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Super Bowl features matchup of All-Pro QBs
By JOSH DUBOW 
AP Pro Football Writer

It’s only fitting that 
the top two quarter-
backs in the regular 
season based on All-Pro 
voting are the last two 
quarterbacks standing 
in the NFL this season.

First-team All-Pro 
quarterback Patrick 
Mahomes will take his 
Kansas City Chiefs into 
the Super Bowl against 
second-team All-Pro 
Jalen Hurts and the 
Philadelphia Eagles.

This marks the sev-
enth time since the 
merger that the first-
team All-Pro quar-
terback will face the 
second-teamer for the 
championship, with it 
last happening in the 
2016 season when sec-
ond-teamer Tom Brady’s 
Patriots beat first-team-
er Matt Ryan’s Falcons 
34-28 in overtime.

That’s been the pat-
tern in all six of the 
matchups, with the sec-
ond teamer coming out 
victorious each time: 
Drew Brees over Peyton 
Manning in the 2009 
season, Mark Rypien 
over Jim Kelly (1991), 
Joe Montana over Dan 
Marino (1984), Mon-
tana over Ken Anderson 
(1981) and Roger Stau-
bach over Bob Griese 
(1971).

Both Mahomes and 
Hurts are among the 
five finalists for the 
MVP award that will be 
announced next week. 
The winner of the AP 
NFL MVP hasn’t won 
the Super Bowl since 
Kurt Warner did it for 
the Rams in the 1999 
season. The last eight 
MVPs to play in the 
game all ended up los-
ing.

Mahomes will be 
starting in his third Su-
per Bowl at the young 
age of 27 years, 148 days 
— 39 days younger than 
Brady in the 2004 sea-
son when he became the 
youngest QB to start in 
three Super Bowls.

Hurts is set to start 
his first Super Bowl 
at age 24, joining Ma-
homes and six others to 
do that before turning 
25.

This will be the third 

Super Bowl with both 
starting QBs younger 
than 28, with Brett Fa-
vre (27) beating Drew 
Bledsoe (24) in the 
game following the 1996 
season and Jim McMa-
hon (26) besting Tony 
Eason (26) following the 
1985 season.

Blowouts
The Eagles got to the 

Super Bowl behind a 
pair of lopsided wins, 
which bodes well for 
their chances to win it 
all based on past his-
tory.

Philadelphia followed 
up a 38-7 win over the 
Giants in the divisional 
round with a 31-7 win 
over the 49ers in the 
NFC title game.

The Eagles became 
the fifth team to win 
their divisional round 
and conference cham-
pionship games by at 
least 20 points. The 
other four teams all fol-
lowed it up with a Su-
per Bowl victory, with 
San Francisco doing it 
in 1988 and ‘89, Chicago 
in 1985 and Pittsburgh 
in 1978.

The Eagles also be-
came the 11th team to 
allow seven or fewer 
points in back-to-back 
playoff games in the 
season, with the 2000 
Ravens the most recent 
to do it before Philadel-
phia. Seven of the previ-
ous 10 won the Super 
Bowl that season.

The only team to do it 
three straight games in 
a single postseason was 
the Chiefs on the way to 
their first Super Bowl 
title in the 1969 season.

Old-man Johnson
The well-traveled 

Josh Johnson finally got 
his first playoff oppor-
tunity in some unfortu-
nate circumstances.

The 36-year-old John-
son has spent time with 
14 NFL organizations 
since being drafted by 
Tampa Bay in 2008 and 
played in three different 
spring leagues.

Johnson got forced in-
to action for San Fran-
cisco after Brock Purdy 
injured his elbow on 
the opening drive of the 
NFC title game.

Johnson went 7 for 

13 for 74 yards and lost 
a fumble before being 
knocked out on the first 
drive of the third quar-
ter with a concussion. 
He became the third-
oldest player at the time 
of his first postseason 
pass, with only 40-year-
olds Josh McCown and 
Sonny Jurgensen wait-
ing longer.

The concussion for 
Johnson led to Purdy 
going back into the 
game despite not being 
able to throw the ball 
more than 5 or 10 yards.

San Francisco threw 
the ball only 18 times 
in the 31-7 loss, mark-
ing only the fifth time 
in NFL history a team 
lost a playoff game by 
at least 20 points while 
throwing fewer than 20 
passes.

Streaks snapped 
The Bengals and 

49ers each came into 
the conference title 
games on impressive 
streaks, with San Fran-
cisco having won 12 in 
a row and Cincinnati 
10 straight.

Both got snapped on 
Sunday.

Before this year, 10 

teams had taken win-
ning streaks of at least 
10 games into the con-
ference title game, with 

eight coming out victo-
rious.

The only teams to lose 
before the Bengals and 

49ers were the 2004 
Steelers (15 straight) 
and the 1976 Steelers 
(10 straight).
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Jalen Hurts has led the Philadelphia Eagles to the Super Bowl after knocking off San Francisco in blowout fashion in 
the NFC Championship. 

By DAVE SKRETTA 
AP Sports Writer

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Don-
na Kelce is going to have to 
pull out that now-familiar 
custom jersey — the one with 
Kansas City Chiefs tight end 
Travis Kelce’s front stitched 
to Philadelphia Eagles cen-
ter Jason Kelce’s back — one 
more time this season.

At least this time, she’ll get 
to see her boys in person.

For the first time in Su-
per Bowl history, a pair of 
siblings will play each other 
on the NFL’s grandest stage. 
Kelce helped the Chiefs re-
turn to their third champion-
ship game in four seasons on 
Sunday night when they beat 
the Bengals for the AFC title, 
while Jason has the Eagles 
back for the second time in 
six years after their NFC title 
win over the 49ers.

“Cool scenario to be in, you 
know?” Travis Kelce said. “My 
mom can’t lose.”

Or maybe can’t win.
Indeed, there have been 

plenty of famous NFL siblings 
over the years, and many had 
some memorable matchups: 
Peyton vs. Eli Manning, Tiki 
vs. Ronde Barber. But they 
never reached the same Super 
Bowl, or had to put their dear 
old mom in such a predica-
ment, where one will be hoist-
ing the Lombardi Trophy at 
the other one’s expense.

“It’s going to be an amazing 
feeling playing against him,” 
added Travis, whose team 
has gotten the better of big 
brother’s Eagles the last three 
matchups. “I respect everyone 
over there in the Eagles or-
ganization. You won’t see me 
talk too much trash because of 
how much I love my brother. 

But it’s going to be an emo-
tional game, for sure.”

Jason Kelce was even ever-
so-briefly a Chiefs fan Sunday 
night, pulling on a Kansas 
City sweatshirt for about the 
three hours between the end 
of the Eagles’ 31-7 rout of San 
Francisco and the finish of his 
little brother’s 23-20 win over 
Cincinnati.

“That’s it for the rest of the 
year,” Jason said with a smile. 
“I am done being a Chiefs 
fan.”

He’ll leave that to mom and 
dad.

While her husband, Ed, has 
mostly kept private over the 
years, Donna has been a fix-
ture as she crisscrosses the 
country to watch her boys. 
During wild-card weekend 

last year, she started in Tam-
pa Bay watching the Eagles 
against the Buccaneers, then 
hopped a plane to Kansas City 
in time to watch the Chiefs 
play the Steelers at night.

She already has seen both 
of her sons win Super Bowls, 
too: The Eagles beat the Pa-
triots in 2018 in Minneapolis, 
and the Chiefs rallied to beat 
the 49ers in Miami two years 
later.

She hasn’t seen much of 
them lately, though. The way 
the playoff schedule worked 
out for the divisional round 
and the conference champion-
ship games, it was impossible 
for Donna to make it to see 
both of her boys in person.

In any case, they’ve come 
a long way from their solidly 

middle-class upbringing in 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio. Ja-
son blazed the trail as the star 
offensive lineman who earned 
a scholarship to Cincinnati, 
and Travis soon followed suit. 
Both caught the eyes of NFL 
scout during their college ca-
reers, and of one coach in par-
ticular: Andy Reid.

It was Big Red who, while 
coaching the Eagles, used a 
sixth-round pick on Jason 
during the 2011 draft. And 
two years later, after Reid had 
gotten a fresh start in Kansas 
City, the Chiefs used a third-
rounder to bring Travis into 
the fold.

“Big brother probably pro-
tected Travis from doing some 
crazy things. He probably 
talked him from dropping off 

a ladder into raked-up leaves 
once or twice,” Reid said Mon-
day. “Listen, they’re both at 
heart very competitive and 
compassionate, is the biggest 
thing. They care and they care 
about people and they care 
about they’re game.”

They also happen to be very 
good at it.

Jason has been to six Pro 
Bowls and was just voted an 
All-Pro for the fifth time, and 
he’s emerged as one of the 
best offensive linemen in Ea-
gles history. Travis has been 
to eight Pro Bowls, just made 
a fourth All-Pro team and 
is second in NFL history to 
Jerry Rice in playoff catches, 
yards and touchdowns.

Football’s not the only thing 
they’re good at, either.

The brothers have new a 
podcast called “New Heights 
with Jason & Travis Kelce,” 
which takes listeners on a ri-
otous, real-time ride through 
the NFL season. The weekly 
shows are recorded on Tues-
days and last between 60 
and 90 minutes, the two NFL 
stars playing off each other as 
if they were hanging out in 
mom’s basement.

Special guests have includ-
ed Eagles quarterback Jalen 
Hurts and Chiefs counterpart 
Patrick Mahomes.

“They have a good mesh 
there, and a good relation-
ship,” Reid said. “I think Tra-
vis has grown up a lot. Jason 
probably came in a bit more 
mature — Travis was a lit-
tle immature. But he’s really 
grown into a good person.

“I have invested time in both 
of those two,” Reid added, “so I 
feel like a part of the family.”

Kelces prepare for Super Bowl showdown
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Brothers Travis and Jason Kelce will become the first brothers to play against each other in the Super 
Bowl. 
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Battling a high ankle sprain, Patrick Mahomes is once again fighting for a Super Bowl 
championship. 


