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Products Approved for Organic Use
CFS Specialties, Inc.

800-822-6671  FAX 608-654-5696
E-mail: organic@cfspecial.com

www.cfspecial.com

Organic Specialists
Cashton Farm 
Supply, Ltd.

300 State Hwy 27
Cashton, WI 54619

➢ Buyers and End Users of All Organic Grains

➢ Poultry Rations and
Premixes Starter – Grower - Layer

➢ Livestock Vitamins & Minerals
➢ Full Line of Certified Organic & Non-GMO 

Verified Products
➢ Natural and Organic Approved Fertilizer

According to data collected by the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), 
Wisconsin experienced above normal 
temperatures at the end of September 
moving into October, providing Wisconsin 
farmers with roughly six full days suitable 
for fieldwork

While rain did occur in certain areas of 
the state, Wisconsin farmers were able to 
make significant progress with the harvest 
during this time. A high moisture corn 
harvest was reported in several districts, 
with topsoil moisture rated at 11% very 
short, 16% short, 69% adequate, and 4% 
surplus.

Data indicates that approximately 80% 
of the corn crop was mature. This is a 
day earlier than last year’s corn crop, and 
roughly 11 days ahead of schedule based 
on the 5-year average. 

 By October 3, USDA reports indicated 
that 12% of the grain harvest had been 
completed, which was five days ahead 
of last year’s metrics and a fully nine 
days earlier than in normal years. Corn 
silage harvests were listed as being 91% 
completed.

Field corn harvest for grain had a 
moisture content of 23%, and 73% of the 
corn was recorded as being in good to 
excellent condition. 

The soybean harvest was listed as being 
31% complete, which was similarly ahead 
of previous years as the grain harvests. 
Soybean condition was also recorded at 
73%, and like with the corn harvests, was 
also down by several percentage points 
compared to figures for the week prior. 

Potato harvests were listed at 71% 
complete. Winter wheat planting recorded 
59% completion rates. Though this is five 
days behind schedule compared to last 
year’s figures, this is still eight days ahead 
of the 5-year average. 

Above average 
temperatures enable 

more days in the fields  
BY NICOLETTE NAUMAN
Sentry-Enterprise Editor

Herald photo by Kyle Evans.
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Prices are going up! We have 
held our prices and now even 

give another 5% off!

ROSS & SUPPLIES
E16254 Cty. Rd., V, Hillsboro

Open 8 to 6
Closed Thursday 

& Sunday

ANNUAL FALL BOOT SALE

NOW 
UNTIL 

OCT. 23

5% OFF ON ALL OUR 
FOOTWEAR

Full Service • Plumbing • Septic Systems • Excavating • Trucking
Fill Dirt • Decorative Rock • Mulch

Kendall
   Trucking & Plumbing

Full Service • Plumbing • Septic Systems • Excavating • TruckingFull Service • Plumbing • Septic Systems • Excavating • Trucking

Kendall
   Trucking & Plumbing
Kendall
   Trucking & Plumbing   Trucking & Plumbing   Trucking & Plumbing   Trucking & Plumbing

Richard Martin
C: (608) 797-7125
Jason Martin
C: (608) 797-7400
P.O. Box 70
325 Huschka Drive
Kendall, WI 54638

Office: (608) 463-7125
Fax: (608) 463-6125

Independent Insurance Agency
Serving Your Farm, Home, Auto and 

Commercial Insurance Needs

BIERMEIER
 INSURANCE
AGENCY LLC

113 Main St.
Elroy, WI 53929

608-462-8646
biermeierins@gmail.com

Call or e-mail us today for a quote!

Kevin A. Biermeier 
Owner, Licensed Agent

Teresa J. Stanek 
Licensed Agent ALLEN

&
HANNAH
MAZELIN

E15747 State Hwy. 33
Hillsboro, WI 54634

AUTHORIZED DEALER

Small Engine Sales & Service

DID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW?
We carry Firman generators

We are an Authorized Firman generator repair center 
and we work on all other brands as well

Built For Power Outages 
Built For Camping Built For 

Versatility Built For Fun

P/N: WO1784
-2100 Starting/1700 Cont. Watts
-Recoil Start, Parallel Cable Incl., 88c
-54 (dB), Built-In Handle
-0.9 Gallon Fuel Tank
-9hr. Run Time at 25% Load
-Includes TT-30 adapter
-120V
Receptacles
(1) 5-20R Duplex
(1) L5-30R Twistlock
(1) USB

P/N: HO3652
-4550 Starting/3650 Cont. Watts
-4100 LPG Starting/3300 LPG Cont. Watts
-Recoil Start, 208cc
-5 Gallon Fuel Tank
-14hr. Run Time at 50% Load
Receptacles
(1) 5-20R Duplex
(1) TT-30R
(1) L5-30R Twistlock

52 LBS.

128 LBS.

SPECIALIZING IN CHAINSAWS

Sales and Service

Hours: Monday-Friday 7:30AM-5:30PM; Saturday 8:00AM-1:00PM
S1438A WI-33 LAVALLE, WI | WWW.HARTJEPOWER.COM

Darrell Ramer, 608-985-8210 | Darren Ramer

HA
RTJ

E FARM & POWER
EQUIPMENT

It’s a relatively common bit of folklore 
that the coat patterns of the woolly bear 
caterpillar can indicate what sort of 
winter we’ll get each year. Every year, 
come autumn, my family and I would 
keep our eyes out for these fuzzy little 
creatures. 

The story goes that the three bands 
of color—always two black and one 
brown—could forecast the winter if you 
knew how to read them. 

If the caterpillar was more black than 
brown, with only a thin ring of brown 
on it, then you could expect a harsh 
and relentless winter: frigid temps, 
heavy snowfall, and plenty of ice to trip 
you up. If the brown band was wide, 
covering most of the caterpillar, than the 
winter was likely to be mild—and the 
browner the caterpillar, the milder the 
winter! A moderately sized brown band, 
which doesn’t seem to be much larger 
or smaller than the black bands, always 
meant a moderate winter: not too harsh, 
not too mild.

The location of the bands also carried 
key information, according to the tales. 
If the brown band was closer to the head 
of the caterpillar, then the winter was 
likely to begin mild but would become 
harsher towards the end. If the brown 
band was closer to the tail end of the 

caterpillar, than the opposite was true: 
a harsh start to the winter season, but 
it would become milder as the season 
continued. 

Many versions of the story liken 
the caterpillar’s 13 body segments as 
representative of the 13 weeks of winter, 
giving us a more exact indication of 
what the winter would bring.  Some 
versions focus more on the fuzziness 
of the caterpillar—the woolier the 
coat, the colder the winter. In addition, 
the direction in which a caterpillar 

Woolly Bears and Old Man Winter
BY NICOLETTE NAUMAN

Sentry-Enterprise Editor

The distinctive reddish-brown band 
on a woolly bear caterpillar—the 
predecessor to a tiger moth—has 
been used as a way to forecast 

the coming winter weather since 
America’s colonial days.  

Contributed photo.

‘WINTER’ cont. on page 6
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By RHONDA HESS
Contributing Writer

Ben Reimann is busy as a bee. 
He and his wife, Kathy, own 
KandBees, a bee-friendly family 
farm in Tomah.

Reimann said they focused on 
the name and branding of their 
company this summer but he has 
been a beekeeper for many years. 

In 2016, he started with two hives.
“We were avid gardeners,” he 

said. That love of gardening made 
him curious about pollination, 
so bees were a natural next step. 
However, it did not come easy at 
first. 

“All of the bees died the first 
year,” he said. “It’s a challenge.” 

Reimann estimates about 50 
percent of bees survive the harsh 
Wisconsin winters. 

He is currently working with 25 
hives that house between 50 and 80 
thousand bees each.

Several gallons of honey are 
collected from the hives, along with 
beeswax, which the couple makes 
into lip balm, soap and candles.

They are even offering pollination 
services to local cranberry growers.

“It started out as a hobby and 
turned into an addiction,” Reimann 
said, adding that the many health 
properties of bee products are still 

being discovered.
The hives required weekly 

attention at first, he said. “When 
you first start out, you need to be 
in there every weekend so you can 
catch anomalies sooner, before they 
become a problem,” Reimann said. 

Despite the challenges, Reimann 
continues to buzz around with his 
hives, giving the bees sugar water 
to get through the winter.

The bees will cluster together, 
with the queen bee in the middle, to 
keep the hives at a balmy 95 degrees 
throughout the cold season.

“It’s fascinating, once you get 
into them,” Reimann said. 

To purchase some of the products 

from KandBees, stop at 
the Target Bluff Shops in 
Camp Douglas or visit the 
couple’s other business, K 
and B Flooring of Tomah. 

What’s the buzz about?

Soap and other 
products by KandBees 
are available at Target 

Bluff Shops in Camp 
Douglas or K and B 

flooring in Tomah. Photo 
by Rhonda Hess 

A close-up of the inner workings of one of KandBees hives. Contributed photo

Hwy 33 Between Reedsburg & La Valle
La Valle, WI 53941

608-985-7207/800-362-5898
Open: Mon.-Fri. 7 to 5 & Sat. 7 to Noon

Professional Drafting & Engineering Available For Residential & Commercial Project

Energy Audits Available

Drafting, Estimating & Kitchen Layouts

Pole Building Construction or Job Packs

Panelized Wall Systems

Complete Line of Home & Pole Building Materials

5% Cash Discount on Materials

Hartje Lumber, Inc.
Ben Reimann works with bees at KandBees. Contributed photo
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Looking for Lenders 
who ARE OUTSTANDING 

IN THEIR FIELD?

Talk to Us at River Bank!

124 West Oak Street • 900 Maple Avenue
Sparta, Wisconsin 54656

(608) 269-6737
1301 Superior Ave. Tomah, WI 54660

(608) 567-2000
www.riverbank.biz

Give Our Lenders a Call!
Walt Weiland 608-366-2018 & Bryan Simonson 608-351-3060

• Quick Responses to Questions & Requests
• Loan Officers with Farm & Ag Backgrounds

• Local Servicing & Decision Making
• Open, Honest & Respectful Communications

MLO# 700004 MLO# 740795

From planting to harvest and everything in between,
Farmers State Bank is here for all your Agricultural lending needs!

Wishing all farmers a safe and bountiful harvest season!

Call or stop in for more information.

FARMERS
STATE BANK

Hillsboro • 489-2621
Union Center • 489-2761

La Farge • 625-2480
Readstown • 629-5510
Wonewoc • 464-3210

Corn, corn, corn
A group of hard-working men unload corn at Sparta Co-op Services. ABOVE Joe Flock, Bob Miller, 
and Tom Waters supervise the falling corn. RIGHT Joe Flock pulls the lever to release the corn. 
Herald photos by Greg Evans.
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‘WINTER’ 
cont. from page 3

D & D Farm Supply
(608) 489-3586 – Hwy 33 & 80 – Union Center

• RABBIT FEED
• BIRD FEED
• HORSE FEED

• CALF FEED
• STEER FEED
• PIG FEED

Your farm animal feed supplier...

• DIAMOND DOG & CAT FOOD
Yes! WE SELL TIRES PLUS WE DO OIL CHANGES AND BRAKES TOO!

D & D ALSO CARRIES
GATES - FENCING - FEEDER PANELS - T-POSTS - BARBED WIRE

SPARTA, WI

SPARTA, WI TOMAH, WI

269-4300 372-7897

YOUR HOMETOWN HAULER

200 Hemstock Dr. Sparta, WI 54656 (608) 269-2789 800 Townline Rd. Tomah, WI 54660 (608) 372-7897

PROUD TO SUPPORT OUR FARMERS

traveling was used to indicate the coming 
winter, as well. 

These caterpillars have been used as winter 
forecasters since the earliest days of European 
settlement in the Americas. The story gained 
more popularity after a small study published 
in 1948 by Dr. Howard Curran, curator 
of entomology at the American Museum 
of Natural History. Curran, a reporter, his 
colleagues, and their wives went out to Bear 
Mountain in New York to study the brown 
bands of 15 different woolly bears, publishing 
a prediction about the coming winter in the 
New York Herald Tribune.

The truth of the matter is, as fun as this bit 
of folklore is, a woolly bear caterpillar is no 
more able to predict the coming winter than 
any of us. Its distinctive black-and-brown 
coat is based on a variety of factors, from its 
age and species to what it has been eating. 
The better the growing season has been, the 
larger it will grow, resulting in a narrower 
brown band.

Still, the myth persists and folks in the 
Midwest and New England regions of the 
United States continue to keep an eye out for 
the little critters and their distinctive brown 
bands. Here’s hoping that this year’s woolly 
bears promise good things for the winter 
season! 
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SPARTA, WI

SPARTA, WI TOMAH, WI

269-4300 372-7897

YOUR HOMETOWN HAULER

200 Hemstock Dr. Sparta, WI 54656 (608) 269-2789 800 Townline Rd. Tomah, WI 54660 (608) 372-7897

PROUD TO SUPPORT OUR FARMERS

 EXCAVATING & AGGREGATE MATERIAL HAULING

SNOW PLOWING & REMOVAL

CUSTOM GPS GUIDED FLOTATION
AG LIME SPREADING

(608) 487-2666
HOURS

Sunday Closed
Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday & Friday 
8am-6pm

Thursday Closed
Saturday 8am-4pm

Appliances 
Microwave 
Ovens
Ceramic Tile 
Counter Tops
Stainless 
Steel
Windows

Bath Fixtures
Fiberglass
Aluminum
Silver
Vinyl
Eye Glasses
Plastics
Calcium

Stove Tops
Chrome
Wind Shields
Copper
Mirrors
Floors
Carpet 
Upholstery

Showtime® Surface Cleaner has the extra power 
to handle grease & grime, just as well as spray 

cleaners that leave unsightly film & streaks. 
Showtime@ Surface Cleaner cleans glass and 

surfaces throughout the house. . .without streaking!
No other single product removes really 
tough soils as quickly and effectively 

from so many different surfaces.

SHOWTIME® Spray Cleaner and 
Degreaser Antibacterial Formula

Having a tough time getting stains out? Try ShowTime® 
The Cleaner with Attitude - Non-Toxic - Certified Biodegradable

  E16390 Robin Rd., Hillsboro, WI 54634

Outdoor Power 
Equipment 

Generators • Woodsplitters
Pressure Washers • Push Lawn Mowers

MAZELIN’S
Parts, Service & Sales

Jasper ApplesJasper Apples

N845 Byington Rd., Wonewoc, WI

608-220-2620

Open 7 Days
a Week

Open 8am-6pm
We are open

Honey Crisp plus 
15 Varieties of Apples
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GET READY FOR FALL!

Pine River Leasing
New & Used Equipment Sales & Service

1710 US Hwy 14E • Richland Center, WI 53581
(608) 647-6343 • Fax (608) 647-3813

www.simpsonsfordtractor.com

SIMPSON’S TRACTOR INC.

110 W Veterans St., Tomah  |  (608) 372-2265

www.BankFirstWI.bank

Whether you run a large agricultural operation, own livestock, or have a small family farm, we are 
here to help you thrive with affordable loans options. Short, immediate, and long-term financing 
is available at both variable and fixed interest rates.

WE’RE PROUD TO SUPPORT 
LOCAL FARMERS 

OUR AG BANKING ROOTS RUN DEEP

FARMING MEANS
FLEXIBILITY.
Adapting to weather conditions, being dedicated 
to the land, and adopting new technologies. Let’s 
grow together. How can CCFBank make more 
possible for you?

www.ccf.us/agdreams

Ruby’s First 
Pumpkin Patch
Ruby Evans, 8 months old, from Cataract sits in the wagon with her pumpkin haul at Tucker & Becky’s Pumpkin Patch in Cashton.
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