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that excited the crowd 
as subtle changes by 
both coaches slowed the 
scoring, but did not slow 
the action. 

Gentry and Hart con-
tinued their assault 
with two and three 
points respectively in 
the quarter, but Jabari 
Howard joined in as he 
buried a three-pointer 
and a short jumper for 
five points in the quar-
ter as Marshall Coun-
ty enjoyed a one-point 
lead, 45-44 when the 
third quarter ended.

The fourth quarter 
saw the action approach 
frantic as both teams 
fought hard and with 
4:53 left in regulation 
the score was tied again 
at 50-50.

At 4:19 left in regula-
tion Glencliff ’s Damion 
McBride was fouled and 
the Colts began one-
and-one free throws by 
McBride sinking both to 
put the visitors to the 
lead 52-50.

Howard then sank a 
free throw at the 3:02 
mark that made the it a 
one-point lead for Glen-
cliff.

With 36 seconds left 
in regulation Gentry 
was fouled, made the 
first to tie the game at 
54-54 but missed the 
second. 

The Tigers, however, 
gained the rebound and 
a time out was called by 
King.

The Tigers hoped to 
gain a last-second shot, 
but instead turned the 
ball over and Thoma-
son, going the other 
way, was fouled going 
to the basket and went 
to the charity stripe 
with four seconds left 
to shoot two free throws 
and a chance to put the 
Colts in the lead.

Both of Thomason’s 
shots bounced off the 

iron and after the second 
miss, Gentry grabbed 
the rebound and shuf-
fling the ball to How-
ard, but his three-quar-
ter court shot was wide 
as the buzzer sounded 
with the score tied 54.

In the overtime Hart 
and Amosa swapped 
baskets to maintain the 
tie at 56.

The action being hot 
and heavy saw Vaughn 
be the first casualty 
when he fouled out at 
the 2:25 mark in over-
time.

Amosa sank two free 
throws to push Glencliff 
into the lead 58-56 at 
the 2:18 mark.

Aja Jones then sank 
two free throws at the 
1:19 mark to tie the 
game at 58-58 then 
with 58.8 seconds left in 
overtime, proceeded to 
make two more from the 
charity stripe to push 
the Tiger lead 60-58. 

Terron Stricklin 
struck from behind the 
three-point line and 
buried a shot with 33.4 
seconds left to put the 
Colts in front, 61-60.

Marshall County took 
ball with less than 30 
seconds left and with 
the crowd howling, Gen-
try was fouled driving 
to the basket, stepped to 
the line and sank both 
free throws to put the 
Tigers ahead 62-61. 

Thomason was 
again fouled and again 
stepped to the line, 
again missing both free 
throws.

Jones then grabbed 
the rebound and How-
ard drove the lane, the 
ball rolled into the bas-
ket with seven seconds 
left, for the final score.

Glencliff       15 17 12 10 7 — 61
Marshall Co.     16 16 13 9 10 — 64

Glencliff: D’Azjon Dowell 15, Eric 
Thomason 11, Toby Amosa 11, Damion 
McBride 9, Terron Stricklin 8, Shamar 
Lawrence 4, Lazaros Odwar 3.
Marshall Co.: Jamahl Gentry 21, Jayden 
Hart 21, Jabare Howard 8, Aja Jones 4, 
Monta Vaughn 4, Jayce Harney 3, Jayden 
Randolph 2, Kentarius Morris 1.
3-Point Goals: Marshall Co. (6): Gentry 5, 
Howard; Glencliff (3): Stricklin 2, Odwar.
Halftime Score: MCHS 32, Glencliff 32.
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sank a three-pointer, 
Keriona Thomison, Le-
ah Grooms, and Adri-

ana White each scored 
a basket.  

“I am so proud that 
the court has been 
named ‘Steely Court’ 
and I want to thank all 
the former players who 
came and all the others 

who showed up tonight, 
it was so good to see 
them.,” Steely said. 

The Tigerettes will 
face Giles County at 
home on Friday night. 

Glencliff       0   2   6  2 — 10
Marshall Co.    28 13 19  5 — 65

Glencliff: Michelle Ruiz 3, Brooklynn 
Taylor 3, Ranyah Grimes 2, Nyaruach 
Goach 2.
Marshall Co.: Demiyah Blackman 13, 
Maggie Steely 13, Jachene Ridley 10, 
Kayla Keiler 8, Mashawna Ridley 4, 
Caroline Hollingsworth 4, Karlie Lohr 4, 
Abby Mathis 3, Keriona Thomison 2, Leah 
Grooms 2, Adriana White 2, 
3-Point Goals: Marshall Co. (5): M Ridley, 
Steely, Lohr; Glencliff (2): Ruiz, Taylor. 
Halftime Score: MCHS 41, Glencliff 2.
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Continued from Page 5B

MCHS All-Region 5 4-A
Silas Teat Offensive Player of the Year
Aja Jones Athlete of the Year
Wyatt Joyce Kicker of the Year

All-Region First-Team Offense
Elijah Wentzal
Reid Mitchell
John Morgan Thomas
Demari Braden
Jayden Randolph

All-Region First-Team Defense
Anthony Diaz
Darian Crenshaw
Jakavan Curry

All-Region Second-Team
Trey Warner
Thomas Beech
Grayson Miller
Antomme Cowthorn
Braxton Roberts

MCHS DEDICATES COURT

Tribune Photos by Dennis Holley

On Friday night, Marshall County High School unveiled some new graphics for the basketball court, which has been named “Steely Court.” The Steely family was on hand for the 
court dedication during Friday night’s home basketball games. 

By TERESA M. WALKER 
AP Pro Football Writer

NASHVILLE — Tennessee 
controlling owner Amy Adams 
Strunk has very high standards 
for her Titans.

Combined with the millions 
she’s investing, she also isn’t 
afraid of making big moves 
chasing the Lombardi Trophy 
that eluded her late father.

Strunk fired general manager 
Jon Robinson on Tuesday in 
the midst of his seventh season 
with the Titans off to a 7-5 start 
and Tennessee second only to 
the Kansas City Chiefs for the 
NFL’s longest active streak of 
consecutive winning seasons in 
his tenure.

The Titans announced 
Strunk’s decision in a state-
ment. Ryan Cowden, the vice 
president of player personnel, 
will handle player personnel for 
the rest of this season. The Ti-
tans plan to start searching for 
a new general manager soon 
with a full search at the end of 
the season.

Strunk said her goal since 
replacing her brother-in-law 
as controlling owner in March 
2015 has been to raise the stan-
dard for every part of the NFL 
franchise founded by her late 
father, Bud.

Strunk said she believes the 
Titans have made “significant 
progress” on and off the field.

“This progress includes the 
core of our business, the football 
team itself, which is regularly 
evaluated both by results (wins 
and losses) and team construc-
tion/roster building,” Strunk 
said. “I am proud of what we 
have accomplished in my eight 
seasons of ownership, but I be-
lieve there is more to be done 
and higher aspirations to be 
met.”

Strunk paid to renovate the 
Titans’ headquarters, essential-
ly doubling the size of the facil-
ity to both update the building 
and hold all the new employees 
hired.

The Titans also are finalizing 
the last piece of financing for 
a new enclosed stadium they 
want to open for the 2026 sea-
son. Strunk and the rest of own-
ership, with some help from the 
NFL and the sale of personal 
seat licenses, are expected to 
contribute $840 million toward 
the stadium estimated to cost 
$2.1 billion.

Strunk fired coach Ken 
Whisenhunt after a 1-6 start to 

his second season in November 
2015 and a 3-20 record overall. 
She fired general manager Rus-
ton Webster at the end of that 
season.

She hired Robinson, a native 
of Union City in West Tennes-
see who grew up cheering for 
the Titans, in January 2016 
after the franchise went a com-
bined 5-27 in 2014 and 2015.

When coach Mike Mularkey 
balked at making changes, 
Strunk fired him in January 
2018 after a loss in the divi-
sional round of the playoffs and 
quickly hired Mike Vrabel as his 
replacement.

The Titans never went worse 
than 9-7 in Robinson’s tenure. 
That includes earning the AFC’s 
No. 1 seed in 2021 with a 12-5 
record despite setting an NFL 
record by using 91 players in a 
non-strike season. That earned 
coach Vrabel, whom Robinson 
helped hire in January 2018, 
the AP NFL Coach of the Year 
award.

Both Robinson and Vrabel 
had their contracts extended in 
February.

The Titans currently sit atop 
the AFC South with a chance 
to win the division for a third 
straight year, something that 
this franchise hasn’t done since 
its beginning in the original 
AFL.

Of their final five games, only 
one is against a team with a 
winning record. The Titans host 
the Jaguars (4-8) on Sunday.

But they just were routed 35-
10 in Philadelphia, a loss that 
featured a big performance by 
the wide receiver Robinson trad-
ed to the Eagles during the first 
round of the NFL draft. A.J. 
Brown wanted a new contract 
and got it from Philadelphia in 
the deal Tennessee used to draft 
rookie Treylon Burks at No. 18.

Vrabel said on a national show 
before the draft that Brown 
wouldn’t be traded as long as he 
was the head coach.

Brown had eight catches for 
119 yards and two touchdowns 
against the Titans. He has 61 
catches and ranks seventh in 
the NFL with 950 yards along 
with nine touchdowns for the 
season. Burks leads the Titans 
with 369 yards receiving de-
spite spending four games on 
injured reserve, while veteran 
Robert Woods has a team-high 
33 catches.

Running back Dontrell Hil-
liard leads Tennessee with four 
TD receptions on an offense tied 

for 29th in total yards, 30th in 
averaging 171.4 yards passing 
per game and 26th with 18.3 
points scored per game.

The Titans allowed a sea-
son-high six sacks in that loss 
behind an offensive line that 
featured three new starters due 
to a combination of salary cap 
moves during the offseason and 
a season-ending injury to left 
tackle Taylor Lewan.

In his first draft, Robinson 
selected two-time NFL rush-
ing champ Derrick Henry, the 
eighth man in league history 
to run for at least 2,000 yards 
in a season in 2020, and a two-
time All-Pro in safety Kevin 
Byard. His gamble taking de-
fensive tackle Jeffery Simmons 
in the first round of the 2019 
draft paid off with the lineman 
becoming a starter as a rookie.

Robinson also had several 
draft and other trade mistakes 
costing the Titans now.

He drafted offensive lineman 
Isaiah Wilson out of Georgia in 
2020 at No. 29 overall, a player 
who only took four snaps in 
garbage time before the Titans 
suspended the rookie in Decem-
ber of that season. The Titans 
traded Wilson away after the 
season ended.

Robinson also selected corner-
back Caleb Farley at No. 22 in 
2021 despite questions over a 
second back surgery the month 
before the draft. Farley, who 
opted out of the 2020 college 
football season, has started two 
of 12 games played with both 
of his first two seasons ending 
with him on injured reserve.

Another draft pick that has 
turned out to be more of a bust 
is offensive lineman Dillon Ra-
dunz, the 53rd pick overall in 
2021. Radunz came out of North 
Dakota State, a Football Cham-
pionship Subdivision power, but 
he played only one game in 2020 
because of the pandemic.

Radunz lost the right tack-
le job to rookie Nicholas Pe-
tit-Frere this season. His five 
career starts all have come be-
cause of injuries.

Robinson traded for sev-
en-time Pro Bowl receiver Julio 
Jones in June 2021, reworking 
quarterback Ryan Tannehill’s 
contract to create cap space. The 
Titans cut Jones in March, and 
Robinson traded for Woods as a 
replacement with the veteran 
coming off a torn ACL in his left 
knee last November.

Robinson out as Titans’ GM


