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Tigers battle adversity to down 
Greenbrier on Senior Night
By Chris Siers
sports@t-g.com

LEWISBURG — In 
their regular season 
finale, the Marshall 
County Tigers (9-1, 
7-1) had to overcome a 
stingy Greenbrier (5-5, 
5-3) defense, as well as 
plenty of adversity, but 
in the end, the home 
team was able to put a 
win together on Senior 
Night and defeat the 
Bobcats, 28-7.

“It definitely wasn’t 
the cleanest of games, 
but Greenbrier is a good 
football team and is re-
ally good on defense. 
They’re probably one of 
the best defenses in 4A 
this year. Our guys took 
that as a big challenge. 
We knew we would 
probably have fewer 
possessions tonight, so 
we had to maximize 
the ones we had and I 
feel like we did a good 
job of that,” Tiger coach 
Thomas Osteen said. 

From a blocked extra 
point, to a botched snap 
on a punt to 80 penalty 
yards in the first half, 
the Tigers had plenty to 
overcome.

That’s just what they 
did.

Marshall County built 
a two-touchdown lead in 
the first half and played 
add on in the second 
half to coast to the win 
and secure home-field 
advantage in the open-
ing round of the Class 
4A playoffs.

On the stats sheet, it 
was more of the same 
for the Tiger offense.

Junior quarterback 
Silas Teat completed 
15-of-21 attempts for 

173 yards and a pair 
of touchdowns, while 
senior tailback Demari 
Braden carried it 24 
times for 116 yards and 
a touchdown as well.

Braden put the Tigers 
on the board with an 
eight-yard touchdown 
to cap the game’s open-
ing drive, but a blocked 
extra point left the Ti-
gers with a 6-0 lead.

Later in the quar-
ter, Marshall County’s 
drive stalled near its 
own 42-yard line and 
on a punt attempt, a 
mishandled snap set 
the Bobcats up with 
first down on the Tiger 
23-yard line.

Three plays later, 
Greenbrier quarterback 
Nolan Carson faked a 
handoff and dove into 
the end zone to finish 
off a 13-yard touchdown 
run.

The kick after put the 
visitors up 7-6, mark-
ing the first points the 
Tigers have allowed in 
three weeks.

After the Bobcats took 
the slim lead barely 58 
seconds into the second 
quarter, Teat went to 
work through the air 
and found tight end 
John Morgan Thomas 
on a 27-yard touchdown 
pass and a three-yard 
pass to Jayden Ran-
dolph to bump the Ti-
gers’ lead to 21-7 by the 
end of the half.

With the clock-drain-
ing offense the Bobcats 
ran, the Tigers were 
able to run just six plays 
in the third quarter and 
after forcing a turnover 
on downs with 13 sec-
onds left in the quarter, 
Marshall County took 

over on its own 30-yard 
line and orchestrated 
a 14-play scoring drive 
that Randolph finished 
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Montai Vaughn breaks up a key pass in the second half against Greenbrier on Friday night.         

Senior tight end John Morgan Thomas turns on the jets as he heads for paydirt on a 
27-yard touchdown pass from Silas Teat.

A host of Tiger defenders bring down Bobcat quarterback Nolan Carson for a loss in the 
backfield.

Quarterback Silas Teat surveys the field before firing a pass. He completed 15-of-21 
attempts and had two touchdown passes.

Demari Braden drags the Greenbrier defense along as he charges forward. He totaled 
116 yards on 24 carries for the Tigers.    
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