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AP POLL

The Associated Press’ Top 10 teams
in each of Tennessee’s six Division |

non-financial aid classifications and in
the combined Division Il financial aid
classification as selected by Tennessee
AP-member sportswriters and broadcast-
ers. With first-place votes in parentheses,
records through September 5, total points
based on 10 points for a first-place vote
through one point for a 10th-place vote:

Division | - Class 6A

School Record Points Prv

1.0akland (12) 301 29 1
2. Maryville (1) 3-01 18 2
3. Lebanon 3-0 94 3
4. Collierville 3-0 80 6
5. Ravenwood 21 77 4
6. Cane Ridge 30 64 7
7. Dobyns Bennet 30 48 8
8. Germantown 3-0 41 NR
9. Bradley Central 30 34 10
10. Blackman 21 12 NR

Others receiving votes: Riverdale 10.
Independence 6. Smyrna 1. Whitehaven 1.

Division I - Class 5A

School Record  Points  Prv

1. Page (8) 30 124 1
2. Knoxville West (4) 3-0 119 2
3. Springfield (1) 3-0 88 3
4. Munford 30 86 4
5. Henry County 21 70 6
6. Nolensville 30 65 7
7. Daniel Boone 30 56 8
8. Oak Ridge 21 30 9
9. McMinn County 21 27 NR

10. Morristown West ~ 3-0 17 NR
Others receiving votes: Walker Valley 9.
White County 8. Green Hill 6. Franklin
County 6. Rhea County 3. Karns 1.

Division | - Class 4A
School Record  Points  Prv
1. Greeneville (11) 30 128 1
2. Anderson County (2) 3-0 115 2
3. Haywood County 20 104 3

4. Upperman 3-0 89 T4
5. Hardin County 30 81 T4
6. Red Bank 20 63 6
7. Marshall County 30 45 7
8. Milan 30 43 8
9. Pearl-Cohn 12 22 10
10. Tullahoma 11 12 9

Others receiving votes: Lawrence County
4. Macon County 4. South Gibson 2. East
Hamilton 1. Stone Memorial 1. Melrose 1.

Division | - Class 3A

School Record  Points Prv
1. Alcoa (13) 30 130 1
2. East Nash. 30 116 2
3. Covington 2-1 99 3
4. Giles County 30 84 5
5.Unicoi County 30 69 6
6. Kingston 3-0 65 7
7. Dyersburg 30 41 8
8. Gatlinburg-Pittman 2-1 38 9
9. Sweetwater 2-1 24 NR
10. Loudon 2-1 22 4
Others receiving votes: Waverly 17.
Fairview 6. Chuckey-Doak 4.

Division | - Class 2A
School Record  Points Prv
1. Hampton (8) 30 123 1
2. Tyner Academy (5) 3-0 119 3
3. Riverside 30 101 5
4. Union City 3-0 99 4
5. Huntingdon 21 71 6
6. Harpeth 30 44 10
7. Freedom Prep 30 29 NR
8. Loretto 21 21 NR
(tie) Forrest 2-1 21 2

10. Fairley 30 19 NR
Others receiving votes: Westmoreland 17.
Mt. Pleasant 15. Polk County 9. Westview
8. Meigs County 8. Monterey 5. East
Robertson 4. Watertown 2.

Division I - Class 1A

School Record  Points  Prv
1. McKenzie (12) 30 129
2. Fayetteville (1) 30 117
3.Memphis Acad. of Science & Eng.

30 100
4. Dresden 30 88

5. Peabody

6. South Pittsburg
7. Moore County
8. McEwen

9. Coalfield

10. Clay County 20 24
Others receiving votes: Gordonsville 5.
Lake County 4. West Carroll 4. Whitwell
3. Oakdale 3.
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Division Il - Class 1A
Record Points Prv
121 2

School
1. Friendship Christian (6) 3-0
2. Jackson Christian (6)  2-0 118 1
3. University-Jackson (1) 2-1 108 4
4. Middle Tenn. Christian 2-1 74 5
5. Grace Christian Acad.  3-0 48 NR

Others receiving votes: Clarksville
Academy 38. Lakeway Christian 13.

Division Il - Class 2A

School Record Points Prv
1. Lipscomb Academy (12) 3-0 129 1
2. Lausanne Collegiate 20 113 2
3. CPA 30 99 4
4. Boyd Buchanan (1) 30 98 5
5. Knoxville Webb 3-0 36 NR
Others receiving votes: CAK 25. Franklin
Road Academy 14. Notre Dame 6.

Division Il - Class 3A

School Record Points Prv

1. MBA (11) 3-0 127 2
2. Baylor (1) 30 112 3
3. MccCallie (1) 21 102 1
4. Brentwood Academy 2-1 93 5
5. Pope John Paul Il 3-0 62 NR

Others receiving votes: Ensworth 24.

Kacy Kincaid
sports correspondent

What is your favorite
part about your job
with the Tribune?

| love sports, writing,
and photography,

so combining these
things to create

a conduit to the
community that | grew
up in and continuing
to build relationships
and a legacy is such a
blessing.

What is your favorite
vacation spot?

My favorite vacation
spot is anywhere with
sun and water.

What is your favorite
movie and why?

My favorite movie is

A League of Their Own.
| loved that movie from
the get-go, but it really
became special to

me after our Marshall
County Little League
all-star team won the
state championship

in 1998 and again in
2000. Us girls grew up
playing together and
continued through

high school, so

| really understand
and respect the
camaraderie of the
teams in the movie.
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Tigers

(Continued from Page 1B)

Jayden Randolph”
Osteen said.

With the first region
victory out of the way,
Marshall County now
turns its focus to de-
fending state champion
Tullahoma.

The Wildcats current-
ly have a three-game
win-streak over the
Tigers, with Marshall
County’s last victory
over Tullahoma coming
in a 30-6 win in 2019.

With Friday night’s
region match-up being
one the coaching staff,
players and fans have
all circled, Osteen said
his team knows what’s
at stake.

“You want to ap-
proach each week like
it’s the same, but we'd
be lying if we said it
wasn’t something extra.
Tullahoma has been
the best in our region
the last couple years.
Our guys know how
tough that game’s been
the past couple of years.
It’s not going to take
much to get our kids
motivated this coming
week,” he said.

Tullahoma (1-1) sat
idle in Week 3, but will
travel to Lewisburg to
take on the Tigers on
Friday night at Preston
Hopkins field.

Kickoff is set for 7
p.m.

Marshall Co.

770
Creek Wood 077

3—17
0—14
First Quarter

M — Marcus O'Neal 5 pass from Silas
Teat, (Wyatt Joyce kick), 3:37.

Second Quarter

C — Jayden Elliott 1 run, (Ty Miller kick),
5:06.

M — Antomme Cowthorn 2 run, (Joyce
kick), 2:06.

Third Quarter

C — Jamison Ford 2 pass from Eathon
Donaldson, (Miller kick), 2:02.

Fourth Quarter

M — Wyatt Joyce 43 field goal, 9:39.

Georgia moves up to
No. 2, passing Ohio State

By RALPH D. RUSSO
AP College Football Writer

Georgia moved up to No. 2
in the first Associated Press
college football poll of the
regular season, passing Ohio
State, after the defending na-
tional champions dominated
their opener.

Alabama remained No. 1 in
the AP Top 25 presented by
Regions Bank released Tues-
day, receiving 44 of 63 first-
place votes from the media
panel and 1,552 points.

The Bulldogs narrowed the
gap on the Crimson Tide af-
ter beating Oregon 49-3 on
Saturday. Georgia received 17
first-place votes.

Ohio State slipped to No. 3
and received two first-place
votes. Michigan moved up
four spots to No. 4.

Clemson dropped a spot to
No. 5.

Florida debuted at No. 12
after its thrilling victory at
home against Utah on Satur-
day night. The Utes slipped
six spots to No. 13 after the
loss.

The rest of the top 10 was
Texas A&M at No. 6, followed
by Oklahoma, Notre Dame,
Baylor and Southern Califor-
nia.

USC is in the top 10 for
the first time since the final
regular-season poll of 2017,
when the Trojans were eighth.

The eighth-ranked Fighting
Irish dropped three spots out
of the top five after losing 21-
10 at Ohio State.

Poll points

Georgia has been ranked
No. 1 or 2 in 15 of the last
17 polls, with the other two
weeks at No. 3.

Since 2017, Georgia has
been ranked No. 2 in the coun-
try 13 times and No. 1 nine
times, all last season.

From 1981 — the season af-
ter Georgia won the national
title — to 2016, the Bulldogs
were ranked in the top two a
total of 10 times.

— Florida’s jump from un-
ranked to No. 12 is the biggest
for an unranked team since
the first regular-season poll
of 2016, when Texas landed at
No. 11 and Wisconsin at No.
10 after Week 1 victories.

— No. 24 Tennessee is
ranked for the first time un-
der second-year coach dJosh
Heupel.

Out

— Oregon’s humbling loss
to Georgia sent the Ducks all
the way out of the rankings.
It’s the first time Oregon has
been unranked in a poll for
which it was eligible since the
last regular-season AP Top 25
of 2020.

— Cincinnati dropped out
after losing at Arkansas by a
touchdown, its first regular-
season loss since late in the
2019 season.

For the Bearcats, who made
the College Football Playoff
last year, it snapped a run of
45 consecutive poll appear-
ances, which was the fifth-

longest active streak in the
country.

Conference call

Florida and Tennessee mov-
ing into the rankings gives
the SEC eight ranked teams,
the most for a conference
since the SEC had eight three
times in 2020.

The record for ranked teams
from one conference is 10 by
the SEC early in the 2018 sea-
son. From 2011-18, the SEC
had eight teams ranked in a
AP Top 25 a total of 14 times.

SEC — 8 (Nos. 1, 2,6, 12, 16,
20, 22, 24).

ACC — 5 (Nos. 5, 15, 17, 18,
23).

Big Ten — 4 (Nos. 3, 4, 14,
19).

Big 12 — 3 (Nos. 7, 9, 11).

Pac-12 — 2 (Nos. 10, 13).

Independents — 2 (Nos. 8,
21).

American — 1 (No. 25).

Ranked vs. ranked

No. 9 Baylor at No. 21 BYU.
Future Big 12 matchup.

No. 20 Kentucky at No. 12
Florida. The first time both
will be ranked when they play
since 2007.

No. 24 Tennessee at No. 17
Pitt. First SEC/ACC ranked
nonconference matchup of the
season.

SEC teams get more chances
for September statements

By JOHN ZENOR
AP Sports Writer

The Southeastern Confer-
ence was perhaps one blocked
kick away from perfection last
weekend, with a few impres-
sive nonconference victories
and some no-brainers.

For teams like No. 1 Ala-
bama and No. 24 Tennessee,
bigger tests start on Satur-
day when theyre among five
SEC teams engaging in Power
5 nonconference matchups. A
league that prides itself on be-
ing the best in college football
gets a chance for more Sep-
tember statements.

No. 2 Georgia looked every
bit the defending national
champion in a 49-3 win over
then-No. 11 Oregon. No. 16
Arkansas toppled Cincinnati,
a playoff team last season.

Florida upended then-No. 7
Utah, the defending Pac-12
Conference champion, match-
ing the highest ranked team
the Gators have defeated in an
opener. The first time was over
No. 7 Houston in 1969.

“Pretty good football there,
huh?” first-year coach Billy
Napier said.

The football was solid
league-wide, though it’s hard

to read much into wins over
teams like Mercer (Auburn)
and Utah State (Alabama).

LSU fell 24-23 to Florida
State on a blocked extra point
with no time on the clock in
coach Brian Kelly’s debut.
That was the SEC’s only loss
on the weekend.

No. 12 Florida and Tennes-
see rode nonconference wins
into the Top 25, giving the
SEC eight ranked teams. Ar-
kansas moved up three spots
in the rankings to start the
follow-up to the program’s
best season in a decade.

“I think that was just an en-
ergy booster fire for ourselves
to know that we can play like
we always can,” Arkansas
safety Simeon Blair said. “We
can play and play at a high
level against good teams of
that magnitude.”

This week, Alabama visits
fellow traditional power Texas
after a 55-0 win over Utah
State that amounted to a
tuneup. The Volunteers, who
beat Ball State 59-10, are at
No. 17 Pittsburgh

Vandy (2-0) hosts No. 23
Wake Forest seeking its first
3-0 start since 2017. Missouri
visits Kansas State and Mis-
sissippi State is at Arizona.

— Alabama is making its
first trip to Austin since 1922
and facing former Tide of-
fensive coordinator Steve
Sarkisian. The Longhorns are
rebuilding but they have a
7-1-1 record against Alabama,
which won the last meeting to
claim the 2009 national cham-
pionship.

“I think there’s an under-
standing that us going to Aus-
tin this weekend, it’s gonna
be hostile, there’s gonna be a
lot of noise, there’s gonna be a
lot of people,” Tide linebacker
Henry To’oTo’o said. “So we’re
excited and super juiced about
it.”

— Tennessee and Pitt are
playing in the Johnny Majors
Classic pitting two teams he
coached. Pitt won 41-34 last
year in Neyland Stadium. The
Volunteers get a chance to give
further evidence theyre an
up-and-coming program under
coach Josh Heupel, who’s more
concerned about preparations
than any of that.

“Last week has nothing to
do with this coming week,”
Heupel said. “A year ago has
nothing to do with what’s go-
ing to happen this week. To
perform the right way, you
have to prepare the right way.”

— Mississippi State has its
first meeting with Arizona in
a game scheduled to kick off
about 10 p.m. Central time.
Bulldogs coach Mike Leach
went 4-2 against the Wildcats
while at Washington State,
and his team attempted 84
passes in the 2017 meeting.

“I think we’re all excited to
be up late and go play Ari-
zona,” Leach said.

— Missouri faces an old Big
12 Conference opponent. The
Tigers and Wildcats meet for
the first time since 2011 but
the 98th overall. Missouri
leads 60-32-5.

— Vandy has won the past
three meetings with Wake
Forest and actually leads
the series 10-6. Commodores
coach Clark Lea has already
matched the win total from
his debut season was Dave
Clawson’s linebackers coach in
2016 at Wake Forest.

Lea said Clawson “has built
a great program there and it’s
going to be a fun team to com-
pete against.”

___ AP Sports Writer Teresa
Walker contributed to this re-
port.

Titans tap next man up experience
replacing LB Harold Landry

By TERESA M. WALKER
AP Pro Football Writer

NASHVILLE — The
Tennessee Titans are
days away from kick-
ing off their new sea-
son and already have
placed two players on
injured reserve.

Losing Pro Bowl line-
backer Harold Landry
IIT hurts the most.

One advantage the

Titans have as they
prepare to host the New
York Giants on Sunday
is this isn’t the first
time theyve leaned
heavily on that next
man up mentality. They
earned the No. 1 seed in
the AFC last season us-
ing an NFL- record 91
different players, most
in a non-strike season,
with 26 on injured re-
serve.

“Just because Har-
old went out does not
mean that we’re going
to be looking at our-
selves like, ‘Hey, we're
not going to be able to
be the type of team or
type of defense that we
were capable of,” safety
Kevin Byard said Mon-
day. “We're going to ex-
pect, and we've always
expected, for backups to
play like starters.”

The Titans had five
starters go on and off
injured reserve last
season, not counting
first-round draft pick
Caleb Farley. The cor-
nerback tore an ACL in
his lone start.

Yet Tennessee still
finished sixth in the
NFL in scoring defense,
second in run defense
and was the only team
in the league with

three different players
to have at least eight
sacks apiece. Landry,
who started every game
the past three seasons,
earned his first Pro
Bowl nod with a career-
high 12 sacks last sea-
son.

That earned him a
five-year contract this
offseason after Landry
> See Titans, Page 4B



