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UGA, Ohio St, 
Michigan, TCU 
remain CFP top 4
By RALPH D. RUSSO 
AP College Football Writer

Georgia, Ohio State, 
Michigan and TCU 
held on to the top four 
spots in the College 
Football Playoff rank-
ings. The Bulldogs’ 
Southeastern Confer-
ence rivals Tennessee 
and LSU are at Nos. 
5 and 6, respectively. 
With three of the top 
six teams and only 
three weeks left un-
til Selection Sunday, 
the SEC appears well 
positioned to put two 
teams in the CFP for 
the second straight 
season and third time 
overall. USC, the Pac-
12’s best and probably 
last hope to make the 
final four, is seventh.

Georgia, Ohio State, 
Michigan and TCU 
held on to the top four 
spots in the College 
Football Playoff rank-
ings on Tuesday night, 
with Tennessee at No. 
5 and LSU at No. 6.

With three of the 
top six teams and only 
three weeks left until 
Selection Sunday, the 
Southeastern Con-
ference appears well 
positioned to put two 
teams in the CFP for 
the second straight 
season and third time 
overall.

Georgia (10-0) and 
LSU (8-2) have already 
clinched spots in the 
SEC title game. Ten-
nessee (9-1) can do no 
better than 11-1.

“The committee be-
lieves there’s been sep-
aration with Georgia,” 
said selection commit-
tee chairman Boo Cor-
rigan, who is also the 
North Carolina State 
athletic director.

Ohio State (10-0) and 
Michigan (10-0) will 
finish the regular sea-
son against each oth-
er the Saturday after 
Thanksgiving.

No. 7 USC (9-1), the 
Pac-12’s best and prob-
ably last hope to make 
the final four, is sev-
enth. USC faces UCLA 
(8-2), the committee’s 
16th ranked team, on 
Saturday.

In another key Pac-
12 game on Saturday, 
No. 10 Utah (8-2) visits 
No. 12 Oregon (8-2).

Alabama (8-2) is 
eighth, but the Crim-
son Tide has been 
eliminated from SEC 
championship conten-
tion and with two loss-
es virtually eliminated 
from the CFP race.

Clemson (9-1) moved 
up to ninth, the highest 
ranked Atlantic Coast 
Conference team.

Analysis
The selection com-

mittee not only choos-
es the four teams that 
play for the national 
championship, they fill 
any at-large spot avail-
able in the four other 
New Year’s Six bowls.

That job won’t be 
too tough this season. 

With the semifinals be-
ing played in the Fi-
esta and Peach bowls, 
that leaves only a cou-
ple bids that have not 
already been spoke for 
because of conferences’ 
contracts with bowls.

The Rose Bowl gets 
either the Pac-12 and 
Big Ten champions 
or the next-highest 
ranked team if that 
champion makes it in-
to the semifinals.

If the Big Ten can get 
both Ohio State and 
Michigan into the CFP, 
it could open up a spot 
in Pasadena for No. 11 
Penn State (8-2).

The Sugar Bowl 
similarly gets the SEC 
and Big 12 champions 
unless they are in the 
playoff and then it’s 
the next teams up in 
those conferences. For 
Georgia, Tennessee or 
LSU, the Sugar could 
be a consolation prize.

The next highest 
ranked Big 12 team 
after TCU is Kansas 
State (7-3) at 15. TCU 
has locked up a spot 
in the conference title 
game, but its opponent 
is TBD.

TCU is the Big 12’s 
only CFP contender, so 
the Horned Frogs mak-
ing it into the semi-
finals would pave the 
way for one of its con-
ference rivals to land 
in New Orleans.

The Orange Bowl 
gets the ACC cham-
pion or the next high-
est ranked team from 
that conference if the 
champ is in the playoff. 
Clemson and No. 13 
North Carolina (9-1) 
are already set for the 
conference title game.

The Orange bowl 
also gets the highest 
ranked Big Ten or SEC 
team available, which 
puts Alabama in play 
depending on how ma-
ny SEC teams make 
the CFP. Penn State 
will be in that mix if it 
wins out.

The Cotton Bowl has 
two at-large spots, but 
one of those is already 
reserved for the high-
est ranked champion 
from a Group of Five 
conference.

No. 20 UCF (8-2) 
from the American 
Athletic Conference 
is currently the best 
ranked non-Power Five 
team. No. 21 Tulane 
(8-2) and No. 25 Cin-
cinnati (8-2) are also 
ranked from the AAC, 
setting up that con-
ference to likely nab 
one spot in the Cotton 
Bowl.

The other Cotton 
Bowl bid is the one 
true at-large that can 
be filled by the highest 
ranked team available 
regardless of confer-
ence.

The likely candi-
dates: TCU if it were 
to fail to win the Big 
12, Alabama or Penn 
State. Dark horses: 
A Pac-12 runner-up, 
North Carolina and 
No. 14 Mississippi (8-
2).

Vols nosedive to No. 22 in latest poll
By AARON BEARD 
AP Basketball Writer

North Carolina didn’t 
have a dominating start 
at No. 1. The Tar Heels 
open their second week 
atop the Associated 
Press men’s college bas-
ketball poll with coach 
Hubert Davis remind-
ing his players it will 
take time to find a flow 
like the one that car-
ried them to last year’s 
NCAA championship 
game.

UNC (2-0) earned 44 
of 63 first-place votes 
to finish ahead of No. 
2 Gonzaga in Monday’s 
first regular-season AP 
Top 25, which featured 
only slight changes 
from the preseason poll 
released Oct. 17.

The Tar Heels return 
four starters from last 
year’s team, includ-
ing AP preseason All-
American Armando 
Bacot inside. But they 
labored through wins 
last week, first against 
UNC Wilmington and 
then against College of 
Charleston.

After the opener, Da-
vis said he hoped it was 
“first-game anxious-
ness and nervousness.” 
After the second, he 
said he had talked to 
his team about dealing 
with expectations.

“One of the things 
I’ve sensed in them — 
I just felt not a ner-
vousness, but maybe a 
little bit of a burden of 
the expectations,” Da-
vis said. “And I tried to 
get them to understand 

that though those are 
expectations are noise, 
it means nothing.

“I felt like on every 
play, they were trying 
to make it look like the 
way we looked in April. 
That’s just not possible. 
That just can’t hap-
pen. This is this year’s 
team.”

The top tier
The second-ranked 

Bulldogs (2-0) picked 
up 14 first-place votes 
after wins against 
North Florida and 
Michigan State, the lat-
ter coming on the deck 
of an aircraft carrier. 
Third-ranked Houston 
(2-0) and fourth-ranked 
Kentucky (2-0) picked 
up the remaining five 
votes.

Baylor and Kansas 
were tied for fifth previ-
ously. This time, Baylor 
is alone at No. 5, fol-
lowed by Kansas and 
Duke. UCLA, Arkansas 
and Creighton round 
out the top 10.

The new eras 
Duke and Villanova 

both are starting with 
young coaches replac-
ing retired Hall of Fam-
ers. One had an early 
stumble that carried it 
right out of the poll.

The Blue Devils 
beat Jacksonville and 
USC Upstate — sur-
rendering 82 combined 
points — in their first 
two games under Jon 
Scheyer, who has taken 
over for Mike Krzyze-
wski in that program’s 
first coaching change 

since 1980.
The Wildcats have 

turned to Kyle Nep-
tune, who took over in 
the spring after the re-
tirement of Jay Wright. 
They won their opener 
against La Salle then 
lost to Temple, which 
dropped them from 
16th to unranked for 
the first time since Feb-
ruary 2019.

Rising
Illinois (2-0) had the 

biggest jump, climbing 
four spots to No. 19 af-
ter two easy home wins. 
No. 14 Arizona and No. 
21 Dayton each rose 
three spots. In all, 12 
teams moved up from 
the preseason poll.

Sliding
Tennessee (1-1) took 

the biggest tumble, fall-
ing 11 spots to No. 22 
after losing to Colorado 
in its home state.

Kansas — which fell 
out of the voting tie 
at No. 5 — Creighton 
and No. 15 TCU fell one 
spot each to round out 
the four teams that slid 
from their preseason 
rankings.

Status quo
Seven teams, all in-

side the top 10, held 
their preseason posi-
tion.

Welcome 
No. 24 Texas A&M 

and No. 25 Connecti-
cut are the week’s new 
additions. The Hus-

kies spent most of last 
season in the AP Top 
25, though the Aggies 
joined the poll for the 
first time under fourth-
year coach Buzz Wil-
liams. Texas A&M was 
last ranked in Febru-
ary 2018, a season that 
ended with an NCAA 
Sweet 16 appearance.

Farewell (for now)
Oregon (No. 21) joined 

Villanova as the two 
teams to fall out from 
the preseason poll. The 
Ducks opened with a 
home win against Flor-
ida A&M but lost at 
home to UC Irvine four 
days later.

Conference watch 
The Southeastern 

Conference led the way 
with six ranked teams, 
with No. 13 Auburn 
and No. 18 Alabama 
joining Kentucky, Ar-
kansas, Tennessee and 
Texas A&M.

The Big 12 was next 
with five, with No. 11 
Texas and No. 23 Tex-
as Tech joining Baylor, 
Kansas and TCU.

The Atlantic Coast 
Conference had three, 
with No. 16 Virginia 
joining UNC and Duke; 
while the Big Ten had 
three with No. 12 Indi-
ana and No. 20 Michi-
gan joining Illinois.

The Pac-12 and Big 
East each had two 
ranked teams, followed 
by the West Coast, 
American Athletic, 
Mountain West and At-
lantic 10 conferences 
each having one.

AP Photo/Steve Helber

The University of Virginia has canceled this weekend’s game against Coastal Carolina in the wake of a shooting that 
left three players dead. 

UVA cancels upcoming game in 
wake of shooting that killed 3
By DENISE LAVOIE 
Associated Press

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. — 
The University of Virginia stu-
dent accused of killing three 
members of the football team 
and wounding two other stu-
dents in an on-campus shooting 
was due in court Wednesday 
morning for his first hearing.

University officials and police 
have said Christopher Darnell 
Jones Jr., 22, joined a group 
of about two dozen others on 
a field trip Sunday from the 
Charlottesville campus to see 
a play in the nation’s capital, 
about 120 miles (195 kilome-
ters) away. When their bus ar-
rived back on campus, authori-
ties have said Jones opened 
fire, killing Lavel Davis Jr., 
D’Sean Perry and Devin Chan-
dler, and wounding two others, 
one of them also a football 

player.
Jones — who police have said 

was able to flee the shooting 
scene, setting off a manhunt 
and 12-hour campus lockdown 
— faces three counts of second-
degree murder, two counts of 
malicious wounding and addi-
tional gun-related charges.

The prosecutor handling 
the case, Albemarle Com-
monwealth’s Attorney James 
Hingeley, said by email that 
Jones was expected to appear 
by video link from a local jail.

Online records do not list 
an attorney for Jones. If he is 
financially eligible for court-
appointed counsel, an attorney 
will be appointed Wednesday, 
Hingeley wrote, adding there 
also could be a preliminary bail 
review at the hearing.

Jones has been in custody 
since he was arrested in sub-
urban Richmond late Monday 

morning.
University President Jim Ry-

an said Monday that authori-
ties did not have a “full under-
standing” of the motive behind 
the shooting. Court documents 
filed so far in the matter have 
offered no additional insight.

Jones was a member of the 
football team during the 2018 
season, a one-semester walk-
on, according to athletics direc-
tor Carla Williams.

In interviews, his father has 
expressed confusion and aston-
ishment and apologized to the 
victims’ families.

The violence at the state’s 
flagship public university has 
set off days of mourning among 
students and faculty, the broad-
er Charlottesville community 
and other supporters. Class-
es resumed Wednesday and a 
campus-wide event honoring 
the victims was in the works.


