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announces poster contest winners

The Marshall County Soil & Water Conservation District held its annual poster contest for county students. The Stewardship theme for 2022 was “Healthy Soil, Healthy Life”. This
contest provides students an opportunity to convey their thoughts about soil, water and related natural resource issues through art. It also highlights the educational outreach
efforts of conservation districts and their state conservation associations, auxiliaries and agencies. The winning entrants were Braden Burt (left) from Chapel Hill Elementary
(grades 2 - 3) and Delilah McCaffrey (below) from Cornersville Elementary (grades 4 — 6). Each winner received a certificate and a check for $25.00 from the District, and their
posters have been entered in the Tennessee Association of Conservation Districts Annual Poster Contest.
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‘Gaslighting’ is Merriam-Webster’s word of the year for 2022

By Leanne Italie
Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) —
“Gaslighting” — behav-
ior that’s mind manipu-
lating, grossly mislead-
ing, downright deceitful
— is Merriam-Webster’s
word of the year.

Lookups for the word
on merriam-webster.
com increased 1,740% in
2022 over the year be-
fore. But something else
happened. There wasn’t
a single event that drove
significant spikes in cu-
riosity, as it usually goes
with the chosen word of
the year.

The gaslighting was
pervasive.
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Provide free tax prep services to
low- to moderate-income taxpayers at the
Marshall County Senior Citizens Center.
No experience required.

Get started at
volunteerforvita.org.

“It’s a word that has
risen so quickly in the
English language, and
especially in the last
four years, that it actual-
ly came as a surprise to
me and to many of us,”
said Peter Sokolowski,
Merriam-Webster’s edi-
tor at large, in an exclu-
sive interview with The
Associated Press ahead
of Monday’s unveiling.

“It was a word looked
up frequently every sin-
gle day of the year,” he
said.

There were deepfakes
and the dark web. There
were deep states and
fake news. And there
was a whole lot of troll-
ing.
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Merriam-Webster’s
top definition for gas-
lighting is the psycho-
logical manipulation of a
person, usually over an
extended period of time,
that “causes the victim
to question the validity
of their own thoughts,
perception of reality,
or memories and typi-
cally leads to confusion,
loss of confidence and
self-esteem, uncertain-
ty of one’s emotional or
mental stability, and a
dependency on the per-
petrator.”

More broadly, the dic-
tionary defines the word
thusly: “The act or prac-
tice of grossly misleading
someone especially for
one’s own advantage.”

Gaslighting is a hei-
nous tool frequent-
ly used by abusers in
relationships — and
by politicians and oth-
er newsmakers. It can
happen between roman-
tic partners, within a
broader family unit and
among friends. It can be
a corporate tactic, or a
way to mislead the pub-
lic. There’s also “medi-

cal gaslighting,” when a
health care profession-
al dismisses a patient’s
symptoms or illness as
“all in your head.”

Despite its relatively
recent prominence —
including “Gaslighter,”
The Chicks’ 2020 album
featuring the rousingly
angry titular single —
the word was brought to
life more than 80 years
ago with “Gas Light,”
a 1938 play by Patrick
Hamilton.

It birthed two film ad-
aptations in the 1940s.
One, George Cukor’s
“Gaslight” in 1944,
starred Ingrid Berg-
man as Paula Alquist
and Charles Boyer as
Gregory Anton. The two
marry after a whirlwind
romance and Gregory
turns out to be a cham-
pion gaslighter. Among
other instances, he in-
sists her complaints over
the constant dimming
of their London town-
house’s gaslights is a
figment of her troubled
mind. It wasn’t.

The death of Angela
Lansbury in October

drove some interest in
lookups of the word,
Sokolowski said. She
played Nancy Oliver,
a young maid hired by
Gregory and told not to
bother his “high-strung”
wife.

The term gaslighting
was later used by men-
tal health practitioners
to clinically describe a
form of prolonged coer-
cive control in abusive
relationships.

“There is this impli-
cation of an intentional
deception,” Sokolowski
said. “And once one is
aware of that deception,
it’s not just a straight-
forward lie, as in, you
know, I didn’t eat the
cookies in the cookie jar.
It’s something that has
a little bit more devious
quality to it. It has possi-
bly an idea of strategy or
a long-term plan.”

Merriam-Webster,
which logs 100 million
pageviews a month on
its site, chooses its word
of the year based sole-
ly on data. Sokolowski
and his team weed out
evergreen words most
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commonly looked up
to gauge which word
received a significant
bump over the year be-
fore.

They dont slice and
dice why people look
up words, which can
be anything from quick
spelling and definition
checks to some sort of
attempt at inspiration or
motivation. Some of the
droves who looked up
“gaslighting” this year
might have wanted to
know, simply, if it’s one
or two words, or whether
it’s hyphenated.

“Gaslighting,”
Sokolowski said, spent
all of 2022 in the top
50 words looked up on
merriam-webster.com to
earn top dog word of the
year status. Last year’s
pick was “vaccine.”
Rounding out this year’s
Top 10 are:

— “Oligarch,” driven
by Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine.

— “Omicron,” the per-
sistent COVID-19 vari-
ant and the 15th letter
of the Greek alphabet.

— “Codify,” as in turn-
ing abortion rights into
federal law.

“Queen consort,”
what King Charles’ wife,
Camilla is newly known
as.

— “Raid,” as in the
search of former Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s
Mar-a-Lago home.

“Sentient,” with
lookups brought on by
Google canning the engi-
neer who claimed an un-
released Al system had
become sentient.

— “Cancel culture,”
enough said.

“LGBTQIA,” for
lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, queer or
questioning, intersex,
and asexual, aromantic
or agender.

— “Loamy,” which ma-
ny Wordle users tried
back in August, though
the right word that day
was “clown.”



