
By Danny Tyree
“Anxious parents are 

no longer allowing their 
kids to go to slumber 
parties,” announced a 
blurb in the August 16 
“New York Post.”

Slumber parties are 
not usually one of the 
top subjects on my mind 
in the morning (“Got my 
keys, got my snack, 
got my wallet, got a 
great ‘is your refrig-
erator running?’ joke 
to share…”), so I was 
surprised to learn 
that 12.3 million par-
ents participate in the 
#NoSleepovers move-
ment online.

(Boy, I’m old. I re-
member when Arte 
Johnson popularized 
“Blow in my ear and I’ll 
follow you anywhere” on 
TV’s “Laugh-In.” Today 
the phrase is “Slap a 
hashtag on it and I’ll 
follow you anywhere.” 
But I digress.)

No, it’s not a COVID 
thing. Many Gen Xers 
and millennials simply 
remember their own 
childhood indiscretions 
(“the ankle monitor fi-

nally comes off aaaany 
day now”) and then ex-
trapolate for Technology 
2022 and Peer Pressure 
2022. Forget sugar-
plums; visions of inter-
net porn, texted genita-
lia pics, slasher movies, 
drug experimentation, 
hacked Russian mis-
sile silos and Caitlyn’s 

m o t h e r ’ s 
pervy live-
in boyfriend 
d a n c e 
t h r o u g h 
their heads.

W h e t h -
er you’re 
e n t r u s t -

ing your own heir to a 
stranger’s care or agree-
ing to take responsibil-
ity for a dozen hellions 
yourself, a slumber par-
ty is a nerve-wracking 
big deal. (“Just have a 
fun time and pretend 
I’m not here. And I’ll 
pretend the Prince of 
Darkness isn’t here egg-
ing you on…”)

Critics assert that a 
total ban on sleepovers 
is “helicopter parenting” 
taken to the extreme. 
But helicopter parents 
are rightly concerned 
about caffeine-infused 
youngsters pooling their 
daredevil ideas. It takes 
just one “Hey! The gun 
cabinet is unlocked!” 
for the helicopter to 
come plummeting to the 
ground.

Even if you permit a 
slumber party but lay 
down strict rules, you 
are not going to win any 
popularity contests with 
your children. A wee-
hours game of Truth or 
Dare can take some nas-
ty twists. (“I dare you to 
make long-term plans 
to put your parents in 
that nursing home that 
plays Lawrence Welk 
music 24-7. Revenge 
is a dish best served 
cold…and pureed.”)

Many parents com-
promise by picking their 
kids up at 10 p.m. or so, 
instead of letting them 
have an all-night gab-
fest or video-game mar-
athon. The kids make 
fond memories but ar-
en’t too exhausted to 
spill the intel. (“So, is 
the upstairs carpet as 
hideous as I heard?”)

Call it sour grapes if 
you must, but I empa-
thize with the #NoS-
leepovers crowd. Other 
than camping trips with 
the Webelos Scouts, I 
never got invited to 
sleepovers, and I turned 
out just fine. I even win 
the Most Likely to Give 
Everyone Else the Stink 
Eye award at class re-
unions.

One traditional-
ist pointed out that 
sleepovers are a “rite of 
passage” for youngsters. 
Is there any sociological 
term more overused and 
pretentious than “rite of 
passage”? I missed half 
the allegedly universal 
rites of passage, and 
I’ve still managed to 
have a mortgage, a colo-
noscopy and ear hair. 
Things work out.

Slumber parties are 
supposedly indispens-
able for developing 
necessary social skills 
and connections that 
will follow the kids in-
to adulthood. Shades of 
the Illuminati!

“If you don’t give your 
blessings for me to mar-
ry your daughter, I’ll 
wallop you with this 
pillow until the feathers 
all fly out.”

“Yes, the salary and 
benefits sound incred-
ible, but I’m afraid I 
can’t accept the job – 
unless you let me paint 
your toenails fuchsia.”

Paint me skeptical.
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Household Hazardous Waste Collection Event
September 10th, 2022

8:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Marshall County Recycling Hub

611 Hawkins Drive, Lewisburg, TN

Household Hazardous Waste - is defined as
corrosive, flammable, toxic, or reactive
materials used in your home, car or truck, or
garden and lawn that is unwanted/unusable.

Now’s your chance... It’s FREE!
You can dispose of all those left over household chemicals, lawn and garden products
and automotive materials that you’ve never known what to do with.

Things to Bring:
Household Cleaners
Drain Openers • Oven Cleaners
Wood Cleaners & Polishes
Metal Cleaners & Polishes
Toilet Bowl Cleaners
Disinfectants

Home Maintenance
Chemicals
Paint Thinner
Wood Preservatives
Paint Strippers & Removers,
Adhesives

Miscellaneous
Fingernail Polish Remover
Pool Chemicals
Photo Processing Chemicals
Medicines & Drugs
Reactive Materials
Aerosols (spray cans)
Compressed Gas
Mercury Thermostats
Mercury Thermometers
Fluorescent Light Bulbs
Needles/Sharps (in container)
Lead

Lawn & Garden Chemicals
Herbicides • Pesticides
Fungicides • Fertilizers

Automotive Products
Fuel Additives
Grease & Rust Solvents
Air Conditioning Refrigerants
Starter Fluids
Body Putty
Coolants
Carburetor/Fuel Injector

Cleaners

NOMedical or Infectious Waste (besides needles and sharps in puncture-proof
containers), Explosives, Ammunition, Radioactive waste including smoke detectors, or
any empty containers. Waste from NON-household sources such as Businesses, Schools,
Farms, Churches, Etc. will be accepted BYAPPOINTMENT ONLY. Call 615-643-3170
to request a price quote and schedule an appointment.

Batteries, oil, paint, and antifreeze are accepted daily at 611 Hawkins Drive.

If you have questions or need additional information, please call 931-359-0547.

Sponsored by Tennessee
Department of Environment

and Conservation

GREAT
PRICES ON ALL
AUTO NEEDS

1117 N.Main St. • Shelbyville,TN 37160 • (931) 684-0030

August 15th-August 27th
WE DO

ALIGNM
ENTS

Full A
/C

Servic
e

FREE
FLAT
REPAIR

FREE
BALANCE

FREE
MOUNT

FREE

ROTATI
ON

Monday - Friday 7:00 - 5:00 • Saturday 7:00 - 12:00

NO SALES TAX
Blue Ribbon Sale-a-bration

Are you losing sleep 
over slumber parties?August 6 brought a 

hot summer day but 
that did not stop the 
4-H’ers from bringing 
their beautiful birds 
to the show. The show 
was judged by Clint 
Parker, a 4-H Exten-
sion Agent in Sumner 
County and Ben Jor-
dan. When Parker an-
nounced the winners he 
stated, “these are some 
of the best birds I have 
judged.” Chickens are 
judged based on their 
ability to produce eggs, 
things such as pigmen-
tation, handling quali-
ties and abdominal ca-
pacity determine that 
ability. It was a tough 

decision, but a Grand 
Champion and Reserve 
Champion was named 
for each breed. The Re-
serve Champion for the 
Barred Rock breed was 
Henry Hearnsberger 
and Grand Champi-
on was won by Josie 
Strasser. For the Gold-
en Comet breed, Re-
serve Champion went 
to Ember Bruce and 
Grand Champion went 
to Ashlynn Davidson. 
All 4-H’ers walked away 
from the show with an 
award and the staff at 
UT Extension are ex-
tremely proud of their 
hard work.

The 4-H Chick Chain 
Auction followed the 
show and gave 4-H’ers 
the opportunity to sell 
some of their chickens. 

Buyers from all over the 
area attended to show 
support and the aver-
age price per chicken 
was around $23! The 
buyers were sure to get 
quality chickens and 
the 4-H’ers were shown 
that hard work does pay 
off.

The staff at the UT 
Extension office are al-
ready looking forward 
to next year’s 4-H Chick 
Chain Project. This 
project and all other 
4-H projects are open 
to all youth in Marshall 
County in the 4th-12th 
grade. If you are inter-
ested and would like 
more information, you 
can contact the UT Ex-
tension office at 931-
359-1929.
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The new building will 
also feature a full-ser-
vice cocktail lounge and 
rooftop deck on the sec-
ond story.

“Our aim is to make 
it a destination,” said 

Sachs.
Construction of the 

new facility is estimat-
ed to be complete in ap-
proximately 12 months.

The new Tennessean 
isn’t the only change 
coming for Exit 22 at-
tractions.

Sachs also touched on 
plans to move Kidsville, 
the indoor children’s 

play space at the rear of 
the travel center parcel, 
into a larger building 
with expanded offerings 
to be constructed across 
Pulaski Highway from 
the current location.

Sachs noted that 
Kidsville had hosted 
100,000 visitors since 
its opening just a couple 
of years ago.
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