedding; pillows; VCR tapes; vacuums; brief cases; sm. kitchen appliances; Tupperware;
pots & pans; dishes; glassware

FURNITURE: leather recliners; lamps; bookshelf w/glass doors; bar stools; bedroom furniture; rd. maple
table & chairs; office furniture; 2-drawer file cabinet; 4-drawer file cabinets; uph. chairs; wood rocker; end
tables; woven hamper; plant stands; woven cane armoire & dressers; dresser w/mirror; Queen bed &
headboard; microwave stand; metal desk; mirrors; metal storage cabinet

ANTIQUES: Kay acoustic guitar; Carnival ukulele; curio/hutch; Revere movie camera; binoculars; VCR
camera; 35mm cameras; costume jewelry; John Deere collectibles; Brownie camera; graniteware; alligator;
panther lamp; console stereo; crock jugs

MISCELLANEOUS: leather gloves; office supplies; AirGlide gun case; gun cleaning supplies; ammo;
handicap supplies; trophies; flatware; golf clubs & cart

Northern Investment Company is owned and operated by Hansen Auction Group.

Terms: Cash or Check. Credit/Debit card w/3.5% convenience fee. No Buyer’s Fee. 5.5% Sales Tax, if 
applicable. Auction day announcements supersede printed material. Items sold “As Is”.

Mervin Yeske Trust
NORTHERN INVESTMENT CO. Clerk & Cashier, Independence, WI, 715.985.3191, 
nic@northerninvestment.com Registered Wisconsin Auction Co. Lic. #10 Rep. by Dick Taylor, Black River 
Falls, 715.299.7321, dick@hansenauctiongroup.com

Auctioneer: John Marg, Black River Falls, WI. Registered Wisconsin Auctioneer License #231, Ph 
715.284.4684.

View more upcoming auctions at HansenAuctionGroup.com and real estate listings at NorthernInvestment.Com!

Brookwood High School has the 
following coaching vacancy for the 
2022 - 2023 school year: Head 
Boys Basketball Coach. To apply 
for position, submit the following to 
Ken Clinton, AD, NOW Schools, 
28861 State Hwy 131, Ontario, WI 
54651: Letter of Interest, Resume 
of Coaching-Playing-Teaching ex-
periences, 3 References, District 
employment application (found on 
our website: now.k12.wi.us). DEAD-
LINE TO APPLY:  MAY 16, 2022 
or when filled. Questions? Please 
contact Ken Clinton at kclinton@
now.k12.wi.us or 608-337-4401.

SERVICES 120

NEED PRINTING? Everything 
from business cards and business 
stationary to full catalogs, designed 
and printed, black and white or full 
color. We’ll print just about anything 
- except money! Stop by between 8 
a.m.-4:30 p.m. weekdays at Evans 
Print & Media Group, 1302 River 
Road, Sparta, or call to set up an 
appointment, 608-269-9797.

SHIPPING SERVICES: Need to 
mail a package? Large or small. 
You can ship it UPS or Fed Ex 
right here in Sparta or drop off your 
pre-paid packages at Evans Print 
& Media Group, open 8 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. weekdays at 1302 River Road, 
Sparta, 608-269-9797.

MISC. 130

DISH Network. $59.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice Remote. 
FREE HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-866-
290-9532

BE INFORMED FOR $1.25 Single 
copies of the Monroe County Herald 
can be found in Sparta at: Amish 
Cheese House, Casey’s General 
Store, Cennex, Clark Station, Ed-
die’s Convenience & Gas, Hansen’s 
IGA, Kwik Trip – two locations, Mo-
bil gas station, Northwood Country 
Market, The Hardware Store, Spar-
ta Healthmart Pharmacy, Sparta 
Travel Center, Walgreens, Walmart 
Supercenter, Westside Wine & Spir-
its; Tomah: Festival Foods, Casey’s 
Spirit Shop, Tomah Minimart, Kwik 
Trip – three locations, Bangor: 
Hansen’s IGA; Cataract: Cataract 
Mart, Rockland: Rockland Stop & 
Go; Wilton: Wilton Fastrip, Main 
Street Market; Norwalk 71 Express.

BLUEPRINT COPIES are always 
available for construction, road or 
any type of project. Stop by today 
from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. weekdays at 
Evans Print & Media Group, 1302 
River Road, Sparta.

BANNERS, SIGNS. Large format 
signs and banners can be made 
right here in Monroe County. Stop 
by Evans Print & Media Group, 
1302 River Road, Sparta between 
8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday thru Fri-
day to order your special full-color 
banner for a party or event. We can 
design it or use your design!

RUBBER STAMPS: Variety of sizes 
made right on the spot or within 
hours. Stop by this week at Evans 
Print & Media Group, 1302 River 
Road, Sparta.

Prepare for power outages today 
with a GENERAC home standby 
generator $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options Request 
a FREE Quote. Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-888-355-6955

Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-
er! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter es-
timate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-948-3442

Need a little extra money? Sell it 
through the classifieds. We can help 
you put together an ad - at a very 
reasonable cost - call 269-3186 
or stop by 8-4:30 Monday through 
Friday at 1302 River Rd., or send 
to mail@monroecountyherald.
com The Monroe County Herald, 
working to help put more money in 
your pocket.

EARN $15,000 - $40,000 OVER 5 
YEARS #1 Hunting Lease Compa-
ny in America customize contract. 
Call Base Camp Leasing (888) 
871-1982.

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MONROE COUNTY
Case No. 2019CV000181

MidFirst Bank,
   Plaintiff,
vs.     
William E. Kohn; 
Midland Funding LLC; 
State of Wisconsin, 
Department of Revenue; 
State of Wisconsin, 
Department of Workforce 
Development,
   Defendants.

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
 By virtue of a judgment of 
foreclosure made in the above-
entitled action on December 
27, 2019, in the amount of 
$134,759.54, I will sell at public 
auction in the front lobby of the 
Courthouse, located at 112 South 
Court Street, Sparta, WI 54656, on 
June 1, 2022, at 10:00 AM, all of 
the following described premises, 
to wit:
 Lot 1 of a Certified Survey Map 
recorded in Volume 13 of Certified 
Survey Maps, Page 145, as 
Document No. 489302, located in 
the Northwest 1/4 of the Southwest 
1/4 of Section 2, Township 18 
North, Range 1 East, Town of 
Byron, Monroe County, Wisconsin
 Tax Key No. 006-00035-0000
 Address: 7780 Dragonfly Road, 
Warrens, WI 54666
 THE PROPERTY WILL BE 
SOLD SUBJECT TO ALL LEGAL 
ENCUMBRANCES.
 TERMS OF SALE: 
 1. At the time of sale:  a 
downpayment (CASH or 
CASHIER’S CHECK only) in an 
amount not less than 10% of the 
successful bid; and
 2. No later than ten (10) days 
after the Court confirms the sale:
 a. The balance due on the sale;
 b. The amount of the transfer 
fee due under Section 77.22, Wis. 
Stats., if any; and
 c. The amount of the fee due 
under Section 59.43(2), Wis. 
Stats., to record the deed and any 
other document required for such 
recordation. 
 DATED: April 26, 2022.

/s/  Wesley Revels                             
Sheriff of Monroe County, 

Wisconsin
Bass & Moglowsky, S.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
 Bass & Moglowsky, S.C. is a law 
firm / debt collector representing a 
creditor in the collection of a debt 
owed to said creditor. We are 
attempting to collect such debt and 
any information obtained from this 
communication will be used for 
that purpose.
5/9, 16, 23 WNAXLP

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MONROE COUNTY
Notice to Creditors

(Informal Administration)
Case No. 22 PR 46

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF:
 MONICA E. BARAJAS LOPEZ
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
 1. An application for informal 
administration was filed.
 2.  The  decedent,  with  date  
of  birth October 21, 1985 and 
date of death August 9, 2021, 
was domiciled in Monroe County, 
State of Wisconsin, with a mailing 
address of 516 Albion Street, 
Cashton, WI 54619.
 3. All interested persons waived  
notice.
 4. The deadline for filing a claim 
against the decedent’s estate is 
August 15, 2022.
 5. A claim may be filed at the 
Monroe County Courthouse, 112 
S. Court Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, 
Room 2300.

Diane Berendes
Probate Registrar

May 3, 2022
Attorney Thomas R. Fortney
P.O. Box 469 
Viroqua, WI 54665
608/637-3517
Bar Number 01018213
5/9, 16, 23 WNAXLP

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MONROE COUNTY
Notice to Creditors

(Informal Administration)
Case No. 2022-PR-45

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF:
 DONALD A. PIEPER
 DOD: 3/15/2022
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
 1. An application for informal 
administration was filed.
 2.  The  decedent,  with  date  
of  birth 9/7/1934 and date of 
death 3/15/2022, was domiciled 
in Monroe County, State of 
Wisconsin, with a mailing address 
of 897 Rose Street, Cashton, WI 
54619.
 3. All interested persons waived  
notice.
 4. The deadline for filing a claim 
against the decedent’s estate is 
August 31, 2022.
 5. A claim may be filed at the 
Monroe County Courthouse, 112 
S. Court Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, 
Room 2300.

Diane Berendes
Probate Registrar

May 4, 2022
JOHNS, FLAHERTY & COLLINS, 
S.C.
Attorney Katelyn K. Doyle
205 5th Avenue S., #600, 
La Crosse, WI 54601
(608)784-5678
Bar Number 1104693
5/9, 16, 23 WNAXLP

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MONROE COUNTY
Notice to Creditors

(Informal Administration)
Case No. 22-PR-1

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF:
 MARK S . GABOWER
 Decesaed.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
 1. An application for informal 
administration was filed.
 2.  The  decedent,  with  date  
of  birth 6-16-1955 and date of 
death 11-8-2021, was domiciled 
in Monroe County, State of 
Wisconsin, with a mailing address 
of 30582 Horizon Avenue, Camp 
Douglas, WI 54618.
 3. All interested persons waived  
notice.
 4. The deadline for filing a claim 
against the decedent’s estate is 
July 29, 2022.
 5. A claim may be filed at the 
Monroe County Courthouse, 112 
S. Court Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, 
Room 2300.

Diane Berendes
Probate Registrar

April 14, 2022
Attorney Dennis Marcou
1206 Caldonia Street 
La Crosse, WI 54603
608-784-8100
Bar Number 1011500
4/25, 5/2, 9 WNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF LITTLE FALLS

 The board will meet in regular 
session on Wednesday May 11, 
2022 at the town hall at 7:00 p.m. 
Agenda items: 

1) Treasurer Report
2) Opening of Seal Coat Bids
3) WTA Unit Meeting
4) Residents concerns regarding 
Cataract Elementary
5) Surface Transportation 
Program funding opportunities 
6) Old Town Hall
7) Board of Review 
8) Review and approval of bills

 Additional agenda items may be 
added at a later date and posted 
within the Township and online.  
Discussion and action may occur 
on any of the above agenda items.

Cassie Schober
Town of Little Falls Clerk

5/9 WNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WELLS

 PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the board for the Town 
of Wells will hold their monthly 
board meeting on Thursday, May 
12th, 2022 at the town hall located 
at 11754 County Highway XX, 
Norwalk, WI 54648. The meeting 
will convene at 7:30 p.m.

AGENDA
1. Call to order.
2. Review and approve the 
minutes for April 14th, 2022 
meeting.
3. Treasurer’s report.
4. Audit the bills.
5. Public input.
6. Kyle Schmitz application 
for Archery Range/Clubhouse 
C.U.P.
7. Monroe County WTA meeting 
on May 19th, 2022 at Wilton 
American Legion
8. Determine roads for chip seal 
maintenance.
9. Equipment purchase/lease of 
skid steer or end-loader.
10. Updates of roads and 
equipment.
11. Schedule June Meeting.
12. Adjournment.

Diane E. Schwarz
Clerk-Town of Wells

5/9 WNAXLP
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SPARTA CITY COUNCIL MINUTESLEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE REGARDING APPLICATION FOR DISTRIBUTION OF 
INCOME FROM THE FRANK G ANDRES CHARITABLE TRUST 

 PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that all applications for distribution of 
the income from the FRANK G ANDRES CHARITABLE TRUST for 
the year ending June 30, 2022, must be mailed to POST OFFICE 
BOX 753, Tomah, Wisconsin 54660 and be post marked no later 
than midnight on Tuesday, May 31, 2022. Applications received after 
Tuesday May 31, 2022, will not be considered.
 Applications are available at Bank First in Tomah, WI and CCF 
Bank in Tomah, WI during banking hours.  Instructions regarding the 
filing of the application are on the applications.
 No application will be reconsidered in any subsequent year.  
Applicants must file annually. 
 Only the annual income of the Frank G Andres Charitable Trust may 
be distributed by the Trustees.  Distributions will be made as of June 
30, 2022.
 All distributions shall be made for charitable, scientific or educational 
purposes for use within the City of Tomah or the immediate vicinity 
thereof.  Distributions may be made only to the City of Tomah or a 
political subdivision of the State of Wisconsin within the above 
described geographic area exclusively for public purposes, or for 
the benefit of one or more organizations within the above mentioned 
geographic area, which qualify as non-profit and tax exempt 
organization as determined by the Internal Revenue Service.
 Trustees of the Frank G Andres Charitable Trust.
4/21, 25, 28 5/2, 5, 9, 12, 16, 19, 23 WNAXLP

NOTICE OF THE BOARD OF REVIEW
Please note that each Town/Village/City will publish a notice that 
specifies the date, time and place of the Open Book and Board 

of Review Meeting.  The following information pertains to all 
municipalities.

 Please be advised of the following requirements to appear before the 
Board of Review and procedural requirements if appearing before the 
Board:
 No person shall be allowed to appear before the Board of Review, 
to testify to the Board by telephone or to contest the amount of any 
assessment of real or personal property if the person has refused a 
reasonable written request by certified mail of the Assessor to complete 
an exterior view.
 After the first meeting of the Board of Review and before the Board’s 
final adjournment, no person who is scheduled to appear before the 
Board of Review may contact, or provide information to a member of the 
Board about that person’s objection except at a session of the Board.
 The Board of Review may not hear an objection to the amount or 
valuation of property unless, at least 48 hours before the board’s first 
scheduled meeting, the objector provides to the Board’s clerk written or 
oral notice of an intent to file an objection, except that upon a showing 
of good cause and the submission of a written objection, the Board 
shall waive that requirement during the first 2 hours of the Board’s first 
scheduled meeting, and the Board may waive that requirement up to 
the end of the 5th day of the session or up to the end of the final day of 
the session if the session is less than 5 days with proof of extraordinary 
circumstances for failure to meet the 48-hour notice requirement and 
failure to appear before the Board of Review during the first 2 hours of 
the first scheduled meeting.
 Objections to the amount or valuation of property shall first be made 
in writing and filed with the Clerk of the Board of Review within the first 2 
hours of the Board’s first scheduled meeting, except that, upon evidence 
of extraordinary circumstances, the Board may waive that requirement 
up to the end of the 5th day of the session or up to the end of the final day 
of the session if the session is less than 5 days.  The Board may require 
objections to the amount or valuation of property to be submitted on forms 
approved by the Department of Revenue, and the Board shall require 
that any forms include stated valuations of the property in question.  
Persons who own land and improvements to that land may object to the 
aggregate valuation of that land and improvements to that land, but no 
person who owns land and improvements to that land may object only 
to the valuation of that land or only to the valuation of improvements to 
that land.  No person may be allowed in any action or proceedings to 
question the amount or valuation of property unless the written objection 
has been filed and that person in good faith presented evidence to the 
Board in support of the objections and made full disclosure before the 
Board, under oath, of all that person’s property liable to assessment in 
the district and the value of that property. The requirement that objections 
be in writing may be waived by express action of the Board.
 When appearing before the Board of Review, the objecting person 
shall specify in writing, the person’s estimate of the value of the land and 
of the improvements that are the subject of the person’s objection and 
specify the information that the person used to arrive at that estimate.
 No person may appear before the Board of Review, testify to the Board 
by telephone or object to a valuation; if that valuation was made by the 
Assessor or the Objector using the income method of valuation; unless 
no later than 7 days before the first meeting of the Board of Review the 
person supplies to the Assessor all of the information about income and 
expenses, as specified in the Assessor’s manual under s. 73.03(2a) that 
the Assessor requests.  The Town/Village/City shall provide by ordinance 
for the confidentiality of information about income and expenses that 
is provided to the Assessor under this paragraph and shall provide 
exceptions for persons using the information in the discharge of duties 
imposed by law or of the duties of their office or by order of a court.  The 
information that is provided under this paragraph is not subject to the right 
of inspection and copying under s. 19.35(1) unless a court determines 
before the first meeting of the Board of Review that the information is 
inaccurate. 
 The Board shall hear upon oath, by telephone, all ill or disabled 
persons who present to the Board a letter from a physician, surgeon or 
osteopath that confirms their illness or disability.  No other persons may 
testify by telephone unless the Board, in its discretion, has determined to 
grant a property owner’s or their representative’s request to testify under 
oath by telephone or written statement.
 No person may appear before the Board of Review, testify to the Board 
by telephone, or contest the amount of any assessment, unless, at least 
48 hours before the first meeting of the Board, or at least 48 hours before 
the objection is heard if the objection is allowed under s.70.47(3)(a), Wis. 
Stats., that person provides to the Clerk of the Board of Review notice as 
to whether the person will ask for the removal of a member of the Board 
of Review under s.70.47(6m)(a), and, if so, which member, and provides 
a reasonable estimate of the length of time the hearing will take.
 Notice is hereby given this 9th day of May, 2022.
 Requests from persons with a disability who need assistance to 
participate in this meeting should contact the City Clerk’s office with as 
much advance notice as possible.
Rebecca Weyer, Clerk
City of Tomah  Alex Wilson, Clerk Mary Cook, Clerk
819 Superior Avenue Town of Oakdale  Town of Clifton
Tomah, WI 54660  12686 Cty Hwy PP 28003 Locust Avenue      
Phone 374-7420  Tomah, WI 54660 Wilton, WI 54670
Office Hours: 8-4:30pm M-F Phone 620-8874  Phone – 463-7379

Vinnie Rowan, Clerk JoAnn Cram, Clerk Sandy Wood, Clerk
Town of LaGrange Village of Oakdale Town of Grant
27642 Ermine Avenue P.O. Box 87 3678 Blueberry Road
Tomah, WI 54660 Tomah, WI 54660      Warrens, WI  54666-9635
Phone 372-3594 Phone 372-2927 Phone 378-4196
 
Breanne Zaremba, Clerk    Lisa Waltemath        Lynda Callaway, Clerk
Town of Tomah            Town of Byron          Town of Lincoln
24963 Hilldale            32184 STH 21          PO Box 98, 
Tomah, WI 54660           Warrens, WI 54666    Warrens, WI  54666
Phone 343-5499           Phone 343-7995         Phone 343-7168

Kathy Schmitz, Clerk    Kathy VonHaden         Joan C. Sutherland, Clerk
Town of Adrian      Town of Greenfield       Village of Wyeville
17708 Incline Road       PO Box 201           209 Second Street
Norwalk, WI 54648       Tunnel City, WI 54662  Wyeville, WI 54671
Phone: 608-699-1868    Phone 372-1814           Phone 372-5384

Kris Oakes, Clerk/Treas.  James Van Wychen, Clerk
Village of Warrens   Town of Scott
PO Box 97   3365 Auger Road 
Warrens, WI  54666   Warrens, WI 54666
608-378-4177   Phone 378-4813
5/9 WNAXLP

CITY OF SPARTA
COMMON COUNCIL MINUTES FOR SPECIAL MEETING

February 9, 2022
 PRESENT: Mayor Gust, Kevin Brueggeman, Kevin Riley, Matthew 
Hoffland, Ed Lukasek, Anthony Boltik, Josh Lydon, Bruce Humphrey, Jim 
Church
 ABSENT: None
 ALSO PRESENT: Todd Fahning, Dan Hellman, Mark Sund, Library 
board members, Michelle Tryggestad
 Mayor Gust called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 Roll Call was done by the City Clerk. 

ORDINANCES
ORDINANCE _1001__

ORDINANCE OF DIRECT ANNEXATION BY UNANIMOUS 
APPROVAL

(Herrman Annexation)
 Kevin Riley read the Ordinance the first and second time.  Josh Lydon 
moved to read the Ordinance third time by title only, rules be suspended 
and placed before the Council for immediate action, seconded by 
Matthew Hoffland.  Motion carried 8-0.  Mayor Gust read the Ordinance 
third time by title only and the Ordinance was approved on a roll call vote 
8-0.

RESOLUTIONS
RESOLUTION APPROVING CERTIFIED SURVEY MAP

(Herrman Property)
 Kevin Riley read the Resolution the first and second time.  Josh Lydon 
moved to read the Resolution third time by title only, rules be suspended 
and placed before the Council for immediate action, seconded by 
Matthew Hoffland.  Motion carried 8-0.  Mayor Gust read the Resolution 
third time by title only and the Resolution was approved on a roll call vote 
8-0.
 Michelle gave an update on the library expansion project.  She passed 
out copies of the preliminary design which also included a probable cost 
sheet from FEH Design.  The front door may not be used as a main 
entrance, but the front steps will be fixed.
 A roll call vote was taken at 7:12 to go into closed session per 
Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1)(e) Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of 
public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other 
specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining 
reasons require a closed session.  Re:  Private Donations for Library 
Project
 Jim Church – Yes; Kevin Brueggeman – Yes; Bruce Humphrey 
– Yes; Anthony Boltik – Yes; Matthew Hoffland – Yes; Josh Lydon – 
Yes; Ed Lukasek – Yes; Kevin Riley - Yes

Respectfully submitted,
Julie Hanson

City Clerk
WNAXLP

CITY OF SPARTA
COMMON COUNCIL MINUTES

March 16, 2022
 PRESENT: Mayor Gust, Kevin Brueggeman, Kevin Riley, Matthew 
Hoffland, Anthony Boltik, Josh Lydon, Jim Church, Bruce Humphrey
 ABSENT: Ed Lukasek
 ALSO PRESENT: Todd Fahning, Mark Sund, Brad Gilbertson, Dan 
Hellman, Michelle Tryggestad, Emilee Nottestad, Pat Mulvaney, police 
officers
 Mayor Gust called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. 
 Roll Call was done by the City Clerk. 
 The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Alderman Hoffland
 A motion was made by Josh Lydon and seconded by Matthew 
Hoffland to approve this agenda.  Motion carried 7-0.
 A motion was made by Josh Lydon and seconded by Matthew 
Hoffland to approve the consent agenda consisting of the minutes 
of the last regular meeting of February 16, 2022.  Motion carried 7-0.  
 The City Clerk swore in Officer Bryce Rheinschmidt as a new police 
officer. His parents had the honor of pinning on his badge.
 Chaplain Skinner swore in John Gessner as a new Police Chaplain.

RESOLUTIONS
RESOLUTION APPROVING CSM 

(Karl Schure)
 Kevin Riley read the Resolution the first and second time.  Josh Lydon 
moved to read the Resolution third time by title only, rules be suspended 
and placed before the Council for immediate action, seconded by 
Matthew Hoffland.  Motion carried 7-0.  Mayor Gust read the Resolution 
third time by title only and the Resolution was approved on a roll call vote 
7-0.  
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF SPARTA TO APPLY FOR 

A WEDC CDI GRANT
 Kevin Riley read the Resolution the first and second time.  Jim Church 
moved to read the Resolution third time by title only, rules be suspended 
and placed before the Council for immediate action, seconded by Kevin 
Brueggeman.  Motion carried 7-0.  Mayor Gust read the Resolution third 
time by title only and the Resolution was approved on a roll call vote 7-0.  

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZNG GOLF COURSE CONCESSIONAIRE 
CONTRACT WITH BBG ENTERPRISES, LLC

 Jim Church read the Resolution the first and second time.  Josh Lydon 
moved to read the Resolution third time by title only, rules be suspended 
and placed before the Council for immediate action, seconded by 
Matthew Hoffland.  Motion carried 7-0.  Mayor Gust read the Resolution 
third time by title only and the Resolution was approved on a roll call vote 
6-0-1 with Anthony Boltik abstaining. 

RESOLUTION APPROVING A PROPOSAL WITH MODERN 
DISPOSAL SYSTEMS TO PROVIDE WASTE AND RECYCLING 

COLLECTION SERVICES
 Kevin Brueggeman read the Resolution the first and second time.  
Josh Lydon moved to read the Resolution third time by title only, rules 
be suspended and placed before the Council for immediate action, 
seconded by Kevin Riley.  Motion carried 7-0.  At this point, Jerry Martell 
corrected interrupted the discussion to let us know that the name of his 
business was incorrect on the Resolution.  The Resolution stated Modern 
Disposal Services and it should be Modern Disposal Systems.  A motion 
was made by Jim Church and seconded by Anthony Boltik to approve 
an amendment to this Resolution by changing the title of Services to 
Systems.  Motion carried 7-0.  Mayor Gust read the Resolution third time 
by title only and the Resolution was approved on a roll call vote 6-0-1 with 
Anthony Boltik abstaining.

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING QUOTE TO PURCHASE 
CRACK SEALER

 Kevin Brueggeman read the Resolution the first and second time.  
Josh Lydon moved to read the Resolution third time by title only, rules 
be suspended and placed before the Council for immediate action, 
seconded by Matthew Hoffland. Motion carried 7-0. Mayor Gust read the 
Resolution third time by title only and the Resolution was approved on a 
roll call vote 7-0.  
 The Library Director, Michelle Tryggestad, showed the final library 
design plans to the Council and audience. She showed the design for the 
lower level where the employees will enter, where the program space/
community space will be, and where the full kitchen will be. This area 
is designed where it could be possibly rented out in the future as other 
areas to the library can be locked up. The upper level will have study 
space, meeting rooms, a new fireplace, a large glass wall to separate the 
teen room from the other rooms. The big bay window will be curved to 
allow for seating. There will be a new elevator and will be near the new 
entrance area. The old elevator will be used for storage for the time being.  
They are still looking into the number of parking spaces that will be lost in 
the current lot.  It’s possible that four spaces may be lost.  A motion was 
made by Josh Lydon and seconded by Matthew Hoffland to approve 
the Final Library Design as presented. Motion carried 7-0.
 Todd went over the City Administrator Report.
 City Hall will be changing their office hours effective April 4th.  They will 
be Monday –  Thursday 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Friday will be 7:00 a.m. 
to 11:00 a.m.  The Park and Rec department will have the same hours as 
City Hall.  The other departments will be leaving their hours the same as 
they currently have.
 Spartan Lofts are close to occupancy. 
 The apartments off of Hwy 16 are starting their second building.
 Martin Warehousing will be starting soon.
 We are getting calls regarding economic development.
 There were no items mentioned for future consideration.
 A motion was made by Josh Lydon and seconded by Bruce 
Humphrey to go into closed session at 6:47 p.m. per Wis. Stat. 
19.85 (1) (e) Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public 
properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other 
specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining 
reasons require a closed session.  Roll call vote:  Jim Church – yes; 
Kevin Brueggeman – yes; Bruce Humphrey – yes; Anthony Boltik – 
yes; Matthew Hoffland – yes; Josh Lydon – yes; Kevin Riley – yes.

Respectfully submitted,
Julie Hanson

City Clerk
WNAXLP

**Revised**Committee of the Whole (Tuesday, March 8, 2022)
Generated by Wendy Markgren

 Committee members in attendance: Mr. Ed Lukasek, Mr. James 
Rasmussen, Ms. Heidi Prestwood, Mr. Colin Burns-Gilbert, Mr. John 
Hendricks, Mr. Anthony Scholze, and Mr. Josh Lydon.
 The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mr. Lukasek, 
Committee Chair.
 The meeting had been noticed to Evans Print & Media Group, WCOW 
Radio, Magnum Radio, the La Crosse Tribune, Sparta City Hall and 
Sparta Free Library.
 A motion was made by Mr. Lydon, seconded by Mr. Scholze to adopt 
the agenda with moving 2B. Robotics Team Report to 2A. Motion carried.
 No public input was brought forward.
 Ms. Thompson and students presented the new band uniforms.
 Chris Wells, Haylie Oswald, and Charlie Anderson gave a robotics 
team report.
 Mr. Lee gave a report on the new laser engraver.
 Mr. Pederson gave a teachers’ report.
 Ms. Wilcox gave an open enrollment campaign report.
 A motion was made by Mr. Lydon, seconded by Mr. Scholze to approve 
the Sparta High School Graduate Candidates under consent. Motion 
carried, 7/0.
 A motion was made by Mr. Lydon, seconded by Ms. Prestwood to 
approve Early College Credit Program and Start College Now applications 
under consent. Motion carried 6/1 (abstain, Mr. Hendricks).
 A motion was made by Mr. Lydon, seconded by Mr. Scholze to approve 
an additional JV girls’ soccer coach under consent. Motion carried 7/0.
 A motion was made by Mr. Lydon, seconded by Mr. Scholze to approve 
the District Long-Range Technology Plan under consent. Motion carried 
7/0.
 A motion was made by Mr. Lydon, seconded by Mr. Scholze to approve 
the District Long-Range Instructional Plan. Motion carried 7/0.
 Ms. Prestwood reported on the Assembly Bill 805.
 Ms. Hauser gave information regarding employee benefit insurance 
renewals.
 A motion was made by Mr. Lydon, seconded by Mr. Hendricks to 
approve the 2021-2022 budget revisions as presented. Motion carried 
7/0.
 A motion was made by Mr. Scholze, seconded by Mr. Lydon to approve 
a date for a Board Budget Workshop (2022-2023) under consent. Motion 
carried 7/0.
 Ms. Hauser gave a financial report.
 A motion was made by Mr. Lydon, seconded by Mr. Hendricks to 
approve the low lawn care bid. Motion carried 7/0.
 A motion was made by Mr. Lydon, seconded by Mr. Burns-Gilbert 
to approve the District Long-Range Buildings & Grounds Plan under 
consent. Motion carried 6/1 (Mr. Rasmussen).
 A motion was made by Mr. Scholze, seconded by Mr. Hendricks to 
approve the Memorial Field Bids. Motion carried 7/0.
 At 8:16 p.m. a motion was made by Mr. Lydon, seconded by Mr. 
Scholze to adjourn. Motion carried 7/0.
WNAXLP

SPARTA SCHOOL BOARD MINUTES

Special Meeting (Tuesday, March 8, 2022)
Generated by Wendy Markgren

 Committee members in attendance: Mr. Ed Lukasek, Mr. James 
Rasmussen, Mr. John Hendricks, Mr. Anthony Scholze, Ms. Heidi 
Prestwood, and Mr. Colin Burns-Gilbert.
 The meeting was called to order at 8:16 p.m. by Mr. Lydon, Board 
President.
 The meeting had been noticed to Evans Print & Media Group, WCOW 
Radio, Magnum Radio, the La Crosse Tribune, Sparta City Hall and 
Sparta Free Library.
 A motion was made by Ms. Prestwood, seconded by Mr. Lukasek to 
adopt the agenda as presented. Motion carried 7/0.
 A motion was made by Mr. Lukasek, seconded by Mr. Scholze to 
approve the bids for Memorial Field as presented. Roll call: Mr. Lydon, 
aye; Mr. Burns-Gilbert, aye; Mr. Hendricks, aye; Mr. Rasmussen aye; Mr. 
Lukasek, aye; Ms. Prestwood, aye; Mr. Scholze, aye. Motion carried 7/0
 At 8:18 p.m. a motion was made by Mr. Lukasek, seconded by Mr. 
Scholze to adjourn. Motion carried 7/0.
WNAXLP

SPARTA SCHOOL BOARD MINUTES

Regular Meeting (Tuesday, March 22, 2022)
Generated by Wendy Markgren

 Board Members in Attendance: Mr. Josh Lydon, Mr. James 
Rasmussen, Ms. Heidi Prestwood, Mr. Colin Burns-Gilbert. (Absent: Mr. 
John Hendricks, Mr. Ed Lukasek, Mr. Anthony Scholze)
 Mr. Scholze joined the meeting at 6:40 p.m. and Mr. Hendricks joined 
the meeting at 7:28 p.m.
 The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Board President, Josh 
Lydon.
 The meeting had been noticed to Evans Print & Media Group, WCOW 
Radio, Magnum Radio, La Crosse Tribune, Sparta City Hall, and Sparta 
Free Library.
 A motion was made by Ms. Prestwood, seconded by Mr. Burns-Gilbert 
to adopt the agenda as presented. Motion carried 4/0 (Absent: Mr. 
Hendricks, Mr. Lukasek, Mr. Scholze)
 At 6:35 p.m. a motion was made by Ms. Prestwood, seconded by Mr. 
Burns-Gilbert to move to Executive Session regarding an individual’s 
employment per Wisconsin Statute 19.85(1)(c) Considering employment, 
promotion, compensation, or performance evaluation data of any public 
employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises 
responsibility. Roll call: Mr. Rasmussen, aye; Ms. Prestwood, aye; Mr. 
Lydon, aye; Mr. Burns Gilbert, aye. Motion carried 4/0. (Absent: Mr. 
Lukasek, Mr. Scholze, Mr. Hendricks).
 A motion was made by Ms. Prestwood, seconded by Mr. Scholze to 
terminate an employee with suggested recommendations. Roll call: Ms. 
Prestwood, aye; Mr. Scholze, aye; Mr. Lydon, aye; Mr. Burns-Gilbert, 
aye; Mr. Rasmussen, aye. Motion carried 5/0 (Absent: Mr. Hendricks, Mr. 
Lukasek.)
 At 7:26 p.m. a motion was made by Mr. Scholze, seconded by Ms. 
Prestwood to return to open session.
 Public input was brought forward by Julie Ender and Gordon Dace.
 Alex Kress gave a Student Report.
 Mr. Russ and Ms. Cabanit gave a post High School Field Trip report.
 A motion was made by Mr. Scholze, seconded by Mr. Burns-Gilbert 
to approve the consent agenda minus items G. Discussion and possible 
action to approve Early College Credit Program and Start College Now 
Applications, J. Discussion and possible action to approve the District 
Long-Range Instructional Plan, and K. Discussion and possible action 
to approve a date for a Board Budget Workshop. Motion carried 5/0 
(Absent, Mr. Lukasek), (Abstain, Mr. Hendricks).
 A motion was made by Mr. Scholze, seconded by Ms. Prestwood 
to approve Early College Credit Program and Start College Now 
Applications, motion carried 5/0 (Absent, Mr. Lukasek), (Abstain, Mr. 
Hendricks)
 A motion was made by Mr. Hendricks, seconded by Mr. Scholze to 
approve the District Long-Range Instructional Plan, motion carried 6/0 

(Absent, Mr. Lukasek).
 No action was taken on item K.
 A motion was made by Mr. Hendricks, seconded by Mr. Burns-Gilbert 
to approve 2021-2022 budget revisions as presented. Roll call: Mr. 
Hendricks, aye; Mr. Lydon, aye; Mr. Burns-Gilbert, aye; Mr. Scholze, aye; 
Mr. Rasmussen, aye; Ms. Prestwood, aye. Motion carried 6/0, (Absent, 
Mr. Lukasek.)
 A motion was made by Mr. Scholze, seconded by Ms. Prestwood 
to approve low lawn care bid. Roll call: Mr. Burns-Gilbert, aye; Mr. 
Hendricks, aye; Mr. Rasmussen, nay; Ms. Prestwood, aye; Mr. Scholze, 
aye; Mr. Lydon, aye. Motion carried 5/1 (Mr. Rasmussen), (Absent, Mr. 
Lukasek.)
 A motion was made by Mr. Scholze, seconded by Mr. Hendricks to 
approve the District Long-Range Buildings & Grounds Plan. Motion 
carried 6/0 (Absent, Mr. Lukasek.)
 A motion was made by Mr. Hendricks, seconded by Mr. Scholze to 
accept the donation from the Gridiron Club for the Memorial Field 
scoreboard. Roll call: Mr. Scholze, aye; Mr. Rasmussen, aye; Ms. 
Prestwood, aye; Mr. Hendricks, aye; Mr. Lydon, aye; Mr. Burns-Gilbert, 
aye. Motion carried 6/0 (Absent, Mr. Lukasek.)
 A motion was made by Mr. Hendricks, seconded by Mr. Scholze to 
review and approve employee benefit renewals as presented. Roll call: R. 
Lydon, aye; Mr. Burns-Gilbert, aye; Mr. Hendricks, aye; Mr. Rasmussen, 
aye; Ms. Prestwood, aye; Mr. Scholze, aye. Motion carried 6/0 (Absent, 
Mr. Lukasek)
 A motion was made by Mr. Hendricks, seconded by Mr. Burns-Gilbert 
to approve the recommendation items (Reduce staffing positions and 
reduce the current health insurance premium cost by 5%) to address 
projected budget shortfall for the upcoming two school years. Roll call: 
Mr. Burns-Gilbert, aye; Mr. Hendricks, aye; Mr. Rasmussen, aye; Ms. 
Prestwood, aye; Mr. Scholze, aye; Mr. Lydon, aye. Motion carried 6/0 
(Absent, Mr. Lukasek.)
 A motion was made by Mr. Hendricks, seconded by Ms. Prestwood to 
approve TIER 1 Reduction in Force positions as part of 2022-2023 initial 
budget reductions. Roll call: Mr. Scholze, aye; Mr. Rasmussen, aye; Ms. 
Prestwood, aye; Mr. Hendricks, aye; Mr. Lydon, aye; Mr. Burns-Gilbert, 
nay. Motion carried 5/1 (Mr. Burns-Gilbert) (Absent, Mr. Lukasek.)
 A motion was made by Ms. Prestwood, seconded by Mr. Hendricks to 
approve the Grants/Donations as presented. Motion carried, 6/0 (Absent, 
Mr. Lukasek.)
 Meeting schedule and future agenda items were discussed. No action 
was taken
 Announcements and information was shared. No action was taken.
 At 9:17 p.m. a motion was made by Ms. Prestwood, seconded by Mr. 
Hendricks to adjourn. Motion carried, 6/0 (Absent, Mr. Lukasek.)
WNAXLP

SPARTA SCHOOL BOARD MINUTES
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Special Meeting (Tuesday, March 29, 2022)
Generated by Wendy Markgren

 Board Members in Attendance: Mr. Josh Lydon, Mr. James Rasmussen, 
Ms. Heidi Prestwood, Mr. Colin Burns-Gilbert, Mr. Ed Lukasek, and Mr. 
John Hendricks. Mr. Anthony Scholze joined via Zoom.
 The meeting was called to order at 6:33 p.m. by Board President, Josh 
Lydon.
 The meeting had been noticed to Evans Print & Media Group, WCOW 
Radio, Magnum Radio, La Crosse Tribune, Sparta City Hall, and Sparta 
Free Library.
 A motion was made by Mr. Hendricks, seconded by Mr. Rasmussen to 
adopt the agenda as presented. Motion carried 7/0.
 A motion was made by Mr. Hendricks, seconded by Mr. Lukasek to 
move to Executive Session†regarding an individual’s employment per 
Wisconsin Statute 19.85(1)(c) Considering employment, promotion, 
compensation or performance evaluation data of any public employee 
over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises 
responsibility. Roll call: Mr. Rasmussen, aye; Mr. Hendricks, aye; Mr. 
Lydon, aye; Mr. Lukasek, aye; Ms. Prestwood, aye; Mr. Scholze, aye. 
Motion carried 7/0.
 A motion was made by Mr. Rasmussen, seconded by Mr. Lydon to 
allow WASB to proceed with the hiring of a third-party investigator. Motion 
carried 7/0.
 An amended motion was made by Mr. Lukasek, seconded by Mr. 
Lydon to place an employee on paid administrative leave during the 
investigation. Roll call: Mr. Burns-Gilbert, aye; Mr. Hendricks, aye; Mr. 
Lydon, aye; Mr. Lukasek, aye; Ms. Prestwood, aye; Mr. Scholze, aye; Mr. 
Rasmussen, aye. Motion carried 7/0.
 A motion was made by Mr. Lukasek, seconded by Mr. Rasmussen to 
return to Open Session. Motion carried 7/0.
 At 8:11 p.m. a motion was made by Ms. Prestwood, seconded by Mr. 
Scholze to adjourn. Motion carried 7/0.
WNAXLP

SPARTA SCHOOL BOARD MINUTES

Regular Meeting (Tuesday, April 26, 2022)
 Board Members in Attendance: Mr. Josh Lydon, Mr. Pat McKenna, Ms. 
Heidi Prestwood, Mr. Colin Burns-Gilbert, Mr. John Hendricks, Mr. Todd 
Wells, and Mr. Anthony Scholze
 The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Board President, Mr. 
Lydon.
 The meeting had been noticed to Evans Print & Media Group, WCOW 
Radio, Magnum Radio, La Crosse Tribune, Sparta City hall, and Sparta 
Free Library.
 A motion was made by Ms. Prestwood, seconded by Mr. Scholze to 
adopt the agenda with removing 5A. Executive Session, and update 
spelling of Brooklyn Schreier. Motion carried 7/0.
	 Mr.	 Russ	 explained	 the	 process	 for	 election	 of	 officers	 and	 the	
committee appointment and called for nominations for president. Mr. 
Lydon nominated Mr. Scholze. Mr. Wells nominated Mr. Lydon, Mr. Lydon 
declined the nomination. Mr. McKenna nominated Ms. Prestwood. Mr. 
Russ called for further nominations three times. Roll Call: Mr. Burns-
Gilbert, Mr. Scholze; Mr. Hendricks, Mr. Scholze; Mr. McKenna, Ms. 
Prestwood, Mr. Wells, Mr. Scholze; Ms. Prestwood, Ms. Prestwood; Mr. 
Scholze, Mr. Scholze; Mr. Lydon, Mr. Scholze. Motion carried 5/2, (Mr. 
McKenna, Ms. Prestwood).
 Mr. Scholze called for nominations for vice president. Mr. Lydon 
nominated Mr. Burns-Gilbert. Mr. Scholze called for further nominations 
three times. Roll call: Mr. Scholze, aye; Mr. McKenna, aye; Ms. 
Prestwood, aye; Mr. Wells, aye; Mr. Hendricks, aye; Mr. Lydon, aye; Mr. 
Burns-Gilbert, aye. Motion carried 7/0.
 Mr. Scholze called for nominations for clerk. Mr. Lydon nominated 
Ms. Prestwood. Mr. Scholze called for further nominations three times. 
Roll call: Mr. McKenna, aye; Mr. Hendricks, aye, Ms. Prestwood, aye, 
Mr. Scholze, aye; Mr. Lydon, aye; Mr. Burns-Gilbert, aye, Mr. Wells, aye. 
Motion carried 7/0.
 Mr. Scholze called for nominations for treasurer. Mr. Lydon nominated 
Mr. Hendricks. Mr. Scholze called for further nominations three times. 
Roll call: Mr. Wells, aye; Ms. Prestwood, aye; Mr. Scholze, aye; Mr. 
Lydon, aye; Mr. Burns-Gilbert, aye; Mr. Hendricks, aye; Mr. McKenna, 
aye. Motion carried 7/0.
 Mr. Scholze named Mr. Hendricks as chairperson for the Committee of 
the Whole.
 Mr. Wells volunteered to be the WASB Delegate. Mr. Hendricks will be 
the alternate. Mr. McKenna volunteered to be the CESA representative. 
Mr. Burns-Gilbert will be the alternate.
 Commendation was presented to Brooklyn Schreier.
 Public input was brought forward by Eileen Becker, Bethany Annen, 
Erin Johnson, Kyla Manske, Jim Leverich, and Randy Jarvis.
 A Fort McCoy report was shared by Col. Poss and CSM DiDomenico.
 Mr. Russ and Ms. Hauser provided a follow-up to the Board of 
Education Workshop on 4/20/22.
 A motion was made by Mr. Hendricks, seconded by Mr. Lydon to 
approve consent agenda. Roll call: Ms. Prestwood, aye; Mr. Hendricks, 
aye; Mr. Lydon, aye; Mr. Burns-Gilbert, aye; Mr. Scholze, aye; Mr. Wells, 
aye; Mr. McKenna, aye. Motion carried 7/0.
 A motion was made by Mr. Lydon, seconded by Ms. Prestwood to 
approve the Professional Development Responsive Classroom Training 
for August 2022 using the DoDEA Grant. Roll call: Mr. Hendricks, aye; Mr. 
Lydon, aye; Mr. Burns-Gilbert, aye; Mr. Scholze, aye; Mr. McKenna, aye; 
Mr. Wells, aye; Ms. Prestwood, aye. Motion carried 7/0.
 A motion was made by Mr. Hendricks, seconded by Mr. Lydon to 
approve the 2022-2023 Mathematics Contract with CESA 6 using the 
DoDEA Grant. Roll call: Mr. Lydon, aye; Mr. Burns-Gilbert, aye; Mr. 
Hendricks, aye; Mr. Wells, aye; Mr. McKenna, aye; Ms. Prestwood, aye; 
Mr. Scholze, aye. Motion carried 7/0.
 A motion was made by Mr. Lydon, seconded by Mr. McKenna to 
approve Student 1-1 Devices using ESSER funds. Roll call: Mr. Burns-
Gilbert, aye; Mr. Hendricks, aye; Mr. McKenna, aye; Mr. Wells, aye; Ms. 
Prestwood, aye; Mr. Scholze, aye; Mr. Lydon, aye. Motion carried 7/0.
 A motion was made by Mr. Scholze, seconded by Mr. Wells to approve 
the Update to Board Policy Article 521 to $600 per student and $5000 per 
club for the 22-23 school year. Motion carried 7/0.
 A motion was made by Mr. Hendricks, seconded by Mr. Lydon 
to†approve Stalker Flooring bid and add the Stained Spartan Head 
pending availability of unallocated funds. Roll call: Mr. Scholze, aye; 
Mr. McKenna, aye, Ms. Prestwood, nay; Mr. Wells, aye; Mr. Hendricks, 
aye; Mr. Lydon, aye; Mr. Burns-Gilbert, nay. Motion carried 5/2 (Ms. 
Prestwood, Mr. Burns-Gilbert).
 A motion was made by Ms. Prestwood, seconded by Mr. Lydon†to 
approve the bid from Fowler and Hammer to remove the Southside 
Canopy and replace the sidewalk for $32,000. Roll call: Mr. McKenna, 
aye; Mr. Hendricks, aye; Ms. Prestwood, aye; Mr. Scholze, aye; Mr. 
Lydon, aye; Mr. Burns-Gilbert, aye; Mr. Wells, nay. Motion carried 6/1 
(Mr. Wells).
 A motion was made by Mr. Burns-Gilbert, seconded by Mr. Lydon to 
approve the HVAC Service Contract with Complete Controls. Roll call: 
Mr. Wells, aye; Ms. Prestwood, aye; Mr. Scholze, aye; Mr. Lydon, aye; Mr. 
Burns-Gilbert, aye; Mr. Hendricks, aye; Mr. McKenna, aye. Motion carried 
7/0.
 A motion was made by Mr. Hendricks, seconded by Mr. Burns-Gilbert 
to approve the CESA 4, 2022-2023 Contract. Roll call: Mr. Burns-
Gilbert, aye; Mr. Hendricks, aye; Mr. McKenna, aye; Mr. Wells, aye; Ms. 
Prestwood, aye; Mr. Scholze, aye; Mr. Lydon, aye. Motion carried 7/0.
 A motion was made by Mr. Hendricks, seconded by Mr. McKenna to 
approve the recommended staff devices. Roll call: Mr. Scholze, aye; Mr. 
McKenna, aye; Ms. Prestwood, aye, Mr. Wells, aye; Mr. Hendricks, aye; 
Mr. Lydon, aye; Mr. Burns-Gilbert, aye. Motion carried 7/0.
 A motion was made by Mr. Lydon, seconded by Mr. Wells to approve 
a Middle School Track Assistant Coach due to numbers. Motion carried 
7/0.
 A motion was made by Mr. Lydon, seconded by Ms. Prestwood to 
approve	the	2022-2023	Certified	Contracts.	Roll	call:	Mr.	McKenna,	aye;	
Mr. Hendricks, aye; Ms. Prestwood, aye; Mr. Scholze, aye; Mr. Lydon, 
aye; Mr. Burns-Gilbert, aye; Mr. Wells, aye. Motion carried 7/0.
 A motion was made by Mr. Wells, seconded by Mr. Hendricks to 
approve budget timeline Option A: Set compensation of employee 
group(s) and then possible reductions/set the budget. Roll call: Mr. Wells, 
aye; Ms. Prestwood, aye; Mr. Scholze, aye; Mr. Lydon, aye; Mr. Burns-
Gilbert, aye; Mr. Hendricks, aye; Mr. McKenna, aye. Motion carried 7/0.
 A motion was made by Mr. Burns-Gilbert, seconded by Mr. Wells 
to close the Cataract Elementary School. Mr. Hendricks amended the 
motion to include using anything above the $500,000 to improve bussing 
district-wide. Roll call: Ms. Prestwood, nay; Mr. Hendricks, aye; Mr. 
Lydon, nay; Mr. Burns-Gilbert, aye; Mr. Scholze, aye; Mr. Wells, aye; 
Mr. McKenna, nay. Motion carried 4/3 (Ms. Prestwood, Mr. Lydon, Mr. 
McKenna).
 A motion was made by Mr. Lydon, seconded by Mr. Wells to approve 
the Grants/Donations. Roll Call: Mr. Hendricks, aye; Mr. Lydon, aye; Mr. 
Burns-Gilbert, aye; Mr. Scholze, aye; Mr. McKenna, aye; Mr. Wells, aye; 
Ms. Prestwood, aye. Motion carried 7/0.
 Meeting schedules were shared. No action was taken.
 Mr. Lydon announced his resignation from the Board effective 
immediately.
 At 9:18 p.m. a motion was made by Mr. Lydon, seconded by Mr. 
Scholze to adjourn. Motion carried 7/0.
WNAXLP

Grandma and Grandpa’s Pool League of Sparta donated $726.98 to Sparta Area Cancer Support (SACS) just because 
they’re a good group of people. Doris Seekamp said, “Grandma and Grandpa’s pool league started in the early 70’s and 
have been donating to SACS for a half dozen years or so now.” Co- President of SACS Gary Peterson (right) accepted 
the donation at Lynda Lou’s in Sparta. Herald photo by Kyle Evans.

Freshmen
High Honor Roll: 

Cadence Davies, Brady 
Fischer, Riley Fravel, Emma 
Gearing, Jacob Gerke, Lauren 
Guenther, Alizah Hayes, 
Eva Hendrickson, Aubrey 
Jungmeyer, Ross Killgo, 
Shelby King, Aliza Koput, 
Emily Kress, Alex Larson, 
Adrian Lenz, Alyssa Marth, 
Addison Marx, Elizabeth 
Mathison, Madison Mcmaster, 
Alexa Miller, Allison Nelson, 
Drishti Patel, Addison 
Schanhofer, Molly Stavlo, 
Kiley Thayer, Serenity Thayer, 
Cora Vitcenda.

Honor Roll: Isabella Arne, 
Garrett Browning, Riley 
Christy, Cameron Finch, Ethan 
Gole, Annabelle Haun, Marco 
Huser, Kamryn Kinner, Aidan 
Klema, Kayleigh Kostka, 
Anna Lord, Harmon Martin, 
Savannah Myers, Carter 
Ollendick, Brelee Olson, 
Chloe Pierce, Kallie Pleuss, 
Isabelle Renaud, Gwyneth 
Robertson, Tabitha Robinson, 
Carter Vandervort, Bennett 
Zingler.

Scholastic Roll: Benjamin 
Ahrendt, Daniella Allen, 
Jakob Baumgartner, Breanna 
Bennett, Gracie Betcher, 
Riley Betthauser, Jaeleigh 
Blackdeer, Dalton Bradley, 
Amelia Braman, Jordan 
Brooner, Emerson Dingman, 
Abbigail Dohlman, Ellie 
Edgerton, Declan Fox, Tucker 
Frandsen, Kendalyn Gregar, 
Megan Habeck, Brady Hall, 
Izabell Hayes, Elius Hennegan, 
Benjamin Hilson, Alexander 
Hood, Raydan James, Blake 
Johnson, Abigail Krueger, 
Hayden Linenberg, Rajown 
Magee, Madelyn Mraz, Baine 
Murphy, Bryson Nichols, Lily 
Noth, Ethan Olson, Dylan 
Peterson, Nicholas Poirier, 
Brenna Reynolds, Bruce 
Rezin, Ava Riggs, Brodie 
Robertson, Syronna Roe, Ally 
Rubitsky, Grace Schindler, 
Caterina Simpson, Jackson 
Steffel, Allison Steinbrink, 
Atlin Steinhoff, Sydney Tiber, 
Dane Vervoren, Jacob Walters, 
Zoey Widlacki, Desiree 
Williams.

Sophomores
High Honor Roll: Josie 

Tomah high school 3rd quarter honor rolls
Bailey, Marie Bannan, Jeffrey 
Baumgartner, Jayden Brieske, 
Margaret Cavaness, Vincent 
Evans, Aisha Fritsche, Josiah 
Garrels, Owen Gerke, Adam 
Johnson, Kylee Johnson, Lily 
Joyce, Lauren Kline, Zandrea 
Mason, Ava Mckie, Kendall 
Murdock, Kamryn Murray, 
Cash Pergande, Landon Pierce, 
Jesse Plowman, Kendra 
Seering, Ashton Steele, Olivia 
Wall, Ethan Wildes, Preston 
Wildes.

Honor Roll: Brooke 
Baldwin, Aubrianna Cruz, 
Aime Eagen, Alauna 
Eckelberg, Caleb Fox, Manraj 
Grewal, Avery Hagen, Evan 
Hampton, Kendyl Hanson, 
Sandra Hess, Matthew 
Holness, Madison Johnson, 
Trevin Johnson, Kaylin 
Kinner, Alaina Koput, Joseph 
Kube, Brady Lehnherr, Jewel 
Macklin, Emma Miller, 
Kendall Peterson, Ty Richer, 
Makayla Riffle, Lucas 
Salzwedel, Aiden Santiago, 
Kirsten Schmidt, Skeyenne 
Squires, Ryan Thorson, 
William Tiber, Makayla 
Ueeck, Joshua Van Zee, Jack 
Walters, Madison Wildes, 
Johnathan Ziegler.

Scholastic Roll: Brady 
Baldwin, Kate Berry, Briahna 
Best, Lydia Boettcher, Aidan 
Branch, Elijah Brown, 
William Buckendahl, Rylan 
Calkins, Falicia Christensen, 
Ella Dicken, Dawson 
Downey, Andrew Duncan, 
Colton Falkner, Kacie Fischer, 
Haakon Garvin, Jazmine 
Gebhardt, Lucas Gleason, 
Cesar Gonzalez Ramirez, 
Bradley Granahan, Connor 
Granahan, Austin Gray, 
Carter Habeck, Ella Haskamp, 
Isaiah Huebbe, Morgan 
Iverson, Morgan Jensen, 
Justin Jorgensen, Daniel 
Jungmeyer, Tyler Kleifgen, 
Caleb Kubik, Logan Larson, 
Flora Last, Thomas Lisi, 
Trent Lord, Madelyn Mcnulty, 
Corbin Milbow-Powers, Tyler 
Moake, Brin Rewey, Kendra 
Robinson, Rylee Rubenzer, 
Andrew Rufledt, Logan 
Rufledt, Maria Ruiz, Nicholas 
Salzwedel, Nathan Sankey, 
Emmanuel Shape, Jacob 
Squires, Cora Steen-Wilson, 

Delana Vanasse, Kamryn 
Wiltsie.

Juniors
High Honor Roll: Nicholas 

Amberg, Jocelyn Battista, 
Trinity Brach, Christopher 
Burbach, Peyton Foster, Ethan 
Gearing, Daniel Gordon, 
Aisha Hughart Topgyal, 
Ethan Jackson, Kyla Johnson, 
Gregory Klouda, Elizabeth 
Kyser, Brin Neumann, August 
Newman, Jonah Nick, Lauren 
Noth, Erin Perry, Payton 
Pierce, Brady Plueger, Ethan 
Purdy, Cody Quist, Halle 
Rezin, Anna Rogers, Angelina 
Salvino, Joseph Venner, Owen 
Walker, Sydney Wedemeier, 
Ryley Winrich, Carley Zingler.

Honor Roll: Owen 
Anderson, Addison Berry, 
Jake Berry, Isaiah Bradley, 
Mckinley Budde, Jesse 
Campbell, Katrina Carlson, 
Zaine Daly, Kaden Dohlman, 
Bergen Franks, Tyler 
Hausman, Michael Holtz, Bao 
Xin Huang, Aubrey King, 
Kole Madison, Eric Mainu, 
Rylie Murray, Marjorie 
Reekie, Natalie Renaud, Diana 
Franchesca Samuels, Cole 
Schueler, Reid Spolum, Trey 
Torkelson, Gabriel Tucker, 
Hannah Van Treese, Amelia 
Zingler.

Scholastic Roll: Madison 
Abbas, Vanicia Blackhawk 
Schwartz, Caden Blanchard, 
Andrew Brookman, Madison 
Dettle, Charles Devine, 
Ronald Dixon, Mandy 
Dodsworth, Cole Drinkman, 
Natalie Dulinsky, Madeline 
Ewers, Gavin Finch, Trevor 
Gole, Thomas Hesse, Britney 
Janiszewski, Christian Jelinek, 
Jshaun Jester, Courtney Keller, 
Kierra Krause, Ethan Libbey, 
Leanna Ludke, Douglas 
Miller, Kaylee Miller, Lucille 
Molloy, Brooke Morphey, 
Kennedy Noth, Abagail 
Parrish, Jeremiah Parrott, 
Samay Patel, Connor Plunkett, 
Madelyn Pollack, Emmet 
Pope, Mitchell Schroeder, 
Riley Smith, Celeste Stockel, 
Kiera Triggs, Colton Wilcox, 
Carl Oskar Wilcox Borg, 
Trenton Wolff.

Seniors
High Honor Roll: Noelle 

Adler, Rachel Boulden, 

Emmalyn Brandvig, Eric 
Erdman, Cassian Frederick, 
Baylee Jewell, Dana Johnson, 
Katelyn Krause, Preston 
Kubitschek, Emily Long, 
Anthony Lord, Kenric Murray, 
Moriah Murray, Hannah 
Neitzel, Trinity Nichols, 
Skylar Pierce, Sophie Pokela, 
Jenna Rezin, Ty Schanhofer, 
Seth Schwemmer, Andrew 
Shumway, Sierra Steele, Sabin 
Steinhoff, Cadence  Thomson, 
Tessa Turner, Rebecca Van 
Hoof, Hannah Zhu, Braden 
Zingler.

Honor Roll: Alyssa Alden, 
Elizabeth Bradley, Kaylea 
Cook, Asha Eckelberg, 
Rozlynn Gerke, Allison 
Hayes, Madisyn Hyatt, 
Alejandro Ibarra, Madeleine 
Kline, Keyanna Klinkner, 
Ashley Krog, Jeremy Kuhn, 
Emmalyn Larson, Anthony 
Modica, Zachariah Myers, 
Shane Prielipp, Grace Rezin, 
Colin Santiago, Alyson 
Simon, Jacey Taylor, Trinity 
Thompson, Joseph Tiber, 
Alfred Waltemath.

Scholastic Roll: Macy 
Arch, Katelynn Bailey, 
Ashlynn Benish, Dante 
Bennett, Hannah Benson, 
Carson Brieske, Kathleen 
Calhoun, Noah Decorah Jr, 
Dustin Derousseau, Thane 
Foss, Jada Fritsche, Joshua 
Georgeson, Calie Giraud, 
Destiny Habeck, Landon 
Habeck, Carter Habelman, 
Alexis Hagen, Ava Harmel, 
Alyssa Haskamp, Matthew 
Hennessey, Abagail Jobe, 
Charlie Joyce, Hanna Killgo, 
Autumn Kinnunen, Chesnee 
Klinkner, Ellie Krause, Jessica 
Krueger, Isabella Kubik, 
Cassandra Lenning, Hannah 
Long, Shaylee Malinger, 
Arnell Miles, Hunter Miller, 
Mayela Nambo, Penny Olson, 
Garrett Pedersen, Varik 
Preuss, Gavin Richer, Andrew 
Robertson, Jared Rubenzer, 
Megan Samson, Daniel 
Shumway, Gabriella Sierra, 
Anthony Springer, Azrielle 
Swallow, Nolan Tessman, 
Hannah Walters, Shane White, 
Laurel Wildes.

The property currently home 
to the Veterans Administration 
Medical Center (VAMC) in 
Tomah was originally the site 
of the Tomah Indian Industrial 
School which operated from 
1891 to 1935.  In 1891, the 
United States government 
chose Tomah as the most 
acceptable location for a new 
Indian school to serve the state 
and surrounding area. The 
stated purpose of the Tomah 
Indian School was to “give the 
children a literary education 
and practical instruction so 
they could not only earn a 
living, but also get ahead in the 
world.”  On January 19, 1893, 
the school opened with seven 
employees and seven students.  
Over the next 40 years, several 
buildings were constructed, 
the site was expanded, and 
student population grew.  
The school housed about 400 
students at its prime, mostly 
from the Ho-Chunk tribe.  
“Indian schools,” like the 
one in Tomah, represented 
a growing national effort to 
assist impoverished Native 

Classroom at the Tomah Indian Industrial School, 1917. Today the VAMC is located on 
what was the Tomah Indian Industrial School property in Tomah. Contributed photo.

Tomah Indian School History Program May 12

Americans, who many saw 
struggling after being thrust 
into the “White Man’s world,” 
by indoctrinating them into 
mainstream America.  While 
students received food, shelter, 
education, and clothing, 
they were often denied their 
own language, customs, and 

traditions.  
On Thursday, May 12th at 

7pm, local historians and 
authors Kevin and Patsy 
Alderson will share the history 
of the Tomah Indian Industrial 
School, examining the 
motives for and consequences 
of the Indian Boarding 

School system. The program 
will be held at the Monroe 
County Local History Room 
& Museum, 200 W. Main 
St., Sparta.  A $1 admission 
donation is appreciated to help 
defray programming costs. 
For more info call 608-269-
8680 or visit www.Facebook.
com/mclhr.





Page 18 MONDAY, MAY 9, 2022 MONROE COUNTY HERALD

KATHY 
SCHAITEL

SATURDAY, May 14, 2022
at

SPARTA AMERICAN LEGION
1116 ANGELO RD, SPARTA, WI 54656

Doors open 6:00pm Dance starts at 6:30pm Drawing at 9:00pm

LEAD CANARIESTONYAND THE

 INVADERS

GRAND PRIZE: $500
Need Not Be Present To Win Grand Prize

Win great raffle prizes: Autographed Packer Football, 
Handmade Quilts, Meat Raffles and lots more!

6:30pm-8:30pm
6:30pm-8:30pm

TICKETS: $20 per person

AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR,
BANK OF CASHTON

OR BY CALLING
608.487.0654

9:30pm-11:30am9:30pm-11:30am

Chris Barlow (left), of Sparta, getting ready for his Freedom Honor Flight on Saturday 
flying out of La Crosse. Barlow is pictured with Legion rider honor guard member Keith 
Raddatz and Chris’ wife, Joyce Barlow (right). Contributed photo.

By KYLE EVANS
Interim Editor

This Saturday, Freedom 
Honor Flight Coulee Region 
will hold their annual 
fundraiser at the American 
Legion in Sparta. The 
fundraiser is for a cause that 
is unimaginable for some 
veterans.

The Freedom Honor Flight 
is a chaperoned flight with 
about 100 veterans per flight. 
The veterans fly out of La 
Crosse to Washington D.C. 
to look at war memorials and 
other monuments. 

The Freedom Honor Flight 

Freedom honor flight fundraiser May 14
The Roberts family presented a donation to the Freedom Honor Flight for $500 in memory of Bill Roberts. From left 
Dave Roberts, Gail Raddatz, Phyllis Roberts and Sonja Roberts. Contributed photo.

Norma Steinhoff (left), of Sparta, presented a donation to 
the Freedom Honor Flight for $300 in memory of her late 
husband Dennis Steinhoff to Edie Habhegger. Contributed 
photo

originally started for veterans 
from World War II and now is 
open to any and all veterans. 
2008 held the first flight from 
the coulee region, and the 
committee started fundraising 
soon after that.

Freedom Honor Flight 
Coulee Region fundraising 
committee member, Gail 
Raddatz said, “every veteran 
should go on this. It’s free to 
them, and it’s all donations 
from the private sector, which 
means there is no government 
involvement with this.”

This last Saturday May 
7th, a group flew out for this 

year’s Freedom Honor Flight. 
Raddatz said, “This year’s 
flight was pretty special, 
because it was in memory 
of long-time member Bill 
Bohn, who passed away in 
February.” However, Bill’s 
widow, Janet is still an active 
committee member.

This Saturday’s fundraising 
event is a dance with two live 
bands. Tony and the Invaders 
will start from 6:30-8:30p.m., 
and the Lead Canaries will 
be on from 9:30-11:30p.m. 
The doors open at 6:00p.m at 
the Sparta American Legion, 
1116 Angelo Rd. in Sparta. 

They will have raffles with a 
grand prize of $500. Cost is 
$20 to attend.

Raddatz said, “the local 
clubs, organizations, and 
businesses are very generous 
in their support.” When 
Raddatz was asked how long 
this organization will do this 
for, she said, “until every 

veteran that wants to go on the 
flight has gone.”

Committee members 
include Gail Raddatz, Janet 
Bohn, Tony Guldenaar, Edie 
Habhegger, Agnus Jenkins, 
Dale Nauman, Sue Nauman, 
Connie Schaitel, and Don 
Whitacre.

For more information you 

can check out their website at 
freedomhonorflightcr.com, or 
if you’d like to donate to the 
Freedom Honor Flight Coulee 
Region, you can send checks 
to Freedom Honor Flight PO 
Box 704 Sparta, WI 54656. If 
a business would like too get 
involved call Gail Raddatz at 
608-487-0654.

TO SET UP 
YOUR AD FOR  
THE MONROE  

COUNTY HERALD

...CALL
(608)
269-
9797

Open  House

For 
Al & Kathy 

Schaitel

Wedding Anniversary

Saturday, May 14th   12 – 3pm
Leon Community Center

20638 Jameson Road
Sparta, WI
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