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UAB tabs Dilfer as next head coach

By RALPH D. RUSSO
AP College Football Writer

Former NFL quar-
terback Trent Dilfer,
who has been coaching
a high school team in
Tennessee for the last
four years, is the lead-
ing candidate to become
the new coach at UAB,
a person with knowl-
edge of the search told
The Associated Press on
Tuesday night.

The person spoke on
condition of anonymity

because UAB was not
making details of its
search public.

Dilfer, who led the
Baltimore Ravens to
a Super Bowl cham-
pionship in 2000, has
been the head coach at
Lipscomb Academy in
Nashville, Tennessee,
since 2019. He has guid-
ed the school to three
state  championship
games, including one
scheduled for Thursday
against Christ Presby-
terian Academy.

He has no previous
college coaching experi-
ence.

A text message to Dil-
fer was not immediately
returned.

Football Scoop first
reported UAB was tar-
geting Dilfer.

A former first-round
draft pick for the Tam-
pa Bay Buccaneers in
1994, Dilfer played 14
NFL seasons. After re-
tiring in 2008, he went
in broadcasting, work-
ing for ESPN as an NFL

analyst until 2017.

At the same time,
Dilfer became involved
in the Elite 11 quarter-
back camp for the top
high schools prospects
in the country.

He moved into high
school coaching at Lip-
scomb Academy, a pri-
vate Christian school
in the suburbs of Nash-
ville. The team is 12-0
this season.

Early in the 2021 sea-
son, Dilfer issued a pub-
lic apology after a video

on social media showed
him pushing and shout-
ing at one of his players.
The player was the son
of a former NFL team-
mate of Dilfer’s, kicker
Phil Dawson.

UAB is trying to fill
an opening created
when Bill Clark stepped
down in August, citing
back issues.

Offensive coordina-
tor Bryant Vincent was
named interim coach
and led the Blazers to
a 6-6 record this season.

Lane Kiffin inks new contract with Ole Miss

OXFORD, Miss. (AP) —
Lane Kiffin has signed a new
contract to remain at Missis-
sippi, the school announced

third straight year.

“Coach Kiffin is establishing
a program that can sustain
success and contend for cham-

in NIL.”

“We will continue to equip
Coach Kiffin with these and
the other resources necessary

under Kiffin, something Ole
Miss teams had only done 16
times before his arrival.

The Rebels rank in the top

Tuesday.

Details of the deal were not
released. The 47-year-old Kif-
fin has gone 23-12 in three
seasons with the Rebels, who
lost four of their last five
games to finish the regular

season at 8-4.

Ole Miss had its first 10-win
regular season in 2021 and is
headed to a bowl game for the

pionships,” said Keith Carter,
the school’s vice chancellor for
intercollegiate athletics. “We
are investing in our football
program like never before.”
Carter cited a “greatly in-
creased salary pool for as-
sistant coaches and support
staff” a $45 million renova-
tion of the Manning center
and “tremendous momentum

day.

to compete and win at the
highest level and build on the
accomplishments of the last
three seasons,” he said.

Kiffin was regarded as a
top candidate for the job at
Auburn, which hired Hugh
Freeze from Liberty on Mon-

The Rebels have gone over
600 total yards in 20 games

10 nationally in eight differ-
ent offensive categories, in-
cluding rushing yards and
touchdowns and total yards.
“With the support from our
collective and a new state-
of-the-art facility, we will be
able to build off what we have

achieved so far and offer more

opportunities to our student-
athletes,” Kiffin said.

USC edges Ohio State for No. 4 in CFP rankings

By RALPH D. RUSSO
AP College Football Writer

Ohio State was No. 5
on Tuesday night in the
second-to-last College
Football Playoff rank-
ings, positioned to pos-
sibly take advantage if
one of the top four slips
up on championship
weekend.

Georgia (12-0) was
No. 1 again. No. 2 Mich-
igan (12-0) and No. 3
TCU (12-0) both moved
up a spot, and South-
ern California (11-1)
climbed two spots into
the fourth slot.

The Buckeyes (11-
1) dropped three spots
after losing 45-23 to
the rival Wolverines
on Saturday at home.
That game was 24-20
heading into the fourth
quarter and 31-23 with
7:23 to go before Michi-
gan blew it open.

“It was talked about
in the committee room
that going into, real-
ly early in the fourth
quarter, the game was
still close,” said selec-
tion committee chair-
man Boo Corrigan,
who is North Carolina
State’s athletic direc-
tor. “That being said,
you can’t completely
dismiss the way the
fourth quarter ended
with Michigan kind of

taking over the game
there late.”

Alabama (10-2)
moved up a spot to No.
6 and was followed by
Southeastern Confer-
ence rival Tennessee,
which beat the Crimson
Tide in October.

The final rankings
and the four-team field
for the College Football
Playoff will be set Sun-
day. The semifinals will
be played Dec. 31 in the
Peach Bowl in Atlanta
and the Fiesta Bowl in
Glendale, Arizona.

The top four play in
their conference cham-
pionships game this
weekend. The unde-
feated teams might not
need to win this week-
end to lock up a spot.

Georgia plays LSU
(9-3), which fell nine
spots to 14th, in the
SEC title game. Michi-
gan plays Purdue (8-4)
for the Big Ten champi-
onship. TCU faces Kan-
sas State, which is 10th
in the latest rankings
and has already lost to
the surprising Horned
Frogs.

USC and Heisman
Trophy frontrunner Ca-
leb Williams face Utah,
No. 11 in the rankings,
on Friday night in Las
Vegas for the Pac-12
championship.

If the Trojans slip up,

that could give Ohio
State a second chance.

Since the college foot-
ball playoff started in
2014, only one team has
moved from outside the
top four to inside and
was selected to play in
the semifinals without
playing on champion-
ship weekend.

Alabama in 2017 was
11-1 and No. 5, but
had lost to Auburn and
finished second in the
SEC West.

The Tigers then lost
to Georgia in the SEC
championship, which
vaulted the Bulldogs
from fifth to third.

Wisconsin was un-
beaten and No. 4 head-
ing into Big Ten cham-
pionship game but was
beaten by Ohio State,
which had already lost
twice and was No. 8.

That left the commit-
tee with an opening at
No. 4 and it elevated
Alabama instead of
Ohio State, which fin-
ished No. 6 as the Big
Ten champion with an
11-2 record.

NEW YEAR’S SIX
POSSIBILITIES

Most of these scenar-
ios involve the top four
winning out and/or re-
maining the same after
this weekend’s games.

Alabama being ahead
of Tennessee would
mean the Crimson Tide
would go to the Sugar
Bowl, which is contrac-
tually bound to get ei-
ther the SEC champ
or the highest-ranked
SEC team available af-
ter the playoff has been
filled.

That would put Ten-
nessee in the Orange
Bowl or the Cotton
Bowl, depending on
what the Rose Bowl
does.

If Ohio State doesn’t
make it into the play-
off, the Buckeyes could
go to the Rose Bowl
for the second straight
season. But with Penn
State moving up to No.
8 this week, that opens
up the possibility the
Rose Bowl could se-
lect Penn State, leav-
ing Ohio State to go to
the Orange Bowl as the
highest-ranked avail-
able Big Ten or SEC
team.

If Ohio State ends up
in the Rose Bowl, Penn
State is a good bet for
the Cotton.

The Buckeyes in the
Orange Bowl against
the winner of the At-
lantic Coast Conference
title game between
Clemson and North
Carolina bumps Ten-
nessee to the Cotton

against the highest-
ranked champion from
a Group of Five confer-
ence.

The latest rankings
pretty much guaran-
teed that will be the
winner of the Ameri-
can Athletic Conference
championship between
Tulane, ranked 18th,
and No. 22 UCF.

No other team from a
non-Power Five confer-
ence is ranked.

Kansas State is
locked into the Sugar
Bowl no matter the re-
sult of its game against
TCU as either the Big
12 champion or runner-
up in place of the Big
12 champ making the
playoff.

Washington at No. 12
behind Utah puts the
Huskies in great shape
to make the Rose Bowl
as the Pac-12’s repre-
sentative if USC beats
Utah and the Trojans
make the playoff.

If Utah wins a second
straight Pac-12 title,
the Rose Bowl would
again have some lee-
way to take another
highly ranked team
(Washington) instead of
having a return trip to
Pasadena, California,
by the Utes.

Titans need to tweak offense to ease Henry’s load

By TERESA M. WALKER
AP Pro Football Writer

NASHVILLE — The
Tennessee Titans must
work through some of-
fensive issues to relieve
the pressure on both
two-time NFL rushing
champ Derrick Henry
and one of the league’s
stingiest defenses.

A team that has been
one of the NFLs best
under coach Mike Vra-
bel scoring touchdowns
inside the red zone had
to settle for field goals
instead of TDs on three
chances in a 20-16 loss
to Cincinnati.

Worse, the Titans (7-
4) have a much bigger
problem.

Entering Monday, on-
ly six NFL teams score
fewer points than Ten-
nessee’s average of 19 a
game, and all six below
the Titans all have los-
ing records.

Luckily for Tennes-
see, two of those teams
— Indianapolis and
Houston — reside in
the AFC South where
the Titans still sit atop
looking for a third
straight division title.

“We know that we
have to be much bet-
ter in those opportuni-

ties, and we have been,
there’s evidence for
many years of us do-
ing that this year, Last
year,” Vrabel said Mon-
day.

“The only thing that
matters is what we're
going to do against
Philly moving forward.”

The Titans have to
better counter op-
ponents focused on
shutting down Henry.
Blocking better for both
Henry and Ryan Tan-
nehill would help.

“I would say the shots
are there,” said veteran
wide receiver Robert
Woods who caught two
of six passes thrown to
him. “I mean, we just
got to click on them.”

What’s working

The defense. Ten-
nessee may have had
only one sack against
Cincinnati after tak-
ing down Joe Burrow
nine times in their di-
visional playoff loss in
January. But the Titans
have not allowed an op-
ponent to score more
than 20 points in eight
straight games, the
franchise’s longest such
streak since 11 games
in 1993.

The Titans snapped
a franchise record at
eight consecutive
games without allowing
100 yards rushing to an
opponent. The Bengals
managed to get to 108
yards.

What needs help

The offense. Their
lone touchdown came
off a fumble recovered
in the end zone by rook-
ie wide receiver Trey-
lon Burks after Henry
was stripped of the ball
after a 69-yard catch-
and-run.

Henry, the first run-
ning back in the NFL to
reach 1,000 yards this
season, was held to his
second-lowest rushing
total with 38 yards and
a 2.2-yard average. He
had the best receiving
game of his career with
79 yards.

Ryan Tannehill com-
pleted passes to seven
of the eight receivers he
threw to, one a costly
drop by tight end Geoff
Swaim on Tennessee’s
first play inside the
Cincinnati 20. Burks,
who had the longest
catch of the game at 51
yards to set up a tying
field goal late in the

third, was blocking on
that play.

Stock up

CB Tre Avery. Vrabel
praised the undrafted
rookie out of Rutgers
for being “excellent”
after being challenged
six times by Cincinnati
and allowing only one
catch on 18 defensive
snaps.

“He was probably the
best of the group of cor-
ners and did everything
that he could do with
the snaps that he got,”
Vrabel said.

Stock down

Offensive coordina-
tor Todd Downing. The
Titans scored a season-
high 27 points in their
best offensive perfor-
mance this season in a
27-17 win at Green Bay
on Nov. 17. Downing
was arrested hours lat-
er on charges of speed-
ing and driving under
the influence.

Downing continu-
ing to work during the
NFL's investigation
and the pending legal
process leaves the co-
ordinator’s play-calling,
and the Titans, open to
criticism.

C Ben Jones has
missed two straight
games trying to clear
the concussion proto-
col. DL Denico Autry,
the team sack leader,
missed his first game
with a knee injury that
knocked him out of the
win at Green Bay. Vra-
bel said they’ll see if
rookie WR Kyle Phil-
ips (hamstring) and
OLB Ola Adeniyi can
start practicing in an
attempt to return from
injured reserve.

Key number

29 — The Titans’
rank in total offense in
averaging 298.8 yards
per game.

Next steps

Fix some mistakes
and find a way to de-
fend the run better. A
unit that had been the
NFLs best in winning
seven of eight allowed
a league-low 60.4 yards
rushing in that span.
Now the Titans visit
the NFLs best team
with Philadelphia (10-
1) having just rushed
for 363 yards in the
Eagles’ latest win.

Woods

(Continued from Page 2B)

at the Hero World Chal-
lenge should be getting
points toward the world
ranking.

He was forceful on the
effect of LIV Golf, refer-
ring to friction the rival
league has caused and
how lawsuits stand in
the way of any reconcili-
ation.

“If one side has so
much animosity —
someone trying to de-
stroy our tour — then
how do we work with
that?” Woods said.

Phil Mickelson was
among 10 players who
filed an antitrust law-
suit against the PGA
Tour in August, a lawsuit
since taken over by LIV
Golf. Bryson DeCham-
beau, Peter Uihlein and
Matt Jones are the only
players still involved as
plaintiffs. The PGA Tour
since has filed a coun-
tersuit. A trial date is
tentatively scheduled for
January 2024.

Woods said the law-
suits would have to be
settled — he used the
word “stay” on more
than one occasion — or
there is no way forward.

Woods is at Albany
Golf Club strictly as
the tournament host.
He had to withdraw on
Monday because of plan-
tar fasciitis in his right
foot that makes it too
difficult to walk over 72
holes, even on a rela-
tively flat course for a
holiday event.

Woods said he was
posting low scores at
home in Florida while
riding in a cart. And his
next two events — a
made-for-TV match over
12 holes on Dec. 10, and
the PNC Championship
with his son the follow-
ing weekend — allow for
carts.

“I can hit the golf ball
and hit whatever shot
you want,” he said. “I
just can’t walk.”

He said the plantar
fasciitis was related
to injuries he suffered
in the Los Angeles car
crash in February 2021,
which ended any hope of
him playing on a regular
basis.

A year ago, Woods was
just starting to take full
swings with the driver
and his ambition was to
make it to St. Andrews
for the 150th edition of
the British Open. He
wound up playing the
Masters and the PGA
Championship, too.

That amounted to
nine rounds — four at
Augusta National, three
at the PGA Champion-
ship (he withdrew after
the third round) and two
at St. Andrews.

Woods felt he was
making progress in the
months after the British
Open, only to hurt his
right foot while trying
to prepare for a 72-hole
event in the Bahamas.

“When you get plantar
fasciitis, the worst thing
you can do is walk, and
I was walking more and
more and more, trying
to get my legs ready for
this event, and I just
kept making it worse,”
he said. “So had to shut
it down.”

He said he would take
a month or two to rest,
which won’t affect his
golf schedule because he
wasn’t going to play that
much, anyway.

This has been com-
ing. Woods turns 47 on
Dec. 30, and he has had
roughly as many sur-
geries as majors he was
won (15).

“The goal is to play
just the major champi-
onships and maybe one
or two more. That’s it.
Physically, that’s all I
can do. I told you that
(at) the beginning of this
year, too,” he said.

“I mean, I don’t have
much left in this leg,
so gear up for the big-
gest ones and hopefully,
lightning catches in a
bottle and I'm up there
in contention with a
chance to win, and hope-
fully, I remember how to
do that.”




