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HOURS:
Wednesday - Sunday

4:00pm - close

Available for Weddings, Graduations, 
Birthday Parties, Family Reunions, 

Business Events

Badger Crossing offers options that are 
perfect for your small wedding, rehearsal 

dinner or reception!
Call for details or visit our website

@www.badgercrossing.com

Although many decorative elements 
help to create ambiance for a wedding 
celebration, perhaps none is more awe-
inspiring than beautiful floral arrangements. 
Flowers offer visual appeal, captivating 
aromas and texture that can make a space 
more welcoming.

Engaged couples typically go to great 
lengths when planning their weddings, 
but flowers may not be as micromanaged 
as other elements. Some are content to let 
florists design their arrangements, but the 
average cost of wedding flowers in 2023 
was $2,800, according to The Knot Real 
Weddings Study. That price tag merits 
some input on the part of couples. Floral 
experts say couples should budget for floral 
arrangements coming in at 10 percent of 
the overall wedding budget, which is the 
industry standard. Therefore, for a $60,000 
wedding a couple should assume their 
florals will cost $6,000. It’s important to 
note that the cost of wedding flowers has 
been steadily increasing over the last few 
years due to inflation and climate change, 
says The Knot. So couples may need to be 
even more involved in floral decisions to 

maximize their dollars spent.
Here are some variables to consider when 

selecting wedding flowers.
• Greenery: Adding greenery to fill in 

spaces in floral arrangements can save some 
money. Centerpieces and bouquets that are 
floral-heavy will certainly cost more.

• Symbolism: Consider the meaning 
behind flowers to make choices even more 
personal. You also may want to select 
flowers that will complement the theme 
of the wedding. For example, traditional 
spring blooms like tulips and daffodils will 
coordinate with spring weddings.

• Flower varieties: Hardier varieties of 
flowers, such as daisies, mums, carnations, 
and protea, are less likely to wilt quickly 
in bouquets or centerpieces than some 
other blooms, even when they are cut. Such 
blooms can hold up in any weather and last 
the entire day so that arrangements will be 
picture-perfect no matter the hour.

• Venue: Couples may find that some 
venues already have faux flowers or other 
decor. That may mean couples do not need 
to have as many flowers or any elaborate 
arrangements.

• Size: A particularly large floral 
centerpiece can overwhelm a table, and a 
bouquet that is overly cumbersome may 
detract from the bride or her bridesmaids. 
Choose the correct scale for comfort in 
bouquets. For table arrangements, select a 
size that will not discourage conversation 
or block guests’ view, nor take up too much 
real estate on the table.

• Allergies: Although they are cut, 
flowers in arrangements can trigger allergic 
responses in some people. Others may be 

bothered by overly aromatic flowers. Work 
with the florist to find blooms that will be 
best.

• Color scheme: Although white flowers 
always coordinate, many couples like some 
color in their arrangements. Be sure the 
flowers pick up the hues used in bridesmaid 
dresses or even the season of the year.

Couples should take an active role in 
deciding what to include in floral pieces for 
their weddings. 

Consider wedding flowers carefully
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Mr. B’s Smokehouse Meats
749 High Ave., Hillsboro, WI
www.bsmokehousemeats.com

608-489-6727
Full Service or Grab & Go
Any Size Party or Event

Weddings, 
Graduations, Birthday Parties, 

Family Reunions, 
Business Events

We Cater

Engaged couples make plenty of 
decisions when planning their weddings, 
and some may be more significant than 
others. Choosing a wedding reception venue 
is among the most important decisions 
couples will make. 

The reception venue is where couples 
and guests will spend the majority of the 
day, and no two venues are the same. As 
couples begin shopping for a place to host 
their reception, they can ask themselves 
and venue representatives a multitude of 
questions to narrow down their options and 
ultimately make the best decision for them.

What are we looking for in a venue?
Some couples may know precisely what 

they want their receptions to be like, while 
others may not have the slightest idea. Of 
course, some couples may be somewhere in 
the middle. Prior to beginning the process of 
choosing a venue, couples can identify what 
they’re looking for. Is a venue with outdoor 
entertaining space a priority? Do you want 
to hold the ceremony and reception at the 
same venue? How many guests will the 
venue need to accommodate? Answering 
these questions and others can help couples 
narrow down their search.

How much can we afford?
Budget is a significant variable when 

shopping for a wedding venue. Some 
venues offer multiple spaces that can 
accommodate couples with a wide range 
of budgets, while others are singular spaces 
suited to receptions within a specified size. 
Itemizing a budget and determining how 
much can be alloted to a reception venue 
can serve as a guideline when couples begin 
searching for sites.

Is our date available?
Once couples know what they want and 

what they can afford, they can prepare a 
number of questions that are worth asking 
at every venue they visit. Perhaps the most 
important, at least for those couples who 
have already chosen a wedding date, is 
the availability of the site on that date. If 
couples have not yet chosen a date, they can 
ask for a list of available dates at each venue 
they visit and perhaps use that knowledge to 
pick a day, particularly if they prefer a given 
venue.

Who will cater the meal?
Some venues do their own catering, while 

others may have working relationships with 
outside caterers. And some venues rent only 
the spaces and require couples to hire their 
own caterers and arrange all the details on 
their own. If a venue caters the meal, ask 
if they accommodate people with various 
restrictions, such as food allergies and 
gluten intolerances. 

How many hours are included in the 
rental agreement? 

It’s important that couples know what 
they’re getting, including how much time 

they get in each space they consider. The 
online wedding resource The Knot notes a 
standard wedding reception is five hours, 
the first of which is generally designated as 
cocktail hour. 

What is the payment structure?
Identifying the payment structure, include 

down payment due date and when the final 
payment must be made, is important as 
well. This knowledge can allow couples to 
map out their expenses, the most significant 
of which is typically the reception venue.

These are just some of the questions 
couples can ask as they plan their wedding 
receptions.

Questions to ask when shopping for a 
wedding reception venue

Wonewoc American Legion
Catering Services
• Weddings • Brunch & Lunch 
• Private Parties • Meetings

• Business Events • Conference 
• Graduation • Luncheons & Galas

CALL TO
BOOK NOW 108 CENTER ST. WONEWOC, WI, 53968

608-566-6800 or 608-547-5153

Looking for someone to cater your event?
Look no further. Wonewoc American Legion Ladies will help you plan that perfect Wedding, 

dinner, lunch or any event you choose. Give Sara a call today to get started.
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Whether it’s a lavish, black-tie affair or 
a laid back gathering in the backyard, a 
couple’s wedding day is a momentous, and 
often costly, occasion. According to the 
online wedding planning resource Zola, 
the average cost of a wedding in 2023 
was $33,000. That’s a significant sum for 
couples to spend, and it’s understandable if 
couples aren’t sure how to allocate funds for 
their big day.

It’s important that couples recognize 
what’s most important to them when 
planning their weddings. Recognition of 
those priorities can help couples determine 
how to allocate their funds. Equally helpful 
can be how past couples have spent on their 
weddings. Utilizing data from its The Knot 
2023 Real Weddings Study, the wedding 
experts at The Knot (theknot.com) have 
calculated general percentages of a wedding 
budget couples can devote to various 
components.

• Venue: 37 percent
• Catering: 28 percent
• Band: 12 percent
• Wedding rings: 9 percent
• Photography: 8 percent
• Flowers: 8 percent
• Alcohol: 8 percent
• Rehearsal dinner: 8 percent

• Videography: 7 percent
• Couples’ attire: 7 percent
• Rentals: 6 percent
• DJ: 5 percent
• Wedding party attire: 4 percent
• Guest entertainment: 3 percent
• Transportation: 3 percent
• Ceremony music: 3 percent
• Cake and desserts: 2 percent
• Stationery: 2 percent
• Officiant: 1 percent
• Favors and gifts: 1 percent
• Additional jewelry: 1 percent
Couples with a keen eye might notice 

these percentages add up to significantly 
more than 100 percent. That’s because the 
budgetary breakdown reflects personal 
preferences, individual couples’ budgets 
and what couples can expect to spend on 
certain components. For example, The Knot 
data indicates a couple that prefers a band 
for their reception instead of a DJ may need 
to allocate roughly twice as much of their 
budget to accommodate that preference. In 
addition, couples who do not intend to pay 
for wedding party members’ attire can find 
other ways to allocate those funds, which 
The Knot data indicates typically accounts 
for roughly 4 percent of a wedding budget.

Another variable to consider is family. 

According to The Knot data, couples 
allocated an average of 8 percent of their 
budgets to their rehearsal dinner. However, 
couples’ parents may offer to pay for that 
meal, which can leave more room in the 
budget for other expenses. In addition, The 
Knot reported that the percentage of couples 
asking a friend or family member to serve as 
their wedding officiant rose from 37 percent 

in 2015 to 51 percent in 2020. Wedding 
officiants do not often eat up a significant 
portion of a couple’s wedding budget (1 
percent), but this is another expense that 
modern couples may not need to account 
for.

Weddings can cost tens of thousands of 
dollars. Couples who determine how best to 
allocate their wedding budgets may find it 
far simpler to plan their big day.

How to allocate funds when planning a wedding

Couples who hire a professional 
photographer to capture their weddings 
may end up with anywhere from 400 to 600 
images, with some photographers promising 
even more. Although it is likely that a wide 
array of shots will be taken, couples who do 
not want to leave things up to chance should 
sit down with their photo professionals and 
discuss the key shots they want to capture.

Once the big day has passed, there will 
be no opportunity to go back and arrange 
missed shots. This list of must-have photos 
can ensure that the wedding album has all 
the shots couples desire.

Before the ceremony
• Wedding day outfits hanging in the 

wardrobe or placed over a chair
• Wedding invitation surrounded by 

bouquets
• Wedding rings side by side
• Outfit accessories, such as shoes, 

jewelry, a veil, and cuff links
• Bride and bridesmaids getting hair and 

makeup done
• Groom and groomsmen laughing and 

having fun
• Bride getting zipped up into her dress

At the ceremony
• Guests entering the ceremony site
• Ushers escorting guests to their seats
• Close-ups of the couple separately 

waiting to see their soon-to-be spouse
• Cute kids participating in the ceremony 

coming down the aisle
• Parents of the couple coming down the 

aisle or seated prominently awaiting the 
start of the ceremony

• Shots of all members of the wedding 
party

• Guests of honor, such as grandparents
• Partner coming down the aisle and the 

partner’s reaction 
• Exchange of rings
• First kiss
• A wide shot of the guests at the ceremony
• Signing the marriage certificate
• The processional with the newly hitched 

couple beaming
• Couple in the limo backseat

Portraits
• Couple with bridesmaids and 

groomsmen
• Bride and maid/matron of 

honor

• Groom and best man
• Couple with each set of parents and 

siblings
• Couple with close family members

At the reception
• Couple’s first entrance
• Special signage, decorations or photos 

of the scenery
• Wedding cake details
• Toasts and speeches from key 

people
• First dance as a couple
• Father/daughter, mother/son 

dances, if applicable
• Couple mingling with 

guests

• Guests dancing and having fun
• Shots of the musicians or any special 

entertainers
• The cake cutting
• The couple’s grand exit and wave 

goodbye
These are some of the customary 

images that couples will want to request. 
Photographers likely will cover most 
o f them without prompting, but 

couples should be sure 
to point out any special 

photographs they’d 
like captured 
throughout the 
day. 

Can’t-miss photos for your wedding
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 WE CAN  WE CAN 
CATER YOUR EVENTCATER YOUR EVENT

SMOKED BRISKET
PULLED PORK

PASTRAMI

1215 Angelo Rd, Sparta, WI • 608-487-9228

Weddings are one of the most-
photographed and documented days in 
couples’ lives. From the moment the 
question is popped to the final goodbye 
before setting out for the honeymoon, 
all eyes (and cameras) will be carefully 
trained on those vowing to share their lives 
together. 

French Touch Photography says wedding 
photographers take an average 50 to 100 
pictures per hour. That means couples 
ultimately may appear in 600 photos before 
the night is through. Is it any wonder that 
brides, grooms and everyone in between 
want to ensure they are presenting the best 
versions of themselves come the big day? 
The hairstyle chosen for a wedding can 
affect how couples view these photographs 
in the years to come. It can take some trial 
and error to find a wedding day hairstyle 
that is perfect, but these popular styles are 
good starting points.

• Bouncy blowout: Many brides choose 
to leave their hair down for the wedding, 
and this style looks bouncy, smooth and 
approachable. The blowout can be straight, 
or stylists can add curled edges for a 
luxurious look.

• Messy bun: A messy bun is another 
hairstyle that appears effortless. An 
imperfect bun with some tendrils escaping 
and a decorative hair pin is both elegant and 
fun.

• Boho braids: Whether a hairstyle is 
mostly down and free-flowing or pinned 
back into a loose bun, adding bohemian 
style braids can impart whimsy to any look. 
This hairstyle may be best for informal 
weddings and to match gowns that are 
flowing and ethereal.

• Top knot: This style is a practical choice 
for warm weather weddings, when heat and 
humidity can attack a polished style. The 
look is made by winding the hair into a bun 
at the crown of the head. It can be enhanced 
with a crown or headband.

• Half-up, half-down: Brides who want 
their locks down with voluminous waves 
but without hair in their faces often opt for 
a half-up, half-down style. This pulls the 
front portion of hair back and away from 
the face, which can be braided, twisted or 
even just loosely pinned, depending on 
preference.

• Side-swept: This look pulls tresses over 
to one side, where they cascade in waves 
over the shoulder. It is elegant and classic.

• Chignon: From the French chignon de 
cou, which means “nape of the neck,” a 
chignon is a wrapped bun hairstyle pinned 
low on the head where it meets the neck.

While it’s the bride’s hairstyle that often 
draws the most attention, the groom also 
may want to experiment with hairstyles.

• Pompadour: This style is characterized 
by a voluminous top that is swept back 
from the face.

• Quiff: Like a pompadour, this hairstyle 
also features volume but with natural curls 
offering a full, defined look.

• Classic side part: This look is classic 
and polished. A clean parting that is either 
slightly off from the middle or even deeper 
on the side completes this look.

• Undercut: This hairstyle features hair 
buzzed on the sides and back with a longer 
top.

Everyone can be wedding-ready with 
classic or trendy hairstyles that complete a 
finished look.

Wedding hair for every style
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www.cinderellacarriagellc.com w Cashton, WI w Facebook Cinderella Carriage LLC

We are the Midwest’s premiere horse and carriage 
company that is locally owned.  We specialize in 
weddings and Quinceaneras. We offer the areas 
only cinderella carriage.
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Brides N' Belles is an intimate
bridal boutique showcasing the
latest luxurious bridal gowns to

today's sophisticated bride.
We look forward to sharing our
40+ years of bridal experience

with you.
Bridal Gowns

Mothers & Evening Wear
Tuxedo & Suits

In-House Alterations

140 East Main Street Reedsburg, WI 53959

608.524.8133
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1302 RIVER ROAD, SPARTA, WI • 608-269-9797

evansprinting.com

Wedding Invitations that are     
 just like you...
Amazing

Our Design Team is 
waiting to help you.

Greg Evans Printing Inc. DBA

E S T A B L I S H E D  I N  1 9 9 8
PRINT    MEDIA GROUPEVANS

Theories on the origins of the tuxedo vary 
significantly. Some believe that this formal 
garment was created by wealthy aristocrats 
attending an autumn ball in Tuxedo Park, 
New York. However, the Wall Street 
Journal has reported that the tuxedo might 
be a British invention, spearheaded by the 
fashion-conscious King of Wales Edward 
VII in 1865. No matter where the tuxedo 
originated, it has become standard attire for 
formal occasions, including weddings. 

It may seem as though every tuxedo is the 
same, but that’s not the case. Tuxes come in 
different styles, so those tying the knot or 
attending other formal functions can choose 
an option that fits their personality and 
physique. Here’s a look at what sets tuxedos 
apart and some noteworthy tux trends.

Suits versus tuxedos
Some may wonder what sets a tuxedo 

apart from a suit. One of the more notable 
differences is that tuxedo lapels are designed 
with silk, satin or textured grosgrain to 
provide that signature V-look, says Brides 
magazine. Suit lapels are made from the 
same fabric as the suit jacket. Tuxedos 
traditionally are held up with suspenders, 
while suit pants have belt loops for use with 
a belt. Suits are styled with a dress shirt 
while tuxedos are worn with a particular 
tuxedo shirt that likely has a spread collar, 
bib, decorative studs, and French cuffs 
fastened with cufflinks.

Change up lapel styles
Men who want to set themselves apart 

can opt for what The Knot calls the most 
popular styles of tuxedo lapels. Notch 
lapels are the most common and feature 
two lateral points. Shawl collars feature a 
smooth, sleek looped lapel without notches 
or peaks. Peak lapels have the lower point 

of the lapel peak above the upper. Trying on 
the different jackets can give individuals an 
idea of which lapel look is best.

New color spectrum
A traditional tuxedo will be black, 

although navy tuxedos have gained a 
following. But individuals can find a tuxedo 
in any color. Those who want to add some 
extra flair to their weddings may opt for 
a tuxedo in a color that coordinates to the 
season or aligns with what the rest of the 
bridal party is wearing. 

Alternative fabrics
The majority of tuxedos are made 

from wool and will have the silk or satin 
detailing as described. Newer trends include 
incorporating fabrics like linen or flannel, 
although these are rare and may be harder 
to come by.

Neckties grabbing hold
People can set themselves apart with 

everything from lapels to tuxedo shirts 
to different colors, but only bowties or 
neckties can be worn with tuxedoes. While 
bowties once were the gold standard, those 
personalizing their wedding looks and 
taking liberties with style are increasingly 
opting for neckties. Gents can choose a 
necktie in a complementary texture that will 
coordinate with the elegance of the tuxedo.

Slim fit
Modern tuxedo choices feature a slim fit 

in both jacket and pant. It’s a good idea to 
try on a few different options to see what 
feels comfortable before choosing a fit.

Tuxedos have been around since the 
nineteenth century and are the attire of 
choice for formal functions. 

Top trends in tuxes

Brides-to-be make many important decisions 
when planning their weddings, and one of the 

more notable ones is the choice of wedding 
gown. According to The Knot Real 

Weddings Study, the average wedding 
dress cost $2,000 in 2023. Despite that 

hefty price tag, gowns remain a pivotal 
component of a wedding, as 98 

percent of women who responded 
to The Knot survey indicated 

they wore a dress for their 
nuptials. If the sizable price 
tag is a cause for concern 

to some aspiring brides, The 
Knot notes that customization 

can drive up the final price tag 
by a significant amount, which 

undoubtedly affects the median price 
of gowns. Brides who opt for no or 
minimal customization can likely find 
a dress that costs significantly less than 
the $2,000 average price.  

Did you know?
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Wedding Officiant

608.317.2580
LGBTQ+ Friendly

Performing Weddings in WI, MN, IA
stacyraeowenweddingofficiant@gmail.com

Scan for
website

Scan for
facebook

Stacy
Owen

Wedding receptions are the culmination 
of a lot of planning. Though there may 
not be any insignificant decisions when 
planning the post-ceremony party, some 
choices will loom larger than others, 
including which foods will be served. When 
planning a wedding reception, couples can 
choose a venue that provides the food, 
such as a traditional reception center; 
otherwise, the reception may take place at 
an outdoor location or a venue that is not 
equipped to prepare and serve food. In the 
latter instances, couples will contract with 
an outside caterer. In both situations certain 
factors can help determine who to use for 
reception food services. 

Planning
A traditional reception center/catering 

hall is likely a wise choice for couples 
who prefer simplicity in wedding day meal 
planning. These facilities are experts at 
addressing all of the components that go 
into a reception. Such venues offer access 
to a cocktail area and banquet room, and the 
facility likely has a staff of chefs at the ready 
to dish up meals. While many reception 
centers offer restaurant-quality offerings, 
scouting venues and sampling dishes will 
provide an idea of how foods taste and help 

couples narrow down  their choices.

Preferences
Some receptions are multi-course events 

starting from the moment guests arrive 
and snack on hors d’oeuvres to the dessert 
display served as a final course. Others are 
low-key and may not have full sit-down 
service. If you prefer a cocktail atmosphere 
only, certain venues may make more sense 
than others. Identifying how much food to 
have and the type of service desired can 
help pinpoint caterers to interview.

Chef access
Having a specific chef or cuisine in mind 

may require separating the food from a 
venue. Reception centers likely will not 
allow couples to bring in their own food. 
Therefore, you will have to find a venue 
where outside food is possible. Then you 
can work with a favorite chef for catering 
services.

Location
Some couples prefer to combine their 

ceremony and reception at one spot. This 
may be at a beachside location or in a 
converted country barn. If this seems like a 
scenario you are considering, then the venue 

will take priority and you’ll have to find an 
outside caterer to service the wedding.

Allergies
Food allergies and intolerances are 

on the minds of many nowadays. It is 
important to be mindful of food restrictions 
when speaking with caterers. Take careful 
inventory of work-arounds so that every 

guest at the wedding can be enjoy a safe, 
delicious meal.

The wedding reception menu is an 
important variable for engaged couples to 
consider. A host of factors may come into 
consideration as couples try to determine 
how to feed their guests come their wedding 
day.

How to manage the menu at your wedding reception

Wedding planning requires a lot of hard 
work, as couples try to ensure all of the 
components and moving parts add up to a 
memorable day when the time comes to say, 
“I do.” One notion that can help couples 
navigate wedding planning is to keep the 
focus on fun, as the goal of any couple is to 
make their wedding day a festive affair for 
them and their loved ones.

A couple’s choice of entertainment can 
go a long way toward ensuring the wedding 

reception is fun and festive. Couples can 
keep these tips in mind as they look for 
entertainers to establish the right vibe for 
their wedding reception.

• Identify your options. Couples 
typically choose a DJ or live band to 
entertain guests during the reception. Some 
couples may even choose both. In general, 
the more densely populated an area is, the 
more entertainment options couples will 
have to choose from. Couples who have no 

preference regarding DJ or band can explore 
each option, speaking with representatives 
for each to get a grasp of their cost and 
offerings.

• Seek recommendations. Word-of-
mouth helps many wedding vendors attract 
new clients, and entertainers are no different. 
Couples can seek recommendations from 
friends who have tied the knot. In addition, 
speak with people who have coordinated 
other gatherings in the past, such as family 
reunions, office parties and community 
events. Entertainment is often part of such 
events, so those who plan them might be 
able to offer some valuable insight into the 
local entertainment scene.

• Attend a performance. In addition to 
seeking recommendations, couples can see 
entertainers in action and form their own 
opinions. Many DJs and bands that perform 
at weddings also ply their trade elsewhere, 
including at bars, clubs, community events, 
etc. If couples are intrigued by a band or 
DJ as a wedding reception entertainment 
option, they can arrange to see them 
perform. Pay attention to their catalog, 

performance style and how they interact 
with the crowd during their show.

• Consider the crowd. The guest list and 
number of invitees also merit consideration 
when choosing entertainment for the 
reception. Conventional wisdom suggests 
bands tend to suit smaller affairs better than 
DJs, who may be accustomed to playing 
loud dance music for bigger crowds. In 
such cases, a booming dance playlist with 
a sparsely populated dance floor may not 
establish the vibe couples are going for. 
Live bands may provide a greater sense 
of intimacy, which can work better with 
a smaller crowd. It’s also beneficial to 
consider musical style before choosing 
entertainment. A band or DJ that can 
incorporate a wide range of musical eras 
and genres is ideal for a wedding reception, 
where guests will include the very young 
and the elderly.

Finding the right entertainment for a 
wedding reception is a fun component of 
wedding planning. The right choice of 
entertainment can make for a particularly 
festive wedding night.  

Find the right wedding reception entertainment
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A wedding day is a magical and 
memorable day for a couple and their family 
members. Months or even years of planning 
may go into making a wedding day special. 

For some, an outdoor wedding and 
celebration amid the beauty of nature is the 
ultimate setting in which to tie the knot. 
When Mother Nature is your decorator, the 
setting can be hard to match. Perhaps that’s 
why 62 percent of couples opted for outdoor 
nuptials in 2023, according to The Knot 
2023 Real Weddings Survey. However, 
there may be some extra work involved 
when exchanging vows outdoors, hosting 
a reception outside or both. That work 
includes having a contingency plan in place 
if the weather does not cooperate. Here’s 
what couples should know about having a 
backup plan for their outdoor weddings.

• Identify a second location. Couples 
who book outdoor receptions at catering 
halls can inquire how they handle inclement 
weather. Many will have a clause built into 
the agreement to move the party indoors 
in the event of bad weather. Others may 
enable the wedding to move to a different 
space for an added fee. Smaller, less formal 
weddings taking place at other locations 
may require a bit of ingenuity when looking 
for a backup space. Perhaps a friend has a 

large house where everyone can gather, or 
an employer may have a warehouse, loft 
or even a barn that can be transformed into 
unique venues at the last minute?

• Choose outdoor spaces with covered 
areas. The wish might be to have blue skies 
overhead, but it’s impossible to control the 
weather. So it’s safe to select outdoor spaces 
that offer a measure of weather protection, 
such as a pavillion in a park or a covered 
deck at a beachside locale. Such sites offer 
a little security without detracting from the 
ambiance.

• Look into a tent rental. A tent is a great 
investment because it keeps everyone out of 
the elements rain or shine. Even on a lovely 
summer day, the blazing sun can make 
being outdoors uncomfortable. A tent is the 
solution. Couples should coordinate with a 
wedding planner or the venue itself to be 
sure that a tent is allowed on the grounds.

• Think about event insurance. Special 
event insurance may protect against financial 
loss in the event that severe weather throws 
a wrench into outdoor wedding plans. 
Poor weather may make moving around 
the venue treacherous and might force a 
postponement. Liability and cancellation 
protection in an insurance policy helps 
couples avoid financial hardship.

• Hire a wedding planner. The Knot 
suggests hiring a wedding planner or 
coordinator who can pivot to plan B in the 
event of bad weather. This helps take some 
of the stress off of the couple so they can 
enjoy the day.

• Plan wardrobe and hair/makeup 
accordingly. Brides and bridesmaids can 
choose fabrics for dresses that will be 
comfortable and not become blown around 
or see-through due to rain and wind. The 

wedding party can ask hair stylists to 
create a wedding hairstyle that is somewhat 
weatherproof. Experienced makeup artists 
likely know some tricks to keep makeup 
looking flawless even when the weather 
isn’t.

Outdoor weddings can be beautiful 
events, but it is important to have a backup 
plan in place in case weather doesn’t 
cooperate.

How to create a backup plan for an outdoor wedding

Modern couples are choosing to 
start their lives together in style. The 
latest trends suggest it’s bound to be a 
fashionable year for those tying the knot 
in the months to come. Check out these 
ideas that are on many a modern couple’s 
wish list.

Scaled down style
It may be the year of the mini in terms 

of bridal style. From dresses to bouquets 
to diminutive foods, couples can’t get 
enough of miniature items that, despite 
their small size, add maximum impact to 
the big day.

Celebrant-led ceremonies
For some, there is no more meaningful 

part of the wedding than the ceremony 
when two lives are joined together. 
Although many couples still prefer 
traditional religious weddings, others are 
opting for more customizable, celebrant-
led events that are personalized and 
tailored to the couples’ unique histories 
and stories. Flexibility in relation to 
the ceremony location, and options for 

inclusivity and cultural diversity, are 
priorities among many modern couples.

Experiential extras
Sure couples are still opting for a 

band or a DJ to provide the bulk of the 
reception entertainment, but many also 
are branching out into new arenas. One 
new trend to emerge offers creative flair. 
Couples hire an artist to paint or sketch 
a portion of the ceremony or reception 
in real time, and guests can enjoy seeing 
how the scene unfolds. Additional 
options regarding entertainment include 
culturally specific performers.

Creative photography
For years now, couples are increasingly 

opting for less stilted, posed photos 
in favor of something a little less 
rehearsed. Candid photography and a 
photojournalism approach are popular 
requests among modern couples, but 
an even more adventurous photo style 
also is emerging. As drone photography 
becomes even more common, aerial 
photos and video are being used to add an 

even more unique approach to wedding 
documentation.

Colorful fashions
Modern weddings are big on color, 

from bold and vibrant floral displays to 
wardrobe choices. Gone are the days 
when brides must wear white. They’re 
now choosing everything from pastels 
to silver and even black if the mood hits. 
Plus, wedding party dresses are equally 
vibrant, with many brides opting to let 
their bridesmaids mix and match gowns 
and colors in a range of hues.

Weekend-long weddings
Some people don’t want the magic 

of the wedding to end after one day, so 
they opt for an entire wedding weekend. 
Hitched says searches for weekend 
wedding venues have risen by 50 percent 
in the past year.

Wedding styles and trends continue to 
evolve, and couples have many options 
that can help them make their big day 
unique.

Get hitched to these wedding trends
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Modern luxury combined with the feel of the Western Frontier. 
Beautiful 8,000 sq. ft. venue, plus outdoor space for a ceremony. 

Onsite restaurant and hotel to accomodate your guests.

THE LODGE AT MAUSTON
104 Lodge Lane. Mauston, WI 53948

(608) 747-2200 • www.thelodgeatmauston.com

After announcing their engagement, 
couples may need to get used to being 
asked if they have chosen a date to tie the 
knot. Friends and family members who are 
thrilled for the happy couple may want to 
know when the partnership will become 
official, but choosing a date is not always 
so simple.

A host of variables must be considered 
before couples pick a wedding date. 
Though the choice of date is ultimately a 
couple’s decision to make, consideration of 
the following variables can help engaged 
individuals make the most informed choice.

• Season: Time of year is an important 
consideration when picking a wedding 
date. Summer was once the season-of-
choice when tying the knot, but data from 
the online wedding resource The Knot 
indicates that has changed a little in recent 
years. The most popular day to get married 
in 2024 was Saturday, September 21, which 
the experts at The Knot note reflects a 
notable shift in couples’ preferences that 
began in 2015. Since then, fall has been 
the most popular season to tie the knot. 
Moderate temperatures and less rainfall 
likely contribute to that popularity. Before 
picking a date, couples can consider which 
time of year they prefer to get married.

• Convenience: The convenience of 
a particular date won’t be the same for 
everyone, but couples may want to consider 
a date or season that is amenable to as many 
bridal party members and guests as possible. 
Couples planning to invite children to 
the wedding may learn from parents that 
fall, winter and spring are tough times of 
year due to youngsters’ hectic school and 
activities schedules. Summer may be more 
convenient, but it’s also likely that some 

guests with preexisting vacation plans may 
not make it if the date chosen coincides with 
their trips. There’s no way to accommodate 
everyone, and couples should make their 
own preferences their top priority. But those 
with no such preference may want to look 
for a time of year when traveling to and 
from the wedding is convenient for as many 
guests as possible.

• Holidays: Holidays are another variable 
to consider. Travel and accommodations 
tend to be more expensive on holiday 
weekends, and roadways also can be 
crowded during three-day weekends. In 
addition, many people look forward to their 
own traditions during the holiday season 
and other notable events, such as July 
Fourth and Labor Day. Before choosing a 
wedding date that coincides with a holiday, 
it might be a good idea to get some feedback 
from bridal party members and other trusted 
confidantes.

• Local event schedule: It’s common 
for couples to inquire about other events 
a wedding venue may be hosting when 
shopping for ceremony and reception sites. 
But it can be equally important to consider 
events inn the area where you plan to get 
married on and around the days you’re 
considering. For example, tying the knot 
on the same weekend as the Super Bowl in 
the city where the event is taking place may 
not be wise, as hotel availability will likely 
be limited and room rates may be much 
higher than normal. Even more localized 
events like harvest festivals may affect the 
availability of accommodations, so this 
important variable merits consideration.

These are just a handful of variables 
couples should consider before choosing a 
date to tie the knot.

Variables to consider before 
picking a wedding date

CLUB 16CLUB 16
1615 W WISCONSIN ST. • 1615 W WISCONSIN ST. • SPARTA, WISPARTA, WI

(608) 366-1958(608) 366-1958

CATERING + EVENT HALLCATERING + EVENT HALL

Serves great cocktails • Serves great cocktails • Seating up to 500 people • Seating up to 500 people • 
Affordable pricing • Catering in home and of Premise Affordable pricing • Catering in home and of Premise 

BOOK YOUR WEDDING NOW!BOOK YOUR WEDDING NOW!
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Brides N' Belles is an intimate
bridal boutique showcasing the
latest luxurious bridal gowns to

today's sophisticated bride.
We look forward to sharing our
40+ years of bridal experience

with you.
Bridal Gowns

Mothers & Evening Wear
Tuxedo & Suits

In-House Alterations

140 East Main Street Reedsburg, WI 53959

608.524.8133




