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Rockets drop nailbiter in home finale
By Kacy Kincaid
Sports Writer

CHAPEL HILL — 
The Forrest Rockets (3-
5, 1-3) took a tough loss 
in their last home game 
of the season on Fri-
day in a region match-
up against the Richland 
Raiders (6-2, 3-1), the 
nail biter ending in a 
score of 42-41.

Forrest started off 
hot, forcing the punt on 
Richland’s first posses-
sion. 

Ryan Hill, Tayton 
Swift, and Liam Bell all 
pitched in on first-down 
runs, Hill ultimately 
crossing the goal line 
from the one to score 
the Rockets’ first touch-
down of the game only 
three minutes in.

Like Groundhog Day, 
the Raiders were forced 
to punt on their next 
possession, allowing the 
Rockets to find the end 
zone for their second 
score of the night. 

Eli Bell carried for 
25 yards on the drive, 
while Swift, who led the 
Rockets with 111 yards, 
added 16. 

It was Swift who 
dipped into the end zone 
from the four yard line 
with 4:51 left in the first 
quarter. 

Gavin Grissom’s kick 
was good on both pos-
sessions, giving Forrest 
the 14-0 lead.

Within three minutes, 
the Raiders responded, 
scoring on a nine-play 
drive covering 80 yards. 

The extra point at-
tempt was no good.

After a failed field 
goal attempt for the 
Rockets and a punt by 
the Raiders, Forrest re-
gained possession on 
their own 41-yard line. 

With 5:45 left in the 
half, Hill connected 
with Chris Davis on 
a 34-yard touchdown 
pass. Grissom kept up 
the momentum and the 
Rockets held a sturdy 
lead, 21-6.

The Rockets defense 
tried to hold steady, but 
the Raiders kept trudg-
ing down the field, dig-
ging themselves out of 
third down holes. Ethan 
Workman, who was 
hard to handle all eve-
ning with a total of 194 
yards, finally made it to 
the one yard line, where 
his second attempt of 
the drive to cross the 
goal line was successful. 
The Raiders came up 
short on the two-point 
conversion.

Going into halftime, 
Forrest held the lead at 
21-12.

Swift started the third 
quarter for the Rockets 
with a kickoff return to 
the Raiders 49 yard line. 
Three plays in from the 
41, Richland intercept-
ed, but were unable to 
take advantage thanks 
to a big third down stop 
by Riley Durbin and 
Landon Groeneveld.

The Raiders did not 
remain silent. With 3:12 
left in the third, Rich-
land found the end zone 
again, edging closer to 
the lead, only down by 
two, 21-19.

In another unlucky 
turn of events for the 
Rockets, a fumble was 
recovered by the Raid-
ers, which they ex-
pounded on in the form 
of another touchdown, 

taking the lead 26-21.
But the Rockets 

weren’t finished. With 
three seconds left to 
play in the third quar-
ter, Hill launched a 
40-yard touchdown pass 
to Swift, regaining the 
lead 28-26 heading into 
the fourth quarter.

And what a fourth 
quarter it was. Forty 
seconds in, Raiders 
quarterback Bryce Mill-
er went on a 59-yard 
touchdown sprint, also 
tacking on the extra 
two, putting Richland 
up 34-28.

After Eli Bell’s touch-
down kickoff return 
was called back due to 
a penalty on the Rock-
ets, Forrest started at 
their own 45 yard line. 
Swift moved the ball 
into Raiders territory, 
with Davis going on 
a 27-yard dash to put 
the Rockets on the nine 
yard line. Again, it was 
Swift who scampered 
across the goal line to 
even up the score 34-
34. Grissom’s kick was 
good, giving the Rockets 
a one point lead with 
8:35 to play.

Richland took their 
time moving the ball up 
the field. At the Rockets’ 
six yard line, a Raiders 
fumble was recovered 
by Forrest, but anoth-
er penalty against the 
Rockets gave possession 
back to Richland. They 
pounced on the opportu-
nity, scoring on the next 
play. Richland added 
the extra two on a pass 
to Workman, taking the 
lead 42-35.

A handful of Rockets 
came together to me-
thodically maneuver the 
ball into Raiders terri-
tory, including a 27-yard 
pass reception by Gris-
som. Finally making 
it to the 11 yard line, 
Hill dashed into the end 
zone for the second time 
of the night, leaving the 
Raiders with only a one 
point lead.

Forrest went for it all, 
setting up for the two-
point conversion. But it 
just wasn’t in the cards 
for the Rockets. The 
pass fell incomplete, 
and the Raiders took 
the win.

The Rockets are on 
the road this week with 
a Thursday night meet-
ing with East Robertson 
(7-1). Kickoff is sched-

uled for 7pm.
Richland      6  6 14 16 — 42
Forrest  14  7   7 13 — 41

First Quarter
F — Ryan Hill 1 run (Gavin Grissom kick), 

9:01.
F — Tayton Swift 4 run (Grissom kick), 
4:51.
R — Ethan Workman 17 run, 1:25.

First Quarter
F — Chris Davis 34 pass from Ryan Hill 
(Grissom kick), 5:45.

R — Workman 1 run, 1:32.
Fourth Quarter

R — Workman 4 run (Colton Trimble 
kick), 3:12.
R — Bryce Miller 31 run (Trimble kick), 
1:20.
F — Swift 40 pass from Hill (Grissom 

kick), 0:03.
Fourth Quarter

R — Miller 59 run (Miller run), 11:20.
F — Swift 9 run (Grissom kick), 8:35.
R — Workman 3 run (pass good), 4:48.
F — Hill 11 run, 0:02.

Eli Bell breaks the tackle on a carry.
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The Forrest football seniors were honored prior to kickoff on Senior Night.

Tayton Swift lunges into the end zone.

The Associated Press’ Top 10 teams 
in each of Tennessee’s six Division I 
non-financial aid classifications and in 
the combined Division II financial aid 
classification as selected by Tennessee 
AP-member sportswriters and broadcast-
ers. With first-place votes in parentheses, 
records through October 17, total points 
based on 10 points for a first-place vote 
through one point for a 10th-place vote:

Division I - Class 6A
School           Record Points    Prv
1. Oakland (12)  7-1  120  1
2. Cane Ridge   7-1  105  2
3. Dobyns-Bennett  7-1  95  3
4. Maryville   6-2  86  4
5. Centennial   7-1  59  6
6. Houston   6-2  44  T7
7. Collierville   7-1  36  T7
8. Ravenwood   5-3  25 9
9. Farragut   6-2  19     NR
10. Bearden   6-2  18     NR

Others receiving votes: Beech 16. 
Blackman 14. Bradley Central 11. Bartlett 
11. Brentwood 1.

Division I - Class 5A
School    Record Points  Prv
1. Knoxville West (12)   8-0    120   1
2. Nolensville   8-0  102  3
3. Munford   8-0  98  2
4. Page   7-1  86  4
5. Daniel Boone  8-0  67  5
6. Henry County  6-2  58  6
7. Powell   6-2  46  7
8. Mt. Juliet   7-2  34  9
9. White County  6-2  24  10
10. McMinn County  6-2  12     NR

Others receiving votes: Sevier County 8. 
Springfield 4. Oak Ridge 1.

Division I - Class 4A
School            Record Points   Prv

1. Greeneville (12)  9-0  120  1
2. Anderson County  8-0  106  2
3. Haywood County  8-0  98  3
4. Pearl-Cohn   7-2  70  5
5. Upperman   6-2  63  7
6. Macon County  7-1  61  6
7. Marshall County  7-1  48  8
8. Stone Memorial  7-1  35  9
9. Red Bank   7-1  30  4
10. Melrose   7-1  10     NR
(tie) Dekalb County  6-2  10     10
  
Others receiving votes: Hardin County 6. 
Elizabethton 2. Craigmont 1.

Division I - Class 3A
School   Record Points  Prv
1. Alcoa (12)   7-1   120  1
2. East Nashville  8-0   105  2
3. Covington   7-1   99  3
4. Gatlinburg-Pittman  7-1    82  4
5. Waverly   6-1       67  5
6. Giles County  6-2       56  6

7. Smith County  7-1       48  8
8. Chuckey-Doak  7-1       40   7
9. Sweetwater   7-2       20  9
10. Fairview   6-2      11      NR
  
Others receiving votes: West Greene 10. 
Unicoi County 1. Sheffield 1.

Division I - Class 2A
School    Record Points  Prv
1. Tyner Academy (11)  8-0   119  1
2. Hampton   7-1   103  2
3. Fairley   8-0    95  3
4. Riverside   7-1  76  4
5. Westview (1)  6-2    74  5
6. East Robertson  7-1     64 6   
7. Huntingdon   6-2    45  7
8. Freedom Prep  7-1    35  8
9. Union City   7-1    27  9
†10. Lewis County  7-1   21  10

Others receiving votes: Meigs County 1.

Division I - Class 1A
School   Record Points  Prv
1. Fayetteville (6)  8-0  114  2
2. McKenzie (4)  8-0  102  1
3. MASE  (1)   8-0  98  3
4. Peabody   7-1  83  4
5. South Pittsburg  7-2  68  5
6. Dresden   7-1  60  6
7. Moore County  7-1  49  7
8. Clay County   7-1  39  8
9. Coalfield   7-1  22  9
10. Gordonsville  6-2  14     NR

Others receiving votes: McEwen 11.

Division II - Class 1A
School   Record Points  Prv
1. Friendship Christian (11)    8-0  119  1
2. University-Jackson (1)        7-1  109  2
3. Middle Tenn. Christian       7-1   93    3
4. Jackson Christian           6-1  84    4
5. Nashville Christian School  6-2  75    5
 

Others receiving votes: none.

Division II - Class 2A
School   Record Points  Prv
1. Lipscomb Academy (12) 8-0  120  1
2. Knoxville Webb       8-0  106 2
3. Lausanne Collegiate       6-1  85      3
4. Chattanooga Christian    7-1  83     4
5. Franklin Road Academy   7-1  71     5
  
Others receiving votes: CPA 15.

Division II - Class 3A
School   Record Points  Prv
1. MBA (12)   8-0  120  1
2. Baylor   7-1  108  2
3. McCallie   6-2  96  3
4. Brentwood Academy  6-2  84  4
5. Ensworth   6-2  72  5

Others receiving votes: none.
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