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Easton McMahon tees off on Hole 1 on Tuesday at River Bend.
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Nellie Neece chips her way onto the green on Hole 9 at

River Bend.

MCHS golfers compete in Shelbyville quad match

While Marshall Coun-
ty didn’t have enough
golfers to field a full
team for either the
boys or girls side of the
match, the Tigers and
Tigerettes were repre-
sented, nonetheless.

Easton McMahon shot

By Chris Siers
sports@t-g.com

SHELBYVILLE — It
was a busy afternoon
on the course in a four-
team match at River
Bend Country Club on
Tuesday afternoon.

a 41 and was in the mix
for match medalist, fin-
ishing just two strokes
behind individual win-
ner Luke Mattox from
Lawrence County, who
shot a 39.

Ronan Scott finished
his round with a 50.

Lawrence Count
out-dueled Shelbyville
for a 177 team score to
take the win, while the
Eagles posted a 179.

On the girls’ side,
Coffee County took the
team win with an 87.

Lawrence County fin-

ished second with a 100,
while Franklin County
turned in a 108.

For the Tigerettes,
Nellie Neece finished
her afternoon with a 52.

Boys

Lawrence Co. (177)
Shelbyville (179)
Franklin Co. (193)

Coffee Co. (194)

Marshall Co. (NS)
Easton McMahon 41
Ronan Scott 50

Girls

Coffee Co. (87)
Lawrence Co. (100)
Franklin Co. (108)
Shelbyville (NS)

Marshall Co. (NS)
Nellie Neece 52

Critical games dot
the schedule as
2022 commences

By HANK KURZ Jr.
AP Sports Writer

The college football schedule offers a weekly se-
lection of marquee games between top teams, and
some will hit the ground running fast this year.

Two Sept. 3 showdowns could shuffle the pre-
season AP Top 25 quickly as No. 5 Notre Dame,
with new coach Marcus Freeman, visits No. 2 Ohio
State, and No. 3 Georgia — the defending national
champion — plays No. 11 Oregon in Atlanta.

Reaching across Power Five lines for these
matchups seems to have escalated in recent years,
but then long-held bitter rivalries take over later
in the season as teams grapple for championships
and bowl positioning. Here are just six of the tan-
talizing games on tap this season:

No. 5 Notre Dame at No. 2 Ohio State, Sept.
3

Freeman’s debut against his alma mater will
set the tone for both teams, of course, and it will
see Heisman Trophy candidate C.J. Stroud under
center for the Buckeyes. There will be nine pre-
season AP All-Americans on the field between the
two teams. A bit of added intrigue: High school
star edge rusher Keon Keeley could be among the
103,000 or so fans in attendance. Keeley previous-
ly committed to the Irish, then decommitted after
the coaching change. The Buckeyes and No. 1 Ala-
bama are among the teams vying to bring him into
their five-star fold.

No. 11 Oregon vs. No. 3 Georgia (Atlanta),
Sept. 3

The Bulldogs lost five first-round NFL draft
choices from last year’s team on defense, but they
get QB Stetson Bennett back, potentially adding to
his remarkable story as a former walk-on who was
the MVP in a national championship game victory.
The Bulldogs’ tendencies, though, are well known
by former defensive coordinator Dan Lanning, who
will be making his debut as the Ducks’ coach after
Mario Cristobal left to take the job at Miami.

No. 13 North Carolina State at No. 4 Clem-
son, Oct. 1

Last year, the Wolfpack ended an eight-game
slide against the Tigers by prevailing 27-21 in dou-
ble overtime. N.C. State held Clemson to just 214
yards, its lowest total of the season, and the loss
eventually helped allow Wake Forest to end the
Tigers’ six-year stranglehold on the ACC’s Atlan-
tic Division title. The Wolfpack has 10 defensive
starters back, so Clemson has its work cut out. The
programs are picked to finish 1-2 in the division,
with Clemson first.

No. 6 Texas A&M at No. 1 Alabama, Oct. 8

This SEC West showdown might as well be
called the “Beef Bowl” after the spicy offseason
comments over recruiting between Aggies coach
Jimbo Fisher and Crimson Tide coach Nick Saban.
More important, this could be the deciding game in
the division race. The coaches say they've buried
the hatchet, but the winner may give it a twist.
Texas A&M last won the national championship in
1939; the Crimson Tide has six with Saban alone.

No. 14 USC at No. 7 Utah, Oct. 15

The Trojans’ ranking is likely more a tip of the
cap to new coach Lincoln Riley after a 4-8 finish
last season. Riley used the transfer portal hoping
to rebuild the program quickly, bringing in 24 new
players. The Utes are intent on seeing returning
QB Cam Rising continue to push their ascent after
their first Pac-12 title and Rose Bowl appearance.
How quickly Riley’s new systems take hold will be
huge for USC.

No. 12 Oklahoma State at No. 9 Oklahoma, Nov.
19

The Cowboys return 10 offensive starters, in-
cluding QB Spencer Sanders, to a team that came
within an eyelash of the playoff last season. De-
fense has always seemed a strength and should
remain so with Derek Mason taking over as coor-
dinator for Jim Knowles, who took the same spot
at Ohio State. The Sooners had their six-year grip
on Big 12 titles end last season thanks to a loss to
the Cowboys. They hope former Clemson defensive
coordinator Brent Venables can get them back on
top behind QB Dillon Gabriel, who passed for more
than 8,000 yards and 70 touchdowns at Central

Florida.
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Demiayh Blackman jumps to block a shot by Community’s M.J. Simmons.

Tribune Photos by Chris Siers

Tigerettes fall in straight
sets at Community

By Chris Siers
sports@t-g.com

UNIONVILLE — The
Marshall County Tig-
erettes couldn’t find an
answer for Communi-
ty’s M.J. Simmons on
Tuesday afternoon and
fell in straight sets to
the Viqueens.

Simmons recorded 14
kills against the Tiger-
ettes and led the way in
the opening set, which
the Viqueens took 25-
10.

Community followed
with a 25-7 second set
victory before closing
the match in a third set
thriller, 25-19.

Community 3, MCHS O
Set scores: 25-10, 25-7, 25-19

Mashawna Ridley tips
the ball over the net for a
Tigerette point.
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