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‘FRITSCH’ cont. on pg. 6

By KYLE EVANS
Interim Editor

When Paul and Cathy Fritsch 
bought their house outside 
of Leon 35 years ago it was 

a lot different than it is now. 
The Fritsch’s are busy renovating 

their main living space by removing a 
couple of walls to open sightlines from 
the kitchen to the living room.

 When the whole family visited 
around Christmas, they brought up 
the idea of taking the walls out. With 
a couple of grandchildren on the way, 
Paul and Cathy thought it would be a 
great idea.

Like any project that you think will 
be nice, easy and quick, one thing 
leads to another and removing a wall 

turns into electrical, drywall, flooring, 
structure and more. 

“I thought they could just take out 
the wall and put new flooring in,” 
Cathy said.

The FriTsch home: 

35 years and a lot of changes

F E AT U R E  S T O R Y

I thought they 
could just take out 
the wall and put 
new flooring in”  
- Cathy Fritsch

Ryan, Cathy, and Paul Fritsch stand where there used to be walls. Herald photos by Kyle Evans.

Paul Fritsch taking down the wood ceiling. 
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KubotaUSA.com
*Claim is based on speeds published on company websites as of 11/08/2021 for the following 52”- 54” zero-turn models: Gravely Pro-Turn ZX, Scag Patriot, 
Exmark Radius S Series, Toro Titan HD 2000 Series, Hustler Fastrak SDX, John Deere ZTrak.  © Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2022. $0 Down, 0% A.P.R. 
� nancing for 36 months or customer instant rebates of $300 are available on purchases of select new Kubota Z400 Series equipment from participating 
dealers’ in-stock inventory is available to quali� ed purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation USA; subject to credit approval.  Example: 36 monthly 
payments of $27.78 per $1,000 � nanced.  Some exceptions apply. Offers expire 6/30/22. Terms subject to change. This material is for descriptive purposes 
only. Kubota disclaims all representations and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, disclaimer, 
safety, incentive offer and product information, consult your Dealer or KubotaUSA.com.

VISIT US TODAY FOR THIS LIMITED-TIME OFFER

Get a great offer on class-leading speed*, ergonomic comfort and 
the exclusive Hydro-Gear ZT-3600 transmission.

Get more 
done faster. 

Z400       Gas powered

$0 DOWN   0% APR   36 MONTHS

SAVE $300
OR

Portland Implement Inc
20 STATE HIGHWAY 33

CASHTON, Wisconsin 54619
(608) 654-5976
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Miller’s Tree Service 

(608) 487-6245
•Tree Removal

•Tree Trimming

•Stump Grinding

•Site Cleanup

•Fully Insured 

1millerstreeservice@gmail.com

New Name New Owners! Previously known as Bechtels Tree Service. 
We Offer the Same Great Quality work • 100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

We specialize in your complete 
dinning room and bedroom furnishings

Open Mon. to Sat.
8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Closed Sunday
18755 Nickel Ave.

Norwalk, WI 54648

Hand-Crafted Furniture

•Walnut
•Spalted
Maple

•Cherry
•Red Oak
•White Oak
•Cedar
•Pine
•Hickory

Table & Chairs • Bedroom Sets • Hutches 
Kitchen Cabinets • Office Furniture

ALL SPECIES OF HARDWOOD 
COME VISIT OUR LARGE SHOWROOM

We can build 
your project or
do your own

Special for
 this Summer

Natural Edge Slabs
 & Burls for all your 

projects!

Repairing the 
winter ‘burn’ for 
your evergreens

By UW-Extension Service

What is winter burn? 
Winter burn is a common problem 

of evergreens including those with 
broad leaves (e.g., boxwood, holly, 
rhododendron), needles (e.g., fir, 
hemlock, pine, spruce, yew) and 
scale-like leaves (e.g., arborvitae, 
false cypress, juniper) grown in open, 
unprotected locations and exposed to 
severe winter conditions.  Evergreen 
plants that are marginally hardy in a 
location (i.e., not well-adapted to local 
winter conditions) are at increased risk 
for winter burn.  Winter burn can be so 
severe that affected plants may die and/
or require replacement.

What does winter burn look like?  
Winter burn symptoms often become 

apparent as the snow melts and spring 
temperatures rise.  Foliage starts to brown 
at the tips of branches with browning 
progressing inward toward the center of 
the plant.  On broad-leaved evergreens, 
leaf edges typically brown first, followed 
by browning of entire leaves.  Foliage 
facing south, southwest or west is most 
often affected.  Symptomatic foliage 
often begins to drop off starting in spring 
and continuing through mid-summer as 
new foliage is produced.  In extreme 
cases, entire plants can brown and die.

What causes winter burn?  There are 
many factors that can contribute to winter 
burn.  In general, plants with shallow or 
poorly-developed root systems that do 
not efficiently take up water (e.g., recent 
transplants) are more prone to winter 
burn.  Warm fall temperatures that delay 
the onset of plant dormancy can also 
contribute to winter burn.  Under such 
conditions, plants are not prepared for the 
subsequent rapid onset of freezing winter 
temperatures, and as a result damage to 
foliage occurs.  Similar cold injury can 
occur mid-winter when temperatures 
drop sharply at sunset causing foliage 
that has warmed during the day to rapidly 
cool and freeze.  In addition, on sunny 
winter days, foliage (particularly foliage 
facing the sun) can begin to transpire (i.e., 
naturally lose water through the foliage).  
Because the ground is frozen, plant roots 
cannot take up water and replace the 
water that has been lost from the foliage.  
As a result, foliage dries and browns.  
Foliage under snow or facing away from 
the sun and direct winds is usually not 
damaged.  Strong winter winds can lead 
to additional water loss making winter 
burn more severe.  Colder than normal 
winter temperatures and longer than 
normal winters can also be factors in the 

development of winter burn, especially 
if below normal temperatures occur 
into April (the time of year when plants 
normally come out of dormancy and 
are most susceptible to winter injury).  
Finally, exposure of plants to salt used 
to deice roads, driveways and sideways 
during the winter can make plants more 
prone to winter burn injury.

How do I save a plant with winter 
burn?  

For evergreens such as arborvitaes, 
boxwoods, junipers and yews, prune 
out dead, brown, damaged or dying 
tissue in mid-spring after new foliage 
is produced.  If new foliage has not yet 
emerged by spring, scratch the bark on 
affected branches and look for green 
tissue underneath.  Also gently peel back 
the bud scales to look for inner green 
bud tissue.  If the stem or bud tissue 
is green, buds on the branch may still 
break to form new foliage.  If the tissue 
is brown, the branch is most likely dead 
and you should prune the branch back to 
a live, lateral bud or branch.  Such buds 
and branches may be far back inside 
the canopy and pruning may remove a 
substantial amount of the plant.  Pines, 
spruces and firs typically produce new 

‘EVERGREENS’ cont. on pg. 14
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Repairing the 
winter ‘burn’ for 
your evergreens

1. Sort through your belongings and throw away, sell and donate  
what you no longer need.

2. Air out each room.

3. Dust and clean the walls, ceilings, floors and carpets.

4. Wash the windows, curtains and blinds, and reinstall your window 
screens.

5. Clean out the pantry, refrigerator, freezer, cupboards, drawers  
and medicine cabinets.

6. Wipe down the inside and outside of your small and large appliances.

7. Disinfect your garbage cans.

8. Dust all fan blades, baseboard heaters and light fixtures.

9. Vacuum your chair cushions and mattresses and turn them inside out.

10. Check the attic to ensure there’s no water or pest damage.

11. Test your air conditioning unit.

12. Examine your home’s roof, skylights and chimney, and schedule any 
necessary repairs.

13. Inspect your home’s foundation and seal any visible cracks.

14. Clean your gutters and make sure they’re in good condition so water 
drains away from your home.

15. Check all your door and window seals and make any necessary repairs.

16. Check your home’s siding, faucets, light fixtures and electrical outlets.

17. Wash your home’s windows and siding.

18. Wash your deck, and sand and paint it if needed.

19. Hook up your water outlets and reinstall your garden hoses.

20. Put away your snow shovels and de-icers.

21. Open up your pool by removing the liner and turning on the water 
treatment system.

22. Inspect and repair your garden accessories, barbecue and tools.

23. Trim back any tree branches or shrubs that are too close to your home.

24. Pull weeds, and rake and fertilize your yard.

25. Clean up your flower beds, remove any winter coverings and prune 
perennials, roses, evergreens and spring-flowering shrubs.

Don’t delay — it’s time to get to work.

INSIDE

OUTSIDEWhen the weather starts to warm up, 
it’s time to take care of your spring cleaning  
and yard work. Here’s a list of tasks to  
complete both inside and outside your home.



6 Thursday, April 7, 2022 Spring Home & Garden

www.bank f i rs t .com
MEMBER FDIC  |  EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

KRISTI ROUSH
(608) 374-1145
NMLS #1432592

WENDY WRIGHT
(608) 372-7555
NMLS #457234

*Limited time offer. Wisconsin properties only. Offer valid with a Bank First checking and
subject to credit approval. Closing costs generally range between $1,000 and $2,000.

OFF
CLOSING 
COSTS*

SAVE 
UP TO $750

FIRST-TIME 
HOMEBUYER
SPECIAL

Paul and their son Ryan have 
done a lot of the work, which can be 
exhausting. 

“It’s hard to get everything done,” 
Paul said. “When you work all day, 
you don’t want to come home and 
work some more. There’s only so 
much time in a day.” 

Renovating can lead to a lot of 
doubt and Cathy had her moment 
when the project was nearly done. 
The flooring will be installed at 
the end of April and last weekend 
everything was complete besides the 
floor. This is when Cathy decided 
the wood on the kitchen ceiling 
wouldn’t go well with the new 
flooring and she asked Paul to take 
it down.

Paul, listened to his wife and took 
the wood ceiling down, then had to 
paint it as well. 

 “We haven’t run into many 
issues on getting product for their 

renovation,” Paul said. “We’ve been 
trying to buy most things local, 
and luckily we haven’t had any 
challenges on that front.”

Originally when they bought the 
house, the garage was where the 
living room is. The Fritsch’s changed 
that to make more room for their 
growing family at the time. Now, 35 
years later, they are doing it all over 
again for their growing family. Their 
son Ryan and their daughter Amy 
both have babies on the way. 

The family started renovating at 
the end of January and will be done 
later this month, when the flooring 
gets installed. Four to five years ago 
the Fritsch’s renovated the outside 
of their home with new siding and 
windows. 

The Fritsch’s are looking forward 
to their next family get together 
when the renovation is all done.

‘FRITSCH’
continued from page 2

Ryan Fritsch taking up old flooring. 
Herald photo by Kyle Evans.

LANDSCAPING PRODUCTS
BULKBULK
LOADLOAD

MULCH  |  GRAVEL  |  RIVER ROCK  |  PEA GRAVEL  |  SAND  |  BLACK DIRT  |  COMPOST 

3/4 YARD 
* PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 

ROAD 
GRAVEL

$34.05 

RIVER 
ROCK
$50.99 

PEA
GRAVEL

$35.99 

MASON
SAND
$21.43 

BLACK
DIRT

$45.85 

GARDEN
COMPOST

$58.69 

NATURAL 
LIGHT

$24.49 

NATURAL
DARK

$24.49 

GOLD 
MULCH

$31.99 

BROWN 
MULCH

$31.99 

RED
MULCH

$31.99 

M-F: 7-7
SAT: 8-5
SUN: 9-5

STORE HOURSTOMAH
1201 N. Superior Ave.  |  (608) 374-4200

SPARTA
1310 W. Wisconsin St.  |  (608) 269-5028

RICHLAND CENTER
2419 U.S. Hwy 14E.  |  (608) 649-4300

AllAmericanDoitCenter.com



monroecountyherald.com Thursday, April 7, 2022 7

13332 Inspiration Ave • Sparta, WI 54656
608-269-7686 • cell: 608-487-5367

www.kenscustomcabinets.net
·Kitchen Cabinets
·Bath Vanities

·Quartz, Granite &
Laminate Countertops

Is your closet unorganized 
and cluttered? 

How about a refresh with more
functional storage?

Is your kitchen dated, 
dingy, and cluttered?

How about an update to suit 
today’s lifestyle?

Upgrades happen for all kinds of 
reasons, but one of the most common 
purposes of a home renovation is to 
make essential spaces like kitchens and 
bathrooms more modern.

Modernizing your spaces isn’t just about 
the aesthetic, although that is a major 
advantage, especially when it comes to 
resale value. Updating your kitchen and 
bath is also an opportunity to introduce 
new technology and enhancements that 
improve the function of these high-traffic 
rooms.

Modern styles simplify everyday living 
and can make contemporary entertaining 
more enjoyable. The sleek lines of modern 
design lend themselves to a clean look, 
which is supported by hidden features that 
make organization easier.

Smart Technology
Although the idea of a connected 

home isn’t new, technology is steadily 
improving. This means smart features 
are now often more affordable, easily 
integrated into the rest of your home and 
available to help manage a wider range of 
household items.

In the kitchen, you can add smart 
technology in numerous ways, from 
appliances and climate control to lighting 
and window treatments. For example, 

Modern Kitchen and Bath Upgrades

‘UPGRADES’ cont. on pg. 15
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SSpprriinngg  hhaass  sspprruunngg...... Time to improve your home!

M-F 8-6; Sat. 8-48-6

The Board Store
Home Improvements

524 Copeland Ave. | La Crosse, WI 54603

608-782-8877
Licensed in WI: #DC059500862 and Minnesota #BC039847

Locally Owned
Veteran Owned

www.theboardstoreonline.com

Hours:
Monday - Friday 8-6

Saturday 8-4
Sunday Closed

2019

Make your space all you want it to be with the assistance of our design professionals. Enjoy a great remodeling experience
with quality products installed quickly and correctly by our team of skilled carpenters.

INTERIORS
KITCHENS • BATHROOMS
FLOORING • ACCESSIBILITy

BATHROOMS

FLOORING ACCESSIBILITY

EARLY BIRD HOME SHOW
Lowest prices of the year!

February 16 – March 16

EXTERIORS INTERIORSWINDOWS • ENTRY DOORS
PATIO DOORS • SUNROOMS

SIDING • GUTTERS

BATH REMODELS
FULL REMODEL OR WETSPACE

KITCHEN REMODELS • FLOORING

Starting small or doing it all, you can enjoy a great looking home, energy 
savings, low maintenance, and convenience. Trust our experienced sales 
consultants to find just the right solution for you and present a firm and 

final price without flim flam or fake discounts.

12 MONTHSNO PAYMENTSNO INTEREST*

SUNROOMSSIDING

KITCHENS

PATIO DOORS

ENTRY DOORSENTRY DOORS

*Subject to qualifying credit approval - interest accrues at an assumed 
rate of 17.99% during promotional period but is waived if paid in full

within 12 months.

Make your space all you want it to be with the assistance of our 
design professionals. Enjoy a great remodeling experience with 
quality products installed quickly and correctly by our team of 

skilled carpenters.

TUB WITH SURROUND

FLOORING

WALK-IN TUB

WALK-IN SHOWER

BARRIER FREE
SHOWER

KITCHENS

FULL BATH REMODEL

ALL TILE SHOWER
OR TUB SURROUND

M-F 8-6; Sat. 8-48-6

The Board Store
Home Improvements

524 Copeland Ave. | La Crosse, WI 54603

608-782-8877
Licensed in WI: #1612 and Minnesota #BC039847

Locally Owned
Veteran Owned

www.theboardstoreonline.com

Hours:
Monday - Friday 8-6

Saturday 8-4
Sunday Closed

2019
EARLY BIRD HOME SHOW
Lowest prices of the year!

February 16 – March 16

Starting small or doing it all, you can enjoy a great looking home, energy savings, low maintenance, and convenience. Trust our experienced sales
consultants to find just the right solution for you and present a firm and final price without flim flam or fake discounts.

EXTERIORS WINDOWS • DOORS
SIDING • TRIM • SUNROOMS

WINDOWS DOORSWhite

Walnut

Dk. Oak

Cherry

Tan

Lt. Oak

MaplePecan

Black

 Windows | Doors | Sunrooms | Screenrooms | Siding | Soffit & Fascia | Decks | Kitchens | Bath Remodels | Flooring

HOURS 
MON - FRI 8-6 
SAT 8-4
SUN CLOSED

524 Copeland Ave | La Crosse, WI 54603 | theboardstoreonline.com | 608.530.0770 
WI Contractor License #DC059500862 | MN Contractor License #BC039847 Locally Owned | Veteran Owned
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SSpprriinngg  hhaass  sspprruunngg...... Time to improve your home!

M-F 8-6; Sat. 8-48-6

The Board Store
Home Improvements

524 Copeland Ave. | La Crosse, WI 54603

608-782-8877
Licensed in WI: #DC059500862 and Minnesota #BC039847

Locally Owned
Veteran Owned

www.theboardstoreonline.com

Hours:
Monday - Friday 8-6

Saturday 8-4
Sunday Closed

2019

Make your space all you want it to be with the assistance of our design professionals. Enjoy a great remodeling experience
with quality products installed quickly and correctly by our team of skilled carpenters.

INTERIORS
KITCHENS • BATHROOMS
FLOORING • ACCESSIBILITy

BATHROOMS

FLOORING ACCESSIBILITY

EARLY BIRD HOME SHOW
Lowest prices of the year!

February 16 – March 16

EXTERIORS INTERIORSWINDOWS • ENTRY DOORS
PATIO DOORS • SUNROOMS

SIDING • GUTTERS

BATH REMODELS
FULL REMODEL OR WETSPACE

KITCHEN REMODELS • FLOORING

Starting small or doing it all, you can enjoy a great looking home, energy 
savings, low maintenance, and convenience. Trust our experienced sales 
consultants to find just the right solution for you and present a firm and 

final price without flim flam or fake discounts.

12 MONTHSNO PAYMENTSNO INTEREST*

SUNROOMSSIDING

KITCHENS

PATIO DOORS

ENTRY DOORSENTRY DOORS

*Subject to qualifying credit approval - interest accrues at an assumed 
rate of 17.99% during promotional period but is waived if paid in full

within 12 months.

Make your space all you want it to be with the assistance of our 
design professionals. Enjoy a great remodeling experience with 
quality products installed quickly and correctly by our team of 

skilled carpenters.

TUB WITH SURROUND

FLOORING

WALK-IN TUB

WALK-IN SHOWER

BARRIER FREE
SHOWER

KITCHENS

FULL BATH REMODEL

ALL TILE SHOWER
OR TUB SURROUND

M-F 8-6; Sat. 8-48-6

The Board Store
Home Improvements

524 Copeland Ave. | La Crosse, WI 54603

608-782-8877
Licensed in WI: #1612 and Minnesota #BC039847

Locally Owned
Veteran Owned

www.theboardstoreonline.com

Hours:
Monday - Friday 8-6

Saturday 8-4
Sunday Closed

2019
EARLY BIRD HOME SHOW
Lowest prices of the year!

February 16 – March 16

Starting small or doing it all, you can enjoy a great looking home, energy savings, low maintenance, and convenience. Trust our experienced sales
consultants to find just the right solution for you and present a firm and final price without flim flam or fake discounts.

EXTERIORS WINDOWS • DOORS
SIDING • TRIM • SUNROOMS

WINDOWS DOORSWhite

Walnut

Dk. Oak

Cherry

Tan

Lt. Oak

MaplePecan

Black

 Windows | Doors | Sunrooms | Screenrooms | Siding | Soffit & Fascia | Decks | Kitchens | Bath Remodels | Flooring

HOURS 
MON - FRI 8-6 
SAT 8-4
SUN CLOSED

524 Copeland Ave | La Crosse, WI 54603 | theboardstoreonline.com | 608.530.0770 
WI Contractor License #DC059500862 | MN Contractor License #BC039847 Locally Owned | Veteran Owned
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EVERYTHING FROM HIGH DEFINITION 
LAMINATE TO CAMBRIA QUARTZ - EVEN VANITY TOPS!

Tell themTell them
Peyton sentPeyton sent

you!you!

Bring this ad in and get a FREE 
Under mount sink with your Cambria Purchase!

301 E. Oak Street, 
Sparta, WI 54656 

(608) 269-2115
shopwesco.com

HOURS:
Monday – Wed. 8am–6pm

Thursday 8am–7pm
Friday 8am–6pm

Saturday 8am–5pm
Sunday 11am–4pm

Do you want to refresh a room in your home? If so, 
consider buying new furniture. Here are a few tips for 
choosing the right pieces for your space.

PREPARE
Start by choosing a style of furniture like Scandinavian, 
contemporary or farmhouse. Then, pick out upholstery 
and other features that complement the room. Finally, 
set a budget to narrow down your options.

CONFIGURE
To ensure you choose furniture that’s the right size for 

your space, measure both the furniture and room. 
Use graph paper to draw the room, and then cut out 
scale models of the furniture to test out different 
configurations.

Alternatively, you can purchase an interior design app or 
software to create a three-dimensional replica of your 
space, and use it to experiment with different layouts.

If you need professional help to create the room of 
your dreams, look for an interior designer or decorator 
in your area.

Painting and wallpapering are two effective ways to 
transform the look of a room. Here’s some 
information to help you decide which products to 
use in your home.

PAINT
The finish of your paint is just as important as its 
colour. A matte finish is ideal for living rooms, 
bedrooms and ceilings. However, satin and gloss 
finishes are stain resistant and easy to clean, making 
them ideal for kitchens and bathrooms. It’s a good 

idea to take home several paint samples to see how 
each colour looks in the room.

WALLPAPER
Choose a wallpaper that’s suitable for your space. For 
example, if you’re remodelling your kitchen, choose a 
wallpaper that’s durable and easy to clean. Moreover, 
make certain the pattern complements the space and 
will line up well when installed. Additionally, ensure 
each roll of wallpaper has the same batch number.

PAINT AND WALLPAPER
If you want to combine paint 
and wallpaper, stick to a 
maximum of three colours; 
select a dominant, secondary 
and accent colour. Additionally, 
you should choose paint and 
wallpaper that share a common 
hue. Make sure you base your 
colour scheme on a shade in the 
background or foreground of 
the wallpaper.

For inspiration and personalized 
advice, visit your local shops.

What you should do  
before buying new furniture

What you should know  
about paint and wallpaper
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Follow us on Facebook 

1522 Commercial Street
Bangor, WI 54614

(608) 486-4046

Vintage Décor, Crafted & New

f

EVERYTHING FROM HIGH DEFINITION 
LAMINATE TO CAMBRIA QUARTZ - EVEN VANITY TOPS!

Tell themTell them
Peyton sent Peyton sent 

you!you!

Bring this ad in and get a FREE 
Under mount sink with your Cambria Purchase!

301 E. Oak Street, 
Sparta, WI 54656 

(608) 269-2115
shopwesco.com

HOURS:
Monday – Wed. 8am–6pm

Thursday 8am–7pm
Friday 8am–6pm

Saturday 8am–5pm
Sunday 11am–4pm

After months of cool weather, the 
first hint of spring will likely have the 
whole family eager to dive into outdoor 
activities. This year, as you begin 
tackling the garden, find ways to get 
the youngest family members in on the 
action, too.

Not only is gardening an activity you 
can enjoy together, there are numerous 
ways to incorporate age-appropriate, 
teachable moments from counting and 
colors to responsible care of living 
things.

Creating a positive first experience 
with gardening can start with this 
simple advice:

1. Dedicate a spot for a junior garden,
which allows you to instill a sense 
of pride and ownership in the little 
gardener while protecting your own 
garden areas from ambitious young 
hands.

2. Provide appropriate tools in child
sizes. Just as you would teach a child 
the finer points of baseball using a bat 
and glove, demonstrate the joys of 
gardening with tools such as a rake, hoe 
and trowel, all of which can be found in 
sizes more manageable for little helpers.

3. Let the kids choose what to plant.
Whether flowers or food plants, allow 
children to make their own decisions 
(within reason) about what they would 
like to grow. This can help them engage 
in the magic of watching items they 
selected emerge from the ground and 
grow into their finished forms.

4. Encourage exposure to unfamiliar
plants that entice the senses with 
appealing smells and flavors. Herbs 
such as chives, mint and basil are good 
choices, or consider edible flowers such 
as pansies or violets.

5. Set an example for your child to
imitate by giving regular and proper 
care to your own garden.

Remember to bring the lesson full 
circle by enjoying the bounty of your 
garden together, whether it’s a small 
hand-cut bouquet or a meal featuring 
your child’s fresh-grown produce. Find 
more tips for gardening with your kids 
at eLivingtoday.com.

5 Tips for Gardening with Kids
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NO 
REQUIRED
CREDIT

Lease It. Love It. Own It.

LOW monthly payments 
The Best Brands

HTS LEASING GENERIC FLYER

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
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Tomah, Wisconsin 54660

1114 N. Superior Ave
Tomah Sample text goes 
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Sparta
520 S. Black River St

608-269-0433
Owner - Todd Giraud
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Patti Evans
REAL ESTATE

1524 Commercial St.
Bangor, WI 54614
608.792.3664
pattikevans@gmail.com

Patti Evans, Owner

By KYLE EVANS
Interim Editor

The real estate market is 
absolutely bonkers right now. If 
you’re a buyer looking for a place, I 
wish you the best of luck. 

February home sales slipped 4.7% 
in Wisconsin compared to February 
2021 as inventories continued to 
tighten in 2022, according to the 
latest report from the Wisconsin 
REALTORS® Association. With 
demand remaining strong, the 
statewide price rose 9.3% over the 
past 12 months to $235,000. 

“There is record low inventory, 
buyers need to look at a place within 
the first day or two of it being on the 
market, and buyers need to expect 
to pay a premium,” said Isaac 
Wissestad, broker and owner at VIP 
Realty in Tomah.

Homes in Monroe County were 
on the market for an average of 66 
days in February, according to the 
association.

Trent Ziegler, owner and broker 

at Coulee Real Estate & Property 
Management in Sparta said, “there 
are lots and lots of buyers, but 
there isn’t much for sale. Now that 
spring is in the air, the inventory 
should pick up, as it usually does 
in the spring. We’re also seeing an 
increase in interest rates, but I don’t 
see that slowing down the market 
this year.”

The association reports the median 
price for a home in Monroe County 
in February was $230,000. That is up 
28% over February last year.

 “It’s a wild market, when we have 
new listings, we’re listing them at 
new highs  (compared to comparable 
homes in the area) and most homes 
are still going over list price,” 
Wissestad said.

Wissestad and Ziegler agree, It’s 
a great seller’s market, but if you 
don’t have a place lined up to live 
when you sell your house, it can be 
tough. You can sell your home for 
a good price, but you’ll most likely 
also pay a premium for the house 
you want to buy.

The real estate 
market in and around 

Monroe County
Local home prices 
up considerably

With spring officially here, homeowners 
and landscape professionals alike will be 
reaching for their shovels to start digging 
projects — from planting trees and 
creating garden beds to installing new 
mailboxes, fences or pools. Before you 
put your shovel in the ground, don’t miss 
the critical step that can protect you, your 
neighbors and the utility services you 
rely on: contacting 811.

As 58% of American homeowners plan 
to dig this year — according to research 
from the Common Ground Alliance 
(CGA) — contacting 811 before digging 
is critical to avoid unintentionally 
striking a utility line. Unfortunately, 
approximately 34.9 million people across 
the country will skip this crucial step 
before starting their project, which can 
result in inconvenient outages for entire 
neighborhoods, serious harm to yourself 
or your neighbors, and significant repair 
costs.

Contacting 811 — by making a free 
call to 811 or, in most areas, a request 
online — connects you to your local one 
call utility notification center to have 
underground utilities marked so that they 
are not damaged during digging projects. 

Every digging project, no matter how 
large or small, warrants contacting 811. 
Installing a mailbox or fence, building a 
deck and landscaping are all examples of 
digging projects that should only begin a 
few days after calling 811 or submitting a 
request online.

“A utility line is damaged every few 
minutes in America because someone 
decided to dig without contacting 811 
to learn the approximate location of 
buried utilities in their area,” said CGA 
President and CEO Sarah Magruder 
Lyle. “With an estimated 71 million 
Americans planning home improvements 
as the weather warms up, contacting 
811 a few days before any projects that 
require digging — including common 
landscaping projects like planting trees 
and shrubs — is critical to preventing 
incidents like service outages and serious 
injuries.”

To help keep yourself safe and 
connected to important utilities, follow 
these simple safe digging steps before 
your next project:

1. A free, simple phone call to 811, or a 

Don’t miss this critical step 
before your next gardening or 
home improvement project

‘DIG’ cont. on pg. 14
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SPARTA, WI

SPARTA, WI TOMAH, WI

269-4300 372-7897

YOUR HOMETOWN HAULER

200 Hemstock Dr. Sparta, WI 54656 (608) 269-2789 800 Townline Rd. Tomah, WI 54660 (608) 372-7897

KEEPIN’ IT CLEAN

By UW-Extension Service

A wooden rain barrel was a familiar sight in many 
backyard gardens at the turn of the century. 

Its purpose was simple – collect rainfall running 
off a roof and store it for future use. Often, that 
use would have been watering flowers and garden 
plants when the weather turned dry. 

Turn-of-the-century gardeners knew by 
experience what chemistry teaches us today: rain 
water can be better for plants than water pumped 
from the ground or piped through a city water main. 
It’s not chlorinated, fluoridated or loaded with 
dissolved salts. 

And, rain water is mildly acidic, which helps 
plants take up important minerals from the soil. 
Today, electric well pumps and city water pressure 
make storing water in rain barrels seem like more 
work than it’s worth. Nevertheless, we might reflect 
upon the past and consider what the rain barrel can 
symbolize.

 A rain barrel reminds us of a simpler, in some 
ways more sensible, approach to yard care. It 
shouldn’t imply that conscientious people must 
go out, buy a rain barrel, and place it under a 
downspout. But there are applications today of what 
we might call a rain-barrel ethic. 

A rain-barrel ethic suggests an awareness 
of personal actions and their effects on the 
environment, with the knowledge that simple and 
natural methods are sometimes the most effective 
ways to care for your yard. In practice, such an 
ethic could mean the difference between clean and 
polluted lakes and streams.

Old is in for saving rain water
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•Roses
•Evergreens
•Trees
•Shrubs
•Ornamentals
•Metal yard art
and bird baths

East on CTH B just off I-90 in West Salem
(608)786-3535  •  CottageGroveNursery.com

Mon-Fri 8-5, Sat 8-4, Sun 10-1

Our greenhouses are full of 
beautiful perennials.

Cottage Grove Nursery and Gift Shop is now open!

Our greenhouses are full
 of beautiful perennials

Gift and 
Decorating Ideas 
in the Gift Shop

1006 Superior Ave., Tomah, WI  54660
J&R VarietyLLC

(608) 374-3404

VARIETY of Solar Wind 
Spinners, Dragonflies, & 

so much more!

 Monday – Saturday
  9:00am – 4:00pm

WE’RE OPEN!

Lawn & Garden
Outdoor
Decor

VARIETY of Silk flowers 
starting at 10 for $1.00

Large 
Selection 

of 
Mattresses

growth at branch tips in spring that will 
replace winter burn-damaged needles, and 
thus pruning may not be required on these 
evergreens.  After a couple of growing 
seasons, new foliage will fill in the areas 
that were damaged.  If an entire evergreen 
is brown, recovery is unlikely and the 
plant should be replaced with something 
(e.g., a deciduous shrub or tree) that is 
better-suited to the site.

How do I avoid problems with winter 
burn in the future?  

Use a variety of strategies to prevent 
winter burn before winter arrives. Plant 
the right plant in the right place.  Buy 
plants that are rated as cold hardy for 
your location and are well-adapted to 
local growing and soil conditions.  Plants 
exposed to drying winter sun and winds 
are more likely to be injured.  Therefore, 
avoid planting winter injury sensitive 
evergreens, particularly those that require 
shade or that are marginally cold-hardy, 
in exposed, sunny, windy areas.  Plant 

them on the northeast or east side of a 
building or in a protected courtyard.  Plant 
boxwoods, hemlocks, rhododendrons, 
and yews in partial shade to provide them 
added protection from winter sun and 
wind.

Other tips
Plant evergreens at the right time of 

year.  Optimally plant evergreens either in 
early spring (before buds break) or in late 
summer (i.e., August through September).   
Evergreens can be planted in the summer 
if you provide supplemental water.  Avoid 
planting after early October in northern 
Wisconsin and after mid-October in 
southern Wisconsin as this will not allow 
sufficient time for roots to grow adequately 
before the ground freezes.

DO NOT prune evergreens in late 
summer or early fall.  Late season 
pruning of some non-native evergreens 
may encourage a flush of new growth that 
will not harden off properly before winter.

Mulch evergreens properly.  Apply 

two inches (on clay soils) to four inches 
(on sandy soils) of loose mulch (e.g., 
shredded hardwood, pine, or cedar bark; 
leaf compost; or wood chips) around the 
base of evergreens out to at least the drip 
line (e.g., the edge of where the branches 
extend).  Keep mulch at least three inches 
away from the trunks of trees and the 
bases of shrubs.  

Proper mulch insulates roots from 
severe fluctuations of soil temperatures 
and reduces water loss.  It also helps 
protect roots from injury due to heaving 
that occurs when soils go through cycles 
of freezing and thawing during the winter.  
Heaving can especially be a problem 
for shallow-rooted and newly planted 
evergreens.  DO NOT mulch excessively 
or too close to plants as this can lead to 
damage by providing shelter for mice 
and voles (which can girdle trunks and 
branches) and by providing a favorable 
environment for disease development as 
well as insect activity and feeding.

Water plants properly.  Plants that 
are well-hydrated are less prone to 
winter burn.  In particular, newly planted 
or young evergreens, especially those 
planted in open, exposed sites, those 

planted under eaves, or those planted in 
dry falls may suffer severe moisture loss 
during the winter and consequently severe 
winter burn.  Established evergreens 
should receive approximately one inch of 
water per week and newly transplanted 
evergreens up to two inches of water per 
week during the growing season up until 
the soil freezes in the autumn or there is 
a significant snowfall.  If supplemental 
watering is needed, use a soaker or drip 
hose to apply water near the drip lines of 
plants rather than using a sprinkler.

Avoid late summer or fall fertilization.  
Applying quick-release, high-nitrogen 
fertilizers in late summer or fall could 
potentially stimulate growth of new 
foliage (particularly on some non-native 
evergreens) as well as inhibit proper onset 
of dormancy which can lead to damage 
over the winter.  If you are concerned that 
your evergreens may need to be fertilized, 
submit a soil sample from around your 
plants to a professional soil testing lab 
that can provide specific information on 
what fertilizer to use and when to fertilize. 
Contact your county Extension agent for 
more information.

‘EVERGREENS’
continued from page 4

‘DIG’
continued from page 14

connected to important utilities, follow 
these simple safe digging steps before 
your next project:

1. A free, simple phone
call to 811, or a visit 
to www.811beforeyoudig.
com to submit an online 
request, makes it easy 
for your local one 
call center to notify 
appropriate utility 
companies of your intent 
to dig. Contact 811 a few 
days prior to digging to 
ensure enough time for the 
approximate location of utility 
lines to be marked with flags or paint.

2. Know where you plan to dig and have
a basic idea of what you plan to do. When 
you contact 811, your local one call center 
will ask you to provide the location and 
description of your digging project.

3. Your local one call center will notify
affected utility companies, which will then 

send professional locators to the proposed 
dig site to mark the approximate location 
of buried utility lines with colored flags 
and paint.

4: Wait the required amount of time for 
the lines to be marked. Once all lines have 
been accurately marked, carefully dig 

around the marked areas.
There are more than 
20 million miles of 
underground utility lines 
in the United States, 
which equates to more 
than a football field’s 
length of utilities for 
every person in the U.S. 
Your family depends on 

this buried infrastructure 
for your everyday needs, 

including electric, natural gas, 
water and sewer, cable TV, high-speed 
internet and landline telephone. With that 
much critical infrastructure underground, 
it’s important to know what’s below and 
contact 811 before digging. To find out 
more information about safe digging, 
including links to your local one call 
center, visit www.811beforeyoudig.com.

If you’re tired of mowing, wa tering and 
fertilizing your lawn, consider replacing 
your grass. Here are five alternatives that 
can be used as ground cover. 

Creeping Jenny (Lysimachia 
nummularia):

The golden-tinged leaves of this 
evergreen perennial pre fer direct sunlight 
over partial shade. Creeping Jenny can 
withstand being walked on occasionally, 
and it produces vibrant yellow flo wers in 
June and July.

Rupturewort (Herniaria glabra):
Perfect for high-traffic areas, this 

resilient evergreen can tolerate harsh 
growing conditions and survive with 
very little water. Rupturewort’s dense 
leaves thrive in full sun, and its tiny 
green flowers line the stems in early 
summer. 

Creeping thyme (Thymus serpyllum):

Fragrant and beautiful, this herb is 
characterized by small leaves and flowers 
that range from pale pink to bright purple. 
Tolerant of foot traffic, this plant is a 
good choice for homes in wooded areas 
because deer and rabbits won’t eat it.

White clover (Trifolium repens):
This plant is ideal for regions that get 

little or no rain because it thrives even 
during hot, dry summers. However, its 
delicate leaves and small white flowers 
are easily trampled. 

Bird’s foot trefoil (Lotus corniculatus):
This adaptable plant can grow in almost 

any climate, so long as it gets plenty of 
sun. As summer progresses, its flowers 
will gradually change from yellow to red.

Since many ground cover species are 
more delicate than grass, consider creating 
a stone foot path to avoid stepping on 
your new lawn.

5 natural, and pretty, 
alternatives to grass
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‘UPGRADES’
continued from page 7

Upgrades happen for all kinds of reasons, 
but one of the most common purposes of a 
home renovation is to make essential spaces 
like kitchens and bathrooms more modern.

Modernizing your spaces isn’t just about 
the aesthetic, although that is a major 
advantage, especially when it comes to 
resale value. Updating your kitchen and 
bath is also an opportunity to introduce new 
technology and enhancements that improve 
the function of these high-traffic rooms.

Modern styles simplify everyday living 
and can make contemporary entertaining 
more enjoyable. The sleek lines of modern 
design lend themselves to a clean look, 
which is supported by hidden features that 
make organization easier.

Smart Technology
Although the idea of a connected home 

isn’t new, technology is steadily improving. 
This means smart features are now often 
more affordable, easily integrated into the 
rest of your home and available to help 
manage a wider range of household items.

In the kitchen, you can add smart 
technology in numerous ways, from 
appliances and climate control to lighting 
and window treatments. For example, 
touch-to-open and push-to-open doors 
and drawers create a sleek, modern design 
while opening and closing with either a 
push or touch of a button for convenience.

Similar diversity is available in the 
bathroom, where you can incorporate 
connected health and fitness monitors, 

touchless toilets, mirrors that double as 
information centers, towel warmers and 
even showers that automatically adjust to 
your preferred temperature.

Paint
Changing the colors in a space is one 

of the most effective ways to transform 
the decor, but the walls aren’t the only 
place where paint can make a big impact, 
especially in rooms like the kitchen or 
bathroom, where the cabinetry can make a 
bold statement.

Black is a hallmark of modern design 
and installing cabinetry with a black finish 
can instantly upgrade a room. To create 
visual interest, consider incorporating 
accent cabinets in a coordinating finish. 
For example, you could pair Wellborn 
Cabinet’s Midtown wall cabinets finished 
in Matte Ebony with upper center cabinets 
finished in Putty Oak. An island in Bel-Air 
can incorporate both dark and light tones 
for a cohesive look.

Decorative Range Hoods
An exposed range hood is a trendy 

look that can add sophistication to your 
kitchen. Treating this functional element as 
a statement piece gives you another place 
to showcase your style and create a sleek 
and modern look. If your hood is covered, 
consider making the cabinet door a focal 
point with a material such as back-painted 
glass.

Multi-Purpose Sinks
While your sink has some obvious 

functions, you can upgrade the space for 
even more practical use. Some of the latest 
sink design innovations include built-in 
features such as cutting boards, colanders, 
bowls, drying racks and compost areas. In 
addition, motion activated wastebaskets 
with separate compost or recycling 
containers provide hands-free access to 
reduce unwanted messes.

Touchless Faucets
Public restrooms aren’t the only places 

you can benefit from a touchless faucet. At 
home, the feature may come in handy when 
your hands are full or filthy. An automatic 
water flow is convenient and can help keep 
germs and grime under control. For the 
most on-trend, modern look, coordinate 
your faucets with other bathroom elements 
finished in gold hues, such as a laminate 
veneer vanity in a high-gloss gold finish.

Cabinetry
Collectively, cabinets are the biggest 

component of most kitchens. Since 
kitchens tend to be the hub of the home, 

it’s important to maintain a homey feel 
while adding the luxury of modern 
features. Using warm colors, gold-toned 
hardware and sleek door styles can deliver 
a glamorous yet welcoming design.

For example, Wellborn Cabinet’s Aspire 
Full Access Frameless line features flat 
moulding and flush lines to create a 
thoughtfully integrated flow throughout the 
kitchen. A Morristown door in the Smokey 
Walnut finish and Serenity metal doors in 
Sand Gloss Glass marry heirloom quality 
and contemporary finishes for a beautiful 
and functional space.

Wood-Look Flooring
Natural wood floors were once the gold 

standard, but thanks to improvements in 
the quality and appearance of laminate and 
vinyl products, you can find alternative 
flooring in even high-end homes. Laminate 
and vinyl planks give the same look as wood 
(or stone, if you prefer) to complement a 
modern aesthetic, usually at a lower price 
point and with greater durability over time.
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Hwy. 27, Leon, WI  •  (608) 269-LEON (5366)
Just 3 Miles South of Sparta

www.leoncountryfloors.com
Mon.-Fri. 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Sat. 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. • Sun. Closed

Discover The Difference At

WE’RE A 
FAMILY-OWNED BUSINESS, 
WITH PERSONAL SERVICE

THIS IS A GREAT TIME TO GET NEW FLOORING THIS IS A GREAT TIME TO GET NEW FLOORING 
AND LEON COUNTRY FLOORSAND LEON COUNTRY FLOORS IS A GREAT  IS A GREAT 

PLACE TO GET THAT NEW FLOORINGPLACE TO GET THAT NEW FLOORING

ARE YOU READY FOR A NEW LOOK THIS SPRING?ARE YOU READY FOR A NEW LOOK THIS SPRING?

•WITH THE LOWEST CASH AND CARRY PRICES
•A VAST IN STOCK SELECTION OF THE BRAND 
   NAMES YOU WANT
•FREE IN-HOME MEASUREMENTS
•FREE ESTIMATES
•UP TO THREE YEARS FREE FINANCING
•A BEAUTIFUL ASSORTMENT OF 
   QUARTZ COUNTER TOP SAMPLES
•GREAT NEW SELECTION OF AREA RUGS!

ARE YOU READY ARE YOU READY 
FOR A NEW LOOK FOR A NEW LOOK 

THIS SPRING?THIS SPRING?
Military 
Discount
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